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Dates for May 
1st May Day holiday 

5th Scottish Parliamentary Election 

12th and 26th Camera club 

18th Mobile Library 

21st KLB FC home game 

28th Shinty 6s @ Scourie 

 

Road Saftey 
 

The Scourie News has been asked to remind youngsters 

about the dangers of playing football and similar activities 

around the main road passing through the village. It is great 

to see so many young people out and about with the brighter 

evenings, but please be careful about 

where you play! Nobody wants to see an 

accident happening due to an unexpected 

football or another toy landing in the road. 

 

 

Wildlife Festival 2016 

The Festival runs from 28th of May - 5th of June this 
year and has been created to bring the best of the 
outdoors straight to the North Coast 500 travellers and 
others at locations across the route. It features some 
very special Highland Council Countryside Rangers 
events. Together with North West Highlands Geopark, 
Scottish Natural Heritage, John Muir Trust, RSPB, 
Flow to the Future, Caithness Wildlife Tours, Coigach 
and Assynt Living Landscape and the Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust we have developed a fantastic 
programme of guided walks and other events to 
highlight the wonderful wildlife that can be seen in the 
North Highlands. 

The fun and family-friendly activity programme focuses 
on the amazing wildlife, heritage, history and nature of 
the area. Events such as guided walks, puffin 
watching, boat trips, safaris and much, much more! 
There are opportunities to look for puffins, golden 
eagles, badgers, bumblebees, otters, seals, dolphins 
and more with an experienced guide. If you want to 
climb a mountain, go for a breath-taking coastal walk, 
sit and watch birds or partake in an art workshop then 
this could be for you. 

However many of the events need to be booked so get 
in early. You can see a full list of the events by 
downloading a copy of the programme from NC500 
website here – 

http://www.northcoast500.com/blog/blog/march-
2016/north-coast-500-wildlife-festival-2016.aspx  

 

Scourie Gala 2016 
 

This year’s Scourie Gala had an early start last 

month. 8 cars took part in a car treasure hunt 

organised by Linda Macdonald and assistants which 

had them searching for clues from Badnabay to the 

former county depot. The winners were.... 

 1st Andy & Valerie MacKenzie & passengers  

2nd Lewis & Donna Flett & passengers  

3rd Mhairi & James & passengers  

Booby prize (arranging next 

year's hunt) Iona & Robert 

Shaw & passengers  

 Well done to everyone who 

took part! 

 

The hunt was followed by a bbq at the pavilion 

where the newly purchased grill was given its first 

outing. The gas powered grill has been bought with 

money from the Kev’s Castle fund, in memory of 

Kevin Flett. The grill will be used at all sorts of 

community events and is a very fitting tribute to 

Kevin as he did enjoy a bbq. 

 

The evening’s entertainment of a fancy dress disco 

was well supported and enjoyed by all who attended. 

The committee would like to thank everyone who 

supported these events in any way – through 

sponsorship, participating or working over the 

weekend. Community support is how our gala works! 

There are some bills to be settled, but a final total 

of the money raised will be available soon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plans continue to develop for this summer’s main 

gala events in August. Keep a look out for further 

details in future editions of the Scourie News and 

local posters.     
 

 

 

 

http://www.northcoast500.com/blog/blog/march-2016/north-coast-500-wildlife-festival-2016.aspx
http://www.northcoast500.com/blog/blog/march-2016/north-coast-500-wildlife-festival-2016.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

Job Vacancy (3 posts) 

Sessional Youth Worker 
SALARY: £9.14 per hour 

LOCATION: Kinlochbervie (1) and Scourie (2) 
HOURS: Hours to be discussed 

will include evening/weekend 
JOB PURPOSE: Develop good relationship  
with young people. Deliver youth work in a  
variety of informal settings, including the  

running of youth clubs and youth activities  
within the local communities. 

EXPERIENCE: 
Experience of working with young people.  

Experience of planning and delivering quality 
learning opportunities and activities 

The opportunity for training will be provided. 
Please contact Cara Cameron – 

cara.cameron@highlifehighland.com for a job 
description and application form. 

Closing date Thursday 19th May 2016 
 

KINLOCHBERVIE/SCOURIE 
SURGERY 

 
TEMPORARY RECEPTIONIST/DISPENSER 

(Band 3) 
 

We are seeking to recruit a competent and enthusiastic 
individual for the above temporary vacancy at the 
Kinlochbervie/Scourie and Durness Medical Practices.   
You should have good communication skills and be able 
to work both within a team and on your own initiative.  You 
must have previous general office experience using 
computers and dealing with the general public.  
Dispensing experience would be desirable although 
training will be given.  Applicants must have a current 
driving licence and access to a car. 
This is a part time post of 16 hours per week, worked over 
4 days and is temporary for a period of up to 1 year to 
cover a period of maternity leave.  The salary scale is 
£17,360 - £20,327 (pro rata). 
Informal enquiries would be welcomed by Diana Clark, 
Practice Manager, Tel: 01971 521260. 
Application forms/full information packs are available 
(quoting Job Ref: 004/16.17ES1) from the Personnel 
Department, Caithness General Hospital, Wick, KW1 
5NS, Tel: (01955) 880403 or e-mail 
northchprecruitment@nhs.net. 
 
CLOSING DATE FOR COMPLETED 
APPLICATIONS:  Friday 6

th
 May 2016 at 12 noon 

 

Eddrachilles Hotel 
 
New owners Richard and Fiona Trevor have opened 
the Eddrachilles Hotel for their first season just weeks 
after moving in. 
 
“We want Eddrachilles to be a small, friendly hotel with 
a surprisingly good restaurant service, for residents 
and non-residents alike. Children are very welcome 
(we are developing a book neuk for younger guests, 
suggestions please). Well behaved dogs may also 
accompany owners in the hotel. 
'The conservatory opens at 1000 for real coffee, 
baking, or brunch and we have a lunch menu from 12 
noon until 2pm with afternoon teas or coffees, home 
baking and light snacks available until 4.30pm. Dinner, 
2 or 3 courses, is from 6pm until 9pm.  We cook 
everything from fresh ingredients so the dinner menu 
changes every day.  
'Later in May we’ll be opening up our new Bakehouse 
(there’s a bit of conversion work to do first) which 
produce a wide range of fresh bread, rolls and cakes, 
many in the Nordic tradition. Although these will be 
mainly for eating in the hotel, we will be happy to 
consider orders for taking away. 
 
“We’ve been made to feel very welcome by everyone 
we’ve met in Scourie and the surrounding area - thank 
you! We have a lot of work ahead but know we made 
the right decision to move here."  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part-time general 
assistants sought for 
immediate start at the 

Eddrachilles Hotel. 
Flexible hours 

 Please contact  
Fiona or Richard Trevor 

on 01971 502080. 
 

Mackenzie Plant 

Scourie 
 

Quarry materials   

stone, crushed stone, scalpings, stone chips 

and concrete mix  

Can be delivered   

Any quantity. 

Just call Andy on 07747777335 

mailto:cara.cameron@highlifehighland.com
mailto:northchprecruitment@nhs.net


 

 

Highland Council Guided 

Walks in ASSYNT 2016 
For more information contact the Highland Council 

Countryside Ranger, Assynt Visitor Centre, Lochinver 

IV27 4LX; Telephone: 01571 844654  Email: 
andy.summers@highland.gov.uk or find us on 

Facebook Caithness and Sutherland Countryside 

Rangers 
 

Tuesday 10, 11.00am - 3.00pm Achmelvich Coastal Walk 
Come and see brilliant orchids, jewelled rocks and 

marvellous machair as we walk along a coastline steeped in 

crofting history, to the old mill at Altanabradhan. 

Meet at Achmelvich Beach car park. Grid ref: NC 058248. 

Grade B. Adults £9.00, conc. £5.00, family £24.00.  

Tuesday 17, 11.00am - 3.00pm Bone Caves, Inchnadamph 

This is a fascinating walk back in time to the ice-age where 

the bones of reindeer, polar bears and even humans were 

discovered in the caves. Stout footwear is essential. 

Meet at Bone Caves car park, 2.5miles south of 

Inchnadamph. Grid ref: NC 254179. Grade B. Adults £9.00, 

conc. £5.00, family £24.00.  

Thursday 19, 11.00am - 3.00pm Clachtoll Peat Road 

A journey into the heart of Assynt's peatlands.  See the 

druid's cave and old stone carvings, learn about the 

peatbanks and get a glimpse of the old way of life. This walk 

is part of the Peatland fortnight of events. 

Meet at Clachtoll Beach car park. Grid ref: NC 040273. 

Grade B. Free event.  

Tuesday 24, 11.00am - 3.00pm Drumbeg Peat Road 

Stunning walk in the remote Assynt "cnoc and loch" 

landscape. We will be walking through the Drumbeg 

common grazing land full of history and teeming with 

wildlife. This walk is part of the Peatland fortnight of events. 

Meet at Drumbeg view point car park. Grid ref: NC 120330. 

Grade B. Free event.  

Thursday 26, 11.00am - 3.00pm Clachtoll Coastal Walk 

Join us on this beautiful coastal walk through a crofting 

township rich in wildlife, to the iron-age broch. Hear the 

stories of skeletons, ancient saunas and catastrophic 

collapse. Find extraordinary ancient life forms. 

Meet at Clachtoll Beach car park. Grid ref: NC 040273. 

Grade B. Adults £9.00, conc. £5.00, family £24.00.  

And as part of the NC500 Wildlife Festival  
Tuesday 31, 9.00am - 3.00pm Golden Eagles, Lochinver 
A journey to hopefully glimpse one of the Golden Eagles 

that live in Assynt. No guarantees of course but come 

prepared for a day on the hill. 

Booking essential. Meeting place given on booking. Grade 

D. Adults £9.00, conc. £5.00, family £24.00.  

Tuesday 31, 9.00pm - 10.30pm Bat Watching, Lochinver 

Join us to watch one of nature's amazing spectacles as up to 

100 pipistrelle bats leave their roost. We will start with a 

short illustrated talk on bats at the Assynt Visitor Centre. 

Booking essential. Meeting place given on booking. Grade 

A. Adults £4.50, conc. £3.50, family £15.00.  

 

 

 

 

All the walks are led by one of the Rangers. It is important though 

that you think of your own safety and that of any children for 

whom you are responsible. Remember too that these are country 

walks in the Highland weather so please dress accordingly. Bring 

sturdy shoes, or boots, a picnic and a sense of fun. The Rangers 

reserve the right to cancel any of these events.   

Walk Grades: A is easiest, D most challenging, including very 

rough ground and sometimes steep climbs. Sorry watching wildlife 

is not usually compatible with taking dogs.   

Guided walks in the 
Northwest Highlands 

All walks; Adults £4.50, conc. £3.50, family £15.00. 

Tues  3
rd

 The Watch hill, by Tongue. 10.30am - 
2.00pm. Ben Tongue & the Watch Hill, Cnoc an 
Fhreiceadain, hill walk (307m) with outstanding views 
across the Kyle of Tongue. Meet at Coldbackie lay-by 
on the A836 3mls east of Tongue. Grid ref: NC 
610601.  

Mon 09, 10.30am - 1.00pm. Faraid Head Dunes and 
Beach Walk, Durness. Guided coastal walk along a 
beautiful beach and a wander through amazing dunes. 
Meet at Balnakeil beach car park by Durness. Grid ref: 
NC 392687. 

Wed 18
th

 11.00am - 3.30pm. Moine Path Guided 
Walk. Hill walk from the south end of Loch Hope over 
the historic Moine Path by Ben Hope to the Kyle of 
Tongue at Kinloch. Moorland wildlife, chance of seeing 
eagles, deer, in beautiful remote scenery. Bring 
suitable clothing, footwear and a packed lunch. We 
need to share vehicles, leaving cars at either end of 
route, please help if possible. FREE event as this walk 
is part of the Peatland fortnight events. Booking 
essential. Meeting place given out on booking. 
Contact Paul on 01847 821531 or 
paul.castle@highland.gov.uk. 

Mon 23, 10.30am - 1.00pm. Faraid Head Dunes and 
Beach Walk, Durness. Guided coastal walk along a 
beautiful beach and a wander through amazing dunes; 
chance of seeing Puffins. Meet at Balnakeil beach car 
park by Durness. Grid ref: NC 392687. 

Thurs 26
th
 10.30am - 1.30pm Scourie - Loch 

Leathad Trail Guided walk over moorland track 
amongst lochs and woodland. Fine views over Scourie 
bay. Meet at Scourie old Depot Road 300m south of 
village sign. Grid ref: NC 157437. 

Mon. 30
th

 10.30am - 1.00pm. Scottish Primrose 
Search & Beach Walk, by Durness Guided coastal 
walk along a beautiful beach and a wander over Faraid 
head in search of these rare flowers. Meet at Balnakeil 
Beach car park by Durness. Grid ref: NC 392687. 

Contact  donald.mitchell@highland.gov.uk or TEL. 
01971 511756. Other walks or groups by request – 
please enquire. 

mailto:andy.summers@highland.gov.uk
mailto:paul.castle@highland.gov.uk
mailto:donald.mitchell@highland.gov.uk
http://www.facebook.com/ASCCountrysideRangers


 

 

 

The Rock Stop at Unapool is the visitor centre for the North 

West Highland Geopark with an exhibition room, cafe and 

shop.  

NWHG is exploring new ways of operating the venue. 

Could NWHG run the Rock Stop as a community hub with 

your support? Or possibly, even as a franchise?  

To discuss voluntary, paid or franchise opportunities   

 

- please contact shona@nwhgeopark.com  

  www.nwhgeopark.com  

;M: 07541 214 029 

 

 

 

People of the Sea and Land 
 
Shona McMillan moved to Kinlochbervie in 
March but with a lifetime connection to the 
area, her family’s 50+ years of highland 
holiday photos show many local changes. 
Also, in recent years, Shona has 
photographed “People of the Sea and Land”. 
Having exhibited in Durness and 
Kinlochbervie, Shona is now keen to do an 
old and new Scourie exhibition. Wishing to 
photograph people working at lambing, 
fishing etc, for the camera shy, Shona’s 
photos can just show people’s busy hands at 
work.  
To let Shona photograph you or to share old 
photos, please message her Facebook page 
Shona McMillan Celtic Reflections or her 
website www.shonamcmillan.co.uk Or, call 
her on 07541 214 029 or see Shona at 
Scourie Camera Club’s fortnightly 7.30pm 
Thursday meetings at Scourie Village Hall. 
 

From Kinlochbervie, an old Loch Clash photo 
 by Shona’s late father, Hugh McMillan. 

 

 

 

North West Sutherland AFA 
 

This season, Kinlochbervie Football Cub continue to play 

their home games at the Scourie pitch under the coaching / 

managing of Tony Reynoldson. Their cup game season has 

begun with a mixture of wins and losses, but there are high 

hopes of more wins to come as the league games commence. 

 

Fixtures for May 

7th May Away to Melvich 

21st May Home to Brora 

28th May Away to Tongue 

but trying to move this game to another date. 

 

Tony is running a weekly draw to raise funds for the football 

club. April’s winners are as follows: 

 

Draw 16/4/16 1st Prize No72 £40 Dodi  

2nd Prize No 29 £15 Sam Lucas  

3rd Prize No75 £10 Bob Luncy.  

 

Draw 23/4/16 1st Prize No95 £40 Jack Hatherhall  

2nd Prize No 75 £15 Bob (Tourist)  

3rd Prize No 131 Not won (Roll Over. 

 

 
Volunteers required 

 

The Scourie Pavilion is a fabulous resource for our village 

but needs to be maintained. Regular football matches and 

school sports days are a great opportunity for funds to be 

raised for the general running of the building by selling teas 

& coffees to the spectators, but cleaning is also required. 

 

So can you help? 

Sell tea & coffee 

Brush out changing rooms 

Empty bins 

 

If you can help and would be willing to become part of a 

rota, please contact Aileen on 502371 or 

scourienews@btinternet.com 

 

Forthcoming Events 

21
st
 May Football match 

1
st
 June Primary Sports Day 

15
th

 June High School Sports Day 

http://www.shonamcmillan.co.uk/


 

 

Lynn’s Chip Van 
 

Open every Saturday night  

5pm-8pm 

Look out for more opening hours in June! 

 
 

 

 
 

The Anchorage Café Bar  
  

Opens Tuesday 10th May  

Sunday to Thursday 10-5  

Friday and Saturday open till 8 serving 

evening meals!! 

 

 

 

 

Bar opening times  

Friday 6- 11  

Saturday 6-11 

 Sunday 3-11 

 

 

 

 

Far North Shinty Sixes 

Tournament 
 

This annual event will take place in Scourie on Sat 28 May. 

Due to this turning into such a huge success and attracting 

more and more teams each year the organisers are altering 

the format slightly this year.  

Entries to both sections (Open and 14 & under) will be 

limited to 8 teams on a first come first entered basis. This 

will allow enough time to play all the games throughout the 

day. The junior section will take place between 10 am - 1pm 

and the Open section from 1pm - 6pm. 

This is always a great day of sport, regardless of the 

weather, and is the main fundraiser of the year for the local 

shinty team. Please come along and lend your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trials Bike Success 
 

Congratulations go to Andy 

MacKenzie (junior) who was 

recently awarded with the title the 

Inverness & District Motor Cycle 

Club Youth B Champion for 2015. 

Well done, Wee Andy! 

 
 

 

 

April Weather 
 

When I was “down South”, the cold spell in April was 

always called “blackthorn winter” as the hedgerows were 

covered in sloe blossom at the time. Here it’s called 

“Lambing snow”. We’ve had a few coverings, the heaviest 

one being a day later than last year! 

The rainfall has been average, exactly almost, with 83.5 mm 

compared to the 20 year average of 84 mm. Last year we 

had 114 mm. The wettest day was 26th with 11.5 mm, and 

there were 10 days when no rain was recorded. 

Temperatures have been lower than last year, the average 

max being 8.1 deg C (8.8), and the average min being 3.5 

deg C (4.0). The highest temperature was 11 deg C on 11th, 

and the lowest was 0 deg C, recorded on 5 days. The solar 

panels have produced 350 kW, an average of 11.69 (12.56), 

and a high of 19.14 on 23rd. (last year’s figures in brackets) 

 

Pete Tuck 

 

 

Camera Club 

 

This month the camera club will be meeting on  

12th and 26th in the village hall.  

Everyone welcome. 
 

 

Kev’s Castle Fund 

 

As previously mentioned, a fantastic gas grill has 

been purchased with money from the funds raised 

by Lynn & Michael in memory of Kevin Flett. 5-a-

side football goals and balls have also been 

purchased which Tony Reynoldson uses whilst 

training the youngsters. These are great resources 

which will be hugely appreciated by all who use 

them. 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjtot7HxrnMAhXKCsAKHf_kDakQjRwIBw&url=http://worldartsme.com/fish-and-chips-clipart.html&bvm=bv.121070826,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFtNRMkEnO1xcZvEDfJeLrcEKXEww&ust=1462215242901472


 

 

  

 
 

Connect Assynt Ltd 
FOR BOOKINGS Tel: 01571 844590 

Or email: info@connectassynt.co.uk 

May 2016 - Assynt Community Bus – Scourie to Lochinver 
Tues 10

th
 and 24

th
 May - £1-£5 return 

Lochinver Harbour   8.45am 

Scourie Shop              9.45am arrive 

Scourie Shop             10.00am depart 

Lochinver Harbour  11.00am arrive 

Lochinver Harbour    1.00pm depart 

Scourie Shop               2.00pm arrive 

Scourie Shop               2.10pm depart 

Lochinver Harbour    3.10pm 

All times are approximate. We will pick 

up/drop off along route as long as safe to do so. 

Please telephone/email to book your seat. 

Concession cards not valid as this is a trial 

route.  

Priority groups: 

 Over 60s 

 Those with a disability (plus attendant if 
required, who would travel free of 
charge) 

We are however pleased to be able to open 

these trips up to other residents, if the bus is not 

filled with our priority groups. 

We may be able to accommodate you if you are 

(in order of priority): 

 Residents with no personal transport. 

 Residents with other entitlement card. 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY BUS SO WE CAN REGISTER THIS ROUTE AS A 

REGULAR BUS SERVICE FOR ALL! 

 
Scottish Charity SC045852   Company No 402621  

 

 

 

Disclaimer 
The editor would like it to be known that any items featured in the Scourie News do not necessarily 

reflect the opinions of the editor or the community council. Articles are inserted at the contributors’ request. 
Edited & compiled by Aileen MacDonald 

on behalf of Scourie & District Community Council 

scourienews@btinternet.com 


