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Dates for March 
Thurs 3rd & 17th Camera Club 

Sat 5th Shinty @ pitch v Caithness 

Sat 5th Soup & Sweet @ village hall 

Wed 9th Book swap & afternoon tea @ school 

Wed 9th Screen Machine @ KLB 

Thurs 9th Screen Machine@  Durness 

Sat 19th Drumming day 

Thurs 24th Schools close for holiday 

 

Football Champions! 
 

A date to remember was made last week when the 

Kinlochbervie High School Junior Football Team 

travelled to Drumnadrochit to take part in the 

finals of the Small Schools Football league. The 

team made up of boys from S2 and S3 had taken 

part in qualifiers in Dornoch and Ullapool and had 

made it through with the Dornoch team to the 

finals. Their first match was against Mallaig who 

they solidly beat 2-0. Dornoch had also won their 

semi-final so it was an all Sutherland final. 

Kinlochbervie took an early lead with a penalty 

followed by a goal from a header. Dornoch scored in 

the last dying minutes of the game but it was just 

too late. A delighted KLB team were presented with 

medals and the Small Schools League shield. This 

was a first for KLB High as this team are the first 

in the history of the school to win the tournament 

and everybody at the school are as equally 

delighted as the boys themselves. Well Done lads!  

 
Pictured with the team are Susan Robertson HT, John Wood, 

former Active Sports Co-ordinator and Graeme Smart, DHT. 

Missing from the picture is Tony Reynoldson who helped John 

coaching the boys 

SCOURIE FIBRE 

BROADBAND ROLL-OUT 
 

Scourie is one of the latest villages set to see the start of the 

roll-out of high speed fibre based broadband within the 

coming six months. The roll-out is part of a £146m 

investment which is bringing better broadband to 

communities across the Highlands and Islands which would 

have not been reached by the commercial market. 

The first high-speed broadband in North Sutherland is 

already live in Bettyhill and work is underway in Melvich. 

In addition to Scourie, work is also in planning for 

Lochinver, Kinlochbervie, Durness and Tongue later in the 

year. 

The Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband project is being 

led in the region by HIE. Funding is through the Scottish 

Government, the UK Government, HIE and private sector 

partner BT, with engineers from BT’s local network 

business Openreach delivering the project on the ground. 

Stuart Robertson, HIE’s Director of Digital, said: ‘It’s great 

to see more work starting on the fibre cabinets for NW 

Sutherland. The project has been designed to reach places 

right across the region that simply weren’t viable to deliver 

through the commercial market.  

‘In NW Sutherland we have already built a brand new fibre 

optic core network which brings the new high speed 

capacity to the area for the first time. This doesn’t in itself 

provide the services, we have to build cabinets to reach 

homes and businesses. We won’t reach everyone in this first 

phase of roll-out, but bringing the fibre closer makes finding 

solutions easier into the future’. 

In Scourie, because local people currently get their phone 

services direct from the Exchange (called Exchange only or 

EO lines), engineers have to do a bit more work. They will 

create both a new telecoms cabinet in the village and a fibre 

cabinet, and those who are drawn into it will be able to order 

the new services. The lines in the cabinets are joined 

together when people order and the fibre based broadband 

runs on your phone line to the house. 

There is a limit to the distance that fibre based broadband 

can travel along phone lines. As a general rule, those whose 

line is less than 1km will see superfast speeds, and up to 

around 2kms may still see an uplift. After that service falls 

away and there is no benefit. 

Liz Mallison, BT Scotland’s Fibre Broadband Director, 

added: ‘We’re excited to be bringing fibre technology to 

more places in the Highlands and Islands, especially as it 

involves overcoming the technical challenge in the shape of 

EO lines. 

‘We’re also urging local people to remember they have to 

order when services are available. There’s lots of 

competition in the broadband market, and people may be 

pleasantly surprised to discover they could be surfing at 

much higher speeds at a similar cost to their current service. 

‘Once you’ve tried superfast broadband, you’ll never look 

back’. 

You can check when the cabinet is live on our checker at 

www.hie.co.uk/whereandwhen  

http://www.hie.co.uk/whereandwhen


COMMUNITY BROADBAND 

SCOTLAND 

 

Community Broadband Scotland has been set up and funded 

by the Scottish Government to support communities that are 

not due to benefit from the Digital Scotland Superfast 

Broadband (DSSB) fibre roll-out. 

CBS advisor for the area, Sarah Jones, has been working 

with the Scourie community to assess appetite for a 

community broadband project in the area through carrying 

out scoping work. 

Sarah is now discussing potential solutions for areas not set 

to benefit from the DSSB roll-out in the Scourie area. 

For more information on CBS visit the CBS website here: 

http://www.hie.co.uk/community-support/community-

broadband-scotland/  or contact Sarah directly at 

sarah.jones@hient.co.uk or Tel. 01463 244466.  

 

 

Broadband 
 

Thank you to all the people who 

reported poor broadband 

connections. I recently had an 

engineer out, and my problem was a 

broken cable into the socket (BT 

side). A new socket has been fitted, 

and my problems (other than speed) 

are solved. 

Pete Tuck 

 

 

Mobile Library 
Due to essential maintenance, the mobile library will 

be off the road for a week in March and this 

coincides with its next scheduled visit to Scourie. 

Therefore there will be no visit by the mobile 

library in March, so the next visit will be on 

Wednesday 6th April. Although this is during the 

school holidays, the van will still make its usual stop 

outside the school @ 11am and would be happy to 

see anyone 

wishing to 

return or 

borrow some 

holiday 

reading. 

Shinty Match 

Kinlochbervie Camanachd intend to play a match 

against Caithness in Scourie on Saturday 5th March. 

Please come along and support your local shinty 

team.  

Soup & Sweet 

 
The village hall will be hosting a soup and sweet on 
Saturday 5

th
 March between noon and 3pm.  There will also 

be a table sale - a good chance to sell your craft items or 
have a clear out and spring clean of your cupboards.  
Proceeds are in aid of the village hall funds.  

 
 We are trying to raise money to refurbish the toilets, 
rewire and renew the flooring.  The toilets need to be done 
by mid-December or we will have to close the hall. We are 
also hoping to install more efficient and effective heaters.  
This will cost a lot of money, so we have sent off a couple of 
funding applications to charities, but we will also need to 
raise a fair bit ourselves. Please come and support us.  We 
would welcome any raffle prizes or other donations to help 
us on our way. 

 

 

World Book Day 
 

Scourie Primary School will be celebrating 

World Book Day on Wed 9
th

 March by holding 

a great big book swap. Everyone is welcome to 

come along at 2pm. Entry fee is one book 

which you are willing to swap, but you can 

leave with as many books as you wish! All 

genre of books are welcome – children, adult, fact, fiction! 

This is a great way of clearing out your 

bookshelves and filling them again with some 

new reads. Any books left at the end of the 

event will be passed on to a charity shop. 

Books can be taken along on the day or 

handed into the school in advance. 

 

The P7 children will also be serving afternoon tea at the 

event as a fundraiser for their forthcoming Orkney trip. 

Scourie Web Site. 

The current software running the web-site is now 
unsupported and failing. The community council is in 
the process of deciding on new programing, and I 
hope to get it updated in the next month. It is 
surprising, but the front page of the current site has 
had over 670,000 hits in two years, showing the 
amount the internet features in modern life. 

Pete Tuck 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiGlMuqmpHLAhXGNxQKHTZdDZAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.north-star-news.co.uk/News/Police-probe-theft-from-Ross-mobile-library-18022015.htm&bvm=bv.114733917,bs.1,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNEAsYqFYmz2cP6Yo7bw0UePdRUyMg&ust=1456430837183274
http://www.hie.co.uk/community-support/community-broadband-scotland/
http://www.hie.co.uk/community-support/community-broadband-scotland/
mailto:sarah.jones@hient.co.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/soup-clipart-soup-clip-art.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/soup-clip-art-11296252&h=407&w=383&tbnid=UXhwzsLjzHAuJM:&docid=o3fWfKCXPgzqkM&ei=SUvGVra3HsbTPY-nrDA&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwj2_6jSs4LLAhXGaQ8KHY8TCwYQMwhOKBQwFA
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://cliparts.co/cliparts/rTL/nxG/rTLnxGzMc.png&imgrefurl=http://cliparts.co/dessert-clip-art&h=453&w=620&tbnid=kasc29ekCAxT2M:&docid=Kp73X2-nt5EE9M&ei=z0vGVuroM8jQOu2GvcAJ&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwiqjLGStILLAhVIqA4KHW1DD5gQMwidAShjMGM


CEILIDH DANCE 

LESSONS 

 

 

ACHFARY HALL 

7.30PM  

ON FRIDAY, 11TH 

MARCH  

FREE ENTRY   
BRING YOUR OWN 

“BOOZE” 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

THE MORE THE MERRIER 

 

Camera Club 

Camera club will meet on Thursday 3
rd

 and 17
th
 March 

in the Library. We also have a trip to East Sutherland 
Camera Club in Brora on 12

th
 March to attend the 

judging of the Highland Challenge competition. This is 
our third year entering the competition, and we hope to 
get some good marks. The event is open to all camera 
clubs in the Highlands, 
with around 10 clubs 
entering. The standards 
are high, and the 
competiveness is fierce!  

  

 

 

Wednesday 9
th

 Kinlochbervie 

 Snoopy and Charlie Brown: The 

Peanuts Movie 

Certificate: U 

Duration: 93 mins    17:30 

Star Wars: The Force Awakens 

Certificate: 12A 

Duration: 135 mins     20:30 

Thursday 10th Durness 

Snoopy and Charlie Brown: The 

Peanuts Movie 

Certificate: U 

Duration: 93 mins       17:30 

The Lady in the Van 

Certificate: 12A 

Duration: 104 mins   20:30 

 

Disclaimer 

The editor would like it to be known that any items featured 

in the Scourie News do not necessarily 

reflect the opinions of the editor or the community council. 

Articles are inserted at the contributors’ request. 

Edited & compiled by Aileen MacDonald 

on behalf of Scourie & District Community Council 

scourienews@btinternet.com 
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FÈIS AN IAR THUATH 
 
Fèis  an Iar Thuath goes from strength to strength. 
Another wonderful 2 day annual event packed with 
music tuition, drama, games and performances by 
children and tutors took place on the 15th and 16th 
February in the Village hall and Primary school. 
A record number of participants of over 40 in total was 
reached this year with the highest ever number of 
children in Fèis Bheag  the 4-7 year old group of 17 
children. 
Both Fèis Bheag and the keyboard Group Work class 
had waiting lists as they were fully booked from the 
week before. 
This year Debbie MacKay, whom some of you may 
know as the female lead in BBC Alba's drama Bannan 
or as  Drama tutor at Create in Ullapool delivered our 
drama and Gaelic Game Sessions. She was a great hit 
with the children and a valuable member of the tutor 
team of Irene Fraser (fiddle), Addie Harper (guitar), 
Joe Peach (accordion and pipes), Lindsay Cherry (tin 
whistle), Sarah Walker (drums),Lisa Mcdonald and 
Sheilah Cunningham (keyboard).Tutors and helpers all 
worked smoothly together to create an enjoyable, 
comfortable and happy atmosphere for all the children. 
Maisy helped Lisa with Fèis  Bheag  and was rarely 
seen without her shadow little Euan Gregory and Ben 
Cherry has to be complimented on his willingness to 
do whatever needed to be done- taking registers, 
moving tables and chairs, going between school and 
the hall and also helping  tutor the tin whistle. 
Fiona and Gillon in the kitchen provided delicious 
lunches for the tutors and helpers and feedback was 
that nothing was too much trouble for them. 
Thanks go to Ellen who helped with registration, 
Donald from the Scourie Camera Club for photographs 
and Archie who helped Allan and Lindsay at the end. 
A good time was had by all at the cèilidh on Monday 
night. It attracted the largest number of guests to date 
and the most on a Monday night to the village hall. 
Thank you to all who came. It is hard to leave the 
warmth of the fire to come out on a cold night in 
February. 
Our tutors played for dancing and Lisa sang some 
lively Port-a-beul. Lisa's children, Finlay and Nuala 
joined by Rowan sang some charming garlic songs. 
Thank you to all who contributed to the raffle. 
What can I say about the drawing of the raffle? Our 
raffle has always been special and this year it 
exceeded expectations as many little hands helped 
Sheilah. What's the expression....too many cooks spoil 
the broth? 
We are grateful to all our sponsors including the 
Maldie  Burn Community Fund who continue to 
support us. 

 

 

Local Directory Update 

Scourie Primary School continues to produce a local 

telephone directory which is sold all year round as a 

school fund raiser. It is important that this is kept 

as up-to-date as possible and over the years we 

have tried various methods to edit the directory, so 

this year we thought we would try another method! 

At the end of this Scourie News, you will find a 

detachable slip which we would like you to complete 

to show how you would like your entry in the 

telephone directory to appear. Completed slips 

should be returned to the drop-box in Scourie 

Stores or directly to the primary school.  

Please complete slips for your own address and any 

properties you take care of. We would also like to 

extend the area covered by our directory to include 

Achfary, so could all Achfary & area residents 

please complete and return slips. Also, if there are 

any useful numbers or business 

numbers which you would like to see 

included, please let us know. 

We hope to have the updated 

directory available for sale by the 

summer holidays. 

Many thanks for your support! 

Aileen MacDonald 

On behalf of Scourie Primary School  

http://www.clker.com/cliparts/N/d/2/R/F/r/phone-book-md.png


Gala Update 

A very strong gala committee continues to meet 

regularly to organise events for this summer.  A car 

treasure hunt and bbq has been planned for 

Saturday 30th April, with a fancy dress disco in the 

evening. Look out for posters locally with further 

details and in next month’s newsletter. 

The gala weekend in August is proving to be very 

popular attracting businesses from across the 

country to come to our event. Many local businesses 

are coming on-board to support the gala, enabling us 

to raise further funds for local good causes. 

This is a community event for the benefit of 

everybody, so if you feel you can offer something 

to the weekend by running a stall or serving tea or 

in any other way, please let a member of the 

committee know. Closer to the event, schedules will 

be drawn up so that the jobs are shared out fairly. 

Kev’s Castle 

Many of you will 

remember that, last 

summer, Lynn MacDonald 

and Michael MacKay took 

part in a skydive in 

memory of Kevin Flett, 

who sadly passed away 

earlier in 2015. As a result 

of their fund raising, a 

bouncy castle was bought 

for the community and 

was enjoyed by many children and adults at last 

year’s gala events. This inflatable is available for 

anyone in the community to hire for a £25 donation 

to the sports pavilion fund. The bouncy castle does 

fit into the village hall (just!), but users should be 

aware that there would be an additional charge for 

the hall hire.   There is still a sizeable amount of 

money in the Kev’s Castle fund, so anyone with any 

suggestions or requests of sporting equipment that 

could be bought for use by 

the community should 

contact a member of the 

development committee or 

the sports pavilion group. 

 

 

Marty Mackay  

Memorial Fund 

Sponsored Cycle /  

Walk 
In aid of cancer-related charities and 

other good causes in the North 

   
 

Saturday 9th April 2016 

Cycle: Lairg – Durness via Laxford (57miles) 

Walk: Rhiconich – Durness (15 miles) 

 

For sponsor form & further info please contact 

Donald 07729 314700 or kk60@btinternet.com 

 

Auction & Raffle 

Dance to follow in Durness Village Hall 
Charity Number SCO44264 

Pub Quiz 

Another successful pub quiz was hosted by 

Carolanne Forsyth in the Scourie Hotel last Friday 

evening. There were ten teams taking part, 

resulting in a prize pot of £39. With her usual 

variety of rounds, Carolanne kept everyone puzzling 

throughout the evening with much discussion and 

debate about the answers. The completed sheets 

were marked and points tallied before Carolanne 

announced the results. The Rockets (Gail, Joan, 

Linda & Kelly) were presented with the toilet roll 

for having the lowest score, whilst The Floor 

Musketeers (Fiona, Charlotte and 2 floor fitters 

working in the hotel) had the highest score and 

were presented with the cash pot and a bottle of 

whisky. 

Well done to Carolanne for organising 

yet another enjoyable quiz night, the 

reputation of which is continuing to 

grow, resulting in a bus load coming over 

from Kinlochbervie to join in the fun. 

 

mailto:kk60@btinternet.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

February Weather 

  

A wet month with heavy rain at the beginning, 

moderate rain in the middle, and a drier spell at the 

end. Temperatures have been low, but with a few 

sunny days to end the month. 

  

The total rainfall for the month was 173.5 mm, 

considerably higher than the 24 years average of 

124 mm. It was the fourth wettest February in the 

24 year records. The wettest day was 3rd with 26 

mm, and there were 5 days where no rain was 

recorded. 

Temperatures have been lower than last year, with 

an average max and min of 4.8 (6.0) deg C and 1.0 

(2.7) deg C. The highest temperature was 8 deg C 

on 1st and 15th, and the lowest was -2 deg C on 14th. 

The solar panels have produced 83 kW, an average 

of 3 kW, and with the highest of 7.7 kW on 28th. 
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A selection of photos from the Feis activities 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scourie Telephone Directory 

Sold as a school fund raiser 

 
Are you currently listed in the local directory? 

Does your listing in the local directory need to be updated? 

Are you aware of other listings that need to be updated? 

Would you like your mobile number added to the directory? 

Do you live in Achfary and would like your details to be added 

to the local directory? 

Please complete the form below as you would like your details 

to appear and return it to the primary school or to the box in 

Scourie Stores as soon as possible.  

 

Name: 
 

 

 

Address: 

 

 

 

 

Telephone number: 
 

 


