
“It’s a damn good looking bike with aggressive lines all in proportion. 
But don’t think for a minute that it’s style over substance”
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GSX-S750
What The Press Say



...the sharp streetfighter look… got the thumbs 
up from me. Then within a mile or two of 
setting off, I was also celebrating the improved 
performance of the brakes and engine. ...the new 
four-piston radial calipers give more encouraging 
stopping power. Similarly, the inline four cylinder 
motor drives a little more earnestly from lower 
rpm, providing a clean and crisp response. Those 
two obvious plus points boosted my mood and 
had me believe Suzuki might have a point about 
its bike being more usable.

Soon out on the open roads, another ally 
- its tyres - also made life a lot easier. ...the 
Bridgestone S21s were splashing through the 
water and adhering to the road very impressively.

They helped me feel at home on the Suzuki, and 
allied to the ABS brakes and new three-level, 
switchable traction control, my confidence 
was high. This was helped further when some 
excessive throttle keenness on a corner exit 
had the rear wheel begin to step out, to be then 
corrected electronically, ensuring safe progress.

An engine with useful power, commendable 
handling, strong brakes, chassis/suspension 
providing excellent feedback, and a great set 
of tyres were all points I noted at the first stop. 
With other riders from the UK and Italy reflecting 
similar opinions, the new bike was making a 
good impression.

With me and my bike refreshed and refilled, 
I headed out alone to examine the Suzuki a 

bit more. Luckily the roads I found were dry, 
giving me a chance to discover things the 
earlier moisture had prevented. It was very 
enlightening. ...it had good manners, with the 
redesigned longer swingarm not affecting 
turning speed. Getting the chance to corner 
harder showed a surprising level of support and 
control from the suspension.

I expected the set-up to feel a little 
compromised but faster testing felt composed 
enough to be at ease with the greater pace. 
...some hard braking tests didn’t fluster the 
forks, and even over some sharp speed bumps 
the ABS wasn’t triggered too prematurely, 
almost instantly recovering to reapply the 
stopping force.

What perhaps impressed me most though was 
the engine.

A run into a nearby town gave me the 
opportunity to try it at lower overall speeds 
in circumstances often requiring the pace to 
increase periodically, and I was impressed by 
the engine’s breadth of power. Even in the 
taller gears the inline four pulls well and cleanly, 
making the need to change gear a lot less 
important.

The new GSX-S750 works well, with all of what 
it has is very easy to access. It also look stylish, 
sounds good, and will undoubtedly prove to 
be reliable and dependable. ...make sure the 
GSX-S750 is on your list of test rides.

A 750cc four is an excellent configuration for the 
street. It has more than enough power to be fun, 
enough to satisfy an experienced rider but for a 
newer rider, perhaps stepping up to a big bike for 
the first time, it is less intimidating than some of 
the bigger beasts in the transport jungle.

The traction control, which boasts three levels 
plus an ‘off’ option, regulates the power output 
without reducing the overall power. Switch to 
zero and it will fly hard enough to fulfill most 
folks’ needs.

The steering is quick and stable, flicking from 
side to side with the lightest pressure on the 
tapered bars. On longer faster corners the 
stability was good.

The Bridgestone S21 tyres worked well on the 
soaking roads. They gave huge confidence and 
the wet grip was so reassuring that it made 
hustling along a pleasure. They give good 
feedback too and give plenty of warning when 
your imagination starts to exceed your ability.

This is a real do-it-all bike and it will do it all 
well. Ride it to work, go for a weekend B road 
blast, whack a bit of luggage on and take it on 
holiday. It’s manageable enough for your first 
track day in the novice group but I would also 
quite happily take it out in the fast group. It’s 
good. Nice one Suzuki.

What perhaps impressed me 
most though was the engine.
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It’s a damn good looking bike with aggressive lines 
all in proportion. But don’t think for a minute that 
it’s style over substance. The day we got to ride the 
GSX-S in Spain bore witness to some properly biblical 
storms… Riding in such conditions puts a bike under 
a microscope. Even though it can be miserable as a 
rider, in cold, driving wind and torrential rain, it does 
mean that even the smallest problem with any part 
of the bike’s handling or its ability to provide feedback 
will be impossible to miss.

On the road, there is no getting away from the 
fact that the GSX-S750 is a really well behaved 
motorcycle that is a piece of cake to ride. The riding 
position is nicely thought out, with a purposeful feel 
to it that puts just enough weight on the bars to feel 
like you’re over it rather than on top of it.

A conversation with Yousuke Sato, who was Suzuki’s 
lead test rider for the GSX-S reveals that he evaluated 
no fewer than 50 different suspension set-ups before 
deciding to spec the bike with the one it now has. It 
works a treat, as the bike settles really quickly and 
with no wallow when I let the brake off and roll the 
bike carefully into sodden corners.

...the GSX-S settles into a really nice, even distribution 
of its weight. The front doesn’t feel like it’s under 
too much load at the apex, while the rear doesn’t 
squat under power. The result is that my confidence 
and pace start to build to the point that I’m soon at 
the limit of my comfort zone for the conditions, but 
the bike is continuing to behave with impeccable 
manners. The engine’s flexibility is such that it 
doesn’t matter if I ride in a higher gear for a smoother 
throttle on exit, but use more brakes on the way 
in, or lower gear for more revs and therefore more 
engine braking on the way in, but a sensitive throttle 
on the way out due to the extra rpm.

...the GSX-S750 acquits itself admirably. ...it does 
represent decent value for money.

It’s a damn 
good looking 

bike with 
aggressive 
lines all in 
proportion.

The GSX-S750’s styling mirrors that of its litre 
brother. ...it’s smartly presented and sharp. ...the 
new ten spoke wheels which are gorgeously 
designed… I like it, I like it a lot and I’m guessing 
many prospective buyers will, too.

Suzuki have fiddled and fettled the power plant 
nicely. With Euro 4 curbing the engine’s verve, 
they swapped the fuel-injectors from eight, to 
ten-hole long nosed items and added crankcase 
ventilation holes to reduce pumping losses.

A new airbox sporting two extra sub-inlets is 
also in evidence, letting the engine breathe 
better. The exhaust is Euro 4 specification but 
a new exhaust-valve system optimises power 
delivery a all revs. They’ve also added a tooth to 
the rear sprocket for more whizz. [The] engine 
base was the GSX-R750’s, modified for a naked 
slant, so the GSX-S has more than a bit of GSX-R 
DNA inside it and…

Traction control is new, with three settings 
plus an ‘off’ option. The TC is adjusted via new 
switchgear and the dash from the GSX-S1000.

On the chassis side of things, the four-piston 
Nissin calipers and matching 310mm brake discs 
are brand new.

...the weather was utter pony in Alicante. The 
day before we arrived it snowed, a lot. …but 
despite that, the Suzuki shone.

That’s what the riding position said once aboard, 
with a comfy seating position and an easy reach 
to the bars, with everything at finger or thumb’s 
disposal. I asked shorter pilots for their opinion 
on the riding position and they also lauded, so 
it’s well thought out for any height of rider which 
simply serves to open up the GSX-S to more 
potential owners.

Once on the move the GSX-S displayed 
wonderful balance. It belied its wet weight 
figure, feeling far lighter. Manoeuvring at slow 
to medium speeds, even in a hurry, was a cinch 
and undertaken with very little thought or 
physical input.

Once off the more populated routes we were 
able to open the gasser harder. The mechanical 
grip via the chassis, and the S21 tyres, still 
hadn’t seen the new TC system intervene. It was 
on the middle setting, so I turned it down to 

the lowest of 1, but it was only when we came 
across mud slicks or similar, that it chimed in.
What was obvious was the that the trademark 
GSX-R howl remains. You can hear it on the 
bike when you get northwards of 7,000rpm, a 
guttural, deep below. Even the bike in front of 
me sounded terrific!

It’s true that one rides to a measured degree 
in the wet and even if you push personal 
boundaries, which I did, you’ll never put full force 
through a bike in these conditions. Yet I still 
made myself uncomfy chasing Suzuki’s stupidly 
talented test ride. Me, that is, not the bike, as 
even if it twitched and shimmied gently now and 
then, nothing untoward happened.

The new suspension setup is partly responsible 
for that. How it reacts in the dry I am unable to 
report, but the way it behaved when loaded by 
the excellent brakes, in tandem with the S21 
tyres, offered nothing but confidence. Speaking 
of the brakes, they allow strong and progressive 
stopping power without being overwhelming. 
Better yet the ABS refused to cut in at 
inappropriate times, like when panic braking 
into a sodden Spanish hairpin. It’s a real bone 
of contention for me, the general lack of ABS 
sophistication, but in absolutely awful conditions 
it didn’t disappoint.

Speaking of poor conditions, an obscene 
amount of intense concentration was 
required… but the bike helped out immensely, 
it was brilliant.

The decent rear grip also meant hearty drive out 
of turns was possible; you had to seriously over-
ham your throttle action to get the TC to kick in. 
...the Suzuki took it all in its stride.

I found it is far more than the sum of its many 
parts. Every individual aspect works perfectly in 
tandem with its corresponding or associated 
colleagues (brakes and forks, for example), 
the complement each other. Every separate 
department appears to work in synch with  
every other.

...not a single person there wasn’t impressed 
with Suzuki’s work. The price also makes it very 
competitive and worth serious consideration. 
There’s nothing wrong with it, in looks  
or action…

The price makes it very 
competitive and worth 
serious consideration. 

There’s nothing wrong with 
it, in looks or action…

L a u n c h  T e s t

L a u n c h  T e s t



*Fuel economy was measured by Suzuki in the Worldwide Motorcycle Test Cycle (WMTC). Exhaust emissions measuring conditions measured by Suzuki. 
Actual fuel economy and riding range may differ owing to differences in conditions such as the weather, road, rider behaviour and maintenance.

Engine capacity:  749cc
Engine:  4-stroke, liquid-cooled, DOHC, in-line four
Bore:  72.0mm x 46.0mm
Compression ratio:  12.3 : 1
Lubrication:  Wet Sump
Ignition:  Electronic ignition
Fuel system:  Fuel injection
Starter: Electric
Transmission:  6-speed constant mesh
Drive:  Chain 
Traction control:  3 mode switchable
Power: 84.0kW @ 10500rpm (114PS)
Torque: 81.00Nm @ 9000rpm (59.74lb.ft)

Front suspension:  Inverted telescopic, coil spring, oil damped
Rear suspension:  Link type, coil spring, oil damped
Front brakes:  Disc brake, twin, ABS
Rear brakes:  Disc brake, ABS
Front tyres:  120/70ZR17M/C (58W)
Rear tyres:  180/55ZR17M/C (73W)
Ground clearance:  135mm (5.3in)
Overall length:  2125mm (83.66in)
Overall width:  785mm (30.91in)
Overall height:  1055mm (41.54in)
Wheelbase:  1455mm (57.28in)
Seat height:  820mm (32.28in)
Kerb mass:  213.0kg (469.58lbs)
Fuel capacity:  16.0 litres (3.5UK gallons)
MPG: 57.65*
CO2: 114 g/km

TECHNICAL DETAILS
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The streamlined design of this 
updated exhaust system eliminates 
the need for Suzuki’s Exhaust Control 
Valve, improving its looks, greater 
performance and reduced weight. 

Inherited directly from a GSX-R 
supersport machine, the engine 
is specially tuned and refined to 
maximise its potential on the streets 
and on winding roads. 

 With tapered lines that speak of 
performance and sporty good looks, 
this new swing arm design is a perfect 
fit for the GSX-S750. It also features a 
clean and stylish new chain adjuster. 

The GSX-S750 comes equipped 
with some of the most advanced 
rider technology available, including 
Traction Control, Low RPM Assist and 
Suzuki Easy Start System.

Inverted preload adjustable front forks 
featuring 41mm stanchion tubes and 
bold looking anodised upper tubes 
provide a sporty ride that is also 
smooth and comfortable. 

The rider can freely select one of three 
traction control modes (plus off) using 
the convenient handlebar switch. They 
can choose between Sport, Normal 
and Rain settings.
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For more details on the 
2017 GSX-R1000, including 

finance options, simply 
visit our website at

bikes.suzuki.co.uk


