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Dates for June 
28th May – 5th Highland Council Wildlife Festival 

Wed 1st Primary school sports @ Scourie 

Fri/ Sat 3rd/4th Screen Machine @ KLB 

Tues 7th & 21st recycling bins 

Wed 8th & 29th Mobile library 

Sat 11th ESA ceilidh @ Scourie Village Hall 

Tues 14th & 28th rubbish bins 

Wed 15th High school sports @ Scourie 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCOURIE COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 

LTD 
 
Scourie residents have now moved a step forward in shaping 

their own future by acquiring a 1.76 hectare site in the 

centre of the village, thanks to a grant of £54,000 from the 

Scottish Land Fund. 

Scourie Community Development Company Ltd are 

planning to build a Geocentre Visitor attraction on the site 

as a focal point for the wider North West Highlands 

Geopark. The planned Geocentre will house a world-

renowned Collection of rocks, minerals and fossils and will 

become an educational resource for visiting schools and 

universities, whilst contributing to the local economy. 

Scourie Community Development Company Chairman, 

Angus Mackay, said: “The Development Company board is 

absolutely delighted that, as a result of the Land Fund grant, 

the Company has been able to acquire the land for the 

proposed Geocentre. This acquisition enables the Company 

to further progress its exciting project to create a Geology 

Themed Visitor attraction that will revitalise the tourist 

economy of the whole of the North West Highlands 

Geopark area”. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Two-Day Business Start Workshop 
 

0930 to 1630 Monday 20th June 
0930 to 1630 Tuesday 21st June 

 
NW Training Centre, Manse Road, 

Kinlochbervie, IV27 4RG 
 
“This is a FREE Two-Day Business Start Workshop 
incorporating: Business Planning, Finance, Marketing & 
Market Research” 
 
By the end of the workshop you will be able to: 
 
• Understand the need for ongoing planning in starting and 
running a successful business • Create a description for 
your business and set meaningful objectives • Consider 
efficient and effective ways to get the skills and resources 
the business needs • Understand the differences between a 
Profit and Loss Account, a Cash Flow statement and 
Working Capital • Understand how VAT works • Be aware 
of the documentation required by HMRC • Set targets for 
your business • Be able to identify and your target 
customers • Understand the strengths and weaknesses of 
your competitors • Identify and complete the additional 
market research required to support your business plan 
 

For more information or to book a place, please 
contact Lesley Allan on 01463 713889 or 
lesley.allan@highland-opportunity.com 
 
 

Scourie Primary School 
 

The new school year, starting in August, will see 

some changes in Scourie Primary School. The 

current head teacher, Mrs Clare Warwick, has 

decided to move to Edinburgh so has resigned from 

her post. Mrs Aileen MacDonald has been appointed 

as acting head teacher for the 2016/17 session. 
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WHAT IF? 

 
What if our precious Village Hall had to suddenly close and 

we were all prevented from using it, for some reason or 

another?  What if the members of our community, young 

and old, had nowhere to hold events such as dances, musical 

events, seasonal events, classes, group meetings, etc. …… ?  

The list could go on.  If our hall, our most important 

community asset, were to close (even for a few months), this 

would have a serious impact on all of us. 
 

Well ….. this scenario is not completely impossible but 

please read on! 

 

You may (or may not) be aware of this but Scourie Village 

Hall has been urgently in need of vital upgrading work to 

provide a disabled toilet facility, bringing the Hall into an 

acceptable condition for its continued public use.  In 

December of this year, the Entertainments Licence must 

be renewed to allow the Hall to continue to run public 

events, and this will not be granted without the vital 

improvements to the toilet facilities being completed.  A 

much-needed upgrading to the Hall electrics is also required 

but this is slightly less critical. 

 

Your Hall Committee are fully aware of the situation and 

they have been working tirelessly to ensure that “the 

unthinkable” does not occur.  They have been applying for 

funds to allow the necessary works, which are not cheap, to 

proceed.  This means that everything that involves the use of 

the Hall allows the opportunity to generate yet some more 

funds towards paying for the vital upgrading works.  As 

recently as last week, the Hall Committee applied for, and 

were granted, the maximum of £2,000 at the Stronger 

Sutherland Event run by The Highland Council, where they 

were judged to be the neediest cause out of more than 40 

applications submitted across the whole of Sutherland! 

 

So the message is really very simple:- 

“Will you please recognise that your Hall Committee are 

doing their very best to generate the necessary funds and 

will you please continue to support each and every event 

that they run at the Hall, as best you can, in order to 

ensure that they can afford to organise these vital 

improvements and keep our Hall open?” 

 

As they say in other places – “Every Little Helps!”  Thank 

you for your understanding and support.  We just want you 

to be aware that we are doing everything possible on behalf 

of the wider community.  Together, we’ll get there in the 

end! 

 

(This notice inserted on behalf of  

Scourie Village Hall Committee.) 

 

 

 

Scourie Web Site 

www.scourie.co.uk 
 

The web site has recently had a change of operating system, 

and is now edited with a new software package. This allows 

me to edit pages, re-arrange them and add pictures. I have 

worked my way through most of the pages, and hope the 

entries are OK for everyone. If something is not quite right, 

or if you have any ideas to improve the site, please let me 

know via the contact form on the pages. 

So who actually looks at the site? I now have access to all 

sorts of statistics about visitors to the web site. In the last 

month there have been 1262 site visits, and 3752 page 

views. So each visitor looks at, on average, just over three 

pages. 60% of these visits are made from a desktop 

computer, and around 20% each for tablets and mobile 

phones. 

Some of you may have noticed a screen “pop-up” message. I 

had one set up for the recent treasure hunt, and one for the 

upcoming Shinty tournament. These have been viewed 576 

and 617 times each, and are designed to attract peoples 

notice to these events. 

The top ten pages viewed are as follows: 1. Homepage 

(1441 views). 2. Diary (216). 3. Accommodation (155). 4. 

B&B’s (151). 5. Hotels (135). 6. Information (127). 7. Shop 

(122). 8. Bars & Restaurants (121). 9. Self-catering (115). 

10. Midges! (91). 

It is quite clear that people viewing the pages are looking for 

somewhere to stay and eat, along with some local 

information. Oh, and to find out about the midges! 

I can even see which country the visitors come from! Top of 

the list is the UK (with 985 visits), then USA (91), Germany 

(42), France (29), Netherlands (27), Switzerland (16), 

Australia (13), Italy (12), Unknown (8), Belgium (5), 

Ireland and Canada (4), Romania, Hungary and Finland (3), 

Poland, Hong Kong and Spain (2), and one visit each from 

South Africa, Trinidad and Tobago, Russia, Serbia, New 

Zealand, Norway, Iran, Israel, Ghana, Czech Republic, 

China and Austria. 

The site features a diary of village events. This can only be 

kept up to date if I’m told about things. So if you want 

football matches (and results), table tennis nights, chip vans, 

or anything else featured – let me know. 

There is also a blog page, a page where comments about 

village events can be made. The last comment was about 

Jean Mackay’s success in achieving some funding for the 

village hall. 

So to sum up, the web site belongs to the Community 

Council, but is there both to provide information for tourists 

and village inhabitants. It’s your site. Help me make it a 

useful tool for the village please. 

 

Pete Tuck 
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Highland Council  

Guided Walks in ASSYNT  
For more information contact the Highland Council 

Countryside Ranger, Assynt Visitor Centre, Lochinver 

IV27 4LX; Telephone: 01571 844654  Email: 
andy.summers@highland.gov.uk or find us on 

Facebook Caithness and Sutherland Countryside 

Rangers 
Thursday 02, 11.00am - 1.00pm Black-throated Divers, 

Lochinver 

Accompany the Ranger to look for these stunningly 
beautiful birds on a traditional breeding loch. A speciality of 
this area, its eerie calls are some of the most evocative 
sounds of the remote lochs of Assynt. Booking essential. 
Meeting place given on booking. Grade B. Adults £4.50, 
conc. £3.50, family £15.00.  
Thursday 02, 7.30pm - 9.00pm Otter Talk, Lochinver 
The secret life of the otter in Assynt, come along and hear 
about how to see them. Booking essential. Meeting place 
given on booking. Grade A. Adults £4.50, conc. £3.50, 
family £15.00.  
Tuesday 07, 11.00am - 3.00pm Bone Caves, Inchnadamph 
This is a fascinating walk back in time to the ice-age where 
the bones of reindeer, polar bears and even humans were 
discovered in the caves. Stout footwear is essential. Meet 
at Bone Caves car park, 2.5miles south of Inchnadamph. 
Grid ref: NC 254179. Grade B. Adults £9.00, conc. £5.00, 
family £24.00.  
Tuesday 14, 11.00am - 4.00pm Traligill Caves, 
Inchnadamph 
Walk with us on this brilliant walk in the valley of the trolls 
and see the fantastic flowers and view the evidence of 
stunning forces which have built mountains and created 
deep caves. Meet at Inchnadamph car park. Grid ref: NC 
251216. Grade B. Adults £9.00, conc. £5.00, family £24.00.  
Tuesday 21, 11.00am - 3.00pm Achmelvich Coastal Walk 
Come and see brilliant orchids, jewelled rocks and 
marvellous machair as we walk along a coastline steeped in 
crofting history, to the old mill at Altanabradhan. Meet at 
Achmelvich Beach car park. Grid ref: NC 058248. Grade B. 
Adults £9.00, conc. £5.00, family £24.00.  
Thursday 23, 11.00am - 3.00pm Drumbeg Peat Road 
Stunning walk in the remote Assynt "cnoc and loch" 
landscape. We will be walking through the Drumbeg 
Common Grazing land full of history and teeming with 
wildlife . Meet at Drumbeg view point car park. Grid ref: NC 
120330. Grade B. Adults £9.00, conc. £5.00, family £24.00.  
Tuesday 28, 11.00am - 3.00pm Clachtoll Coastal Walk 
Join us on this beautiful coastal walk through a crofting 
township rich in wildlife, to the iron-age broch. Hear the 
stories of skeletons, ancient saunas and catastrophic 
collapse. Find extraordinary ancient life forms. Meet at 
Clachtoll Beach car park. Grid ref: NC 040273. Grade B. 
Adults £9.00, conc. £5.00, family £24.00.  

All the walks are led by one of the Rangers. It is important though 

that you think of your own safety and that of any children for 

whom you are responsible. Remember too that these are country 

walks in the Highland weather so please dress accordingly. Bring 

sturdy shoes, or boots, a picnic and a sense of fun. The Rangers 

reserve the right to cancel any of these events.   

Walk Grades: A is easiest, D most challenging, including very 

rough ground and sometimes steep climbs. Sorry watching wildlife 

is not usually compatible with taking dogs.   

 

Guided walks in 
Northwest Sutherland 

 
All walks £4.50 adults, £3.50 concessions 

 

Thursday 2nd…Durness;  evening Corncrake walk, 

10pm – 11.30pm.approx. A leisurely stroll around Durness 
in the hope of hearing our rare Corncrake residents plus 
anything else that we happen across. Booking essential, 
Subject to good weather on the night.  
Meeting place given out on booking.  

Friday 3rd…Durness; morning beach walk and 

puffin hunt. Meet at Balnakeil car park at 10:30am. – 12:30 
approx. beautiful beach and amazing dunes.  
Tuesday 14th…Kyle of Durness – rare flowers 

and seabirds, beautiful scenery, quiet little beaches. Meet 
at Durness golf course car park at 10:30am. – 1pm.  
Thursday 16th…Scourie north shore; Coastal 

walk across hill and moorland, fine views, flowers, birds. 
Meet at Scourie pier car park at 10:30am – 1.30pm.  
Thursday 23rd…Scourie; cliffs and caves, 

undulating coastal walk, otter signs, sea birds, and great 
views. Meet at Scourie Free church car park at south end of 
the village at 10:30am – 1pm.  

Wednesday 29th… Talmine to Port Vasco; 
serene & beautiful coastal walk, masses of wild flowers. 
Meet at Talmine pier at 10:30am – 2pm. [please do not 
block pier access].  
 
 

North West Sutherland AFA 
 

Fixtures for June 

4
th 

Sat home to Lochinver 

11
th

 Sat away to Embo 

18
th

 Sat away to Golspie 

 

Tony is running a weekly draw to raise funds for the football 

club. May’s winners are as follows: 

 

7/5/16 1st Prize Derek Morrison No 112 £45  

2nd Prize No5 Connor Munro £15  

3rd Prize No 123 Not won Rollover  

 

14/5/16 1st Prize No 124 Neil Macdonald £45  

2nd Prize No 114 Not Won Rollover  

3rd Prize No 86 Gary Shand (rolled over) £20  

 

21/5/16 1st Prize No 39 Peter Patterson £50  

2nd Prize No 15 Danny Tebay (rolled over) £30  

3rd Prize No 4 Mark Dorian £10  
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Screen Machine @ KLB 

Friday, 3rd,  Zootropolis 

Certificate: PG  

Duration: 108 mins 17:30 

Florence Foster Jenkins 

Certificate: PG 

Duration: 110 mins 20:30 

Saturday, 4th,  Kung Fu Panda 3 

Certificate: PG 

Duration: 95 mins 14:00 

Eddie the Eagle 

Certificate: PG 

Duration: 106 mins 17:30 

Rams   

Certificate: 15 

Duration: 93 mins 20:30 

 

Disclaimer 
The editor would like it to be known that any items featured in the Scourie 

News do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the editor or the community council. Articles are 

inserted at the contributors’ request. 
Edited & compiled by Aileen MacDonald 

on behalf of Scourie & District Community Council 

scourienews@btinternet.com 
 

 

 
 

Would you like to include something in the next 

edition of the Scourie News? 

Have you got an idea for a new, regular article? 

All ideas & suggestions are very welcome.  

Please contact Aileen on 502371 or on 

scourienews@btinternet.com 
 

 

 About The Edinburgh Sutherland 
Association  

This year the ESA was able to donate £2,200 to good 
causes in Sutherland, including youth groups and other 

local community charities - please come along to 
celebrate our 150th year and support our cause so we 

can continue to provide this support! 
 

 

May Weather 
 

A lovely warm and dry month. Rainfall was 56.5 mm, 

below the average of 78 mm, and half the amount 

we had last year (119 mm). The wettest day was 2nd 

with 12 mm, and there were 17 days without any 

rain. Temperatures have been up as well, with an 

average minimum of 7.6 deg C (5.4), and an average 

maximum of 13.4 deg C (9.7). The coldest 

temperature was 4 deg C on 3rd, and the highest 

was 21 deg C on 11th. 

The solar panels have produced 525 kW, an average 

of 16.9 kW (13.99). The highest was 29.7 kW on 

26th. 

Firsts for the month are hearing the cuckoo on 6th, 

and a corncrake on the 10th. Saw the first swallows 

on the 10th as well. 
Pete Tuck 
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Connect Assynt Ltd 

FOR BOOKINGS   Tel: 01571 844590 

Or email: info@connectassynt.co.uk 

Assynt Community Bus 
Tues 7

th
 and 21

st
 June 

Scourie to Lochinver Route 
Lochinver Harbour    8.45am 

Scourie Shop               9.45am arrive 

Scourie Shop             10.00am depart 

Lochinver Harbour  11.00am arrive 

Lochinver Harbour    1.00pm depart 

Scourie Shop               2.00pm arrive 

Scourie Shop               2.10pm depart 

Lochinver Harbour    3.10pm 

 
All times are approximate. We will pick up/drop 

off along route as long as safe to do so. 

£5 return 
Please telephone/email to book your seat. 

Wed 15
th

 June 

Day Trip to Durness  
Pick up points at Lochinver and Scourie 

Shop 10.30am in Scourie-5pm 

Leisurely drive to the north west corner of 
Scotland. Discover the many interesting 
studios in Balnakeil Craft village. Have a 

stroll along Balnakeil beach with stunning 
views to Faraid Head. Take your time 

having a look round the main village and 
enjoy the views on the road back home. 

£5 return from Scourie 

(leaving Durness at 3.30pm) 
Please telephone/email to book your seat 

Priority groups: 

 Over 60s. 

 Those affected by disability (plus attendant if required, who would travel free of charge). 

We are however pleased to be able to open these trips up to other residents, if the bus is not filled with our priority groups.  

We may be able to accommodate you if you are: (In order of priority) 

 Residents with no personal transport 

 Residents with any other entitlement card 

NB We are unable to accept concession cards as payment on these routes at the moment but hope that will change in 

the longer term for some of the routes if we can make them registered routes. Please support us by using the 

community bus! 

 



 

 

Scourie Gala 2016 

Fri 12th, Sat 13th & Sun 14th 

August 
 

Lots of fun for all the family! 

 

Friday evening 

Children’s fancy dress competition 

Adult fancy dress 5-a-side football 

BBQ & beer tent 

 

Saturday @ the pitch 

Motorbike display 

Craft stalls 

Bouncy Castle & Inflatables 

Baking & Craft competition 

Pillow Fights & Tug of War 

Plus lots of visiting attractions 

 

Saturday evening 

Dance in village hall 

 

Sunday @ the burn 

Duck race 


