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By Lee O’Neill

One of Bella Vista’s jewels is 
Cianfrani Park. Located on 
8th Street between Pemberton 

and Fitzwater Streets, the park is a 
beautiful breath of fresh air, tend-
ed lovingly by a wonderful Friends 
group and has become one of the 
special places that make life in Bella 
Vista delightful. This tree-lined park 
also has deep historical roots going 
back 200 years.

What we now call Bella Vista 
wasn’t always part of Philadelphia. 
Before 1854, Philadelphia’s boundar-
ies were the two rivers and South and 
Vine Streets. Many of today’s neigh-
borhoods were separate cities, towns, 
or districts. Southwark, which is now 
essentially Queen Village, stretched 
from the Delaware River to Moya-
mensing Avenue. Everything west of 
Moyamensing to the Schuylkill was 

called the Moyamensing District.
Moyamensing was primarily farm 

land. The first school wasn’t estab-
lished until 1818 and then only in 
temporary rental quarters. By 1832 
the population had grown and the 
school found a permanent home as 
the Ringgold School, built at the 
intersection of Fitzwater and 8th 
Streets. 

In 1854, Moyamensing became 
part of Philadelphia as the city grew 
into its new neighborhoods. By the 
end of the century, population 
growth had overwhelmed many of 
the institutions, including the Ring-
gold School. It was torn down and 
replaced by the much larger James 
Campbell School named after James 
Campbell, a member of President 
Franklin Pierce’s cabinet and a 
prominent figure in the Democratic 
Party and Philadelphia schools in the 

19th century. The school was the 
largest in Philadelphia at the time.

The Campbell School was de-
scribed as “sanitary” - but without 
an outside play yard - in a mayoral 
report in 1900. That play yard would 
be important, as the school’s foot-
print extended only from 8th Street 
to what is now Perth Street. A pho-
to from the period shows children 
swarming all over the neighborhood 
and in 1916, the city purchased ad-
ditional land on Pemberton Street to 
add a playground.

Philadelphia demographics con-
tinued to change in the 20th century 
and the school was demolished in 
1956. The space eventually became 
known as Cianfrani Park, named and 
renamed for a sequence of mem-
bers of the family of war hero and 
Philadelphia politico Henry Cian-

Before it was Cianfrani Park

Early 20th Century Bella Vistans on the 700 block of Pemberton St. facing west. The James Campbell School is on the right.
PhOTO: COuRTeSy Of ROSemARy CAPiRChiO

See CIANFRANI, Page 2
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frani. The schoolyard is gone, but 
children still come there to play. 
In 1993 it was taken under the 
care of the Friends of Cianfrani 
Park and became the joy that it 

is today. To learn more about 
Cianfrani Park please visit www.
cianfranipark.com. n

Thank you Rosemary Capirchio for 
providing the Cianfrani Park photo-
graphs and David Morse for mak-
ing them print-worthy. 

CIANFRANI Continued from Page 1

319 Lombard Street,  Philadelphia, PA 19147 215.925.3963   | st-peters-school.org

ST. PETER’S SCHOOLS . R S SC OO
PRESCHOOL (3 YEARS OLD) THROUGH EIGHTH GRADE

INDEPENDENT
NON-SECTARIAN
COEDUCATIONAL

CONTACT US TO SCHEDULE A VISIT TODAY!

Cianfrani Park dedication, 1968
PhOTO: COuRTeSy Of ROSemARy CAPiRChiO

Searching For A Good Plumbing, 
Heating & Air Conditioning Company

Great

  
 

www.calljg.com • 215-383-2957

REASONS TO CALL US FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING SERVICE

Winner 
2009-2015

Members of Bella Vista Neighborhood Association: 
Take $55. off any plumbing, heating or A/C repair, and $333. off 

any heating and A/C installation.

1.REPAIR GUARANTEE If a repair fails during the first year, we will
   repair it again for FREE
2. JOB DONE RIGHT  We will fix it right the first time Or You Don’t Pay
3. NO SURPRISES GUARANTEE  We will give you a price up-front      
   before starting the work. Once we start the job the price will not     
   change, even if it is more work than we anticipated.
4. FAIR PRICE GUARANTEE No need to shop around. Our pricing is
    from our Flat Rate Book. If ever in doubt, always ask your contractor        
    to show you their flat rate book to show how they arrived at the price. 
5. SECURITY GUARANTEE  Our technicians are background
    checked, drug tested, uniformed and wear company identification

http://st-peters-school.org
http://calljg.com
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How much would you give for clean streets 
in Bella Vista? 

If you, like many of your neighbors, 
are concerned about litter and filth on our 
busiest streets and sidewalks, the Bella Vista 
Neighbors Association (BVNA) is ready to 
address the problem. 

And we need your support.
BVNA is raising $25,000 to cover the cost 

of twice-monthly sidewalk and curb cleaning, 
starting in Spring 2018. To break this down, 
Bella Vista has some 3,700 households. If 500 
of them gave $50 annually, it would fund the 
program for one year. 

BVNA is partnering with community-based 
nonprofit, Ready, Willing & Able (RWA), 
located just outside Bella Vista’s boundar-
ies at 1221 Bainbridge Street. The nonprofit 
provides paid transitional work, occupational 
training, housing, and comprehensive support 
services to homeless and formerly homeless 
individuals. You may have seen RWA’s Men 
in Blue around the neighborhood, providing 
regular cleaning services to Louis Kahn Park 
on 11th and Pine, and supporting BVNA dur-
ing our annual spring cleanup. 

Under the initiative, RWA will clean Bain-
bridge, Fitzwater, Catharine, Christian and 
Carpenter streets, Washington Avenue from 
6th to 11th, and numbered streets between 
South and Washington Avenue (except 9th 
Street from Christian to Washington Avenue 
which is overseen by the Italian Market.)

The cleaning will cover sidewalks, sewer 
grates and the gutter (18 inches into the street 
from the curb). 

There has not been City-supported street 
cleaning in Bella Vista in more than two de-
cades. The City does support the annual streets 
department clean-up and the Love Your Park 
clean-ups in the fall and spring. But there is 
NO comprehensive, ongoing sidewalk and 
street cleaning program in our neighborhood.

If we want cleaner streets, we must work 
together as a neighborhood to make it happen.

To do your part to keep our sidewalks 
and streets clean, visit BVNA’s website at 
www.bellavistaneighbors.org and click on the 
Donate Now link on the homepage (or send 
a check to BVNA, P.O. Box 63955 | Phila-
delphia, PA 19147). BVNA also needs help 
with future fundraising. To pitch in, contact 

Brandy Bones, BVNA’s Beautification Com-
mittee Lead at brandy.bones@gmail.com. 

We look forward to your support and in-
volvement in the months to come! n

BVNA’s Beautification Committee: Claudia  
Archer, Brandy Bones, Joseph Celentano, Rob 
DiGiacomo, Martha Freeman, JoAnn Greco, 
Tony Keating, & Ali Perelman

BVNA Sidewalk and Curb 
Cleaning Fundraising Campaign
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With your support, these streets will be cleaned 
twice-monthly.

On July 31, BVNA held a 
General Meeting to an-
nounce some great news 

– we were able to obtain insur-
ance! BVNA needs insurance to 
protect the actions and decisions 
of BVNA’s directors, officers and 
committee members. In early May 
we learned our insurance carrier 
was not renewing our insurance. 
We spent the next three months 
looking for another carrier with-
out much success. 

Why did we have such dif-
ficulty? BVNA was named as a 
defendant in a lawsuit in 2015. 
We were ultimately dismissed 
from the suit and found not liable. 
However, in the course of our 

defense, BVNA incurred substan-
tial legal fees that were paid by 
BVNA’s insurer, which resulted 
in us not being able to obtain 
insurance or appropriate insurance 
terms from almost all carriers.

The day before our policy was 
set to expire, we obtained a quote 
from a non-traditional carrier that 
meets our needs. Our insurance 
costs are higher now and will 
likely remain higher over the next 
couple of years than they formerly 
were. We have done and continue 
to fundraise to cover these costs. 
We want to thank the entire com-
munity for all of your support and 
we are so happy that we can con-
tinue to serve Bella Vista. n

917 South 9th Street,
PhiladelPhia, Pa 19147

Civic association update

BVNA events
Holiday Season Lighting Ceremony 
friends of Cianfrani Park holiday Season Lighting Ceremony on 
Tuesday November 28 @7pm 
Fair Districts PA & Committee of 70 on Redistricting, Palumbo Rec 
Ctr., January 30
Classical Music Benefit, Location TBA, february 9

https://www.facebook.com/Gleaners-Cafe-113504995350572/


Page 4  News of Bella Vista • Fall 20174

healthy, handmade
meals for busy people

or visit your local snap:
601 S. 10th Street Philadelphia, PA 19147

*valid only at your Bella Vista location until 10/31/2017. 1st time use only.

use promo code BVNA 
for $10 off your 1st order 
via our iOS app or online 
at snapkitchen.com *

The Rizzo mural almost entirely cleaned up after the most recent vandalism.
DON GROff PhOTO

NELLA GENOVESE  Realtor
20 N. 3rd St., Unit 302 Philadelphia, PA 19106
C 215.771.7100   O 215.928.0221    F 215.525.3445
NELLA@MGCrealestategroup.com
MGCrealestate.com

http://www.wag-philly.com
http://www.earthlydelights.biz
https://www.snapkitchen.com/locations/bella-vista/58
http://www.parent2child.net
http://www.MGCrealestate.com
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Celebrating  
12 years serving  

Bella Vista and the world. 

215-238-1270 
philabellavista@gmail.com

www.philadelphiabellavistabnb.com

Celebrating
15 years serving

Bella Vista and the world.

Mighty writers in the Italian Market
By Brandy Bones

The high school dropout rate in Philadelphia is 35 percent. Only 40 
percent of Philadelphia third graders score “proficient” or better in 
reading. Mighty Writers wants to change that. Founded in 2009, 

the Philadelphia-based nonprofit is on a mission to teach kids to think 
and write with clarity. At its four sites throughout the city, Mighty 
Writers offers free after school programs, writing workshops, mentor-
ships and college prep programs. 

One of the sites, Mighty Writers El Futuro, is located in the Ital-
ian Market on South 9th Street between League and Kimball Street. 
Mighty Writers opened El Futuro to address the acute and unmet need 
for out of school enrichment programming for local Mexican immigrant 
youth. Almost all El Futuro students speak Spanish at home and many 
of their parents speak little or no English. 

The bilingual writing center provides a space where these children 
can grow academically and tell their stories. And the program works. 
Last year, 81 percent of Mighty Writers’ students scored proficient for 
their grade. One hundred percent of Mighty Writers’ Teen Scholars 
graduate high school and are accepted into college. 

El Futuro also has a Mighty Radio program, complete with a dedi-
cated sound studio, specialized computer programs and sound recording 
equipment. Through workshops, children learn how to weave together 
narratives via spoken word. 

Shortly after opening, the site quickly filled to capacity. There are 
45 students that attend the daily after school academy (which has a 
growing wait list) and hundreds of kids attend writing workshops in the 
evenings and weekends each year. 

Mighty Writers can always use more volunteers for writing work-
shops, after school tutoring or evening mentoring. To learn more about 
Mighty Writers and how to volunteer, contact Madeline Karp, Program 
Director at mkarp@mightywriters.org. n

http://www.philadelphiabellavistabnb.com
http://www.philadelphiabellavistabnb.com
mailto:philabellavista%40gmail.com?subject=Saw%20%20this%20in%20the%20BVNA%20newsletter
http://www.citycatvets.com
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1901 Johnston St
Philadelphia, PA
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provided or use one of the above
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Color quality will be enhanced with
the final printed version of your ad.

COPY (WITH CORRECTIONS) APPROVED BY
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Read EVERY LINE.......
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√ Names √ Address
√ Email √ All Copy Text
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the space around the ad and your
signed approval must appear in the
space provided below. Please respond
at your earliest convenience.
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with corrections, fax corrections to

800-400-1755      or email
ppadilla@MarketTechMedia.com

STORE
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ADVERTISER

FORECLOSURE? REPOSSESSION?
OVERWHELMING DEBT? COLLECTION CALLS?

Now there’s a
champion in YOUR

corner.

The Law Office of
Alfonso Madrid, Esq.

EXPERIENCE
CONFIDENCE
TRUST

I Will Enforce YOUR RIGHTS!!

As a federally designated debt relief agency, I assist people with finding solutions to their debt
problems, including, where appropriate, the filing of petitions for relief under the bankruptcy code.

LocaLLy ownEd & oPEratEd
SoUtH PHILLy’S dEBt EXPErt

725 Bainbridge Street • Suite E
Philadelphia, 19147

215.925.1002
alfonsomadrid.esq@gmail.com

www.AlfonsoMadridLaw.com
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By Laura Burtner

Behind a gate on the south 
side of the 1000 block of 
Kimball Street, near the 

hustle of Washington Avenue and 
the Italian Market, lies a quarter 
acre bucolic sanctuary. Bel Ar-
bor Community Garden began 23 
years ago as an effort to convert 
a small plot of land into a gar-
den, and has evolved to become 
a communal backyard that rivals 
any to be found in the exurbs. 
Twenty-three garden plots are 
tended by members for personal 
pleasure and bounty; one mem-
ber, a beekeeper, maintains a hive. 
Together the members have also 
cultivated a grass and wildflower 
meadow, an orchard, and an arbo-
retum. They manage three com-
posting operations, and have built 
shared amenities including a tool 
shed, a picnic patio, a pergola, and 

a barbecue pit.
Bel Arbor members share in 

the maintenance and they social-
ize in the garden, coming togeth-
er informally, and for organized 
gatherings. Wildlife, some to be 
expected like squirrels, and some 
not—garden snakes, butterflies, 
bats, and songbirds (warblers!)—
gather there too, making the big 
city feel like a more natural place. 
A curious assortment of urban ar-
tifacts have been acquired through 
the years and placed throughout, 
adding a whimsical spirit. But 
the determination of the group 
of neighbors who persevered to 
establish this community garden 
is far from capricious.

The current-day organization 
was formed from the merging of 
The Kimball Street Community 
Garden, which started to clean 

Bel Arbor – A Garden 
of Urban Delight and 
Community Action

See BEL ARBOR, Page 8
A Bel Arbor tree trimmed to look like a praising spirit. 

LAuRA BuRTNeR PhOTO

Take Advantage of the 9,779 Buyers in Our Database  
Looking for a Home in The Area  

“Your Home May Already Be Sold!” 

Call Larry ...and Start Packing! 
1-844-501-3748, Dial Ext: 6002 

 www.LarryLevinHasTheBuyers.com 

http://www.LarryLevinHasTheBuyers.com
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BVNA Board
first monday, 7:30 pm,  
Palumbo Rec Center

Zoning Committee
first Tuesday, 7:30 pm,  
Palumbo Rec Center

Safety Committee
first Wednesday, 6:30pm,  
Santore Library

Beautification Committee
Second Tuesday, 6:30pm, 
Palumbo Rec Center

General Member 
Meetings
As announced, every other month.

Transportation 
Committee
meeting as announced.

up a weedy strip of forgotten 
land behind the Christ Presby-
terian Church, and the Bel Arbor 
Tree Farm, which formed to rid 
Washington Avenue of an eye-
sore following the demolition of 
the Torre Shirt Factory. Trees 
from the former tree farm have 
been planted all across Phila-
delphia. Bel Arbor worked with 
Neighborhood Gardens Trust 
to protect the land, and has a 
long-lasting relationship with the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Soci-
ety. Continuing in that tradition, 
Bel Arbor participates in PHS’s 
City Harvest. For this they have 
established a communal garden 
plot in which they nurture seed-
lings started by prison inmates; 
they donate the produce from 
this plot (and any additional 
from members) to the kitchen of 
Ready, Willing, and Able, a local 
non-profit organization. 

Bel Arbor opens the gate for 
visitors each June during Neigh-
borhood Gardens Trust Com-
munity Gardens Day. They also 
welcome curious passers-by when 
the gate is unlocked—however 
folks must introduce themselves 
to whomever is working in the 
garden. Their history is well doc-
umented; visit www.belarbor.org 
to find out more. n

The author would like to thank 
Bel Arbor member Carla Puppin 
for her time and insights for this 
story, and for her part in making 
Bella Vista a fantastic Philadelphia 
neighborhood.

BEL ARBOR Continued from Page 7

RECEIVE 20% OFF 
yearlong memberships with this ad!

Tours  •  Community Outreach  •  Workshops

Concerts  •  Educational Programming   •   Exhibitions

1020 South Street | (215) 733-0390 | phillymagicgardens.org

Your Ad: Here!
Reach 3,000+ mailboxes 
in Bella Vista

Info/rates:
www.bellavistaneighbors.org/
newsletter
Contact Bob Bershad: 
bob.bershad@gmail.com

This issue and all the recent 
issues were brought to you 
by the Managing Editor, Bob 
Bershad. Sponsors and con-
tributors please contact Bob 
at bob.bershad@gmail.com.  

BVNA monthly meetings -Attend & volunteer!

for updates and changes check our website and social media 
(BVneighbors).

https://www.phillymagicgardens.org/
http://www.pitstophq.com
mailto:bob.bershad%40gmail.com?subject=BVNA%20newsletter%20ad

