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MINUTES
Burk’s Falls & District Historical Society
Fell Homes, Burk’s Falls
Thursday, November 10, 2016

Members Present: Linda Maurer - President
Betty Caldwell — Vice President
Rakel Gray — Treasurer
Charlene Watt — Secretary
Trina Chatelain — Heritage Co-ordinator
Diane Brandt
Lorne Main
Lisa Morrison

The Members present constituted a quorum.

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Linda Maurer in the Chair.

Welcome:
Linda welcomed Members.

Delegation:
None

Approval & Amendments of the Minutes of the Last Meeting:
Acceptance and adoption of the October 13, 2016 Meeting Minutes as circulated: Moved
by Betty Caldwell, Seconded by Rakel Gray. Carried

Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer’s / Financial Report presented by Rakel Gray. Revenue received in the month
of October totalled $2,424.28. Expenses for October totalled $10,708.66. The bank
balance on October 31, 2016 was estimated at $8,483.45. The Financial Report has
been attached for review. A fee of $20.00 needs to be paid to the Agricultural Society for
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the Christmas craft table rental. Motion to accept the treasurer’s report and pay the
monthly invoices: Moved by Linda Maurer, Seconded by Diane Brandt. Carried

Committee Reports:
None

General Business:

1. Review of Halloween Event: We hosted a Family Halloween party on October
15, 2016 at the Watt Farm House and had numerous families attend at a cost of
$5.00 per family. We had five professional pumpkin carvers participate at the
event. Everyone had a great time. Pumpkins were donated by Collins’
Valumart and Almaguin Parklands Campground. The Historical Society brought
in $110.00 in revenue for the event.

2. Christmas Craft Sale: A craft sale is being held on November 25-26, 2016 by
the Agricultural Society. We will set up a table for the event. Volunteers for the
craft table include Betty, Linda, Wilma and Dona. Betty will set up the table on
the 25" and Linda volunteered to man the table from noon Saturday (26™) til
close. Betty will co-ordinate times with the other volunteers.

3. Christmas Cookies with Mrs. Claus Event: On December 11, 2016 from 1:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. we will hold a Christmas Event at the Watt Farm House.
Admission will be $5.00 per family Children will decorate cookies with Mrs.
Claus, Santa will attend and Cathy Still will play Christmas carols on the piano.
Diane Brandt advised that Nancy Kyte offered to help by making royal icing and
Diane will confirm details directly with Nancy. Cookies will be made by Linda,
Rakel, Betty, Lisa, Bruce and Nancy Kyte. Charlene will donate gingerbread
cookies and the plastic bags for icing. Items that are required include food
colouring, sprinkles, chocolate chips, smarties, etc. Charlene ordered a Mrs.
Claus outfit through Open A Party, a party supply website along with crafts for
the event.

4. Heritage Co-ordinator Update: Trina Chatelain reported on the last month’s
current and future projects. A newsletter was presented to Members for review
and posting to the website. Grant application through Canada Cultural Spaces
Fund is in the process of being submitted for shelving and display cases.
Funding will be around 35-50% of the cost. Trina has been preparing for year-
end close up of the Watt Farm House. Cataloging of artifacts continues.
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Post Cards: Diane Brandt contacted Karen Kirk-White to obtain a picture of the
Watt Farm House. Karen indicated that she did not have a historic photo.
Diane has also been in contact with Dick Watt and he indicated that he will look
for a photo of the house and also check with Bill Watt to see if he has one.

Canada 150: Diane Brandt is the Historical Society’s Representative and will
report to Members on the event status once she meets with Canada 150
Committee Members from Ryerson, Armour and Burk’s Falls. The meeting will
take place once a response is received from the provincial funding request.
Diane indicated that the Farm House event will focus on farming with a trapper,
maple syrup and tractor display. Linda Maurer indicated that R.C. Weidmark in
Magnetawan has antique tractors. The School House event focuses on logging
and steamships. Archives of Ontario will loan a farming display to the Farm
House for June-July 2017. (Since the meeting, Trina Chatelain confirmed with
Charlene that Archives of Ontario will loan the farming display from June 12 —
July 31, 2017). Linda Maurer confirmed that she has been in contact with Steve
Mulligan and he will put on the logging display for Ryerson’s Canada Day
celebration at the School House.

Trina will plant the tulip bulbs under the Watt Farm House sign.

Kitchen Stove: Jerry Brandt offered an Annex stove for the Watt Farm House.
Members reviewed and declined on the offer as the item is not from the era that
is being promoted in the Farm House. Members thank Mr. Brandt for his offer.
Santa Claus Parade: This year the theme is Silver Bells and is an evening
parade on December 3, 2016, starting at 6:00 p.m. Linda will speak with Nieves
to see if the Historical Society can share a float again with the library.

Farm House Christmas Decorating: Linda, Betty and Charlene will meet on
Saturday, November 19, 2016 around noon to decorate the Farm House for
Christmas.

T-Shirts: This item was deferred. Additional input from Members is required.
2017 Goals: Members focused on the Canada 150 Event.

Emails: Rakel Gray will monitor the Historical Society’s email account once
Trina Chatelain, Heritage Co-ordinator is finished for the season.
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13. Christmas Potluck Dinner: Our Christmas Potluck will be held on December 8,
2016 at Fell Homes at 6:00 p.m. Members were asked to bring one main and
one side dish/dessert.

14. Constitution Amendment: Effective January 2017, monthly meetings will be
moved to the third Monday of the month to accommodate Membership
participation. Motion to move the monthly meetings from the second
Thursday of the month to the third Monday of the month effective January
2017, and the constitution be amended accordingly: Moved by Diane
Brandt, Seconded by Betty Caldwell. Carried

Other Business:

Picnic Photos: Betty Caldwell informed Members that there are three High Park Picnic
photos from the 1940’s that the Historical Society is in possession of. Dr. Ron Porter from
Uxbridge has offered to pay to have the three photos professionally framed. The donor’s
business card was given to Charlene and once the framing is complete, we will contact
Mr. Porter.

Unigue Keepsakes: Betty indicated to Members that she visited a museum in
Collingwood last weekend. If we are looking at getting away from the creation of
calendars, Betty recommended items such as keychains, pencil sharpeners, wooden train
whistles, and old fashioned ornaments.

Antique Cash Register: Linda Maurer informed Members that Steve Mulligan donated an
antigue cash register and two historical books to the Historical Society. The items were
obtained from the old Thompson Machine Shop. We will use the cash register at the Watt
Farm House gift shop.

TRI Council Meeting: Linda Maurer advised Members that she attended the October 24,
2016 Shared Services Meeting between the Village of Burk’s Falls, Township of Ryerson
and Township of Armour and presented our Annual Report. She will also attend
individual Council meetings in the New Year to request 2017 funding. Linda would like to
go back to paying invoices to the Township of Ryerson for utilities. Linda has secured a
portable washroom rental for the 2017 School House season from Northern Disposal &
Sanitation at a cost of $180.00 per month.

President: Linda Maurer announced to Members that in 2017 she will be stepping down
from the President Position. Linda will be retiring in 2017.
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Adjournment:

It was decided to meet on Monday, January 16, 2017 at the Fell Homes at 7:00 p.m.
There being no further business, Linda Maurer moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:22
p.m., Seconded by Charlene Watt.

Recorded by Approved by
Charlene Watt, Secretary Linda Maurer, President
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THE BURK'S FALLS DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2016-2017 FINANCIAL REPORT

Sale of Sale of
Total Member Books + | Public Legion Mun Prov Fund Bank Sale of News- Bank
REVENUE Deposit |deposit  |ships Post cards | DVDs Donation |Donation |Donation |Grants Raisers |Interest |Calendars |paper Misc Events Total Reconciliation
Mar 1/2016 Bank_balance forward 9,283.20
Mar 31/15 |Bank interest 0.65 0.65 0.65 0.65
- 3,182.91
April 15, |Armour Grant 5,000.00 5,000.00 6,100.94 |Mar 31/2016 Bank Balance
Calendar sales 16.00 16.00
Bank Interest 0.70 0.70 0.70
Donation Jar 25.00 | 5,041.00 25.00
Total 5,041.70 | 5,041.70 25.00 5,000.00 135 16.00 5,042.35 5,041.70
11,142.64
- 298.27
10,844.37 |Reconciled to Bank
May
May 16/16 |Bank Interest 0.94 0.94 0.94
May 17/16 |Ryerson grant 500.00 500.00 500.00
May 17/16 | Donation Jar 15.00 15.00 15.00
May 17/16 |Calendars 16.00 16.00 16.00
May 30/16 | Donations 43.85 43.85 43.85
May 30/16 | Black Fly Tea 65.00 65.00 65.00
May 30/16 | Donation Jar 5.00 5.00 5.00
Total 645.79 645.79 63.85 500.00 0.94 16.00 65.00 645.79 645.79
- 93.87
11,396.29 |Reconciled to Bank
June
Jun 30/16 |Bank Interest 0.91 0.91 0.91
Jun 15/16 |Membership Dues 30.00 30.00 30.00
Total 30.91 30.91 30.00 0.91 30.91 30.91
- 879.85
10,547.35 |Reconciled to Bank
July
Jul 8/16 Strong Ag Calendars | 1,000.00 | 1,000.00 1,000.00
Jul 8/16 Donations 200.00 200.00 200.00
Jul 18/16 |Donations 84.00 84.00 84.00
Jul 18/16 |Books 279.00 279.00 279.00
Jul 18/16 |DVD 32.00 32.00 32.00
Jul 18/16 |Bottle Return 10.00 10.00 10.00
Jul 20/16 | Strong Ag Newspap 100.00 100.00 100.00
Jul 20/16 |Donations 50.00 50.00 50.00
Interest 0.90 0.90 0.90
Total 1,755.90 | 1,755.90 361.00 284.00 0.90 | 1,000.00 100.00 10.00 1,755.90 1,755.90
- 2,253.99
10,049.26 |Reconciled to Bank
August
Aug 3/16 |Sales from Watt Farr| 89.00 89.00 1.00 25.00 30.00 30.00 3.00
Aug 3/16 |Diane - wht glve crec 24.86 24.86 24.86
Aug 3/16 |BF Donation 5,000.00 | 5,000.00 5,000.00
Aug 3/16 | Armour Donation 2,102.85 | 2,102.85 2,102.85
Aug 15/16 |Sals+donation Dep 483.15 483.15 7.00 87.00 145.15 220.00 24.00
Aug 31/16 |Interest 1.40 1.40 1.40
Total 7,701.26 | 7,701.26 7.00 88.00 170.15 7,102.85 1.40 250.00 54.00 27.86 7,701.26 7,701.26
- 684.87
17,065.65 |Reconciled to Bank
Sept 21/16 | Sales+Donations 365.00 365.00 4.00 195.00 140.00 26.00
Sept 27/16 | Donations 50.00 50.00 50.00
Sept 30/16 | Interest 137 137 1.37
Total 416.37 416.37 4.00 245.00 137 140.00 26.00 416.37 416.37
- 714.19
16,767.83 |Reconciled to Bank
October
Oct 3/16 |Sales + Donations 183.50 183.50 36.50 83.00 60.00 4.00
Oct 14/16 |Sales + Donations 415.71 415.71 5.00 158.71 230.00 22.00
Oct 21/16 |Sales + Donations 279.00 279.00 169.00 110.00
Oct 28/16 |HODG Grant 1,545.00 | 1,545.00 1,545.00
Oct 31/16 |Interest 1.07 1.07 1.07
Total 2,424.28 | 2,424.28 41.50 410.71 1,545.00 1.07 290.00 26.00 110.00 | 2,424.28 2,424.28
- 10,708.66
8,483.45




THE BURK'S FALLS DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2016-2017 FINANCIAL REPORT

Snow
Removal/
Spec. Office  |Internet/p| Petty Bank Member- |Grass Watt Book Sumer
2015|Payee Cheq# |Amount | Calendars |Events |Supplies |hone Cash Equip Advetising |Charges | Donation |ships Cutting | Insurance | NECO  |Farm purchase |Students | Totals
Mar 1, 2016 Bank balance forward 9,283.20
March
Mar 1/15 Net Spectrum A/With 56.44 56.44
Diane Brandt- supplies 142 31.50 31.50
2015 exp Twp of Ryerson-student 139] 2,997.59 2997.59
Che #143 Void
Diane Brandt- supplies 144 48.16 48.16
Servce Fee/Mtc Chg 5.75 5.75
3,139.44 79.66 56.44 5.75 2997.59 3,139.44
April Reconciled
April 10/201€ Bank Charges 5.00 5.00
Net Spectrum 56.44 56.44
Apr-15 | Diane Brandt 147 16.83 16.83
Cam watt 146 220.00 220.00
298.27 16.83 56.44 5.00 220.00 298.27
May Reconciled
May 30/2016|Bank Charges 5.75 5.75
16-May-16 | Diane Brandt 148 21.40 1.40 20.00
01-May-16  Net Spectrum Auto WD 56.44 56.44
May 28/2016|Linda Maurer- Tea expen 149 10.28 10.28
93.87 10.28 1.40 76.44 5.75 93.87
Reconciled
June
Jun 02/2016 |Net Spectrum Auto WD 56.44 56.44
Jun 14/2016 | Diane Brandt 35 34.45 34.45
Jun 20/2016 |Jones Delauriers 38 660.96 660.96
Jun 20/2016 | Village of BF - Town Sign 37 95.00 95.00
Jun 22/2016 |Canadian Diabetes -Lois B. 39 25.00 25.00
Jun 30/2016 |Bank Charges 8.00 8.00
Totals 879.85 34.45 56.44 95.00 8.00 25.00 660.96 879.85
Reconciled
July
Jul 5/2016 Net Spectrum Auto WD 56.44 56.44
Jul 8/2016 | Bay Press -Calendars+Signs 40 944.68 828.29 116.39
Jul 8/2016  |Rakel Carlsen -Stamps 36 9.61 9.61
Jul 20/2016 | Diane Brandt Supplies
Jul 20/2016 |and Heritage day 43 263.17 155.97 107.20
Jul 20/2016 |Linda Maurer - Petty Cash 44 100.00 100.00
Jul 22/2016 | Michaels on Main Gift Cert 45 50.00 50.00
Jul 25/2016 | Twnshp Armour - 2 invoices 42 698.44 614.44 84.00
Jul 26/2015 | Treasures & Trophies 46 118.65 118.65
Jul 31/2016 |Bank Charges 13.00 13.00
Totals 2,253.99 828.29 324.62 116.81 56.44 100.00 730.83 13.00 - 84.00 2,253.99
Reconciled
August
Aug 2/16 Net Spectrum Auto WD 56.44 56.44
Aug 8/16 Diane Brandt - Advert 49 142.66 142.66
Aug 8/16 Ontario Hist Soc Membershij 41 55.00 55.00
Aug 24/16  |Northern Disposal 51 350.30 350.30
Aug 15/16 | Twp Armour - Paper 50 32.12 32.12
Aug 24/16  |Huntsville Hospice 52 25.00 25.00
Aug 24/16 _|Canada Post 53 1235 12.35
Aug 31/116 |Bank Charges 11.00 11.00
Total 684.87 350.30 44.47 56.44 142.66 11.00 25.00 55.00 684.87
Reconciled
Sept 2/16 Net Spectrum Auto WD 56.44 56.44
Sept 7/16 Client First Canada 54 84.75 84.75
Sept 8/16 Marina t Horse Rid 48 65.00 65.00
Sept 8/16 Marina t Horse Rid 47 500.00 500.00
Sept 30/16 _|Bank Charges 8.00 8.00
Total 714.19 565.00 84.75 56.44 8.00 714.19
Reconciled
October
Oct 3/16 Abell Pest Control 57 565.00 565.00
Oct 6/16 Net Spectrum Auto WD 56.44 56.44
Oct 7/16 Betty C - BF Fair table 55 20.00 20.00
Oct 18/16 Armour Twp-Employee Inv 58 9,825.75 9825.75
Oct 18/16 Diane B-Mousetrap/Candy 59 70.47 70.47
Oct 24/16 Jordan Watt - grass cutting 56 160.00 160.00
Oct 31/16 Bank Charges 11.00 11.00
Total 10,708.66 90.47 56.44 11.00 160.00 565.00 9825.75| 10,708.66
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Yesteryears

The Hewsletter of The Burk’s Falls and Dhistrict Historical Sociely

Summer 2016 1n Review!

This year the Historical Society was able to hire two
summer students: Luke and Victoria. Trina also
worked on contract as Heritage Coordinator. This was
made possible through the Young Canada Works and
Canada Summer Jobs grants in cooperation with the
Municipalities. They accomplished a lot over the course
of the summer, and worked hard every day to further
the vision of the Burk’s Falls and District Historical
Society.

As a first priority, the students worked on cleaning,
updating, and refreshing the displays throughout the
Watt Farm House. They also contributed significant
support in the preparation for Heritage Day and
showed amazing visitor service skills on the day of.
They have created an updated gift shop inventory that
lists all merchandise, and a sales record sheet to track
all sales made. They were able to greet visitors to the
Farm House and provide information on the displays.

They worked on updating our catalogue records, and
organizing the collections storage areas. This has led to
easier access of the collection for researchers and staff.
Over the course of the summer they -effectively
photographed and scanned approximately 850 artifacts,
inventoried 360 artifacts with updated locations, and
catalogued 170 artifacts with detailed information on
their appearance and condition.

We would like to formally thank Young Canada Works,
Canada Summer Jobs, and the Municipalities for all
their support.

This season the Watt Farm House saw a total of 315
Visitors. Wilma Bentley also reported that the
AR, Wiseman Schoolhouse saw a total of 451 visitors with a
' ;3'}_ record number of 35 on Sunday Oct. 9th!




Heritage Day 2016!

Heritage Day took place on July 23rd at the
Watt Century Farm House, and was a great
success. The Historical Society was
fortunate enough to host about 100
visitors. The event featured wagon rides,
refreshments and various exhibits.

Our busiest exhibit was our 162nd
Battalion exhibit, which was set up in the
livingroom area. This exhibit featured
summaries of service records of the 162nd
Battalion, information on the medals
awarded to the 162nd Battalion, and a
WWII military style jacket, which was
loaned to us by the West Parry Sound
District = Museum.  Another  popular
attraction with the children was the gun
display and military truck set up by the
Algonquin Regiment. There was a great
presentation of the Colours being brought
in by the Burk’s Falls Legion, which was
accompanied by the Callander Pipe Band.
This presentation then lead into various
speeches and an unveiling of a new plaque
to be put in the Farm House recognizing
various donors in their financial support.
On this day, the museum’s regular exhibits
remained accessible to the general public,
and were operated by the event’s
volunteers.

We would like to thank everyone who
participated in this celebration of the 100th
anniversary of the 162nd Battalion:
Almaguin Trefoil Guild Girl Guides of
Canada, members of the Algonquin
Regiment, Hammond’s Horse Drawn
Wagon Rides, Esther Stone who played the
piano, the Burk’s Falls Legion, the
Callander Pipe Band, and Amber’s Creative
Cookies for providing the cake, and all the
other volunteers who donated their time to
this event. We also want to thank everyone
that came out to enjoy the festivities —
without you, this event would not have
been the success it was.




More about the Hearse...

The hearse on display in the Watt Century
Farm House garage is currently owned by
David Opatovsky and is on loan to the
Burk’s Falls and District Historical Society.
This particular hearse was driven in the
Magnetawan’s Fall Fair in 2007 by David
Opatovsky as well as Lisa Armstrong, who
is the undertaker for Opatovsky Funeral
Homes. The horses who pulled it also pulled
the fire hose in town in their off-time. This
hearse was driven by Nicholas Bennet and
owned by Joseph Hilliar, whose names are
plated on the hearse.

In Canada, black horses were common for
funeral processions for men. Unmarried
women and childre: were provided with
white horses as an alternate. The
processions would carry the individuals
from their home to the cemetery, where the
burial was completed.

Halloween Event

On October 15tk the Burk’s Falls Historical Society
hosted a Halloween Themed Party. It was very
much enjoyed by the families and children that
attended. The event included pumpkin carving
demonstrations, storytelling, dressing up, trick or
treating, bobbing for apples, and other fun games.
There were about 40 children that attended and
everyone left with a goody bag, and a smile on their
face.

British Home Children Day

On September 29th at the Watt Farm House
the Historical Society hosted a British Home
Children Day. Dona Crawford presented some
of her amazing research, showed a video, and
shared various artifacts and pictures. About 16
people attended the event. Everyone was really
engaged in the material, and excited to learn
more about British Home Children. The event
ended with tea, scones, and conversation about
the presentation where Dona was available to
answer questions.




Don’t miss out on our upcoming events...

Library and Military Room

The Library and Military room is a
recent addition to the Watt Century
Farm House. The room is dedicated
to Lawrence Main, honouring his
dedication to the Historical Society
as a founding member, and
congratulating him on his recent
ninetieth birthday. The library
features new cherry wood shelving —
which was recently built by Rod
Blakelock. The shelves contain
information, and stories relating to:
WWI, WWII, and the surrounding
Townships. The library features
military artifacts which were used in
WWI and WWII, and had been
donated to the Historical Society
previously. In the future, the library
will have a computer set up, which
will house a database to
accommodate the general public in
their research.

< Burk’s Falls Agricultural Society’s Christmas Craft Sale — November 25-26t, 2016

0 Volunteers needed!

¢ Annual Pot Luck Dinner — December 8th, 2016 starting at 6:00pm at Fell Homes

% Christmas Cookies with Mrs. Claus — December 11th, 2016 (1pm-3pm) at the Watt Century Farm

House

The mission of the Historical Society is “to educate and preserve the deep-rooted heritage of the
Burk’s Falls area while providing educational learning opportunities, fostering community
partnerships and stimulating wvisitor traffic throughout the region”. The Historical Society has
acquired two heritage buildings in the last twenty two years since the Historical Society was first
established in 1994: the Wiseman’s Schoolhouse and the Watt Century Farm House. The Burk’s
Falls & District Historical Society relies on a group of dedicated volunteers to operate both
museums. We encourage any interested individuals to apply for a membership with the Historical
Society to help further our mission. This may be done online, or by filling out a physical copy of the
form at either of our museums. We would also be happy to hear from any interested members of the
public who would like to become a volunteer. For more information regarding volunteer
opportunities please visit our website, call 705-571-3308 or email

info@burksfallsdistricthistoricalsociety.com



YOU’'RE INVITED TO DECORATE CHRISTMAS

Join us on Sunday, December 11, 2016 for some
Christmas crafts, a visit with Santa and
decorate cookies with Mrs. Claus at the

WATT CENTURY FARM HOUSE,
827 Chetwynd Road, Burk’s Falls
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Admission: $5 per family
Children must be accompanied by an adult

www.burksfallsdistricthistoricalsociety.com




	November 10, 2016 Minutes
	November 2016  Financial Records
	Revenue 2016-17
	Expenditures 2016-17

	Fall2016Newsletter
	Summer 2016 in Review!
	1
	We would like to thank everyone who participated in this celebration of the 100th anniversary of the 162nd Battalion: Almaguin Trefoil Guild Girl Guides of Canada, members of the Algonquin Regiment, Hammond’s Horse Drawn Wagon Rides, Esther Stone who ...
	2
	3
	4

	December11

