
SCOURIE & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Meeting held on Monday 31

st
 January 2011 

 
Present:       Mr Donald Fisher  (Chairman)       

                       Mr Neil Macdonald (Vice Chairman) 

                     Mr George Leligdowicz (Secretary)  

                     Mr Alistair Mackay (Treasurer)  

                     Mr Hugh Mackay  

                     Mr Anthony O’Flaherty  

                     Mr Julian Pearce 

                     Highland Councillor George Farlow 

 

Also attending:  Mr Angus Mackay, representing Scourie and Badcall Grazings Committee Development   

                Group. 

 

Apologies:  Mrs Myra Brauer, Mr Graham McCarthy,  PC Ian Sutherland. 

 

Copy:          Cllr. L Munro, Cllr. R Rowantree, Andy Mackay Ward Manager, Ms T Morrison,     

                    Mr A Wood, Dr Jean Balfour. 

 

Minutes of Last Meeting: 
        Alistair Mackay, seconded by Julian Pearce, approved minutes of last meeting. 

  

 

2. Matters Arising: 

 

3. Printer for Scourie News 

       A laser printer has now been ordered, awaiting delivery.  This will be a great asset in printing off the 

Scourie News.  A one-off Ward Discretionary Grant may be available to help with part of the cost. 

        

       Bird Hide 

       Still under investigation so held in abeyance until next meeting. 

        

      Notice Board 

      Neil Macdonald was able to gain access to the notice board.  Locks need to be changed and this will be 

done in the near future.    

      

      Benches 

      Have now been taken in ready for painting.  

 

     War Memorial 

     Matter is still ongoing.  Estimates for professional cleaning have been asked for but it is thought that the 

cost will be in the region of £1,000.  An application will be made to the British Legion to see if a grant can be 

obtained towards the cost.  

 

 

 

 

       Pier/Slipway, Changing Rooms and Lights for Helicopter Landing Area: 

      Angus Mackay addressed the meeting on behalf of Scourie and Badcall Grazings Committee 

Development Group to give us an update on progress of these projects.   The Pier - we have come through 



three meetings for Leader Funding and are awaiting word following a meeting on 4
th
 February.  There are 

some issues regarding constitution and project management, but we are very confident that these will be 

positively addressed.  Changing Rooms for the playing field - £20,000 funding has been secured to bring 

forward plans and get everything into place i.e. building warrants, ground procurement etc., this is progressing 

well.  Helicopter Landing Lights – are now here and are on charge, being stored in the Fire Station until the 

changing rooms are built.  It appears that no charge will be made for these lights but the Scottish Ambulance 

Service has intimated that a donation would be appreciated due to the true cost being of the order of £3,000.  

Angus therefore suggested donating the £500 (already given by the Community Council to the Grazing 

Committee towards the intended purchase of the lights) and £300 from the Surgery Fund.  It was 

unanimously agreed that this was the most appropriate response by CC.  The Chairman thanked Angus and 

all those involved for their hard work and recognised the significant achievements which they had already 

made. 

 

       Stornoway Coast Guard Facility: 

       Dr. Anne Berrie has e-mailed Jamie Stone MSP and John Thurso MP expressing her concerns over the 

proposed cut or loss of the Coastguard Station in Stornoway.  There are many objections and petitions against 

these proposals from many sources, but the more received the better.  It was agreed that every effort should 

be  maintained in fighting for retention of the facility.  

   

      Scourie Drinking Water Quality: 

      An official report has revealed that samples of the Scourie public drinking water supply contain 

Trihalomethanes (THMs), formed when chlorine is routinely added to water, and this factor has been linked to 

health issues.  The recorded level of Trihalomethanes is over the recommended limit set by the World Health 

Organisation (WHO).  Scottish Water states, however, that the water is safe to drink.  George Leligdowicz is 

investigating the whole issue on our behalf and is contacting both Scottish Water (SW) and the Drinking 

Water Quality Regulator (DWQR).  Readings taken by SW and values quoted separately by DWQR appear 

to differ and need to be reconciled, especially in relation to dates of sampling and the date of commissioning 

of the new water treatment works at Scourie.  George will try to establish the facts and why the readings 

appear to be inconsistent.  Further discussions will take place at the next meeting when it is hoped we will 

have more factual information. 

 

     Review of Community Councils (Third Phase): 

     Held in abeyance for future meeting. 

 

     Maldie Burn: 

     The Scottish Government has now given the Maldie Burn hydro-electric project the go-ahead.  A 

Community Benefit payment for Scourie Community has yet to be negotiated with the developer.  This will 

now be progressed through the appropriate channels. 

 

     Note of Appreciation Received from Katy Lee: 

     A thoughtful note of appreciation had been received from teacher Katy Lee who had been successfully 

nominated by SCC for a Highland Council Quality Award towards the end of 2010. 

 

     Geopark: 

     The issue of long term funding is still being positively pursued by the Steering Group.  A robust 

summary response by SCC to the Penny Cousins Report had been delivered to the Steering Group.  Initial 

results of the Feasibility Study by consultants into a proposed GeoCentre for the Geopark are now expected 

towards the end of May 2011. 

 

 

 

      Pavements/all-abilities users and recycling of rubbish/unwanted items: 



      Donald Fisher had received an e-mail from a local resident concerning the lack of lowered kerbs at 

certain places along the main pavements, causing difficulties for all-abilities users, including mothers with 

prams and young children on cycles.  Councillor George Farlow will contact TEC Services on this matter 

which will be discussed further at the next meeting.  The email also raised the idea of developing a system of 

storing unwanted personal items and advertising their availability to those who might wish to have them, 

rather than them being thrown out into a skip and being added to the amount of landfill.  This suggestion was 

warmly received and will be discussed further at a later meeting. 

 

      Cheque Donation: 

       Donald Fisher had recently been handed a personal cheque for £200.00 from a local resident, made out 

to SCC, intended as a private donation to SCC in recognition of the work of the Council.  There was 

unanimous agreement that this was a wonderful, thoughtful and very kind gesture and it was agreed that 

Donald would write a suitable letter of acknowledgement and thanks to the donor, expressing the gratitude of 

the entire SCC. 

 

Any Other Business: 

 

Scourie Youth 

SCC are still looking towards appointing at least one person from Scourie, preferably more, to represent 

the  “Youth of Scourie” on the committee.  It is felt that their input is an important part of the 

Community.  This issue will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

 

Meeting closed 10.15pm. 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 28th February 2011 at 8pm 
 

 
 

 
 


