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May 28, 2014

Hon. Mark Squilla
Councilman 1st District, City of Philadelphia
City Hall, Room 332
Philadelphia, PA  19107-3459

Re: Sidewalk Café – Outdoor Seating Ordinance Request
“12 Steps Down”
831 Christian Street
Applicant: Robert Palladino, Architect

Dear Councilman Squilla,

As requested, The Bella Vista Neighbors Association (BVNA) posted notice and held a public meeting in concert with our
regularly scheduled monthly zoning meeting on May 13, 2014 to hear this application. There were 57 neighbors in
attendance in addition to our committee members. The owner-operator of the “12 Steps Down” bar-restaurant located at
831 Christian Street seeks permission to use the public right-of-way (sidewalk) to provide additional seasonal seating for
the patrons of her establishment, with the intention to eventually expand the liquor license to this area.

It appears to our Committee that the sidewalk area can accommodate the modest number of 16 seats and 8 small tables
requested. Our only concern had to do with the ability to monitor this area given that the bar-restaurant is located below
grade in the basement of the structure. The owner promised to maintain control, with the possibility of installing remote
camera(s) and monitor(s) for observation of the area. We took her at her word given the lack of any complaints about the
establishment over the more than 10 year duration of her ownership.

The neighbors also had no objection to the proposed hours of operation for the table service. The owner-operator defined
the hours of operation for the sidewalk table service to be between 11 am and 10 pm daily, with the last table service at
9:30 pm, and with the tables to be pulled in by 10 pm.

BVNA thus has no objection to this application. As always, we thank you for considering our report of the meeting
discussion, and of our opinion in the matter.

Respectfully submitted,

Bella Vista Neighbors Association, Inc.

By: ______________________________

Lawrence Weintraub AIA
Co-Chair, BVNA Zoning Committee

cc: BVNA Zoning Committee, BVUCA Zoning Board, Robert Palladino, Architect.
encl: Zoning Meeting Poster


