
	  
	  
	  
	  

Three European Hotspots 
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Tim Palmer explores a trio of less familiar European destinations for buyers who want a bit 
of buzz to go with their sunshine 

Raise the roof: Budva’s old town (Alamy) 
 

Ascoli Piceno 
“It’s like Tuscany before the tourists ruined it.” That’s how everyone describes Le Marche, 
the rectangle of land between Tuscany and Umbria and Italy’s Adriatic coast, long isolated 
from the rest of the country, and the excesses of the tourist trade, by the Apennine 
Mountains. Now the region is catching the beady eyes of British and other international 
second-homers in search of Italian food, landscape and lifestyle at bargain prices — property 
here costs less than half as much as it does in Chiantishire. 

It may not rival Florence or Siena for fame or grandeur, but the beautiful city of Ascoli 
Piceno has much to offer. “It’s a true hidden gem,” says Carlo Cavandoli, sales manager at 
Sotheby’s International Realty in the region. “It’s one of the best-preserved medieval hill 
towns in all of Italy, with a history that predates Rome. And its main squares are considered 
two of the most beautiful in the country.” It’s certainly atmospheric: the narrow streets are 
wonderfully romantic, and there’s great food (obviously) and a lively aperitivo culture in the 
many bars and cafes. 



You can buy within the city — on the property portal Gate-away, a two-bedroom ground-
floor flat in a newly converted palazzo is available for £170,000 — but most British buyers 
will be looking for something a bit more rural, so they can make the most of the super-slow 
pace of life. A stunning four-bedroom 18th-century villa on the outskirts of town is on sale 
for £700,000, though it requires a degree of modernisation (gate-away.com). 
 
This is one part of the world where you still can find a worthwhile renovation project: a 
totally unmodernised farmhouse with a bit of land could set you back as little as £30,000. A 
partially restored property would cost more than £100,000, and you can expect to pay at 
least twice that for the finished article. 

Alternatively, why not treat yourself to a whole village? Sotheby’s International is selling a 
medieval hamlet — five-bedroom farmhouse, outbuildings, church, park and Roman remains 
— for £1m (sothebysrealty.com). It’s just a couple of miles from the city centre.  

 

Budva 

 
If it’s a beach bolthole you’re looking for, the fairy-tale walled city of Budva is a buzzy base 
for exploring Montenegro’s spectacular coastline and the super-clear waters of the eastern 
Adriatic. (Apparently, it’s kept clean by currents that take all the mucky stuff west and 
deposit it on the Italian coast.) In July and August, it might be a bit too lively for some — the 
narrow streets and squares of the old city teem with holidaymakers, and the new Porto 
Montenegro marina attracts a glitzy yachting set. 

Yet, even in high summer, it’s easy to escape to one of the many peaceful and secluded 
beaches along the coast on foot, by water taxi or in a kayak. From pebbly bays and hidden 
coves to sandy stretches lined with bars and clubs, the huge range of beaches is the main 
reason the area is attracting developers, as well as Britons in search of a sunny seaside base 
away from the established playgrounds of the costas and the Greek islands. 

According to Andrea Marston, head of marketing at Montenegro Prospects estate agency, 
the country first attracted the attention of British buyers 10 years ago, before the recession 
intervened. Now it’s an even better bet, she says, with improved infrastructure and a 
thriving rental market for those who like to steer clear of the hottest, busiest summer 
months. 

And it’s not all about the beach, says Annabel Smith, international sales manager at Jackson-
Stops & Staff estate agency, who has been holidaying in Montenegro for many years. 
“There’s such a wide variety of things to do in one tiny place. It has mountains, with skiing 
and white-water rafting, and lakes and beautiful scenery. The season is long, too.” 

easyJet offers direct flights from Manchester to Tivat, only 20 minutes’ drive from Budva. 
Expect more routes before too long: the airport has seen a lot of investment. Otherwise, 
it’s two hours by car from Dubrovnik or a little less from Montenegro’s capital, Podgorica. 



British buyers tend to look for old stone houses — likely to cost upwards of £200,000. 
Montenegro Prospects has a two-bedroom flat in the old town (they don’t often come onto 
the market) for £266,000. There are plenty of modern villas, too — one with three 
bedrooms, grand sea views and a pool is currently on the market for £650,000, though you 
could spend more than £1m. If you want something cheaper, you don’t have to sacrifice 
views. A one-bedroom flat overlooking the pretty island of Sveti Stefan is yours for £75,000 
(all through montenegroprospects.com). 
 
A few miles along the coast is Lustica Bay, an upmarket development where three-bedroom 
flats start at £180,000 and villas at £2.3m (lusticabay.com). 

 

St Remy 

 
It’s hard to think of Provence as off the beaten track — thanks to Peter Mayle and the 
horde of wealthy holiday-homers who arrived in his wake to do up a tumbledown 
farmhouse, press their own olives and moan about the local tradesmen. 

St Rémy, though, is a little different from the rest of the region. The international rich have 
now descended in large numbers, but they’ve managed not to spoil it (though they have 
pushed up property prices). It is, says Mark Harvey, a partner in Knight Frank estate agency’s 
international team, a discreet sort of place. “You might be in a restaurant and notice John 
Malkovich, Brad Pitt or Princess Stephanie at the next table, and nobody will bat an eyelid. 
There’s no bling, no airs and graces.” 

The town is nestled in the Alpilles, the mini mountain range that marks the first stirrings of 
the Alps, and about 30 miles west of Mayle country, the Luberon. It’s not far from Avignon 
— and the Eurostar to London — and its microclimate is appealing even by Provençal 
standards, sheltered from the mistral in summer and gentle in winter. 

The restaurants, bars and cafes stay open all year, and it’s one of the few places in the area 
with a bit of life out of season. There’s even a hint of nightlife, albeit quite low-key. The real 
cultural highlights are more sedate. Van Gogh, who painted the area extensively, spent his 
last years in an asylum here. There’s also a magnificent set of Roman ruins. 

Most British buyers are looking for the classic stone farmhouse, but these don’t come cheap 
— prices start at about £770,000 and rise rapidly. If you’re lucky, you can pick up a 
townhouse for about £600,000, but don’t expect to find many ruins to renovate — they’ve 
nearly all been done, although Home Hunts has an old house close to the centre, in need of 
an upgrade, for £830,000 (home-hunts.com). If you don’t fancy the work, Knight Frank is 
selling a four-bedroom villa near the centre, with a pool and a large garden, for £1.2m 
(knightfrank.co.uk). 
 
 
 
 



 
For Sale 
 

 
Italy, £450,000 
There’s planning permission for a pool in the garden at this restored four-bedroom 
farmhouse near Ascoli Piceno (00 39 0578 59050, gate-away.com). 
 

 



Montenegro, £269,000 
Here’s a rare chance to buy a place in the historic old town — a 70 sq metre modernised 
duplex flat with two bedrooms (01628 623087, montenegroprospects.com). 
 

 
France, £850,00 
This renovated five-bedroom stone mas near St Rémy, with a pool and a garden, is the 
British buyer’s idea of Provençal perfection (020 7629 8171, knightfrank.com). 
 
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/style/homes_and_gardens/overseas_property/article16
66868.ece  
 
 


