
Dates for January 
Mondays: Keep fit @ village hall 

Wednesdays: Yoga @ village hall @ 10.30am 

Thurs 9th & 23rd Camera club @ village hall 

 

Local fundraising 
December saw the residents of Scourie 

putting their hands deep into their 

pockets, helping to raise funds for 

several good causes. The Scourie News 

Christmas greetings edition raised £110 

each for Cancer Research and Scourie Primary School 

with the local card delivery service raising an additional 

£76 for the school. The ever popular Christmas Fayre 

raised over £800 and a well-attended Christmas show 

and concert added another £220 to the coffers. The 

very competitive pub quiz organised by Carol-Anne saw 

the winning team generously donating their prize fund of 

£36 to the primary school. Considering the size of our 

community, these totals are very impressive. Many 

thanks to all who contributed in any way. 

Carol Singing 

The minister & congregation of the Church of Scotland 

welcomed people from the village & visitors from KLB to 

their carol service on 22nd Dec. The collection of £189 

was sent to the Barnabas fund to feed starving and 

persecuted Christians in Muslim countries such as Syria 

& Pakistan. The carol singing was followed by a time of 

fellowship with the usual refreshments, 

 

New Year Greetings 

Cathy MacLeod, Badnabay would like to 

express her thanks to all her friends, family 

and neighbours for the cards and gifts 

received throughout the festive period and 

wished everyone a happy, healthy and 

prosperous 2014.  

Help! 

I qualified in massage therapy and 

reflexology a few years ago, but I've 

got out of practice and am looking 

for feet to practice reflexology, and 

bodies for aromatherapy.  

 Contact Jean on 502275. 

Camera Club 
 

Scourie camera club would like to thank everyone who 

bought a copy of the calendar. This project has been a 

resounding success for the club, and we hope you enjoy it 

throughout the year. We plan to print another one for 

2015, but get it printed in June so that we can sell to 

the summer tourist trade. 

Due to other commitments, we were unable to meet in 

Dec as announced in the newsletter. We will now hold our 

first meeting on 9th Jan, with Roger Lister giving a talk 

on his trip to America. We will also meet on 23rd Jan. 

Seen & Heard 

A local crofter demonstrated an alternative method of 

gathering his sheep by wearing a feed bag on his plaster-

casted foot whilst working at the fank recently, 

requiring his grandson to become his bodyguard and 

fending off the sheep from eating his grandfather’s 

foot! 
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Letters to the editor 
As vice Chair of the Highland Council’s 
Planning, Environment and Development 
Committee, I was somewhat disappointed 

at the criticism from Scourie’s Filling Station’s Vee 
Crowsley of Sutherland councillors. I copy below an 
extract of the minute of the Strategic Committee held 
in the Council Chamber, Council Headquarters, 
Glenurquhart Road, Inverness on Wednesday, way back 
on 18 September 2013. I encouraged the matter to be 
brought to committee. Officers had written to all filling 
stations in the Highlands and were encouraged to write 
again to those who had not replied to London civil 
servants I discussed the matter on the occasions I used 
Scourie Filling Stations since the summer. I fill up 
around the ward about once a week. 
13. Rural Fuel Rebate Pilot Scheme Extension 

Leudachadh Sgeama Pìolait Ais-phàigheadh Connadh 

Dùthchail 
There had been circulated Report No. PED-61-13 (99kb 

pdf) dated 28 August 2013 by the Director of Planning 

and Development bringing Members up to date with UK 

Government proposals to extend the Rural Fuel Rebate 

Scheme to remote rural service stations in the 

Highlands. 

The Economy and Regeneration Manager summarised the 

main points of the report and expressed concern that 

some fuel station owners/site operators had not been 

able to respond to the UK Government’s call for 

information, potentially leading to exclusion of their area 

from the rebate scheme. The Trading Standards 

Manager explained that the reasons for operators not 

replying included that the summer months were very 

busy, and that the operators did not expect any increase 

in throughput from the scheme. The consequences of 

this for local people could be significant, particularly 

where a large postcode area held only one site operator. 

The Vice Chair reported that fuel in North West 

Sutherland was 18p per litre more expensive than in 

Inverness, and that the cost of living in rural areas was 

from 10% to 40% higher than in urban areas, with fuel 

costs being a major contributor to the higher cost of 

living. He urged all Members to lobby for the rebate 

scheme, to ensure no qualifying areas were left out 

because an operator had not responded. 

The Committee welcomed the proposal to extend the 

rural fuel rebate scheme to the Highland mainland and 

AGREED to homologate the submission sent to HM 

Treasury, as contained in Appendix 1 of the report. 

The Report is available at: 
http://www.highland.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/F17EBA1B-

01AE-4241-9CB0-8A4F8EC2E679/0/Item12PED6113.pdf 

Please note that this report helped persuade the UK 
Government to extend the deadline to 06 Dec 2013. All 
these and subsequent issues were widely reported in the 
press and of course on Highland Council’s website. I also 

wrote in the Northern Times about this UK burach. In 
addition, all 6 councillors lobbied extensively their MSPs 
and MPs to extend the deadline and increase the rebate 
together with freezing at least the fuel duty in the 
Chancellor’s budget. People will be aware that the UK 
Treasury takes over 60% of the price of a litre of fuel. 
This becomes punitive when added to the high costs of 
running remote and rural stations, where wholesalers 
recognise no competition. It’s this very tax regime that 
slows down economic growth in Sutherland. 
You can imagine the distress that the UK Government’s 
response caused the Highland Councillors when no filling 
stations in Sutherland were put forward, particularly 
when 2 filling stations that had closed some years ago 
were nominated for rebate in Ross-shire. Thanks to the 
lobbying across party, an extension has been allowed, but 
I note the continued inability for HM Treasury to 
support remote and rural Highlands. 
The three councillors in North West and Central 
Sutherland support for Scourie is second to none: 
harbour, pavilion, and hall etc. We cannot be everywhere 
at once, dealing with all issues all the time in an area the 
size of Luxembourg, but we work hard for all Scourie 
folk in Inverness and in Edinburgh. The Councillors just 
ask for a fair hearing. 
I try to buy as much fuel in the ward as possible on the 
basis that we must use it or lose it. I noted on the way 
through Inverness on Friday night that diesel was £1.36 
per litre. I look forward to the day when an elected 
Scottish Government can deliver a fairer fuel price 
across Scotland. 
Deagh dhùrachd – Best Wishes 

Councillor George Farlow 

North West and Central Sutherland Ward 

 
The letter from Vee Crowsley assumes clairvoyance is 
available to me to know how she feels about outrageous 
petrol prices. By contacting me we could get over the 
supernatural powers issue and get a job done. 
The shambles of the LibDem/Tory London coalition over 
road fuel and heating fuel prices is a disgrace. Scotland is 
oil and gas rich and yet London politicians merely tinker at 
the price margins. A Scottish fuel price regulator would seek 
to stabilise prices across the country and cut out the 
profiteering. The Office of Fair Trading admits in veiled 
terms that small places far from fuel sources miss out. They 
suggest competition is the answer. We know that is unlikely 
with such low volumes consumed and bought in places like 
Scourie.  
Our local MP scurried after his Treasury pal Danny 
Alexander to cover the area in Caithness and Sutherland 
blatantly missed out of their mainland fuel rebate scheme. 
Fortunately Scourie still has pumps unlike Strathpeffer and 
Achnasheen that Danny included in the first version of his 
discount scheme. 
A Scottish fuel tax system in the power of the Scots 
Parliament can end the fuel price hike we experience under 
London rule. 
  

Yours sincerely, 
Rob Gibson SNP MSP, Caithness, Sutherland and Ross 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/F17EBA1B-01AE-4241-9CB0-8A4F8EC2E679/0/Item12PED6113.pdf
http://www.highland.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/F17EBA1B-01AE-4241-9CB0-8A4F8EC2E679/0/Item12PED6113.pdf


T: 01971 521238 E: northwest.tc@virgin.net 
W: http://northwesttrainingcentre.weebly.com 
 

Scourie Weather 
 
December was wet and windy. 

The month’s total is the highest for any month since 

Alasdair Wood started keeping records in 1992 with 272 

mm. The wettest day was 26th with 22.8 mm, and there 

were 3 days with no rain. Average min and 

max temperatures were 5.2 deg and 9.4 deg, with the 

lowest temp of 0.1 deg on 6th and a high of 13.5 deg on 

the 11th. Towards the end of the month we experienced 

a pattern of low pressure systems, resulting in gales with 

thunder and lightning. Windspeeds of 116 mph were 

recorded on Lewis. The pressure dropped to 942 mb on 

24th of the month. Due to an electrical problem, the 

solar panels have not been producing from 26th. 6.4 kW 

were produced to this date, at an average of 0.25. 

 

 
 

The total annual rainfall for 2013 was 1425 mm, 32 mm 

above the 20 year average. December was the wettest 

month recorded since 1992, while March was the 

driest March since 1992 with 41 mm 

 

 
 

Village Hall 
 

The hall committee hopes everyone who attended, 

enjoyed the open-house party held in the hall on the 

first day of the year. It is intended to hold a Burns’ 

supper later in January – watch around the village for 

posters with details. 

Although there was not a huge turn-out, the 80’s disco 

successfully raised £500 for hall funds and  included  

guest appearances from Wham, Madonna, Cher, Michael 

Jackson & Diego Maradonna. 

 

 

Creative Writing – have you a story to tell, a poem to 

write a blog to share? Inspiration for all, everyone 

welcome. 
 

Digital Skills at KLB – do you need a hand with 

computing basics or did you get a new device at 

Christmas and want to get up to speed? Get in touch for 

friendly help and support. 

 

Elementary Food Hygiene (REHIS) – learn the latest 

in Food Hygiene on this 1 day accredited course. 

 

Emergency First Aid – gain accreditation on this 1 

day course. 

 

Measuring up for Sewing – sewing machine and 

pattern basics - 2 half day sessions. 

 

On the Move with Maps – learn how to use a compass 

and basic map reading for safety out and about – 1 

short classroom session and 1 session outdoors. 
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Scourie Community 

Development Company 

 

The building of changing rooms at the football 

pitch is progressing well and is on schedule for 

completion in the spring. Our current development 

officer, Angus MacKay, has decided to retire 

from his post this month, but has agreed to 

oversee the changing room project until 

completion. The development company would like 

to express their thanks and appreciation for all 

Angus’ tireless work and endless form filling which 

has resulted in several successful projects. 

 

 

Poetry Corner 

 
White Elephant 

 

On yonder hill there stands a mast 

Its ages since it was used last 

Why is it there we hear you ask 

What is the reason, what’s its task 

 

Legend says it’s a repeating station 

For telephones throughout the nation 

It should bring Vodaphone to local users 

But its failure rate makes us all losers 

 

Whilst paddling the internet (too slow to surf here) 

I saw an advert on E-bay for a mast that’s quite near 

One careless owner, not used very much 

Our phone doesn’t work so you can’t get in touch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggestion box 
 

A postbox has been placed in Scourie Stores, courtesy 

of Clive & Ellen Parker, for anyone to post their ideas & 

suggestions for entries into the Scourie News and for 

village events, which will be emptied regularly and passed 

on to the relevant committees. Let’s see if we can make 

2014 a busy, fun-filled year for the whole community. 

 

mailto:scourienews@btinternet.com

