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SAFE WORK PRACTICE

HYDROCARBON SPILL RESPONSE

1. Application:

To provide a standard work practice for controlling hydrocarbon spills to limit effects to people and the environment, as required by legislation, and in accordance with the Diesel Force Waste Management Procedure 5.17
If in doubt, refer to relevant MSDS

2. Personal Protective Equipment / Special Equipment:

· Hard Hat

· Eye Protection

· Gloves

· Safety Footwear

· Spill Kit (absorbent pads, socks, granules, waste bags)

· Shovels, brooms

3. Requirements:

3.1 Assess the situation

On discovering a spill of oil, fuel or other hydrocarbons, determine the nature of the spill – quantity, flammability and potential to spread and determine if additional assistance is required.  If so raise an emergency.  Do not remain in area if risk of ignition and fire.

3.2 Control Spillage

Identify how to stop the source of leak or spill.  If it is being pumped, stop pump or engine.  If a valve or bung can be used to stop further leaks, stop the leak this way.  Cordon off access to the area and sign post to keep people out of the spill area.  If required refer to the MSDS for the product to obtain specific handling and disposal requirements.

3.3 Contain and prevent further dispersion

Prevent the hydrocarbon from spreading further or entering drains, sewers, streams or waterways by using an absorbent sock or loose absorbent or soil to confine the release.  Drains should be covered using flexible rubber sheeting or absorbent pads.

3.4 Treat the Spill

Spread absorbent granules to soak up the spill if small quantities are involved on hard surfaces.  If large volumes are involved in a sump area, determine if the fluid can be evacuated or pumped up for disposal as waste oil.  Final residues should be soaked up with absorbents, swept up and placed in solid waste container.

Clean up remaining contamination by scrubbing with a water based degreaser/detergent if a hard surface like concrete.  If spill is on soil determine extent of contamination and need for removal and treatment.
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3.5 Contaminated Soil or Ore
· Contaminated soil should be treated and disposed of in an area set aside for this purpose and according to site and regulatory requirements.

· If the spill has occurred at a mining operation, determine if it is on soil or the ore body Contaminated ore may need to be segregated and decontaminated according to client conditions and requirements.
·  In both cases the contaminated material will need to be removed.

Hazards
· Risk of fire/explosion
· Inhalation of toxic fumes

· Eye and skin irritation

· Environmental Damage

Approved by Manager/Supervisor:                                                 
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