
Dates for August 
Mon 17th Staff return to school 

Tues 18th Pupils return to school 

Tuesdays Ju-jitsu @ 6pm 

Thursdays Running club & football training @ pitch 

 

 

Are you a home crafter? 
Would you like to sell your 

home made goods? 
 

Karen Gregory is planning a Craft Sale in 
Achfary Hall Saturday 24th October 
Tables are £5.00, to reserve your table 

please contact Karen on  
01971 500 271 or email 

karengregory30@hotmail.com   
Tables must be booked by  

Wednesday 30th September 
 

 

Gala Photos 
Along with this month’s regular Scourie News, you will 

find a special edition copy featuring a selection of 

photos taken over the course of the week-end by 

Donald MacKay. Please excuse the quality of the 

printing. This is due to the printer and paper used and 

NOT Donald’s photography. If anyone would like a 

digital copy of any of the photos, please contact Aileen 

on scourienews@btinternet.com 

Many thanks to Donald for taking so many photos, 

allowing us to have a colourful reminder of a busy 

week-end! 

 

 

 

 

Letter to the Editor, Scourie News 

July 21st, 2015 
  
MEMORABLE FOOTBALL GAME CELEBRATES 
CLAN’S RETURN TO SCOURIE 
  
A highlight of the return of the Christie clan to Scourie was 
a football game to celebrate Canada Day on July 1

st
, 

2015.   It was quite a feat getting the 19 clan members 
(grandchildren and great-grandchildren of Prof. Ronald 
Christie of 14, Scouriemore) across the Atlantic for 5 days 
– a tribute to their attachment to Scourie! 
  
The game was arranged through Christine MacDonald 
and her two grandsons, Mark and Fraser 
from the Scourie team. Mixed teams were picked from the 
Scourie members and five kids and four adults from 
the Christie family to keep camaraderie more to the fore 
than the score.  The 5, 8, 11 and 12 year-olds all 
play football in Canada, and the 16 year-old is on the 
Ontario Provincial and Ottawa Women’s Rugby 
teams.  (The 5 year-old played her role in blocking the ball 
conscientiously till the end of the game.)  Among the 
cheering supporters were cousins Neil and Hilary and 
Jamie Macdonald. 
  
Canada Day was celebrated earlier on Handa in brilliant 
sunshine, which shone on “Happy Canada Day” and a 
large Canadian flag, drawn by the nine great-
grandchildren across 30 feet of sand on the beach.   The 
Canadian and Scottish flags flew on the goal post to 
advertise the day and the upcoming event.  That Canadian 
flag was presented to the Scourie team along with 
Canadian lapel pins at the end of the game. 
  
Our appreciation to the Community Council for the 
foresight in establishing such a great sports facility. That 
appreciation was delivered personally to one of the 
councillors, Ian Hay, in Invergordon, at the end of that 
week.    Appreciations also for our wonderfully hospitable 
B&B’s:  Christine MacDonald, Sandra McKay and Ron 
Purdy, the Scourie and Kylesku Hotels for their hospitality 
and good cooking, Kirsteen Macdonald for the Christie 
Cottage where the family convened, and Neil Macdonald’s 
contribution of Gaelic songs. 
  
We’ll be back!    Tapadh leibh!   
 
Seonaid Christie agus Tom (MacLean) Wright 
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Guided walks – Northwest 
Highlands 

All walks; Adults £4, concessions £3. Family £11. 

Monday  3rd… Durness Puffin walk; visit the small 

colony of puffins at Faraid head; this may be the final chance to 
see them this year - however they have possibly already gone :(  
- Walking across beautiful Balnakeil beach and returning 
through the amazing dunes. Meet at Balnakeil beach car park. 
Time 2pm – 4pm. 

Thursday 6th Scourie…north shore. Outstanding views, 

moorland, seabirds, bit of geology. Rough ground, few paths. 
Meet at the village pier car park at 10.30am. Grid ref. NC 
155448. 3hrs. 

Wednesday 5th…Kyle of Durness; 3hr coastal walk 

around a stunning area of wild flowers, views, seabirds and 
signs of otters. Meet at Durness golf course car park at 
10.30am. Grid ref NC 389687. 

Monday 10th …Durness, Faraid head dunes. A 

beautiful beach walk then exploring the fascinating sand dunes, 
flowers, birds and old bones! 2hrs approx. Meet at Balnakeil 
beach car park at 10.30am.  Grid ref NC 392687.  

Thursday 13th…Scourie sea cliffs; an undulating coastal 

walk, with cliffs, great views, caves, wild flowers and otter 
signs. Meet at the Free church car park at the south end of the 
village. Time 10.30am – 1.30pm. Grid ref NC 152434. 

Tuesday 18th…Tongue – the watch hill [307m]. 

10.30am. – 1.30pm. Amazing views across the Kyle, moorland, 
loch and wildlife. Rough walking. Meet at the roadside car park 
at Coldbackie.  Grid ref NC151446. 

Thursday 20th …Scourie; garnets and dikes; coastal walk 

with fine views, seabirds, geology, wildflowers and signs of 

otters. Meet at Scourie beach bird hide at 10.30am. 3hrs. Grid 
ref NC 151446. 
Tuesday 25th…Kylestrome; coastal & moorland hike 

across hill ground overlooking Eddrachilles bay, chance of 
seeing red deer, eagles, ravens or buzzard. Meet at roadside car 
park on the A894 at the top of Kylestrome brae. Grid ref. NC 
211350. 10.30am – 1.30pm. 

 

 

  
 
For more information contact Donald on 01971 511756 or 

donald.mitchell@highland.gov.uk or Andy on 01571 844654  or 

andy.summers@highland.gov.uk For up to date information on 

all Highland Council Countryside Ranger Events and the Long 

Distance Trails in Highland go to www.outdoorhighlands.co.uk  

or find us on Facebook Caithness and Sutherland 

Countryside Rangers 

All the walks are led by one of the Rangers. It is important 

though that you think of your own safety and that of any 

children for whom you are responsible. Remember too that 

these are country walks in the Highland weather so please 

dress accordingly. Bring sturdy shoes, or boots, a picnic and a 

sense of fun. The Rangers reserve the right to cancel any of 
these events.   
Walk Grades: A is easiest, D most challenging, including very 

rough ground and sometimes steep climbs. Sorry watching 

wildlife is not usually compatible with taking dogs.   

Thursday 27th…Scourie; Loch Leathad trail, by path across 

moorland, hill and lochside, fine views, woodland, birds and 
flowers. Meet at Scourie depot road, 300m south of village. 
10.30 – 1.30pm. Grid ref NC 157437. 

Tuesday 25th…Kylestrome; coastal & moorland hike 

across hill ground overlooking Eddrachilles bay, chance of 
seeing red deer, eagles, ravens or buzzard. Meet at roadside car 
park on the A894 at the top of Kylestrome brae. Grid ref. NC 
211350. 10.30am – 1.30pm. 

For more information contact Donald on 01971 511756 or 

donald.mitchell@highland.gov.uk or Andy on 01571 844654  or 

andy.summers@highland.gov.uk For up to date information on 

all Highland Council Countryside Ranger Events and the Long 

Distance Trails in Highland go to www.outdoorhighlands.co.uk  

or find us on Facebook Caithness and Sutherland 

Countryside Rangers 

All the walks are led by one of the Rangers. It is important 

though that you think of your own safety and that of any 

children for whom you are responsible. Remember too that 

these are country walks in the Highland weather so please 

dress accordingly. Bring sturdy shoes, or boots, a picnic and a 

sense of fun. The Rangers reserve the right to cancel any of 
these events.   
Walk Grades: A is easiest, D most challenging, including very 

rough ground and sometimes steep climbs. Sorry watching 

wildlife is not usually compatible with taking dogs.   
 
 

 

We have a vacancy for two Mechanic / Engineer’s to join 
our team 

of Engineers working in the Scourie area, Sutherland and 
Uist, Hebrides.    

 
The successful candidate must have experience with the 
repair and maintenance of equipment such as outboard 

motors, vehicles & pumps and would operate from a 
purpose built workshop under the supervision of our 

Engineering Manager. 
 

To apply send details and/or CV to jdda@btinternet.com 
or phone James Andrews on 07990 591780 

 
Closing Date 7th August 2015 

 
Note from editor: due to various reasons, this month’s 

newsletter is late in being published resulting in the above 
closing date having already past. My apologies to all 

concerned. 
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GALA PRIZE DRAW 

A huge thank you is due to everyone who sold, bought 

and generously donated prizes for the Gala Draw, making 

this Scourie’s biggest raffle fundraiser to date. 

Special thanks to Ellen & Clive Parker, Scourie Stores; D M 

Seafoods, Ullapool; Cathy Badnabay; Peets Restaurant, 

Lochinver; Ross County F.C.; Inverness Caledonian Thistle 

F.C.; The Mackenzie Family, Scourie; Clive Cairncross; 

Richard & Isabelle Flannery, Eddrachilles Hotel; Loch 

Duart Ltd; Christine MacDonald; The Campbell Family, 

Scourie Hotel; John & Vee Crowsley, Scourie Filling 

Station; Harald & Anita Bauereiss, Munich; The Old School 

Restaurant, Kinlochbervie; Evelyn & Ashley at Chilli Bothy; 

Linda MacDonald; The Spice Route, Kinlochbervie; 

Barbara Barnetson; Bell’s Seafoods, Scrabster; John Ross, 

Scourie; Ronnie Lansley, Durness; Highland Leisure Ltd; 

Fiona Mac, Kinlochbervie; Karen & Barry Craddock and 

Grace Ambler. 

Thanks to you all. Your support is greatly appreciated! 

 

Scourie Gala 2015 
 

Due to the hard work of a group of Scourie residents 

plus the generosity of several local businesses, it was 

possible to hold a great week-end which attracted a lot 

of people to the village at the end of July / start of 

August. There are too many to name individually, but 

you all know who you are! Everyone who helped in any 

way, whether it be providing prizes or putting up 

marquees and bunting or supplying baking or running a 

stall on the day, your help was greatly appreciated. 

A final total has yet to be calculated and a post-gala 

meeting has yet to be held, but look out for any 

further updates in future editions of the Scourie 

News. 

 

 
 
 

Pedal to Pete’s 
Richard and Faye would like to thank everyone for 

their generous donations sponsoring them on their 750 

mile ride from Gloucester to Scourie. They have, so 

far, raised over £2,000 for the British Heart 

Foundation charity. Pete is pleased to announce that 

they got engaged on the way up, so a marriage is in the 

offing too. They loved Scourie, and the greeting they 

received, and will be back. 

 
 

Scourie Weather 
 

Pete missed last month’s deadline for the newsletter, 

so two months here. 

June 

Slightly wetter than normal, but also greyer, and 

colder. People have been asking if the 2015 has been 

the wettest start to a year. For the months Jan to 

July, we’ve had 894 mm. This is the same as the same 

period for 1998, and second to 1995 when we had 1115 

mm. The total rainfall for June was 86mm (70mm, 

figures in brackets are for 2014), and 10 mm above the 

20 year average. We had 12mm on 6th, and 7 days when 

no rain fell. Temperatures are also down on last year. 

The average Min was 8.3 deg C (11.1), and with a high of 

13 deg C on 28th, and a low of 4 on 1st and 14th. 

Average Maximum temp was 12.7 deg C (16.4), with a 

high of 16 on 26th, 27th and 28th. The lowest Max was 

9 deg C on 1st. Solar panels have produced 381 kW, and 

average of 12.7 (14.12) per day. The most was produced 

on 11th with 23.4 kW. 

July 

Continuing wet and cold, but with strong winds added 

for a change!! Monthly rainfall was 105.3 mm, 21 mm 

above the 20 year average. The wettest day was 8th 

with 19 mm. Temperatures remain low, around 3 to 5 

degrees colder than July 2014. The average Max was 

15.4 deg C (18.8), with a high of 25 deg on the 22nd, 

and a low max of 10 on the 30th. The average minimum 

way 10.1 deg C (13.8) with the warmest night with 16 

deg on 2nd. The lowest was 7 deg C on 26th. 

Solar panels have produced 409 kW, an average of 

13.22 (14.66), and a high of 24.8 on 4th. 

Pete Tuck 
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