
P.O. Box 63955
Philadelphia, PA 19147
(215) 627-0057
www.bellavistaneighbors.org
Bella Vista Neighbors Association, formerly known as Bella Vista Town Watch, is an independent
non-profit neighborhood organization. Our goal is to improve the quality of life for all residents of Bella Vista.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ms. Julia Chapman June 19, 2015
Chair, Philadelphia Zoning Board of Adjustment
1401 JFK Blvd. – 11th Floor
Philadelphia, PA  19102-1687

Re: RCO Meeting Summary Form
ZBA Calendar No. 25170/ Zoning Application No. 603315
613 S 7th St. / ZBA hearing date: June 24th, 2015, 2:00 pm Applicant: Hercules Grigos, Esq.

Dear Ms. Chapman:

Below is a summary of our public community meeting held regarding the above referenced zoning application.

Position: Non-Opposition
Date of Meeting: June 9th, 2015
Location of Meeting: Palumbo Recreation Center, 10th & Fitzwater Streets.
Participating RCO’s: Bella Vista Neighbors Association (BVNA) Zoning Committee

South Street Headhouse District (SSHD)
Number of Attendees: Approximately 9 excluding zoning committee members

Reason for Position:

The applicant seeks to demolish a full lot coverage one-story CMX-2 commercial use garage type structure and to erect
another structure but with three floors (NTE 38’) and with full lot coverage at the 1st floor only. The proposed structure will
include commercial space only at the 1st floor and 2 dwellings each at the 2nd & 3rd floors, with a communal pilot house and
roof deck at the 4th floor level. The application is refused for the open area, rear yard depth, and for the number of
proposed dwelling units (3 allowed, 4 proposed).

The applicant expressed a financial hardship concerning the deficient construction of the existing structure to support two
additional floors, and the cost to demolish and rebuild. The proposed design is creatively shown to reconstruct the entire
mass and full lot coverage of the original one-story structure and to erect two new upper floors that attempt to satisfy the
requirements for rear yard depth at 9 feet, and for open area which approaches the 20% required. As the area proposed for
the four apartments comes to 91% of what is required by code, BVNA feels that the four apartment design is acceptable.
To accommodate the requests of the neighbors and BVNA the applicant agreed to install a “green roof” a top the entire
rear yard roof area at the 2nd floor level and to install non-reflective glazing at the 1st floor commercial space.

BVNA and SSHD therefore do not oppose the application. As always, we thank you for considering our report of the
meeting discussion, and of our opinion in the matter.

Respectfully submitted,

Bella Vista Neighbors Association, Inc.

By: ______________________________

Lawrence Weintraub AIA
Co-Chair, BVNA Zoning Committee

cc: The Hon. Mark Squilla, BVNA Zoning Committee, rco.notification@phila.gov, RCOZBA@phila.gov,
wardleader@philadelphia2ndwardgop.com, mikeharris@southstreet.com, Hercules Grigos, Esq.
encl: Zoning Meeting Poster, Zoning Meeting Sign-in Sheets


