
 

 
P.O. Box 63955  
Philadelphia, PA 19147  
(215) 627-0057 
www.bellavistaneighbors.org 
Bella Vista Neighbors Association, formerly known as Bella Vista Town Watch, is an independent 
non-profit neighborhood organization. Our goal is to improve the quality of life for all residents of Bella Vista. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
August 11, 2014 

Ms. Julia Chapman 
Chair, Philadelphia Zoning Board of Adjustment 
1401 JFK Blvd. – 11th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA  19102-1687 
 
Re: RCO Meeting Summary Form 

ZBA Calendar No. 23091 / Zoning Application No. 540213 
710 S Warnock St / ZBA hearing date: August 13, 2014, 5:00 pm     
Applicant: Jason Austin 

 
Dear Ms. Chapman: 
 
Below is a summary of a public community meeting held regarding the above referenced zoning application. 
 
Position:   Opposition 
Date of Meeting:  July 8, 2014 
Location of Meeting:  Palumbo Recreation Center, 10th & Fitzwater Streets. 
Participating RCO’s:  Bella Vista Neighbors Association Zoning Committee 
Number of Attendees:  13 (Excluding the zoning committee members.) 
 
Reason for Position:   
 
The applicant is seeking a dimensional variance to extend only the first floor of his 3-story dwelling rearward to cover nearly 
the entire lot (95%), with the majority of the proposed structure to extend fully to the rear lot line. The current lot coverage 
of the dwelling already exceeds that allowed within its RSA-5 zoning district. 
 
The Bella Vista Neighbors Association (BVNA) Zoning Committee, and the community members present, perceived no 
apparent hardship with respect to this application. BVNA raised concerns about the height and depth of the proposed 
structure and its possible impact upon access to light and air to the adjacent properties, and upon the already crowded and 
narrow Clifton street at the rear of the lot. BVNA suggested design changes to reduce the depth and height of the proposed 
structure. The applicant subsequently offered only a slightly shorter revised design. As an acceptable compromise was not 
reached BVNA opposes the application. In addition, granting approval could set a new and unwanted precedent of 
overbuilding other Warnock Street homes that are similarly already over-built structures on modestly sized lots. 
 
As always, we thank you for considering our report of the meeting discussion, and of our opinion in the matter. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bella Vista Neighbors Association, Inc. 

      
By: ______________________________ 

      Lawrence Weintraub AIA 
       Co-Chair, BVNA Zoning Committee 
 
cc: The Hon. Mark Squilla, BVNA Zoning Committee, PCPC-rco@phila.gov, RCOZBA@phila.gov, 
wardleader@philadelphia2ndwardgop.com, David Yang 
encl: Zoning Meeting Poster, Zoning Meeting Sign-in Sheets 


