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SAFE WORK PRACTICE

USE AND MAINTENANCE OF SLINGS

NEVER STAND or WALK UNDER A LOAD
NEVER ADJUST A SLING AS IT IS BEING TIGHTENED

PPE (Minimum – check SWP- PPE for correct protection)
· Long hair secured
· Safety Footwear
· Gloves
· Safety glasses
· Hard hat if load is being lifted overhead

STORAGE – round (fibre) slings
· Only use round slings when necessary, e.g., when possible damage to chrome rods or paint work could occur.
· All attempts should be made to keep slings free of oil, grease and other chemicals.
· Tag the new sling with the current tag when put into operation.
		
OPERATION – do not use wire slings

The following applies to both round (fibre) slings and chain slings
	
ALWAYS do the following
· Select the right sling and attachments for the lift. 
· Inspect each item of lifting equipment before attachment to the load. 
· Balance the load to avoid overstress on any legs of the sling.
· Protect slings from damage by padding sharp edges with corner saddles or wooden blocks
· Hook unused slings to the oblong link or sling rings
· Keep hands and fingers away when slack is being taken out of a sling
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Tag ‘Out of Service’ if sling damaged, oily or tag missing 
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NEVER do any of the following:
· Drag slings/chains from under a load or across floors.
· Drop slings/chains from a height. 
· Use bolts or shackles for joining or shortening a sling/chain.
· Shorten a sling/chain with knots. 
· Use chains with links worn more than 10%.
· Use any sling without the approved SWL tag attached.
· Hammer a sling into place. 
· Carry a load on the point of a hook, or insert the point of the hook into a link of the chain
· Adjust a sling/chain as it is being tightened

MAINTENANCE

Round slings – before use:
Visually inspect the sling before use and if any of the following are evident, discard the sling, obtain a new sling and book to the job;
· Damaged or worn in any way.
· Dirty or oily. Oil and chemicals can weaken the sling.
· The tag is out of date or missing. Tag ‘Out of Service’ and leave for inspection.

Chain slings - before use:
Check that the sling is tagged, carefully visually inspect the chain links, hook/s, master links, hammer locks and any other fittings and if any of the following are evident, tag the sling, remove it from service and notify your supervisor;
· Metal tag is missing or unreadable.
· Links are worn more than 10%.
· Links are elongated, bent, corroded or distorted.
· Obvious wear in any fitting
· Stretched hook, damaged safety latch or damaged self-locking hook.  

HAZARDS
· Serious body injuries or death from slipping or dropped load.
· Hand injuries from pinch points.
· Injury from falling objects.
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