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Dates for November 

Sat 7th Bonfire & Fireworks 

Sun 8th War Memorial service @10.45am 

Mon 9th Gala meeting @ 7.30pm Village Hall 

Thurs 12th & 26th Camera Club 

Mon 16th Hall committee AGM 

Sat 21st Geopark AGM 

Sat 28th Scourie Primary Christmas fayre 
 

Hall Fundraiser 
 

Tracey Ross recently held a candle party in the village hall 
and raised approx. £70 in aid of hall funds. Thank you to all 

who attended and to those who bought raffle tickets from 
the shop.  

Gala 2016 

 

A meeting is to be held in next week to create a 

committee to organize the Scourie Gala 2016. What 

suggestions do you have for activities? When would be a 

suitable date? The more people that get involved, the 

less there will be for everyone to do.  

Come along to the village hall on 

Monday 9th November @ 7.30pm 

to have your say. 

 

Primary School Christmas 

Fayre 
 

Scourie Primary School’s annual Christmas Fayre will be 

held on Saturday 28th November. There will be the usual 

variety of stalls and activities, along with a soup and 

cake lunch. Donations for the bottle stall, the Christmas 

hamper and the bric-a-brac stall would be gratefully 

received and can be dropped off at 

the school at any time. All the 

crafts stalls have been booked, but 

anyone wishing to have their name 

added to a cancellation list should 

contact the school as soon as possible. 

Our village bonfire  
will be built on 

Saturday 7th 

November. 
 

 
 

Please come and help from 

11.00 am 

at 

Scourie Harbour 

 

 

We also need volunteers to 

make a “Guy”.  



 

 

 

BAM-Nutall 
 

For a number of years, the civil engineering firm, 

BAM-Nutall which is based in Glasgow, has very 

generously printed the Scourie News each month and 

posted them to Scourie for distribution. However 

this arrangement has now come to an end. The 

community council and the editor of the Scourie 

News would like to sincerely thank BAM-Nutall and 

their staff, particularly Annmaria Coletta, for all 

their help throughout the years.  

As a parting gift to the community, BAM-Nutall have 

made a very generous donation of £250 to the 

village hall towards the refurbishment of the toilets. 

Again, the hall committee would like to sincerely 

thank BAM-Nutall for their generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Greetings 

 

A special Christmas greetings edition of the Scourie 

News will be printed again this year. An order form has 

been attached to this newsletter and should be returned 

to the box in the shop with the appropriate fee by 

Saturday 5th Dec. The money raised will be shared 

equally between the Highland Hospice and Scourie 

Primary School. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geology Talk 
 

Kristian Pedersen from Edinburgh University came to 

the village hall and gave 2 very interesting talks on 

ancient settlements in the north of Europe, and visited 

with us sites of hut circles, burnt mounds and a 

chambered cairn around Scourie.  His talk covered the 

movement of people and colonisation of the north after 

the last ice age.  During the ice age the temperature 

was not always low, but there were some summer 

temperatures similar to nowadays (some would say this 

summer was not far off an ice age!).  There is now 

strong evidence to suggest that early settlers came 

from Scandinavia, across the land bridge that is now the 

North Sea.   

After the last ice age the sea levels rose and formed 

the North Sea, but the land also rose due to less ice 

weighing it down.  He speculated that maybe Loch a’ 

Bhadaidh Daraich may have originally have been 

connected to the sea, which would have provided a safe 

anchorage for what could have been a large population 

living behind Cnoc Bhuthain.  Many hut circles are visible 

in the vegetation, but many more could have become 



obliterated through time.  The soil would have been 

quite fertile, but when the settlements were abandoned, 

possibly due to climate change, the peat would have 

formed on top.   

Nobody is very sure what burnt mounds were used for.  

They are horseshoe shaped, occur near running water, 

and have quantities of burnt rocks in the centre.  They 

could have been used for cooking, heating water for 

sauna or ritual bathing, or possibly for brewing.  There 

is a site of a still up the hill from there.   

The chambered cairn at the end of the peat road would 

have been used for burials, with many more burials 

around the cairn.  It is in a very prominent position and 

would have been visible to anyone approaching from the 

sea.   

During the middle-late Stone Age a catastrophic 

tsunami happened, probably caused by a huge ice sheet 

falling off Norway into the sea.  It could have been the 

biggest ever. There is a lot of evidence on the East 

coast, with large deposits of rocks carried many miles 

inland.  It would have decimated the population on the 

East coast, and would have had an effect on those living 

on the West.  Nobody has yet done any research to find 

the extent of any damage.  Although some of our ancient 

sites have been mapped, nobody has researched any of 

them to see if there are any artefacts, or clues to how 

people lived.  A survey of the area would be most 

instructive and excavation of the sites would prove 

worthwhile.   

Kristian provided a fascinating insight into our ancient 

history. 

 

 

Scourie Camera Club 

We meet in the Library on alternate Thursdays through 

the winter months. We plan to have a series of talks 

from guest speakers, along with practical 

demonstrations of aspects of photography. Open to all, 

beginner or expert. Improve your pictures with your 

phone, or learn how to get the best out of your DSLR! 

Come along and meet the gang. Next meetings are at 

7:30 on 12th and 26th Nov. 

The calendar is progressing, with just sponsor details to 

finalise. Once done, it will be off to the printers and 

back for sale before December. 

And a reminder that the Community Council have a Canon 

DSLR with lenses covering 18-300 mm. This is available 

to members and groups in the area to borrow. 

 

 

October Weather 

Summer finally arrived in Scourie in October! 

August to October have been the driest months of the 

year, and this month was the driest October since 

Alastair Woods started keeping records 23 years ago. 

With 57.5 mm, this was a quarter what we had in 2014 

(226 mm). The most rain fell on 12th with 11 mm, and 

there have been 15 days where no rain was recorded. 

Temperatures are up on last year, the average minimum 

was 8.4 deg C (6.9), the lowest temperature was 4 deg C 

on 13th. The average maximum was 12.2 deg C (11.7), 

with highs of 15 deg C recorded 6 times, mostly in the 

first week. It is interesting to note that the 

temperature on 22nd didn’t fluctuate, it remained at 10 

deg C all day and night. 

The solar panels have produced 113.8 kW, an average of 

3.9 kW (3.12), with a high of 10.36 kW on 1st. 

(Last year’s figures in brackets). 

  

 

 

Village Hall AGM 
 

The village hall AGM will take place 

 in Scourie Village Hall 
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Date

Scourie Weather - October

Rain (mm)

Temp max

Temp min

Sun (kW)

Pressure (mb)

on Monday 16th November 

at 8pm 

Please come along and support this valuable community 

facility. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 
The editor would like it to be known that any items featured in the Scourie News do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the editor or the 

community council. Articles are inserted at the contributors’ request. Edited & compiled by Aileen MacDonald on behalf of Scourie & District 

Community Council Printed by BAM-Nutall 

scourienews@btinternet.com 

 


