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COMPANY NEWS
Happy Christmas to
all our Customers 
Here at Ashcroft Trailers we would like
to wish all our customers and suppli-
ers a Happy Christmas and Prosper-
ous 2015. 

We hope to continue our success
from 2014 and we are excited for the
year ahead.

Have a good year everyone and thank
you for your on-going support.

For all enquiries or for further informa-
tion please contact cheryl@ashcroft-
trailer.co.uk or
neil@ashcrofttrailer.co.uk.  

Some More New
Additions!
As part of our ongoing
commitment to keep-
ing our fleet fresh and
up to date, we have
added some more
new trailers to the fold.
Recent additions in-
clude flats; skeletal’s
as well as new walking
floors for scrap metal and demolition use. 

If you are interested in hiring any of our trailers contact
Neil on T: 028 9083 2641 or 
Email: neil@ashcrofttrailer.co.uk

Farm Quality Assurance
Scheme Northern Ireland
We are pleased to announce that we 
passed our Farm Quality Assurance 
inspection in September. 

This ensures that the farm has been independently scru-
tinised in all aspects of producing and rearing Beef &
Sheep The welfare of animals is strictly maintained and
the use of feeds, medicines, housing and transport are all
regularly audited. The food is traceable right back to the
quality assured farm it came from.

Continually
Raising
Standards
We pride ourselves on
the skill and expertise of
our team at Ashcroft
Trailers and as part of
this Glen Quinn from our
workshop has recently
completed his IMIAL
Level 3 Diploma in Heavy Vehicle Maintenance and
Repair Principles (VRQ)

The entire course took 2 years to complete and Glen
is now another highly qualified member of the
Ashcroft Trailer Hire team.

Congratulations to Glen on his fantastic achievement.
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What’s in my workshop?
This section describes some of the interesting and varied
work that has been carried out in our workshop on cus-
tomers vehicles and our own trailers from September 14 –
November 14.

Brake Testing of several trailers
We can test you brakes in line with current PSV testing re-
quirements and provide a complete printout showing your
brake performance.

Brake shoe profiling on BPW and ROR
In order to maintain
the operating and road
safety of your vehicle,
attention should be
paid to your braking
system.

Ashcroft Trailers can
precision profile com-
mercial vehicle brake
shoes using a brake
shoe lathe.

By fitting new or ma-
chined brake drums
and profiling the brake
shoes to suit the
drums, most brake
balance problems can
be eliminated and
bed-in time is dramati-
cally reduced.

Fixed anchor shoes
are setup as they
would be on the axle
and are machined to
the corresponding
brake drum diameter
ensuring precise oper-
ation on the vehicle.

Repaired a leak in a
customers lorry’s fuel tank 
There are many causes for a fuel tank to leak - it may have
been damaged, the spot rivets holding the baffles can come
loose or it may just be old age.

Most fuel tanks can be repaired, sometimes it is necessary
to cut open the tank
and shot blast the in-
side if it is badly cor-
roded. All tanks are
pressure tested before
being returned to the
customer.

Recent Social Media Posts
12th October - Oh the irony... 

7th Octo-

ber - Good to see the #SafeTyresSaveLives signs out in
force on a very wet M6 today!

26th September - Look who
popped into visit us today Mr
Eddie Anderson. Retirement
suits him well, previous Hire &
Service Controller at Ashcroft
Trailers for 26 yrs

19th September - 
Unusual no entry sign spot-
ted 

18th September - Lorry over-
turned on Sligo Road, Ekn
this morning at 6am. Its load
of crushed cars crashed
through two gardens



Ashcroft Trailer Hire 3

Newsletter Issue 19                                                                                Winter 2014

INDUSTRY NEWS

The Freight Transport Association (FTA) has warned
that it could be a bleak Christmas this year with a dis-
tinct lack of drivers to deliver goods.

FTA members have voiced their concerns ahead of the
festive season, outlining how driver shortage is affect-
ing their operations.

Eighty two per cent of transport managers who at-
tended an FTA conference today said that the shortage
of drivers in the UK is a massive problem, and that they
are worried how the freight industry will cope in the
weeks leading up to the busiest time of the year for de-
liveries.

The figures were revealed on the Driver CPC (DCPC)
deadline day at the first of FTA’s 2014 Transport Man-
ager Conference series held at Brands Hatch, where
delegates voted on the extent of the problem within
their organisations. While FTA has said that it is confi-
dent that its members’ drivers will be compliant in order
to meet the Driver CPC deadline, it has also highlighted
serious concerns regarding the readiness of agency
drivers, which industry usually calls upon to handle the
Christmas peak and the fate of driver supply in the fu-
ture.

Sally Gilson, FTA’s Skills Policy De-
velopment Manager said: “Not all
Christmas presents arrive by
magic.  The ones we order online
and buy in shops for friends and
relatives, along with all the food
and drink we buy in for parties and
Christmas lunch, are delivered every
year by the logistics industry.  This
massive peak in demand leads to heavy use of agency
drivers, and FTA members are really worried that these
drivers may not be legally ready to drive when they are
needed.”

Gilson added: “FTA members are telling us they have
genuine concerns over their ability to deliver Christmas
this year.  The pool of agency drivers is just not there,
and with the economy improving a greater number is
needed.  However, this is not just a seasonal issue – our
members recruiting full-time positions are struggling for
applicants.”

FTA has added that it is not only the issue of Driver
CPC which has caused the driver shortage problem,
but with the cost of licence acquisition at approximately
£3,000, people are unable to pay for this independently.

As road-users, we all have a respon-
sibility to make sure that the vehicle
we are driving is safe and roadwor-
thy. This is even more important for
owners and operators of large com-

mercial vehicles, such as buses, trucks, lorries or vans, as
they can pose a significant risk to their drivers, passengers
and other road-users if they are not properly and safely
maintained.”

DID YOU
KNOW?

While many operators
maintain their vehicles to
the highest standards,
many others do not.
These operators are making our

roads less safe and are also undercutting operators who are
meeting their legal requirements. Improving the standard of
commercial vehicles will help to ensure that we are sharing
the road with vehicles that are safe and roadworthy. 

DID YOU
KNOW?

Armagh Company Fined £5,000
For Waste Offences
Envirogreen Polymers Limited was fined a total of
£5,000 for breaches of waste management legislation at
Armagh Magistrates’ Court on Friday 17 October 2014.

The Company, with a registered office at Battleford
Road, Armagh, pleaded guilty to two charges relating
to treating of controlled waste without the appropriate
authorisation and failure to comply with a direction is-
sued by the Department.

The company was fined £2,500 for each offence plus
£15 offenders levy.

In August 2013, officers from the
Northern Ireland Environment Agency
investigated a site at 31 Elm Park Road, Killylea and
found that the company had continued to treat con-
trolled waste despite their previous authorisation
being revoked by the Department for serious non
compliances with the legislation.

The court praised the Departments robust approach
to these types of breaches of environmental legisla-
tion.

Shortage Of Drivers Could Mean Road To Hell



A lorry driver is challenging an £8,000 fine given to him after

16 illegal immigrants climbed into the back of his HGV in a

bid to get to Britain as he slept in a parking bay near

Boulogne.

Ray Taylor has called on the help of MP Steve Barclay to

help fight the fine given to him, plus a £9,000 fine given to

the firm he works for, saying he is an innocent victim in what

is becoming a growing problem for lorry drivers as they ap-

proach the port of Calais.

Mr Taylor, 49, of The Elms, Chatteris, said: “I woke in the

morning and checked over the lorry with a torch. I got up

on the gantry and everything seemed in order.

“The straps hadn’t been tampered with so everything

looked OK. It turned out the tarpaulin had been cut at the

top in an L shape. The men climbed in and then stitched it

from the inside so I couldn’t see anything wrong with my

lorry.

“They must have sat all night on top of my load - 28 tonnes

of milling wheat. That wheat is worth about £400 a tone

and has been condemned, so between myself as driver and

my firm, we have been hit for thousands of pounds and

none of it is our fault.”

Mr Taylor, who has driven Lorries for 23 years, parked his

44-tonne tipper HGV at a Total Garage

bay at Boulogne on his way back from a

run to the south of France.

He slept overnight before checking his

truck and driving to Calais to take the

Channel Tunnel back to Britain.

Border guards searched the lorry, which

is when the men, thought to be from

Pakistan, Afghanistan and Eritrea in

Africa, were discovered, and he was

warned he faced a fine of up to £2,000

per person.

Meanwhile the immigrants were dropped

back at the point where they picked up

the lorry.

Mr Taylor, who works for KGB at Tilney

St Lawrence, which transports crops

across the UK and abroad, said: “In 23

years of driving this is the first problem

I’ve had.

“I’ve since heard lorry drivers should

avoid stopping within 200km of Calais.

I’ve heard of drivers being attacked with

baseball bats. It’s out of hand.

“I’m sticking to UK driving now. I don’t

want this hassle.”

His boss, Ken Brown of KGB, said it was the first problem

they had encountered in 43 years of trading.

Mr Brown said: “We are appealing on behalf of the com-

pany and Ray. Immigrants stowing themselves away is all

over the news. It’s a huge problem and the hauliers are left

holding the baby.”

North East Cambridgeshire MP Mr Barclay said: “I’m very

concerned to hear this driver and business has been hit so

severely. I’m going to be asking if this route was subject to

body scanning machines.

“I accept lorry drivers have restrictions but border controls

have responsibilities too.”

A spokesman for the Road Haulage Association said:

“There are Home Office guidelines that say company’s need

procedures in place for drivers to

check lorries, but there’s problems

checking the roof for health and

safety reasons.

“It’s got extremely bad over the last

few months. Illegal immigrants are

running riot.”
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HGV Driver Fights An £8,000 Fine After 16 Illegal
Immigrants Smuggle Themselves Into His Lorry



Tyre Pressure Monitoring
Crucial As We
Hit The Winter
Months
Tyre Pressure Monitoring
should be an essential vehi-
cle check as we enter the
winter months. 

Having the correct inflated
tyres reduces the chance of a
blow out significantly, some-
thing to be avoided in icy
weather!
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SAFETY NEWS

HGV Driving Safety Tips For
Snow And Ice This Winter
Here's some advice for driving in snow and
icy conditions.
• Allow more time for your journey
• Check weather information before you set off on your

journey and keep up to date with changing conditions
and closed routes via the radio or by regularly calling
into base

• In snowy and freezing conditions, carry in your lorry:
shovel, strong sacks (to put under the drive wheels if
your vehicle becomes stuck); warm clothes and a blan-
ket; a torch; food & a warm drink in a flask; road map;
mobile phone & charger; sunglasses (the glare from the
snow can be dazzling) 

• Ensure the whole of your vehicle is cleared of ice and
snow before attempting to move off

• Lower your speed and keep a good distance from other ve-
hicles, allow ten times the normal stopping distance on icy
roads

• All braking must be gentle and over much longer dis-
tances, especially when driving articulated vehicles or
those with a trailer attached

• Avoid sudden braking, steering or acceleration
• Falling snow can reduce visibility, use dipped headlights

and reduce your speed
• Road markings and signs can be obscured by the snow,

take extra care at junctions 
• When driving at night be alert for a drop in the tempera-

ture. If steering feels light, you may be driving on ice so
ease your speed as soon as it is safe to do so.

Roadworthiness Inspections -
Daily Walk Around Checks
Keeping your vehicles in a roadworthy condition is
good for business, good for the environment and
keeps road users safe. 

A responsible person must undertake a daily walk
around check before a vehicle is used. As a driver, it
is recommended this check is carried out before
you first drive the vehicle on the road each day.

In order to aid drivers in the dark winter mornings /
evenings to complete their daily walk round checks
we will be providing drivers at
our hire & service desk a free
torch to help with this. (While
stocks last) 
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Target The Right Audience With Ashcroft Trailer Hire 
We are selling advertising space in our newsletter
Each month we reach 900 local individuals who work in the transport industry. 
For more information about advertising with us, 
please email us at cheryl@ashcrofttrailer.co.uk

CONTACT US:
At Ashcroft Trailers we’re always happy to discuss your requirements and help you choose the right trailers and
services at the right price. To discuss your requirements call or email us now.

Ashcroft Trailer Hire Ltd
Ormonde Avenue | Ballyhenry Road | Newtownabbey | Co. Antrim | BT36 5AT
Tel: 028 9083 2641 | Email: cheryl@ashcrofttrailer.co.uk | Web: www.ashcroftrailer.co.uk

Find us on  

2015 Holiday Closures 
New Years Day
Thursday 1st January 

Easter Monday 
Monday 6th April

Easter Tuesday 
Tuesday 7th April 

May Day 
Monday 4th May

July Holidays
Monday 13th July 

Christmas Holidays 
25th December until 2nd January

Christmas Holiday Closures 

We will be operating a reduced service during
the Christmas and New Year break. Please be
aware that we will be closing on Wednesday
24th December and reopening on Friday 2nd
January.

Please contact Neil 
E: neil@ashcrofttrailer.co.uk
or Robert 
E: sales@ashcrofttrailer.co.uk
if you have any hire or 
maintenance requirements 
during this time so that it can 
be arranged before the
Christmas break.
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• Automatic backstop and two foot pedals

• Two separate work stations for cutting
and punching

• Fitted with £600 set of dampers

• Four numbers in total and fitted to the
punching side to reduce material bending

• Flat sheer capacity is up to 450 x 15mm
or 300 x 20mm

• Angles up to 130 x 130 x 13mm

• Punching capacity is up to 40 x 15 diam-
eter

This machine has no working hours, as it
has been in storage since purchased new. 

Open to reasonable offers 

GEKA 80 TON HYDRAULIC 
STEELWORKER 

£750 

SUZUKI LT80 QUAD 


