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SHERIFF HUTTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY HELD  IN THE VILLAGE HALL, 

SHERIFF HUTTON ON FRIDAY 10th APRIL 2014 AT 7.00PM 

PRESENT: Councillors: Douglas Wooles (Chairman), Penny Bean (Vice-Chairman), Brian 

Parkinson, David Lea, David Smith, Sally Downing, Martin Dodd 

Clerk: Nigel Knapton. 

District Councillor Eric Hope. 

12 members of the public were present. 

 

A/15/1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE & DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

There were no apologies. There were no declarations of interests. 

  

A/15/2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11 APRIL 2014 

Minutes had been previously circulated. These had also already been agreed. 

 

A/15/3 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Whilst routine issues, which occur regularly throughout the year, such as dog fouling, vehicle 

parking difficulties, grass cutting and some thirty planning applications have required 

repeated Council attention, it has been an exceptional year for a number of challenging 

developments. 

 

The first arose from the unauthorised, unlawful building incursion on the Cornborough Road. 

An appeal by the owner against the rejection of the belated planning application was held in 

January before an appointed Inspector. The Vice-Chairman and I spoke regarding the 

Council’s objections and supported by strong well founded submissions by villagers. In late 

March, the Inspector ruled that the applicant should lose the appeal. The period for 

compliance with the ruling was set at six months. Watch this space! 

 

Secondly, in March, twenty years of submissions to clarify the status of the Coach Road 

moved to resolution with a three and a half day enquiry being held by an Inspector from the 

Government’s Planning Inspectorate. It is to the credit of the village that up to fifty supporters 

of our submissions attended throughout these proceedings. Their active involvement was 

acknowledged by the Inspector. This decision is expected within three months, probably in 

late June. 

This was followed by the issue of brochures by Third Energy outlining their plans for fracking 

in the Kirby Misperton area. Concerned residents attended a Council meeting to express 

their worries at this threat as the many impacts that fracking could have over a wide area. 

Councillors subsequently attended Ryedale Council briefings. When firmer outlines of Third 

Energy specific plans are available, this Council will determine what action is appropriate in 

response. 

 

If that were not enough Lightsource Renewable Energy Ltd have in the past month given that 

they are currently considering an application for a solar panel farm at Mill Hill Farm, 

Cornborough Road. A well-attended community briefing and consultation meeting was held 
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by them on 25 June. This was quickly followed by strongly worded verbal and detailed 

written objections. These have been noted. Appropriate action will be taken when more 

information in the form of a planning applications is received. 

 

Turning to more domestic matters such as complaints about inconsiderate and inappropriate 

and possibly illegal parking at identified places throughout the village. Inconvenience to 

essential deliveries and damage to grass verges are highlighted in these complaints. NYCC 

Highways and Ryedale District Council, the Police and Traffic Enforcement Officers have 

been consulted for possible remedial action to provide relief and remedies. Some minor 

improvements have emerged but in the end the advice given emphasises that it is up to 

individuals to help each other by more consideration and careful parking where practicable. 

 

Vehicle speed matrix were deployed in two sites on these occasions. Despite our widely held 

perception of regular excessive speeding through the village, analysis from the matrix 

indicated that this is not so, this is a surprise and some relief. Nonetheless, the obvious 

traffic hazards will continue to be reviewed for relief from the anxieties caused. 

Neighbourhood Watch regularly raise this at their meetings with the authorities. The value of 

their support and involvement is appreciated. Neighbourhood Watch have introduced a 

watch scheme in cooperation with the Police. This entails nominated members acting as a 

contact for vulnerable elderly individuals where they are bothered by unexpected callers of 

dubious character offering to do work at their properties and as a number of document packs 

have been given to residents who have been concerned by these nuisance callers. On 

behalf of the Council, our appreciation for their contribution and support in pursuing these 

matters. 

 

Another reoccurring source of irritation is dog fouling in verges, pathways, in the 

conservation area and the cricket and football grounds. The spring weather and extended 

daylight has seemed to have recently increased this nuisance. The Ryedale District Council 

dog warden is aware of our general concern. Additional dog bins have provided recently to 

ameliorate this nuisance. 

 

A complete change of subject. NYCC have consulted on reduced street lighting in certain 

locations between 12 and 5am. The Council has represented their concerns and objections 

to a number of their proposals. These have been acknowledged by them but no action has 

been taken to date. 

 

Provision of affordable housing in the village is now under discussion with Ryedale District 

Council’s Rural Housing Enabler, Colin Huby. The progress is being made with costings 

currently being prepared. He emphasised that property would only be let to local people and 

would be affordable in perpetuity as part of the planning agreement. Any proposed plans will 

require public consultation and Council agreement. 

 

The August issue of the Village News included a pull out supplement incorporating details of 

38 local activities and services in the village. Sincere thanks are due to Councillors David 

Lea and Dave Smith for all the time and care in compiling this most useful aide memoire. 
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Our County Councillor Clare Wood and District Councillor Eric Hope have frequently 

provided up to date information and guidance on District and Regional developments and 

policies. 

 

This is probably Nigel Knapton’s last evening with us. He has resigned due to his increasing 

commitments elsewhere. He has clerked our meetings efficiently and in a clear and succinct 

manner, presenting his advice and briefing in a straight forward positive way. Thank you for 

all you have contributed in the smooth performance of this Council. 

 

Now it is time for me to thank your Vice-Chairman Penny Bean and all my fellow Councillors 

for their support and for the time and expertise they bring individually and collectively to 

Parish Council work. I hope like me, they have found satisfaction in their role making positive 

contributions to activities and environment here. 

 

We must be alert to seemingly uncontrolled changes and structural developments, especially 

those likely to have detrimental impact on the wider settings of this parish, its landscape and 

as yet its unspoiled natural beauty. 

 

Thank you. 

 

A/15/4 ANY MATTER RELATING TO THE PARISH RAISED FROM THE FLOOR 

Various members of the public expressed their concerns at the proposed solar farm on 

Cornborough Road. These concerns included that they felt ambushed by Lightsource and 

had been subjected to a marketing ploy. It was thought that they had been negotiating to not 

have an environmental impact statement and that they were only in it for the money. 

Two criteria on Lightsource’s website were that sites must be well hedged and flat. This site 

had neither. The sub-station was upgraded several years ago but had failed to be screened 

correctly and a resident had left because of the noise. 

It was felt that if it goes ahead everyone will be paying for it through subsidies. It only 

generates electricity for 1,300 houses yet takes over 29 acres. A more appropriate location 

would be alongside the East Coast Mainline as with other sites.  

One resident had not been contacted by Lightsource. Ryedale DC did not have a specific 

policy on this kind of development.  

The Chairman read an article from The Daily Telegraph regarding the withdrawal of the 

subsidies next year.  

 

The meeting closed at 7.35pm 

 


