
SCOURIE & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 26th September 2016 at 8.00pm in Scourie Village Hall 
 

Present: - Mr Donald Fisher - Chair, Mr Neil MacDonald - Vice-Chair, Mr Alistair Mackay - Treasurer, 
Mr George Leligdowicz, Mr Julian Pearce, Cllr. Hugh Morrison and Mrs V Crowsley - Minutes  
 
Apologies: - Mrs Julie Allen - Secretary and Mr Angus Mackay. 
 

Minutes of the previous meeting: - Following an agreed minor amendment, approval was proposed by Julian Pearce and 

seconded by Alastair MacKay.  

Matters arising: - None 

 

Highland Council: -  

Planning Applications- None in this area.  

Public Conveniences- T.H.C. proposes to implement an entry fee to help cover costs and has issued a questionnaire which 

must be completed and returned by 30th September. 

Proposed closure of Achfary Primary School- T.H.C. has recently published it’s final recommendation. The concern raised 

by S&DCC in May has been heeded and as a result allocation of the pupil catchment area assigned to Scourie Primary. 

Alistair pointed out that the final decision will be made in a month and there is still a short period in which comment can 

be sent to T.H.C. for consideration. 

 

Maldie Burn Community Fund -  

No applications received so far. 

 

Scourie Community Development Co. Ltd 

Geo Centre - Work to secure the Shelley Collection is still progressing, it is hoped that decisions on the recent funding 

applications will be known by mid October. If the purchase goes ahead the collection will be packed and stored securely 

until the new centre is built.  

 

North West Highlands Geopark Ltd. 

Their latest news-letter was issued last week. 

No updates were available at this time and a discussion followed to find a new S&DCC representative to attend future 

Geopark monthly meetings. However a volunteer could not be found because Geopark meetings are generally held 

during working hours, which precludes the employed. Donald will write a letter to the Geopark Chairman strongly 

requesting that meetings are scheduled for times that are mutually convenient for all parties including the various 

community council representatives.  

 

Noticeboard 

The new board is now in use; a set of push-pins is required and will be purchased shortly. The old board is available to a 

new home should a deserving cause come forward. It needs to be sited in a sheltered location. 

 

Broadband 

No update was available. 

 

Website 

Nothing to report. 

 

Bonfire Night Donation. 

A figure of £300 was agreed in line with previous donations. 

The event will be published in the Scourie News for 2 consecutive months, on the Scourie Website and posters will be 

displayed in the noticeboard. 

 



Duartbeg car park. 

Used toilet paper is littering the car park again. As well as being unsightly it is a health hazard. It was pointed out that this 

problem is becoming widespread in many locations in the area. Donald suggested the Highland Council be approached 

because of the environmental health aspect of this problem. It was noted that the NC500 is putting extra pressure on 

infrastructure and services and some of this might be alleviated if users could be educated by the organisers and the 

police in ‘single track etiquette’ and the country code. 

Cllr Morrison suggested inviting the Waste Management Officer from T.H.C. to attend the next meeting and make this 

issue the main item on the October agenda, to be discussed in full and during the meeting compose a list of suggestions 

to forward to the NC500 Organisers. 

 

MacKay Country Community Trust. 

Donald Mitchell (Ranger) has suggested siting the panel near the bird hide; permission will be sought from Scourie Estate. 

 

NHS Highland 

Consultation has been requested on the response to proposed changes to health and social care provision in Sutherland. 

There is an online questionnaire available for completion. The matter will be discussed next month. 

 

A.O.C.B. 

The ‘Scourie News’ laptop is faulty and must be replaced. The Treasurer feels that this should be funded by S&DCC in line 

with other Scourie News costs paid in the past. Agreement was unanimous. 

 

Verge cutting and white line painting has been delayed; Cllr. Morrison continues to chase T.H.C. on a regular basis. The 

JetPatcher has been here recently to repair the numerous holes in the tarmac. The repairs should be good for 4 to five 

years.  

 

2 skips are to be organised in the near future, one for the village centre and later for the beach clean residue at Camas-

an-Tairidh, plastic & rubber is currently mounded up on the beach waiting to be collected. 

 

George reported that recently a deep pothole has caused tyres to burst along the stretch of road between Laxford Bridge 

and Loch More, it is on the inside edge of the sharp bend under the rock face. Hugh will report it and arrange for a 

suitable repair. 

 

The Remembrance Sunday wreath will be organised in the next few weeks. 

 

The dangerous state of existing crash barriers continues to raise alarm among community councillors.  

 

The recycling bins must be moved from the old depot to an alternative site, but no immediately obvious location, (with 

suitable access for an articulated vehicle) sprung to mind. Clearing an area within the old quarry at Windy Corner might 

be a possibility; it will be discussed again. 

 

The meeting closed at 21:40 

 

The next meeting is at 8.00pm on Monday 31st October 2016 in Scourie Village Hall 

 

 

 

 

   


