
SCOURIE & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 26th June 2017 at 8.10pm in Scourie Village Hall 
 

Present: - Donald Fisher - Chair, Neil MacDonald - Vice-Chair, Alistair Mackay - Treasurer,  
Julie Allen - Secretary, Julian Pearce, George Leligdowicz, Vanessa Crowsley and Cllr. Hugh Morrison.  
Members of the public: - Jean MacKay (Geopark), James Fryer, Elisabeth Tønsberg, Angus Marland 

and Pete Tuck (Webmaster). 
 

Apologies: - PC George Silcock  
 

Minutes of the previous meeting - 

Approval: - Proposed by Neil MacDonald and seconded by Alistair MacKay. 

Matters arising: -  

● Beach clean: - James Fryer prefers to bag the rubbish with the assistance of a couple of volunteers 

rather than turn it into a community event. Hugh explained that a skip cannot be available until the 

bags have been moved to the road head. Pete will liaise with James in this respect. It may be 

possible to put John Cod’s boat in the skip too; Neil will speak to James Andrews for necessary 

permission. 

● Speed warnings: - Hugh advised that due to cost (£3000), it is likely that only one sign will be 

available, after some debate a vote was taken, by consensus it will be located it at the Northern 

entry to the village. 

● Highway issues Hugh will take forward the 4 matters raised last month with a new problem of a 

deep pothole in the road at the Tarbet end of Loch Nam Brac 

● Noticeboard: - A metal backing has been fitted, and is working well. Thanks to Alistair & Jean for 

their work and initiative. 

 

Highland Council -  

● Planning Applications: - None. 

 

Maldie Burn Community Fund: - Alistair received from Glenda a request to assist  in covering the £558 

printing cost of a further batch of the Scourie Walks leaflet, she thought this would be paid by SCDC Ltd 

but there is nothing budgeted for this. Alistair Proposed that this should be paid from the fund, with a 

proviso that going forward SCDC Ltd explores a diverse funding package perhaps through Gala fund 

contribution, business donation and collection boxes. Vee will ask Filling Station customers what they 

would be prepared to pay. Funding was unanimously agreed with a majority in agreement with Alistair’s 

proposal in some shape or form. 

 

Scourie Community Development Co. Ltd: -  

● Geo Centre: - Now funding is pledged for the Shelley Collection, the legalities are being finalised. 

Work is in progress towards a proposal for the new building that can be presented for public 

consultation, possibly in 2 months time.  

  

  



North West Highlands Geopark Ltd: - Jean reported that the talk on Friday 30th June at 7pm is on ‘Rare 

Igneous Rocks Found in the North West’ by Prof. Ian Parsons. Admission is £5. A volunteer geology 

student is labelling and sorting a selection of rocks for display in the Rock Stop Cafe, which will open for 

7 days a week from Wednesday 28th June for the summer with an expanded menu. Volunteers to work 

in the Cafe are required and suitable craftwork to sell is being sought. Jean went on to say that 

interviewing for a ‘leader post’ is currently underway for an employee to set up a trail and organise a 

geo-festival in September and hopefully annually thereafter. Free information leaflets are available for 

distribution and local outlets are needed to sell Pebble Route leaflets for £7.00 (£5.50 wholesale and 

£6.00 sale or return). Jean asked if the ‘Around Scourie’ book, long out of print and out of date could be 

revamped and reprinted for sale in the Rock Stop as visitors are asking for local books. The copyright is 

held by S&DCC. It will be put on next month’s agenda, and anyone with a copy will bring it to the next 

meeting for perusal. Jean reported that tours are going well and are profitable but there is still a 50%+ 

shortfall in funding this year,  George will contact MP Jamie Stone regarding the lack of govt investment 

in geoparks. 

 

Community Broadband Scotland - for outlying areas: - S&DCC would like to find out if non-fibre 

locations are eligible to become part of a community scheme or can have grant assistance for a home 

satellite alternative.  Neil will look back at the HIE survey (saved on his computer) to review the 2nd & 

3rd round options. There is a large community network extending from Ullapool to Assynt, joining this 

might be a possibility and enquiries can be made when the facts are known. Julie will look into grants 

available for satellite broadband and Vee will contact Glenda for the information she gathered during 

her role as Development Officer. Neil offered to contact Angus MacKay to see if he is aware of any 

further developments. The findings will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

Scourie Gala,  6th - 9th July: - S&DCC wished to express its thanks and appreciation for the work the 

Gala Committee has done in organising the 2017 event. 

 

Scourie Recycling Point: - This issue has been revisited again and again at the behest of THC. There have 

been numerous debates by S&DCC and considerable work and consultation undertaken by Neil to draw 

up a feasible plan in expectation of a site meeting with THC. However, there has been no further 

response from Andy Hulme, other than to reiterate THC’s objection to the removal of the bins from the 

yard and expand on Viridor’s position. Donald expressed his exasperation at the lack of progress on this 

issue and formally requested Cllr. Morrison to intervene on behalf of S&DCC and instruct Andy Hulme of 

THC to attend a site meeting at windy corner. Hugh agreed to take the matter forward with THC. 

 

  



Community Resilience Plan: - Vee reported that - following the workshop on the 8th June - a grant 

application has been completed and duly submitted to SSEN for funding of a generator hook-up point, a 

VHF radio and large cooker - all to be installed at the Hall. To receive a grant there must be a resilience 

plan in place and SSEN agreed to extend the deadline for submission of a draft plan to 30th June. At the 

time of the meeting the majority of the work had been done but there were some outstanding issues to 

be discussed.  With group input most sticking points were overcome and it was agreed that all local 

committees should be listed as participants. Vee will write up these additions and ensure it is sent in 

draft form to Stephen Mardon (THC) by 30th. Neil will enquire whether Dr Berrie and the local nursing 

staff from Scourie & Kinlochbervie Medical Practice are willing to be party to the Resilience Plan. Vee 

reported that trained first aiders and ‘defib operators’ were concerned that there is not an accessible 

defibrillator in the village, Hugh mentioned that a 50% grant is available from the British Heart 

Foundation for AED’s and George offered to make an application to the Duchess of Westminster Fund. 

Donald wished to express his thanks to Vee, Alistair, Julie & Julian for their work, Julie pointed out that 

greater teamwork from the outset would have resulted in a larger grant application and been welcomed 

by the few who were left to do the work. A point seconded by Vee. 

 

Scottish Resilient Communities Conference: - The event is on 27th October near Glasgow, due to the 

distance and considerable travelling time and cost, Julie will find out more information and bring it to 

the next meeting to allow S&DCC to evaluate the benefits against the costs when making a decision to 

attend. 

 

North West Sutherland Community Councils’ Forum: - Donald reported that the workload required for 

the Forum to lobby Scottish and Local Govt in an effective manner is almost that of a full-time 

employee. Unfortunately resources and time are not available for a single individual within the group to 

coordinate and business manage the activities of the committee.  As a result, it has been decided to 

have the next meeting in September with Jamie Stone MP to bring to his attention the shortage of 

resources in the disparate communities. In particular the impact this has on the Forum’s ability to 

correct the general ignorance and misconceptions within local govt regarding the shortage of both 

financial resources and availability of human effort to do what needs to be done. It has become 

increasingly necessary for most members of our communities to undertake numerous voluntary duties 

per person to sustain village halls, charitable events, community councils, development initiatives and 

community events to name a few but by no means all, plus the staffing of essential services such as 

retained fire-fighters, coast-guard members, lifeboat crew etc. - all in addition to full time jobs and 

family commitments. The result in a ‘super-sparsity’ area like the North West is a thinning of human 

resources to the point of volunteer fatigue. 

 

A.O.C.B: - 

Grass cutting: -Hugh wished to draw S&DCC’s attention to the lack of grass cutting, which is very 

noticeable across the region as a whole. This is due to cuts; a twelve man workforce has been reduced 

to four and of the five squads only two remain, the area from Lochinver to Strathy is covered by just two 

men, who cannot possibly complete this task. The teams are too far apart and too few to be effective. 

Hugh is attending a meeting on 27th June to raise these issues. 

 

  



Website statistics: - Pete wished to advise S&DCC of the site usage. Last month’s figure was 1411 hits to 

the website, which he was able to separate further and gave the statistics for each page visited. Analysis 

of the figures gave a clear indication that it is used in the main by visitors to the village - 742 looked at 

accommodation and eating out, 154 viewed the information page, 145 checked out midges, 110 looked 

at shops and 96 read the Scourie News page.... and so on. 

 

Correspondence received:-  

● A Letter of thanks from Lairg CC for our support in its campaign for a new care home. 

● Edward Mountain, MSP for this constituency is willing to attend a Monday meeting, it was 

agreed that he should be invited so that funding for the Geopark and other services could be 

discussed. Pete advised that the MSP has also booked a surgery at the Hall in September. 

● This year Seafarers UK is campaigning for the Red Ensign - the UK Merchant Navy's official flag - 

to be flown on Sunday 3rd September on civic buildings and landmark flagpoles across the UK. 

Parish, community, town, city, district and borough councils are all invited to take part, along 

with higher-tier local authorities and governments. 

 

The next meeting is on Monday 25th September 2017 at 8:00pm in Scourie Village Hall 

 

The meeting closed at 22.10 

 

   

Action 1 Liaise with James Fryer re skip and quads Pete 

Action 2 Seek permission to scrap John Cod’s boat Neil 

Action 3 Order roadside speed monitor (smiley face) Hugh 

Action 4 Notify THC of 5 highways issues Hugh 

Action 5 Scourie Walks leaflet - raise ongoing funding with SCDC Neil 

Action 6 Scourie Walks leaflet - ask visitors to suggest a value Vee 

Action 7 ‘Around Scourie’ book to be added to September agenda Donald 

Action 8 Bring a copy  of ‘Around Scourie’ to September’s meeting 
Those with 

a copy 

Action 9 Contact Jamie Stone MP re Geopark funding George 

Action 10 Contact Glenda re Community Broadband Scotland Vee 

Action 11 Look up HIE survey on PC & contact Angus re Comm B/B Scot Neil 

Action 12 Look into grants for installation of home satellite broadband Julie 

Action 13 Complete additional information to draft resilience plan Vee 

Action 14 Update Stephen Mardon & Pamela Harvey before 30th Vee 

Action 15 Contact Donna re surgery involvement in Resilience Plan Neil 

Action 16 Submit grant application for external frost proof A E D George 

Action 17 
Find out if the Resilient Communities Conference is a 

presentation of the various Highland Partnership workshops  
Julie 

 


