
 

SCOURIE & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 27th January 2014 at 8pm in Scourie Village Hall 

 

PRESENT:           Mr Donald Fisher                          (Chairperson) 

                             Mr Neil MacDonald                      (Vice-Chairperson) 

                             Mr George Leligdowicz                ( Secretary) 

                             Mr Alistair Mackay                       (Treasurer) 

                             Mr Angus Mackay 

                             Mr Julian Pearce 

                             Cllr. Hugh Morrison 

                             PC. Ian Sutherland 

 

APOLOGIES:     Mrs Myra Brauer 

 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  Acceptance proposed by Julian Pearce and 

seconded by Alistair Mackay. 

 

MATTERS ARISING:  The Scourie Camera Club 2014 calendar has sold out with 

250 copies being sold, many being sent to other countries.  It was reported that a copy 

of the calendar ended up in South Korea.  The calendar was acknowledged as an 

excellent PR exercise in promoting the Scourie area and it is planned to repeat the 

exercise in subsequent years.   

 

MALDIE BURN HYDRO SCHEME COMMUNITY BENEFIT PAYMENT:  The 

minutes of the special meeting convened on the 10th December 2013 were distributed 

amongst the S&DCC members for perusal.  One amendment was noted and the 

minutes corrected. 

Alistair Mackay reported that no community benefit payment or communication had 

been received from the developers RWE Npower Renewables Ltd.  Donald Fisher 

will contact Roddie Kerr (Chair, Assynt Community Council) to see whether they had 

received their community benefit payment. 

 

SCOURIE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CO LTD:  Angus Mackay has now 

retired as Development Officer for SCD Co Ltd.  Sincere thanks were expressed to 

Angus Mackay from S&DCC and the wider community for his hard work in 

achieving funding to enable projects to happen for the benefit of the whole 

community in the last two years.  Notably, the refurbishment of Scourie Pier and the 

ongoing building of the Scourie playing field changing facilities.  Neil MacDonald 

updated the members as to the current position of the changing room building. A new 

development officer has been appointed to replace Angus Mackay with current post 

funding from HIE continuing for another 15 months.  More Scourie pathway funding 

is being sought. 

Scourie Lodge Geocentre project is still progressing positively with an application for 

funding for a full feasibility study already having been lodged. 

Scourie Village Hall is currently seeking funding to install solar panels.  

In summary, the future looks positive for potential developments within the Scourie & 

District area. 



SCOURIEMORE WATER MAINS:  The problem is still ongoing with no progress 

being made with Scottish Water.  It is hoped to arrange a site visit with 

representatives from Scottish Water, S&DCC and Cllr H. Morrison in the summer. 

 

BROADBAND:  Members were told that the upgrade to fibre optic broadband will 

probably happen in 2016 and that the fibre optic cable will only be connected to the 

Scourie telephone exchange.  Cllr H. Morrison will contact Highlands and Islands 

Enterprise for more specific details as to the route of the new cable and to see if 

outlying areas within the S&DCC area can also be included at this time. 

 

NORTH WEST HIGHLANDS GEOPARK LTD:  Donald Fisher informed the 

members that he had resigned his post as Director and S&DCC Representative on the 

Board of NW Highlands Geopark Ltd.  A new S&DCC Representative Director is 

therefore now required to carry forward the interests of S&DCC at Geopark Board 

meetings.  There were no immediate suggestions as to a suitable replacement and it 

was agreed to consider the matter again at the next S&DCC meeting.  

 

SCOURIE NEWS:  Continues to be an effective voice for Scourie & District. 

 

A.O.B:  Mobile phone coverage in Scourie (Vodafone) has been non-existent between 

the 4th Dec 2013 and 22nd Jan 2014.  Currently, mobile coverage is erratic but 

working.  Thanks to Cllr H. Morrison for pursuing this matter on our behalf. 

There has been an ongoing problem with access to the recycling bins by the collection 

vehicles.  After discussion it was agreed to leave the location of the bins as they are. 

The problem of the new road layout at Laxford Bridge was raised and it was agreed to 

put pressure on Highland Council to arrange a site meeting to discuss the situation 

with neighbouring Community Councils (Kinlochbervie and Durness) and 

representatives from Highland Council. 

A complaint has been received about a hazardous walkway between the public toilets 

and the Mackay Monument.  This will be looked into. 

Reay Forest Estate Hydro schemes:  Recent planning applications have been lodged 

for various hydro schemes within the estate boundaries. The possibility of community 

benefit payment schemes will be looked into. 

A838 Laxford Bridge to Lairg Road:  It has been reported that there is excessive 

standing water on the road which could cause problems during cold weather due to 

ice.  Cllr H. Morrison stated he would notify Highland Council of the problem. 

Scourie Village electricity transformer:  A local resident has complained about oil 

leaking from the transformer which has implications for safety and environmental 

issues.  George Leligdowicz agreed to write to SSE to inform them of the problem. 

Picnic Benches:  These have been brought in to dry out prior to painting in the spring. 

Scourie Village southern approach:  Complaints have been received about the external 

appearance of the Loch Duart maintenance workshops.  Angus Mackay agreed to 

approach management to see if anything can been done. 

Ambulance meeting:  The situation of inadequate ambulance personnel provision is 

still ongoing. 

 

Date of next meeting on Monday 24th February 2014 at 8.00pm, Scourie Village Hall. 


