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PREFACE
]

_' Carol Ross Barney, FAIA, Design Principal
Rr.]-m Barney Architects

In the most basic and traditional sense, a library is a repository for the written
knowledge of civilization.

For at least 5,000 years, men have been recording and archiving information
important to their lives. In ancient Mesopotamia, merchants kept transactions on
clay tablets using a cuneiform script. In classical Greece and Rome, poetry and
philosophy were preserved on papyrus scrolls and literacy was very important. The
Egyptian Ptolemy seized books in Latin, Persian, Hebrew and Greek and translated
them into Egyptian and stored them in the Great Library of Alexander, a public
library open to those with scholarly and literary qualifications.

After the fall of the Roman Empire, public libraries disappeared but early Christian
monks maintained robust libraries housing hand written manuscripts on paper
crafted using techniques imported from China. The monastic libraries paved the
way for the explosion of private aristocratic libraries with printed books placed on
shelves.

In the next centuries, the emphasis of collections shifted from historical artifacts
and religion to highlight academia. Nations built great libraries and universities to
meet the growing interest in classical literature and culture.

In the modern era, with global literacy exploding, libraries have further expanded
their societal role to become centers of community. Collected information has
multiplied at a dizzying pace and new technologies make it ever easier to store that
data.

Like the collections themselves, the Library Building has been transformed by its
changing function. People can imagine the medieval library with books chained to
reading benches and contrast this with today's multimedia collections serving diverse
set of patrons' demands. The library designer balances the storage requirements for
everything from paper to silicone, covering subjects both obscure and popular.But
the true challenge is to create a heart for community.

In the rush up to our digital age, some pundits predicted the end of libraries,
questioning a need for a physical space for information housed in cyberspace.
Paradoxically new libraries are more expansive and numerous than ever reasserting
that libraries have an impressively direct and significant impact on societies all
over the world and for thousands of years. Creating and providing an outlet for
technological advancements, introducing and nurturing cultural artifacts, supporting
the rise of various religions and helping to maintain a sense of historical structure,
they have managed to help communities survive and thrive via numerous artistic
outlets. The best new Library Buildings reflect and support our values.

Ross Barney Architects are passionately committed to integrated and sustainable
design and believe that architecture is on the cusp of an important, revolutionary

transformation. Our understanding of the earth and how it works is forcing cultural
change. We have come to the realization that fossil fuels are nothing more than a
carbon based energy credit card and we have reached the credit limit. New building
designs for libraries will be holistic. It 1s not enough to concentrate simply on energy
use: we need to thoroughly understand the amounts of energy imbedded in our
building materials and systems. We generally favor simple strategies and natural
materials. Every building can achieve a high performance level without increasing the
cost of construction. Our ultimate goal is to build zero impact structures. Technologies
and materials are very important but an equally important ingredient is careful and
thoughtful analysis.

Ross Barney Architects is a recognized leader in the design of libraries. Our buildings
have received significant design awards, honors and recognitions, including four
[nstitute Honor Awards from the American Institute of Architects.
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- ; Location: Rosmalen, the Netherlands : Design company: Jonkman Klinkhamer architects, owned by Architects Maajke Westinga and Roel ten Dras
lhB lI’l tlf lll'lral'IES / Area: 1,250 m* / Designer: Yvan Veninga
Lonstructing feating P adise / Photographers: Christiaan de Bruljne, Yvan Veninga / Maln materials: Bolidt, epoxy flooring system, natural stone, unplaned wood, steel, ete
/

LIBRARY ROSMALEN, THE NETHERLANDS
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In the former town hall of Rosmalen, designed by
Van der Laan en Van Hal, Jonkman Klinkhamer
architects have designed a modern library.

The main colour of the floor is white with
bands of light grey along the walls.The natural
stone of the previous floor has been re-used as
the floor of the corridor in the middle. Specific
areas have been given bright colours. The colour
of the furniture matches the floor.

To fit the design some additions were made
to the simple system of the bookcases.Other
furniture such as display tables, study desks,
lounge sets and more, were especially designed
for the library.

The basement with the children’s department
1s even more colourful. The floor is a carpet of
various colours. Each colour represents a topic
which sometimes matches a specific age. Reading
boxes with pillows, hearing seats for audio books,
bulletin boards and book displays are especially
designed for this library.
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