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Report from
White Water Shaker Village
by Rich Spence
Spring saw the culmination of two projects at the North Family: 
the exchange of two unsightly above-ground propane gas tanks for 
a new buried one, and the re-bricking of the north chimney on the 
dwelling.

The White Water Shakers heated their buildings exclusively with 
the ubiquitous cast iron stove and early in the 20th century either 
the Shakers or the Hodapps installed a modern hot water heating 
system in the dwelling, likely fueled by wood. Over the years the 
fuel source was changed to propane – thankfully – for the meeting 
house and dwelling, and like most houses in rural Crosby Township, 
this meant a large, hotdog shaped tank behind the building. The 
burial of a new tank was quite a project involving our landlord 
Great Parks of Hamilton County and Lykins Energy.

The North Family dwelling was erected by the Shakers in 1832 

A Great Spring
at White Water
by Linda Poynter
Within a span of less than three weeks this spring, the village 
“bloomed” when several descendants of White Water’s founding 
Shakers found their roots firmly planted at White Water Shaker 
Village.

On March 19, Audrey Jordan contacted us via our Facebook 
page. Her fourth-great grandparents were Joseph Brant Agnew and 
Miriam McKee Agnew. Miriam was the first to pledge to become a 
White Water Shaker in 1823. Her husband, Joseph, also embraced 
the faith, as did the siblings of both Joseph and Miriam. By 1830, 
Miriam had become disenchanted with the Shaker lifestyle. 
However, Joseph wanted to sign the covenant. Miriam and Joseph 
allowed their children to choose whether to remain or leave White 
Water. Joseph and three of the Agnew children elected to stay. The 
remaining children left White Water with Miriam and moved to 
Indiana. Audrey lives in Hope, Indiana and hopes to visit the village 
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Memorial Day Open House
by Karen Kilgo
The weather forecasters said “rain”. However, despite a few clouds 
and a definite breeze, our Memorial Day weekend Sunday open 
house was well attended. Approximately 40 people were welcomed 
by board members and toured the buildings, learned about the 
Shakers and enjoyed cookies and lemonade.

Our open house occurs in conjunction with the Crosby Township 
Memorial Day parade and service at the cemetery on the Sunday of 
Memorial Day weekend. The old Township hall was also open for 
visitors. It was a great day for Crosby Township history!

The new underground single tank that replaced two unsightly above 
ground tanks. photo by Rich Spence

The Budds at the White Water Meeting House. photo by Linda Poynter

Our website address is now
<www.whitewatervillage.org>

Our email address is now
<friendsofwwsv@gmail.com>
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Our website address is
<www.whitewatervillage.org>

Our mailing address is
Friends of White Water Shaker Village

North Family Dwelling
11813 Oxford Road
Harrison OH 45030

Our email address is
<friendsofwwsv@gmail.com >

Look for us on Facebook. Search
for White Water Shaker Village.

Our Mission Statement
“To preserve, restore, and open the 

Shaker buildings and adjacent grounds 
known as the North Family of White 
Water Shaker Village; to collect and 

exhibit artifacts related to the site for 
the cultural enrichment of the public; 

to educate the public about this unique 
part of our nation’s heritage.”
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Donations

Amish meeting house bench, pine,
10ʹ x 11½ʺ, from Holmes County Ohio. For 
the meeting house. Donated by Scott and 
Elaine Hoover.

Dining chairs, attributed to Pleasant Hill, 
Kentucky. Donated by George and Darlene 
Kohrman.

Discovered

Portion of a Shaker tobacco pipe, found in 
the herb garden.

Broom handle, 42ʺ long by 1ʺ diameter, 
stained a dark color. Found in dwelling 
cellar.

New Members since March 2017 
Beth & Bill Burwinkle Patron
David & Karen Budd Family
Kay Greene Single
Paul Houston Family
Brian & Suzanne Mehaffie Family
David Savage Single
Julie Smith Sponsor

Renewing Members
Pat & Mary Allen Family
Fred Bader Single
Hanlin & Jane Bavely Sponsor
Mary Helen Beimesche Single
Norma Biermann Single
Jennifer Bornemann Family
Patrick Bradley Sponsor
John Campbell Single
Robert & Janice Campbell Family
Ann Dugan Single
Frank Elsner Single
Jill Evans Single
J. Wilson & Winifred Ferguson Family
Ken Fulmer Single
Johanne Grewell Single
Tommy Hines Single
Jim & Carolyn Innis Sponsor
David Huff Single
David & Karen Kilgo Sponsor
Jean Knollman Single 
Marnie Leist Single 
Fred Lutt Family
Steve McClanahan & Larry Leslie Family
Bruce Metzger Single
Steven Neal Single
Diane Packard Single
Paul & Margo Prinzing Sponsor
Kathy Pulliam Single
Paul Ruffing Sponsor
Mark Sandefur Family
William Shea Single
Jeff & Elaine Werner Sponsor
Paul & Nancy Wheeler Family
Joyce Wiseman Single
Bonnie Woll Single

Year End and other Donations
James and Mary Abbott
Judy and James Adams
Cheri Beck and Larry Brown
Mary Helen Beimesch
Norma & Herb Biermann
Lindsey Casteel
Elaine Disch
Joe Grittani
Midge King
Coleen Kresovich
Mary Medlicott
Carol Medlicott
Bruce Metzger
Louis & Marguerite Sharp
W Hollis and Annette Weaver
Joyce Wiseman
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using hand-made “soft” bricks formed from local clay deposits. 
A couple of years ago, a summer storm blew off the stainless steel 
chimney cap, taking with it a couple of rows of bricks. A search 
ensued for a mason skilled with old bricks and soft mortar. We 
fortunately found such a mason – who needed 300 old bricks for 
the job – as the chimney had to be taken down to the roofline. The 
bricks were found in the Sister’s Shop site, and harvesting began 
in the fall, resulting in volunteers and boy scouts harvesting and 
cleaning 450 bricks for the job. The work is completed and the 
chimney repairs can’t be seen – just what we wanted!

Both projects were completed in time for White Water to 
participate in the Crosby Township Memorial Day Weekend 
activities and a tour for the Cincinnati Museum Center’s 2017 
Heritage Tour Program.

Upcoming volunteer projects include replacement of the picket 
fence fronting on Oxford Road (formerly Shaker Avenue) and re-
hanging 22 shutters that were removed and stored when Great Parks 
purchased the site in 1990.

this summer.
Just about a week later, on March 28, while Rich Spence was 

conducting a tour at the village, siblings Jane Wilson and Chad 
Wilson from Denver, Colorado stopped by. Jane has been compiling 
their family tree via <Ancestry.com>. Brant Agnew (brother of 
Joseph) and Ann Catherine (Caty) Myers Agnew are their fourth-
great grandparents. Their daughter, Margaret Boggett Agnew 
(left White Water in 1830 with Caty), married Henry Walker 
and moved to Arkansas. The Walkers are Jane and Chad’s third-
great grandparents. Chad Wilson is a cabinet maker. He was very 
interested in the Meeting House’s unique truss system. Since 
the village is not staffed on a regular basis, we are glad that they 
happened to come at a time when someone was there to welcome 
them and show them around.

On April 4, right before the annual gathering, David Budd from 
Winamac, Indiana contacted us via our website. He had recently 
discovered that Joseph & Miriam Agnew were his third-great 
grandparents while conducting genealogy research on <Ancestry.
com>. With just a few days’ notice, David and his wife Karen were 
able to make arrangements to attend the annual gathering and tour 
the North Family site. It was a pleasure to meet them.

The White Water Shaker Village is excited to be part of their 
families’ histories. Being able to walk on the same land and in 
the Meeting House as their distant ancestors once did is a unique 
opportunity not available to many. We hope they enjoy learning 
more about this unique village and join us in sharing the White 
Water Shaker Village story.

Continued from page 1Continued from page 1

The chimney awaits its new bricks. photo by Rich Spence

The mason was Herman Hiene who did very good work. We would 
recommend him to anyone. photo by Rich Spence

Our 2017 Raffle 
Fundraiser continues!

A reproduction of a circa 1860 walnut table

Ohio craftsman Steve Foley has 
reproduced a Mount Lebanon walnut table

with two apron drawers.
Dimensions:

27½ʺ wide x 19¼ʺ deep x 24½ʺ high

Winner will be drawn
At the 2018 spring Annual Gathering.

Tickets are $5 each
or five tickets for $20.
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2017 FWWSV
Annual Gathering 2017
Preserving the Artifacts of Ohio 
Shakers
by Lois Madden, photos by John Wells
Wow… hard to believe yet another successful Annual Gathering has 
come and gone! 

We were very fortunate to have two honored guest speakers 
with us, Thomas Grooms and Greg Shooner. Mr. Grooms is the 
Archeology Transportation Reviews Manager with the Ohio State 
Historic Preservation Office, and Mr. Shooner is a renowned 
potter and co-proprietor, together with Mary Shooner, of Shooner 
American Redware in Oregonia, Ohio.  Attendees were enlightened 
with their shared adventures and stories related to preserving Ohio 
Shaker artifacts. Their enthusiasm, dedication and passion was well 
received and appreciated by all in attendance.  Thank you to both 
gentlemen for sharing their amazing experiences! 

The labors of so many hearts, minds, souls, and hands contribute 
to the success of our yearly Annual Gathering.  Our heartfelt 
gratitude goes out to all who make the AG possible, as well as 
successful. It indeed takes a Village… a White Water Shaker Village:
 The FWWSV Board of Directors (and their spouses!)
 Our dedicated FWWSV Volunteers (you know who you are!)
 The Western Shaker Singers
 Fernald Preserve Visitors Center and Staff
 Beth Harnist of Adopt-A-Plant Garden Center in Harrison, 

OH
 John Frerick of Monk’s Kitchen Restaurant in Harrison, OH
 Our devoted members who faithfully support our ongoing 

restoration efforts with their donations, raffle items, food and so 
much more.

Planning efforts for our 2018 Annual Gathering will soon begin.  
We’ll let you know what’s happening in our newsletters, on our 
Facebook page and on our website. 

We’re all looking forward to spending another event filled day 
with you next year!

Members of FWWSV gather at the Fernald Visitors Center to catch-up 
and get ready for the annual meeting.

The White Shaker Singers (Carol Medlicott, Lois Madden, and Karen 
Kilgo) hold forth prior to the meeting’s start.

Thomas Grooms talks about the importance of archaeological 
investigations.

Greg Schooner’s visual aids for his presentation on American 
Redware.
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Glimpses of
White Water Past
1891 Report on the White Water Shakers
by Carol Medlicott
As we work to restore the White Water site, we face the constant 
challenge of how best to publicize the contributions of hundreds of 
Shakers who inhabited the site for nearly 100 years. Even in our local 
area, it is all too common to encounter people who are not even aware 
that White Water Shaker Village ever existed! So it may surprise us to 
learn that in the 19th century, news of the White Water Shakers was 
even being reported in far-off California. In 1891, the Sacramento 
Daily Record-Union devoted a full column to a detailed account of 
the White Water Shakers, painting an appealing picture of a vital and 
prosperous community of devoted brothers and sisters:

“They have lots of good things – beliefs and expectations,” the 
article begins, going on to describe the Shaker village as “a retreat 
that would almost have answered the longing of the psalmist when he 
cried for a lodge in some vast wilderness where he might fly on the 
wings of a dove.” Of the Ohio site, the columnist writes,

Some six or seven miles beyond the village of Harrison is 
a community that is as much apart from the world in all its 
purposes and desires as though it were on some distant star... It is 
a little world of its own. The Shakers have some 1,400 acres of as 
fine farming land as can be found in the State of Ohio. It is gently 
undulating, rich and easily cultivated, and is well above the valley 
of the Whitewater not far off. The greater portion of the tract has 
been cleared and would probably all be tilled were there enough 
of the good people to give it attention.

The columnist relates portions of an interview with Elder Henry 
Bear, then a Shaker for 45 years, who insisted with enthusiasm that his 
long-ago conversion had certainly been due to “disagreeable” family 
relations, but rather to the conviction that Shakerism “is the ideal life”. 
The reporter observed that Elder Bear’s wife, “a handsome old lady, 
still lives”. Moreover, he reported that Bear’s son, though no longer a 
Shaker, wrote often to his father “that he appreciates the benefits of his 
Shaker training, for it has kept him in the straight and narrow path”. 
The article continues with a glowing description of the site:

Whitewater village is well governed. The eighteen buildings 
are large and comfortable, and even of an inviting coziness. The 
grounds surrounding them are filled with shade trees and flowers, 
and there is good taste and an appreciation of the beautiful 
manifested everywhere. The houses are furnished plainly but 
neatly. The food is the very best and it is of a tempting variety. The 
men and women of the community are intelligent and disposed to 
cheerfulness.

The column concludes that the White Water Shakers manifest no 
“religious crankiness,” and that they lead lives in “fitting preparation 
for the hereafter.

More than 100 years after California readers learned about White 
Water, FWWSV seeks to re-publicize the White Water Shakers, both 
locally and farther afield, through our website, our Facebook page, 
and our many outreach efforts. The White Water Shakers present as 
compelling a story as ever, and we celebrate their contribution to the 
rich heritage of southwest Ohio!

Greg Schooner speaks to the members during his presentation 
of the second seminar in the afternoon. He spoke on American 
Redware and how it was made.

One of the most popular events at the gathering (next to lunch) is 
the silent auction. Attendees buy raffle tickets and place them in 
cups next to auction items prior to the start of the meeting. Then 
they receive their “booty” if their ticket is drawn. Left to right are 
Scott Hoover, Pat Allen and Susy Spence delivering the goods.

Members of the FWWSV toured all the site improvements after the 
meeting to view first hand how we are restoring the former Shaker 
site in cooperation with the Great Parks of Hamilton County.
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Ten Years Ago at
White Water Shaker Village
by Scott Hoover
Ten years ago, November 2007, the Friends of White Water Shaker 
Village had acquired the Meeting House from the Great Parks of 
Hamilton County. Scott Peak, a parks department worker, had just 
moved out.

The Meeting House had no running potable water at that time. 
It was decided to run a waterline from the Dwelling over to the 
Meeting House. Jim Innis, Kay and Allen Bornemann and Scott 
Hoover arrived at the north family site on Wednesday November 
7th to start the project.

A metal detector was used to look for any pipes or lines that 
may be buried in the area. Bushes on the north side of the Meeting 
House had to be removed. Kay and Allen Bornemann used their 
backhoe tractor to dig a trench between the two buildings. Allan 
dug a four inch wide trench to lay the copper line. Jim and Scott 
worked to drill holes in the basements to put the new waterline in. 
The thick rock foundations proved to be difficult to drill through.

Along with the waterline a conduit was placed in the trench in 
case any other lines had to be run. The lines were hooked up and 
water was available in the Meeting House.

Allen used the backhoe to fill in the trench and Jim, Kay and Scott 
raked out the area. Today the only water available in the Meeting 
House is in the basement.

Allen Bornemann trenching for the water line.

Allen Bornemann trenching toward the dwelling.

Kay Bornemann and Jim Innis watching Allen on the backhoe.

Allen Bornemann and Jim Innis backfilling the trench.
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Wish List Update
New or gently used

Thanks to the generosity of our readers, we have received the 
following that were on our last wish list!

 A hand held battery powered vacuum cleaner
 Mini fridge
 Wheelbarrows

Here is what we still need – new or gently used:

 Upright vacuum cleaner with hose attachment
 Various sized tarps for painting and general use
 Replacement for meeting house cellar dehumidifer
 Garden hoses – 50’ lengths 
 Gift cards from Lowes or Home Depot

Please contact <lindap@whitewatervillage.org> if you can help. 

Shaker Herb Garden, 2017
Here we grow again...
by Christy Connelly
Our Shaker perennials have returned. So far: sage, bee balm, 
catmint, ginger, tansy, chives, thyme, soapwort, comfrey, winter 
savory, lambs ear, coneflower, lemon verbena. Added more 
rosemary and lavendar.

Of course “the little ones” are back – violets, clover, wild 
strawberry and cranesbill geraniums. Our dear bees, butterflies and 
hummingbirds will be delighted.

Note…geranium is a greek word for “crane”. The seed head  
resembles a crane’s bill. Geranium maculatum is a hardy clump 
forming perennial, traditionally used in folk medicine and by 
Native Americans as an astringent herb.

Also: white clover (pea family) is cultivated as forage crops and 
leaves used to make tea for coughs and other respiratory problems.

Common blue violet-leaves rich in vitamin A and C, used in 
salads or cooked as greens.

Wild strawberry (rose family) has runner roots to anchor soil and 
prevents erosion. Its fruit is red, juicy and edible by birds, mammals 
and humans. High in vitamins and minerals. Used in pies, jams and 
wines.

Help is needed
2017 Volunteer Projects
Here’s an update on our list of projects to complete in 2017 – some 
quick and easy – some requiring planning, research, and materials. 
Volunteers are always welcome.

 Completed! Repair items listed on Great Park’s annual building 
inspection.

 Completed! Lay new paper or carpet runners in the first floor 
dwelling hallway to protect the original Shaker linoleum.

 Started! Reseal, repair, fill, prime and paint the dwelling’s 
windowsills. The most severely deteriorated have been repaired 
and are ready for painting.

 In Progress. Clean, straighten, organize the “office” in dwelling 
including inventorying and properly storing all donated books 
and ephemera. A grant enabled the purchase of two matching 
cabinets that now hold the majority of our collection. Work 
continues on organizing and cleaning the office.

 In the Works! Repair or replace the fencing and gate between the 
dwelling and brethren’s shop. A local Boy Scout has taken this on 
as his Eagle Scout project and it will be completed by October.

 In Planning! Rehang the dwelling’s shutters which were scraped 
and painted by park district volunteers years ago. Missing 
hardware needs to be sourced. Another possible Eagle Scout 
project.

 In Planning. Replace glass in two windows broken by hail March 
1. We have old glass that can be salvaged from window sashes 
stored in the meeting house cellar.

 New! Repair or replace the crumbling back porch steps on the 
dwelling. We are soliciting estimates and designs to replace the 
back steps in a way that copies the original Shaker steps.

If you are interested in volunteering, you can contact us by emailing 
Linda Poynter at <Lindap@whitewatershakervillage.org> or 
complete the “Contact Us” box on at the bottom of our website 
homepage at <www.whitewatervillage.org>.

Bricks that are broken or “seconds” and could not be used by Herman 
Heine, our mason. We are considering harvesting more bricks in the 
fall for future projects prior to refilling the area. photo by John Wells

The White Water herb garden this spring during the Annual 
Gathering. The new privy is in the background. photo by John Wells
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The Friends of White Water
Shaker Village, Inc.
North Family Dwelling
11813 Oxford Road
Harrison OH 45030

First Class Mail

August 2017

 

Response Card
for Capital Campaign and Membership

Yes! I am excited about helping move this project forward and will support the effort with a gift of
 ❏ $50 ❏ $100 ❏ $500 ❏ $1000 ❏ $

❏ My check made payable to Friends of White Water Shaker Village is enclosed.
❏ I would like my gift to remain anonymous.

Yes! I would like to become a member of the Friends of White Water Shaker Village, or renew my membership!
 ❏ $10 Student ❏ $25 Single ❏ $50 Family
 ❏ $100 Sponsor ❏ $500 Patron ❏ $1,000 White Water Society

    Total Amount Enclosed: $

Contributions to Friends of White Water Shaker Village are eligible for tax-deduction as we are a 501(c)(3) organization.

❏ Please contact me regarding a visit to the Village. I am really interested in knowing more.
❏ I am interested to know how I can volunteer. Please contact me to let me know how I can help.

 Name(s)
 Address
 City     State  ZIP
 Phone     Email

Please mail to: FWWSV, PO Box 62714, Cincinnati OH 45262


