
SCOURIE & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 27th June 2016 at 8.00pm in Scourie Village Hall 
 

Present: - Mr Donald Fisher - Chair, Mr Neil MacDonald - Vice-Chair, Mr Alistair MacKay - Treasurer,  
Mrs Julie Allen - Secretary, Mr Julian Pearce and Cllr. George Farlow. 

 

Apologies: - Mr Angus MacKay, Cllr. Hugh Morrison. Mr George Leligdowicz, PC George Silcock. 

 

Minutes of the previous meeting: - Approval was proposed by Neil MacDonald and seconded by Julie Allen. 

Matters arising: - Regrettably the Westminster Foundation is unable to consider the Village Hall application within the 

current round of funding. Julie will seek further clarification. 

Council Skip Provision: - Alistair mentioned that he is frequently asked why a skip cannot be sited at Scourie but is unable 

to provide an adequate explanation. He feels it would be beneficial for members of the community to be appraised of the 

Council’s policy in this respect. Cllr Farlow advised that the cost of landfill is now prohibitive so recycling is the norm for 

disposal of unwanted household items. It was noted however, that the distance from Scourie to the nearest transfer 

point is excessive.  The matter will be pursued and discussed further at the next meeting. 

Highland Council:- 

Planning Applications: - Refusal of planning consent was upheld at the recent appeal in respect of the proposed house 

S.E. of the Village Hall. Cllr. Farlow enquired whether permission was granted last September for 3 further hydro-electric 

sites applied for by Rae Forest Estate; Neil advised that the applications were withdrawn following a reduction of the 

‘feed in tariff’ within the renewable energy scheme.   

Proposed closure of Achfary Primary School – S&DCC attended the meeting on 31st May. The Education Department’s 

representative listened to the concerns raised regarding the impact of the catchment area re-allocation. The final 

outcome will be known in October. 

 

Maldie Burn Community Fund: -  

The Treasurer, Alistair MacKay will be the point of contact for applications from now on and Neil will contact George to 

ensure the existing portfolio is forwarded accordingly. 

 

The North West Training Centre: - A letter of thanks has been received from the Chairperson for the donation of £250 

from S&DCC funds to assist in providing adult education. Alistair will liaise with Mrs Meek to complete the necessary 

formalities. 

 

Scourie Community Development Co. Ltd: - 

Geo Centre: - The work to meet the August deadline for submission of ‘phase one’ of the proposal continues. This 

includes finance to appoint consultants, architects, draw up plans and secure purchase of the mineral collection. The 

owner is keen for it to stay within the area for educational purposes and as a legacy project, but there is potential 

competition from other parties who are also interested in purchasing the collection.  

 

North West Highlands Geopark Ltd: - 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 6th July. The major concern is core funding beyond March 2017, when the 

current package expires. Neil will take notes and report the salient points at the next S&DCC monthly meeting. 

 

Scourie Gala: - 

Preparations are in the final stages; new roadside advertising banners 3.5 metres long have arrived and will be displayed 

North and South of Scourie at Laxford and Skiag or Kylesku. 

 

Noticeboard: - 

Neil will chase this again. The Chairman expressed his concerns that this matter has been dragging on for too long and 

must be resolved. 

 

  



Patient Transport Service, North and West Sutherland: - 

The matter is ongoing and Donald will attend forthcoming meetings, David Slater (Chair, Assynt Comm. Ccl.) continues to 

liaise with Rhoda Grant MSP.  

 

 

A.O.C.B.: - 

 

Supersparsity Group: - Cllr Farlow reported that population within the NW Highland is 1 person per square kilometre, this 

is fewer than the Scandinavian regions bordering the Arctic Circle (4.9 per km2). To tackle some of the problems faced in 

their region; these four countries have established a closely collaborating organisation called the Northern Sparsely 

Populated Area Network. Similarly Cllr Farlow hopes to combine the resources of the 5 NW Highland Community Councils 

creating a Supersparsity Group, meeting on a regular basis to find ways of sharing resources and using their combined 

voice with better effect in the face of further cuts. An example given was that 5 Local Development Officer Posts have 

been lost, but perhaps with negotiation a Regional Development Officer position might have been created, thereby 

saving this valuable resource and sharing it within the greater NW Highland Community. Likewise the impact of other cuts 

might be lessened. He will set the date for the preliminary meeting within the next fortnight and hopes 2 representatives 

from each Community Council will attend. 

 

Crash barriers: - Neil raised this issue, there is a real concern that the barriers are so corroded that, in the event of impact 

the barriers will fail resulting in fatality.  It was felt that the Highland Council continues to ignore the issue, despite the 

warnings given at previous meetings. 

 

The next meeting is at 8.00pm on Monday 28th August 2016 in Scourie Village Hall 

 

Meeting closed at 8:50 pm. 

 

 

 

   


