
                                              
MINUTES 

 
SCOURIE & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL INAUGURAL MEETING 

 
Minutes of the Inaugural Meeting held on the 30th November 2015 at 8pm in Scourie Village Hall 
 
Present: - Cllr. Hugh Morrison - Chairperson, 

  Mr Donald Fisher, Mr Neil MacDonald, Mr George Leligdowicz, Mr Alistair Mackay, Mr Angus Mackay, 
  Mr Julian Pearce, Mrs Julie Allen, Ms Glenda Cairncross - Scourie Development Officer. 

 
1, Apologies: - Andrew MacKay - Ward Manager, PC George Silcock, 
 
2, Nominations for appointment of Chairperson:- 
 

 Nominee   Proposed   Seconded 
 
 Donald Fisher   Angus MacKay  Julian Pearce 
 

3, Cllr Morrison continued Chairmanship of the meeting with the agreement of those present and called for nominations in 
respect of the following offices:- 
 
    Nominee   Proposed   Seconded 
 

Vice Chairperson... Neil MacDonald   Donald Fisher   George Leligdowicz 
 

Secretary...  George Leligdowicz  Neil MacDonald   Angus MacKay 
 

Treasurer…  Alistair MacKay   Donald Fisher   George Leligdowicz 
  
 
The Inaugural meeting closed at 8:07 pm and the newly appointed Community Council stayed to conduct further business. 
  



SCOURIE & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 30th November 2015 at 8.10pm in Scourie Village Hall 
 
Present: - Mr Donald Fisher - Chair, Mr Neil MacDonald - Vice-Chair, Mr George Leligdowicz - Secretary,  

Mr Alistair Mackay - Treasurer, Mrs Julie Allen, Mr Angus Mackay, Mr Julian Pearce, 
Cllr. Hugh Morrison, Ms Glenda Cairncross - Scourie Development Officer,  

 
Apologies: - Andrew MacKay - Ward Manager, PC George Silcock. 
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: - Approved by Angus Mackay and seconded by Alistair Mackay 
 
Matters Arising:-  
-Donald noted that Scourie War Memorial is looking very smart following extensive works to improve it for the 
Remembrance Sunday Service and expressed his gratitude to George for his hard work. 
-A reciprocal arrangement to share approved Community Council Minutes is now in place between Kinlochbervie and 
Scourie. 
 
Co-Option of New Member: - Mrs Julie Allen is keen to become a member of the Community Council. The Committee have 
powers to co-opt further officers to bring numbers up to a maximum of eight; therefore Julie was proposed by George and 
seconded by Neil. 
 
Highland Council:-  
(i)-Regrettably the Scourie nomination did not win the Highland Council Quality Award; nevertheless S&DCC expressed 
thanks and gratitude wholeheartedly to the Grounds Maintenance Team for their dedication and contribution to the 
community. 
(ii)-Lochinver Gritting; Hugh reported that the Highland Council has scheduled the 2 remaining gritters to treat roads after 
the school buses have run. He is expecting further discussions/meetings on the matter. 
(iii)-Planning Applications; none have been received within the Scourie area, but George updated the committee as follows 
re the ongoing application for a 3 dwelling development near the Village Hall. The Planning Office has received 3 negative 
responses so far; namely from Dr Balfour, the Grazing Committee and S&DCC. Reasons for objection were discussed which 
included loss of prime croft land, impact on water pressure at Scouriemore, dwellings not for local families or enterprise, 
not driven by any local housing need, speculative application from absentee of 40 years. Overwhelmingly the committee 
are against the proposal as a whole. 
(iv)-Highland Wide Development Plan Presentation; Donald Fisher went to the meeting but it was very poorly attended. He 
took the opportunity to discuss the aims and procedures involved and asked that to be informed of any significant matters. 
 
Maldie Burn Community Fund:- 
George has no new funding requests to report, however the High School ‘trip’ application was received by email only and 
this is insufficient; he is therefore sending Graham Smart the application form for completion and return, (via Neil who will 
liaise with Graham in this respect). Funds are required in the near future so the figures have been agreed in advance in 
principle. Covering funds should be available in the Maldie Fund Account in time for the trip. 
-Scourie Firework Display was exceptional this year. Thanks expressed to all those who worked towards the event. 
-The Treasurer requires an invoice from the Air Ambulance Service for the contribution made for new landing lights, it was 
agreed that H Morrison would request this.  
 
Scourie Development Co. Ltd:  
-Glenda anticipates that the next Superfast Broadband update will be in the New Year. 
-Progression of the Geocentre is now ‘steaming ahead’. Formal funding applications and expressions of interest are 
ongoing. Glenda requested a letter of support and Donald is happy to compose a response (with Glenda’s assistance) on 
behalf of S&DCC. It was felt that neighbouring Community Councils should also be invited to write their own letters of 
support, Donald will contact them accordingly. Plans for the community survey are in hand to gauge local views. 
 
North-west Highlands Geopark Ltd  
Neil advised that ‘World Heritage Site’ and ‘UNESCO’ status has been formally approved due to a lot of hard work by the 
Geopark employees and volunteers. The A.G.M. was held on 21st November and it seems there may be a new Chairperson 
in due course but no other significant news to report. Julie made 3 observations regarding the Rock Stop cafe: - improve 
signage to increase visitor numbers, expand the range of in house (excellent) catering to enhance customers’ experience 
and reduce bought-in goods to cut costs. 
 



Scourie to Tarbet Footpath: - The weather was atrocious on the day scheduled for Matt Dent’s visit (Highland Council 
Pathways Officer) so instead of undertaking the entire route he and Donald Fisher walked only the Tarbet section. Despite 
this setback the main problem points were identified with assistance from Julian and Adam Pearce and Jean MacKay who 
later walked the full route with Donald. There are 3 options for marking the route:- (i) formally way marked timber posts 
concreted in place (expected lifespan 15 years), (ii) stone cairns (iii) semi temporary marker stakes using forestry “parallel 
peeled posts” topped with hi-viz flags. Donald intends to walk the path again in January to assess the most appropriate 
method to adopt. 
 
Scourie Community Notice Board: - George was impressed with the design and construction of the new noticeboard it 
seems good and fit for purpose, unfortunately he found it had been damaged in transit caused by insufficient packaging 
material. On contacting the supplier they agreed to replace the goods, it has been uplifted by the company and he will fit 
the new one on arrival (assistance required) and have more keys cut if 3 sets are not provided. 
 
Community Resilience Scheme: - Donald Mitchell (Durness Community Council) has forwarded details of a contingency 
strategy for remote communities in times of acute emergency. Hugh reported that in Durness this need became apparent 
as a result of the January 2015 storm. [There was no power, phones nor mobile network for several days, an ambulance 
was needed but could not be requested and houses with electric only heating and cooking had no alternative heat source 
or means of making hot meals and drinks. It became clear that vulnerable individuals were particularly at risk. S.S.E. came 
to the rescue and provided a mobile welfare van and the coast guard used their radio communications to contact the 
outside world.] There is a scheme called “The British Red Cross/European Commission Community Resilience Project 
(European Union FP7 Driver Project)” which enables remote communities to manage in these circumstances by having 
contingency resources and plans in place. Donald Mitchell is keen to invite the British Red Cross to give a presentation at 
which the combined representatives of local communities can learn about the scheme and the procedures required to 
establish it in the North West. S&DCC was in agreement and will attend the event; Donald will advise D. Mitchell. 
 
Patient Transport Service: - The Community Council has been advised of several separate instances in the North West 
where the public has been told the service does not exist. It appears call centre staff may have been briefed to discourage 
patients from requesting transport, deliberately generating the lack of need required to justify abolition by the Scottish 
Ambulance Service (S.A.S.) as part of their imposed spending cuts. In response Assynt CC has requested a meeting with 
S.A.S. which is due to be held in mid January, our 3 area Councillors will investigate the incidents reported and question the 
S.A.S. directly with their findings. It was agreed that Angus, Donald and Julie (work permitting) will attend the meeting. 
 
A.O.C.B. 
-Hugh has been allocated 3 new bus shelters, and is offering 1 to Scourie. His offer was immediately accepted; it will be 
located near the Primary School. 
-George wondered if the planned maintenance work to Achfary Bridge (as notified in the Northern Times) might lead to 
closure of the road, it was felt this is unlikely. 
-Julian raised safety concerns regarding poor illumination at Scourie cross roads. Following replacement of sodium street 
lighting by l.e.d. down lights the children playing in the road after dark are not visible to drivers. Here the lamps flank the 
south side only, which is why this area is now dark. The spread of light from sodium bulbs was far greater. Hugh will raise 
this point with the Highland Council. 
-Alistair wondered whether pressure could be applied to Vodafone to upgrade the current 2G signal to 4G. The company 
received a substantial sum of public money to build and maintain the mast and he feels this should include providing an up 
to date service. Glenda will write to Vodafone on behalf of the Scourie Development Company in this respect. 
-‘Sat Nav’ errors are causing HGVs to turn into the Upper Badcall road instead of the Fish Farm turning.  It is too narrow and 
lorries cannot turn. Twice reversing articulated trucks have been stuck in the drain when attempting to back out. The road 
was blocked completely and any emergency services would not reach householders during these times. Hugh will enquire 
what appropriate signage is available from the Highland Council and will instruct the relevant department to Liaise directly 
with the S&DCC Secretary as a matter of urgency.  
 
 
Date of the next meeting: - Will be Monday 25th January 2016 at 8pm in Scourie Village Hall. 
 
The meeting closed at 21.40 
 


