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This	can	include:	Their	education	Employment	status	Family	situation	How	long	you	have	known	the	person	Clearly	identifying	how	well	you	know	the	person	will	add	credibility	to	what	you’re	about	to	say.	If	your	reference	is	being	used	in	a	criminal	mater,	you	should	make	reference	to	the	crime.	You	should	acknowledge	that	you	know	that	the
offender	has	been	charged	with	the	offence	and	know	what	they’re	accused	of.	If	the	offender	has	spoken	at	length	with	you	about	what	they’ve	done,	you	should	mention	it.	Acknowledging	what	has	happened	will	put	your	character	reference	into	context.	You	should	detail	how	you	view	the	offender’s	character,	and	their	reputation	in	the	community.
Include	any	contributions	they’ve	made	to	the	community,	such	as	participation	in	charitable	programs.	If	they	have	had		personal	problems	that	you	know	of,	you	should	discuss	it,	and	demonstrate	how	they	are	attempting	to	overcome	it.	The	aim	here	is	to	demonstrate	why	this	person	makes	a	positive	contribution	to	society	and	poses	no	danger.	Be
specific	about	what	you	are	saying	about	the	offender.	A	statement	like	“John	is	hardworking,	well-spoken,	and	righteous,	and	a	well-respected	member	of	the	community”	is	not	persuasive.	Demonstrate	how	they	showcase	these	characteristics.	For	example,	if	John	had	won	an	award	for	raising	community	awareness	in	the	past,	this	would	go	towards
your	description	of	him	as	being	well-respected.	When	making	claims	about	someone’s	attributes,	it’s	always	important	to	give	evidence	of	when	these	characteristics	are	on	display.	You	should	detail	how	the	offence	was	out	of	character	for	the	offender.	By	showing	a	contrast	between	what	this	person	has	done	and	their	character	generally,	you’ll	be
demonstrating	that	the	crime	was	not	reflective	of	who	the	offender	is.	Similarly,	the	Courts	are	more	likely	to	order	a	harsher	sentence	if	an	offender	has	committed	a	similar	offence	before.	Further,	if	they	have	have	shown	remorse,	be	sure	to	mention	it.	Example	You	have	a	friend	named	Jerry	who	has	been	charged	with	negligent	driving.	You	have
known	him	for	14	years	through	your	work	together	at	the	local	homeless	shelter.	In	your	character	reference,	you	explain	that	Jerry’s	generosity	and	concern	for	the	wellbeing	of	others	is	evident	in	the	hours	he	dedicates	to	the	shelter	and	also	the	fundraiser	he	organised	last	year.	Keep	your	character	reference	concise,	clear	and	accurate.	Judges
and	magistrates	have	been	reading	character	references	for	years,	and	are	experts	in	spotting	ones	that	are	not	genuine.	Further,	they	can	assess	which	ones	should	be	taken	at	face	value	and	which	ones	make	claims	that	can’t	be	backed	up.	Remember	that	this	isn’t	a	business	reference,	but	rather	something	more	personal	which	requires	evidence.
Providing	a	good	character	reference	can	make	a	significant	difference	to	the	outcome	of	a	criminal	case.	It	can	also	be	a	mitigating	factor	in	the	Judge’s	decision,	meaning	that	the	offender	may	receive	a	lesser	sentence.	It’s	likely	that	the	defendant’s	lawyer	will	contact	you	about	making	a	statement	and	you	can	consult	with	them	to	make	sure
you’ve	included	all	the	relevant	information.	If	you	are	asked	to	defend	the	character	of	a	loved	one	in	a	court	proceeding,	you	will	want	to	write	a	Character	Reference	Letter	for	Court.	This	letter	will	be	read	by	a	judge	presiding	over	the	case	and	will	be	used	to	assess	the	integrity	of	the	person	the	letter	is	about.	A	Sample	Character	Reference
Letter	for	Court	can	be	found	through	the	link	below.To	write	a	Character	Reference	Letter	for	Court,	include	the	following	details:Your	full	name	and	mailing	address.Today's	DateMemo	line	with	the	name	of	the	individual	and	court	matterOpening	salutation	addressing	the	Honorable	Judge	and	the	judge's	name.Begin	writing	why	you	are	writing
this	letter	on	behalf	of	the	person	who	requested	it.	Explain	your	relationship	to	them	(such	as	a	former	teacher,	friend,	and	such).	Your	goal	for	the	letter	is	to	paint	the	subject	of	the	letter	in	the	best	light	possible	and	explain	the	potential	reasons	for	their	actions	or	any	regret	they	express.Close	your	letter	by	restating	your	support	of	the	person
you	are	writing	for	and	how	you	would	like	this	person	to	respond	to	your	letter.Closing	salutation	and	your	name.	From:	Anne	Reeves9	South	StreetCleveland,	Ohio	44121To:	The	Honorable	Judge	LoraxSecond	District	Courthouse22	Larimer	AvenueCleveland,	Ohio	44193Dear	Judge	Lorax,My	name	is	Anne	Reeves,	and	I	am	writing	this	letter	on
behalf	of	my	friend,	Michael	Collins	-	his	case	is	currently	under	your	examination	(for	reference,	the	number	of	the	case	is	2022/174-33).I	have	known	Michael	for	the	last	five	years	-	he	joined	the	accounting	firm	Wheeler	&	Williams	I	work	for	and	became	my	colleague.	After	a	few	months,	our	relationship	became	friendly	-	our	families	get	together
almost	every	weekend,	and	due	to	working	side	by	side	for	a	long	time	I	believe	I	am	able	to	describe	his	character	truthfully.Last	week	Michael	has	informed	me	of	the	reason	he	missed	work	the	next	day	after	we	met	for	a	dinner	at	the	restaurant	to	celebrate	the	promotion	of	his	wife	-	unfortunately,	he	had	a	lapse	of	judgment	and	got	into	a	car
accident	while	being	under	the	influence	of	alcohol.	While	no	one	was	injured,	it	is	unacceptable	Michael	drove	his	vehicle	in	this	condition	-	and	he	knows	this	better	than	anyone.	I	see	genuine	remorse	for	this	conduct	-	after	talking	to	his	family	and	friends,	he	scheduled	a	therapy	appointment	to	determine	whether	there	are	any	underlying	issues
he	must	address.I	do	not	doubt	my	friend	will	continue	to	right	the	wrongs	he	has	caused	-	Michael	has	demonstrated	his	persistence,	positive	attitude,	and	desire	for	self-improvement	over	the	years	we	have	known	each	other.	He	wants	to	put	this	case	behind	him	and	move	forward,	and	I	hope	you	will	take	my	opinion	into	account	when	making	your
verdict	in	the	case.Best	wishes,Anne	ReevesSample	Character	Reference	Letter	for	Court	-	For	a	Friend	(Court	Reference	Letter)From:	Loretta	Swanson44	Russell	StreetDavenport,	Iowa	52748To:	The	Honorable	Judge	StevensonDavenport	City	Courthouse5	Brita	AvenueDavenport,	Iowa	52802Dear	Judge	Stevenson,My	name	is	Loretta	Swanson.	My
close	friend	Jessica	Masters	asked	me	to	provide	a	characteristic	for	her	custody	hearing	(case	number	2645-822)	-	she	wants	to	have	primary	custody	of	her	child,	Katie,	once	her	divorce	is	finalized.I	am	aware	Jonathan	-	Jessica's	soon-to-be	ex-husband	-	is	considering	a	move	to	a	different	city	to	pursue	a	new	job	opportunity	which	is	why	they	are
trying	to	determine	the	best	way	to	raise	their	daughter.	I	have	lived	next	door	to	the	Masters	family	for	the	last	four	years,	and	I	have	been	able	to	witness	their	child	grow	her	entire	life.	Jessica	is	a	wonderful	mother	-	she	spends	all	her	free	time	with	her	daughter	and	even	asked	her	employer	to	let	her	work	from	home	to	take	care	of	Katie	every
day.	She	is	a	person	devoted	to	her	family	-	her	mother	and	sisters	visit	every	few	days.	I	can	tell	you	they	are	a	loving	family,	and	Katie	will	have	every	chance	to	prosper	in	this	environment.I	am	sure	it	is	in	Katie's	best	interests	to	stay	in	the	only	home	she	has	ever	known	with	her	mother	-	she	will	be	able	to	see	her	extended	family	often,	she	can
stay	at	school	and	spend	time	with	her	friends,	and	it	would	be	reasonable	for	her	to	visit	her	father	during	school	holidays	so	that	her	life	is	not	disrupted.	I	hope	you	keep	my	opinion	of	Jessica	and	her	life	circumstances	in	mind	when	making	a	decision	in	her	case.Sincerely,Loretta	SwansonHaven't	found	the	sample	you're	looking	for?	Take	a	look	at
the	related	templates	and	samples	below:


