
Dates for June 
Mon 1st School in-service day; pupils off 

Thur 4th & 18th Camera club 

Sat 6th Shinty 6s @ pitch; dance @ hall 

Wed 17th ASG Primary sports day @ Durness 

Wed 17th Mobile library van 

Sat 20th Football event @ pitch in aid of hospice 

Tuesdays Ju-jitsu @ 6pm 

Thursdays Running club & football training @ pitch 

 

Scourie Gala 
Plans are well underway for this 

year’s gala events to be held on 

July 31st/ August 1st/ 2nd. A 

packed programme has been 

drawn up with attractions to 

appeal to all ages. At the next 

meeting, a rota of duties will be 

drawn up. The more people who help out, the less each 

person will have to do, so all volunteers would be 

greatly appreciated. If you are willing to help run a 

stall or take a stint behind the bar or help in any way 

at all, please add your name to the list in the Scourie 

Stores or contact the gala group on 

aileen.macdonald@btinternet.com  

                  

GAELIC PLACENAMES LEAFLETS 
 

Ian Munro, a Scourie native and fluent Gaelic speaker, 

has recently completed Gaelic Placenames leaflets for 

Scourie, Tarbet and Handa. Each illustrated leaflet has 

a useful map and Gaelic to English translation of the 

intriguing names in our landscape. Thanks to Ian, many 

local names now have their Gaelic origins revealed once 

again, and provide us with valuable insights into the 

past. 

We hope Ian will be free to join us later in the year to 

give us a detailed talk on reading our Gaelic landscape. 

Publication of the leaflets was supported by local 

Gaelic group, Am Parbh, and they are available from 

Scourie Stores and other local outlets. 

 

 
 

The Whisky Bar at the Eddrachilles Hotel has been 

chosen by Scottish Field Magazine to be part of their 

 “Scottish Field Whisky Bar of the Year 2015" 

competition. It is by invite only and they are competing 

against 25 of the biggest and best Whisky bars across 

Scotland. The winner will be the bar that gets the most 

votes. So Richard and Isabelle need all the votes they 

can get! They are the only bar selected from 

Sutherland or Caithness and if you would like to vote 

for them, you should go to 

www.scottishfield.co.uk/votenow  where you will also 

see the list of bars and get an idea of who they are up 

against.  

 

AGM  
 

The annual general meeting  

of the  

Scourie and District Community Council  

will be held on  

Monday 29th June  

at 8pm  

in Scourie Village Hall. 

 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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St Andrews Shinty 

Members of Kinlochbervie Camanachd travelled to St 

Andrews on the May Day weekend to take part in the 

St Andrews University Shinty Sixes Tournament. It 

was a foul day with torrential rain which merited a trip 

to town to buy a gazebo for shelter. Once that was up 

and the team had shelter, it was time to play. The 

young players did well beating St Andrews and Dundee 

Uni, drawing with Cornwall, leaving them just Caithness 

to play, with a win needed to secure a place in the 

quarter finals. By this time KLB Camanachd were in 

great form and took a 2-0 win over their Caithness 

opposition. They drew Dunoon in the next round, a 

great fight was put up but they were beaten 2-0. Even 

with the terrible weather it was a grand day of shinty 

with great spirit shown by all the players. Jack 

Hatherall and James Flett were both goal scorers while 

the MacDonald brothers, Mark and Fraser did as 

sterling as usual in defence. 

 

Far North 6s 

Just a reminder that the Far North Shinty Sixes will 

be taking place on Saturday 6th June at the Scourie 

pitch from 11.30am. Everyone is welcome. This has 

always been a great day of sport with teams travelling 

from far and wide. Refreshments and a raffle will be 

sold in aid of Kinlochbervie Camanachd shinty club 

funds. Come along and enjoy a great day out, followed 

by 

DANCE to BLUE RIDGE 

in Scourie Village Hall 
from 9pm 

Entry £7          Licensed                                                  

ROAR               No under 14s 

 

Local girl’s running success 

Iona Harper-Reynoldson, who runs the local running 

club on Thursday nights, has recently competed at 

events on the east coast. On 19th April she competed at 

the Queens Park Athletics Track as part of the 

Inverness Harriers Open Meeting and at the 

Portmahomack 5k,, the following week on 26th April.  

At the Inverness Harriers meeting, Iona ran in the 

Under 20s Ladies category and performed in the 100 

and 200 meters.  Completing the 100mts in 15.04sec 

and was 4th and the 200 meters in 31.72sec and was 5th 

and set a seasonal and personal best. 

At Portmahomack, Iona completed the 5k run in 24min. 

23sec., which gave her a new personal and seasonal 

best, allowing her to finish 4th out of the girls and 9th 

place altogether.   

Along with the local group which Iona runs, she is also 

planning two routes for hill races as part of the gala 

day programme. Look out for more details on local 

posters! 

 

 
 
 
 

This month’s games for Kinlochbervie FC are mainly 

away from home. Games are NW Sutherland league 

games unless otherwise stated. 

 6th June Melvich away  

13th Lairg away 

 20th Golspie away 

27th Guy cup in Bettyhill  

There may be a midweek game at home to Brora but a 

date is yet to be confirmed. 

 

 

School Sports Days 
Kinlochbervie High School sports days will be on Wed 

Jun 10 in Kinlochbervie for the school-based events 

and Thu Jun 11 Sports Day in Scourie for the field 

events.This year the primary ASG sports day will take 

place in Durness on 

Wednesday 17th June, with 

P4-7 field events in the 

morning and P1-7 track 

events in the afternoon. 

Everyone is welcome to come 

along to support their 

children.  
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Missing Sculpture 
 

Local sculptor, Dorothy Dick, has lent one of her pieces 

of work to a female Scourie resident. Unfortunately 

she cannot remember to whom, and would now like the 

item to be returned. If you are aware of the 

whereabouts of the sculpture, could you please contact 

Dorothy as soon as possible?   

 

Camera Club 
 

The camera club will be meeting on Thurs 4th and 18th 

June. The competition on the 4th will be judged, the 

subject being Red, or Read. A reminder that the 

subjects for the calendar have been chosen, and 

circulated. The calendar this year will revert to A4 

size (as for 2014, to make 

postage costs cheaper) and will 

be finalised, and printed in 

October, with release for sale 

in November and December. 

Copies will be limited to 250. 

 

Pedal to Pete’s 
 
Pete Tuck’s nephew, Richard, and his partner Faye, will 

be coming from Gloucester to Scourie between 27th 

June and 9th July. They are visiting a few family 

locations on the way, Blackpool, Stoke-on-Trent, and 

Dunoon. They are doing it on their bikes and will cover 

750 miles in a fortnight. The final leg will be from Lairg 

on 9th July. They are raising money for The British 

Heart Foundation and donations can be made at the 

just giving website 

https://www.justgiving.com/PedaltoPetes or directly to 

Pete. A penny a mile will mean a donation of £7.50.  

 
 

Village Hall 
 
A television set has been left in the 
Library. It will be disposed of if it is 
not claimed and removed. The Hall 
does not have a license for 
television or for showing DVDs or 
videos. 

Rock Stop Coffee Shop 

and Exhibition 

North West Highlands Geopark has recently recruited 

new staff for its Rock Stop Coffee Shop and 

Exhibition at Unapool, Assynt. Helen O’Keefe, from 

Durness, has been appointed as Rock Stop Coordinator. 

Helen said “I’m looking forward to the role as host  of 

the Rock Stop. It’s quite a change from my career as a 

mining engineer in Australia. It’s great to be able to 

share my knowledge and passion for rocks with visitors 

and help unlock the secrets of our spectacular 

landscape”. Joining Helen are Tim Hamlet, a keen 

mountaineer from Achiltibuie and amateur geology 

enthusiast Paul Hancock from Ullapool.  
The Rock Stop is open 7 days a week from 11:00 am 

until 4:30 pm and is located at Unapool from where, 

beneath the Assynt mountains, visitors will enjoy 

spectacular views over Loch Glencoul. The Rock Stop 

has a café with wi-fi, a shop and an exhibition telling 

the story of the landscape. For more details of the 

2015 calendar of events visit www.nwhgeopark.com or 

drop in to the Rock Stop at Unapool. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Helen O’Keefe, Rock Stop Coordinator and Tim Hamlet, Rock Stop 

Assistant 

 

 

 
GAELIC CONVERSATION 

CLASSES 
Interested in the Gaelic language? Why 

not try classes local to you: 

 
Beginners Class 

Mondays 1.30 to 3.30 @ Assynt Leisure, Lochinver and led 

by Clarinda Chant, £2.50 per session 
 

Improvers Class 
Thursdays 2.30 to 3.30 @ Stoer Village Hall and led by 

Claire Belshaw, £2.50 per session 

 
Enquiries to assyntlearningcentre@gmail.com 

01571 844123 
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Highland Council 
Guided Walks 

  
 
Tuesday  02,  11am - 4pm    
Traligill Valley Caves, Inchnadamph   
Walk with us on this brilliant walk in the valley of the trolls and 

see the fantastic flowers and view the evidence of stunning 

forces which have built mountains and created deep caves. This 

walk is within the North-West Highlands Geopark. Meet at 

Inchnadamph car park. Grid ref: NC 251216. Grade C. Adults 

£8.00, conc. £4.00, family £20.00.  

Thursday 04, 11am - 3pm Clachtoll coastal walk  
Join us on this beautiful coastal walk through a crofting 

township rich in wildlife, to the iron-age broch.  Hear the 

stories of skeletons, ancient saunas and "catastrophic collapse".  

Find extraordinary ancient life forms. This walk is within the 

North-West Highlands Geopark. Meet at Clachtoll Beach car 

park. Grid ref: NC 040273. Grade B. Adults £8.00, conc. £4.00, 

family £20.00  

Monday 08 , 2pm - 4pm Puffin Walk, Durness 

Guided walk to a small colony of puffins at Faraid Head. Meet 

at Balnakel Beach car park. Grid ref:NC392687 Grade B. Adults 

£4; conc £3; family £11 

Tuesday 09, 11am - 3pm Secrets of Glen Leireag, Drumbeg  

Visit the lost township of Glen Leireag and discover the secrets 

of this magical woodland glen. Seek out moorland wildlife and 

golden eagles. This walk is within the North-West Highlands 

Geopark. Meet at Nedd Bridge, 2 miles east of Drumbeg. Grid 

ref: NC 148315. Grade C. Adults £4.00, conc. £3.00, family 

£11.00.  

Thursday 11, 11am - 3pm Bone Caves, Inchnadamph  
This is a fascinating walk back in time to the ice-age where the 

bones of reindeer, polar bears and even humans were 

discovered in the caves. Stout footwear is essential. This walk is 

within the North-West Highlands Geopark. Meet at Bone Caves 

car park, 2.5 miles south of Inchnadamph. Grid ref: NC 254179. 

Grade C. Adults £8.00, conc. £4.00, family £20.00.  

Monday 15, 2pm - 4pm Puffin Walk, Durness 

Guided walk to a small colony of puffins at Faraid Head. Meet 

at Balnakel Beach car park. Grid ref:NC392687 Grade B. Adults 

£4; conc £3; family £11 

Tuesday 16, 11am - 3pm Achmelvich Coastal Walk   
Come and see brilliant orchids, jewelled rocks and marvellous 

machair as we walk along a coastline steeped in crofting 

history, to the old mill at Altanabradhan. This walk is within the 

North-West Highlands Geopark. Meet at Achmelvich Beach car 

park. Grid ref: NC 058248. Grade C. Adults £8.00, conc. £4.00, 

family £20.00.  

Thursday 18, 10.30am - 1.30pm Kyle of Durness Walk 

Guided walk around a stunning coastal area, masses of 

wild flowers and stunning views. Meet at Durness Golf Course 

car park. Grid ref:NC 389687. Grade B. Adults £4.00, conc. 

£3.00,family £11.00. 

Thursday 18,  11am - 3pm   Drumbeg peat road   
Stunning walk in the remote Assynt "cnoc and loch" landscape.  

We will be walking through the Drumbeg Common Grazing land 

full of history and teeming with wildlife. This walk is within the 

North-West Highlands Geopark. Meet at Drumbeg View Point 

car park. Grid ref: NC 120330. Grade C. Adults £8.00, conc. 

£4.00, family £20.00.  

Monday 22,  2pm - 4pm Puffin Walk, Durness 

Guided walk to a small colony of puffins at Faraid Head. Meet 

at Balnakel Beach car park. Grid ref:NC392687 Grade B. Adults 

£4; conc £3; family £11 

Tuesday 23, 11am - 3pm  Clachtoll Coastal Walk  

Join us on this beautiful coastal walk through a crofting 

township rich in wildlife, to the iron-age broch. Hear the stories 

of skeletons, ancient saunas and "catastrophic collapse". Find 

extraordinary ancient life forms. This walk is within the North-

West Highlands Geopark. Meet at Clachtoll Beach car park. Grid 

ref: NC 040273. Grade B. Adults £8.00, conc. £4.00, family 

£20.00.  

Thursday 25, 10am - 5pm   Glas Bheinn hill walk   
A walk to the top of one of Assynt's less-visited mountains Glas 

Bheinn – the Green Mountain (776m), with some wonderful 

views. If the weather is not good we will do a shorter low level 

walk.  This walk is within the North-West Highlands Geopark. 

Booking essential. Meet at the layby by Loch na Gainmhich on 

the A894. Grid ref: NC 240290. Grade D. Adults £15.00, conc. 

£7.50.  

Monday 29, 2pm - 4pm Puffin Walk, Durness 

Guided walk to a small colony of puffins at Faraid Head. Meet 

at Balnakel Beach car park. Grid ref:NC392687 Grade B. Adults 

£4; conc £3; family £11 

Tuesday 30, 11am - 4pm Off the beaten track at Glencanisp, 
Lochinver  
Wonderful walk over the patterned landscape of Glencanisp. 
Come and learn about the wildlife that lives on the community 
owned Glencanisp estate and possibly see some eagles. This 
walk is within the North-West Highlands Geopark. Meet at the 
Assynt Visitor Centre, Lochinver and we will share transport the 
one mile to Glencanisp lodge. Grid ref: NC 094225. Grade C. 
Adults £8.00, conc. £4.00, family £20.00.  
 

For more information contact Donald on 01971 511756 or 

donald.mitchell@highland.gov.uk or Andy on 01571 844654  or 

andy.summers@highland.gov.uk For up to date information on 

all Highland Council Countryside Ranger Events and the Long 

Distance Trails in Highland go to www.outdoorhighlands.co.uk  

or find us on Facebook Caithness and Sutherland 

Countryside Rangers 

All the walks are led by one of the Rangers. It is important 

though that you think of your own safety and that of any 

children for whom you are responsible. Remember too that 

these are country walks in the Highland weather so please 

dress accordingly. Bring sturdy shoes, or boots, a picnic and a 

sense of fun. The Rangers reserve the right to cancel any of 
these events.   
Walk Grades: A is easiest, D most challenging, including very 

rough ground and sometimes steep climbs. Sorry watching 

wildlife is not usually compatible with taking dogs.   
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Marty MacKay Walk & Cycle 
 

Aileen & Fraser MacDonald would like to thank 

everyone who sponsored them for the walk and cycle 

which they completed in April. They raised the grand 

total of £535. It would be greatly appreciated if any 

outstanding money could be forwarded to them as soon 

as possible. Thank you for your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

Schools Football Competition 
 

Katie Horler and Craig MacKay from Kinlochbervie High 

School are planning a charity event as part of a 

competition with a prize of £3000 for their chosen 

charity. It is going to be a football tournament 

between school teams and possibly a couple of Oldies 

teams! They are planning a BBQ and a raffle with all 

the money raised is going to Highland Hospice. This 

event will take place on Scourie Pitch on Saturday 20th 

June and it is hoped to have teams from Farr and 

Ullapool High Schools, as well as Kinlochbervie teams. 

Please come along to support some local youngsters 

doing their bit to raise funds for a very worthwhile 

cause. 

Community Broadband 
 

Work has already started to bring next generation 

broadband to Scourie and North West Sutherland. 

Local people may have seen Openreach engineers laying 

the high speed core fibre network in the north west, it 

will bring the capacity needed to deliver better 

internet services for the first time for the area. 

When the main fibre backbone is in place, the next 

stage of the project is to build the local access 

networks. These are designed to reach as many people 

as possible within the budget and technology available. 

This stage of the roll-out will see BT engineers lay 

more fibre cable locally and build a variety of local 

structures, current plans include a cabinet in the 

centre of Scourie, to provide the high speed internet 

services.  Additional survey work will be carried out 

when engineers are working in our area to ensure 

maximum coverage. 

Scourie is due to see the roll-out commence between 

July and December 2016. As roll-out gets closer more 

information will be available on the HIE website and 

there is an online checker at 

www.hie.co.uk/whereandwhen  Also as the services get 

closer, it will become clearer which areas will benefit 

from this phase of fibre roll out and those where the 

option for a community-led broadband initiative may be 

required.   

Meantime, advisors from Community Broadband 

Scotland and the HIE Digital Team are planning to visit 

Scourie at the end of June to update us and discuss 

the possible options for a community-led broadband 

initiative, including linking up with neighbouring 

communities. 
                   

   Scourie Community Development Company Ltd 

Weather for May 
 

The cold , wet and breezy weather continues, and we’re 

still waiting for summer to begin properly. Vegetables 

are struggling, while the weeds flourish. The highest 

temperature this month has been more than 2 degrees 

lower than the AVERAGE max temperature from last 

year. 

The longest day occurs in June, 21 days away, normally 

thought of as “Mid-summer”. I have also volunteered to 

take part in the Midge survey 

(http://midgeforecast.co.uk/), and will be providing 

data from Scourie. 

With three days to go, rainfall recorder is 103 mm, 24 

mm higher than the 20 year average. The wettest day 

was 6th with 18.5 mm, and there have been 10 (14) days 

without rain. 

The average minimum temperature has been 5.4 (8.1) 

degrees C, with a low of 2 degrees  C on 1st and 7th, 

and a highest min of 9 degrees C on 11th.  

The average maximum has been 9.6 (14.1) degrees C 

with a high of 12 degrees on 6th and 15th. The lowest 

maximum was 6 degrees C on 7th. 

The solar panels have produced 380 (396) kW, an 

average of 13.5 (12.8) kW, with the highest days 

production of 25 kW on 15th. (Last years figures in 

brackets.) 

Pete Tuck 
 

 

 

Disclaimer 

The editor would like it to be known that any items featured in the Scourie 

News do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the editor or the community 

council. Articles are inserted at the contributors’ request. Edited & compiled 

by Aileen MacDonald on behalf of Scourie & District Community Council 

Printed by BAM-Nutall 

scourienews@btinternet.com 
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     Scourie Gala 
 

 

 

 

Friday 31st July 

ALL AT FOOTBALL PITCH with BBQ & beer tent 

6pm Children’s fancy dress parade – prizes for under school, primary & high school 

6.30pm Children’s disco in marquee with juice & crisps available                       

  7pm Adult fancy dress football  

(5-a-side teams to registered with  

Linda Macdonald by 15th July) 

Followed by music in marquee 
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