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The Board of Directors is currently considering some changes to our membership 
categories and benefits. We are now inviting feedback from our members about these 
changes, which are proposed to take effect from 1 April 2018. 

Why are we proposing changes? 
We want to make joining Canoe Wales easy – easy to understand which category is right 
for you, easy to sign up or renew your membership, and easy to stay in touch with us.  
We currently have a lot of different membership categories which are difficult to explain and 
administer – and we also have hundreds of club members who aren’t members of Canoe 
Wales. This means that we don’t know some important information about paddlers in Wales 
– and we find it hard to communicate with all of you and to serve as the voice for 
paddlesport in Wales. 
These new categories make it simple – and they also mean that we’ll be able to 
communicate with everyone who wants to hear from us and be a stronger voice for our 
sport. 
 

What are the key changes we’re proposing? 
• We are proposing to eliminate our current membership categories and replace them 

with three simple categories:  
o On the Bank – for volunteers and officials who don’t paddle 
o On the Water – for most paddlers 
o Club Only – for individuals who only paddle as part of club sessions 

• We’ll still offer big discounts for U18s, couples and families – but these will be 
applied to the membership price rather than classed as separate membership 
categories. 

• All club members will need to purchase a Canoe Wales membership – a club can 
purchase membership on behalf of members, but each membership will have to be 
in the individual member’s name with their contact details for their insurance to be 
valid. 

 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 
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Proposed membership categories and benefits 
ON THE BANK ON THE WATER CLUB ONLY 

• Third party insurance for 
volunteers and officials 

• Updates by email about 
upcoming events 

• Four issues of 
Ceufad magazine 

• British Canoeing affiliate 
membership 

• Access to Canoe Focus, 
the British Canoeing e-
magazine 

• Discounts at selected 
retailers 

• Voting rights 

 

• Third party insurance for 
all canoeing activities 

• Updates by email about 
upcoming events 

• Four issues of 
Ceufad magazine 

• British Canoeing affiliate 
membership 

• Access to Canoe Focus, 
the British Canoeing e-
magazine 

• Discounts at selected 
retailers 

• Voting rights 

• Navigation licence 
• Access to the British 

Canoeing coaching 
scheme 

• Competition licence for 
sprint, marathon, slalom, 
wild water racing, canoe 
polo and freestyle events 

• Access to Catch up with 
Coaching, the British 
Canoeing e-newsletter 
for coaches 

• 50% off facility fees at 
the National White Water 
Centre 

 

• Insurance for club 
activities only 

• Updates by email about 
upcoming events 
 

£15/year £45/year £7/year 

 
Discounts available for 

U18s, couples and 
families 

Discounts available for 
U18s, couples and 

families 
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Questions and Answers 
When will this happen? 
If the final proposal is approved by the Board, these changes would take effect from 1 April 
2018. On that date, all current full members would become On the Water members until 
their membership expires, at which point they can renew with whichever category is most 
appropriate for them. 
What will I need to do? 
You won’t need to take any action. Your membership will be automatically transferred to the 
new categories on 1 April 2018, and your current membership card will still be valid for the 
rest of your current membership period. When your membership is up for renewal, we’ll 
contact you to ask you to renew with one of the new categories and offer you any discount 
options if you are U18 or part of a couple or family membership. 
Will life memberships still be honoured? 
Yes, life members would receive On the Water membership for life. 
What if I’m a recreational paddler and I don’t coach or compete? 
You’ll need an On the Water membership – this category would be for all paddlers except 
those who only paddle in club sessions. 
What if I only want a navigation licence? 
You’ll need an On the Water membership – this would still offer incredible savings over 
purchasing your licences direct from the Canals and River Trust and the Environment 
Agency. Plus you get all the other benefits of Canoe Wales On the Water membership. 
Why would club members need to join Canoe Wales? 
Because we currently can’t answer a really simple question: How many members do we 
have? This is because some people are members of clubs but we never receive any 
information about them because they haven’t joined Canoe Wales – so we have no way of 
measuring if our clubs are growing and if they represent the local community. We want to 
make sure that everyone is counted – and that everyone has a voice in Canoe Wales.  
What happens if I don’t purchase a membership but I only paddle at club sessions? 
You would not be insured for club activities. Your club receives its insurance through Canoe 
Wales, but that insurance would only cover Canoe Wales members (including Club Only 
members). 
What if I don’t want you to contact me? 
You can opt out of communication at any time – including when you join or renew. You can 
also opt-in later if you change your mind and decide you do want updates by email. If you 
opt out, we would only contact you to process your membership (including sending you a 
reminder when it’s time for your annual renewal). 
How can I comment on the proposal? 
We’ve included a process for you to comment in this year’s Annual Survey and your 
comments and questions will be shared with the Board of Directors to help guide their 
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decision-making process. We also will be holding Road Shows in early 2018 so you’ll have 
a chance to discuss the proposals in person if you have thoughts, ideas or questions for us. 
 
  
 
 


