
Dates for July 
Tues 1st KLB High School prize giving 

Wed 2nd Schools commonwealth day, Durness 

Thurs 3rd Schools close @ 12 noon for holidays 

Sat 19th  KLB Gala 

Fri 25th  Durness Highland Gathering 

Sat 26th Ceilidh Trail @ village hall 

 

Maldie hydro scheme  

is officially commissioned 
 

RWE Innogy UK’s first hydroelectric storage scheme in 

Scotland was officially inaugurated on Thursday 22 May 

2014 by His Grace the Duke of Westminster. 

Members of the local community joined invited guests on 

a tour of the 4 megawatts (MW) Maldie hydroelectric 

storage scheme, visiting the powerhouse and weir and 

viewing first-hand the process of renewable electricity 

generation. Maldie took 20 months to construct with 

fifty-four percent of the civil contractor spend going to 

suppliers and subcontractors in Scotland. Around 25 jobs 

were created during the construction phase. 

The Duke of Westminster said: “Being a part of the 

planning process and witnessing the construction of the 

Maldie hydroelectric scheme has been fascinating.   

“I am delighted at the environmentally sensitive manner 

in which the construction works have been carried out, 

taking account of rare animal and bird species as well as 

our natural landscape and grateful that life on the 

Estate could carry on with minimal disruption.” 

 RWE Innogy UK’s senior project manager Mary Drury 

said: “The construction of Maldie was challenging as 

particular care had to be taken to ensure the hydro 

scheme would fit in with its surroundings. The power 

house has been semi-buried and the pipeline and grid 

cable completely buried to ensure that any construction 

works blend into the local environment.  

“The presence of protected species such as otters and 

red and black throated divers required active habitat 

management solutions.”  RWE Innogy UK will provide a 

community benefit in excess of £320,000 over the next 

forty years with the community taking the lead on how it 

should be used. 

Donald Fisher, Chair of Scourie & District Community 

Council said: “We warmly welcome the support provided 

to our remote and fragile community via the Maldie 

Community Benefit Fund.   

“An award has already been made to the Scourie Sports 

Pavilion Project, an extremely important community-led 

scheme which will significantly enhance the available 

sports facilities across the community, with particular 

benefits for our younger people.” 

Roderick Kerr, Chair of Assynt Community Council, is also 

supportive of the community fund.  He said: “Assynt 

Community Council has made its first awards from the 

fund to support local projects including the Assynt 

Festival Group, the Playground Group, the 'Skiff' group 

and the transport group, Connect Assynt.  We look 

forward to benefiting other groups in the future. ”   

The project not only supplies energy to the grid; it has 

also involved the upgrading of an ‘off grid’ Reay Forest 

Estate hydro power scheme which means that the energy 

needs of various houses and associated buildings on the 

estate will continue to be met. 

RWE Innogy UK is a leading developer of small scale 

hydro with 22 operational schemes in the UK generating 

around 78 MW of power and several more schemes in 

development and construction. 

For further information on RWE Innogy UK’s hydro 

portfolio in the UK and on the Maldie hydroelectric 

scheme please visit: www.rweinnogy.com/maldie  
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Seen & Heard 
A recently appointed headteacher with a 

fondness for cats was very happy to rehouse 

a pupil’s cat when she was asked. However the 

cat obviously had second thoughts about 

his move, so left his new home in Stoer 

only to turn up back in Scourie several 

months later! 

Letter to Editor 

Just a wee note of sincere thanks to Ken and Madeline 

Stephen for all the superb service and delicious meals 

enjoyed by me and other BAM employees at the Scourie 

Guest House, whilst we were constructing the Maldie 

Power Station. 

The food was always fantastic and our accommodation 

really comfortable and perfect for our stay. 

I have asked Madeline for the secret to her broccoli – 

divine (I am not passing it on – you will just have to stay 

there yourself). 

Many thanks, 

Jim Anderson 

 

For Sale 

Conway Challenger trailer tent 

Opens out to 2 double beds 

Gas hob included 

£600 ONO 

 

16 foot lobster boat 

£700 ONO 

 

Steel shed kit 

Brand new in packaging 

2 doors (1 manual/ 1 electric) 

£6,000 OVNO 

 

Set of golf clubs with balls 

£50 ONO 

 

8 foot trampoline with safety net 

£50 ONO 

 

FREE TO UPLIFT 

NEW OWNER TO COLLECT 

 

Branston Piano 

 

Chest Freezer 

85x55x84 cm 

 

For all of the above contact 

Janice on 502229 

 
 

Kinlochbervie 

Youth Summer Activities 
 

July 

8th Landmark 8am-6.45pm £10 (Carrbridge) 

9th Fusion Night Ullapool in Lochbroom Leisure Centre 
2.30-8.30pm Free 

11th Cinema 9.30am-8.30pm £8 (Inverness) 

25
th

 Fusion in the cabin  5-8pm  free Kinlochbervie  

29th Paintball 7.30am-5.30pm £20 (Wildwoodz, Tore) 

31st Highland Wildlife Park 8am-7pm £8 (Kincraig) 

 

August 

5th Bowling 9.30am-7.30pm £6 (Inverness) 

7th Laser Strike 8am-4.30pm £15 (Wildwoodz, Tore) 

 

All activities outside of Kinlochbervie will depart from and 
return to Kinlochbervie High School at the times given 
above.  

Activities are open to all High School age 

Booking open from 26th June 2014 

Places are limited so to avoid disappointment book early 

Booking will only be confirmed when payment is made and 
youth work consent form is completed if not done previously 

For more information, contact  

Yvonne Boa 07825754850  

To book any activities post or pop in to 

Community Education Office, Kinlochbervie High 
School 

Email yvonne.boa2@highlifehighland.com 

https://www.facebook.com/kinlochbervieydo 

 

Beachcomber retires 
 

After 10 years of voluntary service, Dr Lawrence 

Lambert has decided to retire from his role of 

community beach cleaner. Dr Lambert has spent most 

days, for the last several years, walking along the shore 

collecting rubbish and ensuring that our beach is litter 

free. The community would like to thank Lawrence for 

his hard work in ensuring that 

Scourie beach is a pleasant place to 

visit. It is now up to the community 

to continue his hard work.  

 

 

mailto:yvonne.boa2@highlifehighland.com


Scourie Pavilion  

Opening Ceremony 
 

The Scourie Sports Pavilion - a new community owned 

sports facility was opened on Saturday 7 June 2014 by 

Lady Jane Grosvenor The ceremony was followed by the 

annual Far North Shinty Sixes competition.  
 

 
 

Lady Jane Grosvenor cuts the ribbon with Neil MacDonald, Chair 
of Scourie Community Development Company. 

Picture Credit : Steven Gourlay / HIE 

 

Dear All 

 

Just to say a very big thank you from both Carole and I 

for a truly fantastic day. 

Please pass on our thanks to Henry and the other Board 

members and to all involved in making Saturday such a 

great occasion.  

Kind Regards 

Charles Findlay  

Development Manager  

Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
 

 

 
 

Attendees of the event with various shinty teams. 
Picture Credit : Steven Gourlay / HIE 

 
 

 A shinty match in progress. 
Picture Credit : Steven Gourlay / HIE 

 

 

 
(L-R) Neil MacDonald, Chair of Scourie Community Development 
Company, Donald Fisher, Scourie Community Council and Charles 

Findlay, Development Manager, HIE. 
Picture Credit : Steven Gourlay / HIE 

 

 
 

A shinty match in progress. 
Picture Credit : Steven Gourlay / HIE 

 

 
 



Shinty Sixes 
 

 

An amazing day of Shinty was held in Scourie recently 

when KLB Camanachd hosted the Far North Sixes 

following the opening of the fantastic new pavilion. 

Teams from Ullapool, Lewis, Uist and Glengarry travelled 

up to be part of the day. There were 31 games in total 

between the two categories, 14 & Under and Open. 

Despite strong opposition and tough games both sections 

were won by KLB Camanachd Teams. Huge thanks go to 

all the help and support from parents and community 

members who contribute to making the day a success. 

 

SCOURIE SPORTS  

PAVILION OPENING 
 

In heat wave conditions, the brand- new Scourie Sports 

Pavilion was opened on Saturday 7th June by Lady Jane 

Grosvenor, followed by the annual Far North Shinty 

Sixes competition. A great crowd turned out for the 

cutting of the tape, and the new car park was full to 

capacity. 

Scourie Community Development Company (SCDC) led on 

the project as part of its community- led development 

plan. The company secured a lease for land adjacent to 

the sports field in the village from Highland Council. It 

went on to secure planning permission for the ambitious 

project to build a sports pavilion that would support, 

encourage and develop the wide range of outdoor 

activities which regularly take place here. 

Building works commenced in November 2013, completing 

in April 2014, on time and to budget.  

Neil MacDonald, Chairman of SCDC, said “We are 

delighted with the new facility, and were fortunate to 

have had an excellent winter weather-wise for the 

building works, which were carried out to a very high 

standard. The Pavilion will be a great asset to all in the 

community for years to come”. 

Support for the £300,000 project was secured with 

public finance from Highlands and Islands Enterprise 

(HIE), Highland LEADER and The Highland Council and 

with private finance from Lady Grosvenor, The Anne, 

Duchess of Westminster Charity and the Westminster 

Foundation. 

SCDC is further supported by HIE’s Strengthening 

Communities team in order to develop and implement a 

community-led development plan. 

Charles Findlay from HIE, said: “This opening event is a 

real celebration of the hard work and dedication put in 

by members of the entire Scourie community to create 

this Pavilion. We are delighted that work is completed 

and it is fitting that the Far North Shinty Sixes 

competition be held on the same day. The project is an 

investment which is a tangible asset to the local 

community and which should benefit the wider local 

economy.” 

The Sports Pavilion is run by a very capable sub- 

committee of the company, with volunteer support.  

In the evening, a Dance with Blue Ridge was held in a 

packed Scourie Village Hall, with a licensed bar being 

provided by the Hall Committee. 

Grateful thanks are due to all the volunteers who 

generously gave their time in every way to make the 

opening a very special day for Scourie, and to the 

Mackenzie family for the excellent lunch for the opening 

party. Many thanks also to everyone who sold and kindly 

donated raffle prizes in aid of Sports Pavilion Funds, 

including the Scottish Premier Division Football Clubs, 

Gilmour Sports, DCR Sports, Bell’s Seafood, Scrabster, 

Loch Duart Ltd, Fergussons Coal, Scourie Hotel, the 

Shorehouse Restaurant, Tarbet, Eddrachilles Hotel, the 

Mackenzie Family, Scourie Filling Station, Scourie 

Stores, Barbara Barnetson and Donald & Wendy Fisher. 

 

Pavilion Fundraising 
Teas and coffees were available from the pavilion 

kitchen during the recent primary school sports in aid of 

funds for the sports pavilion running costs. An amazing 

£85.41 was raised, thanks to the hard work of Lorna 

MacInnes and Gina Flett who worked in the kitchen all 

day and to the parents who donated baking and soup. 



KLB High visit Vancouver 

 
An amazing week was had by all in Vancouver. Two 

Scourie pupils were part of the 16 strong group who 

spent two out of the five days with the Vancouver Police 

Dept as part of the Robert McBeath VC project. The 

group were treated to a trip on the Police vessel the RG 

McBeath and the marine squad rib, the visited the 

Mounted Squad, Gladstone High School, the Tactical 

Training Centre, the grave side to pay their respects and 

of course HQ to see McBeath’s gold watch. The 

remaining days were spent fitting in as many activities as 

possible including visiting Grouse Mountain, Capilano 

Suspension Bridge, Boeing, Fort Langley, Hells Gate and 

the Othello Tunnels. 

 

 
 

FEIS CHATAIBH CEILIDH TRAILERS 

CEILIDH & DANCE  

SCOURIE VILLAGE HALL 

SATURDAY 26th JULY at 7.30pm 

ALL WELCOME.   

SEE POSTERS for DETAILS. 

 

Letter in reply 

 

Further to the letter in June's edition of Scourie News 

from 'The Tribe' 

 

I was shocked and extremely distressed to see myself 

targeted in a vindictive manner in this meant to be 

community newsletter. 

I try to keep myself to myself, attack no-one speak to 

very few and indeed live practically like a hermit. 

Last year Jan 14th I was on Skye preparing to return 

home with cats whom I had had neutered, this was to be 

a continuation with a vet over there just as convenient at 

the time for me as going to Rogart or Dingwall.  As most 

will know that day my husband was found dead, and I am 

afraid having my other cats neutered went completely 

out of my mind. Further events in my life none of them 

attributed to myself have occurred hence life has been 

extremely difficult, 

The person whom chose to include me in his epistle has 

agreed it was me he was targeting why I have no idea, 

can only think he was trying to distract attention from 

himself. 

My cats are not rough they are sweet animals loved and 

cared for, I would point out they are still animals as such 

I cannot control their instincts to others, especially if 

they sense antagonism. 

I am without transport just now hoping to be able at 

some point to get another car, then I will have the three 

boys neutered. 

My suggestion is this: instead of sitting in a house 

targeting someone who has done nothing untoward, keep 

yourself and your mind busy. 

 

Mrs L J Johnstone (my cats cannot type) 

 

Camera Club 
 

We have now decided to halt meetings for the summer 

months. Our next meeting will be in September. We will 

however be having an outing one weekend with 

opportunities of photography and a picnic. The Scourie 

Calendar is progressing, and will soon be with the printer. 

 

Disclaimer 
 

The editor would like it to be known that any items 

featured in the Scourie News, current and previous 

editions, do not reflect the opinions of the editor or the 

community council. Articles are inserted at the 

contributors’ request. 

 

 

 



Ranger Service Activities 
 

Scourie - garnets and dikes Thu 3rd 

Coastal walk, fine views, seabirds, geology, wild flowers, 

signs of Otters. Meet at Scourie beach bird hide. 

10:30am- 1pm.  Grade B. Adults £3.00, conc. £2.00, 

family £8.00. 

Rockpools Adventure at Achmelvich Tue 15th  

We have some of the best rockpools in the British Isles. 

Join us to meet some of the really weird wildlife living 

here. Rocks can be steep and slippery. Meet at 

Achmelvich Beach Car Park 1.5miles off the B869. Time: 

3:30pm- 5pm. Grade A. Adults free with accompanying 

children, conc. £2.00.  

Scourie - north shoreThu 17th   

Guided coastal walk with outstanding views, moorland, 

seabirds, bit of geology, rough walking - no paths. Meet 

at Scourie pier car park. 10:30am- 1:30pm. Grade C. 

Adults £3.00, conc. £2.00, family £8.00.  

Puffin Walk Mon 14th, 21st, 28th  

Guided walk to visit the small colony of Puffins at Faraid 

head, walking across beautiful Balnakeil beach and 

returning through the amazing dunes. Meet at Balnakeil 

beach car park. Time: 2pm- 4pm. Grade B. Adults £3.00, 

conc. £2.00, family £8.00.  

The Snail & The Whale Wed  23rd    

This is the tale of the tiny snail and the great big grey-

blue humpback whale; theatre workshop for families with 

children 4-10yrs. Meet at Durness Visitor Information 

Centre. Time: 2pm- 4pm.  Children £2.00. Adults go free 

with accompanying children.  

Birds by Birdsong Thu 24th  

Lighthearted introduction to bird watching for all the 

family in the most spectacular scenery at Little Assynt . 

Learn to recognise some bird calls and have some fun 

using our birdmike. Meet at Leitir Easaidh Car Park on 

the A837 six miles east of Lochinver. 11am- 2pm.  Grade 

B. Adults £3.00, conc. £2.00, family £8.00.  

Illustrated talk on Whales and Dolphins Wed 30th   

Whales and Dolphins seen around Assynt. Meet at Assynt 

Visitor Centre, Main Street Lochinver. Time: 7pm- 8pm.  

Adults £3.00, conc. £2.00, family £8.00.  

Scourie - seacliffs Thu 31st   

Guided coastal walk, excellent views, sea caves, seabirds, 

Otter signs. Meet at Free Church car park at the south 

end of Scourie village. Time: 10:30am- 1:30pm.  

Grade C. Adults £3.00, conc. £2.00, family £8.00.  

 

For further information, contact Donald Mitchell on 

01971 511756 or email donald.mitchell@highland.gov.uk 

 or Andy or Roz Summers on 01571 844654 or email 

andy.summers@highland.gov.uk. 

 

 

 

 

Driver Required 

 

Pete Hill is walking the coast of Britain this year.  He set 

off in Feb from Southampton and is currently at 

Stranraer.  He's bought a motor home to do it and had 

lots of volunteers to drive for a week so he and the 

driver have a place to sleep and eat each night. He is 

currently drawing a complete blank trying to find a 

driver for the weeks 23rd August to 13th September 

when he's walking Durness to Peterhead. Pete is raising 

money for MS and spinal injuries charities as he walks, 

writes a blog a couple of times a week and you can see 

where he is as he walks all on his webpage 

http://gbcoastwalk.com/ 

Please send on to anyone you can think of that might 

drive or have an idea of how to find someone who might. 

Pete's e mail address is peter_hill@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weather for June 
 

We had 69.3 mm of rain during the month, compared to 

the 20 year average of 76mm. 16 mm fell on the 23rd, 

and more than 1 mm was recorded on 16 days. The 

minimum temperature has almost stayed above 10 

degrees C for the whole month, with it dropping below on 

two occasions. The average was 11.5 deg C, the coldest 

was 8 deg C on the 26th, and the warmest minimum was 

14 deg C on the 10th. The maximum average temp was 

16.7 deg C, with a high of 21 deg C on the 8th, and the 

lowest maximum of 13 deg C on the 6th. Air pressure has 

stayed around 30 inches (1015 mb) for almost the whole 

month. The solar panels have produced 342 kW, an 

average of 13.7 per day. We had over 20 kW on 4 days 

with a high of 24 kW on 8th. 

There was a week of low cloud and mist in the middle of 

the month. 

 

Compiled by Aileen MacDonald on behalf of  

Scourie Community Council 

Printed by BAM Nutall 

Contact scourienews@btinternet.com 
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