
 

 

SCOURIE & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Meeting held on Monday 30th April 2012 

 

Present:        Mr Donald Fisher (Chairman) Mr Neil Macdonald (Vice Chairman)  Mr Alistair Mackay (Treasurer) Mrs Myra Brauer 

                      Mr Anthony O’Flaherty Mr Julian Pearce Mr Graham McCarthy PC Ian Sutherland 

                       
Apologies:    Mr George Leligdowicz (Secretary), Cllr. George Farlow 

  

Copy:            Cllr. L Munro, Cllr. R Rowantree, Andy Mackay (Ward Manager), Ms T Morrison,  Mr A Wood, Dr Jean Balfour  

 

It was recorded that, due to unavoidable and unforeseeable circumstances, the previous two meetings had had to be cancelled. 

 

1.    MINUTES 

Neil Macdonald seconded by Anthony O’Flaherty, approved January minutes. 

 

2.    MATTERS ARISING 

No matters arising from minutes of previous meeting. 

 

NEW CO-OPTED MEMBERS 

Neil Macdonald, seconded by Alistair Mackay, nominated Angus Mackay to be a co-opted Full Member of the SCC. This was unanimously 
agreed.  Proposed by Neil, seconded by Anthony, Graham McCarthy consented to be co-opted as an Associate Member, again unanimously 
agreed.   As things stand at the moment there are now 7 Full Members (2 of whom are co-opted) and 2 Associate Members forming the 
Committee. 
 

3.    DISTRIBUTION OF MINUTES 

It was agreed by all that the present method of distribution worked well.  Within two weeks following any meeting, a draft copy of the 
minutes is sent to all Committee members, Highland Councillors, Andy Mackay, T. Morrison, Dr Jean Balfour, PC Ian Sutherland and 

Alasdair Wood. Vanessa Crowsley is e-mailed this draft copy which she displays on the Scourie Notice Board and also George Leligdowicz 

puts the same draft copy on the Notice Board in Achfary.  These draft minutes will be submitted for approval at the following meeting and 

only if they are not then agreed or are required to be amended in any way will they be corrected and re-issued as approved minutes.  

Otherwise, the unchanged draft minutes are proposed and accepted as the approved minutes for the previous meeting and will not, therefore, 

require to be reprinted and re-issued. 

 

4.    NOTICE BOARD 

Three sets of keys are now available for the Scourie Notice Board.  Vanessa Crowsley (Filling Station), The Shop and Scourie Primary 

School will each hold a set. 

 

5.    SCOURIE NEWS 
Scourie and District Community Council would like to express their thanks to BAM Nutall for their kind and generous offer to print the 

Scourie News until the end of the year.  Awards for All have agreed to a grant in relationship to printing costs and thanks were expressed to 

Anthony for all his hard work in preparing the relevant application. 

 

6.    SKIP 

The Highland Council’s policy is that a permanent skip will only be allocated to a manned site and Scourie does not meet this requirement.  

However, it is hoped that a skip can be available from time to time as before, on an ad hoc basis.   

 

7.    SCOURIE WEBSITE 

E-mail received from Badcall Caravan Site requesting the site be put on Scourie Website.  Details have been taken and this will be passed on 

for inclusion on the website.  

 
8.    PUBLIC LITTER BIN 

Now that the tourist season has started, an e-mail received from Vanessa Crowsley has drawn attention to local feedback which she’s received 

regarding the frequently unsightly and unhealthy overflowing public rubbish bin and location of same.  It was agreed that a second bin would 

now be requested, to be placed by the side of the bin already located in the car park, behind the bus stop.  It was unanimously agreed that a 

bin outside the shop is not hygienic. Enquiries will also be made as to whether the bins could be emptied more regularly. 
 

9.    SPEEDING WITHIN VILLAGE 

During Police surveillance carried out in the Village, four drivers were caught speeding.  The flashing lights   

are not always noticeable depending on the glare of the sun, and the speed limit through the village needs to be reduced.  A smiley face sign is 

available if required.  It was decided to hold this matter in abeyance until after the imminent Highland Council elections when a formal 

request for a reduced speed limit will be put forward to the new Highland Councillor. 

 

 

10.   SCOURIE DEVELOPMENT CO. LTD. 



After interviews were held, Angus Mackay was appointed as Scourie Local Development Officer and he takes up his post as from 1st May.  

Thanks go to Rebecca for all her help in processing applications.  A contractor has now been found for the pier and we look forward to a 

satisfactory conclusion.  Changing rooms are making good progress. 

 

11.   MALDIE BURN 

Things are progressing well.  Further discussions to take place at next meeting. 

 

12.   GEOPARK 
The Geopark has been registered at Companies House and is now a Company Limited by Guarantee, moving towards charitable status.  There 

are five directors at present.  The GeoCentre Community Road Show in Scourie proved a great success.  Thanks go to George Farlow, Chair 

of the Geopark, for all his hard work and effort.  Just a reminder that the next event to be held on 8th & 9th June is called “The Scourie 

Detectives – Unravelling The World We Live In”.  Friday 8th (daytime) will be for school children from within the Geopark with free guided 

walks and covering geological features, wildlife and waterlife, all with a Gaelic input. Friday (night) is a family event with illustrated talks on 

the Geodiversity, Biodiversity and Landscape/Gaelic. Saturday is a public day with guided walks, stalls etc. and will end with a ceilidh in the 

village hall at night.   

 

 

13.   A.O.B 

 

PATH TO TARBET 
Once again the path to Tarbet has become virtually impassable, overgrown with gorse, muddy ground and not clearly marked.  Mat Dent will 

be approached to see what, if any, help is available. 

 

FINANCES REVIEW 

Alistair Mackay gave a brief review of the present financial situation. 

 

JUBILEE 

Neil asked if anything was going to be done for the Jubilee (4th June).  It was agreed that any suggestions should be given to him prior to the 

date of the next meeting, in view of the time scale. 

 

HEIGHT OF NOTICE BOARD 
It has been requested that the notice board be lowered to accommodate O.A.P.’s easier access for reading the notices.  This can and will be 

done. 

 

BIRD HIDE 

Concern has been shown over how dark it is inside the hide with doors and shutters closed, on the grounds of safety.  This will be looked into.  

 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

Myra is no longer responsible for Christmas Lights fund raising.  She handed £549.02 cash to the SCC treasurer to manage.  Anyone having 

any ideas for next Christmas please let the CC know.  

 

THANK YOU 
Thanks were given to Myra and Andrew for all their hard work and dedication in running the shop over the last few years.  Good luck in any 

future ventures you may undertake.  The meeting also expressed their best wishes to the new owners for the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 10.10pm.  
 
 
 
NEXT MEETING MONDAY 28TH MAY 8PM 
 
 
 

 

 


