
 

SCOURIE & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting held in Scourie Village Hall  

on Monday 25th June 2012 at 7.30pm  
 

Present:  Mr Donald Fisher (Chair) Mr Neil Macdonald (Vice-Chair) Mr George Leligdowicz 

(Secretary) Mr Alistair Mackay (Treasurer) Mrs Myra Brauer Mr Angus Mackay  Mr Anthony 
O’Flaherty Cllr George Farlow Dr Lawrence Lambert (member of the public) Mr Pete Tuck 
(member of the public) 
 
Apologies:   Mr Julian Pearce, Mr Graham McCarthy, Mr Andy Mackay (Ward Manager), 
PC Ian Sutherland, Mrs Ann Hatherall 

 
Copy:   Cllr L Munro, Cllr Hugh Morrison, Andy Mackay (Ward Manager), Ms T Morrison, Mr 
Alasdair Wood, Dr Jean Balfour 
 
Minutes of Previous AGM 

Acceptance proposed by Neil MacDonald, seconded by Anthony O’Flaherty.  There were no 
Matters Arising.   
 
Chairman’s Summary Report 
CC Chairman, Donald Fisher, reported on the events of the past year as follows:- 
 

INTRODUCTION 
First of all, I wish to record the sad loss last year of Hugh Mackay, former Community Councillor, whose 
dedication, skill and knowledge were fundamental to the successful work of Scourie & District Community 
Council (SDCC).  Ever the Gentleman, Hugh was a huge asset to the Community and will be greatly missed 
but never forgotten.   
SDCC has overseen numerous positive developments during 2011 and 2012, including the restructuring of 
Community Councils across Scotland and the election of a new Community Council for Scourie & District in 
2011.  These developments are summarised under the following headings:- 
 
SCOURIE PIER 
Despite unavoidable and lengthy delays of an administrative or contractual nature, the long-awaited work to 
refurbish the pier is now underway.  It is doubtful if this project would ever have succeeded without the skill, 
tenacity and huge amount of hard work freely given by Angus Mackay, to whom the whole Community is 
grateful.  We also acknowledge the hard work behind the scenes of Cllr George Farlow and other Council 
Officials in helping to ensure a successful outcome. 
 
SCOURIE NEWS 
Alasdair Wood has successfully continued to produce the “Scourie News” despite numerous other demands 
on his personal time and we are so grateful to him for this.  The “Scourie News” continues to be the most 
significant and positive contribution to wider community life and its production quality and high editorial 
standard are testament to Alasdair’s skill and personal commitment, for which we are so grateful.  A more 
robust colour printer was purchased with the kind assistance of The Highland Council Ward Discretionary 
Fund (thanks go to Andy Mackay, Ward Manager, for his guidance).  During the last year, a successful 
application to “Awards For All”, researched, prepared and submitted by Anthony O’Flaherty, has resulted in 
a substantial award to SDCC which will cover much of our printing and related costs over the next three 
years.  Meanwhile, BAM Nuttall, civil engineering contractors on the Maldie Burn Hydro-Electric scheme, 
have offered to undertake the printing runs during the rest of 2012 under Alasdair’s direction.  Special 
thanks go to Sandra Mackay, Robert McCall and Mike Debenham for continuing to  undertake the monthly 
distribution of the “Scourie News” on a voluntary basis. 
DISPLAY BOARD AT SCOURIE 
 



The display board outside Scourie Shop has recently been refurbished with the generous donation of two 
new latches and three sets of keys by the manufacturers, Glasdon.  The board is thankfully now secure 
again against bad weather.  Keys are now held at the School, Shop and Filling Station. 
 
MALDIE BURN HYDRO-ELECTRIC SCHEME 
Construction of the scheme, by civil engineering contractors BAM Nuttall, is now well underway.  Neil 
MacDonald and I met with the project developers, N-Power Renewables, along with Roddie Kerr (Chair of 
Assynt Community Council) and Andy Mackay, Ward Manager, to discuss the matter of the related 
Community Benefit Payment.  Negotiations with the developers have not yet been concluded but it was 
agreed that a single Community Benefit Payment would be made as a lump sum, jointly to both Community 
Councils, to be split 75% (SDCC) and 25% (Assynt CC).  Any agreed payment, once negotiations have 
been finalised, will not, however, be made by N-Power until all engineering works are completed (probably 
another 12-18 months?). 
 
COMMUNITY BONFIRE, FIREWORKS AND CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
A successful bonfire night and fantastic firework display was enjoyed by all, supported by a local collection 
undertaken on the night and a financial contribution from SDCC.  As usual, the event was also hugely 
supported by members of our local Highlands & Islands Fire & Rescue Service who ensured the safety and 
enjoyment of the spectators.  Much improved, and very popular, Christmas Lights were provided due to the 
foresight and hard work of Sandra Mackay in arranging a collection and approaching property owners for 
donations.  We are indebted to Sandra for this and also to Myra Brauer who made donation facilities 
available at the shop. 
 
NORTH WEST HIGHLANDS GEOPARK 
The SDCC has continued to actively support the North West Highlands Geopark, which has now become a 
Company Limited by Guarantee and is seeking Charitable Status.  I am the representative of SDCC on the 
new Company and SDCC have endorsed the findings of a Feasibilty Study for a Proposed GeoCentre 
which stated that this should be located at a suitable site within Scourie.  A subsequent GeoCentre 
Community Roadshow event held at Scourie was very well attended and demonstrated further support for 
the proposed development.  A recent event, “The Scourie Detectives”, run by the Geopark in association 
with SDCC, was a considerable success, and holds promise for the future as an annual Community-run 
event. 
 
SCOURIE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LTD. 
SDCC hosted a well-attended public meeting leading ultimately to the setting up of the Scourie 
Development Company Ltd.  This is a major step forward for the Community and the new “stand-alone” 
organisation has taken over the role of developing new projects and managing existing ones, with a well-
considered action and development programme resulting from a further public consultation meeting.  The 
newly appointed Local Development Officer for Scourie, Angus Mackay, is an important asset within this 
process and he acts as a liaison between SDCC and the Development Company.  His part-time post is 
currently funded for up to 18 months.  Existing projects, such as the Pier Refurbishment and Football Pitch 
Changing Rooms Facility, are now ably handled by Angus on behalf of the Development Company. 
Thanks are due to Scourie and Badcall Grazings Committee for providing social funding in relation to both 
the Pier and the Changing Rooms projects.  
 
NEW COMMUNITY COUNCIL STRUCTURE - ELECTIONS 2011 
Following upon the restructuring of Community Councils across Scotland last year, a new Community 
Council was elected in November 2011 comprising:- Donald Fisher (now Chair), Neil MacDonald (now Vice-
Chair), George Leligdowicz (now Secretary), Alistair Mackay (now Treasurer) and Myra Brauer, leaving two 
further vacancies.  These have since been filled by the co-option of Anthony O’Flaherty and Angus Mackay, 
giving us a full complement of seven Community Councillors, assisted by Julian Pearce and Graham 
McCarthy, both of whom were co-opted as Associate Members.    
VILLAGE HALL 
 
The Village Hall, the most important asset we have, has undergone significant refurbishment, including the 
installation of thermal insulation, resulting in significant benefits for all users.  The Hall Committee, under 
the able Chairmanship of Neil MacDonald, has continued to develop and run a full and successful 
programme of community events, to the great benefit of all.  The Village Hall is now a thriving facility which 
has done much to enhance the quality of community life and we acknowledge the hard work and 



commitment shown by Neil and all the other members of the Hall Committee  in achieving this.  The direct 
involvement of Cllr. Linda Munro in successfully resolving an issue related to the long-term continued 
running of the pre-school Playgroup at Scourie is widely appreciated. 
 
LANDING LIGHTS FOR EMERGENCY HELICOPTER 
Approved landing lights have been acquired for the emergency helicopter landing site at the football pitch, 
representing a significant safety benefit for night-time emergencies. Funding towards the landing lights was 
kindly donated by Scourie and Badcall Grazings Committee as well as SDCC. 
 
 
SCOURIE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Activities run by Scourie Primary School, under the guidance of Head Teacher Graham McCarthy, have 
continued to add considerably to the quality of our community life.  Graham is a huge asset to our 
community, taking part in many extra-curricular events, and is an inspiration to our younger citizens.  He is 
more than ably assisted in this work by Aileen MacDonald whose contribution to the Community must also 
be acknowledged. 
SUMMARY 
It is clear to me that SDCC has achieved much over the last year and we will continue to do so.  It is 
important to acknowledge the not insignificant support and input from our local Highland Councillors who 
were re-elected at the recent Highland Council Elections, ie. Cllr. Linda Munro and Cllr. George Farlow and 
we also extend a warm welcome to our third (newly elected) Councillor, Hugh Morrison.  Henry Flett, our 
local TEC Services Supervisor, and PC Ian Sutherland both continue to be highly valued members of our 
community.  I also gratefully acknowledge all the hard work, energy and time devoted to Council affairs, on 
behalf of the wider community, by all my fellow Members of SDCC.  Thank you all for your kind support. 
Donald Fisher, Chair, Scourie & District Community Council 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

A Financial Report was presented by Treasurer, Alistair Mackay.  Acceptance of the 
prepared accounts was proposed by George Leligdowicz, seconded by Angus Mackay. 
 
Election of New Office Bearers 
At this point in the meeting, the position of Chair was vacated by Donald Fisher and Cllr 
George Farlow took over as temporary Chair of the meeting for the purpose of inviting 
nominations for the positions of new office-bearers.  These were duly elected as follows:- 
Chair:– Donald Fisher (proposed by Myra Brauer, seconded by Angus Mackay) 
Vice-Chair:- Neil MacDonald (proposed by George Leligdowicz, seconded by Donald 
Fisher) 
Secretary:- George Leligdowicz (proposed by Neil MacDonald, seconded by Angus 

Mackay) 
Treasurer:- Alistair Mackay (proposed by Donald Fisher, seconded by Anthony O’Flaherty) 
The newly elected Chair, Donald Fisher, then took over Chairmanship of the rest of the 
meeting. 
 
Date/Time of Next AGM 
This was agreed provisionally as 24th June 2013 at 7.30pm, in Scourie Village Hall. 
 
 
The AGM was then concluded at 8.10pm and was immediately followed by the regular 
meeting of the SDCC. 
 


