
SCOURIE & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 29th February 2016 at 8.00pm in Scourie Village Hall 
 
Present: - Mr Donald Fisher - Chair, Mr Neil MacDonald - Vice-Chair, Mr Alistair Mackay - Treasurer,  

Mr Angus Mackay, Cllr. Hugh Morrison, Ms Glenda Cairncross - Scourie Development Officer, 
PC George Silcock, Mr Peter Tuck, 
 

Apologies: - Mr George Leligdowicz - Secretary, Mrs Julie Allen, Mr Julian Pearce. 

 

Minutes of the previous 2 meetings - Approval: - for 30 November 2015; proposed by Neil MacDonald, seconded 

Alistair MacKay and for 25th January 2016; proposed by Angus MacKay, seconded by Neil MacDonald. 

Matters arising - None 

 

Counter-Terrorism Presentation - The full presentation was postponed for a further month because 3 councillors 

were not in attendance; however PC Silcock gave a brief synopsis of the government's latest revised strategy. He 

reported that prevention of terrorism is now a duty of care for all public institutions under the Counter Terrorism 

and Security Act 2015. The Scottish Government is leading this initiative from the top down via it’s ‘Scottish 

Preventing Violent Extremism Unit’ in conjunction with the ‘Police Prevent Delivery Unit’. These bodies provide 

support for statutory partners such as schools, NHS, emergency services and councils etc. to ensure the new 

obligations are fulfilled. PC Silcock focused on the work that must be done within communities like ours and will be 

engaging with schools and other front line services such as marine harbours, rangers, libraries and gun clubs in their 

role to identify suspicious activity and susceptible individuals on the road to radicalisation. PC Silcock is keen to bring 

the North West up to speed, highlighting the requirements of the legislation at local business level. He will explain 

further at the full presentation. 

 

Highland Council: - New Planning Applications – None. 

At the recent Planning Meeting partial approval was granted in respect of the development for a cluster of 3 houses 

near the Village Hall. Consent was given for 2 houses on croft 41 in the park adjacent to the Village Hall but declined 

for the 3rd house on the other side of the road. Community Councillors were disappointed that their objections were 

disregarded at the relevant meeting and not supported by one of our Highland Councillors. In addition it was noted 

that the Crofting Commission observations were factually incorrect in dimension and location. Angus reported that 

the development will cut off a regularly used public right of way marked on the 1964 ordnance survey map and 

enquired whether a rights of way definitive register exists. Donald felt the Planning Department would be aware of 

existing rights of way and would like to know if this had been checked. Hugh will raise these questions with THC and 

notify ‘Planning’ that the path will go straight through the proposed houses.  

 

Community Council Training - recently held at Lairg was well attended, Donald handed out copies of the official 

guidance notes for Community Ccls. It is recommended that a copy is available at each meeting in future. 

He reported that it was a good instructive session - a particularly informative presentation by Planning Officer Bob 

Robertson covered the whole function of the planning office, explaining each stage of the planning process and the 

role of Community Councils within this process. Donald felt that this presentation should be repeated at a Scourie 

monthly meeting and accordingly invited him to attend at a suitable time in the near future. It was clear that this 

would also benefit other Community Councils and the presentation should be available to others. Cllr Morrison was 

asked to pursue this. It came to light that in future when the Community Council does not support a planning 

application the word ‘object’ must be used in it’s formal response to the Planning Office. Technically & legally when 

‘object’ is used an application must be deferred by Planning Officers to a Planning Sub-Committee of Highland 

Councillors. 

 

  



Countryside Ranger Service - Donald was pleased to report that the pressure to retain 3 rangers locally was 

successful; overall just 13 full time posts remain. S&DCC wish to accord thanks to Councillors Hugh Morrison, Linda 

Munro and George Farlow together with the 5 other community ccls. for their support in our endeavours to retain 

the existing local ranger positions. 

 

Maintenance Cuts - Scourie Football Pitch.  Mrs A MacDonald emailed to ask who will maintain our flagship pitch in 

future. Cllr Morrison confirmed the status quo remains unchanged for the time being. Only 4 pitches in this ward are 

maintained by THC which has a duty to cut the grass; however he cannot guarantee the same level of service will 

continue ad infinitum, but advised we should receive ample notice if changes are planned. 

 

Participatory Budgeting Event - May 2016. Notification of this event was received recently. The detail of which is not 

yet known, but there is a preliminary meeting on 1st March to set this up, after which an outline of the application 

process should be forthcoming. There is £15000 available for distribution within the 2 Sutherland wards. It is 

anticipated that it will be a competitive process, whereby applicants will have to promote their cause by making a 

presentation on 21st May. Further information should be available in time for the next meeting. 

 

Maldie Burn Community Fund 

Due to an administrative hiccup the High School forms are still outstanding, Neil will liaise with Graham Smart to 

ensure these formalities are completed. 

The SCDC ltd £2000 application provisionally sanctioned last month was presented and thereon formally approved; 

settlement is required by the end of March for the purchase of “Doctor’s Park”, Scourie. 

Pete Tuck advised that In April Scourie Camera Club will be submitting an application of £1000 for a new projector, 

the image clarity of the existing model is deteriorating. This was agreed in principle pending receipt of the usual 

application form. 

 

Scourie Community Development Co. Ltd 

Broadband - Glenda was very pleased to report on the announcement that Scourie will have a fibre cabinet installed 

within the next 6 months and H.I.E. has written an article on this topic for publication in the Scourie News together 

with a short piece regarding Community Broadband for the outlying areas. A meeting will be arranged soon for the 

latter. 

Geo Centre - She advised that conveyancing for “Doctor’s Park” is underway with settlement due within 4 weeks. 

The updated business plan is instructed and numerous preparations are in hand for the next phase of development. 

 

North West Highlands Geopark Ltd 

The new Business Manager has been appointed - starting 1st March, this full time post will be based at the Rock stop 

cafe. Funding agreed until March 2017. 

 

Scourie Website 

Pete has contacted Bass Stewart who advised that the 2 other designers in the running operate their sites on 

‘WordPress’, which is also open source software and he claims equally susceptible to the same problems as Joomla. 

The program Bass now uses is commercial software under licence which he feels is more stable. Pete projected some 

website screenshots for comparison of the 2 systems, with no discernible difference in the quality of images. Design 

was recognised as being the key factor in creating a more dramatic website. Pete advised the he does not have a 

preference for the console software and is happy to work with either system. It was noted that Bass has long 

standing local connections, has been happy to negotiate throughout this process and his fees will be cheaper than 

rival bidders after 2 years. For these reasons S&DCC would prefer to retain his services, but would like an 

undertaking regarding costs. This is the second substantial charge within 3 years and therefore S&DCC would like his 

assurance that should this issue arise again he will not levy a further fee. Pete is happy to liaise with Bass in this 

respect and to remain webmaster working towards the design improvements discussed i.e. higher visual impact. 

 



Notice Board Renewal - Neil will ascertain whether Harvey James has time to put up the new board if George is 

unavailable. 

 

Public Display of Minutes 

Following receipt of THC guidance sheet on this topic, Donald will draw up a specific mailing list for the Secretary in 

order to circulate approved minutes only. This list will be available at the next meeting and will include addresses of 

the noticeboard key-holder and the webmaster to ensure the public copies are displayed. 

Donald also suggested posting a summary of approved minutes in the Scourie News, but after lengthy discussion it 

was decided that a more appropriate course of action would be a suitably worded invitation to attend monthly 

meetings, in which the date of the next meeting and contact details for possible agenda items are quoted. 

 

Scourie Gala 

Preparations are well underway for the event being held on 12th, 13th & 14th August. Details are on the Scourie 

website. 

 

A.O.C.B 

Cllr Morrison advised that a bogus phone call scam is targeting this area. The caller’s number starts 01971 483… but 

it’s not a local number, call back attracts a premium rate charge. He suggested a notice in the Scourie News warning 

householders not to return the call as it’s a money making scam. 

 

New Bus Stop Shelter - The decision was taken to site it on the old turning in front of the Primary School. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.50 pm 

 

Next meeting Monday 28th March 2016 at 8pm in Scourie Village Hall 

 

 

   


