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Storykit for New Kid (friendship, racism) 
 

New Kid by Jerry Craft 
 
Published by HarperCollins 
Childrens Books 

 
 
‘When you see kids of colour, 
make sure you see them as kids 
first. Because they are!’ 
Jerry Craft 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary: New Kid is Jerry Craft’s most significant work so far. It is semi-autobiographical and tells the 
story of 12-year-old Jordan Banks, who’s just about to start high school. Rather than going to the 
same school as all his friends, Jordan’s parents have enrolled him in an exclusive high school in 
another part of the city which is well known for its academic results. Jordan soon realises that he’s 
one of very few children of colour and struggles to fit into his new world. He also finds it a huge 
challenge to maintain his old friendships when lives start heading in very different directions. 
Theme: identity, race, bullying, stereotyping, resilience 
Additional themes: family dynamics, class, self-confidence 
Recommended age range: Years 6-8 
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Orientation: The books is particularly relevant in light of the recent Black Lives Matter campaigns that 
have been taking place across the world. It handles issues of racism and stereotyping effectively and 
subtly. It also deals with issues that all children face when moving schools. 
Racism in UK schools: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jul/22/racism-uk-schools-
teenager 
Black Lives Matter UK: https://blacklivesmatter.uk 
The School That Tried To End Racism, Channel 4 documentary: 
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-school-that-tried-to-end-racism 
Casual racism at my New York high school: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/24/nyregion/regis-
catholic-school-racism.html 
YouTube interview with Jerry Craft: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCy7gjdMvjU 
Mirrors, Windows and Sliding Doors by Rudine Sims Bishop: https://scenicregional.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/Mirrors-Windows-and-Sliding-Glass-Doors.pdf 
Discussion resources: http://inthekeyofbooks.blogspot.com/2019/05/new-kid-by-jerry-craft-book-
discussion.html 
 

Activities Empathy skills Learning 
approaches 

Ask pupils to read the story through. This is a graphic novel so 
several copies may be required and pupils could read it is 
groups. Some activities can be completed after the books has 
been read and others during the reading of the book 
 
Being The New Kid 
Invite pupils to each imagine they are Jordan preparing for 
his first day at the new school 
How does it feel?   
What is he worried about? 
What is he looking forward to? 
How would he have liked to have been introduced to other 
people? 
 
Pupils write their thoughts on slips of card or paper and these 
are put in a backpack in the classroom. 
 
Pupils to work in small groups to discuss a time when a new 
child or teacher or other member of staff joined the school. 
 
How were they made to feel welcome and part of the 
school? 
What could they have done as an individual? As a class? As a 
school? As a community? 

Stronger ability to 
imagine, 
understand and 
reflect on other 
people’s 
perspectives. 

Group discussion 
Social action 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jul/22/racism-uk-schools-teenager
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jul/22/racism-uk-schools-teenager
https://blacklivesmatter.uk/
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-school-that-tried-to-end-racism
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/24/nyregion/regis-catholic-school-racism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/24/nyregion/regis-catholic-school-racism.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCy7gjdMvjU
https://scenicregional.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Mirrors-Windows-and-Sliding-Glass-Doors.pdf
https://scenicregional.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Mirrors-Windows-and-Sliding-Glass-Doors.pdf
http://inthekeyofbooks.blogspot.com/2019/05/new-kid-by-jerry-craft-book-discussion.html
http://inthekeyofbooks.blogspot.com/2019/05/new-kid-by-jerry-craft-book-discussion.html
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Encourage the children to think about creating a ‘Welcome 
Pack’ that could be made for a new student. 
What could it include? (a map of the school, a guide to the 
teachers, a list of class favourite books, etc). As a class, make 
an actual Welcome Pack to keep in the classroom for any 
new students. 
 

Code Switching 
Explain to the pupils that ‘code switching’ means subtly 
changing the way we behave according to the situation. It is 
often used as a survival tool when moving between different 
communities. 
On pages 56-57, Jordan provides some tips for the bus 
journey he takes from home to school.  
Ask the children to think about times when they have felt the 
need to ‘code switch’ and change their behaviour, clothing, 
etc, to fit in, and then talk about it with a partner. 
Drama activity: Half the students will need to consider why 
code switching could be a good thing and half why it could be 
a bad thing. Create a Conscience Alley situation where a child 
has to walk down the alley and listen other people’s thoughts 
before deciding on their course of action (more information 
is available here: https://dramaresource.com/conscience-
alley). 
Are there times when it’s appropriate for people to change 
their behaviour to suit the situation they’re in?  
Is it something we should accept as part of life or is it 
something we must challenge when it isn’t necessary? 
Do some people have to ‘code switch’ more than others? 
Have there been times when you’ve seen someone trying to 
change their behaviour in order to fit in with a group? 
How do you think they felt about it? 
What would you say to that person? 
 

Improved 
empathic 
communication 
skills: deep 
listening and 
conversation. 
 
Stronger ability to 
imagine, 
understand and 
reflect on other 
people’s 
perspectives. 

Group discussion 
Drama 

Friendship 
Ask the pupils to think about all the different types of 
friendship that Jordan experiences during the story 
(friendships at home with Kirk, Kenny and Carlos; friendships 
at school with Drew, Liam and Alexandra; friendships with his 
family members such as Gran’pa).  
In what ways are those friendships the same? 
In what ways are they different? 

Improved 
empathic 
communication 
skills: deep 
listening and 
conversation 
 
Wider vocabulary 
to explore 

Group discussion 
and negotiation 
Shared writing 
task 

https://dramaresource.com/conscience-alley
https://dramaresource.com/conscience-alley
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At the end of the book, Jordan says that his Gran’pa told him 
‘Friends are like training wheels for a bike. They always keep 
you from falling down.’ 
Discuss with the children what Gran’pa meant and whether 
they agree with him. Give them time to talk about what 
makes a good friend and create a list of ten words that they 
believe sum those qualities up (trust, loyalty, kindness, etc). 
When completed, ask them to cut the list down to five 
words, then three, then finally one. Each group to share their 
one word that describes friendship. 
Are they the same? 
If not, why not? 
Do people agree or disagree with the other groups’ choices? 
 

empathy qualities 
and values 

End Of Term 
On the last day of term, Jordan’s parents tell him that he 
looks different and try to work out why. They talk about his 
clothing and his body language, and then conclude ‘Whatever 
it is, you look like a new kid’ (page 245). 
unpack the backpack in the classroom with all Jordan’s 
worries and thoughts about his new school and share them 
with the class. 
 
Ask the pupils to work with a partner to think about how 
Jordan has changed and grown over the year. 
In what ways has he stayed the same? 
In what ways is he different? 
What has he learned? 
 
Give the pupils a blank comic book page and ask them to 
draw what they imagine that his first day of 8th Grade will be 
like. Perhaps Jordan sees a new student arriving at school. 
What tips and advice would he give them? 
What will he want to share about his own experience? 
 

Stronger ability to 
imagine, 
understand and 
reflect on other 
people’s 
perspectives. 

Group discussion 
Art 
English 

 

 
Books which touch on similar issues 

 

Title Author Publisher Age 

group 

In print 

Class Act Jerry Craft HarperCollins UK Years 6-9 Yes 
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The Faraway Truth Janae Marks Chicken House 

Books 

Years 5-7 Yes 

Everything All At Once (poetry) Steven Camden Macmillan Years 6-8 Yes 

Booked Kwame Alexander Andersen Press Years 6-9 Yes 

Front Desk Kelly Yang Scholastic Years 6-9 Yes 

Ghost Boys Jewell Parker Rhodes Orion Children’s 

Books 

Years 7-9 Yes 

Wonder RJ Palacio Corgi Childrens Years 5-7 Yes 

All’s Faire In Middle School Victoria Jamieson Dial Books Years 5-7 Yes 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A note about Storykits 
Empathy Storykits focus on specific stories. They allow children to build practice empathy 
through character-focused activities.  The text is used as a springboard for discussion, activities 
and social action.  
 
Teaching children about empathy 
In teaching children about empathy, it is important to understand the three different elements 
to develop the right teaching strategies.  
 

• Affective - the feeling part of empathy. This is 

where we literally resonate with someone 

else’s feelings, for example feeling upset 

when someone else is upset. We do this 

automatically, and very early in life - babies 

often cry when another baby cries.  Since this 

happens naturally and automatically, we 

need to help children recognise that it is 

happening, and help them identify and name 

the empathetic emotions they are feeling.  

 

• Cognitive - the thinking part of empathy. This 

is where we use our reason and imagination to work out how someone else feels as well as 

understand why they might feel that way (done through perspective taking). We need to 

give children space and support to use their reason and imagination to try to work out how 
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someone might be thinking and feeling, and why.  Giving them the opportunity and 

encouragement to reflect through the safe distance of literature is a great way to do this. 

 

• Empathic concern - the acting part of empathy. Often described as empathic concern, this is 

where we are motivated to act as a result of our understanding. Research shows this plays a 

key role in our sense of social justice, and is a powerful motivator for wanting to help 

someone else, a force for social change. We need to encourage children to put their feelings 

of empathy into action and grow as active citizens, who’ve really worked out what kind of 

help to give, based on a deep empathic understanding.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to help children explore all three elements of empathy, Empathy storykits include 

activities which encourage children to use the following empathy skills: 

• Stronger ability to imagine, understand and reflect on other people’s perspectives and 
feelings  

• Wider vocabulary to recognise and share own and others’ feelings    

• Stronger empathic communication skills: deep listening and conversation  

• More developed social values which turn feelings of empathy into moral actions in the 
home, school and community 
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