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Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision 
which Ofsted has received since the last inspection or registration whichever is the 

later, which require Ofsted or the provider to take action in Annex C. 
  
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 

setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
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Description of the setting 
 

Get Along Gang Playgroup opened in 1994. It occupies a shared hall at St Mary of 
Eton Church, in the London borough of Hackney. The accommodation comprises of 
a large group room, kitchenette, separate children's and adults' toilet and wash 

facilities. The setting is managed by a parent committee and encourages parents 
to form a rota of volunteers to support the group. The group is registered to care 
for a maximum of 16 children in the early years age group. There are currently 14 
children on roll aged two to five years. Of these six receive funding for early 

education. 
 
The playgroup is open each weekday from 09:45 to 12:45 for 38 weeks of the 

year. There is a secure area for outdoor play. The playgroup currently supports a 
number of children with special educational needs and also supports a number of 
children who speak English as an additional language.  

 
The nursery employs three staff. All of the staff, including the manager hold 
appropriate early years qualifications. The setting is registered on the Early Years 

Register. 
 

Overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Children are happy and settled because the staff know them well and are caring. 

Staff in the playgroup identify children's learning needs and interests, and new 
processes are beginning to be introduced into the group to support children's 
achievements towards the early learning goals. However, although there is 

planning in place there are times when the children lack focus and challenge in 
their play. The playgroup promotes inclusive practice and staff are able to support 
children with learning difficulties and/or disabilities very well. Staff are beginning to 
identify areas for improvement with the setting and make realistic action plans to 

address any weaknesses. 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
  
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 

 
 ensure that written parental permission for emergency treatment is 

requested for all children  

 ensure that rooms are maintained at a temperature which ensures the 
comfort of the children and staff  

 continue to plan and organise systems to ensure that every child receives an 

enjoyable and challenging learning and development experience that is 
tailored to meet their individual needs and is accessible   

 ensure that staff are familiar with the behaviour management policy and 

children's behaviour is managed effectively and in a manner appropriate for 
their development and individual needs.   
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To fully meet the specific requirements of the EYFS, the registered person must: 
 

 ensure that there is a named deputy to take charge in 

the absence of the manager (Suitable People) 02/02/2009 
 
 

The leadership and management of the early years 

provision 
 
Staff are satisfactorily deployed to promote children's welfare and development. 

There are clear policies and procedures in place the safeguard children, although 
not all children have permission for emergency treatment. Risk assessments are 
carried out but these are not sufficiently rigorous to identify all hazards when they 

occur to ensure children's good health for example within the outdoor area. Also 
the temperature of the environment used by the children does not always fully 
promote their comfort and well-being. The setting is beginning to self-evaluate 
their practice to identify improvements with the help of the early years advisory 

service. Partnership with parents and others supports children with additional 
needs very well. A parents' pack helps parents to feel involved in the day to day 
running of the group. The recent introduction of the 'Take me home Teddy bear' 

further involves parents in activities within the group. However, the setting is yet 
to establish methods to ensure that parents are fully involved with their child's 
developmental progress. Children are safeguarded as the staff have an 

understanding of the processes to follow should they have concerns about a child 
in their care. The suitable deployment of staff ensures that children's welfare is 
safeguarded and ratios are maintained. Staff regularly attend training to update 

their knowledge on new developments, which has recently included the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS) modules. All staff have the appropriate checks in place to 
ensure they are suitable to work with children and suitable procedures to ensure 

that children are safeguarded, such as the visitors' book and entry system. As yet 
there is no named deputy in place to meet the welfare requirements.   
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision  
 

Children are making satisfactory progress towards the early learning goals, 
considering their starting points and abilities. They are able to take part in 
activities which support their knowledge of the world around them, for example, 
making binoculars and growing herbs in the garden. In small groups children enjoy 

listening to stories and the planned story time 'We're going on bear hunt' helps to 
support their concentration and language skills. Further children took part fully in 
the garden 'Bear Hunt' splashing through the water and looking for the bear in the 

impromptu cave, which had been set using a wide variety of props. They enjoy 
sorting the numbers on the number line and are beginning to develop their 
problem solving skills, for example, when they discuss how the egg timer works. 

However, children spend a limited time looking at books for pleasure. Children can 
access a range of resources for creative play including role play materials, and 
sticking and gluing. The activity table is not inviting to children and this is not 

always organised well to ensure that children get the most from these activities. 
Pencils and writing materials are available; however, this area is not sufficiently 
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focused by staff to ensure that children who are ready to develop their interest in 
writing get the most for the activities provided to promote economic well-being.  
 
Children have access to a computer to develop their knowledge and understanding 

of technology. They are learning about healthy eating when they enjoy their 
snacks of fruit and they develop their independence when they pour their own 
drinks. Staff and children sit together at snack time and discuss that fruit keeps 

you healthy and makes you strong. Children are learning about why they need to 
wash their hands to keep away germs when they come in from the garden and 
before snack time. The easy access to water throughout the morning means that 

children's good health is supported. Children benefit from regular daily 
opportunities to access the newly refurbished outdoor area which helps children to 
develop their sense of space and encourages their physical development and 

interest. Children's behaviour is satisfactory as they learn to share and take turns, 
however, when children are grouped for some sessions, for example music time, 
this is not well planned and as a result children become bored and distracted which 

leads to their behaviour deteriorating. Children have limited opportunities to 
develop their independence because the way the resources are organised means 
that children have limited opportunities for choice. Staff make regular observations 
of children and use photographic evidence to assess children's development and 

planning is beginning to take place to plan the next steps for children. These 
processes are being introduced slowly into the group to meet the requirements of 
the EYFS.    
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

Overall effectiveness 
 

How effective is the provision in meeting the needs 
of children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

3 

How well does the provision promote inclusive practice? 2 
The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 

improvement. 
3 

 

Leadership and management 
 

How effectively is provision in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage led and managed? 
3 

How effective is the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement? 

3 

How well does the setting work in partnership with parents 
and others? 

3 

How well are children safeguarded? 3 
 

Quality and standards  
 

How effectively are children in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage helped to learn and develop? 

3 

How effectively is the welfare of children in the Early 

Years Foundation Stage promoted? 
3 

How well are children helped to stay safe?  3 
How well are children helped to be healthy? 3 
How well are children helped to enjoy and achieve? 3 
How well are children helped to make a positive 
contribution? 

3 

How well are children helped develop skills that will 
contribute to their future economic well-being? 

3 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex C: complaint/s made to Ofsted 
 
This section of the report includes details of any complaint/s made to Ofsted when: 

 we took action for the provider to meet the requirements of the Early Years 
Register; or 

 we asked the provider to take action in order to meet the requirements of 

the Early Years Register; or 
 the provider had already taken any necessary action to meet the 

requirements of the Early Years Register.  

 
We will not report on any complaint where the provider met the requirements of 
the Early Years Register or did not require any action by Ofsted or the registered 

provider. 
 

Detail of the complaint/s  
 
There have been no complaints made to Ofsted since the last inspection. 
 

The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which 
they can see on request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than 
those made to Ofsted. 

 


