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Dates for December 
Sat 10

th
 Last day for Christmas greetings 

Tues 6
th

 & 20
th

 Recycling bins emptied 

Tues 6
th

 Meeting re schools management @ KLB 

Tues 13
th

 & 27
th

 Refuse bins emptied 

Wed 14
th

 Mobile library van 

Thurs 15
th

 School trip to panto 

Sun 18
th

 Carol service @ 6pm 

Tues 20
th

 Primary Christmas show @ village hall 

Thurs 22
nd

 Community Christmas party @ village hall 

Thurs 22
nd

 Last collection for local card delivery 

Fri 23
rd

 Schools close for holidays 

Fri 30
th

 Festive dance to The Impact 

Sat 31
st

 Hogmanay draw @ The Anchorage 

Christmas Greetings 

There is still time to add your greeting to the Scourie News 

Christmas special. Entries & the appropriate money should 

be put into the box in the shop 

by Saturday 10
th

 Dec @ 5pm. 

There are extra forms available 

at the counter in the shop. 

Remember to state your 

preferred charity. The money 

will be split between the two 

most popular nominations. 

 

 

Who 

can 

name 

the 

moth? 

 

The great moth find! 

Recently Leo MacDonald found a large moth whilst 
walking in the village. Little did he know that his 
find was quite so rare and would create so much 

interest. 

This is the first Death's Head Hawkmoth to be found in 
Vice County 108 which covers West Sutherland so 
well done to Leo MacDonald the finder!  But beware, it 
is in folklore, a harbinger of doom!  It's also unusual as 
it makes a squeaking noise if it's disturbed - it's a pity 
your one was dead. I've never seen one myself 
It's an immigrant moth from Europe and has turned up 
on the Northern and Western isles but rarely. It's more 
often found in southern England. There are very few 
records north of Inverness as far as I know. Like many 
migrant birds, it's also turned up on off-shore oil rigs. 
The caterpillars feed on tattie plants and they have 
bred in the UK but it's unlikely they ever get to 
adulthood as they can't overwinter in our climate, 
pupate and produce a flying moth. They can turn up as 
early as May up to late November and 30 in one year 
would be a good year for the UK. 
It's a member of the Hawkmoth family and we have 
several other species in Sutherland most commonly 
the Poplar hawkmoth and the Elephant and Small 
Elephant Hawkmoths. Occasionally we have the 
Convululous Hawkmoth which is another 
immigrant from Southern Europe The latter nectars on 
tobacco plant flowers and 2 were found in a Golspie 
garden in a year when the gardener planted Nicotinia 
flowers with the express hope of luring the moth - I've 
had no such luck. 
Moths often get neglected compared to Butterflies 
although they all belong to the same family. In the 
Highlands you'd be hard put to see 20 species of 
Butterflies but in my garden up on the North coast at 
Melvich, I've had something over 300 species of 
moths. None as large as the Death's Head but some 
as small as a few millimetre with 4 or 5 fitting on a 
buttercup's flower head. There is a lady in Scourie who 
like me, traps and records moths and there have been 
several other moth-ers in the area over the years. In 
fact Scourie is a bit of a hot spot for moth recording 
compared to the rest of Sutherland. 
Congratulation to the observant pupil - it would be nice 
to have his name and the date so the record can be 
put on the national database for moths, properly 
attributed. A national atlas of moths will be published in 
the next couple of years and your finders records will 
appear as a lone Sutherland dot on the UK map but 
we'll know the story behind it. 

Graham Crittenden 
County moth recorder for West Sutherland VC108 



Children In Need 

The nursery & primary 

school pupils got together 

on Friday 18th Nov to raise 

money for the national 

charity, Children In Need. 

By wearing spots and making 

jointed Pudsey Bears, the 

children raised £40. Well 

done to everyone! 

Christmas Carol Service 

Everyone in the community is invited to take part in 

the carol service in Scourie Church of Scotland on 

Sunday 18th December at 6pm. Tea, coffee, juice 

and mince pies will be 

served in the church 

hall afterwards. 

Those who wish to may 

contribute to the 

Christmas appeal to 

support the work of 

Barnabas Fund which helps Christians who have had 

to flee from Syria, Iraq and elsewhere. 

World Mission Stamp 

2016 Appeal 

Christine MacDonald would like to thank everyone 

who has collected stamps & passed them onto her 

for the World Mission Stamp Appeal. The 2015 

appeal raised £3511 to support the work of the 

Church of Scotland HIV programme. 

The 2016 appeal is to raise money for the Othara 

Eco-spirituality centre run by the Church of South 

India. Christine’s top tip is to keep an empty jar on 

your window sill to pop used stamps into as you open 

your post. When it is full, pass them onto Christine. 

 

 

Scourie Gala 2017 
 
The gala committee held their AGM in November and 
were delighted to welcome some new members, whilst 
also thanking those whom stood down for their hard 
work during their time on the committee. 
The office bearers of the 2017 committee are: 

Chairperson – Linda MacDonald 
Treasurer- Pete Tuck 

Secretary – Aileen MacDonald 
 

The following events have been organised: 
 

Festive dance to The Impact on Fri 30
th

 Dec 
 

(gala committee paying for the band so all proceeds 
from the night will go to the hall refurbishment fund) 

 
Gala Beag (Weekend of fun and games)  

Fri 26th & Sat 27th May 2017 
 

Gala Mhor (Thurs - Sun)  
Thurs 6th - Sun 9th July 2017 

 
Lots more information will follow in the New Year! 

 
Youth Football 

 
Tony Reynoldson is an enthusiastic football coach who 
spends much of his free time coaching adult & youth 
players in the local area. 
On Saturday 19

th
 Nov, he took 4 primary aged boys 

from Scourie School to a competition in Lochinver. 
This is the first time these boys had competed as a 
team and were very excited about the opportunity. 
The competition statistics were as follows: 
 

Scourie Primary finished 3rd out of 7, 

 Played 6; Won 3 Drew 1 Lost 2,  

Goal scorers: Patrick 4, Euan 2, Rylee 2 

 Leo kept 2 clean sheets in goal 

 
The boys would like to sincerely thank Tony for 

taking them & are looking forward to their next 

competition! Thanks are also extended to the hall 

committee for the use of the hall for practice. 



 

 

Nailed It! 

Local resident, Krysha Gouden, has set up a 

manicure business at her home in Moffat Square. 

Appointments are available for evening & weekend. 

Krysha offers gel 

polish, extensions, 

acrylic polish and 

French tips. To make 

an appointment, 

contact Krysha on 

502334. 

Local Card Delivery Service 

Scourie Primary School will be running their annual 

local card delivery service throughout December. 

There will be a post box in Scourie Stores from 

Thursday 1st December with the final collection 

being on Thursday 22nd December. Deliveries will be 

made regularly throughout the month, covering 

Achfary to Unapool with everywhere between. The 

charge remains 

at 10p per card 

and should be put 

into the box with 

the cards. All 

monies raised will 

go into the 

school fund. 

 

Village Hall Bookings 

The Hall committee would like to thank Donna Flett for 
her years of service taking bookings for the hall. 
Donna stood down from the hall committee several 
years ago, but continued in her role of bookings 
secretary, and we thank her for this. 
From now, bookings are to be made to Peter Tuck, 
and can be made in the same way, by telephone 
(502430), mobile (07899872061), text message, 
Facebook, e-mail (contact from Scourie web-site), 
Morse code, semaphore signals, or carrier pigeon! 
I will reply to emails and confirm all bookings, and post 
on a calendar page on the Scourie web site. All 
bookings will be recorded in a diary, and this will be 
official record of bookings, as it has always been. 
All users of the hall must book the hall prior to using it, 
to prevent double bookings. 

Pete Tuck. 

 

Lands End to 

John O’Groats 
Next year 
at the end 
of May I 
will be 
cycling 
from Lands 
End to 
John 
O'Groats. 
This will be 
in aid of 
two 
charities; 
the RNLI 
and the 
SSPCA. 

The whole undertaking is planned for ten days cycling, 
with a rest day in the middle and three travel days 
coming to a total of 14 days. The distance will range 
between 90-120 miles per day. 
If you're interested in sponsoring me, forms will be 
available in the Scourie shop and the Anchorage. One 
form for each charity, so you can donate to one, the 
other or both! Any funds raised will help greatly with 
motivation and really will make a difference. I have 
also set up a Just Giving web page, one for each 
charity. If you go onto www.justgiving.com and type in 
my name (Beth Osborne), you will see the above 
picture. 
You will also probably see me around on the bike 
training, or walking the dog, so feel free to say hi! Any 
cash donations will be split evenly between the two 
charities. We've already raised £255 so a big thank 
you to those who have already donated! 

Beth Osbourne 

Moffat Square 

http://www.justgiving.com/


School Management 
Structure 

Highland Council is planning a new management 
structure for Kinlochbervie High School and the three 
area primary schools: Durness, Kinlochbervie and 
Scourie.  Parent Council Chairs have already met with 
Highland Council officials. 
All parents/carers & members of the communities are 
invited to attend an upcoming meeting at 
Kinlochbervie High School on Tuesday 6 
December at 7:00 pm.    Mr Barry Northedge (Quality 
Improvement Manager) and members of the current 
management team from all the schools will be 
available to answer questions on the new 
management structure. 
Should you have any questions before the meeting of 
should you be unable to attend, please contact Aileen 
MacDonald who will be happy to discuss it with 
you.  You may also contact the Chairs of any of the 
Parent Councils who will be happy to ask questions on 
your behalf. 
For further details, have a look at the Scourie Primary 
or Kinlochbervie High School websites. Both websites 
are regularly updated. If you register your email to 
follow these website, you will get a notification 
whenever there is an update.Each website carries a lot 
of useful information. 

https://kinlochberviehigh.wordpress.com/ 

https://scourieprimary.wordpress.com/ 

Laura & Kip would like to 

sincerely thank everyone 

who came along to the 

recent quiz night in The 

Anchorage. They were 

overwhelmed with the 

support they received, 

especially with teams 

travelling from Kinlochbervie.  There was a lot of 

head-scratching with some tricky questions, but a 

great time was had by all. Congratulations to the 

winning team of Roger, Paul, Irene & John.  

 

Poppy Scotland Appeal 

This year’s Poppy Scotland Appeal raised £242.48 

within the Scourie and district area. Many thanks 

to all who contributed. 

 

Telephone 

Directory 

The local telephone directory has been updated and 

is available to buy for £5 for the primary school. 

Unfortunately there has been an error in the first 

round of printing. For those who have already 

bought a directory, please alter the number for the 

following insertion: 

MacKay, A & J, Scouriemore ……502361 

More will be available to buy at the school 

Christmas Fayre on Tuesday 22nd Dec. 

Christmas Show 

The primary school’s annual Christmas show will 

take place on Tuesday 20th Dec at 7pm in the village 

hall. Due to the small numbers in the school at the 

moment, the older nursery children will also be 

taking part in the show. This will certainly add to 

the cute factor! 

This year’s show is called ‘Children of the World’. 

There will be a raffle drawn with a fantastic 

variety of prizes from local businesses including 

venison, gin and vouchers. Tickets will be available 

to buy in the shop. There will be tea & juice served 

after the show. 
The pupils, 

staff and 

parents would 

like to 

sincerely thank everyone who supported our recent 

Christmas fayre, whether it be by donations ,catering , 

attending or working at the event. The amazing amount of 

£1122.14 was raised for the school fund. With there only 

being 9 pupils in the primary school at the moment, it was 

fantastic to get additional support from the nursery families. 

Thank you also to the hall committee for helping to clear 

everything away at the end. There was a true community 

feel to the whole day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kinlochberviehigh.wordpress.com/
https://scourieprimary.wordpress.com/


 

 

Bonfire Night Fundraising 

Many thanks go to Clive & Ellen Parker & all their 

customers at Scourie Stores for having a collection jar for 

the village bonfire & fireworks display. An amazing £401 

was collected. 

 

Meanwhile, the Forsyth family made the guy for this year’s 

bonfire & took him on tour around the village in the 

traditional ‘Penny for the guy’ manner. They collected £140 

to go towards next year’s display. 

 

 

 
 

Camera Club 

 

We have produced another calendar of local pictures for 
2017. It is currently at the printers and we are expecting 
delivery at the end of November. It will be available in the 
shop, and on the Scourie website, as soon as we receive it.  
The club membership has dwindled in the last year, and 
because of this, we have recently held a meeting at KLB, 
possibly attracting new members. This will however mean 
that we may now hold 
meetings there if we get 
enough people interested.   
We hope to carry on 
producing the calendar 
whatever happens. 
Next meeting is planned 
for Thursday 1st Dec. 

 
 

**STOP PRESS** 

 

LATEST UPDATE ON THE 2017 CALENDAR! 

THE CALENDAR IS NOW AVAILABLE TO BUY IN SCOURIE 

STORES AT A VERY REASONABLE £5 EACH. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

November Weather 
 
In September, I commented that the day length fell 
below 12 hours on 25

th
. On 31

st
 October, it fell below 9 

hours, and on 29
th
 November it was 7 hours. It will 

continue to fall until 21
st
 December when the day 

length will be 6 hours and 21 minutes. Then it will 
slowly start increasing again. 
November has been colder than average, and seems 
to have been wetter. The first snows seen on Foinaven 
and Arkle on 4

th
 November. The total rainfall was 146 

mm, less than the average of 164 mm and 32 mm less 
than last year. The wettest day was 19

th
 with 21 mm, 

and there were only 4 days without rain. 
Temperatures have been lower than the average, with 
the average maximum being 7 deg C (average 9.3 deg 
C), the warmest day was 15

th
 with 12 deg C. The 

average minimum was 3.5 deg C (av 5.7), and we had 
a number of ground frosts. The coldest temperature 
recorded was 0 deg C on 18

th
, 20

th
, and 21

st
. 

The solar panels have produced 40 kW, an average of 
1.33 kW per day, and slightly higher than the average 
of 1.2 kW. The sunniest day was 5

th
 with 2.58 kW. 

 
Pete Tuck 

Community Christmas 
Party 

The community Christmas party will take place in the 
village hall on Thursday 22nd Dec from 1.30pm. 
Everyone is invited to come along and join in with the 
children’s fun & 
games! All the 
primary and younger 
children living in the 
area will receive a 
gift from a special 
visitor, funded by the 
gala committee, who 
is expected to arrive 
at approx. 3.45pm. 
 
 
 
 

Scourie Facebook Group 

 

A Scourie Facebook group was recently created and 

has caused quite a storm! With almost 300 

members from far and wide across the country & 

internationally, there have been many postings of 

photos from the area. These include lots of 

historical photos showing the changes in Scourie 

over the decades. Members of the group have had 

lots of fun reminiscing and taking walks down 

memory lane.  

If you are not already a member, send a request to 

join and one of the 4 local administrators will 

confirm your membership. Here’s a little sample of 

what has been uploaded so far. 

 



 

 

 

 

Connect Assynt Ltd 
FOR BOOKINGS Tel: 01571 844590 

Or email: info@connectassynt.co.uk 

December 2016 - Assynt Community Bus – Scourie to Lochinver 
Tues 6

th
 and 20

th
 December - £1-£5 

return 

 
Lochinver Harbour   8.45am 

Scourie Shop              9.45am arrive 

Scourie Shop             10.00am depart 

Lochinver Harbour  11.00am arrive 

We will return to Scourie after lunch at a time 

to suit all passengers. 

 

All times are approximate. We will pick 

up/drop off along route as long as safe to do so. 

Please telephone/email to book your seat. 

Concession cards not valid as this is a trial 

route.  

 

Connect Assynt is here to help any resident 

with transport issues whether permanent or 

temporary. We give priority to the following 

groups whether they have their own transport 

or not, but we will transport you if space 

permits: 

 Over 60s and wheelchair users 

 Those with a disability (attendant travels 
free of charge) 

 Residents with no personal transport 

 Residents with other entitlement card 

PLEASE JOIN TWO REGULAR SCOURIE PASSENGERS IN SUPPORTING THE 

COMMUNITY BUS SO WE CAN REGISTER THIS ROUTE AS A REGULAR BUS SERVICE 

FOR ALL! 

 
Scottish Charity SC045852   Company No 402621  
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