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Rally against ‘Safe Schools Coalition Australia’ 
 
Vickie Janson, Australian Christians 
 
Belgrave, Wednesday 16 March 2016.  
 
We are here today because we care about children and we care about education. Bullying 
children or anyone else is not something any decent person wants to see perpetuated in 
Australia. It’s dishonest of journalists, politicians and others who discount the shared 
concerns represented here today to suggest we represent a bigoted view or are a bunch of 
religious extremists. That’s simply not true. It’s just a strategy to shut down and dismiss the 
democratic voice of parents and others, from expressing their legitimate concern about this 
school program.  
 
Ironically, while Safe Schools campaign against stereotypes, voicing our genuinely held 
concerns about this program is stereotyped by its proponents with references to us as ‘old 
school dinosaurs, religious extremists, bigots and homophobes’.  That makes a mockery of 
the Safe Schools claim to avoid stereotypes and use inclusive tolerant language.  And it 
doesn’t give anyone with a real concern a fair go to express it.  
 
So let’s be very clear: This is a very important issue and no one on this platform is 
questioning the value of addressing bullying in schools.  
 
What we are questioning is whether a program primarily concerned with gender theory and 
adult sex education is the right education tool for the job of addressing bullying in school.   
 
Children are bullied for many reasons including body shape or size, academic ability, 
ethnicity, religious beliefs, or for socio – economic reasons. The common denominator 
among bullies is a willingness to use strength or influence to harm or intimidate those who 
are weaker. That’s clearly wrong for any reason. Teaching an adherence to the Golden Rule 
where every individual has inherent dignity would seem the appropriate response rather 
than introducing explicit sexual education and gender theory.   
 
Science affirms that the adolescent brain is still a work in progress and may be limited in its 
ability to control emotions, impulses or make moral decisions. So asking children (minors) to 
participate in activities that require them to imagine adult emotions, impulses and 
relationships, and imagine making adult moral decisions is asking them to delve into an area 
they may not yet be equipped for or able to process. To encourage children (minors) to 
explore or experiment with sexuality - even in their imagination - is a risky business.  
 
Accredited sexologist Liz Walker commenting on this curriculum asks…      Why is there 
limited focus on the turbulent nature of this period of life, ….(adolescence is a turbulent 
transitional time)…  (and she goes on to ask …why isn’t there) a strong focus on the 

importance of seeking professional psychiatric support?   
That would seem the most helpful response to identity confusion rather than requiring 
school communities to affirm the identity confusion.  
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This curriculum is not progressive but permissive … it advises children that (Quote) ‘penis in 
vagina sex is not the only sex, and certainly not the ‘ultimate sex’…. That statement alone 
sends the message that you don’t need to restrict yourself – you are given permission to 
imagine something else. Its sending the message that there’s no harm done in 
experimenting with sex. Yet that’s not true from a mental health or physical health 
perspective. 
 
Firstly … Mental health: Depression and disproportionately high suicide rates of LGBTI youth 
are often cited as reasons for the need for this program however a QLD study conducted by  
 
Dr. Delaney Skerrett and a team of researchers from the Australian Institute for Suicide 
Research and Prevention (AISRAP) found that a leading cause of suicide among “lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, and intersex” (LGBTI) people is stress from their romantic partners. 
Dr. Skerrett said… “We tend to assume that the psychological distress LGBTI people are often 
going through is due to family rejection. But it seems that’s not so much the case. The 
conflict seems to be largely related to relationship problems, with partners.”  
See https://app.secure.griffith.edu.au/news/2014/05/26/lgbti-suicide-study-finds-home-is-
where-the-heart-is/ 
 
So perhaps encouraging young people to dive into sexual relationships prematurely is not 
the best response to bullying at school. On the face of it you could argue its relationship 
problems that are contributing to higher suicide rates among LGBTI youth. Facing rejection 
from a romantic partner is hurtful and not the feel good experience perhaps imagined in the 
class. There is nothing romantic about being treated as a sexual object or being reduced to 
just a sexual being for another’s pleasure.  
 
But its not just mental health – there are physical risks being completely ignored by 
promoting experimentation with sex beyond quote the ‘penis – vagina’ experience.  
 
I don’t really want to talk publicly about anal sex, but as its promoted in schools as one 
expression among others, I hope all parents will understand why there should be a duty of 
care to alert young people to the possible dangers of engaging in anal sex: 
 
I have quite a long fact sheet outlining many dangers but let me share just one serious 
consequence with you today which I doubt the Safe Schools program brings to the attention 
of students :  http://factsaboutyouth.com/posts/physical-health/ 
 
Quote: “With repeated trauma, friction and stretching, the sphincter loses its tone and its 
ability to maintain a tight seal. Consequently, anal intercourse leads to leakage of fecal 
material that can easily become chronic. (Ie chronic leakage from the bowel).”  
 
That’s not something children probably imagine when asked to imagine a romantic same sex 
encounter but surely there is a duty of care to highlight the risks of different sexual 
behaviours if they are being equally validated.  
 
As I said earlier – children/adolescents are still a work in progress and this is why we believe 
it is negligent to ask them to affirm their sexual identity at school at all. Research shows 

https://app.secure.griffith.edu.au/news/2014/05/26/lgbti-suicide-study-finds-home-is-where-the-heart-is/
https://app.secure.griffith.edu.au/news/2014/05/26/lgbti-suicide-study-finds-home-is-where-the-heart-is/
http://factsaboutyouth.com/posts/physical-health/
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sexual attraction may change in adulthood and therefore encouraging self control in 
adolescence may offer a better long term outcome rather than encouraging youth to follow 
their adolescent sexual feelings wherever that may lead.   
 

Liz Walker Managing Director of Youth Wellbeing Project  
Says… The vast majority of those who experience same sex attraction during adolescent 
years do not progress to formally identify as being same-sex attracted as an adult.  
 
Children are precious and should be treated with incredible care. With current research 
mounting a strong case about the detrimental impact of pornography on young minds, even 
greater care should be taken with the imagery we present about sexuality in our classrooms. 
 
Children should not feel coerced to celebrate sexuality in school by participating in activities 
that may contradict their social, moral, cultural and/or religious conscience and values. That 
would be another type of bullying. While attempting to not offend one minority in our 
community, we are at risk of offending many others. As a nation that prides itself on 
multiculturalism, it is a no brainer that components of this curriculum are highly offensive to 
many of our ethnic and faith communities.  Their children should not be labelled as 
homophobes at school and alienated for not celebrating sexual diversity and gender theory. 
Real tolerance agrees to disagree; it doesn’t enforce celebration of counter-culture ideas.   
 
Others will be unpacking the specifics of the school curriculum today but to summarise what 
I see as essentially wrong with this anti-bullying program…  
Rather than address the issue of bullying itself, and assist children suffering gender 
dysphoria who may feel alienated or isolated, this program imposes a radical ideological 
agenda upon all.  
 
The cultural changes it seeks to inculcate in our classrooms, must of necessity result in an 
assault on freedom of conscience, belief, speech and association that will impact society at 
large. We don’t have to affirm every idea and every sexuality to treat people with kindness 
and understanding. And we shouldn’t have to affirm identity confusion.  
 
I thank you for supporting this Australian Christians rally today and as the Senate candidate 
for AC in the upcoming federal election, I can assure you that maintaining these core 
freedoms for our children and promoting a culture of freedom and decency is at the heart of 
my campaign.   
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 


