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SAFE WORK PRACTICE

MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)

APPLICATION:

These standards provide minimum conditions for the use of personal protective equipment on all sites.  

They apply to all employees, contractors, truck drivers and visitors.  Where hazard analysis has identified that more strict requirements apply to specific areas, these must be identified in Work Instructions and followed.  Safety signs must be followed.  Exemptions must be formally documented.  Common sense must prevail in the application of these standards.

The minimum standards are based on best practices and designed to protect people from injury.  

The process for reducing injuries should be: Eliminate or reduce the hazard, control the hazard and then, if necessary, use personal protective equipment.  If doubt exists, consult your supervisor.

A work site is defined as an area where work is carried out, including inside plant and vehicles.
MINIMUM STANDARDS:

	
	
	

	EYES
	Safety glasses with side shields
	All work sites areas

	
	AS1336, AS1337, AS1338
	Sun glasses when working in the sun.

	HEARING
	Ear Plugs or muffs. AS1270
	Loud Machinery, compressors,

	
	
	jackhammers.

	HEAD
	Hard hats with accessories as 
	All work sites with moving objects 

	
	appropriate AS1800, AS1801
	above head height or potential injury

	
	
	from falling objects.

	
	Sun hats with brim all around or hard
	All work sites in direct sunlight.

	
	hats with attached brim.
	

	
	Long hair secured.
	Around moving equipment.

	FEET
	Steel capped safety footwear AS2210 
	All work sites.

	
	Enclosed low/medium heel footwear
	All work sites including non-industrial

	
	(if safety shoes exempted)
	offices and buildings.

	HANDS
	Appropriate glove AS2161, AS2225
	Where any danger of abrasion,

	
	
	laceration or hazardous contact exists. 

	BODY
	Hi-Vis Tops, strips or vests at all times 
Long sleeves fastened AS2919
Protective clothing where required AS4501
	Where danger of abrasion, laceration or hazardous contact exists.
Moving Equipment 
Electrical installations and hazardous manual equipment. 

	
	No loose clothing (eg ties contained)
	

	
	Rings, watches, bracelets and
	

	
	pendants: removed or covered.
	

	
	Safety harnesses AS1819
	When working aloft in EPV's or

	
	
	ladders (over 2m height)

	SKIN
	Sun block SPF30 minimum AS2604
	All work sites in direct sunlight.

	BREATHING
	Respiratory equipment AS1715,
	All work sites where exposure exceeds

	
	AS1716
	WorkSafe recommendations.
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	IN THE CASE OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
	Refer to the relevant MSDS and consult with your supervisor
	All situations where hazardous materials are used or stored


Remember:: Personal Protective Equipment should be the last option to protect people
EXEMPTIONS:

· Within offices.

· Within amenities: change rooms, toilets, and lunchrooms.

· Where the protective equipment interferes with the job or increases the hazard potential and is identified as an exemption by management: (for instance, long sleeves rolled down are unsafe around fan belts).
· People accessing amenities, offices and approved car parks at the start or finish of work where no travel through work areas is required.

· Visitors not participating in work activities need not wear safety shoes but must wear enclosed low/medium heel footwear.  Visitors for short periods need not wear sun hats or sun protection.
· Visitors are required to wear Hi Vis vests in workshop and yard area at all times.
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