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Before indoor toilets, there were brick-lined 
holes in the ground called privies. Probably 
every home in Bella Vista – and the rest of 

the civilized world – had a privy. A Bella Vista 
privy was typically housed in a backyard outhouse. 
All privies were cleaned out and covered toward 
the end of the 19th century, when indoor plumb-
ing arrived. But not every privy was cleaned out 
properly. And it wasn’t just their effluvia that 
people dropped into privies. They also dropped 
things like marbles, toothbrushes, smoking pipes, 
porcelain dolls, false teeth, casks, and bottles. 
Turns out human waste preserves thing like that 
nicely.

John Fries has recovered hundreds – maybe 
thousands – of centuries-old items like that from 
privies all over the city. A carpenter who special-
izes in historic rehabs, John excavates privies as 
a hobby. He enjoys retrieving everyday objects 
from centuries past because they connect him 
with people long gone. Often objects he finds 
were beautifully crafted from a time before mass 
manufactories. “An object that was once utilitar-
ian, now reborn, touches the past, which gives 
it a soulful quality,” he said inside his Fairmount 
home, which houses his collection.

It is a physically taxing hobby but one that 
offers the prospect of an exciting find. There is al-
ways the chance John will recover a bottle or other 
item from a highly-regarded artisan. Like finding 
a rare baseball card in a flea market, uncovering a 
minor treasure from yesteryear is reward in itself. 
He notes the value of what he finds can range up John Fries with a centuries-old pipe and other artifacts at his 

home museum. 

The Santore branch is one of the busiest libraries in Philadelphia.

A Pretty Busy Library By Brandy Bones

The Charles Santore Library, 
near 7th & Carpenter Streets, 
is one of the busiest in Phila-

delphia’s library system. Last year it 
circulated 154,000 books and held 
800 programs attended by 19,500 
people. All managed by seven full-
time and three part-time staff, and 
supported by about a dozen volun-
teers. 

Its children’s activities include 
an afterschool homework program 
Monday through Thursday and a 
Tuesday morning children story 
time. Activities like these foster a 
lifelong love of books, says the chil-
dren’s librarian, Lindsay Friedman.

http://www.bellavistaneighbors.org/home/news
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By Laura Burtner

Samuel Fleisher started an art 
school in 1898 for Phila-
delphia’s then-burgeoning 

population of immigrants. Many 
worked at the Fleisher Yarn 
Company in Southwest Philadel-
phia. His goal was to create a 
space “where beauty and inspi-

ration may be gathered” by the 
hardworking thousands “whose 
lives are unavoidably cast upon a 
background of routine and same-
ness.” For them he wanted to cre-
ate “playgrounds for the soul.”

It was a popular idea. Fleish-
er’s playground for the soul, then 
called the Graphic Sketch Club, 
started in the Jewish Union, 422 
Bainbridge Street. But it moved 
in 1906 to 740 Catherine Street 
for more space.  In 1916, it took 
over the abandoned St. Martin’s 
College for Indigent Boys across 
the street. Fleisher’s idea contin-
ued to grow, perhaps tracking the 
size of the immigrant population. 
The school acquired the Church 
of the Evangelist in 1922, the 
parking lot on the south side of 
Catharine Street, and the building 
that houses the Fleisher Works on 
Paper gallery on Christian Street.

The Graphic Sketch Club was 
renamed the Fleisher Art Me-
morial after Fleisher’s passing in 
1944. Today it delivers art experi-
ences beyond its physical plant 
through its artists-in-residence 
outreach program, and its mo-
bile art studio, ColorWheels, 
which rolled out in 2012. It has 
grown far beyond being a Graphic 
Sketch Club, offering a full spec-
trum of art disciplines and studio 

facilities.
But Fleisher’s staff remains 

true to its founder’s commitment. 
They strive to engage everyone 
in the community – longtime 
neighbors and new arrivals – with 
a sanctuary for creative self-ex-
pression through art. Fleisher is 
always welcoming and inclusive to 
all ages, backgrounds, and artistic 
ability.

Fleisher is exploring opportu-
nities to partner with interested 
parties in the community to de-
velop its parking lot. They have 
issued a Request for Expressions 
of Interest and enlisted a steer-
ing committee to ensure the en-
deavor honors Fleisher’s vision. 
The community is invited to a 
presentation of the master plan 
on May 31st at 7 pm. Visit www.
fleisher.org for updates/details. n

The author wishes to thank Eliza-
beth Grimaldi, Executive Director 
of Fleisher Art Memorial, for her 
insights in writing this article.

Fleisher Art Memorial, 719 Cath-
arine Street, (215) 922-3456,  
Fleisher.org

Fleisher welcomes all ages, backgrounds, and artistic ability.

RECEIVE 20% OFF 
yearlong memberships with this ad!

Tours  •  Community Outreach  •  Workshops

Concerts  •  Educational Programming   •   Exhibitions

1020 South Street | (215) 733-0390 | phillymagicgardens.org

A Playground for the soul

https://www.phillymagicgardens.org/
http://www.fliesher.org
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Parent to Child Therapy Associates

new location!
1226 S. Broad St., Philadelphia PA 19146

215.644.9176 • parent2child.net • info.parent2child@gmail.com

A child and family therapy center to support  
growth and development throughout the life cycle

to $50,000. There are people all 
over the east coast who share his 
interest, always looking for op-
portunities to excavate privies.

The best opportunity to ex-
cavate is when a homeowner 
is renovating, installing a new 
patio, or swapping in new pav-
ers, he explains. Best to do it 
then because covering the privy 

with foundation will not only 
seal it underneath, it may de-
stroy it too. A scrupulous urban 
archeologist, John always asks 
permission to dig and carries $2 
million insurance and liability 
waiver. n

If you are interested in John vis-
iting your property to discuss 
unearthing the history below, he 
welcomes your telephone call at 
215.416.8355. 

Searching For A Good Plumbing, 
Heating & Air Conditioning Company

Great

  
 

www.calljg.com • 215-383-2957

REASONS TO CALL US FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING SERVICE

Winner 
2009-2015

Members of Bella Vista Neighborhood Association: 
Take $55. off any plumbing, heating or A/C repair, and $333. off 

any heating and A/C installation.

1.REPAIR GUARANTEE If a repair fails during the first year, we will
   repair it again for FREE
2. JOB DONE RIGHT  We will fix it right the first time Or You Don’t Pay
3. NO SURPRISES GUARANTEE  We will give you a price up-front      
   before starting the work. Once we start the job the price will not     
   change, even if it is more work than we anticipated.
4. FAIR PRICE GUARANTEE No need to shop around. Our pricing is
    from our Flat Rate Book. If ever in doubt, always ask your contractor        
    to show you their flat rate book to show how they arrived at the price. 
5. SECURITY GUARANTEE  Our technicians are background
    checked, drug tested, uniformed and wear company identification

HISTORY Continued from Page 1

http://www.parent2child.net
http://www.teamdamis.com
http://www.teamdamis.com
http://www.teamdamis.com
http://www.teamdamis.com
http://www.teamdamis.com
http://www.teamdamis.com
http://www.calljg.com
http://www.teamdamis.com
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For adults, Santore offers classes on Eng-

lish as a Second Language, yoga, knitting 
and crocheting, and a book club. Adults can 
also visit Santore for technology assistance, job 
searching, and to work on resumes.

Jeanne Hamann, Santore’s branch manager 
and adult and teen librarian, loves working 
there because she sees in the neighbors a genu-
ine desire for cultural interaction. “There is so 
much diversity in this neighborhood and inter-
est in getting to know each other,” she says.

This past February, Philadelphia Inquirer 
architecture critic Inga Saffron devoted an 
entire column to the library’s design, praising 
the midcentury modernist building for its ac-
cordion roof and glass ceilings. 

Formerly the Southwark Library, it was re-
named the Charles Santore Library in 2004 to 
honor lifelong South Philadelphian Charles 
Santore, born in 1910 at 707 South 7th Street. 
Santore was a boxer, Republican ward leader, 
and founder of Municipal Employees Union 
Local 696. When he passed in 2002 he was 
the oldest active ward leader in the city. 

Santore Library faced funding cuts, staff 
shortages and threats of shortened hours in 
the 2000s, so the Friends of Santore Library 
group restarted itself in 2007. Mitchell Bach, 
Friends of Santore Library Board member, 
moved to Queen Village in 1980 and fondly 
recalls spending a lot of time at the library 
with his children. “The role of the Friends 
group,” he says, “is to provide a voice that 

represents and supports the library and its 
interests.”

Santore’s Friends has raised funds for new 
lighting, new exterior gates, and planting a 
garden with outdoor seating. Grants from 
the city pay for children’s books and children 
story time. Councilman Mark Squilla and Be-
ginnings Learning Center, 10th Street near 
Bainbridge, are longtime Santore supporters. 

The library is a vibrant neighborhood as-
set. If you’ve never been, or it’s been a while, 
stop by this spring to visit the lovely court-
yard, attend a program, borrow a book, or 
involve yourself in the Friends group. n

LIBRARY Continued from Page 1

Want to Support the Friends of the 
Charles Santore Library?
 
Contact santorelibrary@gmail.com or 
visit www.santorelibrary.org to:
 

Join the Friends;
Volunteer your time;
Participate in the new Speaker Event Series 

featuring local writers and artists events; or
Donate

Santore’s building won praise from the Philadelphia Inquirer’s architectural critic, Inga Saffron.

http://cornerdentistryphilly.com/
http://www.wag-philly.com
mailto:santorelibrary@gmail.com
http://www.santorelibrary.org/
http://www.fantes.com
mailto:EarthlyDelights@gmail.com
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Celebrating  
12 years serving  

Bella Vista and the world. 

215-238-1270 
philabellavista@gmail.com

www.philadelphiabellavistabnb.com

Celebrating
15 years serving

Bella Vista and the world.

http://www.tallutos.com
http://www.philadelphiabellavistabnb.com
mailto:philabellavista%40gmail.com?subject=Saw%20%20this%20in%20the%20BVNA%20newsletter
mailto:ksenia@ewrhomes.com
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Thank you for advertising with our
Adcart program. This advertisement

will appear in the

installation at

ACCOUNT NUMBER

JULY

Acme Market #7715
1901 Johnston St
Philadelphia, PA

If you received your proof by mail,
please return in the envelope
provided or use one of the above
mentioned methods.
Color quality will be enhanced with
the final printed version of your ad.

COPY (WITH CORRECTIONS) APPROVED BY

BEFORE YOU Sign
Read EVERY LINE.......

Please CHECK very carefully for:
√ Spelling √ Phone Numbers
√ Names √ Address
√ Email √ All Copy Text

Copy corrections should be indicated in
the space around the ad and your
signed approval must appear in the
space provided below. Please respond
at your earliest convenience.

Please call 877-633-4205 x135
with corrections, fax corrections to

800-400-1755      or email
ppadilla@MarketTechMedia.com

STORE
DIRECTORY

ADVERTISER

FORECLOSURE? REPOSSESSION?
OVERWHELMING DEBT? COLLECTION CALLS?

Now there’s a
champion in YOUR

corner.

The Law Office of
Alfonso Madrid, Esq.

EXPERIENCE
CONFIDENCE
TRUST

I Will Enforce YOUR RIGHTS!!

As a federally designated debt relief agency, I assist people with finding solutions to their debt
problems, including, where appropriate, the filing of petitions for relief under the bankruptcy code.

LocaLLy ownEd & oPEratEd
SoUtH PHILLy’S dEBt EXPErt

725 Bainbridge Street • Suite E
Philadelphia, 19147

215.925.1002
alfonsomadrid.esq@gmail.com

www.AlfonsoMadridLaw.com
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Recycling DOs and DON’Ts 
The more you know about recycling, the easier it’ll be to 
keep it clean. Philadelphia picks it up weekly. Here are DOs 
and DON’Ts. 

Do Don’t
Rinse out all containers Put out your recycling (or trash) 

before 7pm the night before 
pickup

PLASTICS
Hard Plastic Takeout Containers
Plastic Cold Drink Cups and Lids
Detergent and Shampoo Bottles
Pump and Spray Bottles
Plastic Pails, Buckets, Garden Pots

Plastic Bags
Styrofoam Food/Beverage Con-
tainers 

PAPER
Newspapers and Inserts
 Magazines, Brochures, and Catalogs
Junk Mail, Envelopes, Writing Paper
Scrap Paper
Paper Bags
Phone Books
Paperback Books
Greeting Cards, Gift Wrap (non-metallic)

Waxed Paper Plates, Cups, and 
Takeout Containers
Tissues, Paper Towels, and Nap-
kins
Wet or Food-Soiled Paper

CARTONS
Milk, Juice, Ice Cream, Wine and Soups Food Waste

METAL
Recycle Metals Including: 
Aluminum, Steel, and Tin Cans
Empty Paint Cans
Empty Aerosol Cans
Metal Trays and Baking Dishes
Jar Lids and Bottle Caps
Clean Aluminum Foil

Light Bulbs
Cassette Tapes (VHS and audio)
Garden Hoses
Needles and Syringes
Electronics

GLASS
Bottles 
Jars 

Porcelain 
Non-Container Glass

CARDBOARD
Flattened and Free of Grease and Food
Corugated Cardboard Shipping Boxes
Clean Pizza Boxes
Paper Towel Rolls
Egg Cartons
Dry Food Boxes

Greasy Pizza Boxes

To get a recycling bucket contact info@bellavistaneighbors.org
 

mailto:alfonsomadrid.esq%40gmail.com?subject=I%20saw%20your%20ad%20in%20the%20BVNA%20newsletter
mailto:info@bellavistaneighbors.org
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By Brandy Bones 

Bella Vista now boasts one 
of the lowest crime rates 
in the city, but public 

safety remains a priority of the 
Bella Vista Neighbors Associa-
tion (BVNA). BVNA used to 
be called the Bella Vista Town 
Watch.  Neighbors concerned 
about crime and blight started 
the town watch in 1992.

Lieutenant Mike Goodson, who com-
mands the South Street Mini-Station, says 
the key to effective policing is strong com-
munity relations. “The police are usually the 
first line of defense when a crime happens,” 
explains Lt. Goodson, “but our success de-
pends on our relationship with the neighbor-
hood – its citizens and business owners. You 
are the eyes and ears.”

Crime prevention efforts in Bella Vista 
focus on increasing the risks and costs of 
committing crime and reducing the rewards, 
provocations, and excuses that motivate crime. 
Relamping all the South Street pedestrian 
lights with brighter, white LED bulbs is an 
example of increasing the risks of committing 
crime - the extra light increases the chance of 
getting caught in the act. The South Street 

Headhouse District was the 
big mover in making that 
happen.

BVNA’s Public Safety 
Committee Chair Joe Alkus, 
who is a Temple University 
criminal justice professor, 
agrees with Lt. Goodson 
that the community is key 
to public safety. With the 
spring in full swing, be vigi-

lant. Increasing temperatures mean increasing 
crime because more people are out, and out 

later. 
This is particularly true on South Street 

where late night activities for locals and out-
of-towners are the norm. As Joe Alkus puts it, 
“We all have a part to play; be conscientious 
of your surroundings and remove opportuni-
ties for criminal activity to occur in the first 
place.” n

If you are interested in getting involved via 
BVNA, contact  crime@bellavistaneighbors.org. 
And everyone is welcome to attend PSA1 meet-
ings on the first Wednesday of every month at 
6:30pm at the Charles Santore Library.

support the south street 
Police Mini-station

The Friends of the South Street Police Mini-Sta-
tion, founded by long time Bella Vistan, John Smyth, 
raises funds for building maintenance, computers, 
bikes, office furniture and other material the City 
doesn’t pay for. 

• Contact the Friends of the South Street Police 
Mini-Station via policeministation@gmail.com 

• Donate to the Friends of the South Street Police 
Mini-Station at www.policeministation.org/donate

Protect yourself, your 
neighbors, your stuff

• Don’t leave your stuff visible in your 
car, please

• Get your packages delivered to neigh-
borhood businesses, Amazon lockers or UPS 
Access Points 

• Register your outside CCTV cameras 
with the SafeCam program at safecam.
phillypolice.com 

• Update your homeowner’s or renter’s 
insurance when you get new stuff

You are the eyes and ears of the community 

mailto:crime@bellavistaneighbors.org
mailto:policeministation@gmail.com
http://www.policeministation.org/donate
http://safecam.phillypolice.com/
http://safecam.phillypolice.com/
http://www.mambomovers.com
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HURRY!  

Buy your tic
kets 

by May 19th!

BELLA VISTA NIGHT AT THE 
PHILLIES

Friday, June 3 -- 7:05pm
vs. the Milwaukee Brewers 

MEET US AT THE

BALLPARK

Join our neighbors for a fun evening at Citizens Bank Park with 
a showdown between the Phillies and the Brewers! We have 

reserved seats in Sections 330-331. Each $28 ticket includes a 
$14 donation to BVNA.

Space is
 Lim

ite
d.

To find a mail payment form or to order through PayPal, 
please visit www.BellaVistaNeighbors.org 

Questions please call - (215) 627-0057

Section 331 

$28 each vs.  
St. Louis  

Cardinals
Tuesday, June 20

7:05 pm

BVNA night at Citizens Bank Park
Philadelphia Phillies vs. St. Louis Cardinals

Tuesday, June 20 -- 7:05 Start
Section 331 -- $28/ticket, includes $14 donation to BVNA

Please visit BellaVistaNeighbors.org to find mail order form  
or to order through PayPal, no later than May 20th

Questions? Call 215-627-0057
See you at the ballpark!

Purch
ase

 by 

May 20

BVNA events  
and  meetings

GeNeral MeeTiNG & 

elecTiONs

Tuesday, May 23 7:00 p.m.

Palumbo Recreation Center

ZONiNG 

First Tuesday, 7:30 pm, Palumbo 

Rec Center, 10th & Fitzwater. Open 

meetings for community input on 

building and renovation projects 

requiring variances to the zoning 

code.

Psa1 

First Wednesday, 6:30 pm, Santore 

Library, 7th & Carpenter. Meeting 

between police leadership and 

stakeholders in Police Service Area 

1 of the 3rd District. Review of 

monthly crime statistics. 

BVNa BOarD

First Monday, 7:30 pm, Palumbo 

Rec Center. Board of directors’ 

monthly business meeting.

All meetings open to the public. 

Check our website and social media 

for schedule changes.

9,779 Buyers in Our Database  
Looking for a Home in The Area  

“Your Home May Already Be Sold!” 

Call Larry: (1-800-560-2071)  
Dial Ext: 6002 

...and Start Packing! 

www.LarryLevinHasTheBuyers.com 


