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Save the Date!
Sunday December 3rd

by Karen Kilgo
Sunday December 3 will be a special day for White Water Shaker 
Village. It is the 190th anniversary of the first service in the Meeting 
House!

In December, 2016, we celebrated the 189th anniversary with a 
candlelight event featuring speakers, the Western Shaker Singers, a 
slide presentation, cookies, wine and cheese.

We are planning a similar event this year for the 190th 
anniversary. This will be a members-only evening program that 
begins 5:00 P.M. Invitations are being sent to members in the 
Greater Cincinnati area.

If you did not receive an invitation in the mail but would like to 
come, please RSVP to <lindap@whitewatervillage.org>.

We hope you will come and celebrate with us.

Passport to the Past
by Linda Poynter
On Saturday August 26, White Water joined three other local 
historical sites in hosting the inaugural Passport to the Past event. 
The event was designed to be a day when all four sites were open to 
the public simultaneously, allowing visitors to immerse themselves 
in local history. The sites joining us in this venture were the Othneil 
Looker Home in Harrison Township, the Crosby Township Old 
Town Hall, and the Passmore Cabin in Crosby Township.

Continued on page 3

Dues are due for 2018!
Now is the time to become a member
or renew your membership.
Membership by the numbers: as of this mailing, we have 141 paid 
memberships, a 27% increase over the 111 paid memberships for 
the same period in 2015-2016. Clearly our efforts to reach out 
through open houses, events, Facebook and the website are paying 
off. 

Grants Awarded
to FWWSV
by Linda Poynter
The Friends of White Water Shaker Village has thus far received 
two grants during 2017. Ed Creighton, FWWSV Vice President, 
was again successful in procuring a grant from the W. E. Smith 
Charitable Trust this past spring and a grant from the Butler Rural 
Community Connection this fall. 

We received $1,886 from the W. E. Smith Charitable Trust to 
purchase Past Perfect 5 with Multi-Media and Nomenclature 
upgrades, along with funds for educational programming expenses 
and upgrading/printing our educational and informative rack cards 
and brochures. Past Perfect 5 is a software program used by many 
museums to catalog collections, including photographs of artifacts. 
Membership and donation records can also be documented using 
Past Perfect.

Continued on page 2

Karen Kilgo and Linda Poynter reviewing the refreshment table last 
year.

Janet Lockwood, Kay Bornemann and Ed Creighton on the front 
lawn of the meeting house.



2 The White Water Record

Our website address is
<www.whitewatershakervillage.org>

Our mailing address is
Friends of White Water Shaker Village

North Family Dwelling
11813 Oxford Road
Harrison OH 45030

Our email address is
<friendsofwwsv@gmail.com>

Look for us on Facebook. Search
for White Water Shaker Village.

Our Mission Statement
“To preserve, restore, and open the 

Shaker buildings and adjacent grounds 
known as the North Family of White 
Water Shaker Village; to collect and 

exhibit artifacts related to the site for 
the cultural enrichment of the public; 

to educate the public about this unique 
part of our nation’s heritage.”
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Grants
Continued from page 1

The Butler Rural Community 
Connection grant is awarded 
by members of the Butler Rural 
Electric Cooperative. The 
FWWSV was awarded $500 to 
help purchase folding tables 
and chairs to use at the site 
for educational programs and 
meetings.

We are most grateful for the 
support of these two local grantors 
in providing funds for our projects 
and educational programs.Above, the Menker Donation. Below, the Torres 

Donation.

Donations
• Old barn siding, seven boards ranging 

from 7 feet to 16 feet in length, all 11 inches 
wide. Gift of Janet Lockwood and Colerain 
Historical Society.

• Reproduction Union Village cupboard 
made by David T. Smith in the 1970s. Gift 
of Bob and Charlotte Menker.

• Shaker Design, by June Sprigg – an 
exhibition catalogue for the Whitney 
Museum of American Art and Corcoran 
Gallery, 1986. Gift of Mr. & Mrs. Brad 
Langdon.

• Various items including a Mt. Lebanon #4 
rocker, hay forks, stirring paddles, augers, 
and farm implements. Gift of Antonio & 
Beverly Torres.

• Upright vacuum cleaner with attachments. 
Gift of Jan Rook.

• Mini Microwave Oven. Gift of Pat and 
Mary Allen.

• Shaker books and other printed 
reference papers including 33 hardback 
books (many rare), 56 soft back books, 
magazines, and periodicals. Gift of Marvin 
D. Shrimplin.

Memberships
New members since August, 2017

Gloria Burton Family
Lisa Haglund Family 
Steve & Michelle Hancock Family  
Janice Rook Single  
Ken Sponaugle Single  

Renewing Members since August 2017
Eric Bannon Single
Bill & Dorothy Dean Family
Mark & Jeanne Doan Family
Bill & Nelle Flewellen Family
Patricia Gump Sponsor
Paul Harkins Single
Harold & Kay McCollum Sponsor
Daryl Michael Jr. Sponsor
Larry & Bonnie Riffe Family

Donations (Year end  and other)
Eric Bannon
Bill & Dorothy Dean
Elmer & Joanna Fowler
Julia Hann
Harold & Kay McCollum
Larry & Bonnie Riffe
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Passport to the Past
Continued from page 1

The Othneil Looker Home was preserved and is maintained by 
the Harrison Historical Society. It was the home of Othneil Looker, 
the 5th governor of Ohio (1814). Othneil was born and raised on 
the east coast. Upon receiving a land grant for his service in the 
Revolutionary War, Othneil Looker built his family’s home in what 
is now the city of Harrison in 1804, at the age of 47. The Looker 
home was constructed of the first milled native lumber in the 
territory with bricks made on the premises. Looker’s public service 
included serving in the Ohio House of Representatives (1807-1809) 
and the Ohio Senate (1810-1817). Following that service, he became 
a Court of Common Pleas judge in Hamilton County until 1824. 
Othneil founded the Masonic Lodge in Harrison in 1817. He also 
helped to organize the Whitewater Canal. Interestingly, Othneil 
Looker had a connection with the Shakers at White Water in that he 
provided legal services to the Shaker settlement free of charge.

The Crosby Township Old Town Hall and the Passmore Cabin 
are maintained by the Crosby Township Historical Society. The 
Old Town Hall was built in 1865 at the conclusion of the Civil War, 
becoming the first permanent building where the township trustees 
could hold monthly meetings. Previously, meetings took place in 
homes, barns and churches. The hall has also served as a polling 
station and a school. A restoration project is currently taking place 
in order to use the Town Hall as a museum, historical repository 
and research site for township history. The Passmore Cabin is 
named in honor of the first known owners of the cabin. The cabin 
is believed to have been in existence prior to 1818. Members and 
friends of the Crosby Township Historical Society completed 
reassembly of the cabin in its current location in 2002.

Participants visiting all four historical sites were able to take 
their completed passports to Adopt-A-Plant Garden Center where 

Ed Creighton explains how his antique sorghum mill works.

Passport participants registering in the meeting house.

Bruce Poynter
points out unique features of the meeting house second floor.

Our 2017 Raffle 
Fundraiser continues!

A reproduction of a 
circa 1860 walnut table

Ohio craftsman Steve Foley has 
reproduced a Mount Lebanon walnut table

with two apron drawers. Dimensions:
27½ʺ wide x 19¼ʺ deep x 24½ʺ high.

The winner will be drawn at the 2018 spring Annual 
Gathering. Tickets are $5 each or five tickets for $20.

they received a 
complimentary 
herb plant from 
Beth Harnist. 
All of the sites 
considered the 
day a success and 
plans are currently 
underway for a 
second Passport 
to the Past next 
summer.
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Ten Years Ago at 
White Water and
Trip to Enfield Shaker Village
by Scott Hoover
The Great Parks of Hamilton County allowed the Friends to begin 
working in and on the Meeting House 10 years ago. One of the 2007 
projects that board member Frank Elsner took on was to rehab the 
Meeting House cellar entrance. One time occupant, Mike Kazunas, 
cut a hole in the first floor and added stairs so you could access 
the basement from inside the Meeting House. He also dug out the 
basement floor and poured a ramp to the outside entrance. The 
exterior entrance was the original cellar entrance and the one used 
by the Shakers. It had metal roofing and brick walls. The stairs led to 
the cellar with a brick arched entrance. In a 1960 photo the entrance 
had no wood door. Frank began by cleaning the covered north 
entrance metal roof and repainting it. He also scraped, primed and 
painted the wood door. Today the only entrance to the basement is 
with this exterior door.

I was surprised during a visit to the Enfield Shaker Museum 
this fall to see they had a similar entrance to their East Brethren 
Shop building that was just reconstructed. We were staying with 
friends in Vermont about 20 miles away. We decided to visit Enfield 
and were met outside the entrance by Dick Dabrowski and Mike 
O’Connor who were doing work in the village. I mentioned that I 
was on the board at White Water, and they invited us to tour the 
grounds and museum. The last time Elaine and I were in Enfield 
was about 15 years ago. They have made great progress and the 
museum at the Great Stone Dwelling was well done. They have 
an outstanding gift shop located in the dwelling. Our guide, Joe, 
provided a great tour including the stone arches in the basement.

While talking to Dick Dabrowski, he said to thank Rich Spence 
for his pictures of our Meeting House basement entrance. They were 
somewhat unsure about the construction of their entrance. They 
used the same plan, extended entrance with an arched roof that the 
Shakers used in the White Water Meeting House to complete their 
East Brethren Shop entrance. Although 800 miles apart, the two 
Shaker villages share a similar entrance.

White Water Meeting House cellar entrance in the 1960s.

Three views 
of the White 
Water Meeting 
House cellar 
entrance.
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Eagle Scout project
Beautifies North Family
Saturday and Sunday, September 30 and October 1, saw a gathering 
of 25 boy scouts, parents and siblings at the dwelling and meeting 
house to help Scout Trey Stuhlreyer earn his Eagle Scout badge. 
Trey had chosen landscaping at the North Family as his Eagle 
Scout project. We benefited with newly mulched beds, new creek 
gravel around the buildings and in the driveways, exposed Shaker 
walkways, filled in ruts from trenching for the propane and electric 
lines, and much more.

Trey and a fellow scout attacking the mulch pile.

Newly mulched and landscaped sign for the North Family.

Brethren’s West Shop undergoing restoration at Enfield NH Shaker 
Village.

Historic stone walkway in front of the dwelling being exposed.White Water meeting house cellar-way with Frank Elsner.

Completed cellar-way on Brethren Shop at Enfield NH Shaker Village.
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The Friends of White Water
Shaker Village, Inc.
North Family Dwelling
11813 Oxford Road
Harrison OH 45030

First Class Mail

ND17

 

Response Card  for Membership
Yes! I would like to become a member of the Friends of White Water Shaker Village, or renew my membership!

 ❏ $10 Student ❏ $25 Single ❏ $50 Family
 ❏ $100 Sponsor ❏ $500 Patron ❏ $1,000 White Water Society

    Total Amount Enclosed: $

Contributions to Friends of White Water Shaker Village are eligible for tax-deduction as we are a 501(c)(3) organization.

❏ Please contact me regarding a visit to the Village. I am really interested in knowing more.
❏ I am interested to know how I can volunteer. Please contact me to let me know how I can help.

 Name(s)

 Address

 City     State  ZIP

 Phone     Email

Please mail to: FWWSV, PO Box 62714, Cincinnati OH 45262


