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New markers installed
at the White Water Cemetery
by Richard Spence
On a very warm afternoon in late July, a group of volunteers 
including Pat Allen, Jeff Warner, Karen and Dave Kilgo, and Rich 
Spence labored under the hot sun to remove and replace the 
deteriorated headstones of Elder Rufus Bishop of Mt Lebanon, 
New York who died at White Water August of 1852, and of Eldress 
Hannah Boggett, who passed away in late December 1852.

The original markers, so weathered that their inscriptions were 
now illegible, have been saved and were moved for preservation to 
north family settlement. The new headstones were exactly replicated 
including the inscriptions and size of the original stones. In addition 
to their replacement, horizontally placed markers were set into the 
ground in front of the headstones with more complete information 
about both Eldress Hannah and Elder Rufus.

In attendance was the great great grandnephew of Elder Rufus, 
Peter Van Demark, who, with his wife, came all the way from 
Rockport, Massachusetts. Also witnessing the work were Crosby 
township trustee Chuck Heis and former White Water Shaker board 
member Jim Innis.

Special thanks must be made to former board member 
Hanlin Bavely who worked to get this project started and for his 
coordinating efforts in obtaining the approvals necessary from both 
the Crosby township trustees and the United Society of Shakers at 
Sabbathday Lake, Maine who funded the cost of the replacement 
markers. Hanlin’s tireless work significantly helped in bringing this 
project to its successful conclusion. Appreciation is also given to 
Dodd’s Monument Company of Xenia, Ohio.

A dedication ceremony of the new markers is being planned for 
later this year. More on White Water cemeteries is on page 6.

White Water video on YouTube
by David Kilgo
The Western Shaker Singers underwrote the production costs of 
a new White Water Village video, available now on YouTube. The 
video was produced and edited by History in Your Own Backyard, 
a production company that specializes in videos of local and 
regional landmarks. It features our president, Rich Spence, within 
a backdrop framing the Meeting House, giving an engaging talk on 
Shaker life in the 1800s with a broad overview of Shaker customs 
and beliefs.

He then discusses the uniqueness of the meeting house and of 
the extensive work already accomplished in its renovation, although 
he notes that much still needs to be accomplished. He goes on to 
mention the other historically interesting structures that are not 
only a part of the largest historical site in Crosby Township but very 
probably one of the largest historical sites in all of Hamilton County. 

To view this eight minute video go to YouTube and key in 
“History in Your Backyard - White Water Shaker Village” or enter 
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5-N1P1CF6I> into the 
search line in your browser.

Jeff Werner cleaning Rufus Bishop’s headstone. Hannah Boggett’s broken headstone that is to be replaced.
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Our website address is
<www.whitewatershakervillage.org>

Our mailing address is
Friends of White Water Shaker Village

North Family Dwelling
11813 Oxford Road
Harrison OH 45030

Our email address is
<fwwsv@cinci.rr.com>

Look for us on Facebook. Search
for White Water Shaker Village.

Our Mission Statement
“To preserve, restore, and open the 

Shaker buildings and adjacent grounds 
known as the North Family of White 
Water Shaker Village; to collect and 

exhibit artifacts related to the site for 
the cultural enrichment of the public; 

to educate the public about this unique 
part of our nation’s heritage.”
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Recent 
Donations 

Mt Lebanon production rocking chair, 
refinished, from the estate of Diana Van 
Koklen. Gift of George and Darlene 
Kohrman.

Collection of iron cookware including a 
dutch oven and teapot, and an Amish straw 
hat. Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Craig Holder.

Woodbox with original paint and 
kindling section, from the Shaker 
community at Enfield CT. Gift of Scott and 
Elaine Hoover.

Large flat 
screen monitor. 
Gift of Bruce 
and Linda 
Poynter.

Butter churn, 
late 19th century. 
Gift of Allan and 
Kay Bornmann.

E. W. Noyes 
#6 bible or 
dictionary stand, 
c1890. Gift of 
Betty Davis.

Little Giant 
multi position 
ladder. Gift of 
Joe Grittani. 
Photo provided 
on Xchange.

Discovered
Grain sieve, either from Hodapps or 

Shakers, found in Dwelling addition.

Reclaimed

Two window sashes, walnut, removed 
from south wall of stable during 
stabilization. Almost identical in design and 
dimensions to windows in dwelling and 
meeting house.

Two Shaker 
beds acquired

Two Shaker bedsteads were purchased 
at the Willis Henry Auction at Hancock 
Shaker Village on September 10th. The 
matching beds are pine and maple with 
original orange stained finish, intact wood 
rollers and – by some reports – the best 
beds that have been seen for a while. Since 
the Shakers slept four to six to a room, they 
can be added to our existing two Shaker 
beds in the retiring room in the dwelling. 
More beds may be  needed for Elder’s and 
Eldress’s rooms on the second floor of the 
Meeting House.

Members who would like to  contribute 
to the purchase of the beds and rebuild the 
Acquisition Fund at the same time, please 
forward a donation to the FWWSV and 
indicate “Shaker beds” on the memo line.

Our thanks to Tom Queen for assisting 
with this purchase and bringing them back 
from Hancock!
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Meeting House Campaign
and other donations
Since January 1, we have received $7,010.00 in donations to the Year 
End Campaign for the Meeting House plus other general donations.  
Thanks you to all!

Membership
New Members

Brian Bergsten Single
Herb Biermann Single
Roxanne Dieffenbach Single
Susan Hopple Single
Jerry & Sonja Kirkland Sponsor
Linda Leas Single
Daryl Michael, Jr. Patron
Patty Schultz Single
Don & Nancy Smith Family
Karen & Tom Weingartner Sponsor

Renewals
Rodney Adams Family
Don & Teri Becker Family
Mary Helen Beimesche Single
Martha Boice White Water Society
Chicago Area Shaker Interest Group Family
Dave Coleman Single
Ed & Kathy Creighton Family
Richard Dabrowski & Carol Smith White Water Society 
Ann Dugan Single
Rowland & Clare Johnson Family
David & Karen Kilgo Sponsor
Linda Leas Single
Marnie Leist Single
Kevin & Sue Lindsey Family
Fred Lutt Family
Caro Medlicott & Bob Kellison Sponsor
Bob & Charlotte Menker Family
Ann Peacock Single
Paul & Marjo Prinzing Patron
Paul Ruffing Sponsor
Mark Sandefur Family
William Shea Sponsor
Bonnie Wohl Single

Jacquelyn Acker
Patrick and Mary Allen
Cheri Beck
Mary Helen Beimesche
Martha Boice
Allen and Kay Bornemann
Robert and Janice Campbell
Gail and Gerald Chuck
Cincinnti Cycle Club
Sharon Edwards
Elmer and Janice Fowler
Ken Fulmer
Joe Grittani
Clay and Ethel Hock
Scott and Elaine Hoover
James R Innis, Jr.
Joseph Kresovich

Marnie Leist
Janet Lockwood
Harold McCollum
C Nelson and Dorothy Melampy
Bruce and Linda Poynter
Paul and Marjo Prinzing
Larry Riffe
Dale Spencer
Hedda von Goebben
W Hollis Weaver

Grants Received
$2,000 from the Smith Family 

Trust, Oxford, Ohio for laptop 
computer, software, projector, and 
program costs

Great Outdoor Weekend
by Rich Spence
The Shaker North Family was one of over 100 participating 
organizations in the Great Outdoor Weekend, an annual outdoor 
event sampler in the Greater Cincinnati region that is held the 
last weekend in September. The GOW presents opportunities for 
children and adults to sample the best outdoor recreation and 
nature awareness programs available in the Greater Cincinnati 
region. All events are free and open to the public.

Visitors, most completely new to the Shakers and White Water, 
experienced an art exhibit in the meeting house, lemonade and 
home made ice cream on the meeting house front lawn, a Shaker 
chair exhibit of mostly western Shaker chairs, performances by the 
Western Shaker Singers, opportunities to buy gifts and books in our 
dwelling gift shop, and tours of our 10 historic buildings.

Good weather and no power lines (See Going, Going, Gone) 
made this a wonderful day for the approximately 150-200 visitors, 
the largest crowd that we have ever had!

Above, Ed Creighton’s 
antique ice cream 
machine hard at work 
making treats for our 
many guests.

Left, Scott Hoover and 
a Watervliet chair

Below, the chair exhibit 
with 20 Shaker chairs 
in all.
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A Posey of Diverse Colors
2016 Annual Gathering
by Rich Spence
Forty-five members and guests gathered on April 2 for the 2016 
Annual Gathering. After greetings and music by the Western Shaker 
Singers, Professor Brian Hackett gave the morning presentation, 
“History is All Bunk, Sorting Facts and Fiction in Historic 
Restoration”. As an example, Brian talked about the Henry Ford 
Museum presenting history as Henry Ford saw it.

During a brief business meeting lead by President Rich Spence, 
new three-year term directors Lois Madden, Jeff Werner, Rich 
Spence and Karen Kilgo were approved by the membership. In 
addition, Bruce Poynter, Linda Poynter, and Patty Schultz were 
elected to the board, providing a much needed presence from our 
surrounding Harrison-New Haven-Okeana community.

Following lunch, Christian Goodwillie gave the afternoon talk, 
“Red Herring in a Sea of Prussian Blue, the 1827 White Water 
Shaker Meeting House”, in which he presented the paint analysis 
finding of paint conservator Susan L. Buck, PhD, who had analyzed 
paint chips taken from the meeting house first floor woodwork 
and staircase. We were also treated to wainscot panels painted by 
Christian’s wife, Erica, using the original 1827 paint formula that 
Buck found, and the modern equivalent commercially made paint 
color by Benjamin Moore Paint Company.

Following a successful auction lead by Susy Spence, the AG 
adjourned for tours of the North Family Shaker site.

The program begins at the Fernald Nature Visitors Center.

Left, Susy Spence opening this year’s silent auction.
Right, Rich Spence running the business meeting.

Above, lunch awaits the closing gavel of the morning session.
Below, the yummy dessert table with treats for all to end lunch.

The Shaker Singers. Left ro right are Carol Medlicott, Karen Kilgo and 
Lois Madden.
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Scott Hoover, Rich Spence, Susy Spence and Pat Allen keep the 
auction moving.Scott and Elain at the registration table.

Dr. Hackett presenting “History Is All Bunk”. Dr. Hackett making a point.Carol Medlicott introducing Dr. Brian Hackett.

Center, Christian making a point about the wainscot panel 
painted to replicate the original paint color.

Left, Christian Goodwillie, Director and Curator of Special Collections 
and Archives, Hamilton College, begins his presentation “A Red Herring 
in a Sea of Prussian Blue: The 1827 White Water Meeting House”. Right, Christian answered many questions after his presentation.
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Cemeteries at White Water
Background and lots of questions
by Rich Spence
The White Water Shaker’s earliest cemetery organized for that 
purpose was at the North Family; its location and length of use 
are unknown and the location by oral accounts was along the bluff 
above the west bank of the Dry Fork, directly east of the meeting 
house. Certainly burials occurred between 1824 and 1826 when 
the North Family was established, and are on farms in Morgan 
Township and Butler County where the White Water community 
originated. Although the Shakers owned the land that the Center 
Family Cemetery is located on since it was purchased as part of 
the farm of Daniel Long in 1839, the earliest recorded burial is 
that of Elder Rufus Bishop, a member of the Central Ministry at 
Mt. Lebanon, New York, who became ill and died at White Water 
during a tour in August, 1852. As a testament to his stature, a 
lengthy account of his death, funeral service including a visitation 
by the Elder himself, and burial was widely circulated among the 
Shaker villages.

His grave was located slightly south of the center line of the 
cemetery, off center perhaps in anticipation of the death of an 
eldress whose grave would need to be located to the north on the 
same center line. That opportunity came in December of the same 
year, when Eldress Hannah Boggett died, first in the Elder’s lot on 
the female side, and the first member of the local leadership to pass 
away.

We are also graced with a lengthy description of Eldress’ Hannah’s 
death, funeral, and burial in a letter written to the Mount Lebanon 
ministry by Elder Ebenezer Rice.

These two headstones were the ones replaced by the Friends of 
White Water Shaker Village because of their deteriorated condition. 

The cemetery has 54 headstones, half of which have inscriptions 

with full names, and the remainder having initials only, no 
inscription, or stones so weathered that they cannot be read. The 
headstones are scattered in groups in the western half of the plot. 
Dowsing and burial lists from other sources indicates that there are 
50 or more unmarked graves, also in the western half of the plot.

The absence of so many markers leads credence to oral 
accounts that many graves had cast iron “lollipop” markers that 
were removed either by the Shakers or in local scrap iron drives. 
Fragments of lollipop markers have been found at South Union 
Shaker Village and are a prominent feature of the Harvard, 
Massachusetts Shaker Cemetery.

Sometime in the 1920s a large central marker was erected, 
between the graves of Eldress Hannah and Elder Rufus, made of 
limestone and on which is carved the same inscription as can be 
found on the central marker at the Enfield, Connecticut cemetery. 
Almost certainly the marker was erected at the direction of the 
Central Ministry, now residing at Canterbury Village and possibly 
dedicated by Elder Arthur Bruce.

A series of photos survive at Canterbury Shaker Village of the 
buildings and cemetery at White Water, and one photo sports 
Elder Irving posing in front of the North Family Dwelling. The 
same series includes a photo of the cemetery in which the central 
marker is clearly visible but alas no lollipop markers and only one 
headstone, that of Hannah Boggett.

The cemetery was neglected for the next fifty years until Crosby 
Township employed Tom Stander to restore the burial plot in 1984. 
There were no standing headstones found by Tom.

Fast forward to the present. The cemetery is a silent testimony to 
the Believers buried here who dedicated their lives to the Shaker’s 
utopian experiment. Much work remains to understand how long 
the cemetery was in use, who was buried here, if there were cast 
iron markers, and how the burials are placed. And who knows? Just 
maybe the burial records will surface, and a lot of questions will be 
answered.

photo from Canterbury Shaker Village
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Pat Allen brushing off the central marker.

Harvard, Massachusetts Cemetery with its lollipop markers.

White Water Cemetery – left to right are markers for Rufus Bishop, 
the central marker and Hannah Boggett.

New website coming soon
by David Kilgo
At the July board meeting, a presentation was made by website 
designer Audra Shields of Dream Weavers Studio, in which she 
proposed an entirely new experience for those navigating our 
website.

The new and improved version will feature interactive advances 
including a working PayPal feature that will allow contributions, 
all fully tax deductible, to be made by simply pressing a button and 
keying in the amount one wishes to donate. Integrated into the 
website will be a portal to YouTube to view videos related to the 
White Water Shaker settlement, including the recently introduced 
video with Rich Spence. Other new features will be introduced to 
make our website a cutting edge experience all will enjoy.

After a board review of Audra’s plan it was approved and she is 
now going forward with the website’s redesign.

Board member Bruce Poynter volunteered to work with Audra 
and to oversee the longer term running of the website by helping 
to keep it ‘fresh’ with photos of recent events and an up-to-date 
calendar so that members can quickly learn of upcoming events.

It’s our expectation the new website will be online and running by 
the end of September.

Stay tuned!

Jeff Werner dipping ice cream for our many visitors.

Lots of cars brought between 150-200 guests to see White Water, our 
best day of attendance yet.

More Great Outdoor Weekend
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Ten years ago at
White Water Shaker Village
The summer of 2016
It was ten years ago, the summer of 2006, that work began at 
the North Family of White Water Shaker Village by volunteers 
and board members. Scott Peak, a park district employee, had 
just vacated the Meeting House. Members began working at the 
Dwelling and Meeting House.

Frank Elsner, a board member, had been a painting contractor 
and he provided the drop cloths, ladders and brushes. He also 
organized the scraping, priming and painting of some of the 
exterior doors and windows. Those on the painting crew included 
Frank Elsner, Dory Thompson, Rich Spence, Jim Innis and Scott 
Hoover.

Many of the Dwelling windows had been covered with plywood. 
The plywood and the window frames were painted white.

The original green shutters from the Dwelling were stored in the 
northwest room behind the old kitchen. Two of the shutters were 
hung with the original hardware to make sure we had the original 
shutters. One of the pictures shows the shutters attached. We 
removed the shutters and they are still in the Dwelling room. Many 
of the Dwelling window frames are in very poor shape. Of course, 
the Meeting House windows have now all been replaced.

This began the work for the board at the North Family site. We 
had been working at the Center and South Family buildings and 
barns before that.  If you have visited the interiors recently, you can 
see what has been accomplished.  Much still needs to be done and 
we are waiting for the funds to continue the restoration.

Windows boarded up Frank painting Meeting House

Scott Hoover and Jim Innis painting

Frank Elsner Scott Hoover, Frank Elsner and Rich Spence
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Shaker herb garden
Spring 2016
by Christy Connelly
Our garden looks very busy with most of the perennials returning. 
Several additions: Sweet Marjoram, Dill, Basil, Fennel, Nasturtium, 
Parsley and Pot Marigold. Broom Corn seeds planted again. Native 
Wildflowers – Spring Asters w/purple flowers (Fleabane) noted.

The central garden area has the tall Boneset and busy Tansy 
plants.

Boneset (Eupatorium Petrolatum) 5ʹ tall. Dense small white 
flower heads. Also called Indian Sage, a bitter tea made from long 
leaves & used cold as a tonic or hot as a diaphoretic. Used by settlers 
for colds and during the Civil War. Boneset is now simply a hardy 
weed.

Tansy (Tan acetum Vulgare) 4ʹ tall. Attractive fern like leaves and 
aromatic yellow button-like flower heads. Repels pest insects-moths, 
fleas. Attracts beneficial insects. Oil is highly toxic (caution).
Leaves used in cooking – colonial times. Leaves and flowers used in 
cosmetic cleansing and to dye fabric.

Shaker garden heritage
Seed packages
Information source: Ohio Historical Society – News, June 2011

by Christy Connelly
In America, Shakers were the first to develop the concept of 
packaging and selling seeds and in 1794 launched a highly 
successful business known as the Shaker Seed Co. Prior to this 
initiative, seed amounts were estimated and sold from barrels and 
burlap sacks. By 1835 a gardener’s manual was printed listing the 
Shaker seeds and planting tips, and by 1839 they packaged over 
154,000 seed packets.

The Shakers’ seed industry expanded and evolved into a 
scientific plant-based venture, where they pioneered the systematic 
arrangement of growing seasonal varieties of herbs and methods 
of preparation. They were pioneers in cultivating, collecting, 
drying and packaging herbs for culinary and medicinal purposes. 
Roots, barks and herbs were pressed into extracts, essential oils, 
and distilled fragrant waters. By 1850, the Shakers’ herb and drug 
industry provided high quality products on which pharmacists and 
physicians depended and the general population enjoyed.

Garden with the Dwelling and Meeting House in the background.

View of garden with the Woodhouse in the background.

View of the garden with the new privy in background.Garden with the milk house and stable in background.
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Going, Going, 
Gone….
photos and text vby Richard Spence
The North Family is returning to it’s 19th Century 
appearance.

Funded by a donation to the FWWSV for this purpose, 
the Butler County Rural Electric Cooperative is installing 
underground electrical service to the Dwelling and 
Meeting House, eliminating one meter in the process 
and the unsightly overhead power lines. Total cost of 
the project was $6,252.00 which was underwritten by a 
member.

Trenching did not discover anything from the Shakers 
and the power company was careful to preserve the stone 
walkway to the dwelling. Our thanks to Treasurer Jeff 
Werner for coordinating this project and its countless 
meetings with the utility.

Above, the path of the buried power line to the Dwelling House.
 Right, the path of the buried power line looking north from the Meeting House.
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Wagon Shed and Stable

Wagon Shed with repaired stone basesFinal repair to Wagon Shed

Timber frame strengthenedRestored batten siding

1835 Stable update
Work is now complete on a project that began last 
September: structural repairs to the timber frame 
of the 1835 stable and attached wagon shed, which 
was overseen by Great Parks and performed by John 
Tumlin and Sons.

Both structures were endangered and headed 
for eventual collapse had these repairs not been 
undertaken. See The Record,
vol. 1 no. 5, September, 2014.

The project included replacement of 
approximately 80% of the siding on the south side 
of the stable that had been compromised, damaged 
or chopped up. A close inspection and turn of 
the century photos revealed that the barn was 
completely resided in the 1890s.

The siding on the south side now sports its historic 
appearance complete with battens.

Our thanks to Great Parks and Doug Tumlin for 
their excellent work.
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The Friends of White Water
Shaker Village, Inc.
North Family Dwelling
11813 Oxford Road
Harrison OH 45030

First Class Mail

 

Response Card
for Capital Campaign and Membership

Yes! I am excited about helping move this project forward and will support the effort with a gift of
 ❏ $50 ❏ $100 ❏ $500 ❏ $1000 ❏ $

❏ My check made payable to Friends of White Water Shaker Village is enclosed.
❏ I would like my gift to remain anonymous.

Yes! I would like to become a member of the Friends of White Water Shaker Village, or renew my membership!
 ❏ $10 Student ❏ $25 Single ❏ $50 Family
 ❏ $100 Sponsor ❏ $500 Patron ❏ $1,000 White Water Society

    Total Amount Enclosed: $

Contributions to Friends of White Water Shaker Village are eligible for tax-deduction as we are a 501(c)(3) organization.

❏ Please contact me regarding a visit to the Village. I am really interested in knowing more.
❏ I am interested to know how I can volunteer. Please contact me to let me know how I can help.

 Name(s)
 Address
 City     State  ZIP
 Phone     Email

Please mail to: FWWSV, PO Box 62714, Cincinnati OH 45262


