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By Sarah Stokes Adventure and opportunity 
can sometimes look a lot 
alike. Just ask Lori Mc-

Guire, who has a lot of experience 
making the most of both.
At just 23 years old, Lori began 
selling real estate. Inspired by her 
Aunt Kathy, a successful real estate 
broker in California, Lori moved 
to the small town of Ridgecrest to 
join her, and knew instantly that 
selling real estate was what she 
was meant to do. Lori has been 
with RE/MAX for 27 years and 
formed “The McGuire Team” 23 
years ago. Since then, she has gone 
on to win the RE/MAX Lifetime 
Achievement Award, become a 
speaker for both RE/MAX and 
the California Association of 
Realtors, and was even a featured 
guest on Oprah.
In 2004, Lori purchased a home 
in the Ocean Ranch neighbor-
hood of Poppy Hills. Known for 
her incredible parties, Lori’s home 
was even featured on Lifetime TV. 
“I would have Cirque du Soleil 
performers twirling off my balco-
nies,” she recalls. “I had a custom 
dance floor over my pool, it was 
fully catered, open bar, live en-
tertainment, contests, valet, etc!” 
One of the things she loved best 
about living in Ocean Ranch was 
the love and support her neigh-
bors had for all the big parties 
and charities that took place in 
her home. Halloween especially 
was an event to be remembered, 
including a party for hundreds 
of friends and neighbors. Then, 
once that party was over, she 
would transform her home into 
an amazing haunted house, where 
over 1000 children would pass 
through each year. 
Although she doesn’t have chil-
dren of her own, Lori is an active 
supporter of CHOC Hospital. 
“I’m very passionate about sup-
porting CHOC Hospital and the 
amazing work they do for chil-

dren,” she says. Lori makes it her 
mission to throw at least one char-
ity event every year in their honor. 
She also generously donates a por-
tion of each commission check to 
the hospital. 
Helping animals is also a cause 
close to Lori’s heart. Besides 
caring for her own two furry 
children, a Whippet named Juno 
and a pound pup named Shasta, 
she volunteers her time with the 
Best Friends Animal Society. 
In fact, remembers Lori, “Right 
after Hurricane Katrina, another 
Ocean Ranch resident, Ejaye 
Sadri, and I flew to New Orleans 
to assist the organization with 
feeding and rescuing animals 
under abandoned houses. We 
flew back a few dogs and adopted 
them to great families.”
In 2012, Lori made the diffi-
cult decision to sell her Ocean 
Ranch home. The declining real 
estate market had taken its toll 
and it was time to move on. “It 
was heartbreaking when I sold 
my home and I moved out of 
the neighborhood. Through my 
parties and specializing in Bear 
Brand and Ocean Ranch real es-
tate, I got to know so many in-
credible people and they became 
my good friends,” shares Lori. 
Now a resident of nearby Niguel 
Summit, Lori is still part of our 
Ocean Ranch community. She 
loves to do yoga and anything to 
keep feeling strong and admits, 
“I’m addicted to Orangetheory 
Fitness in Laguna Niguel!” Staying 
active is a huge part of Lori’s life. 
Taking advantage of our great 
weather in Orange County, she 
loves spending time outdoors and 
is a member of a few local hiking 
clubs. Hiking is more than just a 
pastime for this California native, 
though. She has climbed Mount 
Kilimanjaro as well as tackling 
a 500 mile trek through the 
Pyrenees. Not only did she slide 
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100 feet down the side of a mountain, she spent 
the night in freezing weather waiting for search 
and rescue. “I didn’t fully complete the 500 mile 
hike because I had another life threatening 
thing happen to me half way through,” she says. 
Never one to leave a goal unfulfilled, Lori plans 
on returning within the next few years to finish 
the remaining miles on the trek. 
When not on the move, Lori enjoys going to 
the movies. Four years ago, she started “The 
Laguna Niguel Ladies Movie Club” on Meet-
up.com, whose members are now over 700 
strong. “We have a lot of fun!” she exclaims. 
“We usually meet for Happy Hour at Savannah 
Chop House then we see a movie afterwards at 
Cinepolis in Ocean Ranch.” 
Reading is another quiet passion of Lori’s. She 
loves non-fiction as well as historical fiction set 
in and around World War II. “The experiences 
I read in those books put any challenges I may 
be going through in perspective! I always feel 
so grateful for my freedom and every time I 
finish a book, I feel as if I want to contribute 
more to the world somehow,” she says.
Whether the goal is to climb Mount Everest 
or to help her clients find the home of their 
dreams, Lori McGuire pursues each with equal 
parts passion and hard work. As a former Bear 
Brand resident, she relishes the opportunity 
she has to do both.
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