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CHAIRMAN'S REMARKS

I hope you are all enjoying the early signs of summer – we must hope for a drier few months than last 
year!!!

The Annual Reunion application form is enclosed with this issue.  If any member has a special 
dietary request, please remember to put this on your form – the staff will meet your needs if they 
know in advance.

The Annual General Meeting is to be held on the 3rd October.  It is intended to publish the agenda in 
the September newsletter – if any member has a topic they wish to be discussed please forward it to 
me with any accompanying papers by 14th August.  It is particularly important for your views if you 
may be unable to attend taking into account the three major events planned for next year.  In 
particular we may need to discuss a time when we can fit the 2014  AGM in or combine it with one of 
the events.  Your thoughts please.

75th anniversary – the committee continue to progress special events for 2014.  Fund raising events 
have been held towards the cost of the Memorial.  Ideas for future fund raising events are most 
welcome – members are encouraged to conduct their own events.

Parading of the Association Standard – I am very pleased to report that Alf Larkin has paraded the 
Association Standard recently.  On the occasions of the Anzac Day at the Anzac Memorial in 
Weymouth and also at the 70th Anniversary of the Battle of the Atlantic.  Alf is quite happy to attend 
the funeral of any of our members provided he is given sufficient notice and subject to his 
availability.  I have been present when Alf has paraded the Standard and his gesture has been very 
much appreciated by those attending on each occasion.

Newsletter articles – the committee have been very pleased to welcome the many new members 
who have recently joined the Association.  However,  I am very short of articles and would 
appreciate the receipt of articles from our new members.  There must be a wealth of interesting 
stories from their time in the frigate – so please take time and send me your articles – if you have a 
picture to accompany your article, so much the better.  Photos will be returned on completion of 

printing.  It is your newsletter and a variety of articles is most welcome for the membership.

Memorial Pamphlet – a copy of a pamphlet we are using in connection with fund raising for the 
Memorial is enclosed.  If members would like copies to distribute in their local area with a view to 
fund raising please let me know.  The order is with the printers and should be with me shortly.

Obituary notice –the obituary of Captain Peter Lachlan who was serving in HMS AJAX at the time 
of the Battle of the River Plate is enclosed.

The River Plate Veterans and Families Association will be holding their annual reunion in the 
Plymouth Area on the 5th and 6th October.  If you would like further details please contact Jim Smith 
on 10302 841806 or lyntondale@toucansurf.com 
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OBITUARY - Captain Peter Lachlan

Veteran of the Battle of the River Plate, in which he fired three torpedoes at the 
retreating Admiral Graf Spee

C A P TA I N  P E T E R  
LACHLAN, who has 
died aged 92, was one of 
the last veterans of the 
Battle of the River Plate, 
w h e n  R o y a l  N a v y  
cruisers  forced the  
scuttling of the German 
p o c k e t  b a t t l e s h i p  
Admiral Graf Spee.

A t  f i r s t  l i g h t  o n  
December 13th 1939 
three British cruisers of 
the South America Squadron, under the command of Commodore Henry Harwood, succeeded in 
locating Admiral Graf Spee 300 miles east of the River Plate.  Lachlan was torpedo firing officer on 
the light cruiser Ajax, and from the open bridge enjoyed an uninterrupted view of the battle which 
followed.  By 06.20 all ships on both sides had opened fire at close range.  Soon the heavy cruiser 
Exeter had been put out of action, and Graf Spee had sustained superficial damage.

As Lachlan wrote to his mother: “Spee was a pocket battleship, capable of some 28 knots with a 
secondary armament as large as our main armament.  She had 6x11in guns, 8x6.9in guns, and 
numerous 4in guns... Her broadside of 11in guns was bigger by some 1,000lb than the combined 
broadside of all the British ships put together.  I am not allowed to say anything about our tactics, 
except that as you know she concentrated her first lot of salvoes on the Exeter, as she was her most 
powerful antagonist.  After a bit she concentrated on us, as the leading ship.!

As Exeter limped off to the south, Admiral Graf Spee made for Montevideo with the two remaining 
light cruisers, Ajax and Achilles, in hot pursuit; and at 07.25 Lachlan fired three torpedoes at a range of 
9,000 yards.  Two minutes later Ajax shook as one of Spee’s broadsides hit her, putting the after turrets 
out of action.  As the range closed, Lachlan could see Ajax’s own shells hitting the battleship but 
bouncing off the armour.
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In his letter Lachlan described the eerie feeling when “you see the flashes from her guns, the dirty 
brown fumes blown out and the shells rise to the sky, waiting to see where they land, and knowing 
that a hit from those terrific shells could easily put the Ajax out”.

As each of Spee’s shells landed, Lachlan ducked to avoid the fountains of water and shrapnel which 
swept over the bridge, but the cruisers pursued their quarry until Spee took refuge in Uruguayan 
waters.

After days of bluff and counter-bluff, Spee’s captain, Hans Langsdorff, was led to believe that major 
British reinforcements had arrived on the scene.  In fact, the only new ship was the heavy cruiser 
Cumberland; but Langsdorff, convinced that Harwood had been reinforced by battleships and 
aircraft carriers, decided to scuttle his ship off Montevideo.

Peter Graham Lachlan as born into an Army family on August 5th 1920 and educated at Wellington 
College, where his principal memory was of sneaking out at night to cycle to The Crooked Billet, a 
pub near Wokingham.  He joined the Navy as a special entry cadet in 1937.

As a midshipman under training in the months before the war, Lachlan enjoyed an idyllic life on the 
South America station, enjoying the hospitality of the expatriate community.  On the first day of the 
war, Ajax sank the German merchant ship Olinda off the river Plate, and the next day she intercepted 
the German merchantman Carl Fritzen, which was scuttled to avoid capture.

After his service in Ajax, Lachlan volunteered for combined operations and took part in the landings 
in north Africa, Sicily and Italy.  He was twice mentioned in despatches, and in December 1945 was 
appointed MBE for his distinguished service during the war in Europe.

Post-war, Lachlan attended the Royal Navy staff course in the rank of lieutenant; the Joint Services 
Staff College at Latimer; and, as a captain, the Imperial Defence College in Belgrave Square.  He 
served as commanding officer of the petty officers’ leadership school at HMS Royal Arthur, 
Corsham, Wiltshire, and as Director of Naval Service Conditions.

Lachlan was one of the Navy’s most successful peacetime seagoing commanders; his ships included 
the corvette Hadleigh Castle (1945), the destroyer Crispin (1952-53) and the guided missile trials 
ship Girdleness (1960-61).

From 1967 to 1969 he commanded the guided missile destroyer Fife, visiting both the east and west 
coasts of the United States and the Pacific.  He was commended for leading the rescue in rough 
weather of 79 people from the stranded passenger ship Tui Lau off Suva in the Fiji islands.

After leaving the Navy, Lachlan worked for the John Lewis Partnership, and soon reached 
managerial status.  His first challenge was the London distribution centre for Peter Jones.

Lachlan could be ruthless towards those who fell short of his own high standards, but showed himself 
a firm friend to others, across the divide of class and rank.  His privately printed and circulated 
autobiography, A Naval Career: Peter Lachlan 1937-1969 (2012) is a frank account of his life at sea.

Peter Lachlan married, in 1942, Prue Stewart-Moore, who predeceased him by a week.

Captain Peter Lachlan, born August 5th 1920, died December 10th 2012.
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SIR ERNEST SHACKLETON
Following on from the article in the March Newsletter regarding the grave of Sir Ernest Shackleton 
and the missing stone I am pleased to be able to report on the outcome. The below is the official Navy 
press release upon the event that some of you may have seen in the national press.

Joseph Collis joined the Royal Navy in 1935 and joined his first ship, HMS Ajax, a Leander Class light 
cruiser, shortly before she deployed to the South Atlantic. 

During this deployment, HMS Ajax was tasked with transporting the Governor of the Falkland Islands to South 
Georgia. 

Arriving at South Georgia, HMS Ajax anchored at Grytviken, a former whaling station and location of Sir 
Ernest Shackleton’s grave, on 11 January 1937. During Ajax’s brief visit to Grytviken, Joseph visited 
Shackleton’s grave, and decided to take a small piece of green granite as a youthful trophy. 

HMS Ajax departed Grytviken to take the Governor back to the Falkland Islands, and Joseph took the stone 
with him but always regretted doing so. 

Joseph Collis passed away in October 2012, aged 95. At his funeral his son, Malcolm Collis, recounted his 
father’s deep remorse about removing the stone and made a promise to return it to its rightful owner. 

Keen to ensure that he fulfilled the promise that he had made during his father’s eulogy, Malcolm contacted the 
Executive Officer of the Government of South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands and asked for his 
assistance. 

Touched by Joseph and Malcolm’s story, the 
Government of South Georgia were happy 
to assist in returning the piece of granite to 
Shackleton’s grave and, after much work, 
arranged for Malcolm to pass the stone to 
HMS Collingwood.

The stone was then flown from the UK under 
the care of Warrant Officer Andy Welch, 
who was departing HMS Collingwood in 
order to take up post in the South Atlantic. 

After two months in WO Welch’s care, the 
stone was passed to the first Royal Navy ship 
bound for South Georgia – HMS Protector. 

Operating in the British Antarctic Territory, 
South Georgia and the South Sandwich 
Islands throughout the Austral Summer, 

HMS Protector was tasked to visit Grytviken in order to collect hydrographic data and to assist with ongoing 
environmental and conservation work on the Island. 

When in position at Grytviken, and survey operations were underway, HMS Protector’s Commanding Officer, 
Captain Rhett Hatcher, joined with the South Georgia Heritage Trust and replaced the stone to its rightful place 
after an absence of more than 75 years; ending the stone’s 8,000 mile journey and fulfilling a son’s promise to 
his father.

HMS Protector’s Commanding Officer, Captain Rhett Hatcher, said:

“Returning the stone to Shackleton’s grave was an 
excellent finale to our period working with the 
Government of South Georgia and members of the South 
Georgia Heritage Trust. 

"HMS Protector was pleased to be able to carry the stone 
on what was the last leg of its long journey." 

Malcolm Collis said: 

“To know that the stone has finally returned to its rightful 
place after 75 years is very fitting and I would like to thank 
the Royal Navy for helping my late father fulfil his long 
held wish."

Captain Hatcher returns the stone to 
Shackleton's grave

Captain Hatcher with the Stone besides Shackleton's grave

Source:  www.royalnavy.mod.uk
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MEMORIAL UPDATE
The planning committee met again in April in Portland Bill to develop the Memorial design and its 

th
dedication. The dedication ceremony will now be held on Saturday 12  April 2014 lunchtime at the 
National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire. 

GIFT AID
Thanks to all those who have sent me their completed gift aid forms – it really does make a 
tremendous difference and considerably swells the funds with “free” money. If you haven't as yet, 
please do so – forms are on the website or contact me and I'll send you one.

EASYFUNDRAISING
Again, thanks to all of you who have registered with Easyfundraising. This means that members can 
raise additional funds simply by doing their on-line shopping via the the Easyfundraising route at no 
cost to themselves or the Association. Our new property in Norfolk is something of a 'project' and 
when ordering building materials on-line at Wickes I made £10 for the appeal on one transaction – 
simple, quick and free. Just think what we could raise if we all shopped in this way! 
If you would like to raise money for the Memorial simply through your on-line shopping please 
register at the "easyfundraising” website at http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/how-it-works/ and 
click on "Get started" then "I want to support a good cause" and then enter “HMS Ajax” and up we 
pop. Then, when you go shopping online, you will be invited to do so through Easyfundraising 
appeal.

FUND RAISING
Nearly £10000 has been raised by members of the HMS Ajax & River Plate Veterans and River Plate 
Veterans & Families Associations through donations and I, on behalf of the Associations, am 
extremely grateful for this splendid amount but we do need more. If you haven't yet contributed 
please do so; and if you have, do feel free to send me more!

Members are also raising money through their own initiatives: our Chairman raised £250 by holding a 
local quiz; David Humpage donated an original drawing of Ajax that we have reproduce (see website 
for details). This limited numbered print of a pencil drawing of HMS Ajax, 114 Leander Class Frigate, 
measuring 42cm x 30cm, was commissioned by the wife of David who served on HMS Ajax 1977 – 
1979. David kindly offered the drawing to the HMS Ajax and River Plate Veterans Association to sell 
with all proceeds going towards the Memorial Fund. The print costs £20, with free post and packaging 
to the UK, and will make an ideal gift for anyone who served on her (please note that the drawing is of 
Ajax post Ikara refit). It can be purchased via the "Buy Now" button on the website home page or by 
contacting me.

Should you have any queries regarding the memorial, the visit to Ajax or the luncheon please contact 
me or any committee member.

Malcolm Collis

7.

ARCHIVIST UPDATE
Firstly, Judi and I have moved and our address is now: The Bewicks, Station Road, Ten Mile Bank, 
Downham Market, Norfolk, PE38 0EU.
The website www.hmsajax.org is now up to 31000 visitors resulting in several enquiries.
In the March update I mentioned Horace Granville Howes who received a DSM whilst at Dunkirk 
and I listed 4 crew members who died on 1st June 1940. Elizabeth Gray, wife of the late Raymond 
(Dolly) Gray (Ajax 1938-44) contacted me to say she had met one of those listed as being killed. 
Dolly brought John Parsons home Christmas or New Year just after the River Plate and she was 
aware he died a Dunkirk but not the circumstances, only that his kit was sold and the money sent to 
his family – Elizabeth still has his scarf!

INFORMATION SOUGHT ON FORMER AJAX CREW MEMBERS
I would be very pleased to receive information on the following:

ALEC ASHLEY CHAPMAN
Following an enquiry from Simon Chapman, son of Alec, I was able to fill in many of the missing 
pieces in his naval history. He was a Lieutenant on Ajax at the time of the River Plate and the family 
have just visited Ajax where a street has been named in his honour.

WILLIAM BATES
The grandson of William would like any information about him. He was a signalman during the war 
but the Ajax dates are not known. He played the piano and was in the ship's band.

FRANK “MAXIE” WOODWARD
Stuart Lawrence is seeking information about his late father-in-law. He was on Ajax at the time of the 
River Plate and was a boxer of some repute. Whilst I didn't have much information to share I did have 
a couple of archive photos I was able to send him – quite a formidable man. Woodward Avenue in 
Ajax is named in his honour.

GEORGE GARDINER
Sharon Edge is after any information about her grandfather George. She isn't sure but thinks he may 
have been on Ajax at the time of the Plate. He was invalided out of the navy and died in 1952 in the 
Farnborough area.

ROY EDWIN HARMSWORTH
Another one with very little to go on but Wayne Harmsworth would like any information on Roy.
If you know any of the above please let me know.

Details are also on the “Do you know” page on the website http://www.hmsajax.org/#/do-you-
know/4567205451 
One of our new members, George “Phil” Phillips (Ajax 1965-66) has shared the following 
information about his time on Ajax. 
The deck in the junior ratings dining hall was laid out in coloured tiles in the form of a giant 'uckers' 
board, something he never came across on the other ships he served on. Unfortunately the Stokers' 
mess was underneath the dining hall and Phil recalls that many a time he was kept awake by the thud 
of giant-sized dice being thrown from a 'doby' bucket.
Does this bring back memories for anyone else?

Malcolm Collis - Archivist

Heavyweight Champ American & West Indies Fleet
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ARCHIVIST UPDATE
Firstly, Judi and I have moved and our address is now: The Bewicks, Station Road, Ten Mile Bank, 
Downham Market, Norfolk, PE38 0EU.
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ROY EDWIN HARMSWORTH
Another one with very little to go on but Wayne Harmsworth would like any information on Roy.
If you know any of the above please let me know.

Details are also on the “Do you know” page on the website http://www.hmsajax.org/#/do-you-
know/4567205451 
One of our new members, George “Phil” Phillips (Ajax 1965-66) has shared the following 
information about his time on Ajax. 
The deck in the junior ratings dining hall was laid out in coloured tiles in the form of a giant 'uckers' 
board, something he never came across on the other ships he served on. Unfortunately the Stokers' 
mess was underneath the dining hall and Phil recalls that many a time he was kept awake by the thud 
of giant-sized dice being thrown from a 'doby' bucket.
Does this bring back memories for anyone else?
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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S UPDATE

Welcome to two new Frigate members:

Stuart Challington was an ABS aboard Ajax from 1981 to 1984. Stuart lives at West Heath 
Birmingham and attended the Leander Cruiser Association inaugural meeting on our behalf in April. 
His naval history includes Rothesay, Achilles, Jupiter, Argyll and Bristol. Stuart is hoping to recruit 
some more members from the HMS Ajax Facebook group.

Scott Morrison has joined us through the web page from Port Kennedy in Australia. He served on 
Ajax in 1985 as a JRO. Scott was also on Ark Royal (85-86), Shetland (86-87) & Anglesey (87-89)

Crossed the Bar
Sadly three of our senior members have crossed the bar since the last Newsletter.

J R (Bob) Matthews
Bob served on Ajax from 1939 to 1942. He was our oldest River Plate veteran at the grand age of 95. 
Matthew's Street in the town of Ajax was named in his honour. Bob and his wife Irene have been 
poorly for some time. He crossed the bar on the 1st April.

Ernest Betts
Ernest had reached the age of 89 when he crossed the bar on the 24th April. He was a boy in 1940 and 
was injured during enemy action in 1941. Ernest contributed various articles to our newsletters in the 
past and has been very helpful with some of the archivist enquiries.

Royston (Roy) William Hicks
Roy died on 1st May in France at his holiday home at the age of 84. He only joined the Association in 
February. He was on Ajax 1947 to 48.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with Bob' widow Irene, Ernest's daughter & Roy's widow Lyn.

I am please to announce that Alec Townsin has been in touch with me following my article last time. 
He is alive and well and living near Southampton. I haven't had any feedback on the other names with 
whom we have lost contact. If you spot any errors in my list please let me know.

Happy Birthday to the following Members who had birthdays in this Newsletter Period 
(March – May inc.):
Glyn (Sam) Seagrave – Ajax 1975 – 77 who was 55 on the 6th March
William Smail – Ajax 1943 – 44 who was 88 on the 8th March
William Swanston  – Ajax 1938 – 42 who was 95 on the 9th March
Dennis William Talbot – Ajax 1947 – 48 who was 82 on the 14th March
Michael Fox – Ajax 1973 – 78 who was 60 on the 14th March
Hugh (Bing) Cosby – Ajax 1976 – 77 who was 74 on the 18th March
Richard Dalziel – Ajax 1965 – 66 who was 69 on the 30th March
Michael Keenan – Ajax 1974 – 77 who was 66 on the 11th April
Leonard Porte – Ajax 1946 – 48 who was 85 on the 18th April
Ian Darbyshire – Ajax 1976 – 78 who was 57 on the 19th April
David Humpage – Ajax 1977 – 79 who was 53 on the 21st April
John Garrard – Ajax 1939 – 41 who was 91 on the 8th May
Reg Baker – Ajax 1943 – 46 who was 89 on the 14th May
Nigel (Jan) Masters – Ajax 1976 – 78 who was 57 on the 22nd May
Bill Slader – Ajax 1946         who was 91 on the 23rd May 
Barry Clutton – Ajax 1968 – 70 who was 78 on the 26th May

(Apologies to anyone not mentioned in this or previous editions – to rectify this, please complete your 
update form and send to the Membership Secretary)

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
The annual subscription is still £10 with a family membership of £15.  We would like to encourage 
partners and children to join us officially. A gentle reminder that 2013 subs were due in January. 
Thank you all those that have paid and also completed the gift aid form.  As we now have charitable 
status we will be able to claim an additional £2.50 if you are a taxpayer.  I would appreciate any 
outstanding fees to be paid as soon as possible.
We are trying to make it as easy as possible for you and the various methods of parting with your 
money are listed below. Please ring me if you have any problems. If you pay electronically it would be 
helpful if you email me with the date the payment should appear in the bank.

Subscription can be paid by:
1. Standing Order - Association Account details: 'HMS Ajax & River Plate Veterans 
Association': Number -- 24865868: Sort Code -- 30-99-56 

2. Bank Transfer - Association Account details: 'HMS Ajax & River Plate Veterans 
Association': Number -- 24865868: Sort Code -- 30-99-56

3. Cheques & Postal Orders made payable to - 'HMS Ajax & River Plate Veterans 
Association' and posted to the Membership Secretary 
TO BE SENT TO ME PLEASE at The Bewicks, Station Road, Ten Mile Bank, Downham Market, 
Norfolk, PE38 0EU. 

4. By using the "Subscribe" button on the website and paying by PayPal or credit/debit card – see 
http://www.hmsajax.org/#/joining/4560949163 
This will deduct £10 but many of you pay extra to help with costs (Thanks); any extra donation can be 
paid through the “Donate” button on the website – see http://www.hmsajax.org/#/memorial-
fund/4567554524 

Whatever method you chose, if you haven't already, please do not forget to complete & return your 
Gift Aid form if you are eligible. It would also be very helpful for our records if you let us know if you 
do not qualify, to save us pestering you. 

Judi Collis
Membership Secretary
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The Battle of the River Plate

Model

HMS AJAX HMS ACHILLES HMS EXETER

FRONT PAGE OF THE MEMORIAL PAMPHLET

10. 11.

The Associations

HMS Ajax and River Plate Veterans Association (www.hmsajax.org) has nearly 50  veterans from the war 
including several from the Battle of the River Plate; over 30 crew from the later Frigate of the same name and 
over 50 associate members.
  

The River Plate Veterans and Families Association is comprised of veterans from HMS Exeter, two of whom 
are crew members who fought at the Battle and their families and friends.

In 1941 HMS Achilles was recommissioned with the Royal New Zealand Navy as the HMNZS Achilles.  
Contact with the RNZN is ongoing.

The National Memorial Arboretum 

 “Where our Nation remembers”.  This Centre of Remembrance is set in 150 acres in the heart of the Nation in 
Alrewas, Staffordshire DE13 7AR and honours the fallen, recognises service and sacrifice, and fosters pride in 
our country.  Over 50,000 trees have been planted since it opened in 2001 and there are over 200 significant 
memorials, including non-military, ranging from the modest to the main centre piece, the Armed Forces 
Memorial.  The Royal Navy Review is a large area with a collection of oak trees interspersed with memorials 
and plaques to ships and associations.  However, it must be said that, compared to the other services and 
organisations, the Royal Navy is sparsely represented with just a few memorials of note.

THIS GREAT ACTION WILL LONG BE TOLD IN SONG AND STORY
Winston Churchill – First Lord of the Admiralty – February 1940

PAGE 2  OF THE MEMORIAL PAMPHLET

PAGE 3  OF THE MEMORIAL PAMPHLET

December 1939: in the South Atlantic a German surface raider seeks out merchant ships.  Commodore Harwood, 
in command of the South Atlantic Squadron, had studied the area and knew the attractions of the rich pickings off 
the River Plate between Argentina and Uruguay, South America. The Germans claimed that pocket battleships 
could out-gun any ships faster than them and outrun any ship with heavier armament.  In early December 1939 
Harwood received enemy reports from the British freighters Doric Star and Tairoa as they were attacked and 
sunk.  He calculated that the raider could arrive at the Plate on the morning of the 13th December and ordered the 
cruisers HMS Ajax, Achilles and Exeter to concentrate there the previous day where they exercised Harwood's 
action plan.  On the morning of the 13th Exeter was ordered to investigate smoke on the horizon; she signalled “I 
think it is a pocket battleship” and at 0617 the British ships followed their orders “Attack at once by day or 
night”.  Captain Langsdorff of the pocket battleship Admiral Graf Spee at first concentrated her fire on Exeter 
which, with 66 of her crew killed, retired badly damaged. Ajax and Achilles closed on Graf Spee at speed 
drawing her fire and causing her significant upper deck damage and loss of morale. Langsdorff later said “They 
came at me like destroyers”. Ajax and Achilles had closed to within four miles of Graf Spee and Harwood 
ordered his ships to open the range to the eastward and shadow. Graf Spee continued westward into Montevideo 
in neutral Uruguay. Langsdorff requested 14 days to repair her damage but Uruguay, keeping strictly to the 
Hague Convention, allowed 72 hours. The Admiral Graf Spee was scuttled on 17th December. Two days later, 
having addressed the ship's company and spent the evening with his officers, Captain Langsdorff shot himself. 
The ship's company were interned in Argentina and Uruguay.

On return home the men of Ajax and Exeter were feted in London by King George VI and Winston Churchill; the 
Achilles' crew were similarly feted in their home port in Auckland. To the people of Britain the Plate brought the 
first victory of the Second World War and lifted the country's morale. As Churchill said at the London Guildhall 
luncheon “In a long dark cold winter it warmed the cockles of the British hearts”.

The Battle of the River Plate is remembered as being the last of the old-style sea battles fought without aircraft or 
radar where the speed of ships, their firepower and the tactics employed won the day. For the Royal Navy this 
battle was an expression of the centuries old tradition of achieving mastery of the seas through aggressiveness in 
battle and a willingness to take risks

As the First Sea Lord, Admiral Pound said at the time “IT SET A STANDARD FOR THE WAR” 

.
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There is neither mention of the Battle of the River Plate nor Ajax, Achilles or Exeter.  For a site “Where our 
Nation remembers” we sincerely believe this omission to commemorate the Battle and those that served in the 
three ships, ought to be rectified by commissioning an impressive memorial. (www.thenma.org.uk)

The Memorial

Negotiations with our preferred stone mason are in hand and it is hoped  to have a polished black granite disc, 
some 1.5 metres across, upon a plinth and a base of 1.8 m diameter and set within a paved area – see model on 
front cover.  This will be unique within the Arboretum.  A granite bench will allow visitors the opportunity to 
rest and reflect.  The inscriptions upon the memorial will seek to enlighten, inform and educate future 
generations and it is planned to dedicate the memorial in the spring of  2014.

How can you help? 
We are seeking to raise £18,000.  Whilst we are over half way 
there, we do need more if we are to leave an impressive legacy for 
the Nation.  Should you wish to be part of this act of remembrance, 
there are several ways you can donate:

By bank transfer – Association account details:

Name – HMS Ajax and River Plate Veterans Association
Account Number: 35150668  Sort Code: 30-99-56
This account is held on behalf of all three ships.

By cheque made payable to: HMS Ajax and River Plate Veterans 
Association and forwarded to The Chairman, Mr Peter Danks, 104 
Kelsey Avenue, Southbourne, Emsworth, Hampshire PO10 8NQ.

By visiting the HMS Ajax website www.hmsajax.org and opening 
the 'Memorial Page' and using the 'donate' button and paying by 
Pay Pal or credit/debit card.

Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs have approved Gift Aid 
status for donations.  These forms can be downloaded from 
http://www.hmsajax.org and are available from the Chairman (see 
above).

Thank you for taking the trouble to read about our aspirations and 
we look forward to hearing from you. 
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