
Dates for September 
Mon 1st & 8th NO Aerobics class 

Mon 8th BLAS festival@ village hall 

Thurs 25th Camera club 

Thurs 25th & Fri 26th Pupils off school (In-service days) 

 

Seen & Heard 
 

Lots of local residents have been taking part 

in the recent crazy which has been sweeping 

the nation, the ice bucket 

challenge, resulting in thousands 

of pounds having been raised for various 

charities. Look on Facebook for some 

hilarious videos. 

COMMUNITY BROADBAND 

We all know too well the challenges associated with poor 

broadband. For this reason, Scourie Community 

Development Company Ltd, together with Scourie & 

District Community Council, contacted Community 

Broadband Scotland to explore the potential for a 

community broadband solution for Scourie. 

Community Broadband Scotland (CBS) is a Scottish 

Government initiative. It inspires, supports and 

empowers remote and rural communities across Scotland 

to establish community broadband networks, delivering 

improved connectivity which will transform the way 

communities live, work and learn. You can find out more 

about CBS on their website 

www.communitybroadbandscotland.org 

CBS’s focus is those areas least likely to benefit from 

the Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband (DSSB) 

rollouts. DSSB will deliver next generation access over 

fibre based infrastructure to 85% of premises in 

Scotland by the end of 2015, and 95% of premises by 

the end of 2017. You can find out more about the Digital 

Scotland rollouts at www.digitalscotland.org 

CBS has been established to work with the 5% of 

premises considered least likely to benefit from DSSB. 

The CBS Start Up Fund helps communities with the costs 

involved in establishing local community broadband 

solutions. 

Initial indications are that there is likely to be some 

partial DSSB coverage in Scourie towards the end of the 

rollout. As this coverage is likely to be partial and is not 

scheduled until the end of the programme, CBS is able to 

work with the community to progress a community-led 

solution. 

The first step is to undertake a community survey to 

ascertain the demand for an improved broadband service 

in the area. Look out for the survey which is being 

distributed in the next few days. Please fill it in and 

return to the drop-box in Scourie Stores by Friday 12th 

September. 

A public meeting will be held in Scourie Hall on 

Wednesday 1st October at 7pm. Please come along to 

find out more. All welcome. 

 

Camera Club 
 

Meetings for the Scourie camera club will resume on 

Thursday 25th Sept in the village hall. Everyone is 

welcome to attend. Be ready with your “Spirit of 

Scourie” pictures. The following special evening has been 

arranged and it is hoped that a large gathering will 

welcome our special guest.  

Thursday 16th Oct  

Scourie Camera Club "Open Night"  

Photographic display by Andy Kirby,  

East Sutherland Camera Club 

 "Cuba behind the lens - an Island on the cusp of change" 

 

Meetings will then continue fortnightly with the next 

date being Thursday 30th Oct.  
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Village Hall 
All bookings for the village hall should be made through 

Donna Flett on 502078.If you have made a booking and 

then find you no longer require the hall please could you 

let Donna know, then the hall is available for someone  

else and (more importantly for you) you won't get 

charged for it. The hall is no longer used by the pre-

school group, so is more available for whole day or week 

events, It is therefore even more 

important that bookings are made and not 

assumed, so as to avoid double-bookings. 

 

BLAS festival 
 

This year's BLAS festival is coming to Scourie hall on 

Monday September 8th, and features James Graham, 

Suzanne Houston, Carol-Anne Mackay, Catriona MacLeod, 

Rhona Sutherland and special guests - our own Feis an  

Iar Tuath.  There will be opportunities to sample free 

local food during the interval.  Drinks will be on sale 

during the evening.  As last year we are offering a 

special promotion price to Scourie News readers.  Cut  

out the coupon and bring along on the night to get the 

special prices of £10 per adult, £8 per senior citizen, £3 

for children and £25 for families.  A saving of many 

pounds.  Come and join us for what promises to be a 

spectacular night of first class entertainment.  The 

concert starts at 7.30pm, with doors open at 7ish and 

tickets are on sale at the door. 

     

Baxter's Loch Ness Marathon 
 

Hi Folks 

Most of you will know that I am running the Loch Ness 

Marathon this year in aid of Alzheimer's Scotland.  I 

know you are bombarded with requests for sponsorship, 

but I would be really grateful if anyone would sponsor 

me, even a few pounds for this great cause.  Mum was 

diagnosed with Alzheimer's in May of this year and is 

currently being supported by a Link Worker from this 

organisation.  I would love to be able to repay them with 

a little money to enable them to keep up this valuable 

work.   

I have created a page on the Just Giving website.  The 

link is www.justgiving.com/lesley-Cherry If you prefer I 

also have some old-fashioned sponsor sheets!   

Many thanks for reading this email and think of me on 

Sunday 28th September - I'll be hurting!! 

 

Lesley Cherry 

 
 

Scourie Detectives Fun Day 
 

Thanks to all those who turned out to support the Fun 

Day on the 23rd August, especially the helpers who gave 

up their time to make it so good. We started on Friday 

with the aliens landing in in Gardeners Cottage garden, 

with an eerie glow to be seen from all around. 

Unfortunately it was a cold night so no moths to show 

for our efforts. Still, there was plenty on in the Hall - 

where you could be a detective, find the fish, paint 

stones, feed the fish, look at the wondrous beasties and 

hideous samples or make your own earth model to eat. 

Not to mention eat some lovely food and buy some great 

bread, cards and crafts! 

Don and Laura headed down the beach with a group, 

looking at the geology and finding lots of animals. A 

definite hit with all, they found a lot by turning stones 

and raking the sands! Thanks to both of them – everyone 

had a ball. Congratulations also to our competition 

winners. 

This was a great way for Scourie Detectives to bow out. 

It's been fun doing it these past few years and thanks 

to everyone for their support. Now I think it’s time to 
hand the baton over to someone else – over to you! 

 

Scourie Rocks 
 Find out what makes the geology special in the 

Northwest Highland Geopark.  The Macphail centre is 

running a supported self-study SQA geology course with 

tutor Peter Harrison.  The course consists 3 units; rocks 

and minerals, earth physics and earth movements, earth 

history.  Each unit is about 40 hours work and there will 

be a short fieldwork project.  Once these are completed 

then an intermediate 2 or higher geology exam can be 

sat next May.  This is the last time this exam will be 

offered.  Tuition is free, the cost for registration for 

the SQA int2 is £40.  There will be 4 day schools one in 

October, December, March and April.  Further details 

from the Macphail centre on 01854 613336, email 

macphailcentre@hotmail.co.uk or speak to Pete Harrison 

any evening on 01854 612568. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WEEKLY FITNESS CLASSES  

@ SCOURIE 
 

  Although there is no Aerobics class for the next two 

weeks, it is usually held on Mondays 7-8pm and is £16 for 

a block of 4 classes or £5, pay as you go.  Yoga is held on 

Wednesday's at 10.30am till 11.30am.  £4 per class.  

Participants need to wear comfortable clothing and 

trainers for aerobics.  A mat is also useful.  Yoga is 

based on the Iyengar school of yoga.  

Aerobics is half exercise to music 

and half yoga postures and 

toning exercises. Both 

classes are held in the village 

hall and ran by Lesley Cherry. 

 

WEEKLY FITNESS CLASSES 

@ KINLOCHBERVIE 
 

Zumba classes resume in KLB village hall  

Thursday 4th September @ 6.30pm. 

Everyone is welcome 

  
 

WEEKLY FITNESS CLASSES 

@ LOCHINVER 
SPINNING:Starts Thursday 4th September 6 - 7pm 

                    Weekly session until 11th December! 

                    Weekly booking essential,  

                    High energy cycling exercise .  

 AEROBICS: Starts Tuesday 2nd September 6 - 7pm 

                     Weekly session until 9th December! 

                     NO need to Book! 

                     All welcome, progressive sessions  

                     Suitable  for most fitness levels. 

                   60  minute energetic cardio/aerobic workout 

FIT 2 CHANGE: Fridays 11am - 12pm 

                          Weekly sessions until  Friday 12th Dec. 

                          No need to book, all welcome. 

                          Light to moderate cardio & strength    

                          circuit training . 

                          Suitable for all fitness levels  

HIGH LIFE INCLUSIVE, PAYG £3.20, CONC £2.10, 

YOUNG SCOT £1.65, BUDGET £0.50 

  

Assynt Leisure Sport, 

Youth & Learning centre, 

Culag New Pier 

Lochinver. Tel 01571 844123 

Email: kelly:assyntleisure.co.uk 

 

 

T: 

01971 521238  

E: northwest.tc@virgin.net 

W: http://northwesttrainingcentre.weebly.com 

 

Basketweaving Mon 8 Sep 10:00-16:00 1 day course. 

Creative Writing Fri 12 11:00-15:00 1st of 3 monthly 

workshops, beginners welcome. 

Digital Skills at KLB every Mon or Thur 11:30-13:00 or 

14:00-15:30 do you need a hand with computing basics or 

help with a new IT device? Get in touch for friendly help 

and support. 

Employability Club: Help with CVs, ICT, Job 

Applications, ring to book a convenient time. 

Indian Cookery Sat 27 Sep 13:00-17:30 1 of 2 

workshops. 

COMING UP: OCTOBER 2 
ENROL ON COURSES CHEESE & WINE EVENT  
16:00-19:00 Kinlochbervie High School. 

 

 Weather 
 

A very wet month with nearly 200 mm of rain so far. 

Most of this fell on 11th with 54 mm (Dundonnell 

recorded 126 mm!). Some damage occurred at Duartmore 

where the road was washed away near the old bridge. 

Our vegetables were under water for a couple of days, 

but it soon drained away. We fared a lot better than 

some people in the Ullapool area. Another 23 mm in the 

remaining days of the month will beat the previous high 

rainfall for August of 213 mm, recorded by Alistair 

Woods in 1992. No rain was recorded on four days only. 

The average min and max temperatures are 10.4 and 15.5 

deg C. The highest minimum temp was 13 deg on 4th and 

7th, while the lowest min was 7 dec on 24th. The 

temperature dropped below 10 deg for the first time 

since 4th June on 18th Aug. Highest maximum was 21 on 

4th and 6th, with a low max of 11 deg on 19th. The solar 

panels have produced 328 kW, an average of 11.7, with a 

high of 20.71 on 8th. 

Pete Tuck 

 

 

 

 



BLAS Concert 

Monday September 8th at 7.30pm 

BLAS Concert 

Monday September 8th at 7.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cut out and present at the door 

Coupon entitles your household to  

special promotion prices of  

£10 per adult, £8 per senior citizen,  

£3 for school children and £25 families. 

No coupon, no discount. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLAS Concert 

Monday September 8th at 7.30pm 

Cut out and present at the door 

Coupon entitles your household to 

special promotion prices of 

£10 per adult, £8 per senior citizen, 

£3 for school children and £25 families. 

No coupon, no discount. 

Only one household per coupon. 

 

  Disclaimer 
The editor would like it to be known that any items featured in the Scourie News do not necessarily 

 reflect the opinions of the editor or the community council. Articles are inserted at the contributors’ request. 

Edited & compiled by Aileen MacDonald  

on behalf of Scourie & District Community Council 
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