
SCOURIE & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24th April 2017 at 8.00pm in Scourie Village Hall 
 

Present: - Mr Donald Fisher - Chair, Mr Alistair Mackay - Treasurer, Mrs Julie Allen - Secretary, 
Mr George Leligdowicz and Mrs Vanessa Crowsley. 
Mrs Jean MacKay (Geopark), PC George Silcock and Mr James Fryer. 
 

Apologies: - Mr Neil MacDonald - Vice-Chair, Mr Julian Pearce and Cllr. Hugh Morrison. 
 

Minutes of the previous meeting - 

Approval: - Proposed by Alistair MacKay and seconded by Donald Fisher 

Matters arising: - Action points regarding the noticeboard and a pothole repair remain outstanding. 

 

Highland Council -  

● Planning Applications: - Permission is being sought for an agricultural building north of 33 

Scouriemore. 

 

Highland Community Planning Partnership: - The meeting on 9th May is likely to be at Kinlochbervie, final 

details to be confirmed. Julie is happy to attend and will advise the organisers of her interest.  

 

Association of 6 N&W Community Councils: -  

● Update: - The next meeting will be in June at Scourie Village Hall, the main topic will be how to 

formalise the organisation to best represent the member community councils.  

● Highland Commission for Local Democracy: - Nothing to report this month. 

● Community Resilience Plans: - A workshop will be arranged for a mutually convenient evening, 

suitable dates will be sent to Stephen Marden (THC). In the meantime an article explaining the 

scheme will be composed for the Scourie News 

 

Maldie Burn Community Fund: - The treasurer reported that 3 applications arrived as follows: - 

1. £400 by the Scourie Support Group, for running local social events for the over 60’s. Unanimously 

this was considered to be an important program within the community and wholeheartedly 

approved.  

2. £229 for Scourie Website, to purchase equipment for provision of a local weather forecasting 

service, which will be available online via the Scourie website and the “Wunderground” weather 

network. It will also improve statistics for ‘of interest’ retrospective reporting. This was approved, 

but with a proviso that the equipment is sufficiently robust to withstand local conditions and due 

consideration given to its location to prevent storm damage. 

3. £2000 by the Scourie Village Hall Committee, to contribute to the £20,000+ cost of urgently needed 

rewiring and other maintenance of the property. As an essential facility to the community, this was 

approved without reservation.  

 

Scourie Community Development Co. Ltd: -  

● Geo Centre: - Update deferred until May. 

  

  



North West Highlands Geopark Ltd: - Jean MacKay reported that the £70,000 funding application to the 

Scottish Govt. was declined on sustainability grounds. The Board fear that this may cause the loss of the 

Park’s UNESCO status and has started a crowdfunding campaign. The Shetland Geopark is also in this 

situation; its status comes up for review shortly and will be watched with interest. £70,000 is a modest sum 

in contrast with the several million pounds granted annually to the national parks, which are not expected 

to be self sustaining. Yet they have a major advantage over the Geopark in that their locations provide 

access to major populations and thus a much greater potential to realise an income. S&DCC felt that with 

increased visitor numbers exploring Highland (resulting from the hard work of the NC500 group) it was a 

poor decision, undermining prior investments and compromising efforts to provide tourist attractions of 

benefit to local economies.  A letter, questioning the judgement will be drafted for circulation to the MSP, 

MEP and MP for this area.  Jean went on to report that recruitment for the Rock Stop Cafe is underway in 

time for the May bank holiday. 

 

Noticeboard: - George will drill some ventilation holes along the bottom edge to see if this resolves the 

problem, if not; a more sheltered location may be an alternative solution. Inserting the magnetic backing 

from the old board will be discussed at a later date. 

 

Fibre Optic Broadband: - BT have been notified of the speed and connectivity problems and confirmed that 

there is a fault within our local fibre network. A date by which these issues will be fixed has not been given. 

S&DCC would like residents to comment on their own experience and a “call for information” will be placed 

in both the Scourie News and Facebook page. 

 

Scourie Recycling Point: - Viridor Ltd has stopped servicing the glass recycling bins due to safety issues at 

the current location. S&DCC suggests THC contacts Dr Balfour for permission to use the Windy Corner 

quarry and undertakes any necessary alterations required. 

 

A.O.C.B. 

 

James Fryer attended the meeting to bring to the attention of S&DCC the unkempt appearance of parts of 

the village, which leaves an abiding memory with tourists of an unwelcoming and scruffy place. It is 

unpleasant for residents too.  

He reported that the dog-waste bin at the harbour has not been emptied for an extended period and has 

been overflowing for 3-4 weeks. In addition the lid broke off some time ago and has not been repaired, he 

has notified Council staff more than once without effect.  It is rumoured that THC no longer provides bags 

and he wondered if S&DCC were aware of this. Donald will report this to Cllr. Morrison and enquire about 

bags. He expressed concerns about unsightly bare patches, ruts and tyre tracks in the turf along the 

harbour front and feels that it should be made good for tourists and locals alike as an amenity. 

Since August he has been clearing local beaches of debris washed up by the tides and has made neat piles 

ready for collection to a skip that was promised last year but never materialised, he would like S&DCC to 

support him in his endeavours by ordering the skip and helping to source a digger to move the debris which 

is too heavy to lift. He has also contacted Mark Warrington (Loch Duart Ltd) who has agreed to remove fish 

farm related flotsam and jetsam.  

S&DCC took on board his comments and the matter will be discussed further and resolutions found. 

  



Cllr Morrison will be asked to report the following matters to THC 
A badly fractured manhole cover in the Toilet car park is a hazard and needs urgent replacement. 
There appears to be an electrical fault affecting several street lights along Scouriemore.  
Contractors have not returned to complete the crash barrier repairs, north of Kylesku. 

   

 

 

The meeting closed at 21.55  

 

The next meeting is at 8.00pm on Monday 29th May in Scourie Village Hall 

   

Action 1 Contact HCPP and attend meeting 9th May Julie 

Action 2 Compose article on Resilience Scheme for Scourie News Alistair 

Action 3 Draft a letter regarding funding & status of NWH Geopark Ltd  George 

Action 4a Fibre Broadband - “call for information” in Scourie News  Donald 

Action 4b Fibre Broadband - “call for information” on Facebook Julie 

Action 5 Drill ventilation holes in noticeboard George 

Action 6 Advise THC  to contact Scourie Estate about Windy Corner Donald 

Action 7 Email convenient dates for Resilience Workshop All 

Action 8 Report 3 road maintenance issues to Cllr. Morrison Vee 

Action 9 Report dog bins to Cllr. Morrison and ask about bags Donald 

Action 10 Add littering problem and beach clearing to next agenda Donald 

 


