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SHERIFF HUTTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY HELD  IN THE VILLAGE HALL, 

SHERIFF HUTTON ON FRIDAY 11 APRIL 2014 AT 7.00PM 

PRESENT: Councillors: Douglas Wooles (Chairman), Penny Bean (Vice-Chairman), Brian 

Parkinson, David Lea, David Smith, Sally Downing, Martin Dodd 

Clerk: Nigel Knapton. 

No members of the public were present. 

 

A/14/1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE & DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

There were no apologies. There were no declarations of interests. 

  

A/14/2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13 APRIL 2013 

Minutes had been previously circulated. These had also already been agreed. 

 

A/14/3 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

a. My three previous annual reports tended to be lengthy. You will be relieved that this one is 

just a bit shorter. This is no reflection on the time and application given by each of your 

Parish Councillors. Although seemingly routine items, the Council was dealt with a regular 

flow of time consuming ‘care and maintenance matters’, requiring serious discussion, 

individual and group decision and follow-up action to completion. 

During the year eleven planning applications have been considered. Of these nine were 

supported and two refused. These decisions were confirmed by Ryedale District Council in 

due course. 

After a lengthy period when the Council had a serious shortage of Councillors, three 

volunteers were co-opted during the year. They quickly settled in and are providing 

worthwhile experience and knowledge of all aspects of the village. To this team our 

replacement Parish Clerk has brought an invaluable practical background of the ‘do’s and 

don’t’s’ of this appointment and ensures we meet the legal requirements which seem to be 

increasing by the month. In addition he is keeping close control of our financial affairs, with 

regular comprehensive reports to each monthly meeting. Under this heading the Council has 

restricted the increase in the Precept for 2014/15 to 3.5%. This should ensure all foreseeable 

maintenance charges and running costs will be met and allows a small reserve. In 

August/September the availability of the audited annual return will be advertised on the main 

village notice board as in previous years. 

There are always a few concerns that run on from year to year. Firstly village grass cutting 

has been maintained at a high standard and continues to receive appreciative comments 

from residents and importantly from visitors. The same contractor has been awarded the 

contract again this year. The first cuts have been made. With the grass now cut, the trees 

showing some signs of greenery and the daffodils in prolific bloom; the village is seen at its 

best. 

Whilst the North Yorkshire County Council grant for this year’s grass cutting has been 

allotted in full, the future position remains uncertain. Any reduction will make practical 

community support necessary and unavoidable, if today’s standards are to be maintained in 

following years. 
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Two complex subjects which have not been satisfactorily resolved, despite concentrated 

widespread efforts. Verbal and strong complaints about inconsiderate and possibly illegal 

parking at various identified places, and damage to grass verges have been followed up. 

North Yorkshire County Council Highways, Ryedale District Council, the Police and Traffic 

Enforcement officers have been consulted for advice on possible action to identify means of 

relief and remedies. These agencies have, in return, visited but any improvements have only 

been of a temporary nature. In the end the advice given emphasising that it is up to 

individuals to assist each other by more consideration and careful parking where practicable. 

The grass cutting contractor has been asked whether it is possible to provide for publication 

a list of the dates of each cut weather permitting. This could help as trimmings sprayed on 

cars have added to the complaints and annoyance. 

The second source of upset is another repetitive irritation. It is simply dog fouling of verges 

and pathways. Need I say no more about this but incidents have increased recently. Ryedale 

District Council’s dog warden is aware of our general concern, which is of course not unique 

to Sheriff Hutton. 

Neighbourhood Watch has been active and very supportive with energetic involvement. The 

Council recognised this contribution which is much appreciated by those concerned by the 

problems. 

Looking to the future, the Housing Needs Survey recently carried out indicates a possible 

future need for up to six affordable housing units. An examination to identify suitable sites 

which may become available, following land purchases, will be undertaken when the position 

is clearer. 

An up to date separate supplement outlining the various businesses and services operating 

throughout the village will be included in a future issue of the village news. 

The shortage of Councillors during the past year has meant it has not been possible to 

progress producing a Contingency Plan. Updating the out of date 2009 Parish Plan is also 

becoming a necessity to progress future developments and new funding. It is hoped that 

some progress can be made this year with both of these requirements. We are falling behind 

other villages in producing both publications. 

The long outstanding issue of the ‘Right of Way’ in Sheriff Hutton Park has still to be 

determined. No information is currently available as to when this is likely. North Yorkshire 

County Council have been asked to press for further information. 

Our appreciation must be extended once again to our County and District Council 

representatives, Claire Wood and Eric Hope, who frequently come along to our meetings to 

provide timely information and guidance on regional and district developments and policy 

affairs, this recognition must be extended to our team of Councillors who are making 

worthwhile contributions and bring enthusiasm to every item of our agenda. Thank you for 

your support which will be increasingly valuable in dealing with the undoubted challenges 

ahead. 

Finally, one must continue to be alert to other dangers of uncontrolled changes and 

structural developments. Inevitably, these could have a detrimental impact on the wider 

settings of the area, its associated landscape and the natural beauty of an, as yet, unspoiled 

setting. 

 

Thanks you. 
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A/14/4 ANY MATTER RELATING TO THE PARISH RAISED FROM THE FLOOR 

a. It was noted that the agenda had not been put on the village hall internal board as agreed at 

the last meeting. This would be sorted. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.30pm 

 


