
“It deserves to be another cult classic”
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V-Strom 650 XT / V-Strom 1000 XT
What The Press Say



...the V-Strom is light and flickable, pitching 
easily from upright to over and back without a 
trace of weight through its steering. Suzuki’s 
uprated suspension shines. As a result, the 
V-Strom has a handy confidence in the corners 
that belies its image price tag - the forks… 
hold the front wheel pinned tight against the 
Tarmac and track a solid, neutral line. There’s 
no dramatic weight-transfer to account for, no 
allowances for sogginess under braking; this 
is a properly set-up, balanced and composed 
chassis, despite riding at a pace more befitting a 
sportsbike in places.

Planting the V-Strom on its side and pinning 
the throttle has the amber TC light winking in 
pleasure, but there’s no slipping or sliding - 
traction is guaranteed. So is braking - the two-
pot sliding calipers are unchanged, but work; the 
ABS algorithms are revised for more fidelity, but 
won’t intervene in even the most spectacularly 
clumsy riding. Unless you’re about to crash it.
The V-Strom’s revised motor has lost none of 

its high spirits in the battle with Euro4. [it] still 
romps around the tacho with cheerful abandon, 
pulsing along smoothly at mid-rev motorway 
speeds for, driving evenly and cleanly from 
tick-over in top through villages, with plenty of 
one-gear flexibility if you’re feeling lazy. …the 
transmission is as slick as any Suzuki, too.

As the hectic road ride draws to a close… the 
V-Strom could take me twice as far again, in 
comfort. The seat is accommodating and wind 
management from the fairing is pretty good.

[off-road] with the traction control switched off 
the Suzuki feels manageable and controllable 
over the rough stuff.

...overall, the new adventurer is a successful 
update. The engine is as lovely as ever, the 
chassis is better than ever, with a good… 
standard suspension set-up. It deserves to be 
another cult classic.

Thanks to a whopping 60 new components in 
the engine, torque has increased by 1.4lb.ft and 
power by 2bhp, even after Euro4 compliance. 
The bike is a kilogram lighter than previous, so 
power to weight really is improved. All of this 
means that the 645cc twin delivers 68.9mpg and 
retains its lovable character.

Twist the throttle and that wise old V-twin runs 
up to the red line through a smooth spread of 
usable grunt. Neutral handling and stable chassis 
make attacking tight, curvaceous tarmac a 
breeze. But all this stuff’s in the V-Strom’s genes, 

brought out with the help of magnificent OE 
Bridgestones.

On these Spanish roads the V-Strom is a whole 
lot of fun. Bend after bend is dispatched with a 
neat flick of the high and wide handlebar.

Hereditary grunty engine, stable chassis 
geometry, and a massive fuel tank inspire you 
to ride more and ride further. Does any other 
middleweight make you want to explore the 
world more than this one? We think not.

The new V-Strom 650XT proves good adventure 
bikes don’t need more electronics than the 
space shuttle.

The V-twin remains as fun and flexible as ever. 
Making 71bhp, it’s as happy up near the redline 
as it is driving out of 20mph corners from 
3000rpm.

...Suzuki have done a great job dialling in the 
standard [suspension] settings. There’s plenty 
of feel, and it’s ride quality on open roads and 
motorways is superb. This is a bike you feel 
instantly at home on.

Off-road the 650XT proved more than capable. 
The suspension soaked up most of the terrain in 
a controlled manner, and the Bridgestone Battlax 
Adventure A40 tyres provided more grip than I 
knew what to do with.

...the screen did a brilliant job of stopping any 
buffeting for my 6ft 1in frame in its lowest 
position.

It remains a solid, fuss-free and excellent 
motorcycle with a brilliant engine and handling 
that will tackle virtually anything thrown its way.

It deserves to be another cult classic.

...the V-Strom is a whole lot of fun.

...Suzuki have done a great job.
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When the roads open out the V-Strom become 
even more comfortable. The wind protection 
is decent, the seat comfortable and the new 
slimmer mid-section feels very natural. Where 
the DL excels is in the engine department. The 
gearing on open roads is exceptional.

Riding the bike at low RPM is where it was 
most comfortable. Regardless of the situation 
it handled better and rode smoother when you 
kept yourself a gear high and rolled through 
the meat of the torque curve. The V-Strom is 
capable of being a rever but Suzuki have made 
the torque curve fat and juicy low down and it’s 
much more enjoyable when kept down there.

[Off-road] the V-Twin is surprisingly easy to 
control and has plenty of torque meaning the 
bike pretty much pulls itself along the trail.

The V-Strom 1000 has a lot to like. The bike 
is good, the feature level is great for the 
price range and there really isn’t anything to 
bemoan. I like the brakes, the engine is smooth 
and torquey and the ride is comfortable. The 
injection is well done, the traction control 
buttery smooth and little touches like the 
cornering ABS, one push start, on the fly traction 
control adjustment, slipper clutch, adjustable 
suspension and the 12V socket are really nice.

Back in 2011 I bought a 650 V-Strom and it’s 
still a part of the family. Over the past six years 
it’s notched up more miles than any other bike 
we’ve had roll through the ABR mill, it’s been 
ultra-reliable.

...the 650 V-Strom is more than capable of 
shifting you and all your gear at three figure 
speeds.

Despite all of the changes, the new V-Strom is 
undoubtedly a V-Strom, and sitting astride the 
bike I felt very much at home. And that’s good 
news as the older model is comfortable.

I can’t think of anything to dislike about this bike.
Most riders will be able to throw a leg over the 
relatively low 650 without booking a week off 
work to recuperate, and then plant both feet on 
the floor for stability. ...the new seat is superb. 
...the V-Strom is a comfy place to hang out.

When pushed, the Strom is a bike that is capable 
of fairly humming and hustling to the point of 
peg scraping in the process, it is far more stable 
and flickable than it should be.

It genuinely is a bike where the whole is greater 
than the sum of the parts. ...it really should not 
be as good as it is but past experience and my 
time spent on the launch in Spain only confirms 
this to be the case.

...it does nothing other than delight.

...it’s capable of taking on terrain that the 
average rider would probably want to avoid.

...in my view it’s the best value road focussed 
mid-range adventure bike on the market.

It’s pillion friendly, offers great value for money, 
is economical to run, comfortable on long trips, 
comes with proven reliability and, if you have a 
red mist moment, is capable of running with the 
pack.

Best of all though, this is such a non-threatening, 
easy to ride bike that in my experience makes 
touring such a pleasant, relaxing and enjoyable 
time.

The V-Strom 1000 has a lot to like. The 
bike is good, the feature level is great 

for the price range. 

When pushed, the Strom is a bike 
that is capable of peg scraping ... 
it is far more stable and flickable 

than it should be.

The engine gets a chunky update, 60 new parts to be 
precise. That means more power and torque. Traction 
Control has also been added to the package. It’s the 
same system as big brother, using the same dash 
and switchgear to control everything.

The handling is incredibly neutral. Everything is very 
safe. The handling is nimble without being quick. 
The DL 650 doesn’t drop into corners yet there is no 
requirement for effort to be used to get it turning. The 
lean in is very linear, very smooth and predictable. 
The predictability quickly builds confidence because it 
doesn’t do anything strange, not one thing. It doesn’t 
move around, walk on the front, sit up or drop in. It 
tracks beautiful smooth arcs from corner to corner, 
changes direction quick enough and feels stable 
enough all the time.

The suspension is a big part of that stable, predictable 
handling. The suspension on this £7K bike was one 
of the biggest surprises. Take the F 700 GS, a pretty 
close rival. Where one feels like they forgot to put oil 
in the suspenders, the V-Strom is planted... It doesn’t 
dive too much, doesn’t squat much under bum. It’s 
good around town and better on a twisty mountain 
road that it has any right to be.

the little twin is blessed with a smooth, strong torque 
curve. The power deliver is buttery smooth from low 
RPM and pulls cleanly right to the top end. The EFI is 
very well set up and Suzuki need commending on 
that. Rolling on and off the throttle is perfect.

Open roads aren’t an issue either. Cruising at 
legally acceptable motorway speeds is perfectly 
comfortable, as is the riding position

It’s a do it all bike that doesn’t detract from the riding 
experience and that’s awesome.

The little twin is 
blessed with a 
smooth, strong 

torque curve. The 
power delivery is 

smooth ...and pulls 
cleanly right to the 

top end.
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*Fuel economy was measured by Suzuki in the Worldwide Motorcycle Test Cycle (WMTC). Exhaust emissions measuring conditions measured by Suzuki. 
Actual fuel economy and riding range may differ owing to differences in conditions such as the weather, road, rider behaviour and maintenance.

For more details on the 2017 V-Strom XT, including finance options, simply visit our website at bikes.suzuki.co.uk

There wasn’t anything wrong with the outgoing 
Suzuki V-Strom 1000 but for 2017 Suzuki have 
made a few tweaks and introduced the more 
adventure-focused XT version.

The bike’s 101bhp is more than enough to have 
fun with on the road and off it. The two-stage 
traction control does a decent job of keeping 
everything inline without being too intrusive. The 
1000XT also comes with cornering ABS - the 

first Japanese adventure bike to come with the 
system. During our 160-mile ride… the ABS never 
activated while cornering, but knowing it’s there 
gave me extra confidence to trail the front brake 
deeper into the corner. The radial Tokico brakes 
up front are more than enough to haul the big 
‘Strom to a stop.

The suspension… gives the big ‘Strom greater 
stability while cornering and floods the rider 

with confidence. Off-road it’s not too hard, and 
provides plenty of confidence, even for relative 
novices.

The new [screen] works much better, with 
buffeting now at a minimum, even when wearing 
a peaked helmet.

...for most riders it’s all the bike they’ll ever need.

...it’s one of the most useable and 
versatile of the big adventure bikes.

a smooth operator.
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It’s... smooth, sure-footed and well-suited to 
constant bend-swinging. ...our route is super-
twisty so we’re rarely out of second or third 
- and with the 1000’s grunt it’s easy to get the 
traction-control light flashing.

...it’s one of the most useable and versatile of 
the big adventure bikes, being light, compact 
and feeling manageably low thanks to the 
seat’s slimmer profile.

It certainly looks business-like, especially in 
XT trim. But can it live up to its off-roady looks 
when the tarmac runs out? ...the answer’s 
yes. We did several miles of rocky, rutted 
trails which the V-Strom gobbled up. Perfect 
low-speed balance and that lovely, direct 
connection between throttle and back tyre 
meant it was easy to pick a path through the 
rocks and tease out a bit of grip.

The 1000 is a happy road bike. Low speed 
turning is surprisingly easy and the bike is 
well-balanced. The 1037cc V-twin is still one 
of the bike’s strengths, with peak torque at 
just 4000rpm. Grunt is found easily, with soft 
rounded power and no noticeable loss of oomph 
for Euro4 compliance. 

The new cornering ABS system is a smooth 
operator - grabbing hard at the front brake 
results in no level pulsing, and the bike simply 
stops right quick. The two-stage traction control 
is similarly unobtrusive. Piling on the throttle 
exiting dusty second-gear switchbacks activates 
it, but it doesn’t upset the bike’s balance at lean.

the first Japanese adventure bike to come with cornering ABS.
L a u n c h  T e s t

Engine capacity:  645cc
Engine:  4-stroke, liquid-cooled, DOHC, 90° V-twin
Drive:  Chain 
Traction control:  3 mode switchable
Power: 52.0kW @ 8800rpm (71PS)
Torque: 62.00Nm @ 6500rpm (45.70lb.ft)

Ground clearance:  170mm (6.69in)
Wheelbase:  1560mm (61.42in)
Seat height:  835mm (32.87in)
Kerb mass:  216.0kg (476.20lbs)
Fuel capacity:  20.0 litres (4.4UK gallons)
MPG: 68.90*

TECHNICAL DETAILS

Engine capacity:  1037cc
Engine:  4-stroke, liquid-cooled, DOHC, 90° V-twin
Drive:  Chain 
Traction control:  3 mode switchable
Power: 74.0kW @ 8000rpm (101PS)
Torque: 101.00Nm @ 4000rpm (74.49lb.ft)

Ground clearance:  165mm (6.50in)
Wheelbase:  1555mm (61.22in)
Seat height:  850mm (33.46in)
Kerb mass:  233.0kg (513.68lbs)
Fuel capacity:  20.0 litres (4.4UK gallons)
MPG: 58.85*

TECHNICAL DETAILS

Models shown with optional accessories fitted.


