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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Anthony Jellard Associates have been commissioned to prepare a landscape and visual appraisal 

(LVA) in support of a full planning application for the retention and formation of earth bunding, 

landscaping and associated works at Bryn Quarry, Gelliargwellt Uchaf, near Gelligaer, in Caerphilly 

County Borough.  

 

1.2 The existing quarry is being worked in accordance with planning permission 12/0570/FULL. As part 

of that planning permission details of a proposed landscape bund were submitted to the Council, 

with the landscape bund located in close proximity to the northern edge of the quarry. 

 

1.3 Upon implementation of the quarry works, it was discovered that the location of the bund 

coincided with a 2m deep area of peat and that the quantities of available and suitable materials 

anticipated for the bund were not present. This area of peat prevented the construction of the 

bund in the desired original location because the peat would have collapsed under the weight of 

the machinery needed to form the bund and the weight of the proposed bund itself. The bund 

relocation to the south east comprises overburden from the eastern end of the approved quarry, 

which was required to be excavated at that time as there was a shortage of available mineral 

within the quarry. This operation is now largely complete. A letter from JPCE Ltd that identifies 

the technical rationale for the works in more detail accompanies this submission. 

 

1.4 For the technical reasons stated above and in the JPCE Ltd letter supplementing this application, 

in order to form a suitable landscape bund, it needs to be located on appropriate ground 

conditions which are approximately 40-100m further north east and approximately 40-70m 

further south east. 

 

1.5 The landscape bund is now in the process of being constructed. The bund is formed from inert 

material either from the fields immediately adjoining the bund, the overburden from the quarry 

or recycled earth/rock/stone from the adjoining Material Recovery Facility via current operational 

licences. 

 

1.6 The landscape bund will be formed and landscaped using the same principles as the previously 

proposed and approved bund, and is in line with subsequent pre-application feedback provided 

by the Council.  

 

1.7 A site meeting with the Caerphilly Case Officer and the Landscape Team Leader took place on 

19.09.17.  This was an opportunity for the recently appointed landscape officer to view the site 

context and the nature of the proposed development.  A draft sketch plan of landscape mitigation 

was discussed as part of the on-site discussions and a number of detailed points raised by the 

Council have now been reflected in this LVA and accompanying landscape mitigation and planting 

strategy plan.  These points are as follows: 

• Detailed planting specification notes have been provided on AJA mitigation drawing 

2229.01 Issue 1.  These includes notes on proposed native tree and shrub species 
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• Notes also provided on topsoil depths for different landscape treatments.  Maximum 

storage height for topsoil provided. 

• Hedges extended to link under powerlines to better connect landscape on earth bunds 

with surrounding landscape network 

• Trees included in hedgerows – typical of current local context 

• Wildflower and grass seed mixes provided 

 

 

2. METHODOLOGY 

2.1 This LVA has been prepared with reference to guidance, as far as it is appropriate to an appraisal 

of this nature, contained in: 

• “Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact assessment” (GLVIA 3rd Edition, 2013), 

published by the Landscape Institute and the Institute of Management and Environmental 

Assessment 

GLVIA notes that, in an appraisal such as this for the proposed Bryn Quarry development, ‘the 

process is informal and there is more flexibility in the approach that is taken [compared to a full 

LVIA] but the essence of the approach still applies’. 

 

Study Area 

2.2 The study area for the assessment has been defined in accordance with the guidance provided in 

the GLVIA 3rd edition, 2013, which advises that the study area for a landscape assessment needs 

to cover “the site itself and the full extent of the wider landscape context around it which the 

proposed development may influence in a significant manner”.1 

 

2.3 The scale of the development is comparatively modest when set within the wider landscape, and 

the works consist of visually low key gently-shaped earth bunds with a naturalistic landscape 

treatment of native tree copses, hedgerows and pastureland.  Woodland cover and topography 

will screen the site from many directions.  For these reasons, no substantial effects are anticipated 

beyond 2kms.  

 

2.4 Wherever possible, the analysis has been objective, the residual effects quantified and any 

subjective judgements have been described in clearly defined terms. Both objective analysis and 

subjective professional judgements are required for effective, high quality landscape and visual 

analysis. 

 

Surveys 

2.5 Detailed desktop surveys were carried out of published material on the landscape of the site and 

its wider context. Material included maps, photographic evidence, historic landscape and cultural 

data. Fieldwork enabled the recording of various landscape elements, such as topography, land 

use and vegetation. The fieldwork was undertaken by two chartered landscape architects, each 

                                                           
1 ‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment’; Third Edition; Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental 
Management & Assessment; 2013; paragraph 5.2, p.70 
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with more than 25 years’ experience of the preparation of landscape and visual assessments and 

who are very familiar with the landscape of the wider locality. From the analysis of this 

combination of material, it was possible to carry out an evaluation of landscape character and 

assess the predicted effect of the proposed development. 

 

Assumptions 

2.6 Reference to “the site” should be interpreted as the area contained within the red line drawn to 

identify the boundary for the planning application. 

2.7 All visual assessment field survey work has been undertaken from within publicly accessible areas 

only: views from private properties and commercial buildings, where considered, are approximate 

and have been estimated, with reference to the nearest publicly-accessible location from which 

assessment could reasonably take place. 

 

Assessment Viewpoints  

2.8 A series of potential viewpoints (see Appendix, Figures AJA 03-14, inclusive) was identified, based 

on desktop analysis of mapped information and prior knowledge of the wider landscape. The 

viewpoints were selected to be representative of the various groups of receptors, the views of 

which may be affected by the proposed development. The focus, when selecting viewpoints, was 

on those from which viewers could experience ‘likely significant effects’ and taking ‘an approach 

that is proportional to the scale of the project that is being assessed’, in line with GLVIA3 as current 

best practice guidance; although it should be noted that the term ‘significant’ is not defined within 

this guidance, nor indeed within the Environmental Assessment Regulations where a formal 

landscape and visual impact assessment is required. This approach involves using professional 

judgement and, for this appraisal, we have identified potential locations from where possible 

substantial effects could occur. These candidate viewpoints were then reviewed in the field and 

refined as necessary. 

 

  Landscape Sensitivity (Susceptibility to Change) 

2.9  The term 'landscape receptor' means an element or a group of elements which will be directly or 

indirectly affected by the proposals. Landscape receptors are physical elements or attributes of 

the landscape that could be affected by the development, such as landscape character, landform, 

water courses, woodland, groups of trees or hedgerows, land uses and field boundaries. 

 

2.10   Landscape receptors are assessed in terms of their ‘Landscape Sensitivity’. This combines 

judgements on the value to be attached to the landscape and the susceptibility to change of the 

landscape from the type of change or development proposed. 

 

2.11 Prior to the advent of the landscape character assessment procedure now used by local 

authorities, the sensitivity of a given landscape receptor was often defined in terms of landscape 

value, which took the form of national planning designations - such as National Parks and Areas 

of Outstanding Natural Beauty - or local designations, such as Areas of Great Landscape Value or 

Special Landscape Areas.  Recent assessment guidance has placed greater emphasis on those 

landscapes which do not benefit from national or local designations, but which may be valued 

locally for particular reasons. In assessing the value of a given landscape, we have used the range 
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of factors which can be taken into consideration as listed in Box 5.1 of GLVIA3, insofar as they 

relate to the particular landscape context.  

 

2.12 The sensitivity of landscape receptors is defined in Table 1, below: 

 Table 1: Sensitivity of Landscape Receptors  

Sensitivity Landscape type or feature 

High 

An area possessing a particularly distinctive sense of place, in good condition, or 

highly valued for its scenic quality and/or landscape character, for example World 

Heritage Sites, National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Heritage 

Coasts, Grade 1 listed buildings and historic parks; or an intact feature of high 

intrinsic value; [such as prominent trees or tree groups, forming a critical part of 

the landscape pattern or historic landscape pattern]; landscapes or features with 

a low tolerance to change of the type identified. 

 

Medium 

An area with a well-defined sense of place and/or character in moderate condition; 

or an area valued by designation at a local or regional level; or a partly damaged 

feature of high intrinsic value; or an intact feature of moderate intrinsic value [such 

as prominent trees or tree groups which contribute to the character of the site, 

screening of views, landscape or historic landscape pattern]; a landscape or feature 

which is partially tolerant of change of the type identified. 

Low 

An area with a poorly defined sense of place, and/or landscape character in poor 

condition, often not valued for its scenic quality; or a feature of low intrinsic value 

[such as trees and species poor hedges of no special quality or function]; or a 

landscape or feature that is tolerant of change of the type identified. 

 

Magnitude of Landscape Effect 

2.13 The criteria used to assess the magnitude of landscape effects (including those on landscape 

character and historical landscape character and setting) are based upon the predicted amount 

of physical change, the geographic extent of the area influenced and its duration and reversibility, 

that will occur as a result of the proposals, as described in Table 2, below. These are based on 

best practice examples and experience: 

 

Table 2: Magnitude of Landscape Effect 

Category Description 

Major adverse 

landscape effect 

The proposals will be at complete variance with the scale, landform, 

pattern or character of the landscape, and/or would diminish or destroy 

the integrity of characteristic features and their settings. 
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Moderate adverse 

landscape effect 

The proposals will be at odds with the scale, landform, pattern or 

character of the landscape and/or would cause a noticeable diminution of 

the integrity of characteristic features and their settings. 

 Minor adverse 

landscape effect 

 

 

The proposals will not quite fit into the scale, landform, pattern or 

character of the landscape and/or would cause a perceptible diminution 

of the integrity of characteristic features and their settings. 

 

 

 

Negligible adverse 

landscape effect 

The proposals will create a barely perceptible diminution of the integrity 

of characteristic features and their settings. 

No change The proposals will not cause any change to the scale, landform, pattern 

or character of the landscape. 

Negligible landscape 

beneficial effect 

The proposals will provide a barely perceptible enhancement of the 

integrity of characteristic features and their settings. 

Minor landscape 

beneficial benefit 

The proposals will achieve a degree of fit with the scale, landform, pattern 

or character of the landscape and make a minor contribution to enhancing 

the character, sense of place or integrity of the landscape. 

Moderate landscape 

beneficial effect 

The proposals will fit well with the scale, landform, pattern or character 

of the landscape and would noticeably enhance the character, sense of 

place or integrity of the landscape. 

Major landscape 

beneficial effect 

The proposals will fit very well with the scale, landform, pattern or 

character of the landscape and would restore the character, sense of 

place or scale of the landscape. 

 

Sensitivity of Visual Receptors (Susceptibility to Change) 

2.14     The term 'visual receptor' means people - individuals and/or defined groups of people who have 

the potential to be directly or indirectly affected by the proposals. Visual receptors are at accessible 

viewpoints, the sensitivity of which would be dependent on the location, the activity of the viewer and 

the importance of the view. These would include viewpoints available to the users of outdoor facilities, 

sporting activities and users of public rights of way; viewpoints from landscape features and beauty 

spots; viewpoints outside local properties (which would represent the view for local residents); and 

viewpoints available to people travelling through the landscape. Views may be glimpsed and fleeting, 

or open and sustained. 

 

2.15      The determination of the sensitivity of the visual receptors is a matter of professional 

judgement. The GLVIA 3rd edition, 2013, recommend that the assessment of sensitivity will be 

dependent on: 

• the location and context of a viewpoint; 

• the expectations and occupation or activity of the viewer; 

• the importance of the view (which may be determined with respect to its popularity or 

the numbers of people affected, its appearance in guidebooks, on tourist maps, and in 
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the facilities provided for its enjoyment and references to it in literature or art); and 

• the scale of the view and the extent of visibility. 

 

Table 3: Sensitivity of Visual Receptors (Susceptibility to Change) 

Sensitivity Visual Receptor 

High 

Viewers with a particular interest in their visual environment and/or prolonged 

viewing opportunities, for example residents, or visitors to National Parks, Areas 

of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Heritage Coasts or walkers on National Trails. 

Medium 

Viewers with a general interest in their visual environment; for example, visitors 

to regionally or locally valued countryside - including Access Land not within a 

designated landscape - and users of local open space facilities, and walkers or 

horse riders on locally-promoted public rights of way which are not specifically 

identified for their visual interest. 

 

 

 

Low Viewers with a passing or momentary interest in their everyday surroundings, 

for example motorists or people at their place of work, whose attention is 

focused on other activities and who are therefore less susceptible to change. 

 

 

 

2.16 The magnitude of visual effects depends on factors such as distance, the time of day, the prevailing 

weather conditions, elevation and aspect, as well as the context of the view. The predicted level 

of effect has been assessed during good visibility and light conditions, therefore with the best 

possible view of the proposals. Allowance has also been made for the likely visibility of the 

proposed development during the winter aspect; that is, without the presence of leaves on 

deciduous vegetation and its consequential contribution to screening effects. 

 

2.17 The following scale has been adopted for assessing the magnitude of visual effect, based on the 

degree of change to the view, or to the composition - see Table 4, below. This is based on best 

practice examples and previous experience 

 

Table 4: Magnitude of Visual Effect 

Visual Effect Magnitude Description 

Major adverse or beneficial 

visual effect 

The proposals will cause a dominant or complete change to the 

composition of the view, the appreciation of the landscape 

character, or the ability to take in or enjoy the view. 

Moderate adverse or 

beneficial visual effect 

The proposals will cause a clearly noticeable change to the view, 
which would affect the composition, the appreciation of landscape 
character or the ability to take in or enjoy the view. 
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Minor adverse or beneficial 

visual effect 

The proposals will cause a perceptible change to the view, but which 

would not materially affect the composition, the appreciation of 

landscape character or the ability to take in or enjoy the view. 

 

 

 

 

Negligible adverse or 

beneficial visual effect 

The proposals will cause a barely perceptible change to the view, 

which would not affect the composition, the appreciation of 

landscape character, or the ability to take in or enjoy the view. 

No change The proposals will cause no change to the view. 

 

Assessment of Overall Level of Effect 

2.18 The scale shown in Table 5, below, has been adopted to assess the overall level of both landscape 

and visual effects and whether they are considered to be adverse, beneficial or neutral. (Neutral 

effects would be those where there may be a landscape or visual change, but the overall weighting 

of positive and negative effects is very finely balanced). The basis of this scale is derived from 

professional experience. In accordance with good practice, the main aim in the reporting of the 

identified effects is to describe the key landscape and visual issues which are relevant to 

determining this planning application; for the purposes of this assessment, such effects are 

referred to as being substantial - which we would define as being of material consideration. In 

terms of Table 5 below, it is assumed that moderate and greater landscape and visual effects are 

likely to be substantial.  It should be noted that the term 'residual effects' used in this assessment 

refers to those effects which are predicted, having taken into account all of the proposed 

mitigation measures. 

              Table 5: Assessment of Overall Landscape or Visual Level of Effect 

(It should be noted that some of assessment values below, e.g. moderate-minor, are expressed as a 
continuum. In these instances, our professional judgement is that the assessment of the level of effect is not 
sufficiently weighted as to be defined by a single value of say moderate or minor.  Our approach follows 
GLVIA 3 guidance on the importance of professional judgement in landscape and visual assessment)  

Magnitude 

Sensitivity 

High Medium Low 

Major Major 

Adverse/Beneficial 

Major-Moderate 

Adverse/Beneficial 

Moderate-Minor 

Adverse/Beneficial 

Moderate Major-Moderate 

Adverse/Beneficial 

Moderate – Minor 

Adverse/Beneficial 

Minor 

Adverse/Beneficial 

Minor Moderate – Minor 

Adverse/Beneficial 

Minor 

Adverse/Beneficial 

Minor - Negligible 

Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible 
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3. BASELINE CONDITIONS 

3.1 The baseline condition information is built up by a process which combines the results of desktop 

research with those of detailed field observation and analysis.  

  

Location and Land Use 

3.2 The Site at Gelliargwellt Uchaf is located approximately 1 km to the south-west of the settlement 

of Gelligaer It is accessed off the B4254 road between Gelligaer and Nelson, which runs east west 

just north of the site. Bryn Quarry Ltd is part of the Bryn Group which operates the Materials 

Recycling Facility (MRF), an In-Vessel Composting Facility (IVC), an active sandstone quarry, a 

Green Waste Facility and a large dairy farm, at the site and on land in the surrounding area.  

 

3.3 The site is currently a mixture of pasture land grazed by cattle – bounded and demarcated by some 

sections of mature field boundary hedgerow or drainage ditches, some with post and wire fences 

- farm access tracks and disturbed or cultivated ground where the initial stages of a bund are being 

constructed.  

Topography 

3.4 The site of the active sandstone quarry is south-east of Gelliargwellt Uchaf farmstead, situated on 

relatively flat land at the top of a valley side ridge. This relatively flat land extends all the way to 

the southern edges of Gelligaer, with only a 2-metre change of level occurring over nearly a 

kilometre. The valley slopes below the quarry are locally steep and well-clothed with primarily 

mature broadleaved woodland, interspersed with patches of scrub and stands of bracken. 

 

3.5 Natural elevations around the present quarry vary from approximately 223m Above Ordnance 

Datum (AOD) to the north-west and approximately 219m AOD to the south-east. The elevation of 

the quarry floor is typically around 203m AOD. Quarry sides are near-vertical cut rock faces, some 

overlaid with a shallow layer of overburden. Low screening bunds, approximately 2.5 – 3 metres 

high, enclose some parts of the northern and south-eastern boundaries of the active quarry  

 

3.6 The land where construction of the screen bund has begun- and where it is proposed to be 

constructed – is generally substantially flat, and at a similar elevations to those of the original 

levels of the undisturbed land beyond the eastern section of the active quarry. However, some 

trial pit excavation has taken place in parts of the area of the consented bund on the northern 

edge of the quarry to try and establish the extent and depth of peat; it was these excavations 

which led to the need for the proposed bund repositioning. 

Existing Site Vegetation and Site Boundaries 

3.7 The areas of ground required to accommodate the proposed screening mounds are a combination 

of disturbed land – where the construction of the earth bund has begun, with temporary grass 

seeding - and mostly improved pasture, grazed by the Gelliargwellt Uchaf dairy herd. Much of the 

undisturbed part of the site is on shallow soils overlying the sandstone bedrock, but the northern 

edges are overlaid by a substantial thickness of sub-surface peat, resulting in areas of locally-

impeded drainage. Localised ponding/wet flushes have occurred in some places beside the farm 
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access track which follows the north-western and northern edges of the approved quarry 

extension site.  

 

3.8 The north-western field boundary is demarcated by a mature field boundary hedgerow with 

occasional trees. This hedgerow is not continuous and flanks the outer bank of a deep drainage 

ditch which runs from north-east to south-west. To the north, a line of broadleaved scrub along 

the outside of the field boundary fence defines the site boundary to the north of the farm access 

track.  The north-eastern boundary of the land required to accommodate the proposed perimeter 

screening mounds is largely open, with sporadic willow and hawthorn bushes growing along the 

line of a substantial drainage ditch which has a post and wire fence flanking it.  To the south-

eastern side, field boundaries are a mixture of remnant stone walls, drainage ditches with patches 

of scrub vegetation and then a number of mature field boundary hedgerows with significant tree 

cover. 

Existing Structures 

3.9 The existing quarry has no permanent structures, but a variable number of items of mobile plant 

used for extracting and grading the sandstone material.  

 

3.10 An overhead 33kV electricity transmission line carried on wooden poles has recently been diverted 

on an alignment which takes the line to the west of the existing quarry, running across pasture 

land between the western edge of the quarry workings and the eastern side of the dairy farm 

building complex. A higher voltage overhead line, carried on steel lattice towers, runs on a north-

east to south-west alignment to the south east of the extended quarry. These line towers and 

conductors will remain in situ. 

 

3.11 The buildings and associated structures of the general Bryn Quarry waste management and 

recycling facilities lie to the west of the quarry site, focussed around the southern and south-

western sides of the original farmstead of Gelliargwellt Uchaf. 

Public Rights of Way, Access Land and Public Open Space  

3.12     There are no public rights of way within the site. A local public footpath runs close to the western 

edge of the proposed screening mounds location, on an alignment which is roughly north-east to 

south-west.  This footpath links the residential area of western Gelligaer with a branch of the 

Rhymney Valley Ridgeway Walk which links to the heritage site at Llancaiach Fawr at the edge of 

Nelson to the east.  This branch passes along the upper valley edge, following the farm track 

running south-east from the farmstead at Gelliargwellt Uchaf towards Penallta. The Rhymney 

Valley Ridgeway Walk is a promoted long-distance footpath following a 43-kilometre circuitous 

route, which starts and finishes at the Penallta Country Park, located some 0.75kms to the south-

east of the Bryn Quarry site.2 Here, one arm of the route of the Rhymney Valley Ridgeway Walk 

runs north-eastwards, crossing the farmland to the east of the proposed screening mounds, and 

then along the outer edge of the Pen y Bryn residential area of Gelligaer, eventually to meet 

Gelligaer Road near the church. Another arm runs south-westwards down the valley side to cross 

                                                           
2 Long Distance Walkers’ Association website, interrogated 14th Feb 2017 
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the Caerphilly Road, before climbing the slopes to the south of Nelson and onto the open common 

land on the high ground to the west of Mynydd Eglwysilian. 

 

3.13 Penallta Country Park is an extensive area of public open space located around 0.3kms to the 

south-east of the active quarry site, on the upper valley slopes to the west of Penallta village; it is 

owned and managed by Caerphilly County Borough Council, having been reclaimed from an 

extensive area of waste tips created by the former Penallta Colliery.  The Country Park has a 

number of car parks, extensive areas of young planted woodland and a large open space for 

outdoor events, as well as footpaths and other routes for both active and passive recreation.  It 

has a notable very large earth sculpture – ‘Sultan’, the Pit Pony - and there are extensive views 

out over the surrounding area from the country park’s highest points, which are at an elevation 

of around 225m AOD.   

 

3.14 There is no designated Access Land in the vicinity of the site. However, the extensive tract of open 

Common Land at Mynydd Eglwysilian - some 2.25kms distant to the south at its nearest point - 

rises to 355m AOD, from which there are extensive views out, including towards the Bryn Quarry 

vicinity.  This Common Land has been designated as Access Land under the Countryside and Rights 

of Way Act, 2000. 

 

3.15 A section of National Cycle Route 47 (Newport to Fishguard)3 runs along the axis of the valley 

immediately to the north of - and parallel to - the mineral railway line between Nelson and 

Tredomen to the south west of the site, at around 0.8kms at its closest point.  

Public Roads 

3.16 There are several public roads in the vicinity of the site.  The B4254 running between Gelligaer and 

Nelson is around 0.59kms to the north-west from the nearest section of the proposed screening 

mounds. To the north and north-east, local residential access roads within Gelligaer and Pen y 

Bryn are around 0.3 to 0.35kms distant.  The A472 main road between Nelson and Ystrad Mynach 

is around 1km distant to the south west. A minor road (Heol Fawr) leading south-east from the 

edge of Nelson rises the valley side to reach the Common Land on Mynydd Eglwysilian, reaching 

an elevation of 302m AOD at its highest point, from which there are extensive open views to the 

north towards the Bryn Quarry site.   

Landscape Character Assessment 

3.17 'Landscape character' is defined as a distinct and recognisable pattern of elements that occur 

consistently in a particular type of landscape and how people perceive it.  It reflects particular 

combinations of geology, landform, soils, vegetation and land-use, and human settlement.  It 

creates the particular ‘sense of place’ of different areas of the landscape. 

 

3.18 The LANDMAP system has been developed specifically for the assessment of character in the 

landscape of Wales.  Landscape characteristics, qualities and influences on the landscape are 

recorded and evaluated in a consistent way against a standard set of criteria, and this data base is 

used by planning authorities in their decision-making process when determining planning 

                                                           
3 SUSTRANS website entry at 15th February 2017 
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applications. The LANDMAP classification consistently uses the terms ‘Outstanding’, ‘High’, 

‘Moderate’ and ‘Low’ when assessing the value of all five Aspects of the landscape.  The following 

interpretations are given4: 

• Outstanding: the importance of the qualities within the Aspect Area are of international 

or national importance to the Aspect; 

• High: the importance of the qualities within the Aspect Area are of regional or county 

importance to the Aspect; 

• Moderate: the importance of the qualities within the Aspect Area are of local importance 

to the Aspect; 

• Low:  the importance of the qualities within the Aspect Area are of little or no importance 

to the Aspect. 

 

3.19 LANDMAP consists of five spatial data sets: Geological Landscape, Landscape Habitats, Visual & 

Sensory, Historic Landscape, Cultural Landscape.  The boundaries and descriptions contained 

within the LANDMAP Collector data for the Application Site and its environs are shown in the 

Appendix. The following descriptions are taken direct from the published LANDMAP Collector 

data. 

 

3.20 LANDMAP places the site within the ‘Llanfabon’ Visual & Sensory Aspect Area, Cynon VS143. The 

summary description of this is quoted below: 

“A pleasant landscape, with some attractive rolling farmland away from the built form urban 

edges of Nelson, Blackwood and Treforest. This incongruous mix of combination of elements of 

rural field patterns, isolated settlements/farmsteads and built form urban edge and pylons/masts 

leads to a complex overall character, essentially rural with upland feel, broad views across valleys, 

and up to upland hills/outliers of Mynydd Eglwysilian and Meio that dominate inward views.” 

 

3.21 LANDMAP classifies this Aspect Area as being of ‘Moderate’ value.5 

 

3.22 A Visual & Sensory Aspect Area of ‘Low’ value adjoins the Llanfabon area to the south. This is the 

‘Nelson Urban Area’, Cynon VS384, which is described as an  

“Urban area in valley setting of mainly housing, with the oldest housing (terraced) along the B4254 

and more modern housing estates being set back from the road. Views of any great distance are 

limited due to more raised areas surrounding Nelson. The most attractive views are to the east 

with broadleaved woodland on valley slopes being dominant. Pylons are visual detractors in views 

to the south. The main road through Nelson (B4254) is not particularly busy but will provide some 

noise detraction from the peacefulness of the centre of the village”. 

 

3.23 The ‘Blackwood’ Visual & Sensory Aspect Area, Cynon VS114, adjoins the Llanfabon Aspect Area 

to the east. Gelligaer lies just within the western edges of the Blackwood Aspect Area. The overall 

quality of this urban landscape character zone has not been fully assessed, but the summary 

description states that it is  

                                                           
4 LANDMAP Methodology: Guidance for Wales, Visual & Sensory, 2013; Natural Resources Wales; p.24 
5 LANDMAP information indicates the most recent monitoring date as being 01-01-2013, based upon 2011/12 change detection 
information – LANDMAP website entry, interrogated on 15th Feb 2017 
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“… a conglomeration of many settlements which all coalesce, an odd environment with the scale 

of a large town but with some areas of fields and open/vegetated areas within the built form. 

Rolling topography with north south trending valleys loses some of its distinctiveness as a result of 

being swathed in layer of built form - however the marked differences in elevation between valley 

floor (e.g. 100mAOD) and hilltops (e.g. 229mAOD) are still apparent and contribute to its sense of 

place”. 

 

3.24 With regards to the other LANDMAP Aspects, the site lies within the Cynon CLO56 Cultural 

Landscape Area. This geographically large area is rated as being of ‘High’ value, based upon the 

observation that there are examples of policy determination to protect the natural and visual 

aspects of large areas of landscape from being overrun by development; although neither the 

“condition” nor the “trend” criteria have been assessed. The summary description appears to 

mostly refer to higher land areas to the north of Bryn Quarry. It states that  

“Large expanses of (mostly) upland and moorland landscape that are present throughout the 

[LANDMAP] Study Area. They have been variously designated statutorily as Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest by the Countryside Council for Wales, or by Unitary Authorities as Special 

Landscape Areas, Sites of Interest for Nature Conservation or as part of the Coalfield Plateaux”.  

 

3.25 The Bryn Quarry site lies within the ‘Gelligaer-Blackwood’ Geological Aspect Area, Cynon GL009. 

This is rated as being of ‘Moderate’ value with “significant industrial/urban development having 

modified much of the river valleys”.  

 

3.26 The site lies primarily within the edges of the ‘Nelson Corridor’ Historic Landscape Aspect Area, 

Cynon HL695. This is also evaluated as ‘moderate’, noting that  

“… the rapid expansion of industrial activity and associated settlement in this area during the late 

19th-early 20th century has removed substantial traces of earlier patterns of landscape and 

settlement in this area; however, there is significant evidence for Roman and medieval occupation 

in this area”. 

 

3.27 The north western extremity of the land required for the construction of the perimeter mounds 

encroaches just into the southern edge of the adjacent Historic Landscape Aspect Area, ‘Gelligaer 

and Llancaiach’, Cynon HL634, which is classified as being of ‘Outstanding’ value.   This extensive 

Aspect Area is described as being 

‘An area of regular fieldscape with the UA boundary to the west, and distinct from the built-up and 

industrialised areas of Gelligaer to the south and east... The northern edge of this character area 

is denoted by the unenclosed upland of Gelligaer common (Cynon HL831)….’ 6  

The justification for that its ‘Outstanding’ level of evaluation stated as follows:  

‘Outstanding (This area has been assessed as outstanding, due to the fact that it represents a 

remarkably coherent, rich multi-period landscape with significant remains of Roman military 

occupation represented by the auxiliary fort at Gelligaer and its associated civilian settlement.)’ 7 

 

                                                           
6 LANDMAP website entry, interrogated on 8th March 2017 
7 Ibid. 
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3.28 The site is placed in the (un-named) Cynon LH133 Landscape Habitats Aspect Area, which is 

evaluated as ‘High’. The description, however, notes that it was “difficult to assess as much of area 

is improved grassland which is relatively low value. There are many hedgerows and a large variety 

of other valuable habitats present in small patches which greatly enhance value of area”. Neither 

the “condition” nor the “trends” criteria were assessed. It is noted that this information was 

monitored and updated in 2012, taking into account recent urban expansion.8  The area of marshy 

grassland within the field at the edge of the nearby Gelligaer residential area to the north-east of 

the proposed perimeter mounds location has been designated by Caerphilly CBC as a Site of 

Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) – SINC 54, Waun Rydd, and was re-surveyed as part of 

Caerphilly CBC’s Review of Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation9 during 2007.  

 

Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) 

3.29 The extensive Gelligaer Common SLA lies to the north side of the B4254 Gelligaer Road and, 

although relatively close to the site, is effectively visually separated from it by the strong 

vegetation structure neighbouring this main road. The Bryn Quarry site lies at the extreme 

northern end of the large Mynydd Eglwysilian SLA. As the name suggests, the focus of this SLA lies 

around the upland area of Mynydd Eglwysilian, some 3km distant to the south. The relevant SLA 

data from the Caerphilly Local Plan Appendix states that this SLA consists of two distinct landscape 

types – open uplands and lowlands. The site lies within the lowlands, in an area which is visually 

influenced by the adjacent poor quality urban edges of Gelligaer and Penybryn. It does not form 

a part of the more ‘attractive rolling farmland’, as referred to in the SLA description; this lies 

beyond the site to the south and west. 

  

Green Wedge 

3.30 Part of the north-eastern section of the site lies within the designated Gelligaer, Penybryn and 

Pendairheol Green Wedge.  The stated primary purposes of Green Wedges are to prevent 

coalescence between settlements and maintain openness.   

Landscape Receptor Sensitivity 

3.31 Landscape sensitivity is defined by a number of factors, and it does not necessarily follow that a 

highly valued landscape or landscape feature will always be defined by a high sensitivity.  

Landscape designation is thus only one of a number of criteria that are considered in identifying 

the relative ‘sensitivity’ of the landscape to a particular type of proposed development. It should 

not be used in isolation. We have assessed the overall sensitivity of the existing landscape resource 

to the type of development proposed, based on the following representative criteria: 

• Existing land use; 

• Landscape scale and pattern; 

• Landscape value and quality; 

• Nature of views and degree of visual enclosure and openness; 

• Landscape designations present; and 

• Scope for mitigation. 

                                                           
8 LANDMAP website entry, interrogated on 15th February 2017 
9 Review of Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation; Hyder Consulting (UK) Ltd for CCBC; September 2009 
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3.32 The overall sensitivity of a landscape is categorised as high, medium or low for the purposes of 

this assessment. Table 6, below provides information relating to the various criteria affecting 

landscape sensitivity, so as to identify a final overall level of sensitivity for the local landscape to 

be ascribed. 

Table 6: Sensitivity of the Development Site and Local Landscape to the Proposed Development 

LANDSCAPE ELEMENT DESCRIPTION 

Land use 

The site lies within a formerly agricultural area dominated by pastoral 

agriculture, bounded on two sides by established high-density residential 

development at the edges of Gelligaer.  To the west and south-west of the 

Gelliargwellt-Uchaf farmstead, land use is dominated by waste treatment 

facilities and associated infrastructure. The active sandstone quarry 

workings lie to the south, at the edge of the shallow valley between Nelson 

and Penallta. 

Scale and Pattern 

This is a medium scale landscape. The original irregular field pattern has 

been locally modified by boundary treatment changes as part of 

agricultural management, and the changes in land use to accommodate 

quarrying and waste management operations. Small stands of 

broadleaved woodland and scrub intersperse grassland fields, of varying 

sizes, which are bounded by a mixture of mature hedgerows with 

occasional trees, drystone walls and post and wire fences, some flanking 

drainage ditches.  

Value and Quality 

Although lying within a designated SLA, the site and its vicinity do not 

noticeably exhibit any of the attributes which the SLA was designated to 

protect and conserve. The quality of the local landscape is heavily 

influenced by the poor appearance of the harsh outer edges of the urban 

area of Gelligaer, together with the quarrying and waste management 

activities, and the significant presence of overhead high-voltage electricity 

transmission lines. Part of the area to the north-east of the proposed site 

for the perimeter mounds has been designated by Caerphilly CBC as a 

Green Wedge, intended to prevent the coalescence of local settlements.  

Nature of Views 

Views out towards the west, south-west and south from the edges of the 

nearby residential area of Gelligaer are across a substantially flat 

landscape towards the high ground of the southern and south-western 

horizons, above the existing quarry workings and the farmstead at 

Gelliargwellt-Uchaf.  These views are marred by the frequent presence of 

overhead high-voltage electricity lines, carried on steel lattice towers or 

on wood poles. Open views towards the site are generally only from 

medium to long range, with the nearest area of high ground with open 

views being the extensive area of common land on Mynydd Eglwysilian, 

which is designated Access Land. 

Landscape 

Designations 

The site lies within the Mynydd Eglwysilian Special Landscape Area 

identified and designated by Caerphilly CBC. It does not form part of the 

more attractive rolling farmland component of this landscape, as referred 

to in the SLA description; this lies beyond the site and its immediate 

environs, to the south and west. 

Scope for Mitigation 
Potential to create a strong, planted naturalistic structure of small 

woodland shrub blocks, together with hedgerows on and adjacent to the 
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perimeter mounds.  Opportunity to re-create the main drainage ditch 

along the north and north-western site boundaries, so as to maintain 

effective land drainage for the retained farmland beyond the perimeter 

mounds, including the Waun Rydd SINC immediately adjacent to the 

north. The mounding and associated planting would largely screen the 

quarry workings and parts of the farmstead and waste management 

infrastructure in views from the nearby urban edges.  

Overall landscape 

sensitivity of site in 

relation to ability to 

accommodate 

development of the 

scale, nature and 

extent proposed 

 

 

Medium:  

Reasoning: 

The site lies within the lowlands landscape type identified in the 

description of the Mynydd Eglwysilian SLA. The site and its vicinity do not 

exhibit the attractive rolling farmland characteristics used to justify the 

SLA designation; these areas are located further away, to the south and 

south-west. Although lying partly within an area of land designated as 

Green Wedge in the adopted Local Development Plan, the site and its 

vicinity is not an inherently attractive landscape and this designation is 

designed to prevent the coalescence of settlements and openness, not to 

conserve an area of inherently high-value landscape.  Although there are 

views out over the land to the south and south-west, these are 

substantially marred by the presence of frequent overhead high-voltage 

electricity lines and their supporting steel lattice towers and wood poles.   

 

 

4. THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

4.1 The proposed development is described in detail elsewhere in the application but the main 

elements relevant to this LVA are as follows:  

• The formation of an earth bund to the footprint and contours shown on engineering 

drawings.  It should be noted that works have started and the bund is being constructed 

from a combination of material; stripped peaty soil from the fields immediately adjoining 

the bund, overburden from the quarry and recycled earth/rock/stone from the quarry 

operations; 

• A naturalistic planting scheme has been developed alongside the earthworks design; 

• The application includes an indicative plan for the restoration of the quarry and how the 

repositioned bund relates to this.  The area of the quarry and the consented extension 

will be backfilled with inert material and the inner faces of the bund reduced to shallower 

gradients, for ease of long term management and improved assimilation into the 

landscape;   

• The quarry and land between quarry and earth bunding will be topsoiled, cultivated and 

seeded for permanent grazing; 

• The consented quarry and extension has a 15-year phased programme to the completion 

of restoration; 

• The proposed bund construction would require approximately 3 years to completion from 

the time of consent. 
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Mitigation 

4.2 There are essentially two categories of mitigation measures: 

• Primary measures that intrinsically comprise part of the development design, evolved 

through an iterative process;  

• Secondary measures designed to specifically address the remaining (residual) negative 

(adverse) impacts of the final development proposals”.  

This assessment of landscape and visual impact relates to residual impacts which remain with both 

primary and secondary mitigation measures in place.  

 

4.3 Primary Measures for the proposed development include:  

• The siting and design of the proposed perimeter screening mounds in locations which fit 

within the existing structure and pattern of the local landscape, wherever practicable.  The 

outer faces towards Gelligaer will be of gentler gradients, for improved visual appearance 

and to permit cattle and sheep grazing.  The outer faces towards Penybryn will be steeper, 

due to the restrictions imposed by the wayleave requirements for the proper functioning 

of the overhead transmission line;  

• The re-location of the main drainage ditch to the north and north-west of the new 

mounds, so as to replace lost sections of ditch and to maintain effective land drainage in 

the wider site locality, as well as extend the amount of wetland habitat present in the 

locality; 

• New naturalistic tree and shrub planting, on and adjacent to the perimeter mounds, to 

contribute to the screening of the  quarry workings and contribute to the landscape of the 

Special Landscape and Green Wedge land;  

• Planting will consist of small blocks of trees and hedgerows containing areas of pasture 

and on steeper sections, native species shrub blocks alternating with more open areas 

with wildflower sward and scattered small trees. 

Secondary measures include:  

• The planting of adjoining hedgerows with trees to re-establish field boundaries and 

reinforce the local landscape pattern;   

• Long term sustainable management for all the existing and proposed landscape features, 

including watercourses. 

• NB The landscape proposals have been carefully considered to take account of the 

overhead cables and will be designed in detail to be in accordance with the publication 

‘Design Guidelines for Development near High Voltage Overhead Lines’ Appendix 3 by 

National Grid. 

 
 
5. MAGNITUDE AND LEVEL OF EFFECTS 
 

Assessment of Effects on the Landscape Resource 

5.1 Landscape effects are defined as changes in the elements, characteristics, and qualities of the 

landscape as a result of development.  These effects can be positive, negative or neutral.  When 
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identifying and assessing landscape change, it is important to take into account the existing trends 

for change within the landscape, which may be due to natural processes or human activities.   

 

5.2 There will be effects on the landscape fabric of the site itself and its immediate vicinity during the 

construction phase, as a result of ground disturbance, temporary site works, movement of 

machinery such as earthmovers, creation of temporary access tracks, and the temporary storage 

in stockpiles of overburden or topsoil.  Disturbance will be short term and all affected surfaces not 

forming part of the finished scheme following restoration of the site will be reinstated.  

 

Effects on Landscape Character 

5.3 As has been previously noted, LANDMAP places the site within the Llanfabon Visual and Sensory 

Aspect Area. The summary description comments that within this area there is an 

‘… incongruous mix of combination of elements of rural field patterns, isolated 

settlements/farmsteads and built form urban edge and pylons/masts [which] leads to a complex 

overall character, essentially rural with upland feel. broad views across valleys, and up to upland 

hills/outliers of Mynydd Eglwysias and Meio that dominate inward views.’ Management guidelines 

include an objective of softening hard urban edges. 

 

5.4 The area for the approved quarry extension is broadly typical of this character description, being 

part of the rural field pattern system and, at the same time, much influenced by the close presence 

of the built edges of Gelligaer and Penybryn. Overhead transmission lines, carried on both wooden 

poles and steel lattice towers, cross the site or its immediate surrounds and are a long-established 

and significant influence on the local landscape character. The proposed development will 

obviously change the site area from fields to screening perimeter mounds, but this construction 

forms part of an extension to an existing facility, rather than a completely new intervention in the 

countryside. We have noted that 19th century plans also show the presence of quarrying 

immediately adjacent to the site, so there is a degree of historic continuity of land use. 

 

5.5 As well as planting on sections of the screening mounds, some off-site planting is proposed on 

nearby areas, all within the wider landholding of the applicant. This consists of hedgerows with 

trees, which will combine to improve the wider setting of the proposed quarry. They will also help 

fulfil part of the wider LANDMAP management objective, for this Aspect Area, of softening the 

appearance of the nearby urban edges of Gelligaer. When the proposed planting becomes 

established, users of the public footpath system in the vicinity of the quarry, will be able to  

experience an improved sense of rural landscape. 

 

5.6 It is our view that the proposed screening mound will have a moderate adverse impact during 

construction on the landscape character of the Llanfabon Visual & Sensory Aspect Area, reducing 

to minor adverse when the quarry site fully is restored and planting established. There will be this 

small residual adverse effect because of the permanent alterations in landform, although 

mitigated by the softening effects of the proposed planting. 

 

5.7 The visual character of the neighbouring Visual & Sensory Aspect Area of Blackwood (covering the 

Gelligaer and Penybryn urban areas) would be unaffected by the development. The proposed 

screen mound will not impinge on the ‘distinctive combination of strong north/south trending 
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valleys and prominent hills swathed beneath built form ……’ which are defining elements of this 

Aspect Area. Likewise, the character of the Nelson Visual & Sensory Aspect Area is unaffected by 

the development. This Aspect Area lies on the valley bottom to the south of the quarry, with no 

relationship to the proposed quarry screening mound, due to the nature of the local topography 

and intervening woodland. The resultant effect on these Visual & Sensory Aspect Areas is 

therefore no change. 

 

5.8 It is our view that the development will have no effect on the LANDMAP Cultural Aspect Area 

within which it lies. Evaluated as ‘High’, the character area is seen as ‘green lungs to supplement 

urban areas’. While there will be a permanent loss of several open fields following the screening 

mound construction, no public access is affected. The mounds will form part of the final 

restoration of the quarry site to agricultural use. The resultant effect on this Cultural Aspect Area 

is no change.  

 

5.9 The site lies within the Gelligaer – Blackwood Geological Aspect Area, which is evaluated as being 

of ‘Moderate’ value. There is no evidence that the site area has any specific geological features of 

value or significance. Therefore, there is likely to be no change on the Geological Aspect Area. 

 

5.10 The site lies within the Nelson Corridor Historic Aspect Area evaluated as ‘Moderate’. Given that 

the dominant characteristic of this area is defined as a ‘20th century industrial settlement and 

transport corridor’, the screening mounds associated with continuing sandstone quarrying 

activities would fit within this character with a level of effect, which is assessed as being negligible 

adverse.  

 

5.11 The site lies within the (un-named) Landscape Habitats Cynon Aspect Area LH133 which is of ‘High’ 

value. However, much of this value is attributed to rich habitats in the valley bottom - which are 

unaffected by this development. Much of the site area is improved grassland of relatively low 

habitat value. The landscape mitigation will include extensive new lengths of hedgebanks and 

copses all planted with native trees and shrubs. The construction of a realigned main drainage 

ditch along sections of the northern and north-western edges of the screening mounds will create 

additional wetland habitat and help to secure the favourable management of the marshy 

grassland areas within the Waun Rydd SINC, located close-by to the north-east. This will occur 

through providing drainage infrastructure which could assist in regulating ground water levels in 

the wider locality. In overall terms, the effect of the development on this Landscape Habitats 

Aspect Area is evaluated as being negligible beneficial.  

 

Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) 

5.12 The extensive Gelligaer Common SLA lies to the north side of the B4254 and, although relatively 

close to the site, is effectively visually separated from it by the strong vegetation structure 

neighbouring this main road. There will be no effect at any stage of the development on this SLA. 

The Bryn Quarry site lies at the extreme northern end of the large Mynydd Eglwysilian SLA. The 

site lies within the lowlands, in an area which is visually influenced by the adjacent poor quality 

urban edges of Gelligaer and Penybryn. It does not form a part of the more ‘attractive rolling 

farmland’, as referred to in the SLA description; this lies beyond the site to the south and west and 

is visually separate from the quarry area. 
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5.13 The proposed development will be visible from the upland area of Mynydd Eglwysilian, some 3km 

distant to the south. At this range, the works are a comparatively small element in the wide 

panoramic views from the hillside which take in a number of valley settlements and intervening 

farmland and woodland.  It is the settlements, such as Gelligaer and Penybryn which tend to draw 

the eye because of their light-coloured buildings and their frequently awkward relationship with 

topography. 

 

5.14 It is our view that the proposed works will have a minor adverse impact during construction on 

the landscape character of the Mynydd Eglwysilian SLA, reducing to negligible adverse when the 

quarry site fully is restored and planting established. 

 

Green Wedge 

5.15 Part of the north-eastern section of the site lies within the designated Gelligaer, Penybryn and 

Pendairheol Green Wedge. Green Wedges are designated primarily to prevent coalescence 

between settlements and maintain openness.  Given that the works are essentially a combination 

of earth bunds, planting and pasture, designed to be respectful of the surroundings, there will be 

no effects which would result in erosion of the sense of openness and coalescence of built form.  

Massing and Scale in the Surrounding Landscape 

5.16 The proposed screening mounds are designed in such a way as to be in scale with the surrounding 

landscape.  This medium scale landscape can comfortably assimilate earth modelling to the 

proposed height and the profiles are sympathetic, with the asymmetrical form allowing for gentler 

out slopes, so that the new landform will appear to arise more naturally out of the existing ground 

than would be the case with straight lines and hard, geometric profiles. The location on the edge 

of an area of relatively flat land perched above the edge of the broad valley between Nelson and 

Penallta means that the new landform will often be screened from lower elevations by a 

combination of intervening landform and woodland or trees. At close range to the north and 

north-east, the height of the proposed screening mounds will not obscure views of the higher 

ground to the south and south-west.  Again, the gentler outer slopes of the mounds, which will 

have areas of woodland an scrub planting on them, will assist in assimilating the new landform 

into the local scene. For these reasons, the residual effects of the changes of massing and scale on 

the surrounding landscape arising from the completed development as envisaged are assessed as 

minor adverse. 

Physical Landscape Effects on Topography 

5.17 The construction of the proposed screening mounds will involve changes to the existing site 

topography, a topography already much altered in detail by successive iterations of previous 

sandstone extraction. These effects will be moderate adverse during construction. The essential 

topographic relationship between quarry edge, open relatively flat agricultural land and urban 

edge will not be significantly changed. Physical changes to site topography arising from the 

completed development as envisaged are therefore assessed as being minor adverse. 
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Vegetation 

5.18 A strong planting framework for the proposed screening mounds and area of adjoining land will 

be created which combines the retention and enhancement of some existing landscape features 

on the fringes of the site with new tree and shrub planting on the completed mounds.  

5.19 The proposed landscape framework, encompassing the completed mounds and some adjoining 

areas of land and connecting hedgerows, will serve to assimilate the development into its wider 

surroundings. The overall effects on vegetation arising from the scheme as envisaged are 

therefore assessed as minor beneficial. 

Public Rights of Way, Access Land and Public Open Space 

5.20 There are no public rights of way at present across the site.  A section of the promoted Rhymney 

Valley Ridgeway Walk runs on a north-east to south-west alignment along the edge of the 

Penybryn residential area to the south-east of the site. The removal of one of the high-voltage 

overhead transmission lines which crossed the line of the footpath has provided a minor 

improvement in views from the route to the west and south-west.  The outer slopes of the mound 

and the woodland and scrub planting, together with the local enhancement of field boundary 

hedgerows through new and supplementary planting, will also provide a minor improvement in 

the amenity of users of this section of the promoted route.  The residual effect on public rights of 

way is therefore assessed as being minor beneficial. 

Significance of Overall Landscape Effects 

Overall Landscape Sensitivity 

5.21 The site and the local landscape are assessed as being of medium landscape sensitivity. 

 

Overall Magnitude of Change 

5.22 The site is at the edges of an active sandstone quarry which is long-established and there are only 

limited existing landscape features of value which will be substantially retained. The construction 

of the screening mounds will involve a moderate magnitude of change on the site.  However, in 

the surrounding areas the magnitude of change would be much less.  The scale and nature of this 

urban edge landscape can accommodate effectively the proposed development as envisaged, and 

the magnitude of change beyond the immediate surrounds of the site would be generally minor 

and only locally moderate. 

 

Overall Magnitude and Significance of Landscape Effects 

5.23 Given the medium sensitivity of the landscape receptor and the moderate landscape magnitude 

of change, the predicted residual effect on the landscape of the site is considered to be moderate 

– minor adverse and substantial. However, the level of effect of the completed scheme on the 

landscape beyond the immediate surrounds to the site would generally be minor adverse and 

therefore not substantial. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
BRYN QUARRY, GELLIGAER: EARTH BUND AND ASSOCIATED WORKS 
Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

  

23 
ANTHONY JELLARD ASSOCIATES LLP 
September 2017 
 

 

Assessment of Visual effects of Proposed Development   

General 

5.24 Visual effects are defined as changes in the appearance of the landscape as a result of 

development.  These changes can be positive (beneficial or an improvement) or negative (i.e. 

adverse or a detraction).  The assessment of visual effects describes: 

• The changes in the character of the available views resulting from the development; 

• The changes in the visual amenity of the visual receptors. 

 

5.25 A series of representative assessment viewpoints have been established and are illustrated in 

Appendix Figures AJA 03 to 14. These viewpoints have been assessed for the various development 

conditions and the results are set out in Table 7, below. 

 

 Table 7: Summary of viewpoint locations, sensitivities and anticipated visual effects 

No Location Designation Receptors Sensitivity Magnitude of Effect  

[During Construction/ 

At Completion/With 

Mitigation] 

Level of Effect      

[During 

Construction/At 

Completion/With 

Mitigation] 

1 From road and 

informal green 

space on 

southern edge 

Gelligaer 

None Residential High Moderate adverse 

Minor adverse 

Minor adverse 

Major-moderate 

Moderate- minor 

Moderate- minor 

 

2 From Aneurin 

Bevin Avenue, 

Gelligaer  

Public Open 

Space 

 

Residential 

Recreational  

 

High Minor adverse 

Minor adverse 

Negligible adverse 

Moderate- minor 

Moderate-minor 

Negligible 

3 From footpath on 

southern edge 

Gelligaer, north 

of site 

PRoW Recreational 

 

Medium  Minor adverse 

Minor adverse 

Negligible adverse 

Minor 

Minor 

Negligible 

4 From the 

Rhymney Valley 

Ridgeway 

Footpath close to 

northern edge of 

Penybryn 

Special 

Landscape 

Area 

SINC 

Green Wedge 

Promoted 

footpath 

Recreational High Moderate adverse 

Minor adverse 

Minor adverse 

Major-moderate 

Moderate-minor 

Moderate-minor 

5 From the 

Rhymney Valley 

Ridgeway 

Footpath further 

south of 

Viewpoint 4 and 

on high point 

within field 

Special 

Landscape 

Area 

Green Wedge 

Promoted 

footpath 

Recreational 

 

High Moderate adverse 

Minor adverse 

Minor adverse 

Major-moderate 

Moderate-minor 

Moderate-minor 

6 From Rhymney 

Valley Ridgeway 

Footpath close to 

south-eastern 

extremities of site 

Special 

Landscape 

Area 

Promoted 

footpath 

Recreational 

 

High Minor adverse 

Minor adverse 

Negligible adverse 

Moderate-minor 

Moderate- minor 

Negligible 
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7 From the ‘Sultan’ 

Pit Pony 

sculpture in 

Penallta Country 

Park 

Special 

Landscape 

Area 

Country Park 

Recreational 

 

High Minor adverse 

Minor adverse 

Negligible adverse 

Moderate-minor 

Moderate- minor 

Negligible 

8 From Nelson 

Rugby Club 

access road 

None Recreational 

Road users 

Residential 

High  No effect 

No effect 

No effect 

No effect 

No effect 

No effect 

9 From Public Open 

Space at eastern 

edge of Nelson 

Public Open 

Space 

 

Recreational  Medium No effect 

No effect 

No effect 

No effect 

No effect 

No effect 

10 From Rhymney 

Valley Ridge way 

footpath south of 

Gilwern 

Special 

Landscape 

Area 

Promoted 

footpath 

Recreational  High Negligible adverse 

Negligible adverse 

Negligible adverse 

Negligible 

Negligible 

Negligible 

11 From pubIic road 

on Mynydd 

Eglwysilian 

Special 

Landscape 

Area 

Access Land 

Recreational 

Minor road 

High Negligible adverse 

Negligible adverse 

Negligible adverse 

Negligible 

Negligible 

Negligible 

 

     

Visual Effects on the Principal Groups of Visual Receptors  

 

Residential Receptors 

5.26 Residential receptors are amongst the most sensitive to visual effects. In accordance with GLVIA 

3rd Edition, the assessment of visual effects is based on the likely view(s) from ground floor rooms 

that are normally occupied during daylight hours.   

 

Settlements of Gelligaer and Penybryn 

5.27 A number of properties will have views towards the site particularly on the southern edges of 

Gelligaer and on the extreme western edges of Penybryn. The land between Gelligaer and the 

quarry site is flat, peaty and relatively sparsely vegetated.  Mynydd Eglwysilian is prominent in 

the distance. The initial earth bund construction works are visible in the middle ground.  Even 

when fully constructed, the views to the hills beyond will be maintained and the bund will have a 

gently contoured appearance, with mitigation planting of small copses, hedgerows with trees 

and pasture grazed by cattle and sheep.  The bunding will effectively screen the great majority, if 

not all, of the quarry works. For properties on the southern edge of Gelligaer with a view of the 

site the magnitude of visual effect during construction is anticipated as moderate adverse, 

reducing to minor adverse on completion and when mitigation planting has become established.  

This would result in a moderate-minor residual level of effect on these residential receptors.  

 Visual levels of effect on properties on the edge of Penybryn will be similar to those in Gelligaer 

 

Settlement of Nelson 

5.28 While a range of properties have views towards the site, there will be no views of the earth bund 

or associated works, as they lie over the skyline.  

 

Valued Settings and Views 

5.29 The Listed Building of Llancaiach Fawr lies to the south-west of the proposed development. This 

is an active museum with substantial numbers of visitors.  However, the proposed earth bunds 
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and associated works are completely screened by topography, intervening woodland and 

hedgerows and there will be no visual effect. Likewise, there will be no visual effect on the Listed 

Grade II Gelliargwellt Uchaf Farmhouse and the Grade II listed bee boles located in a wall in close 

proximity to the farmhouse. 

 

5.30 The site lies within the Special Landscape Area, Mynydd Eglwysilian.  For discussion of the effects 

on this designation please see para 5.13-5.15. 

 

5.31 Most of Penalta Community Park will be unaffected by the proposed development due to 

topography and the substantial established vegetation within the Park.  However, there will be 

some glimpsed views, particularly in winter, of the southern end of the earth bund from a few 

locations, including from the pit pony sculpture.  The magnitude of effect on park users would be 

a maximum of minor adverse during and immediately after construction, reducing to negligible 

adverse when mitigation planting has become established resulting in an overall negligible 

residual level of effect. 

 

Public Footpaths, Open Access Land  

5.32 Several footpaths are in the vicinity of the site. The long distance Rhymney Valley Ridgeway 

footpath is the most important of these passing to the east of the proposed works. Although the 

bunding will be visible from this footpath, the gentle gradients and comparatively low  and variable 

height of the bunding, combined with mitigation planting, will allow it to be comfortably 

assimilated into the wider landscape. The magnitude of effect on footpath users would be a 

maximum of moderate adverse during construction reducing to minor adverse on completion and 

when mitigation planting has become established resulting in an overall moderate-minor residual 

level of effect. 

  

5.33 Another footpath, to the west of the site, runs from the southern edges of Gelligaer in a south 

westerly direction.  Existing tree and hedgerow vegetation will screen much of the earth bunds. 

The magnitude of effect on footpath users would be a maximum of minor adverse during  and 

immediately after construction, reducing to negligible adverse when mitigation planting has 

become established resulting in an overall negligible residual level of effect.  

 

5.34 There are extensive areas of Open Access Land on the high ground of Mynydd Eglwysilian. At this 

range, the proposed works will be barely discernible and the magnitude of effect on users will be 

negligible adverse at all stages of development resulting in an overall negligible residual level of 

effect.  

 

Roads 

5.35 There are no views from the B4254 running east west some way to the north of the site, or from 

the A472 Caerphilly Road to the south. 

 

5.36 There would be distant glimpses of the relocated bund from a minor road crossing Mynydd 

Eglwysilian (At this range, the proposed works will be barely discernible and the magnitude of 

effect will be negligible adverse at all stages of development resulting in an overall negligible 

residual level of effect. 
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5.37 There would be some glimpses of the earth bunds from a few sections of the local road system 

within Gelligaer. The magnitude of effect on road users would be a maximum of minor adverse, 

during construction and immediately after, reducing to negligible adverse when mitigation 

planting has become established resulting in an overall negligible residual level of effect. 

 

6. LANDSCAPE RELATED PLANNING POLICY 

6.1 This section highlights some of the aspects of planning policy which are relevant to the landscape 

and visual appraisal of the proposed development. There are also short commentaries on how the 

development relates to the policies. The main planning context is presented within the Planning 

Statement (Barton Willmore). 

 

6.2 The primary national planning guidance is provided by Minerals Planning Policy Wales 

supplemented by Minerals Technical Advice Note (MTAN) Wales 1: Aggregates 

Relevant sections from Minerals Planning Policy Wales include: 

 

“Other Environmentally Important Areas (e.g. Special Landscape Areas, Areas of Nature 

Conservation Value or protected species) 

Proposals which fall within locally designated areas will need to be given careful consideration, 

and the degree of protection should be commensurate with their relevant importance to the 

biodiversity and/or landscape of the area concerned. 

 

AJA commentary: The proposed quarry bund repositioning and detail design, together with its 

accompanying landscape strategy have been developed from a full understanding of the specific 

characteristics of the local landscape and its biodiversity. It is our view that the combination of 

landscape and ecological mitigation measures will enable the earth bunds to sensitively fit into 

the local and wider landscape. 

 

“D. To achieve a high standard of restoration and aftercare, and provide for beneficial after-uses 

when mineral working has ceased. 

Restoration and Aftercare 

……….Restoration and aftercare should provide the means to at least maintain, and preferably 

enhance, the long-term quality of landscapes taken for mineral extraction. This will be to the 

benefit of local communities and ensure that a valuable natural asset will be passed on to future 

generations” 

 

AJA commentary: A full restoration plan, integrating landscape and ecology, has been put forward 

as part of this planning application. 

 

6.3 The supplementary advice provided by Minerals Technical Advice Note (MTAN) Wales 1: 

Aggregates includes sections on visual impact and on restoration and after use. Relevant abstracts 

from these sections are reproduced below: 
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“Visual Impact  

Proposals for new aggregates extraction or significant extensions to existing operations should be 

assessed carefully to determine the potential impact on the landscape character of the setting. 

This assessment will enable a comprehensive understanding of the visual impact of the proposed 

development from various locations to determine the acceptability of the development, the 

phasing and layout of the development, and, the most appropriate restoration strategy”. 

 

AJA commentary: We have carried out a ‘best practice‘ Landscape and Visual Appraisal as part of 

this application.  This assessment has made full use of the LANDMAP Landscape Character data 

and methodology in accordance with current guidance published by Natural Resources Wales. Our 

LVA assessment has concluded that the proposed development would be fully acceptable in 

landscape and visual terms. 

 

“D. To achieve a high standard of restoration and aftercare, and provide for a beneficial after-use 

……”It is the responsibility of the mineral operator to design and implement a high quality 

restoration and aftercare scheme that must be an integral part of any mineral extraction 

application”‟. 

 

AJA commentary: The development includes a full restoration scheme which will have significant 

landscape and ecological benefits. 

 

6.4 National planning policies are interpreted at a more local level within the Caerphilly County 

Borough Council Local Development Plan (LDP) which was adopted for development control 

purposes in November 2010. There are various general policies for the Countryside within the LDP 

relevant to the Site which include: 

• SP10 The Council will protect, conserve, enhance and manage the natural heritage of the 

County Borough in the consideration of all development proposals within both the rural and 

built environment. 

 

• Paragraph 1.72 The term Natural Heritage covers the geology, geomorphology, biodiversity, 

and landscape and amenity value of the County Borough. It embraces the relationships 

between landform and landscape, habitats and wildlife and the natural and built 

environment. It also includes natural features such as trees, woodlands, hedgerows and 

rivers. The natural heritage is not confined to the countryside or designated sites and is just 

as prevalent and important in our urban areas. The natural heritage is a positive asset that 

enriches people’s quality of life and promotes the regeneration of areas. 

 

AJA commentary on Policy SP10: We believe that the scheme has been developed with the 

protection, conservation and management of the natural heritage as key objectives. Great care 

has been taken in the landscape design to minimise landscape and visual effects and, indeed, to 

ensure that the development wherever possible makes significant long-term contributions to the 

landscape character of the area. 

 

NH1 Special Landscape Areas are identified and will be protected at the following locations: 
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NH1.2 Gelligaer Common; NH1.3 Mynydd Eglwysilian 

 

Paragraph 3.100 Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) are local non-statutory designations that seek to 

protect areas that exhibit distinctive landscape, historical, cultural, biodiversity and geological 

features and characteristics within the County Borough. They are locally important elements of the 

natural heritage of the rural and urban environments, and provide a living history of the evolution 

of the area’s landscape as well as cultural backdrop and visual setting. The designation of SLAs 

highlights the holistic consideration of the landscape, with emphasis placed on the ‘special’ nature 

of the distinctive landscape features and characteristics in these areas. 

 

Paragraph 3.101 Two Special Landscape Areas have been identified in the NCC area. These areas 

will be protected from any development that would harm their distinctive features or 

characteristics. The policy is not designed to preclude development. However, an applicant will 

need to demonstrate that any development proposal will not have an unacceptable impact on the 

specific distinctive features or characteristics associated with the SLA. 

 

AJA comments on Policy NH1: The Gelligaer Common SLA lies to the north side of the B4254 

Gelligaer Road and, although relatively close to the site, is effectively visually separated from it by 

the strong vegetation structure neighbouring the main road. It is considered that the development 

will have no effect on the Gelligaer Common SLA. The site lies at the extreme northern end of the 

large Mynydd Eglwysilian SLA. Our LVA has not identified any unacceptable effects on the specific 

distinctive features or characteristics associated with this SLA. 

 

 

7. CONCLUSIONS 

 

7.1 The purpose of this appraisal has been to consider the potential landscape and visual effects of 

the proposed development on the surrounding area. 

 

7.2 This study has been carried out in accordance with nationally agreed “best practice” standards of 

landscape assessment. It has involved an examination of various data about the site, including 

historic maps, aerial photographs and planning background information. A detailed inspection has 

been made of the site, looking at its present condition and the manner in which it relates to the 

immediate and wider landscape of the area. 

 

7.3 We have reviewed the LANDMAP data relevant to the site and have used this baseline together 

with our own field observations to analysis the impact on landscape character. Our view is that 

the proposed development respects the existing pattern of the landscape, while the proposed 

new tree and hedgerow planting will add to the quality of the local landscape.  

 

7.4 No unacceptable landscape effects have been identified for the Mynydd Eglwysilian Special 

Landscape Area and also for the Gelligaer, Penybryn and Pendairheol Green Wedge. 
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7.5 Localised impacts on topography will be significant but the proposed landform has been designed 

to have, where possible, gentle outer face gradients and to be of  comparatively low  and variable 

height.  These design features, combined with mitigation planting, will allow the landform to be 

comfortably assimilated into the wider landscape. 

 

7.6 The proposed landscape strategy provides for the creation of new woodland and hedgerows and 

the reinforcement of existing hedgerows. Nature conservation value will be increased by the use 

of native plant species. 

 

7.7 Residential properties are amongst the most sensitive receptor viewpoints. We have carried out 

a desktop appraisal and a detailed site survey to evaluate visual impacts from representative 

locations.  Even when the earthworks are fully constructed, the views from properties in Gelligaer 

to the hills beyond will be maintained and the bund will have a gently contoured appearance, with 

mitigation planting of small copses, hedgerows with trees and pasture grazed by cattle and sheep.  

The bunding will effectively screen the great majority, if not all, of the quarry works. 

 

7.8 Properties on the western edges of Penybryn would experience a similar level of visual effect. 

 

7.9 The setting of the Listed building of Llancaiach Fawr is unaffected by the development. Likewise, 

there will be no visual effect on the Listed Grade II Gelliargwellt Uchaf Farmhouse and the Grade 

II listed bee boles near the building. 

 

7.10  No major roads have a view of the development. There will be slight views from a section of a 

minor road crossing Mynydd Eglwysilian and from several streets on the southern edges of 

Gelligaer but none of these will have significant visual impacts. 

 

7.11 The Rhymney Valley Ridgeway footpath, mostly to the east of the site will have views of the earth 

bunds, although in the context of the significant detractors of the existing high voltage 

transmission line.  The carefully designed contouring and mitigation planting will ensure that the 

earthworks are comfortably assimilated into the landscape and there will be no unacceptable 

effects on users of the promoted footpath. 

 

7.12 The development does conform to the various relevant National, Regional and Local landscape-

related planning policies, respecting existing features and landscape character. 

 

7.13 In conclusion, it has been assessed that the proposed development, earthworks and planting have 

been carefully conceived so as to minimise the adverse landscape and visual effects and to 

optimise the beneficial effects. The proposed works will fit comfortably into the wider rural 

landscape and the planting will not only have screening value, but will add to local landscape 

character and habitat diversity. 
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