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Inge Kaul

Hertie School 
of 
Governance, 
Berlin, 
Germany

17-Feb overarching The draft Indicator report provides an excellent starting point for assessing progress towards enhanced 
sustainable development.

Inge Kaul

Hertie School 
of 
Governance, 
Berlin, 
Germany

17-Feb overarching
Yet, while the list of indicators is already long, it would still be important to pay added attention to some of the 
factors that have, in past years, contributed to non-sustainability and to develop indicators that allow us to see 
whether and to what extent corrective action is being taken in these issue areas.   

Inge Kaul

Hertie School 
of 
Governance, 
Berlin, 
Germany

17-Feb overarching Another aspect that needs strengthening is the role of the developing countries in international cooperation, 
including international public finance.

Inge Kaul

Hertie School 
of 
Governance, 
Berlin, 
Germany

17-Feb overarching In addition, international cooperation at the regional level needs fuller attention.

Inge Kaul

Hertie School 
of 
Governance, 
Berlin, 
Germany

17-Feb 20 L94

Adequate financing is not only a matter of allocating resources to SD goals but also to avoid SD reversals, e.g. 
through financial crises and, in their wake, flagging economic growth. Accordingly, it would be desirable to 
focus not only on domestic resource mobilization but, more broadly, on domestic SD financing, including (1) 
expenditures/investments that serve to tackle crises and (2) expenditures/investments that support real 
progress. To this end, one could include in Target 10.b also such measures as: fiscal balance; debt 
sustainability; counter-cyclical measures that may be in place, and risk management measures that the country 
might have adopted, including weather and other risk insurance.

Inge Kaul

Hertie School 
of 
Governance, 
Berlin, 
Germany

17-Feb 19-20 L92

1-- The mere availability of annual reports by various UN system agencies would not necessarily tell us much 
about enhanced global sustainability. Again, why not take past experience into account and suggest that, 
among other things and, as and if relevant, these reports should focus on assessing whether, on the whole, we 
are promoting more balanced growth and development, including better balances between: public and private; 
national and international or, put differently, sovereignty and globalization; and the short- and the longer-term.
2-- The  proposed global reports should perhaps not only assess the coherence between global rules and 
SDGs but also the adequacy of the required operational initiatives at the international-level

Inge Kaul

Hertie School 
of 
Governance, 
Berlin, 
Germany

17-Feb 20 L95

1-- More and more developing countries are providing South-South ‘solidarity’ cooperation. It would, therefore, 
be important not to equate international public finance simply with ODA, i.e. the development assistance 
provided by the conventional donor countries.
2-- Climate financing should be new and additional money, as already stipulated in the 1992 Rio declaration. 
The established term of ‘new and additional’ finance might, therefore, be preferable to ‘incremental to ODA’.

Inge Kaul

Hertie School 
of 
Governance, 
Berlin, 
Germany

17-Feb 13 NA
Goal 05 doesn’t mention the aging problem that many countries face and that could, in some cases, not only 
lead to financial problems but also cause a conflict between generations and a fraying of the social fabric, 
which, in turn, might reduce willingness to cooperate at a time, when international cooperation is needed. 

Inge Kaul

Hertie School 
of 
Governance, 
Berlin, 
Germany

17-Feb overarching The global dimensions of the water problem are not being mentioned.

Simon Ross Population 
Matters 17-Feb 10 Indicator 

15, 16, 17 We strongly welcome these indicators, which are critical to living within planetary boundaries.

Simon Ross Population 
Matters 17-Feb 12 Indicator 28 While this is a legitimate indicator, an equally important one which seems to be missing is equality in 

participation in paid employment for women and minorities, which appears to be absent.

Gary S Belkin

New York 
University 
Program in 
Global Mental 
Health

18-Feb 13 I37

This indicator falls within Target 05a—to provide adequate prevention and treatment of communicable and non-
communicable diseases, including mental health.  Indicator 37 defines the “Issue to measure” as “Mental 
health coverage (e.g. depression, mood disorders).”  The proposed indicator, yet to be developed, is described 
as “Functioning programs of multi-sectoral mental health promotion and prevention in existence.”  I have 
several comments:
1) If the focus on coverage is depression/mood disorders that should be explicitly justified.  There is a case to 
be made for doing so in that these are the highest morbidity conditions among common disorders, but from a 
social development standpoint it is arguably a narrow scope.  It has the advantage of being focused and more 
readily accountable, the disadvantage of investing resources in mental health that are inefficiently narrow, not 
leveraging task shifted skills solutions for more versatility of effect.  This issue requires more explicit consensus 
review and analysis.
2) The Indicator—which describes having an existing prevention/promotion program is unrelated to the 
Issue—close treatment gaps.  Both reflect identified objectives of the recent WHO Mental Health Action Plan.  
However, simply having a prevention/promotion program is hardly likely to embolden or encourage broad or 
consistent action, or be outcome driven.  Closing gaps is crucial, provides a systems capacity platform to more 
effectively do promotion, and as above, has a robust research base that points to cost-effective task-shifted 
solutions for common disorders that are at the ready to provide substantive “how-to” guidance for finally 
bringing some gains in coverage for these disorders in primary care, and as a part of continued primary care 
strengthening. There is no longer any reason access to basic mental health care for common disorders in 
primary care is not accelerated and markedly expanded.  The WHO Action Plan sets a target of 20% treatment 
gap gains for “serious disorders” by 2020 which seems unambitious given the disease burden of these 
conditions, especially common disorders (depression, substance use carry the most DALY burden), their 
impact on all other health outcomes, and the readiness of available solutions and their synergy with other 
primary health care goals.  I would advocate shifting this Indicator to a) be consistent in matching it with the 
Issue of closing treatment gaps by b) expecting a 50% reduction in treatment gaps for depression and 
substance use disorders through expanding capacity in primary care.  Alternatively, the reduction can apply to 
at least 2 WHO priority mental health conditions listed in its mhGAP-IG treatment handbook.

Uzma Anzar
University 
Research 
Company

18-Feb 55 L1
This target is suggested to be reworded as “All girls and boys have measureable literacy (reading) and 
numeracy (mathematics) skills by the end of the primary grade 2 and onwards (based on credibly established 
national benchmarks)” 
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Uzma Anzar
University 
Research 
Company

18-Feb 56 Indicator 21

These are too important a learning skills goal to be wrapped under the “broad range of learning outcomes” 
target. Unless there is a concerted push to improve reading and numeracy in early grades – both absolutely 
foundational to any further learning - these important aspects will be pushed aside as usual to aim for vague 
goals such as “quality education” and so on. 

Early grade reading and numeracy has to be made a goal to be achieved rather than an indicator hidden under 
quality of education.  

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb overarching
Sustainability aspect not evident in the Indicators. These are largely in terms of output-deliverable. The end 
result of the estimated SDGs may indicate high level of attainment, as has been the case with the MDGs, but 
ground level evidences on MDGs across cities did not collaborate this scenario.

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb overarching

Sustainability can be assessed through outcome or impact of effective utilization of the output deliverable and 
not by indicators bringing out only the output, as these results  may be of  a transitional  nature. The poverty 
alleviation indicators in their present output manifestation nature do not necessarily bring out the sustainable 
impact of the poverty programs. All population coverage indicators on access to services may indicate 
coverage of access at a particular point of time, but these  do not bring out the continuity of the access or its 
quality, cost and affordability 

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb overarching Data base unlikely to be available for many output based suggested indicators at the city level, especially in 
the developing countries  for  Goals 8 & 9

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb overarching Illustrative outcome oriented indicators are presented in next section. These need to be  discussed and 
possibly further refined

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb overarching

Proposed Additional Goals and Outcome Indicators 
Governance Efficiency (Under Goal 10)
Issue to measure: Spread of Department-Department- Partnership (DDP)
Illustrative indicator: Proportion of government activities based on DDP
Outcome Indicator:  Time and cost overrun in program implementation

Inclusive Cities (Under Goal 7)
Issue to measure: Equal access to all services across sub-city population segments
Illustrative indicators: Ratio of  lpcd in poor city locations to high income city locations;  Ratio of hours of  daily 
power supply  in poor city locations to high income city locations
Outcome Indicator:  Healthy city population across all city locations

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb overarching
Some proposed indicators may be modified or deleted, as these are not likely to be easily understood and/or 
required data base may not be easily available or are not being presently generated on a regular basis, 
especially at city/village level 

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb overarching Indicators numbers for Review or Deletion:12, 13, 14, 37, 52, 73, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 9 Indicator 1 Proportion of population with positive saving rate

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 9 Indicator 3 Body Mass Index (BMI) of children under 5 years of age

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 9 Indicator 4 Body Mass Index (BMI) of Male and Female 

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 9 Indicator 5 Proportion of population  not suffering from  micronutrient deficiency (i.e. healthy population), separately for 
male and female  

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 10 Indicator 9 Per capita saving rate

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 10 Indicator 10 Productivity ratio between Formal & Informal employment

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 10 Indicator 15 Average family size

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 11 Indicator 18 Ratio of  proportion of children who can explain lesson learnt among  children  receiving and not receiving the  
quality pre-education education program

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 11 Indicator 19 Index of Capability to Express through  oral and written communication modes

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 11 Indicator 
20, 22 Progress rate to higher education stream or job market 

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 11 Indicator 
21, 23 Self Confidence Indicator reflected in open competitions 
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Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 12 Indicator 24 Crime rate of young people

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 12 Indicator 28 Proportion of new legislation to espouse the cause of women and minorities & their share of annual budget 

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 13 Indicator 34 Absenteeism rate of children in schools and adults in work place 

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 13 Indicator 35 Proportion of annual household  income available for holidays/leisure

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 13 Indicator 36 Proportion of children suffering from diseases immunization  expected to protect

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 14 Indicator 45 Absenteeism rate of children in schools and adults in work place due to overweight  & obesity  

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 14 Indicator 47 Proportion of people suffering from tobacco-related illnesses

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 14 Indicator 48 Proportion of people suffering from alcohol-related illnesses

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 15 Indicator 57 Proportion of rural population suffering from water-borne diseases

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 15 Indicator 58 Proportion of rural population suffering from poor sanitation-linked  diseases

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 15 Indicator 59 Ratio of cost per km before and after  access to all-weather road  (in terms of both travel time and financial 
cost) 

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 15 Indicator 60 Awareness rate on  crop market prices & other key information

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 15 Indicator 61 Product damage rate (to production)  before and after facilities developed 

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 15 Indicator 63 Saving  rate

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 16 Indicator 64 Per capita income and saving rate

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 16 Indicator 57 Proportion of urban  population suffering from water-borne diseases

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 16 Indicator 58 Proportion of urban  population suffering from poor sanitation-linked  diseases

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 16 Indicator 66 Proportion of urban  population suffering from diseases arising out of poor waste management practices  

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 16 Indicator 67 Ratio of cost per km before and after  access to reliable public transportation (in terms of both travel time and 
financial cost)

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 16 Indicator 60 Awareness rate on  jobs, markets & other key information

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 16 Indicator 68 Proportion of urban  population suffering from air pollution related  diseases

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 16 Indicator 70 Proportion of urban  population suffering from illnesses due lack of access to green space in neighborhood
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Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 17 Indicator 71 Proportion Fuel cost in Household Budget  

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 20 Indicator 95 ODA and net private grants from high-income countries as percent of GNI of non-high income countries, region-
wise

Vinay D  Lall
Society for 
Development 
Studies (SDS)

18-Feb 20 Indicator 98 Private net flows  from high-income countries as percent of total financial resource base of non-high income 
countries, region-wise

Dana McCoy Harvard 
University 20-Feb NA overarching

These indicators represent a great step forward in helping us to measure and understand progress toward 
sustainable development.  As a child development researcher, I am particularly interested in and impressed by 
Goal 3 and its indicators.  I applaud the group for acknowledging the importance of early childhood 
development and Goal 3a, in particular.

Dana McCoy Harvard 
University 20-Feb 53-54 Indicator 18

I agree that it is important to capture quality in understanding children’s exposure to pre-primary education.  
Although the Comment on page 54, line 6 notes that measuring quality is difficult, page 53, line 25 does 
include “quality” as a core component of the indicator definition.  I would like to know how quality will actually 
be operationalized or incorporated into the measurement of this indicator, and in particular whether the focus 
will be on process vs. structural quality vs. both.  I would also suggest disaggregating pre-primary education by 
age group, as I’m sure exposure will vary by age.

Dana McCoy Harvard 
University 20-Feb 54 Indicator 19

I am very happy to direct indicators of child development included in this report.  At the same time, I would 
encourage the group to consider measures of early development beyond the MICS ECDI items.  In particular, 
the proportion of “delay” in each domain/category of the MICS ECDI items is variable, indicating that some 
domains (like physical, which includes pincer grip, a milestone that should be met by 9-10months) may be 
easier to achieve “on track” status than others (like pre-academic, which include more difficult tasks like 
reading).  Because of this, being “on track” vs. “delayed” in each domain may be more dependent on the 
developmental appropriateness of items than the actual abilities of children.  In addition, the ECDI items only 
cover 3-4 year old children, and are not appropriate for 1-2 year olds or 5 year olds.  The WHO is currently 
launching an effort to develop appropriate indicators of early development for children 0-6.  In addition, the 
Saving Brains initiative funded by Grand Challenges Canada is currently developing a brief scale similar to the 
MICS for children ages 1-3.  I would be happy to provide more information about the Saving Brains scale if 
interested.

Dana McCoy Harvard 
University 20-Feb 54, 58 L35, L14 I would highly recommend including both of these milestones, if possible.  Environmental stimulation and “non-

cognitive” outcomes for children are critical for healthy development and growth, and under-measured globally.

Jörg-Robert 
Schreiber

Verband 
Entwicklungsp
olitik deutsche 
Nichtregierun
gsorganisatio
nen - VENRO

24-Feb overarching

Goal 3 restricts education to “functional literacy, numeracy, and skills to earn a living through decent 
employment or self- employment”.  Acknowledging the need for this focus it has nevertheless to be taken into 
account that the aims of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) and the draft of a Post 2015 ESD-
World Action Plan by UNESCO are indispensable for the general acceptance und success of future SDGs. 
This would unite mayor goals of UNESCO programs and correspond to national resolutions where ESD has 
been an important contribution to quality education.  ESD is contributing substantially to the understanding of 
all 10 SDGs, so that it would 
undercut  their implementation and frustrate innumerable ESD programs if this was not considered. 

Consequence: addition of an ESD/quality education target and respective indicators.

Jörg-Robert 
Schreiber

Verband 
Entwicklungsp
olitik deutsche 
Nichtregierun
gsorganisatio
nen - VENRO

24-Feb 58 L13
Proportion of girls and boys who acquire skills and values needed for global
citizenship (national benchmarks to be developed) by age 14 
has to be linked with ESD und redefined correspondingly (s. UNESCO draft for ESD Word Action Plan 2015+).

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb overarching References to sexual and reproductive health rights should state sexual and reproductive health and rights.  
This terminology should be applied consistently.

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 6

We support calls for improved data and recognise the value of real time utilisation to enable data to inform 
decisions.

We also support calls for increased financial support to improve the statistical infrastructure and capacity of 
each country.  If the data generated is to be of value it must be consistently and accurately gathered which 
requires robust mechanisms

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 7+8 4+3 Inconsistency in the two lists of suggested disaggregation of data.  Disaggregation of data must be consistent 
and comprehensive. The first list is much more adequate than the second.

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 10 Indicators 
15,16 + 17

The target should not be to achieve rapid voluntary reduction in fertility. The aim is the realisation of Sexual 
and Reproductive Health and Rights. One impact of successful implementation of reproductive rights would be 
a reduction in births to a more sustainable level but a human rights approach should be maintained.  
Suggested indicators therefore would be
·       Total fertility rate.
·       Access to family planning services to enable informed choices.
·       Utilisation of contraception.

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 12 Indicator 32 Shouldn’t be limited to violence perpetrated by intimate partners. Intimate partner violence is clearly an issue 
but gender based violence is not only carried out by intimate partners.

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 13-Dec

The suggested indicators are concerned with measuring instances and post violence response but won’t be 
effective in significantly reducing gender based violence in the first place.  A new indicator is required to 
measure activities that aim to reduce violence.

We suggest a new indicator measuring % of male and female population provided with training and/or 
information to reduce gender based violence.

We suggest an additional indicator specifically measuring violence against children which should include 
female genital mutilation, parental violence and forced marriage.
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Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 13/14 34-43

The indicators for communicable diseases such HIV should be applied to target 05a.

Suggested core indicators should include:

·       Number of AIDS related deaths
·       Number of new HIV infections
·       % of people living with HIV accessing treatment and associated services
·       % of people living with HIV accessing sexual and reproductive health services
·       % of at risk populations accessing preventative services

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 50 Indicator 15 Disaggregation should include economic status and geography

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 51 Indicator 16 The scope of this indicator should not be limited to married women or those in a union.

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 51 Indicator 17 The scope of this indicator should not be limited to married women or those in a union.

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 51 Line 16

An indicator on teenage pregnancies should be included as a core indicator as this is a good indicator of 
effective education and choice for young women.  Suggested wording along the lines of:

·       Age of mother at conception date.

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 57 Indicator 23
The use of internationally agreed minimum standards is essential if this indicator is to be of value.

Broad range of learning outcomes should include sexual education and gender equality training.

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 59 Indicator 24 Suggested indicator does not give any insight into why young people are not in education, training or 
employment.

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 61 Line 1

There should be an indicator added which measures sexual independence of women. Something along the 
lines of:
·       % of women asserting their right to use a condom
·       % of women asserting their right to refuse sexual activity

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 63 Line 26 An additional indicator should be included to measure access to essential services by minority groups such as 
LGBT, sex workers and people living with HIV.

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 67 Line 1 Include other vulnerable groups in title e.g. LGBT.

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 69 Indicator 34 
+ 35

Indicators for access and out of pocket costs need to be complimented with an indicator on utilisation of 
services.  Cost and geography are not the only barriers to access, stigma and discrimination are also barriers 
and must be addressed.

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 71 Line 34 The proportion of the population requiring treatment with access to affordable essential treatments should be a 
core not additional indicator.

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 75 Line 17 In addition to sex and age, disaggregation should include economic and geographic  data and include men 
who have sex with men, sex workers and people who inject drugs.

Matt Grady STOPAIDS 26-Feb 122 Line 12

We strongly support the reform of international bodies, standards and frameworks such as TRIPS to ensure 
that the needs of populations are prioritised ahead of commercial interests. 

We support the need for these mechanisms to ensure consistency with achieving the SDGs

Mark Leverton
Global Alcohol 
Producers 
Group

28-Feb 79 Indicator 48

We agree with the WHO recommendation that the reduction in harmful use of alcohol should be part of the 
Global Monitoring Framework for Non-Communicable Diseases (GMF). However, what is proposed in this 
document is not consistent with the GMF.

For the harmful use of alcohol, the GMF includes a target of “10 % relative reduction in the harmful use of 
alcohol, as appropriate, within the national context” and the following indicators:  

• “Total (recorded and unrecorded) alcohol per capita (15+ years old) consumption within a calendar year in 
liters of pure alcohol, as appropriate, within the national context;”
• “Age-standardized prevalence of heavy episodic drinking among adolescents and adults, as appropriate, 
within the national context;”
• “Alcohol-related morbidity and mortality among adolescents and adults, as appropriate, within the national 
context.”

We would submit that the target and indicators for harmful use of alcohol in the sustainable development goals 
should be made consistent with those in the GMF.

Shamsur 
Rahman 

Samajik 
Augraon 
Foundation 

28-Feb overarching Thanks I read the draft and my suggestions is to prepare this based on country wise development issues so 
that we as the least country peoples can follow and benefited from that.

Stella Joy and 
Tara Joy

Active 
Remedy Ltd 1-Mar overarching

Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals

Protecting the Water Cycle to Ensure Global Water Security (SEE COMMENT FORM FOR FULL RESPONSE)

Anonymous N/A 3-Mar overarching

"Most of the MENA region is facing severe wars and/or political changes mostly accompanied by violence that 
have resulted to fragile political systems and weak governance. Despite being important to the well-being of 
the communities, the region’s governments are expected to partially or totally ignore the SDGs.
The indicators are, as always, good tools of monitoring and even evaluation, but still the fate of the people 
should not be an option but rather a firm consequent fact.
For that I would suggest that in countries with the above features, there should be three national bodies 
connected to a certain UN agency; representing a free-link between the governments and the UN through 
reporting, following up and offering consultation;
1-   NGO coalition assembled to follow up the SDGs implementation.
2-   Scientific team of selected scientists and experts on SD to offer solutions and presenting advice.
3-   Media center for reporting and public education on SDGs .

Carl Polley University of 
Hawai‘i 4-Mar overarching

The inclusion of indicator 49: “Evaluate Wellbeing and Positive Mood Affect” is a positive step toward 
recognition and legitimization of subjective indicators for global development.  This is one way by which the UN 
can start shifting toward a bottom-up view of development, by incorporating a wider range of polls and other 
evaluative measures concerning attitudes toward 
health, development, governance, etc.  Greater inclusion of polling and other subjective and evaluative 
measures is congruent with efforts to include underrepresented stakeholders more fully in the SDG process.

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar overarching

The process and including the public consultation process is noble and admirable. Nevertheless and as clearly 
stated in the text, it bears the risk of including everyone’s wishes and hence ending up with too many too fuzzy 
goals. In this respect the text clearly contradicts its own goal to be short and precise as stated on page 30 line 
8-11. I wonder if it is possible to – in the next round - design a public consultation process to shorten and limit 
the number of goals and subgoals by a kind of public voting system or the like.
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Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar overarching The core indicators to be chosen should be based on reliable data (page 7, lines 45-47). This is not the case 
for the majority of the indicators proposed and could be made much clearer in the document.

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 44 Goal 02
“Achieve development within Planetary Boundaries” is wrongly stated because the explanation of the goal and 
indicators do not align with this goal nor make it possible to achieve it if a country or region does well according 
to the indicators. The sub-goals would fit well under goal 4 (9,10,11) goal 9(12,13,14) and goal 10 (15,16,17)

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 69 Goal 05
Wellbeing is a fuzzy concept that is highly dependent on short-run changes in an individual’s environment and 
has not that much to do with long run developments. I would therefore consider it unsuitable for such an 
endeavor as long-run goals.

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 82, 91, 110, 
122

Goal 06, 
07, 09, 10

“Improve”, “empower”, “Secure” (in the context of ecosystem services) and “transform” are the opposite of 
measurable “goals” or “targets”. Improve – by how much?, transform – into what?, Empower – in what way? 
What for?

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 9 Goal 01 #8 This indicator runs contrary to #6 and #7 if a lot of support would result from a lot of violence. In addition it is 
not clear if a lot of support is good or bad.

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 10 Goal 02a

“the next income level” does not make sense for countries already in the highest group.
#10 and #11 do not make sense without considering unemployment.
#11: decent work: jobs according to ILO norms could be used as indicator. In addition, very interesting and 
maybe easier to measure would be percentage of full time ILO equivalent jobs that provide a living wage 
(wage above poverty line or wage above a minimum national living income)
And this doubles with page 12/goal04 #29

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 10 Goal 02b
Why is depletion of non-renewable resources not included?
“expand GDP…” misses an issue to measure. This could be: all countries include and monitor an alternative 
GDP measure in their national accounts.

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 12 Goal 04a Discrimination: other useful complementary measures would be the income gap between men and women and 
the proportion of women in leading business positions

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 12 Goal 04b Proposition for an additional indicator to be used: highest to lowest pay (or CEO to average worker)

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 13 Goal 04c The indicator proposed is not useful because there can be large differences between actual cases and 
reported cases and this difference may change over time (see example of India)

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 14 Goal 05c

#48: what is “harmful”? deaths by alcohol?, number of alcoholics?, overall consumption levels?
Why are other drugs not included?
#49: I would prefer to drop this indicator (reason see general comment above). The whole set of goals should 
be able to come close enough to what the proponents of this indicator want to know.

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 15 Goal 07a

#63 this is already covered under the first goal if the statistic is simply divided into rural and urban.
#64: I would drop this indicator because a strategy alone does not imply any improvement and any 
improvements that may follow are already covered by the other indicators.
#65: “slum conditions” is misleading since the indicator proposed simply measures how many people live in 
slums. I would propose to call it “cities as poverty traps” and add two indicators: rent as % of household 
income and square meters per person.

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 15 Goal 07b

#66: why weekly and not daily, monthly,…? Me living in Germany in a city, I am not covered by weekly solid 
waste collection.
#67: how is reliable defined? Is it not equally important where the public transport is able to take me? An 
alternative indicator could be: % using public transport

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 17 Goal 08a

#71 and #72: I think they overlap to a large extent: if I have access to electricity I almost certainly have access 
to an electric stove, given my income is high enough which is covered already by another goal.
#71: what is considered “modern” may change over the time the goals exist.
#73: Would it not make more sense to measure decarbonization achievements instead of strategies?

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 18 Goal 09 #79: just a note: the appropriateness and exactness of the ocean health index is still highly debated by 
scientists.

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 19 Goal 10 I miss a goal on political oppression, e.g. using the freedom of the press index.

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 20 Goal 10b

#98: I think it is currently impossible to measure private finance for sustainable development in any meaningful 
way. 1) What is supposed to be covered? An individual consumer choosing to take the bus instead of the car to 
work? A very dirty business becoming a little bit less dirty? Or a “green” start-up which is nevertheless 
consuming some resources? Is Unilever’s development of a dry shampoo a private flow for sustainable 
development? (Answer: only if it crowds out “wet” shampoos?)

Linda Kleemann
Kiel Institute 
for the World 
Economy

4-Mar 20-21 Goal 10c

#99: “Sustainable” is not reflected in the indicator proposed at least not if “advanced” is not automatically more 
sustainable.
#100: The indicator does not reflect the issue to measure as it does not say anything about “transfer”. An 
alternative name could be “knowledge economy”.

Olimar Maisonet IREX 4-Mar overarching

Overall, document presents a solid approach for measuring emerging development areas that were forgotten 
during the development of the Millennium Development Goals. There seem to be some repetition on goals 7 
and 4. 

Document should do a better role highlighting the importance of ICT for development. Using ICT infrastructure 
is crucial for speeding up the delivery of services and providing access to crucial information. CSOs and 
government must use ICTs to bridge the gap between national policy and regional implementation, ensuring 
that development reaches all communities and to provide public forums and space for wider civil society 
participation and engagement in decision-making.  

Olimar Maisonet IREX 4-Mar 9 Indicator 1, 
2

Need to consider poverty gap index to address income inequality. Additionally, the $1.25 a day or less 
benchmark as a starvation line, not a poverty line since it doesn’t reflect issues regarding access to basic 
services nor vulnerability. UNDP has done some work on Multidimensional Poverty 

Olimar Maisonet IREX 4-Mar 12 Indicator 25 Include placeholder for non-formal and ICT-based education: # of students enrolled by gender at the tertiary 
level in an ICT-related field or # of students who use the Internet at school

Olimar Maisonet IREX 4-Mar 14 Indicator 52 Water use efficiency (WUE)  metric : kg/m³ to measure productivity of water use

Olimar Maisonet IREX 4-Mar 15 Indicator 60
Considering measuring internet access in public places. In poor areas, people might not be able to afford 
broadband subscription but they might have access to internet at libraries and government institutions. Refer to 
WSIS Statistic Framework.
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Olimar Maisonet IREX 4-Mar 19 Indicator 89-
93

Not  certain how these indicators measure overall good governance but I suggest considering: 
http://i.imgur.com/HgK9y9D.png (source: http://www.article19.org/data/files/medialibrary/37393/Access-to-
information-post-2015-EN-A4.pdf)

Olimar Maisonet IREX 4-Mar 20 Indicator 99
ICT indicator should consider: broadband communication, radio, television, and others. However, there should 
be an indicator looking at relevant content and data for development initiatives including: e-government 
services, online training, etc.

Carl Polley University of 
Hawai‘i 5-Mar 80 L10-16

Gallup’s Global Wellbeing Poll uses the Cantril Self-Anchoring Striving Scale, but this metric is best applied 
longitudinally, taking multiple measurements from an Individual respondent, for example: multiple responses 
throughout a day, several months throughout a year, or monthly measurements across a lifespan. The Cantril 
Ladder is most powerful when comparing responses within a single respondent—hence, it is “Self-Anchoring”.  
Gallup, SDSN and/or the OECD may might therefore collaboratively consider whether to adopt a more clearly 
individualized longitudinal approach for the Global Wellbeing Poll and other evaluative measures.

Lilly Dimling Global Soap 
Project 5-Mar overarching We feel strongly that hygiene needs to be a part of the WASH goals and in particular that handwashing be an 

indicator.

Agumagu Collins 
Okwudiri

Youth 
Network for 
Good 
Leadership in 
Nigeria

6-Mar overarching To achieve this goals and targets, partnership  should be encourage  with youth and for youth globally,because 
youth is a great force in achieving these goals.

Agumagu Collins 
Okwudiri

Youth 
Network for 
Good 
Leadership in 
Nigeria

6-Mar overarching Empowering youth non governmental organizations will go a long way in creating more awareness to rural 
youths,children and marginalised women on these goals

Agumagu Collins 
Okwudiri

Youth 
Network for 
Good 
Leadership in 
Nigeria

6-Mar overarching Employment opportunities to youth will help to promote peace and development globally.

Agumagu Collins 
Okwudiri

Youth 
Network for 
Good 
Leadership in 
Nigeria

6-Mar overarching Also target people in the rural communities in learning,especially out of school youth and young women. build 
public library and learning centres across communnities.

Agumagu Collins 
Okwudiri

Youth 
Network for 
Good 
Leadership in 
Nigeria

6-Mar overarching Finally, we commend SDSN for this report and hope you will consider young youth network for good leadership 
in Nigeria as your global partner in achieving and creating awareness on these goals and target.

Agumagu Collins 
Okwudiri

Youth 
Network for 
Good 
Leadership in 
Nigeria

6-Mar 9 Goal 01
in goal 1:end extreme poverty including hunger:   we think to end hunger and poverty, government of nations 
should make  jobs creation for both graduates and un graduates a compulsory task to achieve global peace 
and development.

Agumagu Collins 
Okwudiri

Youth 
Network for 
Good 
Leadership in 
Nigeria

6-Mar 11 Goal 03
goal 3: ensure effective learning for children,youth for life and livelihood.  we should add out of school youth 
and marginalised women  in rural communities in the learning processes at all level to achieve development 
and secure future.

Agumagu Collins 
Okwudiri

Youth 
Network for 
Good 
Leadership in 
Nigeria

6-Mar 12 Goal 04

goal 4: achieve gender equality,social inclusion and human rights.  to achieve violence against women,we  
advice government of all nations to implement all laws related to rapes and others. men and women should 
see themselves as partners in global development. in human rights, human rights should taught at schools and 
universities and also at community meetings to create awareness on rights of human beings at all level. in 
social inclusion, youth and marginalised women should be engaged in policy making,civic engagement and 
global issues that affects them,especially employment opportunity, issues of hiv/aids preventions,peace 
development and empowerment. finally partnership with youth will also help to achieve world peace.

Agumagu Collins 
Okwudiri

Youth 
Network for 
Good 
Leadership in 
Nigeria

6-Mar 13 Goal 05 goal 5: achieve health and well being at all ages.  hiv/aids prevention should be a course of study in 
universities. thre should be free health care delivery globally.

Carl Polley University of 
Hawai‘i 6-Mar 80 L18-23

The use of “Positive Mood” as a measure reduces emotional wellbeing to a one-dimensional dichotomy of 
positive vs. negative moods.  As an alternative,
the SDSN and/or OECD may wish to consider how the multidimensional GNH framework, developed by the 
Centre for Bhutan Studies in collaboration with the Oxford Institute for Sustainable Development, could be 
integrated with draft indicator #49.

Cathy Eatock

Aboriginal 
Rights 
Coalition 
Australia

6-Mar overarching

Id like to first express my thanks for enabling this conference call, I appreciate the opportunity to provide direct 
feedback and input through these Public Consultations. 
I’d also like to introduce myself, Im a Kairi & Gubbi Gubbi women of central Queensland, in Australia. As an 
Aboriginal advocate, we join the 400 million plus Indigenous people globally who suffer disproportionately from 
many of the issues raised within the report. Aboriginal peoples experiences of imperialism and the resulting 
violence perpetrated against our peoples, the ongoing dispossession of our lands and marginalization our 
communities directly impacts on the entrenched poverty, poor health outcomes that results in Aboriginal people 
dying on average 17 years before the wider community, poor educational outcomes and a lack of access to 
basic facilities.
In Relation to identifying gaps in the report, Id like to note:
 There is a fundamental difference for Indigenous peoples from the disadvantage suffered by others around the 
world which demands its own specific Goals, Indicators and Targets to be developed.  That is that Indigenous 
peoples are colonized Nations, occupied by colonial nation States that dont represent our interests and that 
continue to expropriate our lands and our resources.  In many instances, such as in Australia, these are first 
World States that are wealthy from the dispossession of the original inhabitants and that also actively work to 
disengage Indigenous people from decision making processes.  Within Australia, for example, in 2007 the 
Federal government sent 600 army troops into Aboriginal communities in the Northern Territory and suspended 
the Racial Discrimination Act to instigate policies that limited Aboriginal peoples’ decision making at both the 
community and individual level. While in 2013, the Federal Government established an Indigenous Advisory 
Board comprised of 12 hand-picked Board members, 4 of which are non-Aboriginal, 3 were CEOs of mining 
companies and 3 were CEOs of financial institutions, while the elected Aboriginal representative body has had 
its funding cut. (cont.)
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Cathy Eatock

Aboriginal 
Rights 
Coalition 
Australia

6-Mar overarching

Like women, Indigenous people need to be reflected across every goals but significantly they also require their 
own specific goals with associated targets and indicators to be developed.  
So how do we move to develop Sustainable Development Goals that reflect the specific needs of 
Indigenous/Original peoples?  
There are three key initiatives that I’d like to briefly touch on.
1) The first is the requirement for nations to provide comparative detailed data comparing a series of core 
Indicators for Indigenous peoples as compared with the broader community to provide a clear picture on which 
to measure performance against set targets, which need to include social indicators but also importantly, 
adherence to recognizing Indigenous aspirations for self determination and providing equitable reparation to 
enable this.  

2) Access to resources is also a key area of concern for Indigenous peoples to report on environmental and 
other relevant indicators:
The establishment of an Indigenous Trust Fund managed by globally representative eminent Indigenous 
Peoples could fund Indigenous peoples’ advocacy within the UN to support the monitoring of the SDGs 
implementation.  Resources are critical to support greater Indigenous participation into this process and fund 
sustainable development projects on the ground for Indigenous communities desperately in need of resources. 
(cont.)

Cathy Eatock

Aboriginal 
Rights 
Coalition 
Australia

6-Mar overarching

3)  Thirdly in relation to Governance, for Indigenous peoples there is currently a lack of access to a fair 
International process of adjudication to hold occupying states accountable for the treatment and recognition of 
Indigenous peoples rights.
 The need to establish a process of International arbitration for Indigenous peoples, whether through extending 
existing mechanisms in the IJC or ICC or other means, is necessary to enable fair adjudication and equality, 
where Indigenous Nations are recognised self determining as outlined in the Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples.  International arbitration could support the establishment and recognition of fair 
contemporary and historical Treaties between the occupying Nation and Indigenous Nations.  It would facilitate 
conciliation, to prevent conflict and the ongoing inequity and dispossession of Indigenous peoples and enable 
Indigenous peoples to maintain sustainable living environments and ecosystems, manage their traditional 
lands, develop their communities and seek redress from occupying powers.
I’d also like to confirm that I’ll submit a fuller more detailed response outlining proposed targets with achievable 
indicators included by the 14 March.  Thank you again for enabling direct contribution to the Post 2015 
Sustainable Development Agenda.  

Hector damian 
Brzostowski

Christ is 
calling you 
(Cristo te 
llama)

6-Mar overarching
Our organization has the most healing of all the world's diseases, if all nations have service this methodology 
million U $ D would save in spending on health and have a healthier population and the costs saved would be 
intended to needs more pop. The effectiveness supports scientific results.

James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar overarching

Nations will ignore sections of these goals which are not in their economic interest. Many of these objectives 
are expensive to implement and can be mutually exclusive without adequate investment of money and 
technology. Goals need to be realistic in terms of applicability to market-oriented national interests.

James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar overarching

For the WASH and Environmental cross cutting objectives: will there be overarching protocols for monitoring 
water / air quality? Standardization of protocols and good laboratory practices is essential to ensure statistical 
significance of data. However, most developing countries don’t have the equivalent to a USGS or even a civil 
engineering corps. How do we provide high quality tracking in these places without massive external expense?

James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar overarching Legacy land use effects will continue to play a role long after harmful practices have ended. Assessing these 

will be required for contaminants like phosphorus in particular.
James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar overarching Balancing food security and environmental protection is going to be particularly challenging to measure. These 

ideas need to be considered together when looking at agricultural items.

James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 47,48 Indicator 12

Monitoring this will require massive soil/water quality surveillance that doesn’t exist in many countries. These 
pollutants frequently come from non-point sources, so they will be difficult to target for surveillance. For 
phosphorus in particular, there are many issues with legacy land use that will not go away immediately even 
with elimination of bad practices.

James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 57,58 Indicator 23

Proficiency standards should reflect market-oriented education priorities. Basic literacy and mathematics are 
universal, but what about vocational training (ex: training enough farmers in areas that have migration away 
from rural areas)

James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 61 Indicator 26

Great idea, but extremely difficult to implement in rural areas with weak central governance. How does a rural 
tribesman whose child is born in the bush register him or her with civil authorities? Doing this will require a lot 
of money / logistics.

James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 71 Indicator 37

This will require overcoming massive social barriers in areas where mental health carries social stigma. In 
many areas, the mentally ill are isolated at best, and at worst seen as possessed or evil and often subject to 
socially sanctioned violence.

James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 80 Indicator 49 This seems incredibly subjective, not particularly useful for hard science, and a huge waste of money 

compared to more quantitative indicators. Scrap this.
James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 83 Indicator 51 This is going to be difficult to track when we consider nitrogen applied as manure instead of as fertilizer. 

Disaggregation by soil type will require massive sampling.
James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 83 Indicator 52 How do we measure unit irrigation in informal smallholder systems when fields are watered by hand with well 

or river water?
James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 84 L21 Very interesting idea. Will need to be disaggregated to account for inputs, BMPs, and climate data if it is to be 

statistically significant though.

James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 94 Target 07b

All of these need to be quantified in terms of reliable access, not merely access. A person who has a water (or 
power/sewer/etc.) connection, but access only a few hours a day should not count the same as someone with 
reliable connections. See the rationale behind indicator 72.

James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 101 Indicator 71

This may need to be split into several sub-indicators for cost of cooking fuel (a limiting factor for access), 
frequency of use, and perhaps ranking based on environmental sustainability of each fuel source (gas vs 
electric, etc.).

James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 117 Indicator 84

Very important idea but difficult to implement due to major issues with state sovereignty. Dams like Aswan and 
Three Gorges may be cornerstones of regional economies but ecologically destructive. How do you factor in 
economics vs environmental impact?

James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 118 Indicator 85 Disaggregation may be difficult with smallholder withdrawals.

James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 118 Indicator 86 How does this account for water use rights when a claims in one area can greatly impact claims elsewhere in a 

watershed?
James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 123 Indicator 89 What is to prevent widespread fraud? Who will check the reported data? Who will pay for that (necessary) 

verification? Most countries don’t have a GAO.
James Martin 
Davis, IV Virginia Tech 6-Mar 123 Indicator 90 Where do you place these companies on the map? Country of headquarters, countries of operation? Do you 

have to take into account supply chains as well?
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Kirthi Jayakumar athirtyeight 6-Mar overarching

Goals

A. End extreme poverty and hunger

- Under Target 1c, it might be a good idea to explore the question of non-conflict related violence; deprivation 
and homelessness as an issue to measure. Allied indicators should be developed.

- Under Target 1c, it might be a good idea to explore the question of distributive poverty, or the impact of 
distribution of wealth on poverty and social segments. Often, it is not the absence of resources, but the 
absence of management of the resources that counts.

B. Achieve Development within Planetary Boundaries

- Target 02a could include vocational and non-vocational capacity building as an issue to measure.

- Target 02a could also include a potential evaluation of access to the labour market – one of the indicators for 
which could be the laws

C. Ensure Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood

- Target 03a and 03b could include within the domain of indicators institutions of alternative learning, 
indigenous schools, religious schools, non-profit teaching endeavours, governmental education schemes and 
vocational training

- Target 03b could also include the teacher to student ratio and the number of schools available per hundred 
children in a geographical radius as indicators (cont.)

Kirthi Jayakumar athirtyeight 6-Mar overarching

D. Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion and Human Rights
It might be a good idea to correlate this goal with all the other goals. The attainment of every other goal hinges 
heavily on the attainment of this goal, as this goal is both, a cause and a consequence of the non-attainment of 
the other goals. For instance, the sexual harassment of women at workplaces, or the issue of street 
harassment or sexual abuse of girls can prevent women and girls from accessing work and education 
respectively. Overall, engendering all of the goals would make most sense.
E. Achieve Health and Wellbeing at all Ages
It might be a wise idea to approach this goal with the understanding of the differences between service 
provision of healthcare in urban and rural areas. There is a huge gap in the quality of services available. 
Patenting of medication and compulsory licensing issues need attention as an issue to measure.
F. Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Prosperity
Focus on developing sustainable, localised solutions that can be owned, determine land owning rights and 
access to land.
G. Empower Inclusive, Productive and Resilient Cities
Sustainable development, usage of sustainable energy resources

ADDENDUM
Overall, the role of laws, legal provisions, justice and access to justice and law could be considered a relevant 
indicator for almost all goals. The process of development depends considerably on the extent of enforceability 
of the rights associated with it. Considering the impact of development on human life, the rights-based 
approach (of aligning every development goal with a human right) is a practical way to ensure the attainment 
of the development goals. Therefore, it makes more sense to study how the legal systems of each country 
functions to enable the study of the extent of the attainment of goals. Secondly, engendering the goals and 
indicators will go a long way in their attainment. For instance, women and girls may not be able to go to school 
because of rampant street harassment or sexual violence or child marriages: these three issues could be 
potential indicators to study the goals and their attainment.

Ravi M. Ram

African 
Medical and 
Research 
Foundation

6-Mar overarching
The principles for the indicator selection are quite good. A further draft may show how they are applied for each 
indicator, for example with a simple table of checkboxes for which principles more strongly applied to each 
indicator.

Ravi M. Ram

African 
Medical and 
Research 
Foundation

6-Mar overarching

Disaggregation of population-based indicators should be by gender, rather than by sex (p 8 and 34). Sex refers 
to biological characteristics whereas gender refers to social characteristics. In the vast majority of indicators, 
gender should be the criterion for disaggregation, not a biological attribute such as sex. See indicators 1, 4, 6, 
7, 18, 19, 21, 24, 25, 30, 35, 36, 40-45, 47-49 and 65, all of which require disaggregation based on social 
rather than biological characteristics of males and females. Suggest that these by disaggregated by gender, 
not by sex.

Ravi M. Ram

African 
Medical and 
Research 
Foundation

6-Mar overarching

To aid in communicating the value of the indicators, an overarching ‘theory of change’ should describe how the 
indicators relate to the SDGs. That can be a short section of 2 pages, just prior to the list of indicators. A 
graphic model will be better at communicating that model. Civil society groups (including AMREF) can assist in 
developing and reviewing the theory of change.

Ravi M. Ram

African 
Medical and 
Research 
Foundation

6-Mar overarching

Civil society is referred to as an essential stakeholder throughout the document, but there is no indicator to 
assess civil society engagement in the SDG’s. Such an indicator could be included under Goal 10 of the 
current draft. 

To offset this important inclusion, any of the following indicators may be dropped or consolidated:

#99 (Placeholder for ICT coverage – largely captured by broadband indicator #60)
#75 and #76 – both measure CO2 intensity, and can be disaggregated by source (transport or power 
generation) rather than having two separate indicators.

Andrea Rolla unknown 7-Mar 54 L6 I think that quality should be measured along with access – all governments are currently interested in access 
to early childhood education, but need to be guided to focus more on quality and to measure it.

Andrea Rolla unknown 7-Mar 134 L2-13 The disaggregation of data by age should be made more prominent in the document.
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Daniel Gil-Pérez 
& Amparo 
Vilches

Universitat de 
València 7-Mar overarching

We believe that the ensemble of Goals, Targets and Indicators give a good perspective of what is needed to 
make possible the
transition to Sustainability. Congratulations!

We have just found an important absence that should be corrected: there are no references to the role of 
Culture (visual art,
music, theatre, movies…), when speaking about education (where the only important thing seems to be 
students’ preparation “for the
challenges of modern life and decent livelihoods”) or elsewhere.

We know, non the less, that Cultural Diversity –recognized by UNESCO as a Human Heritage- is as important 
for Sustainability as
Biodiversity. In fact, culture may play an important role in fighting unsustainable consumption. As Amin Maaluf 
points out in “Le
dérèglement du monde”, if we don’t want to deplete the Earth’s resources, we have to give preference to other 
forms of
satisfaction, oriented towards enjoying culture.

Daniel Johnson Occupy 
Canada 7-Mar overarching

Also, we can not stress enough the importance in ending the 'war on drugs', which undermines every single 
one of these goals and is, in itself, an act of blatant imperialist cultural genocide aimed at almost every culture 
on the planet and, as such, is a crime against humanity. 

 The indicator for that one would be having no criminal policies for intoxicants of any kIndicator 

Daniel Johnson Occupy 
Canada 7-Mar 9 Goal 01

For goal 1, We are fully supportive of the goal of ending food insecurity, but the problem here is that the 
indicators include incomes in dollar values, which can be revalued at the convenience of the private banking 
sector to become worthless overnight, a common tactic in 'economic warfare' used by major colonial powers to 
maintain control over 'poor' resource providing colonies, and the idea of the World Bank overseeing goals 
related to poverty makes that indicator even more potentially dangerous. GDP, and even GDP per person, 
should no longer be considered an indicator at all, it is helpful information only to the for-profit banking sector. 
The World Bank's ideological alignment with the private banking sector has been the undoing of it's claimed 
positive intentions. 
 The economic system should not determine the course of our society but the other way around. The World 
Bank's actions have been based on the opposite assumption and this needs to be reversed in all policy 
decisions at every level. 
   At some point, it has to be recognized that the poverty of 'poor' countries is almost entirely a creation of 
western intervention, a direct result of 'foreign investment for the sake of economic growth', which has been 
the popular euphemism for wealthy western businesses owning and controlling all of the resources and 
dictating the actions of governments, backed up by US and sometimes even UN soldiers. The 'debts' those 
countries owe to western powers are essentially fraudulent, the western powers owe those countries for the 
resources we have stolen, not the other way around, and those multinational companies that benefit from this 
arrangement should not be allowed to continue having input into solving the problems they themselves have 
created, because they have every incentive to continue making those problems worse. 

Daniel Johnson Occupy 
Canada 7-Mar 10 Goal 02 For goal 2, the words 'and provides decent work' in 2a is hard to interpret. The rest of it we're in full agreement 

with, the indicators suggested look good. 

Daniel Johnson Occupy 
Canada 7-Mar 11 Goal 03

 For goal 3, I would like to expand on what I said toward the end of the public consultation call of March 7, 
which particularily relates to suggested target 3a. 
    Here in Canada, the 'pre-primary education' indicator has been the driving force behind an ongoing 
campaign by social workers to force more parents to put their children in instituionalized day care, which is 
having a negative effect on every culture, as well as on the very idea of cultural diversity in and of itself. It is 
having an effect on many cultures that is similar to what happened to Canada's indigenous people during the 
residential school and '60's scoop' eras. As far as 'statistical indicators' go, those historical tragedies were 
entirely positive, but they are still, in reality, tragedies.
Also, the goal of Target 03c. Ensure that all youth transition effectively into the labor market, is another one of 
those goals that is not really for the benefit of those youth, or society as a whole, but is for the sole benefit of 
the private financial sector. The economic system should not determine the course of our society but the other 
way around. 

Daniel Johnson Occupy 
Canada 7-Mar 12 Goal 04 For goal 4, we are in full support of the goals, targets and indicators suggested. 

Daniel Johnson Occupy 
Canada 7-Mar 13 Goal 05 For goal 5, we are in full support of the goals, targets and indicators suggested. 

Daniel Johnson Occupy 
Canada 7-Mar 14 Goal 06

For goal 6... A very large part of the world's food insecurity issue is not being caused by the problems that are 
addressed by the goals, targets and indicators mentioned, but by the structure of the global economy, the 
manipulation of labour costs and commodities prices by the private financial sector and multinational 
'agribusiness' industries in control over too much of the world's agricultural land. In every country where we are 
seeing malnutrition and outright starvation as common health problems, there is food being grown for export to 
countries where obesity and overconsumption are common health problems, and massive amounts of food are 
wasted as a matter of day to day routine. These fundamental problems are not addressed at all. 

Daniel Johnson Occupy 
Canada 7-Mar 15 Goal 07

For goal 7, we are in full support of the goals, targets and indicators suggested, though we noticed the 
expansion of urban agriculture as part of regular city life is not included, I remember it being discussed during 
the MDG consultations on urban development. Greenspaces are mentioned, and some may have thought the 
'urban gardens' idea was just a part of that, but it is an entirely seperate issue. 

Daniel Johnson Occupy 
Canada 7-Mar 17 Goal 08

For goal 8, we are in full support of the goals, targets and indicators suggested. However, target 8c needs an 
amendment. There have been many 'incentives' offered for private companies to behave in a more responsible 
manner. Increasing their profits has been the only incentive that works, and it only goes so far because of the 
very nature of our economic system. There needs to be a punitive side to the equation. Major environmental 
offences need to be treated as crimes against humanity, and criminal prosecutions need to be carried out 
against the executives and decision makers whose productivity-centered mindset often causes them to 
consider ecological issues unimportant. Criminal prosecutions for individuals at the decision making level, 
including politicians and officials who collaborate with major environmental offenders. The companies 
themselves should be subject to assett and property seizures, no different than any mafia or large criminal 
enterprise.

In concrete terms, that means putting wealthy Americans and Europeans in jail for crimes that effect poor 
people around the world, and I know this would be a hard sell in a process controlled at the top level by 
wealthy Americans and Europeans, who are used to doing the opposite, but that's kind of our central point, we 
need an entirely new global decision making process. 
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Daniel Johnson Occupy 
Canada 7-Mar 18 Goal 09

For goal 9, we're in full support of the goals, targets and indicators suggested, though again I would like to re-
iterate what I said for point 8. 

Daniel Johnson Occupy 
Canada 7-Mar 19 Goal 10

For goal 10, it's back to the problem with the financial system itself. There's no way around the fact that 
eliminating the current financial system and creating an entirely new one on an entirely different basis will be 
necessary for accomplishing any real positive change in this or any other area. No amount of 'financing' will 
help when people with opposite agendas can always create new 'finances' to counter everything you do.

Daniel S. Karp 
University of 
California, 
Berkeley

7-Mar overarching Target 06a should include an indicator of “organic farming extent” to address the issue of “harmful agro-
chemical application.”

Daniel S. Karp 
University of 
California, 
Berkeley

7-Mar overarching Another indicator of the sustainability of agriculture (Target 06a) could be the extent of polycultures, defined by 
the number of crops cultivated per acre.

Daniel S. Karp 
University of 
California, 
Berkeley

7-Mar overarching
Target 06b should explicitly develop an indicator that tracks fine-scale degradation of patches of natural habitat 
within farming landscapes. These patches are valuable for providing critical ecosystem services to farmers and 
society, and habitat for biodiversity.

Daniel S. Karp 
University of 
California, 
Berkeley

7-Mar overarching Goal 06 should contain indicators that track the prosperity and success of small farmers.

Daniel S. Karp 
University of 
California, 
Berkeley

7-Mar overarching
Target 06a could also track national incentives for sustainable agricultural; for example, the percent of 
agricultural subsidies targeting small, diversified, or organic farms or conservation reserve/easement programs 
in agricultural lands.

Daniel S. Karp 
University of 
California, 
Berkeley

7-Mar overarching Target 09a should explicitly evaluate ecosystem services and biodiversity in agricultural lands; for example, by 
tracking abundance or diversity of ecosystem service providers such as pollinators and pest predators.

Daniel S. Karp 
University of 
California, 
Berkeley

7-Mar overarching

Target 09a should address critical ecosystem service area management, in addition to critical biome 
management. A suitable indicator could be the area specifically designated to protect ecosystem services in 
programs such as water funds, payment for ecosystem services, REDD+, and/or ecosystem function 
conservation areas. 

Daniel S. Karp 
University of 
California, 
Berkeley

7-Mar overarching

Unlike some of the other crosscutting themes, the theme on sustainable consumption and production seems 
vague. I would suggest a cross-cutting theme explicitly aimed at promoting sustainable agriculture, perhaps 
named “Diversified Farming.” Current indicators 12,51,52,54,55,62, and 77 fit in this theme. Indicators that I 
have outlined above would also fit in this theme.

Rabbi YD Cohen institute of 
Noahide 7-Mar overarching

The Institute of Noahide - UN NGO Celebrating Diversity was conceived as an opportunity to unite the world by 
re-echoing the belief in  One G-d as the Creator of all human beings and the belief that we are all created in 
the Divine Image This is the true meaning of harnessing diversity among different cultures. This is a foundation 
for our organization's goal which to work alongside the United Nations (UN) and other partner organizations 
with hopes of promoting human rights and development, and protecting freedom of religion. 

As the Rabbi Director of the Institute of the Noahide Code, I am heartened coming into the United Nations 
Headquarters with the Isaiah Wall right across the UN in which the day is mentioned that no nation will wage 
war against another nation, and the swords will be transformed into plowshares.  The Seven Universal Laws of 
Noah are means by which humanity strives to live in unity and peace.  These laws for peace and unity 
encompass respect for G-d, for human life, respect for the Family, for other people's property, the creation and 
respect of a judicial system, and respect for all creatures and environment.

The Laws of Noah or The Noahide laws are comprised of seven universal laws biblical binding upon all 
humanity... In 1991, a joint resolution of the United States congress called its principles "the bedrock of society 
from the dawn of civilization…” without which "the edifice of civilization stands in serious peril of returning to 
chaos".  

We are seeking to focus on the Laws of Noah with a Global Summit in UN HQ and a Moment of Silence to 
promote ethical standards and provide the opportunity for all mankind to gain parity and value peace. The 
United Nations acknowledges human rights as well as humanity's right to freedom, including that of religion.  
The Global summit would be open to all races, religions and ethnicities.  It would be a celebration of all that 
unites us as human family that we are:  our yearning for ever more light at a time that humanity hopefully 
emerges victorious with light over darkness, the forces of human rights and freedom successful over 
intolerance, and the ideals of the Noahide Laws prevailing throughout the world.

Clive Bates
Counterfactua
l Consulting 
and Advocacy 

8-Mar Indicator 47

I wish to restrict my comments to a specific health indicator  - that related to tobacco use (indicator 47). If it is a 
used as a driver of policy then the proposed formulation has potential to cause harm.   The proposed indicator 
would aggregate smoking, smokeless tobacco and e-cigarette use.  Yet these products have dramatically 
different risk profiles and the low risk products may substitute for higher risk products. This indicator should not 
be extended to include smokeless tobacco and e-cigarettes.  The harm is caused overwhelmingly by smoked 
products – the inhalation of hot toxic gases and particles of smoldering organic material.  It is long established 
that people ‘smoke for the nicotine but die from the tar’.  Nicotine itself is poses quite a low risk to health – 
similar to caffeine.  

Relative risk. Smokeless tobacco products have much lower levels of risk than smoking 95-99% lower is likely 
and e-cigarettes are likely to be 99-100% less hazardous. A single indicator that combines the use of these 
products arithmetically will provide a highly misleading picture of total risk.

Harm reduction. In some countries smokeless tobacco has contributed to a significant lowering of tobacco 
related disease because it is a substitute for smoking. The best case of this is in Sweden, where smoking 
prevalence is 13% adults compared to an average of 28% for European Union.  This marked difference is 
attributable to smokeless tobacco use and it results in a lower burden of the main smoking related non-
communicable disease (cancer, cardiovascular and respiratory).  This poster summarizes the evidence:  Low 
mortality attributable to tobacco among men in Sweden compared with other European countries: an analysis 
of WHO data . This is something that could be encouraged or at least not opposed as an NCD reduction policy.  
It is likely that substitution of high risk for low risk ways of taking nicotine will provide very substantial 
population health benefits.  But if that is the case, we should expect to see a fall in smoking and a rise in 
smokeless tobacco or e-cigarette use.  The proposed indicator would be unmoved, but the risk to health could 
fall substantially.
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Clive Bates
Counterfactua
l Consulting 
and Advocacy 

8-Mar Indicator 47

Non-trivial effects. These ‘harm reduction’ effects could be very large.  In Scandinavia they are far larger than 
the effect of any other policy.   There investment analysts who believe that e-cigarette use will overtake 
smoking before 2025 in some countries.  If that happened, it would be a fundamental public health success. 
However it would show no effect in the proposed indicator.  

Risks of smokeless tobacco use. Where there are material risks associated with smokeless tobacco use (for 
example in usage in South Asia) the risk is partly or largely attributable to mixing with betel, areca or slaked 
lime in traditional mixed preparations. National statistics often conflate these uses, which are much more 
heterogeneous than for smoking.  It would be better to define specific indicators in these circumstances.  It is 
also possible to apply regulatory standards to reduce risk in smokeless tobacco products, but this is extremely 
difficult with smoked products. 

Perverse policy driver.  It is important that indicators are a good proxy for something governments should try to 
influence.  If they try to reduce the proposed indicator, then they will be undervaluing the benefits of ‘harm 
reduction’. It would be far better to focus a single indicator on by far the biggest killer. This should not be a 
barrier to countries collecting other data.

A better measure.  The use of the crude rate of current smoking of any tobacco product, which is a standard 
WHO indicator, would be far preferable.  The crude rate is to be preferred to age standardised rate because 
there is no reason to standardise national age distribution for an indicator like this. We are interested in what 
proportion smoke and that is most directly provided by the crude rate. Measuring daily smoking rate has some 
merits – it is a precise definition and it reflects the part of the tobacco using population at greater risk, 
excluding those who smoke only occasionally.  However on balance, a more complete indicator is preferable 
as non-daily use can still be risky. 

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar overarching

Cross--‐cutting topics such as transport & energy, contribute in many settings to development. By allocating 
various components of these cross--‐cutting topics (in the case of transport e.g. road   safety, rural access, 
fuel economy) under various goals and targets is good for mainstreaming cross--‐ cutting  topics.  A  horizontal  
reporting  mechanism  however  also  needs  to  be  place  to  ensure  that  the agencies  best  able  to  act  to  
improve  transport  under  each  topic  are  appropriately  resourced.  Your Table 2 does this for identified cross-
-‐cutting themes. Sustainable transport is also a key contributor to many proposed goals yet has not been 
identified as a cross--‐cutting theme. In our comments below  we  highlight  proposed  transport  targets  and  
indicators  in  relation  to  your  proposed  goals.    In the  comments  below,  detailed  proposals  for  transport  
targets  and  indicators  are  made  by  SLoCaT corresponding several SDSN goals that it is hoped are added 
to Table 2 in future.

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar overarching

The current proposed indicators encompass the dimensions of sustainable transport except in five respects:
a) Road  safety which  is a  critical public  health  issue  (1.24  million  people  die  annually  on  roads) and 
some 30--‐50 million are seriously injured;
b) Access and connectivity within between cities and sub--‐regions of nations to promote national inclusion 
and between neighboring countries to support regional cooperation.
c) Rural access is only addressed in terms of roads, while in most developing countries the majority of rural 
people do not have personal motorised transport and they rely on transport services for themselves (access to 
health, education, economic opportunities, household and farm necessities) and their farm produce (access to 
markets).
d) Integrity of supply chains including from farm to market that involve timely transport services operating on 
adequate roads and other transport systems. Would be important for enhancing food security and rural 
prosperity
e) Good pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure are key for sustainable transport and development

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar overarching
Eventually when goals and targets are finalized, it would be very useful to articulate the next level of indicator 
or implementation measure to more clearly show what needs to be done and who should be doing it. Just as 
data is needed to measure progress, articulation of this next level is important to achieve that progress.

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar overarching

It is good to note that the proposed SDG indicators should be  disaggregated, e.g. for  gender, age, income, or 
disability as well spatially (eg,  by metropolitan areas, urban and rural, or districts). This is specifically noted in 
relation to Goal 3 (Ensure Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood) and Goal 04 
(Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion, and Human Rights).
Disaggregation is also important in terms of access to transport services, both spatially (disaggregated for 
transport services for rural and urban people) and in terms of potential disadvantage (gender, age, disability) to 
ensure ‘no one is left behind’.

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar overarching

It is good that the ‘Cities’ goal (07) is complemented by a ‘Rural’ goal (06).  However more attention should be 
made to balance these. The ‘urban’ goal has poverty--‐related indicators but the ‘rural’   one does not have 
comparable indicators (these focus on agriculture and infrastructure but neglect poverty and sustainable 
development strategies). The ‘urban’ goal has an indicator about access to transport services while the ‘rural’ 
goal lacks and equivalent indicator, although rural people in developing countries are generally highly 
dependent upon transport services. There is danger that the rural populations will be ‘left behind’ in these 
poverty--‐related mismatches.

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar overarching The document does not mention the importance of good pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure for sustainable 
transport and development. This could be included in the text of Goal 07.

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 5 L33-41 Fully agree

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 14 Goal 06

Integrity of supply chains including from farm to market that involve timely transport services operating on 
adequate roads and other transport systems. Would be important for enhancing food security and rural 
prosperity.

SLoCaT currently propose the following logistics/supply chain target and indicator (corresponding to  SDSN 
Goal 05 corresponding to our  National access and regional connectivity target:

Logistics Performance Index for all countries at least 80% of countries to be a rating of 3 (2030 compared to 
2010 baseline).

This index would also encompass the quality of rural freight transport.
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Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 15 Issue 59 See comments for page 88 relating to indicator # 59 (rural access indicator)

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 16 Issue 67 See comments for page 96 relating to indicator # 67 (urban access indicator)

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 16 Issue 68

We support inclusion of air quality and the indicator. Transport is a major contributor to urban air pollution as is 
industry. The identification of the next level of indicator will more clearly show what transport, industry and 
other sectors need to do to reduce air pollution. SLoCaT currently propose the following air pollution and health 
target and indicator (corresponding to  your Goal 05), and the lower level process indicators for transport:

Air pollution and human health target: Increase share of urban population with air quality within WHO limits 
(desired achievement 100%)   (Consistent with SDSN indicator #68).

Process Indicators (2030 compared to 2010 baseline):
•       PM10 and/orPM2.5 emissions from passenger and freight vehicles by 2030 (desired achievement: 70% 
reduction compared to 2010)
•       Phase out all transport related fossil fuel subsidies by 2020

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 17 Issues 73

This target which will likely call for a doubling of transport energy efficiency   per vehicle relies very heavily on 
improvements in vehicle fuel consumption technology.  If transport activity more than doubles by 2030, this 
target implies GHG emissions from transport will rise. This indicator would warrant further consideration as it 
appears to be inconsistent with indicator 73 calling for deep cuts in GHG emissions from transport activity is 
likely inconsistent with the 2 degree or below carbon budget. Our current thinking is set out in the attached 
document.

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 17 Issues 76

SLoCaT currently propose the following climate change target/ indicator corresponding to SDSN Goal 08, and 
the lower level process indicators for transport:

Greenhouse Gas emissions target: Total world transport--‐related GHG emissions peak no later than 2020 
then begin to decline at a 2% per year rate, with 2030 transport--‐related emissions no higher than 2010 
emissions (Note this target is more ambitious than implied by SDSN indicator #76 for the reasons set out 
above and is consistent with the concept of ‘deep decarbonisation’ addressed in SDSN indicator #73).
Key process Indicators:
•       Double fuel economy in all new Light Duty Vehicles by 2030, and in all Light Duty Vehicles by 2050 from a 
base year of 2005 – corresponds to SDSN indicator #76
•       Travel share of public transport, cycling and walking (desired achievement: double the global share by 
2030)

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 13

New  issue 
suggested 

– Road 
Safety

Omission of road safety the current focus of the UN’s Decade of Road Safety 2011--‐2020, appears to be a 
major oversight. It is recommended a new target be set. SLoCaT currently propose the following road safety 
target and indicator: (corresponding to  your Goal 05), and the lower level process indicators for transport:

Road safety target: Halve the burden due to global road traffic crashes by halving the number of fatalities and 
serious injuries by 2030 compared to 2010.
The two main process Indicators (2030 compared to 2010 baseline) are:
a)     Fatalities due to road crashes (desired achievement: by 2030, reduce by half the number of fatalities due 
to road crashes compared with 2010 baseline of 1.24 million per year).
b)     Serious injuries due to road crashes (desired achievement: by 2030, reduce by half the number of serious 
injuries due to road crashes compared with 2010 baseline of 12.4 million per year).
Further details are provided in the document ‘Sustainable transport goal: road safety fact sheet’.

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 53 Goal 03

GoaL 3 and its targets and indicators do not mention the importance of  physical access, through rural roads 
and rural and urban transport services. Poor physical access or transport services can restrict school 
attendance, and it is a gender issues, particularly affecting girls. It would be good to mention the importance of 
access (or transport) somewhere.

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 61 Goal 04

Goal 4 and its targets and indicators do not mention the importance of physical access, through rural roads 
and rural and urban transport services to help achieve gender equality and social inclusion. With poor physical 
access it is only the ‘stronger’ members of society that can travel to access health, education and economic 
opportunities. Women, girls, children, older people and people with disabilities get left behIndicator Good 
access to transport services or means of transport in rural and urban areas is crucial for social equity. This 
should be mentioned.

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 88 Indicator 59

Indicator #59 is based on the World Bank’s rural access index. The original document specifically referred to 
‘all--‐season roads’ as being cheaper to construct and maintain than ‘all--‐weather’ roads. [Definitions are 
given below, and it is acknowledged that this important issue has become blurred on the current World Bank 
website and in some publications]. As noted in the SDSN text, all stakeholders would prefer paved rural roads 
to allow for agricultural trucks and passenger vehicles to pass easily. However, there are major budgetary 
implications of the higher road standards. From a poverty--‐        alleviation perspective, connecting many 
remote villages with basic ‘all--‐season’ roads may be more beneficial than to spend the same money on a 
smaller length of paved, all--‐weather roads. It is recommended that the indicator uses ‘all--‐season’ roads, 
but all countries are welcome to surpass this minimum standard.
All--‐season roads are roads that are motorable all year round by the prevailing means of rural transport. The 
design standards may allow for the roads being unavailable for short periods during inclement weather (eg, 
heavy rainfall) particularly on low volume roads. Periods of interruption should not normally be longer than 24 
hours and roads should be available for 95% of the year. The proposed lead agency is the World Bank that 
originally defined this indicator as part of the Results Measurement Framework of the International 
Development Association (IDA). With its wide international presence the World Bank is certainly an appropriate 
lead agency. Another Lead Agency could be DFID/AFCAP2/ASCAP. Starting in 2014, the Department for 
International Development (DFID) of UK (UKaid) is funding a six--‐year, USD 40 million research and 
knowledge management project relating to rural access (Africa Community Access Project – AFCAP2 and Asia 
Community Access Project – ASCAP). DFID has indicated that this programme could take a lead on 
developing updated methods for assessing this indicator.
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Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 88 Indicator 59

The proposed indicator #59 (rural access index) only measures the presence of infrastructure and not the 
suitability of transport services. Rural transport services are vital to farmers (particularly smallholder farmers) 
for marketing and access to inputs. They are also crucial for getting people to health care (including maternal 
health care), to education and to economic opportunities.
SLoCaT currently propose the following rural access target and indicator (corresponding to SDSN Goal 06 and 
indicator #59), and the lower level process indicators for transport:
Target: Secure universal access by sustainable transport for rural populations by 2030 (desired achievement 
100%).
Process Indicators (2030 compared to 2010 baseline):
•       Proportion of the rural population living within two kilometers of a road, motorable trail or other 
appropriate infrastructure providing all--‐ year access (desired achievement:100% achievement of local 
access targets, monitoring the poorest and remotest quintiles).
•       Travel time, including walking, from villages to local towns with markets and medical facilities for the 
poorest rural income quintile (desired achievement:100% achievement of local travel--‐time targets)
•       Proportion of rural population living within 30 minutes’ walk of appropriate transport services (desired 
achievement:100% achievement of local access targets, monitoring remotest quintile). This corresponds to 
SDSN Indicator #59.
While it is recommended that this last indicator is used as a distinct indicator, it would be possible to modify 
indicator #59  to include the words ‘with appropriate formal or informal transport services’. Such an indicator 
would therefore measure both the all--‐season road and the presence of appropriate transport  services.
The formulation of this indicator could therefore be:
Access to all--‐season road with appropriate transport services (% access within [x] km distance to road with 
appropriate transport services).
The envisaged baseline distance is 2 km (or half an hour’s walk) to make it consistent with the RAI. As the 
existing percentages vary greatly, the ambition levels will have to be set for countries/country groups.
As noted above, DFID/AFCAP2/ASCAP is likely to be willing to be a lead agency (with the World Bank) to help 
in the determining the detailed measurement methodology for this indicator.

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 92 Indicator 64 The document does not mention the importance of pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure. This urban planning 
indicator would be a good place to mention this issue.

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 96 Indicator 67

It is good there is an indicator measuring public transport. This is very important.
The definition includes the larger types of public transport but in some countries, there are smaller, informal 
services as well. This might be noted.

SLoCaT currently propose the following urban access target and indicator (corresponding to  SDSN Goal 07 
and indicator #67), and the lower level process indicators for transport:
Urban access target: Secure universal access by sustainable transport for urban populations by 2030 (desired 
achievement 100%)
Key process Indicators (2030 compared to 2010 baseline):
•       Mean daily travel time for individuals to reach employment, education, health and community services 
(desired achievement: less than 90 minutes per day for a return trip. Special monitoring poorest quintile).
•       Proportion of income spent by urban families on transport to reach employment, education, health and 
community services (desired achievement: less than 20% of household income for poorest quintile

SLoCaT currently also propose the additional process indicator for urban access that closely corresponds to 
SDSN indicator #67:
•        Proportion of households within 500 metres of good quality affordable public transport accessible by 
dedicated walking and/or cycling facilities (desired achievement: 100%).

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 96 Indicator 67
This urban indicator should be balanced with a comparable indicator for rural people (eg, proportion of rural 
households with access to reliable public transportation). See comments above relating to page 88 and 
indicator #59

Cornie Huizenga

Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Low Carbon 
Transport 

8-Mar 97 L25-33

It is good these three additional urban access indicators (based on SLoCaT documents) have been included 
for possible use. The current formulations of these are as described above:
•        Mean daily travel time for individuals to reach employment, education, health and community services 
(desired achievement: less than 90 minutes per day for a return trip).
•        Proportion of income spent by urban families on transport to reach employment, education, health and 
community services (desired achievement: less than 20% of household income for poorest quintile).
•        Travel share of public transport, cycling and walking (desired achievement: double the global share by 
2030).

Rokeya Khatun

Gender and 
Water 
Programme 
Bangladesh

8-Mar 9 Target 01a Table 1: Target 01a. End extreme poverty including absolute income poverty Women with adequate protein 
indicate should be included as an indicator

Rokeya Khatun

Gender and 
Water 
Programme 
Bangladesh

8-Mar 10 Target 02a Goal 2 Target 02a Population dynamics should include mortality and morbidity of women population

Rokeya Khatun

Gender and 
Water 
Programme 
Bangladesh

8-Mar 12 Indicator 31 Gini co-efficient should capture women poverty status - urban as well as rural

Rokeya Khatun

Gender and 
Water 
Programme 
Bangladesh

8-Mar 13 Indicator 35 Percentage of family income spent for medical treatment of women should be an indicator

Rokeya Khatun

Gender and 
Water 
Programme 
Bangladesh

8-Mar 13 Indicator 36 Stunted growth of girl child should be an indicator

Rokeya Khatun

Gender and 
Water 
Programme 
Bangladesh

8-Mar 15 Indicator 
57, 58

% women access to safe drinking and sanitation facilities in households, schools, academic institutions, public 
places should be an indicator
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Rokeya Khatun

Gender and 
Water 
Programme 
Bangladesh

8-Mar 17 Indicator 73 Rural and urban women entrepreneurs access to electricity to be considered as an indicator

Rokeya Khatun

Gender and 
Water 
Programme 
Bangladesh

8-Mar 19 Indicator 86 Access to land by women population for farming and agri-business

Rokeya Khatun

Gender and 
Water 
Programme 
Bangladesh

8-Mar 23 Table 2 Table 2 Gender equality: Disaggregation of poverty, employment, hundger, violence indicators by gender (1-6)

Rokeya Khatun

Gender and 
Water 
Programme 
Bangladesh

8-Mar 24 Table 2 Growth and employment: Skills for life and livelihood (18-23), youth unemployment and transition into labor 
market (24-25) should be sex-disaggregated.

Rokeya Khatun

Gender and 
Water 
Programme 
Bangladesh

8-Mar 27 Table 2 Water and sanitation: Adolescent girls reproductive health should be considered as an imporant indicator.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

9-Mar overarching

     This preliminary draft of “Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals” is one of the best UN commission 
reports that I have read (though not many). The most impressive parts are three: (1) differentiating “core 
indicators’ and “tier 2” indicators, (2) the “SMART” targets, and (3) most targets need pass the test of “back of 
a business card”. Secondly, the high vision of ensuring the outcomes of trade (or WTO, FTA) negotiations can 
be consistent with achieving with SDGs as a whole is also impressive. Along with other merits, the whole book 
indeed brings the feeling of shifting focus of “debating on what to do” to “how to do”. Excellent!
     However, as “how to do” become the leading issues of UN SDSN Commission, supply-side approach or 
criteria need be integrated into indicators, especially on spatial planning related ones, such as some indicators 
in Goals 1, 3 (minimum shelter living, public transportation and schooling facility/service standards in urban 
slum or low-income areas)¬¬, 7, 8 and 10. The last three goals and targets need political will from central and 
local governments (some projects need partially work with private partnership) together to build (for LDCs) or 
re-generate (for DCs) low-carbon transportation and land use integrated green city system for sustainable 
production, living and ecology. Some targets wording need pass the test of “Website slogans of local 
government”.
The report is especially good at goals that private business can help to achieve. Therefore, my indicator 
revisions and text suggestions below will mainly focus on possible private partnership or pure government long-
term duties. 

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

9-Mar overarching

   To improve the living quality of human, many low income and lower middle income countries are not doing 
right plan or construction for the people mainly due to their shortage of money to improve existing slums. In 
China, there are very little slums. However, the urban public facility and service system have not planned for 
migrating workers from rural areas due to historical city population registration system. Therefore it is 
necessary to provide supply-side approach or indicators for needy countries. Those countries or cities normally 
need financial support from World Bank, regional banks or bilateral ODA. Supply-side planning approach need 
set the location and distance minimum requirements for accessing clean water, fresh food market, primary 
school and medical/nursing centers in needy areas. Indicator 2 provides a good opportunity for such new 
practice. It is most likely to be implemented in countries applying WB loans or ODA debts where annual 
household survey are more likely to be implemented.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

9-Mar overarching

Goal 8: Curb human induced climate change and ensure sustainable energy (change to “sustainable earth” 
can be a better wording because energy is just one of the five key sector in our daily economic activities) 
current draft composes six core indicators. The last three (indicators 74, 75 and 76) are mixing five sectors into 
three and their measure scales do not reflect the country progress degree. Following Taiwan’s official statistical 
standards, I suggest following evaluation system.
(1) Patronage share of low-carbon public and private transportation (including car, bus, train etc) in the country.
(2) Carbon emission reduction ratio from energy/electricity production (as comparing to 3 or 5 years ago) in the 
country.
(3) Carbon emission reduction ratio from industrial sector (as comparing to 3 or 5 years ago) in the country.
(4) Carbon emission reduction ratio from transportation sector (as comparing to 3 or 5 years ago) in the 
country.
(5) Carbon emission reduction ratio from housing and office building (as comparing to 3 or 5 years ago) in the 
country.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

9-Mar 28 L39 Delete “day-to-day politics” or change to “domestic politics”. Such long-term development goals seldom relate 
to day-to-day politics.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

9-Mar 28 L40 Delete “short-term”; only keep “business imperatives”. Most public-private partnership projects are not seeking 
short-term profits. Median and long term rewards are most likely expected.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

9-Mar 30 L11 Add “or government website” before the period.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

9-Mar 31 L28 Add “integrated land use and transportation plan” after “the urban goal”. In addition, it will be better to use 
“urban growth strategy” rather than “the urban goal”
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Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

9-Mar 36 L2-3
Indicator 2: Proportion of population not living in the neighborhood units with 500 meters (in the city) or 
reasonable public transportation distance (in the rural) to access safe water, daily agri/food market or stores 
and primary school service.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

9-Mar 37 L34 Add “or gas energy” before period.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

9-Mar 55 L34 Add “and low-income districts of median and low-income countries.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

9-Mar 58 L14-15 Delete. It is unreasonable to educate children for global citizenship by age 14.

Nirmalan Dhas

The 
Foundation 
for 
Civilizational 
Transformatio
n and 
Conscious 
Evolution

9-Mar overarching

STATISTICS: Dashboards updated in real time at community, local government, district, provincial, state, 
national, regional and global level must be the target. The annual cyclical method is riddled with inertia and 
delays and real time PARTICIPATORY statistical data uploading looks like being necessary for effective 
management. For instance a parent or community worker can upload details of a birth of a child. A medical 
worker can upload data relating to sickness. A farmer in relation to crop damage. Etc all with little more than a 
community owned mobile phone! This way communities and individuals will possibly be empowered at the 
most basic data gathering level. Dash-boards can be accessed online by students, scholars, researchers and 
the general public anytime and this will prevent governments charging the public for data that is gathered at 
the expense of taxpayers.

Nirmalan Dhas

The 
Foundation 
for 
Civilizational 
Transformatio
n and 
Conscious 
Evolution

9-Mar overarching

OBSERVATION: As in the case of the MDGs the SDGs appear to be reduced to the measurement of certain 
events eg: Incidents of Violence against women. I would much rather have governing bodies document and 
present the processes by which goals are to be reached eg: By what process is Gender Equality, Social 
Inclusion and Human Rights proposed to be achieved and what indicators will their achievement be recognized 
by? Without the documentation of the intended processes there will be a ; ’numbers feast’ of the sort we are 
being entertained to for instance in Sri Lanka. Participation will also hopefully increase the integrity of the data.

Nirmalan Dhas

The 
Foundation 
for 
Civilizational 
Transformatio
n and 
Conscious 
Evolution

9-Mar overarching
CROSS CUTTING ISSUES: Here too a process-based approach would be preferable. Eg: New Measures for 
Development – what are these measures and how are they intended to be adopted? How will their impact be 
monitored in order to ascertain whether they have the intended impact?

Nirmalan Dhas

The 
Foundation 
for 
Civilizational 
Transformatio
n and 
Conscious 
Evolution

9-Mar overarching

IMPORTANCE: It may be helpful if the physical and scientific rather than conventional and legislative or 
economic reasons for sustainable development goals are emphasized along with a charismatic (rather than 
pedantic or academic) call for governments, corporates, businesses, professionals, academics, civil society 
and religions to collaborate towards a technological and life style change required to generate a sustainable 
civilization.

Nirmalan Dhas

The 
Foundation 
for 
Civilizational 
Transformatio
n and 
Conscious 
Evolution

9-Mar overarching

POVERTY: If the species is to continue to permit its own limitless population increase then it is natural that the 
species should ensure that its increase has survival credibility and should provide for such credibility. De 
linking of access to the ten basic species survival support systems and the access to wages appears to be the 
only way this can be done despite its apparent un-palatability to certain trends of thought and certain ways of 
perceiving the world.

Nirmalan Dhas

The 
Foundation 
for 
Civilizational 
Transformatio
n and 
Conscious 
Evolution

9-Mar overarching

OVERALL: There appears to be too much focus on detail and too little attempt to create a focus at macro level 
and as a result there appears to be no balance between the two. Can we for instance call on every country to 
have a “Food, Agriculture, Irrigation and water management System” that delivers ‘X’ amount of water and ‘y’ 
amount of food per person per day and let the respective governments decide how they are going to do it? At 
the moment it looks as though more attention goes into gathering data on how many people have access to 
water than coming up with processes by which water can be made available to all of them. The same in 
relation to education at a much more complex level. Too much focus on how many children in school and too 
little focus on how many schools are required, what they will cost, how they can be built and staffed and 
whether we can come up with an alternative.

Nirmalan Dhas

The 
Foundation 
for 
Civilizational 
Transformatio
n and 
Conscious 
Evolution

9-Mar overarching

CONCLUSION: Looks too much like an exercise in data collection and analysis whereas it should be an 
exercise in process engineering and systems design to achieve sustainability ( No current system looks 
anything like sustainable and with a few exceptions most are not designed to provide universal service – just 
service for those who can pay ) so that required resources can be identified and sourced.
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Nirmalan Dhas

The 
Foundation 
for 
Civilizational 
Transformatio
n and 
Conscious 
Evolution

9-Mar overarching REQUEST: More physical scientists and engineers (Technology, Structure, Systems, Processes) and persons 
capable of synthetising scientific engineering and economic perspectives to be engaged please.

Nirmalan Dhas

The 
Foundation 
for 
Civilizational 
Transformatio
n and 
Conscious 
Evolution

9-Mar overarching REMARK: Since the future is likely to be very different from the past and science based solutions may not 
always be available we may do ourselves the favor of being open to going forth in faith.

Brett Bivans

International 
Center for 
Alcohol 
Policies 

10-Mar 79 Indicator 48

The proposal references the WHO recommendation of a reduction in the harmful use of alcohol as a part of the 
Global Monitoring Framework for Non-Communicable Diseases (GMF), however the proposed target for a 
20% reduction in the harmful use of alcohol is not consistent with the target of a 10% reduction in the harmful 
use of alcohol that has been agreed in the GMF. The agreed indicators for the GMF are the following:
-        “Total (recorded and unrecorded) alcohol per capita (15+ years old) consumption within a calendar year 
in litres of pure alcohol as appropriate within the national context”;
-        :Age standardized prevalence of heavy episodic drinking among (adolescent and adults) as appropriate, 
within the national context”;
-        “Alcohol related morbidity and mortality among adolescents and adults,  as appropriate within the 
national context”

We would suggest that there is consistency in the target and indicators for both the GMF and the SDGs. 

Regarding the indicator “age-standardized prevalence of heavy episodic (binge) drinking (HED) among 
adolescents and adults”, the definition of HED as “consuming 60 or more grams of alcohol on a single 
occasion at least once in the last 30 day” is fairly broad and may not capture only those individuals whose 
drinking is problematic.  We would put forward that this definition should be refined so that it more accurately 
reflects the prevalence of HED among adolescents and adults.

Carlos Albaerto 
Restrepo 
Echavarria

Corporación 
Globalización 
Ciudadana 
CGC

10-Mar overarching

El proyecto en general está bien contextualizado, lo que deseamos aportar desde la Corporación, es que se 
debería tener en cuenta una sub-línea  sobre formación integral para líderes, para que ellos le aporten al 
desarrollo de los #Indicadores2015 .  Con la creación de un programa de formación integral para líderes, se 
pretende una formación, basada en el encadenamiento educativo y que por ende los líderes fortalezcan su 
gestión ante las entidades públicas y privadas, que desarrollen competencias para observar oportunidades y 
generar ofertas que agreguen valor, con impacto positivo, sobre indicadores económicos y humanos, con 
base en las características y exigencias de la sociedad actual.

David Ato 
Quansah

Kwame 
Nkrumah 
University of 
Science and 
Technology

10-Mar overarching

On goal no 8 (with indicators 71 – 78), it appears to me that energy efficiency metrics are not captured,
particularly at the enduse
side. While improvements in carbon intensity of power plants may in reality capture
desirables (perhaps imperatives) like renewable energy technologies, it does not capture reality at the enduser
side. In Ghana, it estimated that about 30% of delivered electricity is wasted! Improvements at the supply side
will not necessarily mean anything for such a situation. Since efficiency of resource use is at the heart of
sustainability, there should be an indicator for this.

Hazel Henderson
Ethical 
Markets 
Media 

10-Mar overarching Good progress – use of matrix helpful

Hazel Henderson
Ethical 
Markets 
Media 

10-Mar overarching Need to access many available indicators of ENERGY EFFICIENCY potential in private sector: ACEEE, 
ECEEE, Bloomberg New Energy, Rocky Mountain Institute, etc.

Hazel Henderson
Ethical 
Markets 
Media 

10-Mar overarching Also, on RENEWABLE ENERGY, GREEN SECTORS investments:  CERES, CleanEdge, Ethical Markets, 
Cleantech, Bloomberg New Energy, UNPRI, UNEP-FI

Hazel Henderson
Ethical 
Markets 
Media 

10-Mar overarching Also, on BIODIVERSITY, e.g., Biomimicry 3.8, Savory Institute, Planck Foundation, Seawater Foundation, ISIS 
(UK)

Hazel Henderson
Ethical 
Markets 
Media 

10-Mar overarching Re. WATER: 97% saline, so 10,000 halophyte plants, seawater irrigated agriculture, desert greening; see 
Ethical Markets “Finding Ethical Alpha” and CSRWire
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Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar Goal 3

The information in lines 31-40 about the Learning Metrics Task Force (LMTF) is incorrect. The LMTF has put 
forth a holistic framework of learning that goes beyond the foundations of literacy and numeracy to include 
seven learning domains as important for all children and youth, from early childhood through post-primary: 
physical well-being, social and emotional, culture and the arts, literacy and communication, learning 
approaches and cognition, numeracy and mathematics, and science and technology. Likewise, the task force 
came to consensus on seven areas of measurement that are both feasible and desirable for tracking at the 
global level, which include outcomes at 1) school entry, 2) end of the early grades, 3) end of primary, and 4) 
end of lower secondary. 
LMTF Indicator Areas Description
Learning for All Combine measures of access (completion) and learning (reading proficiency at the end of 
primary school) into one statistic.
Age and Education Matter for Learning Measure timely entry, progression, and completion of schooling, and 
use population-based indicators to capture those who do not enter and progress on time.
Reading Measure foundational skills by grade 3 and proficiency by the end of primary.
Numeracy Measure basic skills by end of primary and proficiency by lower secondary.
Ready to Learn Measure acceptable levels of early learning and development across a subset of domains by 
the time a child enters primary.
Citizen of the World Measure among youth the demonstration of values and skills necessary for success in 
their communities and the world.
Breadth of Learning Opportunity Track exposure to learning opportunities across all seven domains of learning.

See http://www.brookings.edu/about/centers/universal-education/learning-metrics-task-force/recommendations 
for more detailed information. 

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar Goal 3

Some of this confusion may stem from a lack of common definition of “foundational skills.” The LMTF considers 
these the basics—in reading, for example, foundational skills are learning how to read and summarize a simple 
text, but not the higher-order skills needed to use texts to find information or analyze the texts for meaning (see 
LMTF report 2). We have not found any country that has national standards so low as to state that students 
should only know how to read and summarize a simple text at the end of 6 or so years in primary school. There 
are, however, assessment tools that can measure a wide range of abilities to capture the variance among 
students while aspiring to a sufficiently high standard for all children.

LMTF members have put forward this broad vision of learning represented by the seven globally tracked 
indicators as a comprehensive package for Member State representatives and other stakeholders to use in 
post-2015 discussions. The task force is now engaging in a new phase of collective action to develop the 
indicators and measures to track the seven areas globally and to support countries in improving learning 
outcomes and experiences for their children and youth.  

Given this work, the LMTF Secretariat requests that SDSN strikes lines 37-40—which are incorrect—and 
revise lines 31-33 to state: 

The need to have measures of a broad range of outcomes including literacy and mathematical skills has been 
stressed by various global initiatives including the Learning Metrics Task Force, which recommends global 
measuring of:
• Readiness to learn across five domains (i.e. physical well-being, social and emotional, literacy and 
communication, learning approaches and cognition, numeracy and mathematics) upon primary school entry 
• Foundational reading skills (i.e. learning to read) by grade 3 and reading proficiency (i.e., reading to learn) by 
the end of primary, and; 
• Basic numeracy skills by end of primary and proficiency in numeracy and mathematics by the end of lower 
secondary.
• The skills and values needed to be a “Citizen of the World” at the end of lower secondary, which incorporates 
a broader of skills necessary for life, livelihoods, and citizenship.

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 7 L4-7 We agree that indicators should allow for disaggregation and would welcome if more of the suggested 
indicators were disaggregated by sex and age.

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 38 Indicator 4 Indicator should pay special attention to the dietary energy consumption of pregnant and lactating women, e.g. 
percentage of pregnant and breastfeeding women with a BMI of less than 18.5
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Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 50 Target 02c

We commend you for linking population dynamics to sexual and reproductive health and rights which is the 
way forward to achieve sustainable development within planetary boundaries.

However, we are concerned that the language used in target 2c does not adequately reflect the rights-base 
element of SRHR in the measure/indicators you propose. Using the adjectives “rapid”, “reduction” and 
specifying the number of children per women negates the rights based approach outlined in the target that 
calls for the realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights.

It is not possible for a target that specifies one direction for fertility levels to be human rights based: prescribing 
future fertility rates in government or international policy runs counter to respecting and protecting women’s 
right to choose the number and spacing of their children. Choice and non-coercion are recognized as critical 
issues in relation to sexual and reproductive health and rights, see for example WHO (2014), Ensuring human 
rights in the provision of contraceptive information and services: 
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/102539/1/9789241506748_eng.pdf?ua=1 .

However, the basis for this Report’s inclusion of sexual and reproductive health and rights is sound: information 
and supplies are a prerequisite for women and men to make informed, voluntary decisions about their fertility, 
and it is widely recognized that if women have the ability to choose freely the number and spacing of their 
births, they will choose to have fewer than they would have otherwise.

We therefore strongly recommend the rewording of target 2c to: “Achieve universal access to modern 
contraceptives and realize the sexual and reproductive rights of all individuals”.

As Table 2 of the report shows, there are strong linkages between target 2c and the goals on Gender Equality 
(Goal 4) and Health (Goal 5). It could thus be considered to move target 2c under either of these goals. This 
would also reflect the discussions in the OWG as well as the positioning of this in the HLP report.

With respect to Population Dynamics, in addition to the necessary focus on SRHR, other ways of integrating 
and addressing population dynamics (not only population growth but also other dynamics including 
urbanization, ageing and migration) are overlooked by the draft framework. Namely, the importance of 
systematic use of population data and projections in the formulation of development goals, targets and 
strategies, as recommended by UNFPA. This is critical for ensuring that goals, targets and indicators are 

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 50 Indicator 
16, 17 Referring to women of reproductive age (15-49) leaves out the needs of those under 15.

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 51 Indicator 17

We agree with this indicator and would like to:

1.     Suggest to adjust the MDG 5b indicator from “unmet need for family planning” to “unmet need for quality 
modern contraceptives by choice”. The current indicator has a number of significant weaknesses limiting its 
effectiveness:
o   Exclusion (particularly of young people) within the current indicator due to:
-        limited scope of definition to those married or consensual union
-        reproductive age range beginning at 15
o   The term does not resonate with young people who are a key group with unmet need.
o   Choice and voluntariness have not been adequately captured. Since this indicator was agreed upon, the 
international agenda has progressed. Now is the time to build on FP2020 and WHO’s Rights Based Approach 
to FP guidelines through embedding these issues in the indicator.

2.     Suggest to pair the unmet need indicator with proportion of demand satisfied, following the Monitoring 
Framework for Every Woman Every Child.

In addition the indicator should not be limited to girls and women who are married or living in union (line 24). 
The suggested disaggregation by marital status (line 32) won’t capture the reality if indicator only refers to 
women who are married or in union. Instead, we recommend to include all sexually active women and girls.

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 52 L10 To the list of other health indicators that contribute to the realization of SRHR we recommend adding the 
following: Infant mortality rate and access to rights-based comprehensive sexuality education

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar Indicator 23

As the indicator tries to capture a broad range of learning outcomes, it is important to include also 
comprehensive sexuality education. We recommend:

1.     Considering UNFPA indicator on CSE: “Percentage of adolescent 10-19 years (in and outside school) that 
completed at least one year of comprehensive sexuality education designed in line with UNESCO/UNFPA 
guidance”; and   

2.     Adding “proportion of girls and boys who achieve proficiency across a broad range of learning outcomes, 
including in reading, in mathematics and in the field of comprehensive sexuality education by …..”

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 61 L4 We recommend adding: “sexual and reproductive health services” after “public services”

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 63 L26 An additional indicator should be included to measure access to essential services by minority groups such as 
LGBT, sex workers and people living with HIV.
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Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 67 Indicator 32

Indicator should also include “children” and violence by “parents”

We also recommend considering additional indicators in line with UN Women and UNFPA’s suggestions: 
“Proportion of women aged 15-49 who have ever been in a partnership reporting physical or sexual violence in 
their lifetime”
“Rates of Female Genital Mutilation  and other harmful traditional practices”
“% of women aged 20-24 who were married in a union before age 18”
“Percentage of victims and survivors of gender based violence with access to essential services, including 
appropriate medical, legal and psychosocial services”

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 67 L28 If children /parental violence is added, data on children should be disaggregated by sex

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 67 L46 Must at least include age and sex

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 69 L4 Add “sexual and” before “reproductive health”

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 69 Indicator 34
We must ensure the inclusion of universal access to sexual and reproductive health among the elements 
monitored. The report is based on physical access and financial affordability. A more comprehensive criterion 
relates to AAAQ (access, affordability, acceptability and quality)

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 70 L19 Add “and age”

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 71 L10 Must at least include age and sex

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 71 L48
We recommend to include mental health concerns related to reproductive health (e.g. severe post-partum 
depression, depressive and phobic responses to sexual and gender based violence and stigmatization of 
sexual minorities and persons living with sexually transmitted infections)

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 71 L36 Add “contraceptives” in brackets.

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 73 L17 Indicators on access to safe and legal abortion as well as post-abortion care should be added.

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 74 Indicator 39

   74 #39 We do agree with the importance of this indicator, but to capture the whole picture, it should also be 
accompanied by the following:
     % of maternal deaths due to unsafe abortion
     This in consideration of the fact that unsafe abortion is one of five major causes of maternal mortality.

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 88-95 Indicator 58

Access to / use of sanitation must be disaggregated by age and sex in order to cover girl’s access to sanitation 
in schools and other public settings

In addition you could consider the following indicator, adapted from JMP/WHO/UNICEF:
Percentage of primary and secondary schools with gender-separated sanitation facilities and private hand 
washing facilities 

Kate Anderson 
Simons, Allison 
Anderson, 
Maribel E. 
Solivan

Learning 
Metrics Task 
Force 
Secretariat

10-Mar 132 L7-18

An additional lesson that should be learnt from the MDGs in relation to setting and monitoring goals, targets 
and indicators is that for them to be SMART, and particularly attainable and relevant, they must be forward-
looking and based on projected changes in population size, location etc. The MDGs failed to do this. For 
example, MDG 7 Target 11 to achieve significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers 
has been achieved but wasn’t ambitious enough, and population growth and urbanization has outpaced this 
achievement for while the target was achieved the absolute number of slum dwellers has increased. Please 
refer to our recommendations under the governance section for addressing this.

Luc Janssens de 
Bisthoven

Royal Belgian 
Institute for 
Natural 
Sciences

10-Mar overarching If possible to emphasize more the sector of vocational and higher education in goals 3 and 10.

Luc Janssens de 
Bisthoven

Royal Belgian 
Institute for 
Natural 
Sciences

10-Mar overarching To emphasize more the role of awareness (aichi target 1) raising on biodiversity amongst children in goals 3 
and 9

Luc Janssens de 
Bisthoven

Royal Belgian 
Institute for 
Natural 
Sciences

10-Mar overarching To emphasize capacity development (and building) as a transversal theme, especially on biodiversity, but also 
on gender, health…
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Luc Janssens de 
Bisthoven

Royal Belgian 
Institute for 
Natural 
Sciences

10-Mar 117 Indicator 84 ·       I would add ‘multiple uses’ next to pollution etc…·      ·  ‘sustainable trans-boundary management 
of rivers’ I woul change to  ‘sustainable trans-boundary integrated management of rivers and wetlands’

Luc Janssens de 
Bisthoven

Royal Belgian 
Institute for 
Natural 
Sciences

10-Mar 117 L20 I would suggest to mention RAMSAR convention , whose secretariat is housed at IUCN.

Luc Janssens de 
Bisthoven

Royal Belgian 
Institute for 
Natural 
Sciences

10-Mar 118 L35
IHE Delft (UNESCO) can contribute with methodology on decision support systems, see http://www.unesco-
ihe.org/online-course-decision-support-systems-river-basin-management  (it is a suggestion, to be discussed 
with IHE)

Luc Janssens de 
Bisthoven

Royal Belgian 
Institute for 
Natural 
Sciences

10-Mar 129 L20

It is important to mention the sector of vocational and Higher Education or tertiary education and to have an 
indicator on this, such as nr of enrolled students and number of diploma’s, masters and PhD, numbers of 
publications as a measure of research activity (also in goal 10b). The term ‘capacity development’ is missing. It 
should be part of 10b, but also of goal 3 on continuous learning.

Luc Janssens de 
Bisthoven

Royal Belgian 
Institute for 
Natural 
Sciences

10-Mar 59 L46

Tertiary education should be more specific: vocational and higher education should be mentioned as such. 
Indicators about the quality of this education are important, not only quantity in terms of numbers of students. 
The gender aspect plays an important role here as well, both in the students’ population, as in the lecturers’ 
staff.  

Luc Janssens de 
Bisthoven

Royal Belgian 
Institute for 
Natural 
Sciences

10-Mar 58 L14

This paragraph is extremely important, in order to be in balance with the high emphasis on literacy and 
mathematics in the other paragraphs and indicators. I would add a profound knowledge about ecology and 
biodiversity, awareness of children and teachers of environment and awareness of the SDGs in 3b. The world 
can only change if the next generations are better informed and sensitized at an early age.

Tony Phillips unknown 10-Mar overarching

I took some time to read this and I know that the instructions says to not focus on goals but my opinion as an 
analyst on the area is that if GOAL number 2: "Achieve Development within Planetary Boundaries" 

-- does not have anything explicit on a timetable for a total ban on the use of fossil fuels in the energy sector 
then the whole reports is a green-wash and is a bit of a waste of time. 

  How can anything be even slightly sustainable if it does not stop using fossil fuels for energy use?

Vitalija Gaucaite 
Wittich, Olga 
Kharitonova 

Population 
Unit, 
Statistical 
Division, UN 
Economic 
Commission 
for Europe

10-Mar overarching

Adjustment to the population dynamics, in particular to population ageing, is not well reflected in suggested 
targets or in the list of proposed indicators. In addition to the voluntary reduction of fertility (target 02c), there is 
a need to address population ageing specifically.  Population ageing already does and will continue impact 
sustainable development across the world.  Including at least one or two indicators such as life expectancy at 
birth and the age of 65 would be useful. 

Vitalija Gaucaite 
Wittich, Olga 
Kharitonova 

Population 
Unit, 
Statistical 
Division, UN 
Economic 
Commission 
for Europe

10-Mar overarching

Age-related aspects should be taken into account under most of the goals. Omission of age-related 
discrimination under the Goal 4: Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion, and Human Rights or targets 
addressing only children and maternity health and wellbeing but ignoring older population needs under the 
Goal 5: Achieve Health and Wellbeing at All Ages are the obvious examples.

Vitalija Gaucaite 
Wittich, Olga 
Kharitonova 

Population 
Unit, 
Statistical 
Division, UN 
Economic 
Commission 
for Europe

10-Mar 61 Target 04a

We suggest complementing the Target 04a “Monitor and end discrimination and inequalities in public service 
delivery, the rule of law, access to justice, and participation in political and economic life on the basis of gender, 
ethnicity, religion, disability, national origin, and social or other status” by including “age” after “gender” so it 
reads “…on the basis of gender, age, ethnicity…”. 

Vitalija Gaucaite 
Wittich, Olga 
Kharitonova 

Population 
Unit, 
Statistical 
Division, UN 
Economic 
Commission 
for Europe

10-Mar 67 Target 04c The Target 4c “Prevent and eliminate violence against individuals, especially women and children” — to 
include an indicator on the abuse and violence against older people

Vitalija Gaucaite 
Wittich, Olga 
Kharitonova 

Population 
Unit, 
Statistical 
Division, UN 
Economic 
Commission 
for Europe

10-Mar 69 Indicator 34 We suggest introducing disaggregation by age, including groups of older people (65+, 85+)

Vitalija Gaucaite 
Wittich, Olga 
Kharitonova 

Population 
Unit, 
Statistical 
Division, UN 
Economic 
Commission 
for Europe

10-Mar 75 Indicator 40 We suggest to add the indicator “Healthy life expectancy at age 65” to reflect the Goal (Achieve health and well-
being at all ages) 

Vitalija Gaucaite 
Wittich, Olga 
Kharitonova 

Population 
Unit, 
Statistical 
Division, UN 
Economic 
Commission 
for Europe

10-Mar 78 Target 05c

In the Target 5c “Implement policies to promote and monitor healthy diets, physical activity and subjective 
wellbeing; reduce unhealthy behaviors such as tobacco use by [30%] and harmful use of alcohol by [20%]” 
physical activity is mentioned whereas no indicator to measure it was proposed. In this regard we suggest 
introducing an indicator on physical activity disaggregated inter alia by age including groups of older people 
(65+).
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Vitalija Gaucaite 
Wittich, Olga 
Kharitonova 

Population 
Unit, 
Statistical 
Division, UN 
Economic 
Commission 
for Europe

10-Mar 92 Indicator 64 We suggest including an age-friendliness (or eventually disability-friendly environment) aspect into this 
index/indicator

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar overarching
We are pleased with the overall framework – it is comprehensive and reflects the four RIO+20 dimensions of 
sustainable development (economic development, social inclusion, environmental sustainability, and good 
governance).  Encouraged to see additions to this document.

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar overarching

Food harvested from the land (country food) needs to be included.  This is important in many countries, for 
example in some northern communities in Canada people harvest most of their food from the land.  Access to 
this food is being compromised by climate change with impacts on the permafrost, changing animal migration 
patterns, and risk to future water and fish quality.
Harvested food needs to be recognized as part of a sustainable food system.

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar overarching

“Target 2a: Each country reaches at least the next income level and promotes decent work.”
Given the already overwhelming wealth gap between highest- and lowest-income countries we find this 
universal expectation of income growth troubling. Instead of relying on the old (and debunked) ideologies of 
unlimited growth, we think that this goal should focus more on equity and shrinking the income gap. We are 
also wondering how income is being defined? Is informal activity, (e.g. Growing one's own food, raising 
chickens) 'counted'?
We would like to see more concrete suggestions on what specific strategies will be used to ensure that voices 
of the poor will be heard in these processes.

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar overarching

We would like to see less emphasis on development and more on what Tim Jackson calls “prosperity without 
growth”. This would more adequately address questions of equity that are increasingly problematic given the 
growing gap between rich and poor – not just between countries but also within countries and regions. In the 
realm of food, equity principles require us to think harder about reduction of food waste, post-harvest handling, 
and improved agro-ecological production methods to improve food quality and soil fertility. More specifically, we 
need more equity in access to protein (high income populations decrease meat consumption and low/no 
income populations eat more meat/fish/protein.  

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar overarching
There needs to be an explicit reference to biofuels – one that would emphasize that biofuel production must 
not compete with food production 

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar overarching

Goal 7: The cities goal needs to include food and food security along with related indicators.
The language needs to reflect potential cities and their regions through foodsheds, watersheds, waste and 
resource streams, so a city- region approach makes sense.  It also needs food insecurity, prevalence of urban 
and peri urban agriculture.

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar overarching

We are worried about the way in which the term “modern technologies” is used. “Modern technologies” are not 
always welcome. It is important that technologies be scale- and community-appropriate, and not force people 
off their land into cities. Many 'technologies' could be characterized in line with the livelihoods literature and the 
various forms of capital (i.e. human, natural, social, physical, and financial). Technology transfer to developing 
countries is presumptuous in that it denies the approaches, technologies, and resource use strategies that non-
industrialized countries can transfer to “developed” countries. Can we refer to scale appropriate, community 
driven technologies that support farmers and not corporate profits?

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar overarching
We applaud the broad understanding of education, but find it imperative that education also explicitly builds on 
local skills and knowledge to support sustainable rural livelihoods using scale-appropriate technologies and 
ecological production methods (e.g. sustainable agro-forestry and agro-ecology).

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar overarching We are unclear how food (in)security is being defined?  Does it refer to sustainable production methods and 
governance?

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar overarching

Our research shows that when given access to social and economic resources, small and medium food and 
agricultural enterprises, as well as community-based food initiatives are highly effective at coming up with 
appropriate technologies, structures, and place-based solutions.  Policies that further empower community 
initiatives, and small and medium enterprises is a key measurement of progress towards sustainable food 
systems. We also call for a measurement of comprehensive alternatives such as the use of agro-ecological 
growing to replenish the earth – not just the obvious shift away from mass fertilizer use and switch from fossil 
fuel to renewable energy. 

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar overarching

From our research, we share these two key approaches as promising: 
1. Avenues to scale up community food and nutrition initiatives – founded on sustainable diets – by improving 
urban and rural linkages; so a city-regions approach
2. Building food system resilience as a form of community development including the identification of 
complementary urban, peri-urban and rural food production, processing and distribution opportunities.
We offer models worth considering: 
• Namibian Minimum Basic Income pilot project 
• Cuba’s organic extension support system
• Our Community Food Toolkit and Models and Best Practices Report (see nourishingontario.ca) 
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Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar overarching
A pilot project on “Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals” in some developed and developing countries 
would be valuable to determine the potential challenges in collecting indicators and using them in policy and 
project formulation.

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 30 L39 In the context of ‘modern technologies’ (see comment above), would these privilege corporate-owned 
technologies at the expense of smallholder innovation?

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 44 L3-4 How are sustainable production and consumption patterns defined?

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 44 L39-42 Use Genuine Progress Indicators instead of GDP wherever possible

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 59 Target 03c Add: Number of technical institutes; amount (per capita, or as % of GPI or GDP) invested in education

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 67 Target 04c Include: Violence against minorities

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 69 Target 05a Include indicator: Doctors and nurses per 1000 people; access to potable water and sanitation

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 77 Target 05c

We are deeply concerned that, while enabling environments and primary health care are acknowledged under 
Goal 5: Achieve Health and Wellbeing at All Ages, behaviour-modifying health policies are not explicitly linked 
to social equity and specific social determinants health such as food and housing security, and elimination of 
policies that in effect, if not in intent, marginalize women, elderly, persons with disabilities, and racialized 
groups – in particular Indigenous peoples. 

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 82 Target 06a
Incorporate indicators for: loss of agricultural land; condition of agro-biodiversity; production of fish, poultry and 
meat; use of renewable energy; agricultural climate change adaptation strategies; number of farmers’ 
cooperatives

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 82 L4-7 Is there room here for country food including animals harvested from the land and food gathered and/or 
gleaned

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 83 L3-22 What about organic sources of nitrogen through e.g. Compost? Does this approach assume chemical inputs? 
Why?

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 83 L28-29 This is inappropriate – industry associations should not be tasked with collecting indicator data.
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Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 86 L39-42 Where do small and medium scale farmers fit in – this seems to assume only large scale food production – not 
what the majority of the world’s farmers engage in.

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 87 Target 06c

We are supportive of Target 6c: “Ensure universal access in rural areas to basic resources and infrastructure 
services (land, water, sanitation, modern energy, transport, mobile and broadband communication, agricultural 
inputs, and advisory services).” We would like to see a clear reference to redistribution and reversal of land 
grabs.  Access to land should specify access to good quality land and access to alternative solutions (e.g. 
community or container garden spaces), and the means to regenerate degraded land. Availability of drought 
and heat resistant crops as open source and not subject to restrictive intellectual property limitations and costs 
can also be an indicator of “progress”. 

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 87 Target 06c Add indicators for: access to mobile and ICT; farmer access to electricity; farmer access to local direct-sell 
markets and other markets

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 87 Target 06c
What kinds of technologies? Encouraging the use of chemical (herbicides, pesticides, fertilizers) and privately 
owned seeds can lead to farmer dependence on expensive inputs.  This leaves the door wide open for 
corporations to extract value from smallholder farmers.

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 90 L29-31 We welcome the references to land access and call for more explicit references to laws on ownership and 
inheritance of land as they relate to women.

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 90 L1-2 Extensions programs – would they be government or industry led?

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 91 L11-16 Include food security and sustainable food systems

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 93 L26-32 Include food security and sustainable food systems

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 94 Target 07b Needs to include food security as an indicator

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 101 Target 08a Incentives for green energy (e.g. solar panels, biogas, wind turbines)
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Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 104-106 Indicator 76

Need to include that domestic air travel emissions can account for a huge and growing portion of national 
emissions amounts. 
From the International Air Transport Association website: “Routes within or connected to China will be the 
single largest driver of growth [in emissions], accounting for 24% of new passengers during the forecast 
period. Of the anticipated 227.4 million additional passengers, 195 million will be domestic and 32.4 million will 
be international.” (emphasis added). This comment on China is an example but more commentary on domestic 
versus international share is provided at the same site. [ http://www.iata.org/pressroom/pr/pages/2013-12-10-
01.aspx ]
Under terms of UNFCCC and Kyoto etc, International Civil Aviation Organization is generally tasked with 
building an international plan to account for international air travel emissions. It is unrealistic to contemplate 
development goals without plans in place to control air travel emissions. The point is that air travel is an 
essential support for development goals and is growing in the developing world at a pace that outstrips growth 
in GDP generally. In such a scenario, MBM such as cap-and-trade or straight offset purchase, while essential 
in the short term, are not viable into the medium term where carbon reduction goals are ambitious, and 
justifiably so. (See Ban Ki-moon’s ’50-50-50 challenge’.) If aviation assumes a larger proportional share of 
national emissions of all countries, and especially developing countries, the economic penalty associated with 
simply buying monetized carbon reduction credits in some form becomes prohibitive and massively 
problematic vis à vis development goals.
With respect to all of the forgoing, it becomes absolutely essential for all countries and all air carriers to have 
access to low carbon sources of flight energy. Plans to develop such fuels are well advanced with many 
technological options and commercial viability is being reached in many cases. Access needs to be measured.  

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 104-106 Indicator 76

Simplistic policies that do not anticipate a complex matrix of sustainability issues relating to the production of 
such new fuels could have a deleterious effect on development processes as well. For example, where land-
based production of bio-fuels is considered, we may encounter issues of local physical resource misuse, land 
tenure challenges, unfair labor practice, community disruption, and many other matters.
Three things should be considered essential:
1.     1. That mechanisms for bringing new fuel technologies from developed and rapidly developing countries 
to all other developing (and non-Annex 1) countries be undertaken with a high priority
2.     2. That certification standards that establish the sustainability of fuel initiatives be developed and applied 
rigorously ex ante. Here the efforts of the Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials (RSB) should be endorsed 
(as the best operating certification process and standard extant) and developed.
3. Following from (2) is the criterion of ‘prior informed consent’, which is critical to an appropriate certification of 
sustainable fuel production, and implies that while state governments must be included in discussions around 
new fuel initiatives, more local decisions are dispositive.  

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 104-106 Indicator 76

On an unrelated prior point, under ‘Comments and limitations’ we see:
“Transport activity is typically described by measuring vehicle kilometers (vkm) although such a measure does 
not allow for ready comparisons across modes or take into account varying load factors. It is also necessary to 
measure passenger kilometers (pkm) or ton kilometers (tkm) although these metrics require more detailed data 
collection.”
We should note that this comment really understates the matter and that capacity-specific and revenue- or 
yield-specific measures of transportation are essential in the context of development discussions. The key 
economic measures are taken in terms of economic activity per capita. As an airline CEO will confirm, 
measures of capacity are meaningless without discussion of the level of use of that capacity.
In the context of transportation, other industries, and all of the forgoing as they relate to carbon emissions, 
global warming, and climate change, we are interested in measures in the following terms (formula):
Emissions =
GDP per capita x Population x Unit Energy/GDP x Unit Emissions/Unit Energy
To control emissions, if we raise per capita GDP, and allow population to find its own level, we can make some 
gains with efficiencies (Unit Energy/GDP), but we must ultimately reduce emissions intensity of energy (Unit 
Emissions/Unit Energy) toward zero.

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 110 Target 09a Include indicator for afforestation rate

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 129 Target 10c
Need to be cautious that technologies are appropriate and viable for communities and will not place future 
burdens on the poor, e.g. cost of chemicals to farmers, damage to the environment; and, farmer capacity to 
save seeds.

Alison Blay-
Palmer, Irena 
Knezevic

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Food 
Systems, 
Wilfrid Laurier 
University

11-Mar 129 Target 10c Include indicator for research and development investment in sustainable technologies

Blanca Estela 
Gutiérrez Barba

Instituto 
Politécnico 
Nacional-
México

11-Mar 14 Indicator 
46, 53

More than Healthy diet, sustainable diet should be promoted (it is considered partially in household dietary 
diversity score (46) and food loss (53), but some indicator related to household food waste should join 
environmental sustainability and wellbeing

Blanca Estela 
Gutiérrez Barba

Instituto 
Politécnico 
Nacional-
México

11-Mar 16 Indicator 66 Proportion of solid waste recycled should be another desirable indicator
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Dmitry Sambuk, 
Avi Silverman

FIA 
Foundation 11-Mar overarching

We want to see targets, indicators and new partnerships to promote safe and sustainable transport included in 
the post-2015 ‘Sustainable Development Goals’. Our agenda is for ‘Safe, Clean, Fair & Green’ mobility for all. 
By prioritising road safety and air quality we can create safer and cleaner environments, reduce road traffic 
deaths and injuries and prevent millions of premature deaths and serious illnesses caused by respiratory 
disease, and other ‘non-communicable diseases’ related to lack of exercise. 

There is a fundamental, and often fatal, disconnect when transport efficiency is calculated only according to 
narrow economic criteria. When it forgets or neglects the human dimension. An all too typical example is road 
building and rehabilitation designed to increase vehicle volume and speed, without considering the wider or 
long-term safety or environmental impacts. Indeed when road safety is lacking, development and poverty 
eradication objectives are undermined as road traffic injury is a burden on the poor and vulnerable and is the 
leading global cause of death among young people aged 15-29.  

So our objective for the post-2015 agenda should be to restore the human dimension to transport policy, to 
design transport systems that do no harm, and to integrate transport policies with wider development 
objectives in a way that supports the delivery of the new sustainable development goals. 

Dmitry Sambuk, 
Avi Silverman

FIA 
Foundation 11-Mar 13 Target 05b

In Target 5b text include: End preventable deaths by reducing road traffic fatalities and injuries by 50% from the 
WHO 2010 baseline. 

Issue to measure: Rate of road traffic deaths and injuries per 100,000 population. 

Potential and Illustrative Indicator: number of deaths associated with road traffic injury compared with the 
baseline in the WHO Global Status Report on Road Safety 2013. Fatality, injury and economic impact 
indicators can be set according to country income level.  

Potential lead agency: WHO

Background:  Road traffic injures are now the leading cause of death for young people aged 15-29 with a 
health burden on the scale of HIV/AIDS or Malaria. More than 90% of casualties are in middle- and low-income 
countries. 

Cost effective implementation measures as outlined in the Decade of Action for Road Safety Global Plan would 
help reach a Post-2015 target on road safety. Such measures have been proven to succeed in reducing death 
and injury in low, middle and high income countries alike. However more must be done to integrate road safety 
into sustainable development agendas. There is limited international funding and policy support to catalyse 
national action plans on road safety.

The UN Open Working Group on the Post-2015 Development Goals has highlighted the “pressing need” to 
address road traffic injury.In his report in November 2013 UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said that in 
discussions on the post-2015 agenda the UN General Assembly should “recognise the lack of road safety as 
an important obstacle to sustainable development.” (cont.)

Dmitry Sambuk, 
Avi Silverman

FIA 
Foundation 11-Mar 13 Target 05b

Data Issues:  
Data on this is regularly collected by the WHO and published in The Global status report on road safety: 
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/road_safety_status/2013/report/en/

Global Plan for Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020: 
http://www.who.int/roadsafety/decade_of_action/en/

The Lancet Global Burden of Disease 2010 on the health burden of road traffic injury 
http://www.thelancet.com/themed/global-burden-of-disease

The Commission for Global Road Safety, including the impact on health, education and poverty: 
http://www.makeroadssafe.org/Documents/mrs_safe_roads_for_all.pdf 

Post-2015 Road safety targets and indicators, SLoCAT Results Framework
http://www.slocat.net/sites/default/files/u10/updated_draft_sustainable_transport_results_framework_20_feb_-
_1.pdf 

And in TST OWG 7 Issues Brief 
http://www.slocat.net/sites/default/files/u10/updated_draft_sustainable_transport_results_framework_20_feb_-
_1.pdf 

Dmitry Sambuk, 
Avi Silverman

FIA 
Foundation 11-Mar 15 Target 06c

In Target 06c text should include reference to ‘safe and sustainable transport’.  

Issue to measure: Rural infrastructure and services. Include in #59 access to safe and sustainable 
transportation infrastructure and services as measured by road traffic injury reduction indicators in 5b.  

Potential and Illustrative Indicator: Indicators could be shared and cross referenced with road traffic fatality 
injury and fatality reduction indicators in 5b. 

Potential lead agency: WHO/UNEP

Background: Transportation infrastructure and services for rural populations must be equitable, safe and 
sustainable. See 5b for the impact of road traffic injury on health and poverty; and the Global Plan interventions 
to reduce road traffic injury. Interventions include the UNEP and FIA Foundation’s ‘Share the Road’ which 
encourages systematic investment in safe and sustainable infrastructure for non-motorised transport. 

Data Issues: ‘Share the Road’ by UNEP: http://www.unep.org/transport/sharetheroad/

Study on road traffic injury on rural roads eg. http://www.amend.org/docs/Amend_Fact_Sheet-
Two_TZ_RTI_Studies_2013_v1.1.pdf 
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Dmitry Sambuk, 
Avi Silverman

FIA 
Foundation 11-Mar 15 Target 07b

In target 07b amend text to ‘safe and sustainable transport’

Issue to measure: Access to transportation 

We suggest adding ‘safe and sustainable’ to the existing indicator below

#67

Potential and Illustrative Indicator: Proportion of urban households with access to reliable, safe and sustainable 
public transport infrastructure and services

Background: Indicators for safe urban transport infrastructure and services could be cross referenced with the 
road safety target in 5b. See 5b for the impact of road traffic injury on health and poverty; and the Global Plan 
interventions to reduce road traffic injury.

Data on this is regularly collected by the WHO and published in The Global status report on road safety 2013: 
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/road_safety_status/2013/report/en/

Global Plan for Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020: 
http://www.who.int/roadsafety/decade_of_action/en/

The Commission for Global Road Safety, including the impact on health, education and poverty: 
http://www.makeroadssafe.org/Documents/mrs_safe_roads_for_all.pdf

Post-2015 Road safety targets and indicators, SLoCAT Results Framework
http://www.slocat.net/sites/default/files/u10/updated_draft_sustainable_transport_results_framework_20_feb_-
_1.pdf 

And in TST OWG 7 Issues Brief 
http://www.slocat.net/sites/default/files/u10/updated_draft_sustainable_transport_results_framework_20_feb_-
_1.pdf 

Dmitry Sambuk, 
Avi Silverman

FIA 
Foundation 11-Mar 17 Target 08a

Target 08a Issue to measure: GHG emissions reduction measures 

Potential and Illustrative Indicator: CO2 intensity of the transport sector (gCO2/vkm), and of new cars 
(gCO2/pkm) and trucks (tCO2/tkm)

Background: Poor air quality is a contributory factor in the deaths of at least 3.2 million people annually, 
according to WHO. Between 70-90% of the pollutants responsible for these deaths – such as carbon 
monoxide, ozone, sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides and other particulate matter – originate from gasoline-
powered cars. These pollutants have major health effects, including respiratory tract infections and 
cardiovascular disease, and WHO has recently classified outdoor air pollution as carcinogenic to humans. 
Mortality in cities with high levels of air pollution exceeds that observed in relatively clean cities by 15-20%.

Yet reducing air pollution has a cost – benefit ratio of more than 30 to 1 – and it is feasible with existing 
technology and policies to achieve a target within the post-2015 Goals of bringing urban air pollution within 
WHO limits for an additional
1.5 billion people. A critical first step to achieving this would be commitment to reduce motor vehicle 
transportation fuel sulphur levels to 50 parts per million (ppm) or below.

Lead Agency: IEA/UNEP

Data Issues:
Outcome and Influence Evaluation of the UNEP Based PCFV
www.unep.org/transport/pcfv/
Cleaning up urban  bus fleets
www.unep.org/transport/pcfv/
Global Benefits from the Phase out of Leaded Fuel, Journal of Environmental Health 
www.unep.org/transport/pcfv/

Gianluca Breghi Fondazione 
Achille Sclavo 11-Mar overarching

To me greater emphasis should be given to the fact that protecting children from communicable diseases is a 
strategic tool to help reaching also the goals 1,3 and 4. 
The importance of creating herd immunity is also often underestimated, despite the huge contribution given by 
vaccines in decreasing child mortality in the past decades.
A child that is protected, for example, by diarrhea:
- will not suffer growth stunting, 
- will be able to go to school, and become economically independent,
- will allow his/her parents to go to work and be productive and economically independent
- will allow families not to spend a large part of their income in health interventions to care for the sick child.

Gianluca Breghi Fondazione 
Achille Sclavo 11-Mar 70 36

I would add that immunizations should also be planned on the existing Global action plan by WHO to end 
Preventable Child deaths from Diarrhea and Pneumonia by 2025 (GAAPD)
I would also add that Countries may wish to include additional vaccinations foreseen by GAVI’s Vaccine 
Investment Strategy (VIS). This is a strategic planning tool as it will map out the new and underused vaccines 
that will be available in the next decades with GAVI support

Gregor Wolbring University of 
Calgary 11-Mar overarching

Disaggregation is seen as important in the document. Disability is mentioned as one group in need of being 
looked at when data is disaggregated (e.g. page 7, 33, 134, question 11). However p. 7 and p. 33 use the 
qualifier “where relevant”. Given the “where relevant” qualifier it is essential  I suggest to list all the groups 
where disaggregated data is relevant for each indicator as otherwise it is not clear what the documents authors 
see as relevant. Disability is only explicitly listed in the Disaggregation section of indicator 20 and 22.  However 
the other indicators often say…. “And other qualifiers” whereby it is up to individuals to interpret the “other”.  
Disaggregated data is e.g. missing for disabled people on so many topics and in so many countries indicating 
that generating data related to disabled people is seen in many instances as not relevant. I suggest that it is 
essential to list all the groups in need for disaggregated data under each indicator as perceived by the authors 
of this document.  I for example see disaggregated data urgently needed  related to disabled people for  
indicator 1-2, 4-7,10-11,18-26, (ind 27 I assume will cover the UN convention on the rights of persons with 
disabilities?), 28, 30, 32-35, 41-49,target 7b indicator  57-58,60,65,67.

Gregor Wolbring University of 
Calgary 11-Mar overarching What is the definition of disability to be used for the indicator measures?  Should the disaggregation be also 

separating between the “severity” of a disability as the numbers surely will be different?   
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Gregor Wolbring University of 
Calgary 11-Mar overarching

Question: Do any of the indicators cover sustainable advocacy?  I assume it is part of political life that sub-
groups such as disability rights groups have the resources to advocate for themselves; that they are able to 
generate data needed to provide evidence for their claims; that they have the capacity to be part of new and 
emerging discourses that might lead to problems for them if they are not part of it from the beginning; that they 
have the capacity to fix long standing problems they face. Do any indicators monitor these abilities?

Gregor Wolbring University of 
Calgary 11-Mar 12 Goal 04

Question: Do any of the indicators cover sustainable advocacy?  Is it part of political life that sub-groups such 
as disability rights groups have the resources to advocate for themselves and to generate also data needed to 
provide evidence and to have mechanisms to have the capacity to be part of new and emerging problems  for 
them? 

J. Kofa Torbor

Liberians 
United to 
Expose 
Hidden 
Weapons

11-Mar 9 Indicator 3 Government should built the capacity of farmers and transfer technology  to increase  food production and 
sustainability   through  this means  hunger can be reduced .

J. Kofa Torbor

Liberians 
United to 
Expose 
Hidden 
Weapons

11-Mar 10 Indicator 9
Decent work can be improved in both public and private sector  if policies promoting workers’ rights are fully 
respected by employer also, if discrimination in work places is avoided and disparity in of wages is base on 
competence and  qualification  are fully addressed.

J. Kofa Torbor

Liberians 
United to 
Expose 
Hidden 
Weapons

11-Mar 12 Indicator 24 Vocational and technical collages and training institution should be prioritize  by government  to empower  all  
youth for  effective  labor market.

Jo Baker International 
Service 11-Mar overarching It is important to include disability in the disaggregated data across indicators to understand the extent this 

impacts on each indicator.

Jo Baker International 
Service 11-Mar 12 Target 03c  ‘Investing in Youth’ - include completion rate within this indicator as well as enrolment rates.

Jo Baker International 
Service 11-Mar 59 L18 In disaggregated data include disability.

Jo Baker International 
Service 11-Mar 59 L13 NEET – what about volunteering? We have international volunteering programmes which place young people 

for 3 months plus - where does this fit? Also this links to international citizenship.

Louise Haigh Aviva 11-Mar overarching
BACKGROUND PAPER: "Corporate Sustainability Reporting Coalition Proposed target and indicator to the 
post-2015 framework" - 
https://docs.google.com/a/unsdsn.org/file/d/0B9YPhAld7D2uSmJXVmx4UVNhYms/edit

Louise Haigh Aviva 11-Mar overarching BACKGROUND PAPER: "Post-2015: Developing Integrated, Sustainable Capital Markets" - 
https://docs.google.com/a/unsdsn.org/file/d/0B9YPhAld7D2uTWE1eTUwX1MwcUE/edit

Luke Harford Beer Canada 11-Mar overarching

Beer Canada is supportive of a focus on reducing the harmful use of alcohol as part of the UN initiative to 
achieve sustainable development goals, as well as separate efforts on harmful use already being undertaken 
by WHO.

Although the current draft report, Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals, recognizes WHO as a 
potential lead agency with respect to goals and targets, the proposals contained in this same document are not 
fully informed by WHO’s work. At a specific level, the draft Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals report 
is inconsistent with the WHO NCD Global Monitoring Framework and the WHO Strategy to Reduce the 
Harmful Use of Alcohol (Global Alcohol Strategy).

Beer Canada’s comments on specific sections of the text follow (next page).

Luke Harford Beer Canada 11-Mar

14, 78-79

Indicator 48

The WHO NCD Global Monitoring Framework (GMF) and the Global Alcohol
Strategy recognize the importance of local contexts, and that actions must be
adjusted as appropriate at the national level, taking into account circumstances,
traditions,   public   health   priorities,   as   well   as   resources,   capacities   and
capabilities. This guiding consideration or principle is absent from the draft SDSN
report, Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals.
At a specific level, within the GMF, both the harmful alcohol use reduction target
and its indicators are followed by text indicating “as appropriate, within the
national context.”  This text is not included in the draft report although the GMF
is acknowledged (page 79).
In addition, the proposed target of a 20% reduction in harmful use (pages 14, 78)
is inconsistent with the 10% target established by the GMF.  We also note the
absence  of  a  third  GMF  indicator:  “alcohol-related  morbidity  and  mortality
among adolescents and adults, as appropriate, within the national context.”
In regard to the above comments, Beer Canada’s position is that the draft report
should be aligned with the GMF and the Global Alcohol Strategy, both of which
have been endorsed by Member States at the WHA.

Maja Goepel

Wuppertal 
Institute 
Climate, 
Energy and 
Environment

11-Mar overarching

Good rationale and very good to start with 2 overarching goals addressing the ultimate needs of humans (end 
extreme poverty and hunger) and ultimate means to do so (respecting planetary boundaries).
Yet, accepting this general framework of analysis would imply 2 paradigm shifts that are then not followed 
through: Given the current state of environmental degradation and the unprecedented existing wealth two 
qualifiers for quick change in course are crucial:
• Quick restorative and regenerative practice in the use of natural resources which includes a reduction of 
environmental impact for those overshooting their fair share (so that planetary boundaries can be met)
• Quick redistribution, including from existing wealth since per capita World GDP has jumped from roughly 
2.600 USD in 1992 to roughly 10.000 USD in 2012.
Overall it seems intolerable that there is not one target on equity or a distribution indicator given the high rank 
this topic plays in all societies, rich and poor, and its being the top “systemic risk” in the WEF Global Risk 
Reports. It would be suitable to become the principle for goal 01: “End Extreme Poverty, including Hunger, with 
an emphasis on reducing inequality.”

Maja Goepel

Wuppertal 
Institute 
Climate, 
Energy and 
Environment

11-Mar overarching Very good to link each indicator with one institution responsible to provide the data and reporting for it

Maja Goepel

Wuppertal 
Institute 
Climate, 
Energy and 
Environment

11-Mar overarching Important to emphasize that national and local indicators might vary depending on particular needs and data 
availability

28



Maja Goepel

Wuppertal 
Institute 
Climate, 
Energy and 
Environment

11-Mar overarching

What is missing from the report entirely are any notion of intergenerational justice, albeit at the basis of the 
Brundtland definition for SD: integration of economic, social and environmental costs looks very different when 
taken from a 5-year or a long term point of view (see e.g. Stern report and TEEB report on abolishing discount 
rates in core planetary boundary areas). Appropriate indicators for long-term impacts should be integrated or 
even a separate target set out under governance (goal 10, see proposal below).

Maja Goepel

Wuppertal 
Institute 
Climate, 
Energy and 
Environment

11-Mar overarching BACKGROUND PAPER: "Bringing the Future into Sustainable Development Goals" -
https://docs.google.com/a/unsdsn.org/file/d/0B9YPhAld7D2uNnduSGlPTVU3Q0E/edit

Maja Goepel

Wuppertal 
Institute 
Climate, 
Energy and 
Environment

11-Mar 10 Target 02a

Given the massive rebound effects in de-coupling economic growth from resource use and the great inequality 
in resource use the goal to achieve development within planetary boundaries cannot be reached by moving 
each country up in income levels. Taking the absolute limits for resource use serious that the concept of 
Planetary Boundaries implies suggests stronger language in the sense that “each country aspires to secure 
prosperity and wellbeing with no more than its fair share in resource use with respect to planetary boundaries 
and incorporate them…” This would also support goal 09 and target 09a on addressing the drivers of 
ecosystem degradation, sending a strong signal for sufficiency considerations, the currently unmentioned core 
principle of sustainable development (along with efficiency and consistency).

Maja Goepel

Wuppertal 
Institute 
Climate, 
Energy and 
Environment

11-Mar 10 Indicator 9

Growing GNI per capita is an insufficient indicator for tracking real life development, is not necessarily 
correspondent to higher wellbeing and blind to distribution matters. It is also already very dominant in all 
statistics and does not need renewed consideration in this context. Instead, target 02a could be “all countries 
reach living wage levels for all people and emphasise the lowering of inequalities in their strategies for decent 
work for all” - here the Gini Indicator could replace GNI per capita (indicator 9). The emphasis on lowering 
inequalities also supports goal 05 and in particular target 05c on wellbeing (societal and individual): the relative 
position in societies is crucial for subjective quality of life.

Maja Goepel

Wuppertal 
Institute 
Climate, 
Energy and 
Environment

11-Mar 19/20 Goal 10 - 
new target

Balancing the short-termism in current government and business decision-making to incentivize transformative 
investments – with a new indicator/framework to be built (either by OECD/UNECE based on 4 capital approach 
as is done right now in the context of the Better Life Index or developed or later managed by a possible new 
institution like the High Commissioner for Future Generations at the High Level Panel

Maja Goepel

Wuppertal 
Institute 
Climate, 
Energy and 
Environment

11-Mar 20 Target 10a

The perceived trade-offs in integrated assessments and cost-benefit analyses are different when applying a 
long-term perspective. It is not clear if any of the integrated assessments in target 10a take this into account. 
The “data revolution” asked for should therefore include the development of some “future signals” for these 
and revise discounting where necessary, as many cost-benefit calculations are likely to be looking different. 
This could also help the mobilization of finance for long-term investments (target 10b)

Michael Keating
The 
Sustainability 
Report 

11-Mar overarching First, I want to congratulate the SDSN for tackling the update on issues and indicators for sustainable 
development.

Michael Keating
The 
Sustainability 
Report 

11-Mar overarching
Second, I would urge you to develop a set of about 10-12 “headline indicators” to adopt a term used by he UK 
government in 1998. 
[https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/223992/0_SDIs_final__2_.pdf]

Michael Keating
The 
Sustainability 
Report 

11-Mar overarching Third, it is essential to start with indicators for which there is adequate data, and to keep producing frequent 
reports on trends.

Mike Muller

University of 
the 
Witwatersrand
/National 
Planning 
Commission, 
Johannesburg 
South Africa

11-Mar overarching
My area of specific expertise and interest is water resource management and water service provision from a 
development (sustainable, socio-economic) perspective. I was also a member of the Millennium Project team 
on water.

Mike Muller

University of 
the 
Witwatersrand
/National 
Planning 
Commission, 
Johannesburg 
South Africa

11-Mar overarching In general, the approach taken in this draft is sound and logical.

Mike Muller

University of 
the 
Witwatersrand
/National 
Planning 
Commission, 
Johannesburg 
South Africa

11-Mar overarching There are a number of instances in which there is clear evidence of sectoral interest group lobbying that 
detracts from the integrity of the proposals.

Mike Muller

University of 
the 
Witwatersrand
/National 
Planning 
Commission, 
Johannesburg 
South Africa

11-Mar overarching

The draft also fails to grapple with the larger challenge, which is that we already have the global capacity to 
meet human needs and that this does not require the employment of the global population in productive 
activities. This renders goals such as “decent work” unhelpful since it suggests that productive activity is the 
only meaningful role envisaged.

Mike Muller

University of 
the 
Witwatersrand
/National 
Planning 
Commission, 
Johannesburg 
South Africa

11-Mar overarching
There is a need for an over-arching goal of ensuring a “decent life”. The absence of this is the major deficiency 
of the present indicators. It creates a perverse incentive to continue to promote “production” and its associated 
“consumption” as primary human goals which lie at the root of many current sustainability challenges.
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Mike Muller

University of 
the 
Witwatersrand
/National 
Planning 
Commission, 
Johannesburg 
South Africa

11-Mar 10 Target 02a

While decent work is an understandable goal in the current context, it does not reflect the global challenge – it 
is now possible to sustain the world’s population at a decent level without all people being engaged in 
productive work.  The goal should be for each country to achieve a “decent life” for its people. It should 
certainly not be a goal for all countries to advance to the next income level since this is simply a proxy for 
increased consumption.

Mike Muller

University of 
the 
Witwatersrand
/National 
Planning 
Commission, 
Johannesburg 
South Africa

11-Mar 12 Goal 04 The minimal goal of social inclusion used here should be expanded to a wider goal of ensuring a decent life (in 
terms of social and cultural status as well as basic services) in line with the comment above

Mike Muller

University of 
the 
Witwatersrand
/National 
Planning 
Commission, 
Johannesburg 
South Africa

11-Mar 14 Target 06a

The idea of a global water productivity indicator is not helpful due to the extreme variability in water availability 
and uses to which water is put. What is important is whether there are local systems in place to ensure optimal 
use of water. This requires effective systems of local water governance, which are difficult to assess (but see 
comment below)

Mike Muller

University of 
the 
Witwatersrand
/National 
Planning 
Commission, 
Johannesburg 
South Africa

11-Mar 15 Target 06c For an SDG process, Vulnerability to extremes events should be measured in human terms (lives lost) not 
economic terms. This is not an insurance industry policy document!

Mike Muller

University of 
the 
Witwatersrand
/National 
Planning 
Commission, 
Johannesburg 
South Africa

11-Mar 17 Target 07c As above re climate event impacts

Mike Muller

University of 
the 
Witwatersrand
/National 
Planning 
Commission, 
Johannesburg 
South Africa

11-Mar 16 Target 07c

The proposal that all wastewater should be treated is poor science and poor policy. The science of water 
management says that wastewater should be treated to achieve local (not national) quality objectives. These 
are impacted on by quantity management. For this reason, it is common cause that an integrated approach is 
required for water management. The focus on one sub-element serves to disintegrate and therefore weaken 
overall resource management.

This proposal has a clear origin with a specific lobby group and is an unfortunate example of the 
business/environmental movement nexus promoting their goals at the expense of sound policy.

Mike Muller

University of 
the 
Witwatersrand
/National 
Planning 
Commission, 
Johannesburg 
South Africa

11-Mar 19 Target 09b

The proposal to measure the quality of water management in transboundary rivers by using reports from a 
particular type of institution is unhelpful. The attempt to establish supra-national institutions in shared rivers is 
relatively unsuccessful. What is more important is that there should be a focus on the quality of resource 
management at national level. This would highlight any deficiencies (in access, quality etc) in shared rivers.

This proposal should be understood as an attempt to lobby for a particular policy approach (the establishment 
of autonomous river basin organisations in shared rivers) at the expense of other policy options.

Attention should rather be focused on the quality of management of water resources at national level. A simple 
useful indicator would be whether the country monitors the availability, quality and use of its water resources 
on a regular and systematic basis.

This presently does NOT occur in the majority of countries; although the FAO system makes brave attempts, 
this conceals more than it reveals (see p.118).

Mike Muller

University of 
the 
Witwatersrand
/National 
Planning 
Commission, 
Johannesburg 
South Africa

11-Mar 19 Target 9c

Following from the comment on transboundary systems, the proposed indicator ignores the fact that monitoring 
of water resources at national level is declining rather than improving.

To repeat the comment, the implication is that attention should rather be focused on the quality of management 
of water resources at national level.

A simple and more useful indicator would be: the availability of regular and reliable information on the 
availability, quality and use by different sectors of national water resources..

This presently does NOT occur in the majority of countries; although the FAO system makes brave attempts, 
this conceals more than it reveals (see p.118).

Inclusion of a “water knowledge” indicator would create incentives for countries to improve the quality of their 
information systems for which they would have to improve the quality of their management.
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Sheila Watson FIA 
Foundation 11-Mar overarching

We completely endorse the need to find indicators which are relevant, accurate, appropriate, and realistic. The 
concept of such indicators acting both as a management tool as well as a report card is also important. Finally, 
we would also support the concept that measures should be :
- Relevant and robust
- Clear and straightforward
- Consistent with systems-based data
- Well established
- And where possible linked to international standards.
We have sought to reflect these key elements in the indicators which we suggest below.

Sheila Watson FIA 
Foundation 11-Mar 16 Target 07b

This target seeks to promote ‘universal access….to low carbon energy and transport.’

Background
The number of vehicles on the planet is set to triple by 2050, 80% of them in the developing world. Improved 
fuel economy, using costs effective technologies in those vehicles has great potential to save a staggering $2 
trillion in un-used fuel over the next decade. So greater adoption of fuel economy policies has the potential to 
free up valuable resources for other development priorities, such as education, health, infrastructure, or indeed 
for the promotion of other transport technologies or modes such as electric vehicles. It also aids countries to 
address issues of energy security, air quality, increased fuel demand and climate change - cost-effective 
technology improvement could keep fuel demand from cars steady by 2050, and could close to halve the CO2 
emissions from cars by then also.
In this context, the Global Fuel Economy Initiative (GFEI) target of a 50% improvement in average fuel 
economy in all cars by 2050 is clearly relevant to the problem we face. It is also measurable, and achievable, 
and there is a global partnership (GFEI) already in existence which is working with over 25 countries globally to 
deliver real fuel economy policies in-country. This is why Sustainable Energy 4 ALL, the High Level Panel, the 
UN SDG transport brief, and the Open Working Group’s Chairs’ Report have all suggested that fuel efficiency 
should be a Post-2015 SDG target. 

Indeed, “Securing Sustainable Energy,” was recommended as a specific Goal by the High-level Panel on the 
Post-2015 Development Agenda, including a 2030 target on doubling the global rate of improvement of energy 
efficiency in transport. This was echoed in the recent UN Habitat report into Sustainable Urban Settlements, 
which concluded that “there is a need for policy interventions that encourage…increased vehicle efficiency”, 
and was echoed in the recent OWG Chairs’ 19 key themes. (cont.)

Sheila Watson FIA 
Foundation 11-Mar 16 Target 07b

Potential indicator

Progress towards a doubling of fuel economy in all new Light Duty Vehicles in the OECD by 2020, globally by 
2030, and in all Light Duty Vehicles globally by 2050 from a base year of 2005.
Data Issues 
Data on this issue is already collected and analysed by the International Energy Agency (IEA), and published 
by GFEI. New data analysis shows that the global average for light duty vehicle fuel economy is currently 7.2 
l/100km (32 mpg). This represents an improvement of 1.8% per year from 2005 when the average was 8.0 
l/100km. See Figure 1 below
Figure 1 – Average New LDV fuel economy
 
Source: IEA 2013
However, this rate of improvement is far below that needed to reach the GFEI target of a 4l/100km or 60 mpg 
global average by 2030 for new cars. In order to reach this level, average fuel economy now needs to improve 
globally by 3% per year.  Reaching this level is ambitious but achievable as for example the enacted fuel 
economy standards around the world require annual improvements of up to 4.7%. 
This data is regularly updated, and the coverage is improving. The GFEI is also working in country to develop 
fuel economy policies and to improve data collection, as part of the GFEI’s Fuel Economy Tool. 
(http://www.unep.org/transport/programmes/gfei/index.asp)
Lead Agency – IEA/UNEP

Sheila Watson FIA 
Foundation 11-Mar 16 Target 07c

Integrate reductions in greenhouse gas emissions…..efficient land and resource use….into investments and 
standards

Background
As above 
Potential indicator:
 
Policy uptake towards the doubling of fuel economy in all new Light Duty Vehicles in the OECD by 2020, 
globally by 2030, and in all Light Duty Vehicles globally  by 2050 from a base year of 2005.

Data Issues
Data on this issue is already collected and analysed by the International Energy Agency (IEA),the International 
Council on Clean Transportation and UNEP, as part of the GFEI. The IEA in particular has a fuel economy 
readiness indicator (map - http://www.iea.org/etp/tracking/fuel-economy/) The index is a scoring system 
combining countries’ implementation of four key policies to incentivise fuel economy: fuel tax, CO₂-based 
vehicle purchase taxation, labelling schemes, and fuel economy standards for light duty vehicles and heavy 
duty vehicles.
The GFEI is also working in country to develop fuel economy policies and to improve data collection, as part of 
the GFEI’s Fuel Economy Tool. (http://www.unep.org/transport/programmes/gfei/index.asp) This not only 
allows the GFEI team to share good practice on fuel economy policies, but also to assimilate evidence on new 
policy uptake.
Figure 2 – IEA’s Global Fuel Economy Readiness Index
 

Source: GFEI 2014
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Sheila Watson FIA 
Foundation 11-Mar 17 Target 08a

‘Decarbonise the energy system, ensure clean energy for all, and improve energy efficiency with targets for 
2020, 2030 and 2050’.

Potential Indicator

Double fuel economy in all new Light Duty Vehicles in the OECD by 2020, globally by 2030, and in all Light 
Duty Vehicles by 2050 from a base year of 2005.

Data issues and Lead agency 

Data on this issue is already collected and analysed by the International Energy Agency (IEA), and published 
by GFEI. New data analysis shows that the global average for light duty vehicle fuel economy is currently 7.2 
l/100km (32 mpg). This represents an improvement of 1.8% per year from 2005 when the average was 8.0 
l/100km. See Figure 1 below
Figure 1 – Average New LDV fuel economy
 
Source: IEA 2013
However, this rate of improvement is far below that needed to reach the GFEI target of a 4l/100km or 60 mpg 
global average by 2030 for new cars. In order to reach this level, average fuel economy now needs to improve 
globally by 3% per year.  Reaching this level is ambitious but achievable as for example the enacted fuel 
economy standards around the world require annual improvements of up to 4.7%. 
This data is regularly updated, and the coverage is improving. The GFEI is also working in country to develop 
fuel economy policies and to improve data collection, as part of the GFEI’s Fuel Economy Tool. 
(http://www.unep.org/transport/programmes/gfei/index.asp)
Lead Agency – IEA/UNEP

Adela J. Gondek Columbia 
University 12-Mar overarching

While the Goals and Targets are vital, by what means (besides ODA, official development assistance) are they 
to be advanced?  Evidently the Goals are ends, in relation to which the Targets are constituent ends; but what 
will be the means?  An Indicator is described in the draft as a management tool, the utility of which evidently 
presupposes the existence of a reasonably functional, dedicated managerial apparatus.  It seems this must be 
governmental to a significant extent, even if partnered in some way with non-governmental structures.  At the 
same time, appropriate motivation to attain the intended objectives is evidently needed in leaders, staff and the 
public—to “mobilize action”, a stated expectation.  Are the apparatus and motivation likely to exist, and if not, 
are they likely to be generated and directed effectively, within the 15-year framework?

     As a preliminary step, are the Goals and Targets to be incorporated into existing or new national law, and is 
this reasonably likely to occur expeditiously?  If so, are the resulting laws likely to have a significant 
enforcement rate?  Does the organizational structure needed for this to occur exist, both nationally and down 
the line regionally and locally?  

 A few comparability-based examples from the U.S. (with which this commentator is most familiar) show that 
progress is often highly incremental—even when societal goals have been incorporated into law and an 
extensive system of public management for their implementation exists.  The Economic Opportunity Act of 
1964 was intended to reduce poverty (compare the concern to end extreme poverty, the 1st SDG); but in fifty 
years, the poverty rate has been reduced from 19% only to 15%.  Under the Clean Air Act of 1963 (with later 
amendments), and the Environmental Protection Act of 1970, regulations concerning ambient nitrogen dioxide 
(compare the concern for planetary boundaries, the 2nd SDG) are still on a phase-in schedule.  The 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act became law in 1965, but the adequacy of public education continues 
to be much debated with regard to standardized testing, a core curriculum, charter schools and overall funding 
(compare the concern for education, the 3rd SDG).  Insofar as progress toward goal attainment may be 
considerably hindered where relevant laws and organizational structures nonetheless exist, this effect may be 
amplified where these are in an earlier stage of development and at hazard to conflict, corruption and 
underfunding. (cont.)

Adela J. Gondek Columbia 
University 12-Mar overarching

 The pursuit of Goals and Targets by means other than national legislation and administration may pose similar 
challenges.  Sometimes called the chemicals regime, the rules pertaining to the transboundary movement of 
hazardous substances consist of various international treaties, including the Basel Convention of 1989.  The 
efficacy of these provisions seems to depend upon increasing institutional density aimed at global governance.  
If not national legislation and administration, will global institutional density be prerequisite to the realization of 
the SDGs, as means to the ends?  Will such means be efficacious in ways besides increasing discourse and 
building data bases?  The first round of greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets of the Kyoto Protocol of 
1997 (compare the concern to curb climate change, the 8th SDG) has ended with continuing increase in global 
emissions.  Still, global discourse on the matter has increased simultaneously.
   
      Due consideration should be given also to the efficacy of designated methods for obtaining information 
intended to be transformed into an adequate Indicator of progress toward a Goal or Target.  In the U.S., the 
Family Violence Prevention and Services Act became law in 1984 (compare the concern for gender equality, 
the 4th SDG).  Yet even today it is estimated that only 25% of domestic crimes are reported:  the stigma 
attached to them conduces to underreporting.  Similarly, the current confusion in the U.S. regarding the 
number of citizens enrolled and paying for adequate healthcare insurance under the Affordable Care Act of 
2010 (compare the concern for health, the 5th SDG) illustrates the challenges of collecting and synthesizing 
meaningful, reliable information.  Another such illustration is that of the largest municipal bankruptcy case in 
U.S. history.  The city of Detroit, though within a designated Metropolitan Statistical Area, and one of the 
largest model city projects in the 1960s under the Model Cities Program of 1966 (compare the concern for 
resilient cities, the 7th SDG) seems to have lost sight of its own statistics by the time of its bankruptcy in 2013. 
(cont.)

Adela J. Gondek Columbia 
University 12-Mar overarching

    It might also be inquired whether the Indicators provide information on why performance is as it is in any 
particular case.  Will they provide information on the cause of shortfall or success in the attainment of a Target?  
Without such information, it may be difficult to correct situations efficaciously, such that progress toward a Goal 
is made.  More particularly, insofar as shortfalls occur in areas of significantly interventionist operations 
(whether extractive, agricultural, military or otherwise) by foreign powers, will the Indicators show who is 
responsible for the shortfalls, and what can be done to progress from there?  In the U.S., a long train of farm 
bills, dating back to the Agriculture Adjustment Act of 1933 (compare the concern for rural prosperity, the 6th 
SDG) have been passed; and the Wilderness Act of 1964 aims to protect the earth’s “community of life” on 
large areas of federally controlled land (compare the concern for biodiversity, the 9th SDG).  Yet such 
provisions leave open the possibility that damages will be  caused abroad to both agriculture and ecosystems, 
as in cases like that of Texaco’s extractive operations in Ecuador.  In view of such multinational, transboundary 
realities, whose performance level will be measured by the Indicators?  (cont.)
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Adela J. Gondek Columbia 
University 12-Mar overarching

 The questions raised here concerning the means to the ends (Goals and Targets) are practically inevitable, 
given that the 10th SDG is to transform governance.  This Goal suggests that the means need to be invented 
or reinvented—and accordingly, the status of national (and sub-national) structures given consideration or 
reconsideration in that process.  Mention is made of countries themselves needing to establish targets where 
no global consensus exists; of reliance upon national and sub-national structures; of investment in national and 
international capacities and systems; of the leadership of global institutions; and so on.  All this is intended to 
redound to the generation of Indicators to serve as a management tool for the purpose of achieving the SDGs; 
but are the presently available structures of law and administration adequate means to achieving the ends, 
even with the tool in hand?  Is an implicit goal of sustainable development nation rebuilding, reinvention or 
redevelopment—and coincidentally a significant step toward more fully institutionalized global governance, 
perhaps to succeed national governance?

     In either case, it would seem this implicit goal, evidently of sustainable development itself as condensed 
into the SDGs, is the development of sustainable governance.  It might be useful in this regard to assess 
whether countries already have legally and administratively institutionalized goals comparable to the SDGs; or 
lack them; or have them with differential levels of enforcement; or have alternative provisions that may be 
somehow counter-productive to the attainment of the SDGs.  An assessment of these socio-political ecologies 
of countries, and the potentiality for their further evolution, could serve as an indicator of why the SDG 
Indicators reveal what they do in any particular case, and the rate at which they are apt to show improvement. 

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar overarching

There is no consistency in the use of language related to sexual and reproductive health and rights. 
The report uses both ‘’sexual and reproductive health rights’’ (which is not standard international language) and 
‘’sexual and reproductive health and rights’’. 

We strongly recommend the use of  ‘’sexual and reproductive health and rights’’ across the whole report and in 
line with the language used inter alia by the SDSN  Thematic Group on Health, UNFPA, WHO and UN Women.

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 13-14 Indicator 34-
43

The indicators for communicable diseases such HIV should be applied to target 05a.

Suggested core indicators include:
·       Number of AIDS related deaths
·       Number of new HIV infections
·       % of people living with HIV accessing treatment and associated services
·       % of people living with HIV accessing sexual and reproductive health services
·       % of at risk populations accessing preventative services

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 39 Indicator 5
Indicator should pay special attention to the nutrition of pregnant and breast feeding women; e.g. prevalence of 
anaemia in women screened for haemoglobin levels with levels below 110 g/l for pregnant women and below 
120 g/l for non-pregnant women

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 50 L24-28

Lines 24-26 cite paragraph 13 of the ICPD Programme of Action, along with the SDSN Report Action Agenda.  
The reference to paragraph 13 should be adequately reported. The ICPD brought a paradigm shift for it 
recognizes that promoting individual choices, respecting rights, and giving access to reproductive health 
services contributed to the decline in average fertility rates.

The Cairo agenda put the rights dimension at the center of sustainable development. However, lines 26-28 
state “highlight the importance of reducing population growth through voluntary transition to lower fertility 
levels, while respecting the rights of women to decide when and how many children they would like to have”. 
This sentence makes the growth decline primary and rights subsidiary. The Programme of Action instead 
recognizes that respecting the latter obtains the former.

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 50 Indicator 
16, 17

Considering that the issue to measure is the realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights, an 
indicator capturing the rights dimension should be added, such as the one suggested by UNFPA: “Protection 
and fulfillment of women’s sexual and reproductive rights, including developing monitoring and protection 
systems”

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 52 L2 If added as per our recommendations, the indicator on Comprehensive Sexuality Education (see under Goal 3) 
should also be included here.

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 52 L16

‘Teenage girls who become pregnant’ is proposed as an additional indicator that countries may consider. 
However:

1.      The adolescent birth rate measures the annual number of births to women 15 to 19 years of age – this 
includes a built in time lag. Therefore we suggest rephrasing it in  “Age of mother at birth of first child ever 
born”.

2.      It should be a core indicator and not an additional indicator that countries may or may not decide to use.

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar Indicator 25

Investing in youth is a critical – and multidimensional- issue. Target 3c focuses on the link between the 
education system and livelihoods opportunities. This however implies that adolescents enter adulthood in good 
health. We therefore recommend, in line with UNFPA, to consider the following indicators:
Contraceptive use, by method, by adolescents and youth 
Age of mother at birth of first child ever born
HIV and other STI infection in adolescents and youth (MDG indicator 6.1)  

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 61 L10 We recommend adding: “age and sexual orientation and gender identity”
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An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 62 Indicator 28 Should also refer to official government positions held by women; it should also cover the local level in addition 
to the national and sub-national level.

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 67 Indicator 33
We agree with this indicator. However it gives for granted that all countries have laws on rape, marital rape, 
sexual harassment, etc, which is not always the case. Therefore we suggest keeping indicator 33, but also 
adding a separate indicator on the existence of laws on rape, marital rape, sexual harassment, etc 

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 67 L40 Change “girls” into “children”

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 68 L17-18 As indicated above, this indicator should be a core indicator and not an additional indicator that countries may 
or may not decide to consider

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 69 L21 Add “sex” and “age”

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 69 L42 Must at least include age and sex

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 70 L31 WHO recommends HPV vaccination only for girls

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar Indicator 34

We recommend adding the following indicator as suggested by UNFPA:
Elimination of inequalities in access to quality sexual and reproductive health services (maternity care, modern 
contraception, post-abortion services, safe abortion as allowed by law, and prevention and treatment of STIs 
and HIV), particularly by wealth quintile, age, sex and other characteristics as appropriate

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 71 L34

Add “commodities and” after “essential drugs”.

The proportion of the population requiring treatment with access to affordable essential treatments should be a 
core not additional indicator.

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 72 L8, L12, 
L16 Indicators should not exclude persons under 15 who are sexually active.

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 74 Indicator 38
A useful supplementary indicator to capture neonatal mortality is to monitor spacing between the most recent 
and preceding birth (inter-birth interval). Evidence points out that the risk of neonatal mortality is heightened 
after short birth interval.

An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 78 L44 Should also include sex and age of head of household.
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An Huybrechts 
(Countdown 
2015 Europe), 
Patrizia Pompili 
(EuroNGOs), Eef 
Wuyts (IPPF EN)

Countdown 
2015 Europe, 
EuroNGOs, 
IPPF EN

12-Mar 122 Goal 10

We recommended that opportunities to integrate population dynamics are seized under a governance goal. For 
this we recommend the addition of the following targets and indicators included amongst recommendations by 
UNFPA, for which UNFPA could serve as a lead agency:

Targets:
·       Systematic use of population trends and projections in the formulation of development strategies, goals 
and targets 
·       Access to timely and complete data for population trends and projections
·       Universal birth and death registration 

Indicators/ assessment areas:
·         Improvements in capacity to prepare population projections and to use them for the formulation of 
national, subnational and sector development strategies, goals, targets and policies 
·       Improvements in institutional capacities to generate quality data, disaggregated by age, sex, location, 
wealth quintiles, among other categories, including birth and death registration, censuses, service-related 
management and information systems 
·       Estimated proportion of births and deaths that are registered 

Bela Emile 
Kouakou unknown 12-Mar overarching The draft is elaborated and the overall presentation makes it easy to read.

Bela Emile 
Kouakou unknown 12-Mar 90 L.1 I may propose that an indicator be developed to measure the impact of family agriculture on famers and 

Bela Emile 
Kouakou unknown 12-Mar 125 L.10 Rationale And Definition:  “This indicator shows the geographical…. the extent…”

Bela Emile 
Kouakou unknown 12-Mar 125 L.19 Comments and Limitations:  “This global data over time showS how…”

Elinor Milne

Global 
Initiative to 
End All 
Corporal 
Punishment of 
Children

12-Mar overarching

This submission from the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children 
(www.endcorporalpunishment.org) calls for the inclusion of prohibition and elimination of violent punishment of 
children, as a fundamental right and an essential element of a human rights-based approach to development, 
in the indicators for sustainable development goals. Violent punishment of children, in the family home and 
other settings of their lives, is the most common form of violence against children, and clear baselines for 
measuring progress towards its prohibition and elimination have been developed, including through UNICEF’s 
Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) on the prevalence of violent punishment of children. [1] 

Ending corporal punishment is an essential part of Goal 4, “Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion, and 
Human Rights”. Prohibition of corporal punishment is a well-established human rights imperative. In its General 
Comment No. 8 (2006) on the right of the child to protection from corporal punishment and other cruel or 
degrading forms of punishment, the Committee on the Rights of the Child made it very clear that all states 
parties to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child are required to prohibit and eliminate all corporal 
punishment of children, in the family home and all other settings of their lives, and it consistently recommends 
prohibition and elimination of corporal punishment to states it examines. The Human Rights Committee, the 
Committee Against Torture, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Committee on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
have all recommended prohibition of all corporal punishment of children. The issue has been extensively 
covered in the Universal Periodic Review of states’ overall human rights records. In this context, there is 
growing progress towards prohibition: as at March 2014, 36 states have prohibited corporal punishment in all 
settings and a further 47 have made public commitments to doing so. A table summarizing the legal status of 
corporal punishment of children in all states is provided alongside this comment form.(cont.)

Elinor Milne

Global 
Initiative to 
End All 
Corporal 
Punishment of 
Children

12-Mar overarching

As the Committee on the Rights of the Child has said, ending corporal punishment is “a key strategy for 
reducing and preventing all forms of violence in societies”. [2]  There is overwhelming evidence that violent 
punishment of children is associated with increased aggression and involvement in criminal behaviour in 
children and adults. [3]  Violent punishment of children is closely linked to other forms of family violence, 
including intimate partner violence: the two kinds of violence often coexist[4] and experience of corporal 
punishment as a child is associated with an increased risk of involvement in intimate partner violence as an 
adult as both perpetrator and victim. Efforts to end corporal punishment – this damaging and most common 
form of violence against children – are essential in building peaceful, non-violent societies, including preventing 
violent crime. 

Elinor Milne

Global 
Initiative to 
End All 
Corporal 
Punishment of 
Children

12-Mar overarching

Prohibition of corporal punishment is also important for Goal 5, “Achieve Health and Wellbeing at all Ages”. 
Corporal punishment is associated with poor mental and physical health outcomes for children and adults. 
Ending the legality and practice of corporal punishment of children is recognized by major international health 
professionals’ organisations as a key strategy to improve the physical and mental health and other 
developmental outcomes for children and adults. In 2013, nine major international health organisations issued 
a statement calling for all governments to work for the prohibition and elimination of all corporal punishment 
and all organisations working for health to include the issue in their work. The statement, together with a 
summary of research which documents the negative impact of corporal punishment on the health of children 
and adults, is provided alongside this comment form. 

Ending corporal punishment in schools, day care and other education settings is essential for Goal 3, “Ensure 
Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood”. As well as violating children’s right to 
respect for their physical integrity and human dignity, corporal punishment in schools and other education 
settings violates children’s right to education. Yet violent punishment remains lawful in schools in 76 states 
worldwide, and in day care (such as early childhood development programs) in 156 states. Further detail is 
available in the table of the legality of corporal punishment provided alongside this comment form. 

Elinor Milne

Global 
Initiative to 
End All 
Corporal 
Punishment of 
Children

12-Mar overarching

CITATIONS [1]  UNICEF (2014), The State of the World’s Children 2014 in Numbers: Every Child Counts, NY: 
UNICEF
[2]  Committee on the Rights of the Child (2006), General Comment No. 8: The right of the child to protection 
from corporal punishment and other cruel or degrading forms of punishment (arts. 19; 28, para. 2; and 37, inter 
alia), para. 3
[3]  Gershoff, E. T. (2002), “Corporal punishment by parents and associated child behaviors and experiences: A 
meta-analytic and theoretical review”, Psychological Bulletin, 128(4), 539-579
[4]  Lansford, J. E. et al (2014), “Attitudes Justifying Domestic Violence Predict Endorsement of Corporal 
Punishment and Physical and Psychological Aggression towards Children: A Study in 25 Low- and Middle-
Income Countries”, The Journal of Pediatrics, published online 9 January 2014
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Elinor Milne

Global 
Initiative to 
End All 
Corporal 
Punishment of 
Children

12-Mar 12-13 Indicator 
32, 33

We note that the draft Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals include “Prevent and eliminate violence 
against individuals, especially women and children” (target 04c), under Goal 4, “Achieve Gender Equality, 
Social Inclusion, and Human Rights”. We suggest the inclusion of indicators on the legality and prevalence of 
violent punishment of children under this target, for example:
• Prohibition of corporal punishment of children in all settings of their lives (the family home, care settings, 
schools and the penal system). The Global Initiative has mapped this information in detail for all states and 
territories worldwide.  
• Prevalence of violent punishment of children. UNICEF’s Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) have 
measured the percentage of children aged 2-14 who have experienced physical punishment in the home in the 
past month in more than 50 countries.  

Erika Winkler 

Federal 
Ministry of 
Labour, Social 
Affairs and 
Consumer 
Protection; 
Chair of the 
UNECE-
Working 
Group on 
Ageing

12-Mar overarching

Adjustment to the population dynamics, in particular to population ageing, is not well reflected in suggested 
targets or in the list of proposed indicators. In addition to the voluntary reduction of fertility (target 02c), there is 
a need to address population ageing specifically.  Population ageing already does and will continue impact 
sustainable development across the world.  Including at least one or two indicators such as life expectancy at 
birth and the age of 65 would be useful. 

Erika Winkler 

Federal 
Ministry of 
Labour, Social 
Affairs and 
Consumer 
Protection; 
Chair of the 
UNECE-
Working 
Group on 
Ageing

12-Mar overarching

Age-related aspects should be taken into account under most of the goals. Omission of age-related 
discrimination under the Goal 4: Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion, and Human Rights or targets 
addressing only children and maternity health and wellbeing but ignoring older population needs under the 
Goal 5: Achieve Health and Wellbeing at All Ages are the obvious examples.

Erika Winkler 

Federal 
Ministry of 
Labour, Social 
Affairs and 
Consumer 
Protection; 
Chair of the 
UNECE-
Working 
Group on 
Ageing

12-Mar 61 Target 04a

We suggest complementing the Target 04a “Monitor and end discrimination and inequalities in public service 
delivery, the rule of law, access to justice, and participation in political and economic life on the basis of gender, 
ethnicity, religion, disability, national origin, and social or other status” by including “age” after “gender” so it 
reads “…on the basis of gender, age, ethnicity…”. 

Erika Winkler 

Federal 
Ministry of 
Labour, Social 
Affairs and 
Consumer 
Protection; 
Chair of the 
UNECE-
Working 
Group on 
Ageing

12-Mar 67 Target 04c The Target 4c “Prevent and eliminate violence against individuals, especially women and children” — to 
include an indicator on the abuse and violence against older people

Erika Winkler 

Federal 
Ministry of 
Labour, Social 
Affairs and 
Consumer 
Protection; 
Chair of the 
UNECE-
Working 
Group on 
Ageing

12-Mar 69 Indicator 34 We suggest introducing disaggregation by age, including groups of older people (65+, 85+)

Erika Winkler 

Federal 
Ministry of 
Labour, Social 
Affairs and 
Consumer 
Protection; 
Chair of the 
UNECE-
Working 
Group on 
Ageing

12-Mar 75 Indicator 40 We suggest to add the indicator “Healthy life expectancy at age 65” to reflect the Goal (Achieve health and well-
being at all ages) 
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Erika Winkler 

Federal 
Ministry of 
Labour, Social 
Affairs and 
Consumer 
Protection; 
Chair of the 
UNECE-
Working 
Group on 
Ageing

12-Mar 78 Target 5c

In the Target 5c “Implement policies to promote and monitor healthy diets, physical activity and subjective 
wellbeing; reduce unhealthy behaviors such as tobacco use by [30%] and harmful use of alcohol by [20%]” 
physical activity is mentioned whereas no indicator to measure it was proposed. In this regard we suggest 
introducing an indicator on physical activity disaggregated inter alia by age including groups of older people 
(65+).

Erika Winkler 

Federal 
Ministry of 
Labour, Social 
Affairs and 
Consumer 
Protection; 
Chair of the 
UNECE-
Working 
Group on 
Ageing

12-Mar 92 Indicator 64 We suggest including an age-friendliness (or eventually disability-friendly environment) aspect into this 
index/indicator

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar overarching

Several improvements from the MDGs are introduced (examples: access to drinking water is no more 
considered as a purely environmental issue; protected areas are more related to the conservation needs…). 
The following comments focus on the opportunities for further improvements. However we cannot guarantee 
that all suggestions are feasible and politically acceptable.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar overarching

Sustainable development requires (inter alia) more international equity (between countries) and decoupling 
economic development from pressures on the environment and natural resources. Although several proposed 
targets and indicators are consistent with this perspective some specific comments (here below) provide 
suggestions in order to address the issue more explicitly.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar overarching Some other comments and suggestions given below are based on methodological considerations including the 
need for consistency between goals, targets and indicators.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar overarching
Although it was requested to focus on the indicators during this public consultancy we also give some 
comments on goals and targets because they may help understand the rationale for the comments on 
indicators.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar overarching

Finally we consider that there is still a need to develop and adopt indicators related to:
a)     Social capital and participation in civil society and political life;
b)     Time availability for voluntary leisure and rest (especially for women), which may be considered as a 
basic human need;
c)     Reduction of excessive levels of consumption (the counterpart of extreme poverty);
d)     Finance regulation in a way that supports sustainable development.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 9, 38-39 Indicators 
3, 4 et 5

Given the deep seasonal variability of malnutrition in LDC the time dimension should be taken into account, for 
example by measuring stunting with “children-days” or during the worst season.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 9
Indicators 
for target 

01b
Indicators 45 and 46 can be considered here (for example obesity is an indicator of “appropriate nutrition”)

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 9 Target 01c The link between target 01c (on conflict prevention) and goal 01 (on poverty) is not straightforward, therefore 
the target could be classified under another goal.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 9 Target 01c Target 01c should preferably be expressed as an expected achievement (like its indicators 6 en 7) and not as 
an action (to “provide support”).

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 10
Indicators 

and targets 
for goal 2

There is a missing target consisting of decoupling economic development from pressures on the environment 
and natural resources. Key indicators (among others) could be (a) the ratio between GNI and the GHG 
footprint (or GHG consumption-based emissions referred to under indicator 74) and (b) the rate of waste 
recycling

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 10 Target 02a The target is two-fold, the reason why “promote decent work” is associated with the income level is unclear. 
The target can be divided.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 10
Target 02a 

and 
indicator 9

Target 2a suggests that unlimited growth is acceptable in high income countries and desirable in all other 
countries in order to “achieve development within planetary boundaries” (goal 2). If this is true, it should be 
more clearly and convincingly demonstrated. If not we should revise Target 2a in such a way that countries 
converge towards a lower and more sustainable level even if this seems politically unrealistic.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 10
Target 02a 

and 
indicator 9

There is no clear reason why crossing the boundaries between two “income levels” is better than achieving the 
same growth inside the limits of the same “income level”.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 10 Indicator 10 The indicator suggests that “formal work” means “decent work”, which is discussable. It will anyway become 
unnecessary once indicator 11 is defined.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 10 Target 02b 
and goal 2

The target (“the countries report…”) has no straightforward link with the goal or with the proposed indicators 
(Indicators of pressures or states of the environment are not indicators of “reporting”).
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Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 10
Indicators 
for Target 

02b

The proposed indicators are not indicators of “reporting” and therefore do not reflect the target (“the countries 
report…”).

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 10
Indicators 
for Target 

02b

If we maintain environmental indicators (not reporting indicators) we may add (a) change in albedo (an 
indicator of desertification and urbanization processes, measurable through space imagery) and (b) waste 
recycling (inter alia)

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 10 Indicator 12
Indicator 51 can be used to assess the nitrate loss into the environment. Another option is to assess the 
amount of nitrogen introduced (par ha) into the farming system through the use of mineral fertilizers and 
through forage imports.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 10 Indicator 15 The total fertility rate does not reflect the idea that fertility rate reduction should be voluntary. A solution can be 
to use the total fertility rate only where no coercive measure has been taken.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 50 Indicator 15 Note that dead births are not more desirable than live births. Therefore the definition could be changed into 
“the average number of births…”

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 11 Indicator 16 Like the fertility rate the contraceptive prevalence rate does not reflect the voluntary dimension.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 11 Target 03a
The achievement “all children under the age of 5 reach their developmental potential” could be sufficient, the 
process (“through access to quality early childhood development programs and policies”) does not need to be 
part of the target.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 11 Indicators 
20 and 22 Indicators 20 and 22 are useless where we have sufficient data for indicators 21 and 23.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 61 Indicator 26
Only the surveys (and not the registration figures) can provide an estimate of the percentage of registered 
children. However there are risks of sampling errors and risks of systematic bias in case parents reluctant to 
register are also reluctant to declare their children to the surveyors.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 12
Indicators 

30, 31 and 
Target 04b

Indicator 31 is unnecessary to reflect Target 04b as it is better and fully reflected in indicator 30. However the 
target can also be rephrased in order to be more consistent with indicator 31.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 12
Indicators 
for Target 

04c
As the target refers to women and children, there should be an indicator for children.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 13-14 Indicators 
for Goal 5 Include a target on healthy environmental conditions and use indicators 57, 58, 66 and 68.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 14 Indicator 50

If food production is sufficient and land use change under control, maximizing yields is not necessarily the best 
option as it can be detrimental to food quality, resilience of food production, competitiveness of vulnerable 
farmers and the environment. Considering the environmental pressures from chemical fertilizers the 
involvement of the IFA can also be considered as suspicious. 

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 14 Indicator 51 We need to rename the issue “sustainability” of agriculture because it is much broader than its indicator 
“nitrogen use efficiency”

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 14 Indicator 51
An additional indicator could be “protein production efficiency”: the ratio of (vegetal or animal) protein available 
for human consumption to the amount of nitrogen applied. This indicator would act as an incentive to produce 
vegetal proteins and increase the overall efficiency of food production.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 15
Indicators 
for Target 

06b
There is a need for an indicator on wetland conversion to be consistent with the target.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 15 Indicator 56
Trends in the indicator will not reflect trends in vulnerability because it is also sensitive to the severity and 
unpredictability of the climate event and the impact on people is not only economic (for example food security 
can be affected).Note that there are two indicators 56 (see page 17)

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 16 Indicator 69 Solid waste treatment or disposal facilities should be considered too.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 16 Indicator 67 An additional indicator could be the average time spent in urban or peri-urban traffic

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 15
Indicators 
for Target 

06b
There may be a need to assess incomes and food security as part of “rural prosperity”

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 15-16
Indicators 
for Target 

07a

Additional indicators may include the daily wages for unqualified workers (indicator of poverty and 
employment) and the rent of “decent” housing (as a percentage of the wages)

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 17 Indicator 74
There are two very distinct indicators: production-based emissions and consumption-based emissions (a “GHG 
footprint”). My suggestions are: (1) to keep them distinct (not merged), (2) to add an indicator of equality (or 
convergence) in consumption-based emissions and (3) to add an indicator for the production of fossil fuel.
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Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 18 Indicator 79
Individual countries poorly control the factors affecting the state of adjacent oceanic waters. Therefore at 
national level it can be suggested to use an indicator of pressures on the ocean (fishing effort, pollution, and 
degradation of coastal habitats).

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 18 Indicator 80 Although it is hard to replace it with a better indicator the red list index is not very “timely”.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 18 Indicator 80
An index can and should be developed for threatened ecosystems too. For example primary forests, 
mangroves, etc. Indicator 54 tracks the annual change in forest area but this includes artificial forests with low 
biodiversity value. A similar indicator could be developed for high biodiversity ecosystems.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 18 Indicator 81 Protected areas are only means, they have costs (notably social costs) and too often they are ineffective in 
protecting biodiversity; therefore the effectiveness (or efficiency) of protected areas is also important

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 18-19
Indicators 

and targets 
for Goal 9

Good management of natural resources also includes the management of the unsustainable revenues of 
mining and oil extraction, which should be invested for sustainable development. An additional target or 
indicator could be introduced (although it can also be classified under goal 10).  

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 20 Indicator 94 It is still necessary to identify how IFM will identify whether revenues are allocated to sustainable development 
or not. A suggestion could be to include the spending for the SDG targets.

Jean-Paul Ledan, 
Paul-Marie 
Boulanger

Institut pour 
un 
Développeme
nt Durable 

12-Mar 20 Indicator 98 It can be useful to include the amount of private finance used against sustainable development or not for 
sustainable development, although this is hard to assess.

John Hontelez
Forest 
Stewardship 
Council 

12-Mar overarching impressive

John Hontelez
Forest 
Stewardship 
Council 

12-Mar overarching Some of the targets are more about commitments than outcomes. See 9b and 9c as examples. See the HLG 
of Eminent Persons report as an example of more straightforward wording.

John Hontelez
Forest 
Stewardship 
Council 

12-Mar overarching

I miss entirely the concept of public procurement as a tool in the hands of governments to stimulate 
sustainable production and consumption developments. See the HLG of Eminent Persons who at least 
mentioned in under its proposed goal “9. Manage Natural Resource Assets Sustainably” the target: “9b. 
Increase consideration of sustainability in x% of government procurements”. As public procurement is an 
important part of purchasing in all countries of the world and as several countries and local authorities have 
already shown it can indeed be used for triggering environmentally and sound production and service 
methods, it could become a powerful tool in the hands of all governments in the world to promote SCP, and 
more concretely: give boost to frontrunners in society in terms of contributions to sustainable development.

John Hontelez
Forest 
Stewardship 
Council 

12-Mar 115 Indicator 79-
88

We doubt whether the formulations of targets under Goal 9b and 9c are catchy enough. At the target level we 
want to see, as the HLG of Eminent Persons does, a commitment on halting deforestation and forest 
restoration.
 You do propose the halt of deforestation due to agriculture expansion, and that is indeed the most important 
source of deforestation, but there are others as well, including illegal logging. We plea to be in line with the 
Aichi Targets. As FSC we plea for the inclusion of the following three targets:
By 2020,
• halt deforestation and forest degradation globally
• restore 15 percent of currently degraded forest ecosystems
• ensure sustainable forest management. 

John Hontelez
Forest 
Stewardship 
Council 

12-Mar 113 Indicator 82

We propose to move this indicator to Target 9c, where it is better placed. And we propose to make the indicator 
on sustainable forest management more concrete by adding: Measurement of increased use of transparent, 
effective, balanced multi stakeholder governed forest and chain-of-custody certification systems, particularly in 
regions where forests are under most pressure. 
By the way: indicator 82 seems to belong more to target 9c than 9b.

JP Toutain representation 
Indonésie 12-Mar 60 Indicator 25

The indicator 25 is based only on the total enrollment ratio in tertiary education. I suggest an additional 
indicator which could be the level of university/higher education institutions tuition fees with respect to average 
salary level. This indicator might give access to the real accessibility of people to tertiary level education, that is 
a key indicator.

JP Toutain representation 
Indonésie 12-Mar 118 Indicator 85 The proposed indicator is the MDG (proportion of total water resources used) with no mention of the quality of 

the water. An additional indicator is needed to asses the quality of the available water.

Judy Otto Otto & 
Associates 12-Mar overarching

I have been involved in the MDG monitoring and reporting exercise for several Pacific Island countries. The 
number of MDGs was much shorter than the proposed SDGs. The number of associated indicators was also 
much shorter. Data for even this short list was challenging to collate because some indicators are not a routine 
part of national data collection systems and despite the profile given to MDGs, did not become part of routine 
data systems during the life of the MDGs.

Judy Otto Otto & 
Associates 12-Mar overarching

On the positive side, I applaud the proposal to make reporting on the SDGs an annual process driven by 
deadlines relevant nationally and globally. This will help to ensure that political leadership at national and sub-
national levels sees the SDGs and their monitoring as priorities.

Judy Otto Otto & 
Associates 12-Mar overarching

Also on the positive side, the proposed SDGs and their indicators have something for every country regardless 
of income level. The MDGs were biased toward the situation of low-income countries which encouraged middle 
and higher income countries to ignore them as irrelevant in their national context.

Judy Otto Otto & 
Associates 12-Mar overarching

However, the sheer number of indicators is overwhelming. It is my suggestion that:
(a)   The number of indicators be reduced by about half
(b)   If it is not possible to reduce the number, then to separate into two groups – core that must be reported by 
every country and optional for countries with more highly developed surveillance systems
(c)    In so far as possible the number of “creative new” indicators be reduced with proportionally greater 
reliance on indicators that are a part of the routine national statistical systems of the majority of countries
(d)   Where UN organizations are encouraging/sponsoring national surveillance, to make use of the data that 
will be routinely available through these surveys or other national surveillance systems; (an example is the 
WHO STEPS surveys that monitor NCDs and NCD risk factors).

Judy Otto Otto & 
Associates 12-Mar overarching

In short, it is my opinion that the international community is seriously over-reaching with this extensive list of 
indicators, especially the large number of “creative new” indicators, without taking adequate consideration for 
the on-the-ground realities at national levels.

Judy Otto Otto & 
Associates 12-Mar 13-14 Target 05b, 

05c

Suggest that SDGs indicators related to NCDs be lifted from those used in the Global NCD Plan of Action so 
that countries will satisfy their SDG monitoring requirements for this issue at the same time they satisfy their 
reporting requirements to WHO under the NCD action plan.
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Marie Maud Jean 
Sanon

JSD and co 
Consulting 12-Mar 15 Indicator 

57, 58

Even though hand washing with soap is the most cost effective WASH intervention for diarrhea reduction, 
(note 88% of childhood death is cause by diarrheal diseases) it is often overlooked and this needs to be 
rectified. Hygiene is central because it’s enclose all the interaction with the beneficiaries that allow participation 
and appropriation from the correct use of WASH facilities to the adoption of new behavior, like using the toilet 
(from my experience availability of latrine do not necessarily mean its use or use for the purpose it has been 
made for), better waste management and so forth in a WASH program. Sanitation and water intervention 
whether in urban or rural setting without Hygiene is not sustainable!  
In consequence hygiene indicators should be added to the SDG indicators list; and those proposed by the JMP 
seems relevant to me http://globalhandwashing.org/sites/default/files/JMP%20A5%20English%202pp.pdf.

Philippe Solano IRD 12-Mar overarching
For the 1st time there has been a resolution in the world health assembly of 2013 (resolution n° WHA 66.12 of 
the 27/05/2013) mentioning the need to fight against the neglected tropical diseases. It would therefore seem 
logical to include this at least once in the document (under target 05a).

Philippe Solano IRD 12-Mar 13 Target 05b

Why mentioning only non communicable diseases, whereas there are issues related to communicable 
diseases such as malaria, HIV and TB? Please add “COMMUNICABLE (or INFECTIOUS diseases and non 
communicable diseases”.
And that would fit a lot better with the text of “target 05a” written on page 69, that clearly mentions 
“communicable and non communicable diseases”.

Philippe Solano IRD 12-Mar 13 Target 05b In the column “Issue to measure”, after “TB deaths, and before “non communicable diseases”, insert a line for 
“elimination of neglected tropical diseases”

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar overarching

1. Respecting SDSN’s suggestion that we don’t open up the Goals/Targets, I am not commenting on these; 
however, I am attaching a critical note I had written on both the UN High Level Panel and SDSN reports on 
sustainable development brought out last year, to once again record my discomfort with some aspects of the 
overall approach taken. To some extent I will reflect a few of these points below, in so far as they can fit into 
the ‘Indicators’ discussion.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar overarching 2. This draft is a very good beginning for a comprehensive, meaningful set of indicators. What follows is an 
attempt to make it more so.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar overarching

3. Before getting into the listing of indicators, it is important to discuss the governance of the indicators 
(related of course also to the governance of the Goals/Targets in general): who decides, who implements, 
who monitors, who reports? Left to governments alone, all these will remain partial and will miss out on the 
expertise and experience of the public, apart from being undemocratic. In relation to Pg. 5 Lines 35-44 and 
Pg. 6 Lines 34-onwards, it is important to stress that all stages of this process need to be participatory, 
involving various sections of the public, and not be restricted to only government or a small set of ‘experts’.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar overarching

4. Linked to this is another general point that relates also to the entire document: the importance of 
traditional or local knowledge. This is again for the full process, from setting the indicators to their use and 
reporting. Such knowledge and experience is relevant to all Goals/Targets, for instance the UN and other 
relevant bodies have long ago recognized the importance of such knowledge in the fields of health, 
education, and conservation. This must be stressed in the preambular texts to the Indicators, and in all 
relevant indicators, or as a cross-cutting indicator. Reference may also be made here to the volume 
‘Indicators Relevant for Indigenous Peoples: A Resource Book’, brought out in 2008 by Tebtebba Foundation 
with support from the Secretariat of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar overarching
5. Another crucial gap (in Goals/Targets and Indicators) is of culture, including the importance of cultural 
diversity and identity. This is a puzzling omission from virtually all the UN reports dealing with the post-2015 
process.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar overarching

6. While it is acknowledged that indicators of various kinds are conflated here and it may not be possible to 
disaggregate them, it would still be important to at least point to the possibility of generating indicators at 
three levels: Policy, Programmatic, and Outcome. For instance, pl. see the attached paper on a 
Sustainability Framework for India, where this is done. As an example, for the target of equitable access to 
sustainable energy, the Policy indicator would be existence of a law or policy on this subject, the Programme 
indicator would be existence of  government schemes to support such access, and the Outcome indicator 
would be the % of population covered by such access. Even if this kind of disaggregation is not possible 
globally (though I am not convinced it is not), it can be attempted at national level, and this document should 
point to its possibility.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar Target 02a   

Goal 2, Target 02a: Given that this goal is about development within planetary boundaries, it is a contradiction 
to leave completely open the issue of income levels. In other words, without some kind of income limits, how 
will consumption (of various kinds) be curtailed? Increasing research also shows that there is no necessary co-
relation between increasing financial wealth and other aspects of well-being (especially beyond a certain level), 
so this lack of limits may well also contradict the goal/indicators on well-being. The target/indicator needs to 
reflect the need for income limits.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar Goal 2 Goal 2: the existence of sectoral, cumulative, and project-related environmental impact assessments, and 
statutory environmental approval processes for development projects, should be added as a specific indicator.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar Target 02b Goal 2, Target 02b: All the indicators given here are related to climate change; there needs to be at least one 
for other aspects, such as chemical pollution, or the hydrological cycle.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar Goal 2

Goal 2: It is unfortunate that no specific target/indicators are included for cutting down of the significant 
overconsumption of the global North, though other aspects of sustainable consumption are given in other 
Goals/Targets. There has been a consistently soft approach towards the rich (as towards the corporate sector), 
in the UN reports on the post-2015 process, which is unjustified given their disproportionate role in 
unsustainability. Pl. see attached a piece on the need to develop a Sustainable Development Line, which could 
be a composite of indicators.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar Goal 2

Goal 4: Indicators related to forcible displacement and dispossession need to be added, using the best 
available definition of these terms within the UN system. Such processes are widespread and constitute major 
human rights violations. The indicator could be about the numbers of people being forcibly displaced or 
dispossessed, with the term ‘forcible’ being defined in a broad sense that includes creating conditions by which 
people are forced to themselves ask for relocation (which is then classified by governments as ‘consent’). This 
should have been a specific target, else could go into Target 04a or 04c.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar Target 05c
Goal 5, Target 05c: It is good that ‘subjective well-being’ has been included; however without disaggregation of 
some kind, e.g. into social relations, satisfaction, happiness, etc, it could turn out to be too reductionist or 
complex to be useful.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar Goal 6
Goal 6: pl. add within or in addition to agriculture/cultivation, the livelihoods of pastoralism, fisheries, and 
hunting-gathering, which continue to be widespread in many parts of the world and which face severe threats 
and marginalization.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar Target 06a

Goal 6, Target 06a: A specific indicator on the % of agricultural area under organic cultivation should be added, 
possibly replacing nitrogen use efficiency. Another on the extent of agricultural biodiversity (or the extent of 
threatened agrobiodiversity) could be added, given the widespread and dangerous monoculturisation of 
agriculture that has otherwise taken place.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar Target 08a Goal 8, Target 08a: A crucial indicator here would be the % of renewable energy, and in particular the % of 
decentralised renewable energy, within the overall energy mix.
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Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar Target 09a
Goal 9, Target 09a: It is not clear why oceans and forests have been singled out, omitting freshwater wetlands, 
and grasslands? Note that for different countries, different ecosystems may be crucial or predominant; in some 
cases neither oceans nor forests may be so relevant.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar Target 09a

Goal 9, Target 09a: In relation to protected areas, pl. note that the CBD Aichi Target 11 is about both ‘protected 
areas’ and ‘other effective area-based conservation measures’ (this is missing in the description on pp. 111-
12). This  would include a wide range of conservation initiatives by a variety of actors, including not only 
governments but also indigenous peoples, local communities, and others. In particular I would point to the 
increasing literature on ICCAs, or Indigenous Peoples and Community Conserved Territories and Areas (see 
for instance www.iccaforum.org). The indicator should reflect this wider concept and practice.  

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar Target 09c

Goal 9, Target 09c: In relation to ‘Access to land’, one of the most important indicators is the extent of tenurial 
security, especially community tenure to lands. This of course is also related to Goal 4, and is crucial to many 
other Goals, so perhaps could also be cross-cutting. Moreover, while land is mentioned here, equally important 
is secure tenure to natural resources such as forest, aquatic and others.

Ashish Kothari Kalpavriksh 13-Mar Target 10
Goal 10: The existence of empowered local institutions of governance, related to decentralised, direct 
democracy, should have been a specific Target under this Goal; however it could still be brought in as an 
indicator. How would governance be ‘transformed’ without such enabling of grassroots democracy?

Bertrand Duflos "acting on my 
own" 13-Mar overarching There is no thematic group addressing ground transport issues. While this topic is partly covered by the 

thematic group on cities, it might deserve a dedicated thematic group.

Bertrand Duflos "acting on my 
own" 13-Mar overarching

More precisely an emerging technology is self-driving vehicles (cars, buses, etc.) or autonomous vehicles.
Estimates vary as to when these technologies will roll-out but many indicators suggest the technology will be 
available no later than 2020. Full autonomous vehicles, low-speed, are already on sale (Navia shuttle in 
particular); fully autonomous trucks are already operated in mines.
2020 is pretty close.

Bertrand Duflos "acting on my 
own" 13-Mar overarching This technology is disruptive. It matters because it will completely change our cities. Therefore, this technology 

must be carefully studied in order to assess what  a sustainable development could be.

Bertrand Duflos "acting on my 
own" 13-Mar overarching

This means no less than the end of the ‘all-automobile’ era and the switch to, possibly, an era of shared 
autonomous vehicles (taxis). Consequences: a much reduced number of vehicles in the streets, goods 
deliveries by autonomous robots (by night..), etc. Electric vehicles. Reduced pollution, congestion, road 
casualties.

Bertrand Duflos "acting on my 
own" 13-Mar overarching

Sustainable use of this technology requires that “over-mobility” be fought. For instance, a pay-per-mile tax 
should have to be imposed in order to prevent people from traveling too much – with the associated societal 
cost. Such tax (or alternative solution) would foster shared transport and thus, favour a sustainable way of life.

Bertrand Duflos "acting on my 
own" 13-Mar overarching A relevant indicator on ground transport might be ‘proportion of ground transport in privately owned personal 

car’ (ie, private car vs shared/public transport).

Claudio de 
Moura Castro

NORRAG, 
Positivo 13-Mar overarching

Looking at this collection of indicators, each reader will likely find that his own area is insufficiently covered. 
That is to be expected. Hence, considering my past interest in training, it should be no surprise that  I find  that  
the subject has been  short changed.

The major indicator of training activities appears as something that youth may be doing, instead of being 
unemployed or in the informal sector. By any stretch of the imagination, this piece of information is too meager, 
considering that training – in all its manifestations - is a time-consuming, enormously  expensive endeavor and 
a major determinant of productivity.

Training should be treated as a stand-alone and legitimate complement to academic education and given more 
attention. As it stands, it is almost an after- thought, without a life of its own. It is merely something people do, 
instead of being idle.

Indicators should help us understand the world. If all we know is that training fills the time of some youth, we 
miss on the critical question: Do those who have had training in the past have better chances of not being in 
the NEET category?

The suggested indicator of training – now rechristened as school-to-work programs – is quite slippery. It 
purports to “measure the proportion of adolescents who are offered programs that enable them to transition 
from school to employability and work…”.

Suppose that the entire country has 10 vacancies for training – in whatever. Suppose all youth are offered a 
place and all of them refuse to take it. According to the indicator, 100% of youth have been offered school-to-
work programs. Perfection!

Suppose we interpret differently the definition and consider only those programs that effectively lead to jobs. 
What  about  all the youth  who enrolled in  training programs and could not find a job afterwards? Even though 
they cost money, those programs do not exist? (cont.)
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Claudio de 
Moura Castro

NORRAG, 
Positivo 13-Mar overarching

To disconnect the school-to-work programs from regular education is quite a task. The Dual System is what? 
And Technical Schools? And the Comprehensive High Schools of the United States? In the real world, the 
difference between success and failure in leading youth to meaningful jobs lies in the good fit between the 
solutions and the problems. Unless we understand the intricacies and merits of each scheme, there is little we 
can learn. Therefore, creating such a lame indicator is of little help in dealing with the NEET issue.

Another difficulty is the treatment of the informal sector as the ugly nemesis of meaningful employment. 
Decades after the first papers on the informal sector were written, under the umbrella of the ILO, it is quite 
disappointing to see such a naïve and narrow use of the concept.

In more traditional societies, the standard mode of employment is defined today as informal. And it still 
survives, in the case in many jobs, all over the world. And it is real employment in real jobs. Some are 
demeaning, some are not.

To illustrate the definitional quandaries, why is so little is said about the informal sector in the United States? 
One of the reasons is the high flexibility of legal employment in that nation. The same job would be classified 
as informal in most other countries.

One should not associate the informal sector with poverty or precariousness. What about youth who work in 
family business, helping in a thousand different ways? In countries where formal employment entails much 
higher costs for the employers, by mutual consent, to work without a contract is a better deal for both sides – 
sometimes, in high paying jobs.

A case in point is the university professor who engages in consultancy, with no formal contracts. Is that not to 
be considered the informal sector?

To sum up, the impression one gathers from examining what the paper includes in training suggests that, 
indeed, the issue has been short-changed. Compared to the more complete and plentiful indicators of 
education, what is included in training is too little and too muddled to be of any use for policy making.

David Kenneth 
Waldman

To Love 
Children 
Educational 
Foundation 
International 
Inc.

13-Mar overarching

RE: Written Comments as follow up to conference call. 

1. A focus on Inputs is required and measured and evaluated in order to determine what has contribute to 
individual or multiple indicator outputs of the 100 indicators to measure sustainable development. A systems 
approach is required which includes multi and trans disciplinary methods to solve complex social issues. 

2. Collaborative Approach across sectors, stakeholders, and actors. An example is our NGO’s collaborative 
partnership approach to develop and garner support for Healthy and Smart, a HIV/AIDS prevention curriculum 
strategy. Focus is purposely placed on an action research methodology based in theory and evidence. The 
programmatic method is incremental and encompasses a transdisciplinary and culturally appropriate 
approach. In particular, our method instigates effective social change and public policy by forming collaborative 
partnerships. The essence of collaborative partnerships with key public policy and administrative actors is its 
alignment with a nation’s social development policy position. Critical to the development of a comprehensive 
action research approach is investing time to explore each social factor fully. Healthy and Smart HIV/AIDS 
Prevention Program for Youth exemplifies a participatory program development model for public managers. 

3. Increased emphasis on mental health, health, happiness, of children that are the most vulnerable built into 
each of the 100 indicators. (cont.)

David Kenneth 
Waldman

To Love 
Children 
Educational 
Foundation 
International 
Inc.

13-Mar overarching

4. Gender Justice 
              Implications for Social Change 
A positive result of each 100 indicators may lead to positive social change by providing policy makers with 
evidence that if local governmental leaders employ an integrated approach with reference to the Waldman 
model, local cultural rights may be more effectively adapted to the CRC. The *Waldman model represents a 
process of expanding the application of a UN human rights approach to gender equality outcomes. I assume 
that this is based on a new premise that when children human rights are viewed as a function of the effect of a 
girl‘s access to gender justice and a culture‘s response to social development, the outcome may be gender 
equality.
* emergent girl child gender justice theory; children human rights is a function of the effect of a girl‘s access to 
gender justice and a culture‘s response to social development with an outcome of gender equality, HR =ƒ (GJ) 
+ CR + SD = GE.

Recommendation

recommend along with a colleague Jill Sen who works for a NGO with General Consultative Status for an 
established NGO; that all NGO’s, governments, in their quadrennial or other reports to the UN have a section 
of how they worked collaboratively and any request or need for additional partnerships. This data would be 
placed into a database and civil society and government can create better matches for specific goals instead of 
working independently.  UN partnership is already in place but no mechanism to share that would allow actors 
to collaborate to meet specific indicators.  

Conclusion

If the UN, UN WOMEN, civil society and all agencies, IMF, World Bank for example seek the top multinational 
corporations best operational business managers, methods, and experts, an operational organizational 
approach will ensure results.  Business is results driven and would merge capabilities and resources to reach 
Post 2015 and MDG’s goals

David 
Schellenberg

Roll Back 
Malaria's 
Monitoring 
and 
Evaluation 
Reference 
Group

13-Mar overarching

We welcome the inclusion of malaria indicators to track progress towards the SDGs. This opportunity to 
comment comes at a time when the WHO Global Technical Strategy 2016-2025 (GTS) for malaria control is 
being developed in parallel with Roll Back Malaria's second Global Malaria Action Plan (GMAP-2). More details 
about these activities, including timing, is available on request. It will be vital to co-ordinate the development of 
the SDGs, GTS and GMAP-2.
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David 
Schellenberg

Roll Back 
Malaria's 
Monitoring 
and 
Evaluation 
Reference 
Group

13-Mar overarching

Both WHO and the Roll Back Malaria Partnership's Monitoring and Evaluation Reference Group (MERG) have 
been responsible for developing standardised malaria indicators and co-ordinating stakeholders to use them. 
Both WHO and the MERG should be involved in finalising the malaria indicators to track progress towards the 
SDGs. The indicators and approach to measuring them should be harmonised with the GTS and GMAP-2 
activities. We are happy to co-ordinate these interactions.

David 
Schellenberg

Roll Back 
Malaria's 
Monitoring 
and 
Evaluation 
Reference 
Group

13-Mar overarching
Please reconsider the term 'tier 2' indicators. This suggests they are less important than others, when in fact 
they may be amongst the most important indicators of progress in a given context. We recommend use of the 
phrases "over-arching indicators" and "country-specific indicators", or similar. [Page 133, lines 9-14]

David 
Schellenberg

Roll Back 
Malaria's 
Monitoring 
and 
Evaluation 
Reference 
Group

13-Mar 13 42
There is a need for clarity and agreement on how indicator 42 (incidence and death rates associated with 
malaria) will be measured and tracked. This is probably most appropriately done through the World Malaria 
Report, which is compiled annually by WHO's Global Malaria Programme.

David 
Schellenberg

Roll Back 
Malaria's 
Monitoring 
and 
Evaluation 
Reference 
Group

13-Mar 76 2--18 As above. In 2013 WHO GMP convened an Evidence Review Group to agree methodology for estimating 
malaria mortality. 

David 
Schellenberg

Roll Back 
Malaria's 
Monitoring 
and 
Evaluation 
Reference 
Group

13-Mar 72
At least three of the four "tier 2" indicators under target 5a need updating. See below for proposed revised 
indicators but please note that these are not yet finalised - it is possible that others (such as parasite 
prevalence by age) will be developed. 

David 
Schellenberg

Roll Back 
Malaria's 
Monitoring 
and 
Evaluation 
Reference 
Group

13-Mar 72 Lines 34-37

"Proportion of children under 5 with fever who are treated with appropriate anti-malarial drugs (MDG Indicator). 
The percentage of children aged 0–59 months who were ill with a fever in the two weeks before the survey and 
who received any anti-malarial drugs during that time. "

WHO now recommends a parasitological test before treatment and hence this indicator has been discontinued. 

David 
Schellenberg

Roll Back 
Malaria's 
Monitoring 
and 
Evaluation 
Reference 
Group

13-Mar 72 Lines 41-43

"Percent fever treated with antimalarial drugs (in endemic areas).This is similar to the MDG indicator on 
children under 5 with fever who are treated with appropriate anti-malarial drugs, but expands coverage to all 
age groups. " 

WHO now recommends a parasitological test before treatment and hence this indicator has been discontinued. 

David 
Schellenberg

Roll Back 
Malaria's 
Monitoring 
and 
Evaluation 
Reference 
Group

13-Mar 72 Lines 38-40

"Proportion of children under 5 sleeping under insecticide-treated bed nets (MDG Indicator). The proportion of 
children aged 0–59 months who slept under an insecticide-treated mosquito net the night prior to the survey. "

WHO now recommends universal coverage thus the indicators should be for all age groups, with break-downs 
for particular populations at high risk such as <5 and pregnant women. 

David 
Schellenberg

Roll Back 
Malaria's 
Monitoring 
and 
Evaluation 
Reference 
Group

13-Mar 72 Lines 44-47

"Percent pregnant women receiving malaria IPT (in endemic areas). Malaria in pregnancy affects both the 
mother and the fetus. Intermittent preventive treatment in pregnancy (IPT) can effectively prevent malaria in 
pregnant women; all pregnant women in moderate- to high- malaria-transmission areas should receive IPT. "

If IPTp is to be tracked then the number and timing of doses should be considered. See below for proposed 
revised indicators.

David 
Schellenberg

Roll Back 
Malaria's 
Monitoring 
and 
Evaluation 
Reference 
Group

13-Mar 37 Line 19

The following is a list of ten malaria indicators currently being considered for the GTS. Those with an asterisk 
are considered higher priority:

Coverage
Proportion of population who slept under an ITN the previous night*
Proportion of population protected by IRS within the last 12 Months
Proportion of women who received three or more doses of IPTp during ANC visits during their last pregnancy
Percentage of suspected malaria cases that receive a parasitological test*
Proportion of confirmed malaria cases that receive first-line antimalarial treatment according to national policy*
% of districts reporting monthly number of suspected malaria cases, number of cases receiving a diagnostic 
test and number of confirmed malaria cases

Impact
Malaria deaths per 100 000 persons per year*
Confirmed malaria cases (microscopy or RDT) per 1000 persons per year*
Parasite prevalence: proportion of children aged 6-59 months with malaria infection
Number of new countries in which malaria has been eliminated.

Dirk Jarré
European 
Federation of 
Older Persons 

13-Mar overarching

Adjustment to the population dynamics, in particular to population ageing, is not well reflected in suggested 
targets or in the list of proposed indicators. In addition to the voluntary reduction of fertility (target 02c), there is 
a need to address population ageing specifically.  Population ageing already does and will continue impact 
sustainable development across the world.  Including at least one or two indicators such as life expectancy at 
birth and the age of 65 would be useful. 

Dirk Jarré
European 
Federation of 
Older Persons 

13-Mar overarching

Age-related aspects should be taken into account under most of the goals. Omission of age-related 
discrimination under the Goal 4: Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion, and Human Rights or targets 
addressing only children and maternity health and wellbeing but ignoring older population needs under the 
Goal 5: Achieve Health and Wellbeing at All Ages are the obvious examples.
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Dirk Jarré
European 
Federation of 
Older Persons 

13-Mar 61

We suggest complementing the Target 04a “Monitor and end discrimination and inequalities in public service 
delivery, the rule of law, access to justice, and participation in political and economic life on the basis of gender, 
ethnicity, religion, disability, national origin, and social or other status” by including “age” after “gender” so it 
reads “…on the basis of gender, age, ethnicity…”. 

Dirk Jarré
European 
Federation of 
Older Persons 

13-Mar 67 The Target 4c “Prevent and eliminate violence against individuals, especially women and children” — to 
include an indicator on the abuse and violence against older people

Dirk Jarré
European 
Federation of 
Older Persons 

13-Mar 69 Indicator 34 We suggest introducing disaggregation by age, including groups of older people (65+, 85+)

Dirk Jarré
European 
Federation of 
Older Persons 

13-Mar 75 Indicator 40 We suggest to add the indicator “Healthy life expectancy at age 65” to reflect the Goal (Achieve health and well-
being at all ages) 

Dirk Jarré
European 
Federation of 
Older Persons 

13-Mar 78

In the Target 5c “Implement policies to promote and monitor healthy diets, physical activity and subjective 
wellbeing; reduce unhealthy behaviors such as tobacco use by [30%] and harmful use of alcohol by [20%]” 
physical activity is mentioned whereas no indicator to measure it was proposed. In this regard we suggest 
introducing an indicator on physical activity disaggregated inter alia by age including groups of older people 
(65+).

Dirk Jarré
European 
Federation of 
Older Persons 

13-Mar 92 Indicator 64 We suggest including an age-friendliness (or eventually disability-friendly environment) aspect into this 
index/indicator

Enrique Pieck

NORRAG, 
Universidad 
Iberoamerican
a Ciudad de 
México

13-Mar overarching

When trying to ensure an effective youth transition to the labor market, it is important to consider the diversity 
of youth and to define precisely what it is understood by labor market and educational enrollment. Therefore, I 
agree that when trying to assess the indicator known as NEET (not in education, training or employment), we 
are obliged to reflect upon the diversity behind each term and to disaggregate by sex, age and education level. 
For example, in Mexico women are the majority within NEET, they are often devoted to housework and that 
does not show in statistics. Also, when assessing youth that are not studying, age and education level are 
crucial because it is different to talk about youth that have finished university or youth that have only finished 
basic or secondary education. Probably young people have abandoned school but are enrolled in short training 
courses. All this lead us to widen the scope of what we consider as ‘not in education’ or ‘not in employment’. 
What are we really referring to by  these indicators?  If a broader concept of NEET is considered then I think 
this indicator could be particularly useful when trying to identify problems and social inclusion policies in low-
income countries. It is more feasible to find indicators that  show the amount of  young people enrolled in short 
non formal training programs than to find indicators that show youngsters involved in the informal sector. But 
these indicators could be very useful in order to reflect on how to deal with problems related to how 
adolescents make a transition from non-formal training courses to the labor market, and also on how to 
improve work competencies provided by training institutions. The point is in low income countries there are 
larger proportions of youth not enrolled in  the formal education system and engaged in the informal sector, a 
broader notion of NEET is needed. This would allow to reflect upon the need to improve the link between non-
formal training programs and the requirements of the labor market (formal and informal).

Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar overarching

Amnesty International particularly welcomes the inclusion of the following indicators: unmet need for family 
planning (indicator 17); birth registration (indicator 26); compliance with recommendations from the Universal 
Periodic Review and UN Treaties (indicator 27); proportion of seats held by women and minorities in national 
parliament and elected office (indicator 28); rate of women subjected to violence by an intimate partner 
(indicator 32); and the percentage of referred cases of sexual and gender-based violence against women and 
children that are investigated and sentenced (indicator 33).

Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar overarching

However, the document fails to explicitly reference states’ existing legally binding human rights obligations – as 
set under treaties such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention to Eliminate all Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The goals, targets and indicators for the new framework should 
be aligned with binding international human rights standards.

In addition, the document does not fully reflect the commitments made at the 1994 International Conference on 
Population and Development (ICPD) and at the 1995 Fourth World Conference on Women to strengthen 
women and girls’ sexual and reproductive health and rights by providing universal access to family planning 
and sexual and reproductive health information and services. The ICPD Programme of Action has been signed 
by 179 members states committed to providing universal access to family planning and sexual and 
reproductive health services and reproductive rights, and delivering gender equality, empowerment of women 
and equal access to education for girls.

Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar overarching

Amnesty International proposes that indicators 26 and 28 should be broader in scope and that indicator 15 
should be deleted. We also believe the proposed framework would be strengthened by the addition of 
supplementary indicators relating to: sexual and reproductive rights; violence against women; representation of 
women; the right to information; access to justice; and ensuring that laws and policies for implementation of 
post 2015 goals are consistent with human rights standards. Our suggested indicators are set out below in our 
comments on specific sections of the document. Our suggested indicators are not intended to constitute an 
exhaustive list.

Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar overarching

Amnesty International is aware that SDSN has requested comments regarding the proposed indicators only 
(rather than the goals and targets). However, we remain of the view that the proposed goals and targets should 
be strengthened, in particular by including a transformative standalone goal on gender equality and women’s 
empowerment (including a target on sexual and Reproductive health and rights) and by including specific 
targets on: access to justice (not only in relation to violence against women but to provide justice for all civil, 
political, economic, social and cultural rights related to post 2015 development goals); the right to information; 
and on ensuring laws and policies for implementation of post-2015 goals are consistent with human rights 
standards. Amnesty International is particularly concerned that target 2c, which proposes “a rapid voluntary 
reduction of fertility through the realization of sexual and reproductive health rights”, is inconsistent with a 
human rights-based approach and with the commitments made by states at the ICPD. We also welcome the 
inclusion of a goal on governance (goal 10: Transform Governance and Technologies for Sustainable 
Development). We particularly welcome the references made to accountability and access to information. 
However, we consider that the targets included under the goal (targets 10a and 10b) could be strengthened by 
going beyond support for the SDGs, integrated reporting process and public financing to include more robust 
targets and indicators relating to accountability more broadly, recognizing the significant contribution that it can 
make to improved development outcomes. Effective accountability built into the post 2015 framework will not 
only allow individuals and communities to hold States to account for their progress, but also allow the latter to 
monitor their record against an objective set of rights-based indicators.
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Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar 50 Line 1

Comments on SDSN proposals
·   Amnesty International remains opposed to target 2c: rapid  voluntary reduction of fertility through the 
realization of sexual and reproductive health rights in countries with total fertility rates above [3] children per 
woman and a continuation of voluntary fertility reductions in countries where total fertility rates are above 
replacement level. Having reduction of fertility as a target is problematic from a human rights perspective. The 
focus on fertility reduction is not rights-based because it makes women's fertility the object of policy to be 
influenced. A rights-based approach to fertility ensures that women and couples are enabled to make free and 
informed choices about whether and when to have children, independently of whether this leads them to have 
a particular number of children.
·   179 states committed at the ICPD to providing universal access to family planning and sexual and 
reproductive health services and reproductive rights, and delivering gender equality, empowerment of women 
and equal access to education for girls.
·   Sexual and reproductive health and rights constitute key human rights obligations and are crucial for both 
sustainable development and gender equality. They are central to the empowerment of individuals, in particular 
of women and girls, to be in control of their own lives and to be able to fully enjoy their other human rights. 
Respect for sexual and reproductive health and rights are strongly and intrinsically linked to people’s ability to 
develop their full potential, and hence to their contribution to the broader development of our societies.
·   Further, a focus on short-term change risks a move away from voluntariness (unacceptable in terms of 
human rights) or towards apparent 'quick fixes', such as increased availability of contraception which - by 
themselves - may not further individuals' enjoyment of human rights. Instead the focus should be on the full 
realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights as an end in itself and in accordance with states’ 
existing commitments.

Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar 50 Indicators 

15, 16, 17

Comments on SDSN proposals
·   It is stated that target 2c tracks the extent to which governments create the legal and policy environment for 
individuals in general, but women in particular, to exercise their sexual and reproductive rights (line 9). In 
Amnesty International’s view the proposed indicators (15: total fertility rate, 16: contraceptive prevalence rate 
and 17: unmet need for family planning) are insufficient to achieve the realization of sexual and reproductive 
health and rights.
·   We disagree with the inclusion of indicator 15 (total fertility rate) for the same reasons we disagree with 
target 2c, namely that the objective of reducing fertility is inconsistent with a human rights-based approach and 
with the ICPD commitments made by states. In Amnesty International’s view, indicator 15 should be removed.
·   We strongly agree with the inclusion of indicator 17 (unmet need for family planning).
·   The document must explicitly recognise state members are legally bound by obligations on the right to 
health which include four essential elements: accessibility, adequacy, availability and quality. Availability: 
functioning public health and health care facilities, goods and services, as well as programmes in sufficient 
quantity. Accessibility: health facilities, goods and services accessible to everyone, which include non-
discrimination, physical accessibility, affordability,  information  accessibility. Acceptability: all health facilities, 
goods and services must be respectful of medical ethics and culturally appropriate, as well as sensitive to 
gender and life-cycle requirements. Quality: health facilities, goods and services must be scientifically and 
medically appropriate and of good quality.
·   Our evidence shows that those most at risk to discrimination in enjoying their right to health are the 
individuals and groups who face various forms of discrimination due to their race, ethnicity, gender, age, 
immigration or other social status or because of they live in poverty. Addressing the underlying factors of health 
includes also addressing structural inequality and discrimination that negatively affect individuals’ access to 
health services and information.
·   There is also a lack of focus on access to justice for violations of sexual and reproductive rights. It is crucial 
to include also an explicit reference to accountability mechanisms that will enable people to access justice and 
remedies when their right to  health has been violated. These means ensuring   accessible   grievance   
mechanisms   and   removing   barriers, (cont.)

Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar 50 Indicators 

15, 16, 17

including gender specific ones, that people encounter in accessing justice and remedies both within the health 
and legal systems.

Amnesty International proposals
Amnesty International suggests the following supplementary indicators as possible means of measuring the 
realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights, in addition to the unmet need for family planning 
(indicator 17):
1.     Access to safe abortion and post abortion care
2.     Access to maternal health services– including post-abortion care, delivery and post-partum care as well 
as services addressing maternal morbidity
3.     Access to adolescent and youth-friendly reproductive sexual and reproductive health services and 
information, including comprehensive sexuality education
4.     Access to prevention, screening and treatment of reproductive cancers, Reproductive Tract Infections, 
Sexually-Transmitted Infections and HIV/AIDS
5.     Levels of access to reproductive technologies disaggregated by geographical origin, wealth quintile and 
other relevant grounds in each country stemming from discrimination and inequality
6.     Existence of laws against discrimination and stigma around sexuality, sexual orientation or gender identity 
or HIV status
7.     Existence of laws and policies that provide protection from forced sterilization, forced abortion, forced 
marriage and harmful practices justified by culture, religion or tradition
8.     Existence of policies and programmes that address the social and cultural patterns of conduct based on 
the idea of the inferiority or the superiority of either of the sexes or on stereotyped roles for men and women 
(cont.)

Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar 50 Indicators 

15, 16, 17

9.     Absence of criminal laws and punitive sanctions that regulate sexual and reproductive choices and 
behaviour, including through criminalization of abortion, same-sex relations, sex outside marriage, HIV 
transmission, and promoting sexual and reproductive health and rights related information
10.  Absence of laws that require third party consent to access sexual and reproductive health information and 
services
11.  Levels of access to the justice system by women and girls including provision of legal aid services to 
women and girls where their sexual and reproductive rights are violated;
12.  Levels of access to awareness raising about rights and entitlements; and availability of justice 
mechanisms at the local level to provide remedies;
13.  Availability of monitoring and accountability systems within the healthcare system, including 
grievance/complaint mechanisms at the facility level and maternal death reviews;
14.  Existence of a justice mechanism (court, National human rights institution, Ombudsperson) that has the 
mandate to adjudicate violations of right to health and sexual and reproductive rights and provide effective 
remedies, and which exercises these powers.
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Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar 61 Line 8

Comments on SDSN proposals
·   Target 4a aims to “monitor and end discrimination and inequalities in public service delivery, the rule of law, 
access to justice, and participation
in political and economic life on the basis of gender, ethnicity, religion, disability, national origin, and social or 
other status”.
·   Amnesty International believes that the indicators for this target need to be significantly strengthened in 
terms of access to justice and accountability more generally. At present there is no indicator for the access to 
justice element of target 4a.  Importantly, the right to information is also omitted.
·   Ensuring accountability within the new development framework is fundamentally important. Access to justice 
is a vital form of accountability. Human rights create obligations on states and when states fail to meet those 
obligations individual or groups must have access to justice in order to claim their rights and when harm has 
occurred because of state’s failure to meet its obligations, to seek an effective remedy.
·   Effective accountability built into the post 2015 framework will not only allow individuals and communities to 
hold States to account for their progress, but also allow the latter to monitor their record against an objective 
set of rights-based indicators. In this respect human rights are a key tool in enhancing developmental progress 
based on a clear, consistent set of measurable indicators grounded in existing legal obligations. Effective 
accountability for human rights will make progress less uneven and will benefit the most marginalized people. 
(cont.)

Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar 61 Line 8

Amnesty International proposals
Amnesty International proposes that the following indicators be included to measure access to justice:
1.     Proportion of males and females whose human rights related to the post 2015 goals are protected under 
national law
2.     Proportion of males and females who have access to a relevant national mechanism and which is 
affordable
Amnesty International proposes that an indicator on the right to information is included, to ensure guaranteed 
access to information for all relevant to the post 2015 development goals. Potential indicators could include:
1.     Proportion of people with a legal entitlement to information held by public bodies provided within 30 days 
without arbitrary barriers.
2.     Proportion of people who apply to access information, and whose requests are accepted, disaggregated 
by gender and the other most relevant grounds of discrimination, including ethnicity and disability.

Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar 61 Indicator 26

Comments on SDSN proposals
Amnesty International strongly supports the inclusion of indicator 26 “Percentage of children under age 5 
whose birth is registered with a civil authority”. However, we believe that the indicator should extend to people 
of all ages rather than only children under 5 and it should explicitly refer to women. Many people, in particular 
women and those living in poverty, experience barriers in accessing justice when their human rights have been 
violated due to a lack of a recognized form of identity. The Commission on Legal Empowerment of the Poor 
has stated that ensuring everyone has the fundamental right to identity is critical for the legal empowerment of 
the poor.

Amnesty International proposals
Amnesty International proposes that the indicator be re-framed in the following terms:
1.   Proportion of males and females who are registered and have a recognized form of identity

Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar 62 Indicator 27

Comments on SDSN proposals
·   Amnesty International strongly supports the inclusion of indicator 27: “compliance with recommendations 
from the Universal Periodic Review and UN Treaties”. The inclusion of this indicator would serve to enhance 
accountability within the post 2015 framework.
·   The MDG accountability framework was largely divorced from national and international human rights 
accountability mechanisms, meaning states could report on their progress towards the MDGs with no 
reference to their human rights obligations and without taking into account the outcomes of the scrutiny of their 
human rights performance as carried out by Treaty monitoring bodies. In the absence of accountability, there is 
no pressure on states to meet their obligations.

Amnesty International proposals
Amnesty International suggests the following supplementary indicators could also be used to measure the 
implementation of human rights commitments and to ensure laws and policies for implementation of post 2015 
goals are consistent with human rights standards:
1.     Proportion of national laws and policies relevant to post 2015 goals that have been reviewed nationally for 
consistency with international standards through a transparent process involving public participation, including 
a transformative gender assessment.
2.     Proportion of intergovernmental organization policies relevant to the post 2015 goals that have been 
reviewed for consistency with international standards through a transparent process involving public 
participation, including a transformative gender assessment.
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Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar 62 Indicator 28

Comments on SDSN proposals
·   Amnesty International supports the inclusion of indicator 28: proportion of seats held by women and 
minorities in national parliament and/or sub- national elected office according to their respective share of the 
population (revised MDG Indicator).
·   However, Amnesty International proposes that the indicator should be broader in scope so that it is not 
limited to parliament and elected offices. Governments have an obligation to put in place practical mechanisms 
to realize the right of women and girls to active, informed participation in all forms of decision-making that 
affects them.
·   It is important to include a measure for representation within the justice sector in order to strengthen 
accountability for violations based on gender discrimination. This should not be limited to the judiciary, but also 
to other institutions relevant to the protection of rights, for example, regulatory bodies for public services, quasi-
judicial administrative tribunals and national human rights institutions.
·   Indicators should also assess barriers to women’s right to vote in all elections and referendums, and  to be 
elected to  all  levels and  in  all branches of government.

Amnesty International proposals
Amnesty International suggests the following indicator would better measure gender discrimination in terms of 
female participation:
1.     Representation of women in legislatures, in the police, senior officials in the executive and in other state 
institutions, including the judiciary and other independent bodies.
Supplementary indicators could assess barriers to women’s right to vote in all elections and referendums, and 
to be elected to all levels and in all branches of government, for example:
2.     Percentage of respondents who tend to agree or strongly agree that ‘women should have the same 
chance of being elected to political office as men’ Proportion of those of voting age who agree or strongly 
agree that on the whole, men make better political leaders than women do.
3.     Proportion of women and target groups included in the membership of national political parties or 
presented as candidate for election
4.     Number of political parties registered or recognized at national level

Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar 67 Line 1

Comments on SDSN proposals
·   Target 4c aims to prevent and  eliminate violence against individuals, especially women and children. 
Amnesty International strongly supports the inclusion of this target. Gender equality and women’s 
empowerment can only be achieved if violence against women is effectively addressed.
·   According to the United Nations, 7 out of 10 women worldwide report having experienced physical and/or 
sexual violence at some point in their lifetime. Violence against women and girls has been recognized as a 
form of discrimination and a human rights violation. The Programme of Action of the ICPD also recognizes that 
gender-based violence affects both women’s health and their status in society. Under international law, states 
have an obligation to prevent, investigate, prosecute and protect women from acts of violence against women. 
Central to achieving this is ensuring that women who are subjected to violence can access justice and 
remedies for the harm they have suffered.

Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar 67 Indicator 32

Amnesty International strongly supports the inclusion of indicator 32: rate of women subjected to violence in 
the last 12 months by an intimate partner.

Amnesty International proposals
Amnesty International believes that the addition of the following supplementary indicators would strengthen 
efforts to prevent and eliminate violence against women, including assessing changes in perceptions, attitudes 
and behaviours that condone violence against women and girls:
1.     Prevalence of non-partner violence
2.     Percentage of people who think it is never justifiable for a man to beat his wife and the reverse
3.   Change in social norms on early and forced marriage

Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar 67 Indicator 33

Comments on SDSN proposals
Amnesty International supports the inclusion of indicator 33: percentage of referred cases of sexual and 
gender-based violence against women and children that are investigated and sentenced. However, Amnesty 
International does not consider the indicator to be sufficient to ensure access to justice for women who are 
subjected to violence.

Amnesty International proposals
Amnesty International suggests the following supplementary indicators:
1.     Levels of access to support services, justice and remedies to women and girl survivors of sexual violence
2.     Existence of legislation on violence against women and its enforcement

Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar 122 Line 1

"Comments on SDSN proposals
·   Amnesty International welcomes the inclusion of Goal 10: Transform Governance and Technologies for 
Sustainable Development. We strongly agree with the proposal that that “the public sector, business, and other 
stakeholders commit to good governance, including transparency, accountability, access to information, 
participation” (line 4). However, we consider that the targets included under the goal are insufficient to achieve 
that objective and robust targets and indicators on accountability more broadly should be included.
·   As set out above, ensuring accountability within the new development framework is fundamentally 
important. Access to justice, the right to information and the consistency of implementing laws and policies with 
human rights standards are all vital forms of accountability. Human rights create obligations on states and 
when states fail to meet those obligations individual or groups must have access to justice in order to claim 
their rights and when harm has occurred because of state’s failure to meet its obligations, to seek an effective 
remedy. Effective accountability built into the post 2015 framework will not only allow individuals and 
communities to hold States to account for their progress, but also allow the latter to monitor their record 
against an objective set of rights-based indicators. In this respect human rights are a key tool in enhancing 
developmental progress based on a clear, consistent set of measurable indicators grounded in existing legal 
obligations. Effective accountability for human rights will make progress less uneven and will benefit the most 
marginalized people.

Amnesty International proposals
We propose the following three targets and seven indicators (as also set out above in our comments on Target 
4a. and indicators 26 and 27) to strengthen accountability within the post-2015 framework:

Target 1: All persons have access to a mechanism which is affordable and
able to provide justice for the civil, political, cultural, economic and social rights related to the post 2015 
development goals
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Iain Byrne Amnesty 
International 13-Mar 122 Line 1

Proposed indicators:
1.     Proportion of males and females whose human rights related to the post 2015 goals are protected under 
national law
2.     Proportion of males and females who have access to a relevant national mechanism and which is 
affordable
3.     Proportion of males and females who are registered and have a recognized form of identity

Target 2: Ensure everyone guaranteed access to information on the relevant post 2015 development goals
Proposed indicators:
1.     Proportion of people with a legal entitlement to information held by public bodies provided within 30 days 
without arbitrary barriers.
2.     Proportion of people who apply to access information, and whose requests are accepted, disaggregated 
by gender and the other most relevant grounds of discrimination, including ethnicity and disability.

Target 3: Laws and policies for the implementation of post 2015 development goals are consistent with human 
rights standards
1.     Proportion of national laws and policies relevant to post 2015 goals that have been reviewed nationally for 
consistency with international standards through a transparent process involving public participation, including 
a transformative gender assessment.
2.     Proportion of intergovernmental organization policies relevant to the post 2015 goals that have been 
reviewed for consistency with international standards through a transparent process involving public 
participation, including a transformative gender assessment."
·   Amnesty International welcomes the inclusion of Goal 10: Transform Governance and Technologies for 
Sustainable Development. We strongly agree with the proposal that that “the public sector, business, and other 
stakeholders commit to good governance, including transparency, accountability, access to information, 
participation” (line 4). However, we consider that the targets included under the goal are insufficient to achieve 
that objective and robust targets and indicators on accountability more broadly should be included.

Ignacio Socías

International 
Federation for 
Family 
Development

13-Mar overarching

"Proposed Indicators for the Sustainable Development Goals

[Version 10 March 2014]

The UN Secretary-General has mentioned in one of his Reports that “the twentieth anniver- sary of the 
International Year of the Family, coming (in 2014) on the eve of the target year of the Millennium Development 
Goals, gives us an opportunity to refocus on the role of families in development… The Millennium 
Development targets, especially those relating to the re- duction of poverty, education of children and reduction 
in maternal mortality, are difficult to attain unless the strategies to achieve them focus on the family … In effect, 
the very achieve- ment of development goals depends on how well families are empowered to contribute to the 
achievement of those goals.”

United Nations, ‘Follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family and beyond’, Report 
of the Secretary- General, 29 November 2010 (A/66/62).
Available at: http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=A/66/62

The long-standing efforts of United Nations to protect human Rights has empowerment at its core and has 
been enriched during the past years with the goal of empowering the world’s women and empowering the next 
generation through the work on youth. I feel that adding families to the agenda would be another step forward, 
provided it includes the removal of all barriers to the active participation of families in society, especially 
including decisions on investments in health, housing and education. Too often, the time, effort and money 
families invest in their children finds no social or economic incentive by the society benefitting from them, 
because there are no political instruments to implement it. (cont.)

Ignacio Socías

International 
Federation for 
Family 
Development

13-Mar overarching

And this step would in return help also women and children, as they are part of the family. “Women, children 
and youth are among the major priorities for the United Nations and will remain a top priority in the post-2015 
development strategy. Adding families to this agenda would be a step forward in the direction of empowerment 
and reduction of inequality and contribute to the achievement of sustainable development goals.

United Nations, ‘Preparations for and observance of the twentieth anniversary of the International Year of the 
Family in 2014’, Report of the Secretary-General, 3 December 2013 (A/69/61).
Available at: http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=A/69/61%E2%80%93%20E/2014/4 (cont.)
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The logical consequence would be for the post 2015 development agenda “to create a condu- cive 
environment to strengthen and support all families, recognizing that equality between women and men and 
respect for all the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all family members are essential to family well-
being and to society at large, noting the importance of reconciliation of work and family life and recognizing the 
principle of shared parental re- sponsibility for the upbringing and development of the child.”
United Nations, ‘Preparations for and observance of the twentieth anniversary of the International Year of the 
Family’, Resolu- tion adopted by the General Assembly, 21 February 2013 (A/67/142).
Available at: http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=A/RES/67/142
The High-Level Panel on the Post-2015 Development Agenda recommends that a limited number of goals and 
targets be adopted in the post-2015 development agenda, and that each should be SMART: specific, 
measurable, attainable, relevant and time-bound. Each goal should solve a critical issue, and have a strong 
impact on sustainable development, based on

existing research; encapsulate a compelling message on issues that energise people, compa- nies and 
governments; be easy to understand and communicate without jargon; be measura- ble, using credible and 
internationally comparable indicators, metrics and data, and subject to monitoring; be widely applicable in 
countries with different levels of income, and in those emerging from conflict or recovering from natural 
disaster; be grounded in the voice of peo- ple, and the priorities identified during consultations, especially 
children, youth, women and marginalized and excluded groups; be consensus-based, whenever possible built 
on UN member states’ existing agreements, while also striving to go beyond previous agreements to make 
people’s lives better.
Whenever possible, they should reflect what people want, without dictating how they should get there.

Cfr. United Nations (2013), ‘A New Global Partnership: Eradicate Poverty And Transform Economies Through 
Sustainable Development - The Report of the High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 
Development Agenda’.
Available at: http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf. (cont.)
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End Poverty and Social Exclusion
Social exclusion is multi-dimensional in that it encompasses income poverty, unemployment, access to 
education, information, childcare and health facilities, living conditions, as well as social participation. It is multi-
layered insofar as the causes of exclusion can be at the nation- al, community, household or individual level.
Cfr. Eurostat, ‘Combating poverty and social exclusion: A statistical portrait of the EU 2010’,
Available at: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-EP-09-001/ EN/KS-EP-09-001-EN.PDF.
A variety of family-oriented policies aim at poverty reduction. For instance, gender —and child—sensitive social 
protection policies addressing family poverty and reducing the vulner- ability of younger and older generations 
have been increasingly mainstreamed in the Europe- an Union. In particular, social transfer programmes 
sustaining the vulnerable families are indispensable to changing the structure of opportunities and are key to 
reducing the inter- generational transfer of poverty and inequality. The provision of child benefits and a variety 
of tax incentives for families with children are also seen as contributing to the reduction in both child poverty, 
family poverty and overall poverty rates. Quality child care provision is also a strategy to reduce poverty by 
facilitating parental employment.
Cfr. European Expert Group Meeting Convened as part of preparations for the Twentieth Anniversary of the 
International Year of the Family (2014) in cooperation with the Focal Point on the Family (United Nations 
DESA) – Brussels, 6-8 June 2012.
Available at: http://www.family2014.org/egmb.php.
Indicator: Specific assistance for families in transition, low income families, lone parent families, large families 
as well as families with older persons and persons with disabilities.
Some reports have shown that there is a demonstrated link between youth unemployment and social 
exclusion. An inability to find employment creates a sense of uselessness and idle- ness among young people 
that can lead to increased crime, mental health problems, violence, conflicts and drug taking.
Cfr. ILO (2010), ‘Global Employment Trends for Youth - Special issue on the impact of the global economic 
crisis on youth’.
Available at: http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---emp_elm/---
trends/documents/publication/wcms_143349.pdf. (cont.)
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Indicator: Tax incentives for employing and training young people under 25 who are un- employed.

Given that gainful employment is considered the single most important factor in combating poverty, policies 
aiming at facilitating work-family balance have a key role in development. Moreover, since poverty rates are 
lower in dual-earner households, policies responding to the realities of dual-earner families are needed to 
reduce poverty and make it easier for both par- ents to combine their work and family responsibilities.

Family policies in support of employed parents typically include parental leave, early child- hood care and 
education and flexible working arrangements. Parental leave policies and the provision of child care and 
dependent care have been identified as contributing to progress in the attainment of the Millennium 
Development Goals relating to poverty reduction, gender equality, child mortality and maternal health.

Cfr. United Nations, ‘Preparations for and observance of the twentieth anniversary of the International Year of 
the Family in 2014’ - Report of the Secretary-General (A/68/61–E/2013/3).
Available at: http://www.family2014.org/undocs/RSG68612012.pdf.

Indicator: Duration and conditions of parental/maternity/paternity leave policies and provision of child care and 
dependent care.

Achieve Gender Equality

Household services cover a broad range of activities that contribute to well-being at home of families and 
individuals: child care, long term care for the elderly and for persons with disa- bilities, cleaning, remedial 
classes, home repairs, gardening, information and communica- tions technology support, etc.
One can distinguish between ‘care’ activities and ‘non-care’ activities, depending on the state of being of the 
recipient of the service or his/her needs. One can say that care services are provided to (dependent) persons 
with special needs —long-term care for older people, care services to disabled persons, childcare services—, 
while ‘non-care’ services will rather be pro- vided so as to improve the well-being of the recipients.

However it is important to note that the same service (e.g., cleaning the home) can be consid- ered as part of 
the overall care provided to a dependent person, or just a convenience service helping non-dependent people 

Ignacio Socías

International 
Federation for 
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Development

13-Mar overarching

Two different employment models of service provision should be distinguished: on one side, workers who are 
directly recruited by private individuals or households to perform domestic tasks in their home (‘direct 
employment model’ based on bilateral relationships, the house- hold being the employer); on the other side, 
workers who are employed by an organisation (private or public, for-profit or not) selling the services to 
households (‘employment in ser- vice provider organisations’ model based on trilateral/triangular relationships, 
in which the household is not the employer).

The development of the sector is linked to the improvement of working conditions and quali- ty of the service. 
Working conditions are indeed central to the creation of jobs in this sector. Enhancing working conditions, 
making jobs more attractive, and making the sector more professional are interactive factors. Even though the 
productivity gains in the sector are lim- ited, this does not mean that they cannot exist. They might be linked to 
the development of new information technologies, but also to innovation in organisational processes.

Cfr. Nicolas Farvaque (ORSEU), ‘Developing personal and household services in the EU A focus on 
housework activities’ - Re- port for the DG Employment, Social Affairs and Social Inclusion (January 2013).
Available at: http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=9725&langId=en.(cont.)
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Indicator: Working conditions and formal requirements of household services.

Some families  are facing some state-sponsored discrimination, which includes persistent inequalities in legal, 
policy and institutional provisions and these may prescribe diverse dis- criminatory provisions, including 
property rights, access to justice, laws affecting migrant workers, and family law. This type of discrimination 
may also include observance of diverse institutional practices that violate the rights of women and girls, 
including for example a re- luctance to address prevalent abuse of children and women by school teachers or 
police offic- ers.

In such cases, more than combating state-discrimination, it would be worth to stand for ena- bling people to 
create the family they aspire to. It is about giving the equal opportunities to everyone, especially young people, 
to fulfill their dream of creating a family of their own. In that sense, government should work on the adoption of 
family-friendly measures that could help individuals creating the family they want to. (cont.)

Ignacio Socías
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At the same time, treating everyone equal doesn’t mean we are all the same. It simply means that we can all 
be given equal opportunities at our level and here again families can play a significant role. However, one has 
to note that to be able to give equal opportunities, the de- velopment’s approach will have to be adapted to the 
recipient’s age, capabilities and so on.

Cfr. UNICEF and UN Women, ‘Addressing Inequalities - Synthesis Report of Global Public Consultation on the 
Post-2015 De- velopment Agenda’.
Available at: http://www.worldwewant2015.org/es/node/299198.

Indicator: Tax incentives and public services for parents with children under 18, including reduced taxes on 
goods and services for early childhood products and services.

In the context of increased international competition, employers have voiced the need for a more flexible and 
adaptable workforce, while workers seek job security as well as more flexi- ble working time arrangements. 
Flexible work patterns have an impact on the quality of work and employment but also on the quality of life in 
general. They can be positive for all parties
—companies, workers and their families— if they are the subject of negotiation and if provi- sions are made to 
make them socially acceptable.

Flexicurity can be defined as “an optimal balance between labour market flexibility and secu- rity for employees 
against labour market risks”. The key element that links flexibility and security is trust: if people can have trust 
in change, they might in the future be willing and able to work under more ‘flexible’ terms. A successful 
flexicurity model is based on employ- ment security, accompanied by the necessary social provisions when out 
of the labour mar- ket.

Cfr. Eurofound - European Working Conditions Observatory (EWCO) - Work-life balance - Flexibility.
Available at: http://www.eurofound.europa.eu/ewco/balance/flexibility/index.htm. (cont.)

Ignacio Socías

International 
Federation for 
Family 
Development

13-Mar overarching

Indicator: Level of flexicurity (as defined above) in legal regulation of the labour market.

Achieve Health and Wellbeing at all Ages

The population structure of a growing number of countries is changing and becoming pro- gressively older. A 
steady increase in life expectancy across Europe during the last century led to increased longevity, while in 
more recent decades —from the 1970s onwards— Europe has experienced falling fertility rates. These two 
developments impact upon demographic ageing, a process that has become established in the European 
Union in the last 30 or 40 years and which is expected, by many, to become further entrenched during the next 
half century, as the absolute number and the relative importance of the population of older persons contin- ues 
to grow. These demographic changes will lead to significant challenges for families and individuals —for 
example, it could become commonplace for people to move into retirement while still having one or both of 
their parents alive.

Many of the challenges that arise from population ageing are universal and include:
- Pressure on public budgets and fiscal systems.
- Strains on pension and social security systems.
- Adjusting the economy and in particular workplaces to an ageing labour force.
- Possible labour market shortages as the number of working age persons decreases.
- The likely need for increased numbers of trained healthcare professionals.
- Higher demand for healthcare services and long-term (institutionalised) care.
- Potential conflict between generations over the distribution of resources.

Cfr. Eurostat, ‘Active ageing and solidarity between generations - A statistical portrait of the EU 2012’.
Available at: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-EP-11-001/EN/KS-EP-11-001-EN.PDF. 
(cont.)
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Indicator: Adjustment of the pensions system to present and foreseeable ageing of popula- tion.

Provide Quality Education and Lifelong Learning
Parenting is a recognized cornerstone of children education worldwide, promotes children welfare, anticipates 
conflict and helps in couples’ communication and family stability. During education of children, it is a priority to 
improve relations and learning processes: to reduce misunderstandings, tensions, wounds and increase 
understanding, support and collabora- tion. The development of life skills can make childhood a happier time 
and increase the ma- turity of the youngsters. It represents the best action to prevent the discomfort as well as 
to center goals. The quality of education can evolve by teaching adults to teach with love and firmness, without 
the use of painful stimuli. Kids can learn and be more respected. Another option of intervention is the study of 
relationship skills that can be learned simultaneously by all generations.

Cfr. European Expert Group Meeting Convened as part of preparations for the Twentieth Anniversary of the 
International Year of the Family (2014) in cooperation with the Focal Point on the Family (United Nations 
DESA) – Brussels, 6-8 June 2012.
Available at: http://www.family2014.org/egmb.php. (cont.)
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In terms of formal education, families have a major influence on their children’s achievement in school and 
through life. Many different studies on the subject show that students with in- volved parents, no matter what 
their income or background, are more likely to earn higher grades and test scores, and enrol in higher-level 
programs; be promoted, pass their classes,

and earn credits; attend school regularly; have better social skills, show improved behaviour, and adapt well to 
school; graduate and go on to postsecondary education. In summary, a strong family background and an 
‘informal education’ provided by the family should be re- garded as a pre-requisite of formal education.

Cfr. Mapp-Henderson (2002), ‘A new wave of evidence. The Impact of School, Family and Community 
connections on Student Achievement’, Annual Synthesis 2002, p.7.
Available at: http://www.sedl.org/connections/resources/evidence.pdf.

Indicator: Use of tools that improve individual and family capacities in parenting and communications 
programmes to empower families. WFP congratulates the Sustainable Development Solutions Group with 
another comprehensive and informative report that will certainly enrich the discussions on the Pst-2015 
Development Agenda. WFP welcomes the opportunity to comment on this report, but before doing so we 
would like to note the following.

Joyce Luma World Food 
Programme 13-Mar 35-37 Target 1a

In line with the “Lesson Learned from MDG Monitoring” paper, we should aim to build capacity and ensure the 
national statistical systems have ownership over the SDG indicators. Therefore it is important the SDGs 
facilitate the use of national indicators -such as national poverty line data from household budget surveys.

Target 1a Indicator 2 is a multidimensional indicator yet to be developed. WFP believes that we should rely on 
indicators that has already been developed and used.  Additionally, the proposed indicator appears difficult to 
collect:  to determine correctly whether a household fails to meet any of the 8 identified basic needs, all the 
contributing indicators will need to be collected annually and in the same survey.

Joyce Luma World Food 
Programme 13-Mar 38-40 Target 1b

There is some conceptual confusion in paragraph page 38 line number 4-9 (currently it says something like: 
Hunger covers many dimensions: (i) …macronutrients (ii) …chronic hunger (iii) food security and (iV) 
…micronutrients. The listed dimensions are not consistent with those usually cited in the field of food security; 
they also overlap.   We suggest this section be rewritten.

Page 38, line 31 identifies indicator 3 (stunting prevalence) as an easy indicator to measure and there is a 
reference to biennial collections (line 28). Stunting prevalence will be an important indicator for the post-2015 
framework. However, data collection for stunting prevalence is not easy; instead it is relatively intensive and 
expensive.

Page 39, sentence on line 6 and 7 should be rewritten. Household data cannot be used to assess intra-
household allocation and gender-based food consumption.
Indicator 5 line 13, page 39. Many of these are very difficult to measure. Again we suggest relying on indicators 
already developed and used We suggest focusing on the prevalence of anemia among women at reproductive 
age, and children under five. (cont.)

Joyce Luma World Food 
Programme 13-Mar 38-40 Target 1b

Line 5 and 6 page 40: Share of calories from non-staples. “This simple indicator…” If not based on the national 
Food balance sheet the share of calories from staples is not simple with respect to data collection, as for its 
calculation it needs total calories consumed at household level. Although it could be a valid indicator which 
could be updated on a regular 4-5 year basis, depending on when household income and expenditure surveys 
are available. 

Additionally, we suggest including a light indicator measuring access that could be collected on an annual 
basis. The Food consumption Score, is based on the number of days in a week a household ate each of 8 food 
groups.  As a light proxy for access to adequate food, this module could be added to annual surveys. This 
indicator is already included in LSMS and HIES surveys, and extensively used for monitoring and emergency 
food security assessments.  The World Bank with the World Food Programme would be the leading agencies 
for this indicator. 

Joyce Luma World Food 
Programme 13-Mar 41-43 Target 1c

We appreciate that this target acknowledges the interrelationship between violence, conflict or fragility and 
sustainable development. However, the justification for this target should focus more explicitly on the linkages 
between violence/conflict, poverty and hunger – rather than sustainable development generally. The first two 
indicators for this target--violent injury/death and displacement caused by violence—are appropriate but not 
sufficient measures for addressing structural challenges in conflict-affected states.

To rectify this gap, we recommend the inclusion of one indicator that captures the perceptions of affected 
communities in conflict-affected states. This could be an indicator that measures people’s perception of safety 
for example or perception of measures put in place to address structural challenges.

Also, none of the indicators adequately capture structural issues facing highly vulnerable states. Therefore, we 
recommend two options: 1) adding a multidimensional indicator—such as a composite indicator composed of 
sub-indicators used to measure the 5 dimensions of the New Deal Peacebuilding and Statebuilding Goals; or 
2) include aspects of this target with corresponding indicators in Goals  4 and 10 (human rights, justice, social 
inclusion and good governance). 

Joyce Luma World Food 
Programme 13-Mar 78-81 Target 5c

On Indicator 46 under healthy diets.  We recommend to use the Food Consumption Score to measure dietary 
diversity:

The food consumption score, FCS, is a proxy for food access to adequate food (quantity and quality) as it 
measures the diversity and frequency of food consumed. The FCS is a frequency weighted score based on 
household consumption of 8 food groups over a period of 7 days. It is a light proxy for food access and can be 
used for annual monitoring when the indicators based on HIES are not available.  It has been applied 
extensively during the past 15 years, and several validation studies confirm its validity.

The FCS is well established and has been adopted in the LSMS-ISA surveys (World Bank), and has also been 
incorporated into other household income and economic surveys (HIES) as well as in some welfare and 
monitoring surveys. The World Bank and the World Food Programme would be the leading agencies for this 
indicator.

51



Joyce Luma World Food 
Programme 13-Mar 82-84 Target 6a

Target 6a reads “Ensure sustainable food production systems with high yields and high efficiency of water, soil 
nutrients, and energy, supporting nutritious diets with low food 10 losses and waste “.

Even though “nutritious diets” is explicitly included in the target statement, the suggested indicators only focus 
on food production, while cross linkages with food access and nutrition are not addressed. Improving food 
security is not only a matter of improving production; access to adequate (i.e. nutritious) food is just as 
important.

We suggest the inclusion of the FCS as an indicator under Target 6A. The FCS has already been explained 
and referred to in above comment. The World Bank and WFP would be the leading agencies for this indicator.

Ke Chung Kim

Penn State 
University 
(Professor 
Emeritus), 
UN/CSD 
Education 
Caucus

13-Mar overarching

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals are one of the most important agenda for humanity for which 
we have already invested lots of human hours and costs to advance the cause. Regretfully, however, I have 
many points of concerns on the outcome and impact of this program at large because the motto of sustainable 
development is, in reality, an intellectual copout for citizens of United Nations. Considering our failure in 
meeting the goals of the 1992 UN Convention on biodiversity and indefinite global resolution to the mitigation 
of climate change I do not see how all of us could trust what UN’s continued program expansion for 
sustainable development without direct attack on the doubling impacts of 7.2+ billions of our cohorts in the 
world community as if today’s environment and socio-economic demands were at the level of 1990s.  Where is 
your proposed determination and care for sustainable global biodiversity, whereas biodiversity is continually 
destroyed and worsening global biodiversity that is the foundation of our life-support system.  Without 
continued emphasis on biodiversity under the threat of rapid increase in human population and sustainable 
development throughout the world we must be prepared to deal with the ultimate outcome of our abusive 
destruction of the planetary life-support system – this reality should be reflected on every projects and 
programs the United Nations continues to develop for the sustainability of humanity and human species.

Kenneth King
NORRAG, 
University of 
Edinburgh 

13-Mar Target 03c

"This target is surely wild! How can a target aim for all youth to transition effectively into the labour market? 
What does effectively mean? Acquire a job? Or get ‘Decent Work’? Or does effectively mean, make the 
transition without taking too long? But what is too long? It would appear that transition to work might include 
the informal economy, but that is left unclear.

The first of the potential and illustrative core indicators for this target is No 24: Percentage of young people not 
in education, training, or employment (NEET). But I doubt if this is a useful category. Even in the UK where it 
was first used in 1999, it is not straightforward. See the March 2014 report by Mirza-Davies (2014: 1): ‘Not all 
unemployed 16-24 year olds are NEET and not all people who are NEET are unemployed.’

But the indicator mentions that: ‘This indicator, known as NEET, tracks the share of youth who are neither in 
formal employment nor in full-time education or training’ (SDSN). But then it adds confusingly that ‘It is a 
measure of the proportion of youth who are either unemployed, work in the informal sector, or have other forms 
of precarious jobs.’

The extension of the meaning of NEET to cover those in the informal sector or other precarious work is 
problematic. It suggests that the informal economy as a whole covers many different kinds of precarious work. 
This is far from being the case. The informal sector covers a huge variety of work, some of it in rural areas, 
some in urban areas, and much of it actually within the formal sector of the economy. Some of it is at the 
subsistence level and some is certainly not. Many people in the formal economy, for instance teachers, also 
have a second or even third informal job which is off the books.
 
Current estimates for the UK claim that there are just over one million NEETs in the UK (16-24 year olds). 
Doubtless this figure is made easier to calculate by the fact that such young people can claim unemployment 
benefit. (cont.)

Kenneth King
NORRAG, 
University of 
Edinburgh 

13-Mar Target 03c

Why it is also now used in South Africa where 3.5 million young people are claimed to be NEETs is not clear. It 
was certainly not coined to cover those who are working in the informal sector in that country.

If the complexity of the NEET category is taken on board as in the African Economic Outlook 2014 (AEO), then 
the challenge of using NEET as a way of thinking about a target and an indicator is made all too obvious. The 
AEO (2014) says of NEETs: The NEET category is made up of three distinct states of employment: 
unemployment; discouragement; and inactivity, or having left the labour force. Traditional labour market 
analysis counts the unemployed among the labour force, whereas the discouraged and inactive are considered 
to be outside it (AEO, 2014).

Kenneth King
NORRAG, 
University of 
Edinburgh 

13-Mar Target 03c

These definitional problems are added to by ILO using the term NLEET. The NLEET rate stands for ""neither in 
the labour force nor in education, employment or training"". It is similar to NEET but  excludes the unemployed  
since they are  still included in the labour force.
Despite these challenges, the SDSN document  claims that the NEET indicator is ‘preferable to standard 
unemployment measures and is better adapted to low- income and lower middle-income countries’. This is 
hard to accept. We noticed with the publication of the GMR 2012 that there were great difficulties in comparing 
youth unemployment rates between OECD countries and those in low-income countries. The key difference is 
that in countries which don't have any unemployment benefit, there is no option except to work (apart from 
those who are in richer families and who can afford to wait for formal sector jobs). The great majority of other 
youth seek to find opportunities in the informal sector, either as casual workers, apprentices-cum-workers, or 
even in some countries as unpaid workers.
The three terms mentioned above – unemployment, discouragement and inactivity – don't make any sense in 
seeking to analyse the work status of the majority of young people in Ghana, for instance, who have elected to 
become traditional apprentices. They are not ‘employed’ in the tiny formal sector of the economy; they are not 
being ‘trained’ in any formal sector setting, and they are no longer in the school system. But they are acquiring 
technical, social and soft skills over a period of 3 to 5 years.
To describe this huge group of young people as NEETs would be conceptually ridiculous. They are certainly 
learning to work; they are certainly learning on the job; and they are certainly not in formal education. But to 
use this imported acronym from the UK setting in Ghana, or in India (where NEET actually means National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test!) would be to fail to profit from the more than 40 years of analyzing the informal 
sector since 1971/2.

References
Mirza-Davies, J (2014) NEET: Young People Not in Education, Employment or Training. SN/EP/06705, 
Economic Policy and Statistics, House of Commons Library, London
AEO - African Economic Outlook (2014) www.africaneconomicoutlook.org
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Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar overarching

The report uses both ‘’sexual and reproductive health rights’’ (which is not standard international language) and 
‘’sexual and reproductive health and rights’’. There needs to be consistency in the use of language related to 
sexual and reproductive health and rights. We therefore recommend the use of  ‘’sexual and reproductive 
health and rights’’ throughout the report, in line with the language used by the SDSN  Thematic Group on 
Health, UNFPA, WHO and UN Women, amongst others.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar

The report uses both ‘’sexual and reproductive health rights’’ (which is not standard international language) and 
‘’sexual and reproductive health and rights’’. There needs to be consistency in the use of language related to 
sexual and reproductive health and rights. We therefore recommend the use of  ‘’sexual and reproductive 
health and rights’’ throughout the report, in line with the language used by the SDSN  Thematic Group on 
Health, UNFPA, WHO and UN Women, amongst others.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 7 Line 4-7 We would welcome if more of the suggested indicators were disaggregated by sex and age.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 13/14 34-43

The indicators for communicable diseases such HIV should be applied to target 05a.

Suggested core indicators include:
·       Number of AIDS related deaths
·       Number of new HIV infections
·       % of people living with HIV accessing treatment and associated services
·       % of people living with HIV accessing sexual and reproductive health services
·       % of at risk populations accessing preventative services

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 50 # 2c

We welcome linking population dynamics to sexual and reproductive health and rights, which is necessary  to 
achieve sustainable development within planetary boundaries.

However, we are concerned that the language used in target 2c does not adequately reflect the rights-based 
element of SRHR in the proposed measure/indicators. Using the adjectives “rapid”, “reduction” and specifying 
the number of children per women negates the rights based approach outlined in the target that calls for the 
realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights.

A target that specifies one direction for fertility levels cannot be human rights based, as prescribing future 
fertility rates in government or international policies runs counter to respecting and protecting women’s right to 
choose the number and spacing of their children. Choice and non-coercion are recognized as critical issues in 
relation to sexual and reproductive health and rights, see WHO (2014), Ensuring human rights in the provision 
of contraceptive information and services: 
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/102539/1/9789241506748_eng.pdf?ua=1 .

Information and supplies are a prerequisite for women and men to make informed, voluntary decisions about 
their fertility, and it is widely recognized that if women have the ability to choose freely the number and spacing 
of their births, they will choose to have fewer than they would have otherwise. Consequently there is also no 
need to make it an obligation to have less children.

We therefore strongly recommend the rewording of target 2c to: “Achieve universal access to modern 
contraceptives and realize the sexual and reproductive rights of all individuals”.

As Table 2 of the report shows, there are strong linkages between target 2c and the goals on Gender Equality 
(Goal 4) and Health (Goal 5). It could thus be considered to move target 2c under either of these goals. This 
would also reflect the discussions in the OWG as well as the positioning of this in the HLP report.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 50 Line24-28

Lines 24-26 cite paragraph 13 of the ICPD Programme of Action, along with the SDSN Report Action Agenda.  
The reference to paragraph 13 should be adequately reported. The ICPD brought a paradigm shift for it 
recognizes that promoting individual choices, respecting rights, and giving access to reproductive health 
services contributed to the decline in average fertility rates.

The Cairo agenda put the rights dimension at the center of sustainable development. However, lines 26-28 
state “highlight the importance of reducing population growth through voluntary transition to lower fertility 
levels, while respecting the rights of women to decide when and how many children they would like to have”. 
This sentence makes the growth decline primary and rights subsidiary. The Programme of Action instead 
recognizes that respecting the latter obtains the former.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 50 #16, 17 Referring to women of reproductive age (15-49) leaves out the needs of those under 15.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 50 #16, 17

Considering that the issue to measure is the realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights, an 
indicator capturing the rights dimension should be added, such as the one suggested by UNFPA: “Protection 
and fulfillment of women’s sexual and reproductive rights, including developing monitoring and protection 
systems”

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 51 #17

We agree with this indicator and would like to:

1.     Suggest to adjust the MDG 5b indicator from “unmet need for family planning” to “unmet need for quality 
modern contraceptives by choice”. The current indicator has a number of significant weaknesses limiting its 
effectiveness:
o   Exclusion (particularly of young people) within the current indicator due to:
-        limited scope of definition to those married or consensual union
-        reproductive age range beginning at 15
o   The term does not resonate with young people who are a key group with unmet need.
o   Choice and voluntariness have not been adequately captured. Since this indicator was agreed upon, the 
international agenda has progressed. Now is the time to build on FP2020 and WHO’s Rights Based Approach 
to FP guidelines through embedding these issues in the indicator.

2.     Suggest to pair the unmet need indicator with proportion of demand satisfied, following the Monitoring 
Framework for Every Woman Every Child.

In addition the indicator should not be limited to girls and women who are married or living in union (line 24). 
The suggested disaggregation by marital status (line 32) won’t capture the reality if indicator only refers to 
women who are married or in union. Instead, we recommend to include all sexually active women and girls.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 52 Line 2 If added as per our recommendations, the indicator on Comprehensive Sexuality Education (see under Goal 3) 
should also be included here.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 52 Line 10 To the list of other health indicators that contribute to the realization of SRHR we recommend adding the 
following: Infant mortality rate and access to rights-based comprehensive sexuality education
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Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 52 Line 16

‘Teenage girls who become pregnant’ is proposed as an additional indicator that countries may consider. 
However:

1.      The adolescent birth rate measures the annual number of births to women 15 to 19 years of age – this 
includes a built in time lag. Therefore we suggest rephrasing it in  “Age of mother at birth of first child ever 
born”.

2.      It should be a core indicator and not an additional indicator that countries may or may not decide to use.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar #23

As the indicator tries to capture a broad range of learning outcomes, it is important to include also 
comprehensive sexuality education. We recommend:

1.     Considering UNFPA indicator on CSE: “Percentage of adolescent 10-19 years (in and outside school) that 
completed at least one year of comprehensive sexuality education designed in line with UNESCO/UNFPA 
guidance”; and   

2.     Adding “proportion of girls and boys who achieve proficiency across a broad range of learning outcomes, 
including in reading, in mathematics and in the field of comprehensive sexuality education by …..”

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar #25

Investing in youth is a critical – and multidimensional- issue. Target 3c focuses on the link between the 
education system and livelihoods opportunities. This however implies that adolescents enter adulthood in good 
health. We therefore recommend, in line with UNFPA, to consider the following indicators:
Contraceptive use, by method, by adolescents and youth 
Age of mother at birth of first child ever born
HIV and other STI infection in adolescents and youth (MDG indicator 6.1)  

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 63 26 An additional indicator should be included to measure access to essential services by minority groups such as 
LGBT, sex workers and people living with HIV.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 62 #28 Should also refer to official government positions held by women; it should also cover the local level in addition 
to the national and sub-national level.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 67 #32

Indicator should also include “children” and violence by “parents”

We also recommend considering additional indicators in line with UN Women and UNFPA’s suggestions: 
“Proportion of women aged 15-49 who have ever been in a partnership reporting physical or sexual violence in 
their lifetime”
“Rates of Female Genital Mutilation  and other harmful traditional practices”
“% of women aged 20-24 who were married in a union before age 18”
“Percentage of victims and survivors of gender based violence with access to essential services, including 
appropriate medical, legal and psychosocial services”

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 69 Line 4 Add “sexual and” before “reproductive health”
Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 69 Line 21 Add “sex” and “age”

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 69 #34
We must ensure the inclusion of universal access to sexual and reproductive health among the elements 
monitored. The report is based on physical access and financial affordability. A more comprehensive criterion 
relates to AAAQ (access, affordability, acceptability and quality)

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 69 Line 42 Must at least include age and sex
Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 70 Line 19 Add “and age”
Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 71 Line 10 Must at least include age and sex

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar #34

We recommend adding the following indicator as suggested by UNFPA:
Elimination of inequalities in access to quality sexual and reproductive health services (maternity care, modern 
contraception, post-abortion services, safe abortion as allowed by law, and prevention and treatment of STIs 
and HIV), particularly by wealth quintile, age, sex and other characteristics as appropriate:

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 71 Lines 4-8
We recommend to include mental health concerns related to reproductive health (e.g. severe post-partum 
depression, depressive and phobic responses to sexual and gender based violence and stigmatization of 
sexual minorities and persons living with sexually transmitted infections)

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 71 Line 34

Add “commodities and” after “essential drugs”.

The proportion of the population requiring treatment with access to affordable essential treatments should be a 
core not additional indicator.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 72 Lines 8, 12, 
16 Indicators should not exclude persons under 15 who are sexually active.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 73 Line 17 Indicators on access to safe and legal abortion as well as post-abortion care should be added.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 74 #38
A useful supplementary indicator to capture neonatal mortality is to monitor spacing between the most recent 
and preceding birth (inter-birth interval). Evidence points out that the risk of neonatal mortality is heightened 
after short birth interval.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 74 #39

We do agree with the importance of this indicator, but to capture the whole picture, it should also be 
accompanied by the following:
% of maternal deaths due to unsafe abortion
This in consideration of the fact that unsafe abortion is one of five major causes of maternal mortality.

Marlies Casier Sensoa 13-Mar 78 Line 44 Should also include sex and age of head of household.

Mathieu Pageaux AGRECO 13-Mar

The specific comments focus on the target 9 – Environment and exclude the links existing with :
-target 2b : CFC – link : resource management
-target 6 : water productivity (53) – link : resource management
-target 6 : conversion of land (54) – link : loss of naturel areas
-target 6 : access to all weather road (59) - link : access to natural areas
-target 7 : air quality (68) – link : resource management
-target 7 : water quality and treatment (69) – link : resource management
-target 7 : urban green space (70) – link : biodiversity conservation of migratory species
-target 8 : all the indicators – link : resource management and climate change
These indicators could be seen as sub indicators.

Mathieu Pageaux AGRECO 13-Mar  Even if the document contains a table relating the linkage between the target and the different thematic linked 
to the development, the positives and negatives impact of human activities could be more highlighted.

Mathieu Pageaux AGRECO 13-Mar
Target 10c on technology transfer and other target concerning governance/equity/liability aspects should 
constitute the first target as they are conditions needed for the achievement of the other target (and not a 
possibility/way to achieve it).

Mathieu Pageaux AGRECO 13-Mar 18 Target 9a An indicator on the soil health/contamination/surface of soil used by human activities as % of soil (old activities 
and/or current activities) should be added.

Mathieu Pageaux AGRECO 13-Mar 18 Target 9b Protection of ecosystem services should include advocacy to identification of the value of the ecosystem 
services as the conscience of the financial cost of the ecosystem services loss is a factor of better behavior.

Mathieu Pageaux AGRECO 13-Mar 19 Target 9c Good governance should include signature, ratification and implementation of current international convention 
in the field of environment.

Mathieu Pageaux AGRECO 13-Mar 19 Target 9c Good governance should include participation in the international meeting to develop international instrument 
of environment protection (e.g. still miss forest and soil global conventions).
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Natalia P. 
Tarasova

D.Mendeleev 
University of 
Chemical 
Technology of 
Russia

13-Mar overarching

1. The draft document says practically nothing about chemical safety. Notably, it was excluded at goal setting 
stage and I believe, the goals have been agreed with all interested parties. The initial idea of developing goals 
for sustainable development was formulated in the final document “The Future We Want"". This document has 
certain phrases regarding vision of sustainable development goals:
""246 .... We further recognize the importance and utility of a set of sustainable development goals (SDGs), 
which are based on Agenda 21 and Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, fully respect all Rio Principles,..""
Chemical safety is included in Agenda 21 and Johannesburg Plan.

2. Also, Chemical Safety is a part of Rio +20 document ""The Future We Want"". This document contains a 
whole section on chemicals and chemical wastes and begins as follows:
""213. We recognize that sound management of chemicals is crucial for the protection of human health and the 
environment. We further recognize that growing global production and use of chemicals and prevalence in the 
environment calls for increased international cooperation. We reaffirm our aim to achieve by 2020 sound 
management of chemicals throughout their life cycle and of hazardous waste in ways that lead to minimization 
of significant adverse effects on human health and the environment, as set out in the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation. We also reaffirm our commitment to an approach for the sound management of chemicals and 
waste at all levels that responds in an effective, efficient, coherent and coordinated manner to new and 
emerging issues and challenges, and encourage further progress across countries and regions in order to fill 
the gaps in implementation of commitments.""

3. Present document regards chemical safety as a component of the ""Achieve Development within Planetary 
Boundaries"" goal. Interesting enough that planetary boundaries have not been established for chemical 
contamination; that fact immediately sets the problem outside the area of indicators we are talking, despite all 
the achievements in this field ( IMHO very impressive at the international level).
Present document leaves chemical safety outside the indicators developed and discussed as possible 
additional indicators (p.49).
 ""Additional indicators that countries may consider (cont.)

Natalia P. 
Tarasova

D.Mendeleev 
University of 
Chemical 
Technology of 
Russia

13-Mar overarching

""[Indicator on chemical pollution to be developed]. Chemical pollution is a critical dimension of global 
environmental change, but it is very difficult to measure on an internationally comparable basis. Several 
indicators exist for specific pollutants, but they are typically available only in a small subset of countries and 
measure only a small share of chemical pollution "".

In my opinion, this position is not quite correct:
1.It does not account for more or less successful international efforts to harmonize approaches to risk 
assessment of substance, dissemination of information, prioritization of substances and identification of priority 
pollutants and / or the most dangerous substances;
2.It ignores all SAICM activities performed by 140 countries and the 2020 goal;
3.It does not take into account the work on risk assessment performed by international organizations (OECD, 
UNEP, WHO) and global companies within the RC Program and its results, e.g. setting maximum exposure 
limits of substances or groups of substances for various environmental objects.

The removal of chemical safety from the list of core indicators may lead to neglecting of the subject and thus 
weaken the intensity of the work in this field. Moreover, it should be noted that significant global problems of 
chemical safety are already present in the world and thus they continue to be regarded as minor.

Pietro Checcucci ISFOL 13-Mar 38 Indicator 3 Disaggregation also by age, where possible taking into account older population (65+)

Pietro Checcucci ISFOL 13-Mar 75 Indicator 40 Introduce also Healthy life expectancy at age 65

Pietro Checcucci ISFOL 13-Mar 78 Indicator 46 Disaggregation also by age, where possible

Pietro Checcucci ISFOL 13-Mar 91 Indicator 63 Disaggregation also by age, where possible

Pietro Checcucci ISFOL 13-Mar 92 Indicator 65 Disaggregation also by age of head of household

Pietro Checcucci ISFOL 13-Mar 96 Indicator 67 Disaggregation also by age of head of household, where possible

Pietro Checcucci ISFOL 13-Mar 96 Indicator 60 Disaggregation also by age of head of household, where possible

Santosh 
Mehrotra

NORRAG, 
Institute of 
Applied 
Manpower 
Research, 
Planning 
Commission

13-Mar Indicator 24

It claims to be a measure of the ‘proportion of youth who are either unemployed, work in the informal sector, or 
have other forms of precarious jobs’.

This leaves unanswered the question: how are we defining the informal sector? If it is defined differently in 
different countries, then there will be no way to measure progress, since the indicator will mean different things 
for different countries. There is therefore no escape, if this indicator is to have any meaning at all for either inter- 
temporal or inter-spatial comparison, to have a simple and consistent definition for the informal employment 
built into the rationale.

It may be useful to think of informal employment as such employment where there is no social insurance 
provided. If we have too many conditions attached to the definition, it will become impossible for countries to 
report consistent data that might be comparable across countries, even if it is inter-temporally comparable for 
the same country.

Re. Indicator 25: Tertiary enrollment rates for girls and boys.

Tertiary enrolment is fine, disaggregated by gender. But if we are really serious about Target 3c (Ensure that all 
youth transition effectively into the labour market) then the fact is that Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) 
of women, and of young girls especially, must be monitored carefully. Women’s participation in work outside 
the home, for a wage, outside of agriculture, is known to enhance women’s autonomy and agency. But most 
low-income and even low-middle income countries have very low female LFPRs, and in some cases they are 
even falling (partly because over-15 year old girls are continuing in school at a growing pace). So monitoring 
whether girls are getting non-agricultural jobs will enable countries to establish whether youth are truly 
transitioning into the labour market effectively.
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Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar overarching

The Population and Sustainable Development Alliance (PSDA) welcomes the opportunity to contribute to this 
consultation. PSDA brings together civil society organisations from the global North and South to work together 
to raise awareness about the connections between population dynamics, reproductive health, the environment 
and sustainable development. PSDA seeks to promote and increase political and financial support for universal 
access to sexual and reproductive health and rights, and for its integration into wider policy and programme 
development as a means of increasing resilience, advancing environmental sustainability and improving 
human health and well-being.  We therefore welcome the attention in the report to population dynamics, sexual 
and reproductive health and rights, and gender equality, and focus our comments and inputs on these issues. 
More info: http://www.populationandsustainability.org/2507/population-and-sustainable-development-
alliance/psda-overview.html

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar overarching

The report is not consistent in use of language relating to sexual and reproductive health and rights. It uses 
both ‘’sexual and reproductive health rights’’ (which is not standard international language) and ‘’sexual and 
reproductive health and rights’’. We strongly recommend the use of  ‘’sexual and reproductive health and 
rights’’ across the whole report and in line with the language used by the 'SDSN  Thematic Group on Health 
report ', as well as to language used by UNFPA, WHO and UN Women.

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 7 Line 4-7 We strongly support the use of disaggregated data and would welcome more of the suggested indicators using 
disaggregation by sex and age.

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 22

We welcome the recognition in the report that population dynamics are significant to the achievement of 
sustainable development within planetary boundaries, but are disappointed that population dynamics are not 
included in this section as a cross-cutting theme, and that aside from a necessary focus on Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR), that other important opportunities to comprehensively address 
population dynamics throughout the framework are missed.

Population dynamics -  not only changes in population growth size, but also changing age structures, migration 
and urbanization - offer both challenges and opportunities for sustainable development, and determine the  
scale and shape of the development challenges we face. For example, by influencing demand for and access 
to essential resources and services, including water, energy, food, health and education services. As such, the 
framework must ensure more comprehensively that changes in the size, location and structures of populations 
are planned for and taken into account by development strategies. Including during the development of goals, 
targets and indicators.

Please see the recommendations made below and under the governance section for the integration of 
population dynamics into the framework.

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 29-34

We welcome the work in this section to ensure that goals, targets and indicators are SMART (as identified as 
important on p.32). Yet without calling for goals, targets and indicators to be forward-looking and based on 
projected changes in population size, location etc, which influence demand for and supply of critical resources 
and services, this will not be achieved.

This mistake must be learnt from the MDGs which failed to do this. For example, MDG 7 Target 11 to achieve 
significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers has been achieved but wasn’t 
ambitious enough, and population growth and urbanization has outpaced this achievement for while the target 
was achieved the absolute number of slum dwellers has increased.

We urge that this omission is addressed with the inclusion of this recommendation in the list of ‘principles for 
the post-2015 goals’ beginning on p.29. The recommendation is in line with UNFPA recommendations and will 
not only help ensure that goals are SMART, but will also help integrated population dynamics into the 
framework, supporting the achievement of Goal 2 on Planetary Boundaries:

The formulation of development goals, targets and strategies must make systematic use of population trends 
and projections to ensure forward looking-goals that take into account projected changes in population size, 
location and structure.

We have also made recommendations in line with this in the governance section.

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 38 #4 Indicator should pay special attention to the dietary energy consumption of pregnant and lactating women; eg. 
Percentage of pregnant and breastfeeding women with a BMI of less than 18.5.

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 39 #5
Indicator should pay special attention to the nutrition of pregnant and breast feeding women; e.g. Prevalence 
of anaemia in women screened for haemoglobin levels with levels below 110 g/l for pregnant women and 
below 120 g/l for non-pregnant women.
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Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 50

We welcome the recognition in the report of the links between population dynamics and sexual and 
reproductive health and rights, which is important for achieving sustainable development within planetary 
boundaries. Yet we have concern about the exact focus on, and messaging in relation to, fertility and the 
singling out of countries with particular levels of fertility.

We are concerned that the language used in target 2c does not adequately reflect the rights-base element of 
SRHR in the measure/indicators proposed. Using the adjectives “rapid”, “reduction” and specifying particular 
levels of fertility negates the rights based approach outlined in the target that calls for the realization of sexual 
and reproductive health and rights.  We oppose any indicator that prescribes particular levels of fertility. Rather, 
the focus must be on the right of all individuals and couples to decide freely the number, spacing and timing if 
their children, and to have the information and means to do so. In many developing countries women are 
having more children than they choose, in part due to lack of access to sexual and reproductive health 
information and services. Achieving universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights must be the 
focus.

In this way the report’s inclusion of sexual and reproductive health and rights is sound, but target 2c and 
indicator 15 should be changed to universal, rights-based goals and indicators.

We therefore strongly recommend that target 2c is revised to: “Achieve universal access to modern 
contraceptives and realize the sexual and reproductive rights of all individuals”.

As Table 2 of the report shows, there are strong linkages between target 2c and the goals on Gender Equality 
(Goal 4) and Health (Goal 5). It could thus be considered to move target 2c under either of this goals. This 
would also reflect the discussions in the OWG as well as the positioning of the issue in the HLP report.

An additional reason to use a universal target is because focusing on only high fertility countries will not in itself 
solve the problem of breeching planetary boundaries, of which a key driver is overconsumption of resources in 
developed countries with much lower fertility rates. Achieving universal access to SRHR is an important part of 
addressing population dynamics, but other ways to do this are overlooked by the report, including approaches 
that not only focus on population growth but also relevant dynamics, such as urbanization, ageing and 
migration.
We therefore call on the report to promote the systematic use of population data and projections in the 

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 50 #16, 17

Considering that the issue to measure is the realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights, indicators 
capturing the rights dimension and addressing inequalities in access to SRHR should be added, for which we 
strongly recommend these ones suggested by UNFPA: 

“Protection and fulfillment of women’s sexual and reproductive rights, including developing monitoring and 
protection systems”

Elimination of inequalities in access to quality sexual and reproductive health services (maternity care, modern 
contraception, post-abortion services, safe abortion as allowed by law, and prevention and treatment of STIs 
and HIV), particularly by wealth quintile, age, sex and other characteristics as appropriate

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 51 #17

We agree with this indicator and would like to:

1.     Suggest an update to the MDG 5b indicator from “unmet need for family planning” to “unmet need for 
quality modern contraceptives by choice”.

The current indicator has a number of significant weaknesses limiting its effectiveness:
1.     Exclusion (particularly of young people) within the current indicator due to:
-        limited scope of definition to those married or consensual union
-        reproductive age range beginning at 15
2.     The term does not resonate with young people who are a key group with unmet need.
3.     Choice and voluntariness have not been adequately captured. Since this indicator was agreed upon the 
international agenda has progressed.

Indicator should not be limited to girls and women who are married or living in union (line 24). Suggested 
disaggregation by marital status (line 32) won’t capture the reality if indicator only refers to women who are 
married or in union. Instead, include all sexually active women and girls.

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 52 Line 2 If added as per our recommendations, the indicator on Comprehensive Sexuality Education (see under Goal 3) 
should also be included here.

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 52 Line 10 To the list of other health indicators that contribute to the realization of SRHR we strongly recommend adding 
the following: Infant mortality rate and access to rights-based comprehensive sexuality education

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 52 Line 16 This indicator should be rephrased as “Age of mother at birth of first child ever born” (UN Women). It should be 
a core indicator and not an additional indicator that countries may or may not decide to consider.

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar #23

Under the learning and education goal we strongly recommend the inclusion of an indicator on comprehensive 
sexuality education, which relates not only to education and learning but also supports other goals and 
thematic areas, including health, population dynamics and gender equality. Comprehensive sexuality 
education, as well as youth-friendly sexual and reproductive health services are critical for ensuring the health, 
education, rights and empowerment of young people. We recommend:

Percentage of primary and secondary schools in which rights-based comprehensive sexuality education is 
mandatory and implemented in school curricula
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Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar #25

Investing in youth is a critical and multidimensional issue. Target 3c focuses on the link between the education 
system and livelihoods opportunities. Yet it is also necessary to ensure that adolescents enter adulthood in 
good health. We therefore recommend, in line with UNFPA, to consider the following indicators:
Contraceptive use, by method, by adolescents and youth 
Age of mother at birth of first child ever born
HIV and other STI infection in adolescents and youth (MDG indicator 6.1)
Percentage of women aged 20 – 24 who were married or in a union before age 18 (UN Women)

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 61 Line 4 We recommend adding: “sexual and reproductive health services” after “public services”

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 61 Line 10 We recommend adding: “age and sexual orientation and gender identity”

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 67 #32

We recommend considering additional indicators in line with UN Women’s and UNFPA’s suggestions: 
“Proportion of women aged 15-49 who have ever been in a partnership reporting physical or sexual violence in 
their lifetime” (UN Women)
“Rates of FGM and other harmful traditional practices” (UN Women)
“% of women aged 20-24 who were married in a union before age 18” (UN Women)
“ Percentage of victims and survivors of gender based violence with access to essential services, including 
appropriate medical, legal and psychosocial services (adapted from UNFPA)

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 67 Line 46 Must at least include age and sex

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 68 Line 17/18 As indicated above, this indicator should be a core indicator and not an additional indicator that countries may 
or may not decide to consider

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 69 Line 4 Add “sexual and” before “reproductive health”

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 69 Line 21 Add “sex” and “age”

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 69 Line 42 Must at least include age and sex

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 69 #34

We strongly recommend adding the following indicator as suggested by UNFPA:
Elimination of inequalities in access to quality sexual and reproductive health services (maternity care, modern 
contraception, post-abortion services, safe abortion as allowed by law, and prevention and treatment of STIs 
and HIV), particularly by wealth quintile, age, sex and other characteristics as appropriate

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 70 Line 19 Add “and age”

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 70 Line 31 WHO recommends HPV only for girls

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 71 Line 10 Must at least include age and sex

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 71 Line 36 Add “contraceptives” in brackets
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Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 72 Line 8, 12, 
16 Indicators should not exclude persons under 15 who are sexually active

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 73 Line 17 Indicators on access to safe and legal abortion as well as post-abortion care should be added

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 74 #39
We agree with the importance of this indicator, but to capture the whole picture, it should also be accompanied 
by the following:
% of maternal deaths due to unsafe abortion

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 78 Line 44 Should also include sex and age of head of household.

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 88/95 #58

Access to / use of sanitation must be disaggregated by age and sex in order to cover girl’s access to sanitation 
in schools and other public settings. This is critical for the education and empowerment of girls and young 
women, as lack of sanitation facilities in schools can prevent girls from attending school and completing their 
education.

We therefore also strongly recommend addition of the following indicator, adapted from JMP/WHO/UNICEF:
Percentage of primary and secondary schools with gender-separated sanitation facilities and private 
handwashing facilities 

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 94 Target 7b

We recommend the addition of the following indicator to integrate population dynamics into this goal area, 
taking account of population trends including urbanization, ageing, migration and population growth, which is 
necessary for sustainable and effective urban development, including the planning of services and 
infrastructure to meet the needs of growing and changing populations:

Proportion of metropolitan regions, cities and towns adopting and implementing policies and strategies for 
sustainable and effective urban planning and design, including effective use of population data and projections.

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 122 Governanc
e Goal

Population dynamics have significant implications for a range of development priorities and the overall 
achievement of sustainable development. We strongly recommended that opportunities to comprehensively 
integrate population dynamics and effectively plan for demographic changes within the post-2015 framework 
are seized under a governance goal. Please refer to our comments under p.22 for more information about this 
rationale.

To do this we strongly recommend the addition of the following targets and indicators which form part of related 
recommendations by UNFPA, and for which UNFPA could serve as a lead agency:

Targets:

·       Systematic use of population trends and projections in the formulation of development strategies, goals 
and targets 

·       Access to timely and complete data for population trends and projections

·       Universal birth and death registration 

Indicators/ assessment areas:

·       Improvements in capacity to prepare population projections and to use them for the formulation of 
national, subnational and sector development strategies, goals, targets and policies 

·       Improvements in institutional capacities to generate quality data, disaggregated by age, sex, location, 
wealth quintiles, among other categories, including birth and death registration, censuses, service-related 
management and information systems 

·       Estimated proportion of births and deaths that are registered 

Sarah Fisher

Population 
and 
Sustainable 
Development 
Alliance 
(PSDA)

13-Mar 132 Line 7-18

An additional lesson that should be learnt from the MDGs in relation to setting and monitoring goals, targets 
and indicators is that for them to be SMART, and particularly attainable and relevant, they must be forward-
looking and based on projected changes in population size, location etc.  Please see comments above under 
p.29.
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Stephen 
Vardigans

NORRAG, 
Independent 
TVET 
Consultant

13-Mar overarching

In this brief summary I have noted what appear to be a number of non sequiturs - Goal to Target to Illustrative 
Indicator – and a lack of emphasis on the importance of skills training for sustainable employment (Decent 
Work).

Starting with Goal 02 (Achieve Development within Planetary Boundaries), we have a combined Target 02a 
which states: Each country reaches at least the next income level AND promotes decent work. The term 
decent work seems to be added as an afterthought and does not seem to fit with the goal statement.

Decent work, or rather Decent Work, is a very specific and well-defined ILO term which captures some 
extremely important issues relating to employment/ livelihood. I think that the key reference to Decent Work 
should first appear under Goal 03 (Ensure Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood), 
and be glossed somewhere in the document with the full definition:

‘Work that is productive and delivers a fair income, security in the workplace and social protection for families, 
better prospects for personal development and social integration, freedom for people to express their 
concerns, organize and participate in the decisions that affect their lives and equality of opportunity and 
treatment for all women and men.’

The references to the labor market and the illustrative indicators under Goal 02a would be, I feel, better located 
under Goal 03.

Moving to Goal 03 (Ensure Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood), it seems that 
critical references to ‘skills development’ and ‘adults’ have been omitted.

Perhaps a better goal statement might  be: Ensure Effective Learning and  Skills Development for All Children, 
Youth and Adults for Life and Livelihood. This would answer the question, learning what? (Ans.: Skills of all 
kinds for life and livelihoods.) (cont.)

Stephen 
Vardigans

NORRAG, 
Independent 
TVET 
Consultant

13-Mar overarching

I think Target 03a (All children under the age of 5 reach their developmental potential  through  access  to  
quality  early  childhood  development  programs  and
 

policies.), should have the word ‘children’ replaced with ‘girls and boys’. This would make it consistent with the 
follow-on target statements which are clearly written, girls and boys, to emphasise both sexes.

Target 03c (Ensure that all youth transition effectively into the labor market), seems to cry out for a reference to 
Decent Work and I think this is where Decent Work is better placed. (See above.)

It could read something like: Ensure that all youth transition effectively into the labor market and Decent Work. 
The Decent  Work indicator, perhaps managed by ILO under the Decent Work Agenda, could then 
disaggregate those in employment and decent employment.

Given that effective transition to Decent Work is more likely for those who have acquired appropriate life and 
livelihood competencies, I think that an additional, clear indicator stating the % of 15-25 year olds (say) having 
at least notional Level 2- 3 education and/or TVET skills certification could be added under Goal 03.

Finally a comment about Goal 07: Empower Inclusive, Productive and Resilient Cities.

It seems that the word ‘empower’ is not really appropriate. As I understand it one can facilitate the 
empowerment of individuals, but I am not sure how it relates to cities. Terms like ‘create’ or ‘develop’ might be 
clearer. (Maybe cities should be citizens. Then it would make more sense, but it would still have to have to 
refer to facilitation of some sort.)

Target 07a (End extreme urban poverty, expand employment and productivity and raise living standards, 
especially in slums), also seems not to need ‘especially in slums’. I would suggest that a more concise, 
sequenced statement, and one which again links to the critical nature of Decent Work, might be: (Expand 
employment and productivity, raise living standards through training and Decent Work and end extreme urban 
poverty).

Trey Menefee
NORRAG, 
University of 
Hong Kong

13-Mar Goal 6

"Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6, proposed by the Sustainable Development Solutions Network, is an 
odd goal; it calls for the ‘sustainable intensification of agriculture’ by closing ‘yield gaps.’ It is odd in the first 
sense because it is the only consumer product whose increased production, and efficiency of production, has 
been called for as a development goal. While there is certainly room to question the role of market 
fundamentals in guiding public policy, the question is rarely asked why supply isn’t being met for a product that 
is supposedly in such high demand without employing simplistic teleological notions of ‘poverty traps.’ The 
answer offered here, and in numerous other works, is that supply is being met and that indeed there is a glut in 
the market for the same staple grains SDG 6 demands the ‘sustainable’ intensified production of. This glut 
means margins are low and farmers often use the most productive land to grow other cash crops or, when the 
land is more marginal, refrain from farming as a source of income generation altogether.

These are fundamental dynamics that SDG 6 proposes no way to overcome this obstacle. In fact, the issue will 
worsen if and when grain production increases. Nor is there reason to believe that increasing grain production 
has done much to solve food security issues. As Sen (1991) showed nearly two decades ago, food insecurity 
is linked to available entitlements to food, not supply. In fact, global food consumption today averages nearly 
2800 calories per capita. SDG 6 instead represents what could be called ‘trickle down food security’ – a race to 
the bottom with food prices to create a world where there is enough cheap food for any conceivable use: 
whether for a mother in a Manila slum finding rice for her children, or an oil company looking to turn maize into 
automobile fuel, or for the enormously inefficient act of turning grain into meat.

Secondly, SDG 6 is odd because it is no meaningful sense sustainable. Though it is masked in technical 
language, what the authors of SDG 6 aim for are the increased use of land used today for monocropping and 
for more productivity from land that is already used in this way. The transformed landscapes are thirsty for 
water and highly dependent on chemical inputs in the form of fertilizers and biocides. Fertilizer, it should be 
noted, is the largest source of non-point source water pollution in the world. Further, monocropped landscapes 
are far more vulnerable to climatic shocks than the biologically diverse systems they displace.
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Trey Menefee
NORRAG, 
University of 
Hong Kong

13-Mar Goal 6

The educational dimensions of SDG 6 come in two forms. On the higher education and research end, there 
would be need for more research and development to localize and modify high-yielding seed varieties. It is a 
nearly endless task, as the ‘improved’ seeds become more vulnerable to pests and disease with time. Below 
that, in so much as governments take up the task of SDG 6 and set up policy and economic environments to 
reach it, there is often a lack of expertise in managing these crops and irrigations schemes generally.

At the level of farmer training, some of the most promising programs are either politically marginalized or in 
their infancy. For instance, a program in the Philippines helps farmers (re)learn the value of diversifying 
production has been overshadowed by the political goal to ramp up rice production. Other programs, like 
Climate Field Schools, are still in development but show progress. The bulk of modern extension, however, is 
based on scaling up the laboratory-like ‘miniatures’ found at research stations that isolate most cultural, 
economic, and ecological variables to focus exclusively on high yields. In this sense, the efficacy of these 
programs is questionable.
"

Alexander Boto 
Bastegieta, 
Amaia Agirre

Agirre 
Lehendakaria 
Center for 
Social and 
Political 
Studies. 
Basque 
Country 
University

14-Mar overarching In general we consider a very good document.

Alexander Boto 
Bastegieta, 
Amaia Agirre

Agirre 
Lehendakaria 
Center for 
Social and 
Political 
Studies. 
Basque 
Country 
University

14-Mar overarching

As it is mentioned, one of the main difficulties is the operational management of these indicators at different 
levels (national and subnational). To further improve its implementation we propose:
ü  Commitment of the National Statistical Offices to report annually these SDG indicators
ü  Commitment of annual progress report from national and sub-national governments (regional and municipal)
ü  To include the relevance of these indicators in the existing Agenda 21 processes and/or in the sustainable 
development strategies.
ü  Strengthen subnational statistical offices as it is estimated that 80% of the management of sustainable 
development is in the hands of so-called "sub-national governments”
ü  To create a platform/network of regions and municipalities which includes the reporting of these indicators in 
a informatics system
ü  Commitment to include the SDG in the public planning at all levels

Alexander Boto 
Bastegieta, 
Amaia Agirre

Agirre 
Lehendakaria 
Center for 
Social and 
Political 
Studies. 
Basque 
Country 
University

14-Mar overarching

We need to measure to improve, not to prove. Therefore, as a complementary panel, we consider necessary to 
evaluate the use of a set of indexes such as: GDP, Environmental Performance Index, Gini Index, Social 
Progress Index, Global Competitiveness Index, etc. A panel of 10 indexes would be adequate. They would be 
very useful to help to improve and for some political actions and analysis.

Alexander Boto 
Bastegieta, 
Amaia Agirre

Agirre 
Lehendakaria 
Center for 
Social and 
Political 
Studies. 
Basque 
Country 
University

14-Mar overarching
We believe that in the social dynamics subsystem (J.D.Sachs, 2014) the culture should have an indicator 
concerned with one the main aspects of the culture: the language. We propose for the regions with its own 
language to include an indicator of “Use of the language at home (%)”

Alexander Boto 
Bastegieta, 
Amaia Agirre

Agirre 
Lehendakaria 
Center for 
Social and 
Political 
Studies. 
Basque 
Country 
University

14-Mar 6 29-32

Very important this paragraph. From down to top and vice versa. As it is estimated that 80% of the 
management of sustainable development is in the hands of so-called "sub-national governments” (regional and 
local). It would be valuable to add a comment to reinforce this role e.g. existing subnational networks (iclei, 
nrg4sd, etc) could play a more important role in the establishment of best practices, benchmark, 
methodologies, etc.

Alexander Boto 
Bastegieta, 
Amaia Agirre

Agirre 
Lehendakaria 
Center for 
Social and 
Political 
Studies. 
Basque 
Country 
University

14-Mar 7 30-37
We propose to evaluate the inclusion of a few Head Indicators (approximately 10, 1 per objective, very 
communicative and relevant), and to maintain the 100 indicators as Core Indicators, and a second set of Tier 2 
indicators which would track issues that may be applicable to some countries only.
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Andrew Simmons
Urban 
Development 
Consultant

14-Mar 16 Indicator 70

Target 07c: “Ensure safe air and water quality for all, and integrate reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, 
efficient land and resource use, and climate and disaster resilience into investments and standards.“ 

Illustrative indicator: “Urban green space per capita.”  

Comment:  The rationale behind why having high green space per capita is desirable primarily concerns 
human access to green space (social).   Another rationale can be ecological -- vegetation’s capturing carbon.  
Depending on what measurement is actually desired, this figure can be distorted (and indeed is often 
intentionally distorted):  For example, many cities have a high amount of “inaccessible” green space that is 
maintained. Shanghai has substantial grass landscaping and grass that is watered and maintained along 
avenues and corridors in Pudong and elsewhere in the periphery.  These spaces are inaccessible to 
pedestrians and generally a waste of (water) resources.   A given area of high-rise apartments may have on 
paper a high percentage of “green space,” yet an entire community may be absent of a single park for resident 
children to play in.  

This occurrence is known to distort Shanghai’s green space per capita figure (this example is apparently 
practiced by the municipal government precisely for that reason, and the green spaces serve a cosmetic 
function as well in hopes of impressing passing vehicular passengers. Indicator 70’s primary rationale should 
be clarified as social or ecological (currently, under target 07c, the indicator implies an ecological rationale – 
access to safe air).  If social, perhaps a better indicator is something like “percentage of population within 
500m radius of park space (or accessible green space).”  Otherwise, perhaps offer a footnoted disclaimer.  
Arup researched this problematic occurrence (which is widespread throughout China and India) in 2006 when 
working on the Dongtan Eco-city project in Shanghai. 

Also, does “per capita” include just registered city residents and not migrant workers?

anonymous unknown 14-Mar overarching The goals set up to achieving sustainable development are accurate and would generate better results with 
global participation. So global participation should be encouraged and promoted.

anonymous unknown 14-Mar overarching When setting up the targets, those people living in remote areas with a very low illiteracy level should be taken 
into consideration.

anonymous unknown 14-Mar 41 Indicator 6 The projection on numbers to be assessed is too high

anonymous unknown 14-Mar 47 Indicator 14 Consumption of ozone-depleting substances is a very difficult determinant because consumption will be 
difficult to verify.

anonymous unknown 14-Mar 50 Indicator 15 House hold survey and delivery records will indicate total fertility rate better.

anonymous unknown 14-Mar 55 Indicator 20 School attendance records and end of course certificates should also be considered.

anonymous unknown 14-Mar 59 Indicator 24 This indicator looks at achievements, so it should rather state the positive actions and not the negative 
actions.It is also a very good and suitable indicator for tracking youth participation in the labor force.

anonymous unknown 14-Mar 61 Indicator 26

More emphasis should be made on the need for birth registration and this is also a very suitable indicator for 
measuring birth registration in achieving goal 4 which involves social inclusion.Another issue to be taken into 
consideration is the level of awareness on the part of the parents on the need for registering their children at 
birth. This is common for those living in remote areas.

anonymous unknown 14-Mar 67 Indicator 32
Violence to be denounced must not only come from an intimate partner. If violence against women is looked at 
only from the point of that caused by an intimate partner, then the fight against this violence won’t be complete. 
Women are being violated psychologically, by the laws the state sets up and even family members and peers.

anonymous unknown 14-Mar 69 Indicator 34 Percentage of deaths recorded as a result of poor health care would also be a good verifiable indicator for 
achieving goal 5.

Ashish Kothari
Kalpavriksh 
and ICCA 
Consortium

14-Mar overarching

"This document comments briefly on the following reports: 
• A New Global Partnership: Eradicate poverty and transform economies through sustainable development, 
High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons of the Post-2015 Development Agenda (hereafter referred to as the 
‘High-Level Panel’ report)
• An Action Agenda for Sustainable Development: Report for the Secretary General, Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network (hereafter referred to as the ‘SD Solutions’ report) 

The post-2015 goals process is a historic opportunity for the world to move towards a bold new vision of the 
future, which has socio-economic equity, ecological sustainability, and genuine prosperity for all as its central 
pillars. The two reports under comment here, started with this promise. 
Both reports have a number of positive elements, including a focus on the need to eradicate extreme poverty, 
reach basic entitlements to all, integrate the multiple objectives of development, environment, and equity 
(including gender), enhance both jobs and livelihoods, phase out fossil fuel subsidies, and achieve sustainable 
production and consumption. The comments below do not take away from appreciation for this progressive 
orientation. 
However, actually achieving these objectives requires a robust and deep diagnosis of the problems we face 
today, including their structural basis; and then a bold set of actions that are able to tackle the roots of these 
problems. Unfortunately neither report provides an assessment of why, for instance, Agenda 21 was not 
implemented, why Rio+20 could not come out with as concrete and bold an outcome as Rio did 20 years 
before it, why nation-states have failed to come up with a coherent response to the climate crisis starting at us, 
and so on. The systemic and structural roots of continuing poverty, destitution, hunger, and malnutrition, and 
ever-increasing inequities, are not dealt with. 
Given the above failure of diagnosis, it is not surprising that the reports do not go the distance and direction 
needed to achieve the objectives they set themselves. The SD Solutions report goes beyond the High-Level 
Panel report on some counts (mentioned below), but both contain fundamental weaknesses and gaps that will 
render them unable to achieve, beyond some marginal improvements, the goals of sustainability, equity, and 
meaningful prosperity. (cont.)
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Ashish Kothari
Kalpavriksh 
and ICCA 
Consortium

14-Mar overarching

The key problems with these reports are: 
1. Inadequate focus on direct democratic governance: there is welcome stress on accountability, transparency, 
and participation, but the reports do not recommend clear changes towards direct democracy (despite a call for 
goals and targets be “grounded in the voice of people”, pg. 14 of High-Level Panel report). This would be 
where decision-making emanates from citizens and communities at the ground level, in rural or urban 
settlements of a size where face-to-face deliberations can happen, and people can be central voices in 
decisions that affect their lives. Power in such a deeply or radically decentralised polity would flow upwards 
from the ground, enabling far greater achievement of accountability and transparency than is possible in 
today’s representative democracy structures. The following sentence from the High-Level Panel report (pg. 50) 
is symptomatic of this failure: “People everywhere want more of a say in how they are governed.” Instead, full 
decentralization would be about how people would be the central pillars of governance themselves. In the 
words of a self-rule village from central India: “in Mumbai and Delhi is the government we elect; in our village 
we are the government”.  Another example is  Goal 9 on ‘Manage natural resource assets sustainably’ (pg. 48), 
where rather than advocate community tenure and governance of forests, market mechanisms like REDD are 
recommended. At the least, the reports could have mentioned indigenous peoples’ rights of self-determination 
(now recognized under UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples), the need to provide legally 
backed free, prior and informed consent powers to communities in the use of the lands and resources they 
have customary rights over (also recognized in UNDRIP and other international instruments), powers of law-
making and administration that communities have in many countries, and other such mechanisms of direct 
democracy.  (cont.)

Ashish Kothari
Kalpavriksh 
and ICCA 
Consortium

14-Mar overarching

2. Inability to recognize the inherent limitations of economic growth: though the reports recognize the need to 
respect ecological limits, they do not see the inherent contradiction between this and unending economic 
growth. Instead, there is repeated talk of ‘accelerated growth’. As a number of people have shown, complete 
decoupling of growth (in conventional GDP terms) from energy and materials throughput is not possible, and 
given that human activity has already crossed the earth’s limits in many respects, we may actually need global 
degrowth (where growth remains coupled with increasing energy/materials use), or at least stabilization at 
current growth levels, along with radical redistribution of wealth, resources, and entitlements so that 
countries/regions with inadequate facilities and access are able to gain them without further threatening the 
earth. The approach needs to focus on increasing employment and livelihood security, access to basic needs, 
health and learning, and so on … and if these lead also to growth that does not cross ecological limits, well 
and good. This also calls for replacing GDP as the standard measure of ‘development’ towards a basket of 
genuine progress or well-being indicators, which include not only quantifiable but also qualitative aspects. The 
SD Solutions report mentions some such approaches and the need for countries to report on how they are 
contributing to meeting ‘planetary boundaries’, but neither report places this at the core of the macro-
economics revolution needed to move towards sustainability and equity.  (cont.)

Ashish Kothari
Kalpavriksh 
and ICCA 
Consortium

14-Mar overarching

3. Continued subservience to private capital: Not once in these reports is there a mention of the need to reign 
in and penalise big business’s irresponsible and criminal behaviour towards the earth and people; instead 
there is a soft-handed approach, recommending incentives, voluntary commitments, and so on. This, and the 
focus on private investments, and the faith in ‘free’ markets and market mechanisms (e.g. REDD), and the 
assertion that several companies have already changed behaviour (ignoring how they behave differently in 
different parts of the world) is particularly visible in the High-Level Panel report. There is some mitigating focus 
on the need to encourage small-scale sector, but missing are a stress on moving manufacture, business, and 
markets towards community and worker-run operations. Such initiatives are highly successful in many 
countries, showing highly responsible approaches towards equity, democracy, and sustainability, but they are 
not prioritized over the highly iniquitous big private business sector. 
4. Modern science and technology held as panacea: Neither report even mentions the importance of diverse 
forms of knowledge that have sustained human societies for millennia, and that are widely acknowledged as 
crucial elements of sustainability and equity in the future (again, despite saying that goals/targets should be 
“grounded in the voice of people”). For instance under Goal 4 (Ensure healthy lives, pg. 39), traditional and 
community-based health systems are completely absent. Under Global Partnerships, there is a section on 
‘Scientists and academics’ (pg. 11) which ignores communities and people with traditional and local 
knowledge, skills and technologies, and makes no mention of democratic, community-based R&D. A mitigatory 
aspect is the mention of ‘open platform science’, which can be a vehicle for democratic S&T, R&D, etc. But 
why the complete absence of traditional and diverse forms of knowledge, skills and practices, including in 
various Goals (e.g. nothing on farmer-led R&D in Goal 5, ‘Ensure Food Security’)? Surely what is needed is a 
synergistic use of these along with what modern science has to offer … so many countries and communities 
are already doing this with great success, so its absence from these reports is shocking and puzzling. (cont.)

Ashish Kothari
Kalpavriksh 
and ICCA 
Consortium

14-Mar overarching

5. Biased attention to cities: The High-Level Panel report is heavily biased towards urban areas, with 
statements such as “cities are the world’s engines for business and innovation” (pg. 3), and “inclusive growth 
emanates from vibrant and sustainable cities, the only locale where it is possible to generate the number of 
good jobs that young people are seeking”. Both these statements are patently false, unless of course one 
defines ‘innovation’ as only that which is found in the formal modern sector, and ‘good jobs’ as only those 
which are urban and modern, in which case these are erroneous tautologies. The SD Solutions report has a 
greater focus on the need for vibrant rural areas, focusing on agricultural and non-agricultural livelihoods, 
access to high-quality infrastructure, and so on (pp. 17, 30). Both reports however miss out on the possibility of 
slowing and perhaps eventually reversing the rural-urban migration flow; everyone seems to take such 
migation as inevitable, and some countries even encourage it in the same mistaken belief that cities are where 
the opportunities are that the High-Level Panel displays. But such slowing down and reverse migration has 
been shown possible in a number of rural areas, for instance in India, where local economic and social 
transformation has brought people back. (cont.)
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Ashish Kothari
Kalpavriksh 
and ICCA 
Consortium

14-Mar overarching

6. Culture, ethics, spirituality nowhere in the picture: An astounding omission from both reports is the 
importance of cultural diversity, ethical values (towards fellow humans and the rest of nature), and 
opportunities for personal spiritual depth (without falling into bigoted religious fundamentalism). The crucial 
links between culture, sustainability, and equity are emphasized repeatedly in initiatives towards sustainability 
and secure livelihoods around the world, and have to be core parts of the post-2015 agenda. A crucial part of 
this would also be the acknowledgement of nature’s inherent rights, not only viewing it as ‘resource’ for human 
use and exploitation.  
7. Unbridled consumerism not tackled head-on: While both reports hint at the overconsumption patterns being 
a serious concern, and mention the need to move towards sustainable production and consumption, neither 
explicitly mentions the need to curb and drastically cut down the present consumption levels of the global 
North (which includes the rich in poor countries). Systems of both incentives and disincentives, including social 
and legal means of achieving sustainable consumption lines, are needed in all countries; in the global North, a 
target of significant (some say, by a factor of 10) reduction in materials and energy consumption is necessary. 
Without this, its business as usual, and the poor will never have the space needed to become more secure and 
genuinely prosperous. 
8. Global relations built on localization and self-reliance missing: there is little acknowledgement in these 
reports of the need to empower communities to be relatively self-reliant, at least for basic material/physical, 
learning, and health needs, with governments and civil society being responsible to facilitate and support to 
such initiatives. Thousands of examples across the world testify to the possibilities of such a transformation, 
which dramatically cuts unsustainable transportation, empowers people to be in control of their own lives and 
societies, democratizes markets and trade, encourages better social relations amongst neighbours, and 
provides a stable basis for wider economic, social, and political relations across communities and countries. 
But this would also mean challenging and dismantling the current control of global finance, changing the nature 
of globalisation (from being finance-driven to focusing on cultural, social, and knowledge exchanges, and 
promoting diversity rather than homogeneity). (cont.)

Ashish Kothari
Kalpavriksh 
and ICCA 
Consortium

14-Mar overarching

9. No new architecture of global governance: Mirroring the need for radical or direct democracy mentioned 
above, is the need to change the current system of global governance to be far more responsive to the 
peoples of the world, not only to nation states. Whether it is a reformed UN, or a new global assembly of 
peoples that brings on board all the partners mentioned in the High-Level Panel report (and in particular 
indigenous peoples and local communities), the failure of these reports to mention the need for significant 
changes is disappointing. Such new global governance would also put the human rights and environmental 
treaties and agreements as underlining global relations, especially by subsuming economic, finance, trade, 
and commerce agreements under them. Without this, the current regimes of global finance and trade will 
continue to undermine sustainability and equity. (cont.)

Ashish Kothari
Kalpavriksh 
and ICCA 
Consortium

14-Mar overarching

10. Miscellaneous specific gaps: A number of other specific gaps can be pointed out. For instance, in the High-
Level Panel report, Goal 8 on jobs and livelihoods misses the focus on green jobs that was brought out by a 
2008 UNEP report, which clearly showed how ecologically sustainable sectors have greater potential for 
employment and livelihoods. It also does not recommend the protection and promotion of natural resource 
based livelihoods that may have nothing to do with the financial economy; sustainable and dignified self-
employment is not mentioned at all. Goal 5 on food security does not define ‘sustainable agriculture’, leaving 
open various interpretations of what this means (corporations promoting chemical fertilizers and pesticides, or 
GMOs, tend to call their models ‘sustainable’). Goal 9 on natural resources says ‘we treasure what we 
measure’, which ignores the fact that human societies have also treasured the unmeasured or unmeasurable, 
or the qualitative aspects of nature, human relations, and ethical/spiritual values (this also relates to point 6 
above).  

Overall, these two reports, and especially the one by the High-Level Panel, are more about reforms within the 
existing system of financial, corporate, and nation-state control. They are not about truly empowering human 
communities at all scales to be leading the way towards sustainability and equity. The reforms proposed may 
postpone the social, economic, and ecological disasters we are sliding towards (many of which are already 
manifesting themselves, including through climate crisis events), but not for long. Many of the reforms 
mentioned could well be important as interim or short-term measures, but a truly sustainable and equitable 
future needs far bolder and more radical transformations. These reports have missed the opportunity to take us 
a few steps closer to such transformations. 

Ben Ammi Kitson Development
al Media Inc 14-Mar overarching

After the official pronouncement of the SDSN of the public consultation in February, the Developmental Media 
Incorporated commission discussion and dialogue of the indicators, goals and targets made in the draft text of 
the SDSN Report. Following these discussions, it was recognized by the membership of the Developmental 
Media Incorporated that the professional and technical efforts used to develop the draft text as seen visible in 
the layout of the report is welcoming and commendable. The Developmental Media Incorporated welcome the 
inclusion of some relevant issues that were not captured in the current Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
such as the goals, targets and indicators set around issues of disability, nutrition, child stunting, promotion of 
decent work, youth transition into labor market, reduce house whole income gap, ensure universal coverage of 
health care, raise rural prosperity, universal access to rural areas to basic resources, peace and security and 
governance etc. 

Amidst the current Millennium Development Goals, the level of participation bucked up in the decision making 
and determination of the SDSN goals, targets, indicators and making the ultimate decisions that led to the 
report and its deliverables is very good sustainability and ownership promotion strategies that will go a long 
way in assisting in the full realization of the development goals.  This will additionally, assist in promoting 
citizens interest and increase their demand for the full adoption and implementation of goals, targets and 
indicators set. 
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Ben Ammi Kitson Development
al Media Inc 14-Mar 52 15, 6 and 

17

Additional Indicators that Countries May consider” this phrase put the decision to consider Teenage Pregnancy 
as an indicator at the description of countries in-steed of it been mandatory through the global development 
framework. In the minds of the Developmental Media Incorporated and other civil society organizations 
consulted that it will be better for Teenage Pregnancy indictor to be a must. In our minds the percentage of 
teenage pregnancy in Africa suggests the compelling reason while teenage pregnancy must stand tall. 
Justification: The highest rate of teenage pregnancy in the world — 143 per 1,000 girls aged 15–19 years — is 
in sub-Saharan Africa. Women in Africa, in general, get married at much earlier ages than women elsewhere 
— leading to earlier pregnancies. In Nigeria, according to the Health and Demographic Survey in 1992, 47% of 
women aged 20–24 were married before 15 and 87% before 18. 53% of those surveyed also had given birth to 
a child before the age of 18. A Save the Children report identified 10 countries where motherhood carried the 
most risks for young women and their babies. Of these, 9 were in sub-Saharan Africa, and Niger, Liberia, and 
Mali were the nations where girls were the most at-risk. In the 10 highest-risk nations, more than one in six 
teenage girls between the ages of 15 to 19 gave birth annually, and nearly one in seven babies born to these 
teenagers. 
Rationale and Definition: Teenage pregnancy is pregnancy in human females under the age of 20 at the time 
that the pregnancy ends. A pregnancy can take place in a pubertal female before menarche (the first menstrual 
period), which signals the possibility of fertility, but usually occurs after menarche. In well-nourished girls, 
menarche usually takes place around the age of 12 or 13. (cont.)

Ben Ammi Kitson Development
al Media Inc 14-Mar 52 15, 6 and 

17

Pregnant teenagers face many of the same obstetrics issues as other women. There are, however, additional 
medical concerns for mothers aged under 15. For mothers aged 15–19, risks are associated more with 
socioeconomic factors than with the biological effects of age.[3] However, research has shown risks of low birth 
weight, premature labor, anemia, and pre-eclampsia are connected to the biological age itself, as it was 
observed in teen births even after controlling for other risk factors (such as utilization of antenatal care etc.). 
In developed countries, teenage pregnancies are often associated with social issues, including lower 
educational levels, higher rates of poverty, and other poorer life outcomes in children of teenage mothers. 
Teenage pregnancy in developed countries is usually outside of marriage, and carries a social stigma in many 
communities and cultures.
By contrast, teenage parents in developing countries are often married, and their pregnancies welcomed by 
family and society. However, in these societies, early pregnancy may combine with malnutrition and poor 
health care to cause medical problems.

Ben Ammi Kitson Development
al Media Inc 14-Mar 69 9, 10, 11, 

12

Target 5a. Ensure universal coverage of quality healthcare, including the prevention and treatment of 
communicable and non-communicable diseases, sexual and reproductive health, family planning, routine 
immunization and maternal health, according the highest priority of primary healthcare.  The Developmental 
Media Incorporated has agreed with other organizations to propose replacement of this target with “prevention 
and treatment of communicable and non-communicable diseases, sexual and reproductive health, family 
planning, prevalence of contraceptive, routine training of midwives, construction and equipment of maternal 
waiting homes especially in rural communities, routine immunization and maternal health, according the 
highest priority of primary healthcare

Ben Ammi Kitson Development
al Media Inc 14-Mar 87 14 and 15

Indicator 57. Percentage of rural population using safe drinking water (modified MDGs indicator). The 
Developmental Media Incorporated and other civil society organizations meet and agreed to propose revision 
of this indicator to “Percentage of rural and vulnerable population using safe drinking water”. 

Rationale and definition: the Developmental Media Incorporated is proposing the need for this justification to 
be revived to “This indicator measures the percentage of the rural population with 17 accesses to basic 
drinking water service, as defined by the WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring 18 Programme. Drinking water is 
defined as water used by humans for ingestion, food 19 preparations, and basic hygiene purposes. 
Households are considered to have basic drinking water service when they use water from an improved 
source with a total collection time of 30-21 minutes or less for a round trip, including queuing. An improved 
drinking water source is a source or delivery point that by nature of its construction or through active 
intervention is protected from outside contamination with fecal matter. Improved drinking water sources can 
include: piped drinking water supply on premises; public taps/standposts; tubewell/borehole; protected dug 
well; protected spring; rainwater; and bottled water (when another improved source is used for hand washing, 
cooking or other basic personal hygiene purposes). Most of Africa lack of access level to safe drinking water is 
largely population in hard to reach communities and vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities simply 
because water sources are not accessible to these groups. Additionally, women and children are the most 
affected from the lack of access to safe drinking water, women get raped and abused while tracking long 
distances from communities in rural areas to the creak to fetch safe drinking water, children and women had to 
wake-up as early as 4:00am while others are in sleep just to fetch safe drinking water for homes in the process 
they get abused and children particularly run the risk of getting late for school due to delay in accessing safe 
drinking water at that time due to over crowdedness of the water sources and huge rush for the water”. 

Carl Obst

Melbourne 
Sustainable 
Society 
Institute

14-Mar overarching

Overall, the selection of indicators and the matching to various goals and targets seems well considered. 
However, in many cases the indicators (and indeed some of the targets) do not relate  to performance or 
outcomes in the context of sustainable development but rather they relate to whether certain actions or policy 
responses have taken place (presumably on the assumption that if the actions are taken then the outcome 
must be good for sustainable development). It may be useful to distinguish between those indicators that are 
true performance/outcome indicators and those that are action or response related.

Carl Obst

Melbourne 
Sustainable 
Society 
Institute

14-Mar overarching

To take forward the practical implementation of this work it would be useful to distinguish between the 
indicators and the underlying datasets needed to produce the indicators. It is rare for indicators to stand alone 
– usually a more detailed underlying database/s will be prepared initially. Often a single database may provide 
multiple indicators or be used in many contexts – population measures are a very good example. Thus a 
mapping of indicators to databases may help provide a better understanding of the scope of the required 
measurement work – i.e. recognizing that each indicator is not mutually exclusive in measurement terms.
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Carl Obst

Melbourne 
Sustainable 
Society 
Institute

14-Mar overarching

The links between goal 2 “Achieving development within planetary boundaries” and the listed targets and 
indicators are poorly described. In the first instance it is unclear whether Goal 2 relates to economic 
development or development more generally, for example using a notion of progress or sustainable 
development. Based on the key indicators it would seem that economic development is the focus but then one 
is left with inconsistencies. Target 2b seeks to propose integrating economic, environmental and social data 
which would suggest a broader notion but then this would be directly at odds with Target 2a.

The challenge in this space underlies the whole SDGs in that there is not strong sense of integration between 
the different domains. Indeed, the inclusion of GNI and the “right to development” (line 11, page 44) as 
measured by this indicator would seem somewhat at odds with the spirit of the SDGs.

One positive step forward would be to choose an alternative measure of economic development that 
recognizes some of the environmental costs that must be confronted. To this end the UN System of 
Environmental Economic Accounting (SEEA) describes the internationally agreed standardized definition of 
depletion adjusted GDP and GNI which would deduct the costs of depleting natural resources. It is by no 
means a complete adjustment for environmental costs but it is headed in the right direction. While many 
countries may not be in a position to estimate this indicator in the short term – appropriate resourcing could 
see this as a reasonable medium term objective and provide the correct impetus for the SDGs as a whole.

Carl Obst

Melbourne 
Sustainable 
Society 
Institute

14-Mar 5

It is positive to see the recognition of the role of national statistical offices and related international agencies. At 
the same time the level of investment required to ensure high quality involvement of the whole official statistical 
community is likely to be very high and not achieved rapidly. In that context, there will be a  need to balance 
the longer term importance of institutionalizing the production of indicators and making pragmatic choices in 
the short to medium term on information that provides an adequate sense of direction.
Recognising different time requirements for producers and users, perhaps in different places A, B and C quality 
indicators might be defined to match short term and longer term ambitions for measurement.

Carl Obst

Melbourne 
Sustainable 
Society 
Institute

14-Mar 6

While it is positive to see a proposed timetable the proposal looks ambitious. In large part it seems modeled on 
what many countries work towards with their national accounts (GDP) data. However, this is misleading as a 
model. To  complete GDP estimates within 3-4 months of a reference year it is necessary to use a variety of 
modeling techniques and focus only on higher level aggregates. Thus the proposal on page 6 does not take 
into account standard processing times for underlying detailed surveys, the distinction between headline 
indicators and the underlying dataset (eg between population and an underlying census), that such a timetable 
may imply significant revisions when final data are incorporated and the potential cost in terms of maintaining 
coherence between indicators.
It is noted as well that the timeframes on page 6 are not consistent with the timing for core indicators of within 
one year noted on page 7, line 47.

Carl Obst

Melbourne 
Sustainable 
Society 
Institute

14-Mar 8 3--8

This text suggests SDG indicators should be disaggregated which is a positive direction. It is unclear however 
whether this disaggregation should be conducted every year – or perhaps on a less frequent basis. 
Disaggregation, even irregularly, is likely to require a degree of modeling and annual disaggregation may not 
provide significant value added (in information terms) relative to the effort involved.

Carl Obst

Melbourne 
Sustainable 
Society 
Institute

14-Mar 10
The link between goal 2 and the targets and indicators should be made clearer. The term “development” is 
used in describing the goal but the text suggests that in fact the objective is “economic development”. This is a 
significant distinction and indeed the motivation for SDGs.

Carl Obst

Melbourne 
Sustainable 
Society 
Institute

14-Mar 10

The distinction between Target 2a and 2b is poorly made. Target 2b should focus on measures of flows related 
to planetary boundaries which is what is done in the proposed indicators. The incorporation of environmental 
and social information into GDP is a very distinct step. It should be recognized using different indicators in 
Target 2a.

Carl Obst

Melbourne 
Sustainable 
Society 
Institute

14-Mar 14
An indicator of subjective well-being is smuggled away under Target 5c. While it is accepted that the link 
between well-being and the variety of outcome and response indicators is unclear, it seems unfortunate that 
this measure should receive so little prominence in the overall structure.

Carl Obst

Melbourne 
Sustainable 
Society 
Institute

14-Mar 14
In relation to Goal 6 it is noted that FAO currently has a program of work in place to develop a System of 
Environmental-Economic Accounts for Agriculture applying the SEEA Central Framework as adopted in by the 
UN in 2012. SEEA –Agri may provide some of the indicators that are being proposed here.

Carl Obst

Melbourne 
Sustainable 
Society 
Institute

14-Mar 19

Since accounting standards have been developed for countries to integrate economic and environmental 
information it is disappointing not to see an objective for corporations to develop parallel accounting standards. 
Integrated reporting as in indicator 90 is a positive and broad direction but it does not target the development 
and implementation of accounting standards. There are a number of initiatives underway currently to describe 
appropriate accounting protocols for natural capital and targets around this objective could be included. The 
SDGs should be more ambitious in this area of corporate involvement and expectation.

Christian T. L. 
Peah

Liberia Action 
Network on 
Small Arms 
(LANSA)

14-Mar overarching

Having gone through the draft text of the SDSN Report it was observed by the Liberia Scout Association the 
professional and technical efforts put into the development of the draft text is encouraging and commendable. 
Liberia Action Network on Small arms (LANSA) welcomes the inclusion of some key issues that were not 
covered in the current Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) such as the goals, targets and indicators set 
around issues of disability, nutrition, child stunting, promotion of decent work, youth transition into labor market, 
reduce house whole income gap, ensure universal coverage of health care, 
ability and ownership promotion strategies that will go a long way in assisting in the full realization of the 
development goals. This will additionally, assist in promoting citizens interest and increase their demand for the 
full adoption and implementation of goals, targets and indicators set. 
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Christian T. L. 
Peah

Liberia Action 
Network on 
Small Arms 
(LANSA)

14-Mar 52 15, 6 and 
17

“Additional Indicators that Countries May consider” this phrase put the decision to consider Teenage 
Pregnancy as an indicator at the description of countries in-steed of it been mandatory through the global 
development framework. In the minds of the Liberia Action Network on Small arms (LANSA) and other civil 
society consulted it will be better for Teenage Pregnancy indictor to be a must. In our minds the percentage of 
teenage pregnancy in Africa suggests the compelling reason while teenage pregnancy must stand tall. 

Justification:The highest rate of teenage pregnancy in the world — 143 per 1,000 girls aged 15–19 years — is 
in sub-Saharan Africa. Women in Africa, in general, get married at much earlier ages than women elsewhere 
— leading to earlier pregnancies. In Nigeria, according to the Health and Demographic Survey in 1992, 47% of 
women aged 20–24 were married before 15 and 87% before 18. 53% of those surveyed also had given birth to 
a child before the age of 18.A Save the Children report identified 10 countries where motherhood carried the 
most risks for young women and their babies. Of these, 9 were in sub-Saharan Africa, and Niger, Liberia, and 
Mali were the nations where girls were the most at-risk. In the 10 highest-risk nations, more than one in six 
teenage girls between the ages of 15 to 19 gave birth annually, and nearly one in seven babies born to these 
teenagers.
Rationale and Definition: Teenage pregnancy is pregnancy in human females under the age of 20 at the time 
that the pregnancy ends. A pregnancy can take place in a pubertal female before menarche (the first menstrual 
period), which signals the possibility of fertility, but usually occurs after menarche. In well-nourished girls, 
menarche usually takes place around the age of 12 or 13. (cont.)

Christian T. L. 
Peah

Liberia Action 
Network on 
Small Arms 
(LANSA)

14-Mar 52 15, 6 and 
17

Pregnant teenagers face many of the same obstetrics issues as other women. There are, however, additional 
medical concerns for mothers aged under 15.[2] For mothers aged 15–19, risks are associated more with 
socioeconomic factors than with the biological effects of age.[3] However, research has shown risks of low birth 
weight, premature labor, anemia, and pre-eclampsia are connected to the biological age itself, as it was 
observed in teen births even after controlling for other risk factors (such as utilization of antenatal care etc.). 
In developed countries, teenage pregnancies are often associated with social issues, including lower 
educational levels, higher rates of poverty, and other poorer life outcomes in children of teenage mothers. 
Teenage pregnancy in developed countries is usually outside of marriage, and carries a social stigma in many 
communities and cultures.
By contrast, teenage parents in developing countries are often married, and their pregnancies welcomed by 
family and society. However, in these societies, early pregnancy may combine with malnutrition and poor 
health care to cause medical problems.

Christian T. L. 
Peah

Liberia Action 
Network on 
Small Arms 
(LANSA)

14-Mar 69 9, 10, 11, 
12

Target 5a. Ensure universal coverage of quality healthcare, including the prevention and treatment of 
communicable and non-communicable diseases, sexual and reproductive health, family planning, routine 
immunization and maternal health, according the highest priority of primary healthcare.  The Liberia Scout 
Association is proposing replacement of this target with “prevention and treatment of communicable and non-
communicable diseases, sexual and reproductive health, family planning, prevalence of contraceptive, routine 
training of midwives, construction and equipment of maternal waiting homes especially in rural communities, 
routine immunization and maternal health, according the highest priority of primary healthcare

Christian T. L. 
Peah

Liberia Action 
Network on 
Small Arms 
(LANSA)

14-Mar 87 14 and 15

Indicator 57. Percentage of rural population using safe drinking water (modified MDGs indicator). Liberia Action 
Network on Small arms (LANSA) I proposing revived of this indicator to “Percentage of rural and vulnerable 
population using safe drinking water”. 

Rationale and definition: the Liberia Action Network on Small arms (LANSA) is proposing the need for this 
justification to be revived to “This indicator measures the percentage of the rural population with 17 accesses 
to basic drinking water service, as defined by the WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring 18 Programme. Drinking 
water is defined as water used by humans for ingestion, food 19 preparations, and basic hygiene purposes. 
Households are considered to have basic drinking water service when they use water from an improved 
source with a total collection time of 30-21 minutes or less for a round trip, including queuing. An improved 
drinking water source is a source or delivery point that by nature of its construction or through active 
intervention is protected from outside contamination with fecal matter. Improved drinking water sources can 
include: piped drinking water supply on premises; public taps/standposts; tubewell/borehole; protected dug 
well; protected spring; rainwater; and bottled water (when another improved source is used for hand washing, 
cooking or other basic personal hygiene purposes). Most of Africa lack of access level to safe drinking water is 
largely population in hard to reach communities and vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities simply 
because water sources are not accessible to these groups. Additionally, women and children are the most 
affected from the lack of access to safe drinking water, women get raped and abused while tracking long 
distances from communities in rural areas to the creak to fetch safe drinking water, children and women had to 
wake-up as early as 4:00am while others are in sleep just to fetch safe drinking water for homes in the process 
they get abused and children particularly run the risk of getting late for school due to delay in accessing safe 
drinking water at that time due to over crowdedness of the water sources and huge rush for the water”. 

D. Nyandeh Sieh, 
Sr; Dismas 
Cupson; Prince 
D. Kreplah

Friends of 
Franbarnie 
International ( 
FOFI); Liberia 
NGOs 
Network  
(LINNK), 
Citizens 
United to 
Promote 
Peace & 
Democracy in 
Liberia           

14-Mar overarching

After review of the draft text of the SDSN Report it was observed by the Friends of Franbarnie International 
(FOFI) the professional and technical efforts put into the development of the draft text is commendable. 
Friends of Franbabarnie International welcome the inclusion of some key issues that were not covered in the 
current Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) such as the goals, targets and indicators set around issues of 
disability, nutrition, child stunting, promotion of decent work, youth transition into labor market, reduce house 
whole income gap, ensure universal coverage of health care, raise rural prosperity, universal access to rural 
areas to basic resources, peace and security and governance etc.

Unlike the current Millennium Development Goals, the level of participation encouraged in the decision making 
and determination of the SDSN goals, targets, indicators and making the ultimate decisions that led to the 
report and its deliverables is encouraging and very good sustainability and ownership promotion strategies that 
will go a long way in assisting in the full realization of the development goals. This will additionally, assist in 
promoting citizens interest and increase their demand for the full adoption and implementation of goals, targets 
and indicators set. 
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D. Nyandeh Sieh, 
Sr; Dismas 
Cupson; Prince 
D. Kreplah

Friends of 
Franbarnie 
International ( 
FOFI); Liberia 
NGOs 
Network  
(LINNK), 
Citizens 
United to 
Promote 
Peace & 
Democracy in 
Liberia           

14-Mar 52 15, 6 and 
17

“Additional Indicators that Countries May consider” this phrase put the decision to consider Teenage 
Pregnancy as an indicator at the description of countries in-steed of it been mandatory through the global 
development framework. In the minds of the Friends of Franbarnie International and other civil society 
consulted it will be better for Teenage Pregnancy indictor to be a must. In our minds the percentage of teenage 
pregnancy in Africa suggests the compelling reason while teenage pregnancy must stand tall. 

Justification: The highest rate of teenage pregnancy in the world with Liberia being no exception — 143 per 
1,000 girls aged 15–19 years — is in sub-Saharan Africa. Women in Africa, in general, get married at much 
earlier ages than women elsewhere — leading to earlier pregnancies. In Nigeria, according to the Health and 
Demographic Survey in 1992, 47% of women aged 20–24 were married before 15 and 87% before 18. 53% of 
those surveyed also had given birth to a child before the age of 18.A Save the Children report identified 10 
countries where motherhood carried the most risks for young women and their babies. Of these, 9 were in sub-
Saharan Africa, and Niger, Liberia, and Mali were the nations where girls were the most at-risk. In the 10 
highest-risk nations, more than one in six teenage girls between the ages of 15 to 19 gave birth annually, and 
nearly one in seven babies born to these teenagers.
Rationale and Definition: Teenage pregnancy is pregnancy in human females under the age of 20 at the time 
that the pregnancy ends. A pregnancy can take place in a pubertal female before menarche (the first menstrual 
period), which signals the possibility of fertility, but usually occurs after menarche. In well-nourished girls, 
menarche usually takes place around the age of 12 or 13.(cont.)

D. Nyandeh Sieh, 
Sr; Dismas 
Cupson; Prince 
D. Kreplah

Friends of 
Franbarnie 
International ( 
FOFI); Liberia 
NGOs 
Network  
(LINNK), 
Citizens 
United to 
Promote 
Peace & 
Democracy in 
Liberia           

14-Mar 52 15, 6 and 
17

Pregnant teenagers face many of the same obstetrics issues as other women. There are, however, additional 
medical concerns for mothers aged fewer than 15.[2] For mothers aged 15–19, risks are associated more with 
socioeconomic factors than with the biological effects of age.[3] However, research has shown risks of low birth 
weight, premature labor, anemia, and pre-eclampsia are connected to the biological age itself, as it was 
noticed  in teen births even after controlling for other risk factors (such as utilization of antenatal care etc.). 
 As for developed countries, teenage pregnancies are often associated with social issues, including lower 
educational levels, higher rates of poverty, and other poorer life outcomes in children of teenage mothers. 
Teenage pregnancy in developed countries is usually outside of marriage, and carries a social stigma in many 
communities and cultures.
In contrast, teenage parents in developing countries are often married, and their pregnancies welcomed by 
family and society. However, in these societies, early pregnancy may combine with malnutrition and poor 
health care to cause medical problems.

D. Nyandeh Sieh, 
Sr; Dismas 
Cupson; Prince 
D. Kreplah

Friends of 
Franbarnie 
International ( 
FOFI); Liberia 
NGOs 
Network  
(LINNK), 
Citizens 
United to 
Promote 
Peace & 
Democracy in 
Liberia           

14-Mar 69 9, 10, 11, 
12

Target 5a. Ensure universal coverage of quality healthcare, including the prevention and treatment of 
communicable and non-communicable diseases, sexual and reproductive health, family planning, routine 
immunization and FOFI is suggesting replacement of this target with “prevention and treatment of 
communicable and non-communicable diseases, sexual and reproductive health, family planning, prevalence 
of contraceptive, routine training of midwives, construction and equipment of maternal waiting homes 
especially in rural communities, routine immunization and maternal health, according the highest priority of 
primary healthcare

D. Nyandeh Sieh, 
Sr; Dismas 
Cupson; Prince 
D. Kreplah

Friends of 
Franbarnie 
International ( 
FOFI); Liberia 
NGOs 
Network  
(LINNK), 
Citizens 
United to 
Promote 
Peace & 
Democracy in 
Liberia           

14-Mar 87 14 and 15

Indicator 57. Percentage of rural population using safe drinking water (modified MDGs indicator). The Friends 
of Franbarnie International (FOFI) proposing revived of this indicator to “Percentage of rural and vulnerable 
population using safe drinking water”. 

Rationale and definition: the Friends of Franbarnie International (FOFI) is anticipating the need for this 
justification to be revived to “This indicator measures the percentage of the rural population with 17 accesses 
to basic drinking water service, as defined by the WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring 18 Programme. Drinking 
water is defined as water used by humans for ingestion, food 19 preparations, and basic hygiene purposes. 
Households are considered to have basic drinking water service when they use water from an improved 
source with a total collection time of 30-21 minutes or less for a round trip, including queuing. An improved 
drinking water source is a source or delivery point that by nature of its construction or through active 
intervention is protected from outside contamination with fecal matter. Improved drinking water sources can 
include: piped drinking water supply on premises; public taps/standposts; tubewell/borehole; protected dug 
well; protected spring; rainwater; and bottled water (when another improved source is used for hand washing, 
cooking or other basic personal hygiene purposes). Most of Africa lack of access level to safe drinking water is 
largely population in hard to reach communities and vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities simply 
because water sources are not accessible to these groups. Additionally, women and children are the most 
affected from the lack of access to safe drinking water, women get raped and abused while tracking long 
distances from communities in rural areas to the creak to fetch safe drinking water, children and women had to 
wake-up as early as 4:00am while others are in sleep just to fetch safe drinking water for homes in the process 
they get abused and children particularly run the risk of getting late for school due to delay in accessing safe 
drinking water at that time due to over crowdedness of the water sources and huge rush for the water”. 

Dr.R.Srinivas 
Center for 
Sustainable 
Development

14-Mar overarching Use of smart technologies to facilitate sustainable development in cities/towns must be incorporated.

Dr.R.Srinivas 
Center for 
Sustainable 
Development

14-Mar overarching Lifestyle changes adopted for conservation of natural resources can be one of the measurable indicators.

Dr.R.Srinivas 
Center for 
Sustainable 
Development

14-Mar overarching Efforts made by citizens and organizations towards reduction of waste or waste minimization can also be 
recorded.

Dr.R.Srinivas 
Center for 
Sustainable 
Development

14-Mar overarching Under sustainable consumption, factors influencing purchase decisions should be included.

Frans C. 
Verhagen

Pace 
University 14-Mar overarching

1.               The SDGs are an opportunity to articulate the challenges of sustainable development in a set of 
VALUES, goals, targets and indicators that are specific, universal and flexible and capable of being achieved 
by 2030.

Frans C. 
Verhagen

Pace 
University 14-Mar

2.               The SDGs must catalyze sustainable development in every country, part of society and sector of 
the economy by reanimating institutional structures and initiatives at every governance level to advance human 
well- being OF HUMANS AND OTHER SPECIES.

Frans C. 
Verhagen

Pace 
University 14-Mar

3.               The SDGs must express a balanced determination to achieve both poverty eradication and other 
development objectives, and to move decisively towards more equitable and sustainable patterns of 
consumption and production.
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Frans C. 
Verhagen

Pace 
University 14-Mar

4.               The SDGs must push national and supranational entities to re-design institutional arrangements 
within their organizational structure that discourage silo thinking and encourage cross-sector collaboration and 
partnerships with business and other stakeholders.

Frans C. 
Verhagen

Pace 
University 14-Mar 5.               The SDGs must catalyze the development of policy, guidelines and regulations within the public 

and private sectors that foster and nurture human well-being OF HUMANS AND OTHER SPECIES.

Frans C. 
Verhagen

Pace 
University 14-Mar

6.               The SDGs must highlight the added value of incorporating sustainability into the poverty reduction 
agenda rather than casting sustainability as a necessary but detrimental inclusion. Examples of this approach 
include the idea of irreversible poverty eradication and of maximizing the sustainable yield from the oceans for 
human nutrition.The SDGs should be seen as a catalyst for a global drive to eliminate poverty and advance 
sustainable development and as such, policy-makers should keep in mind long-term changes that must occur 
in different sectors and parts of society.

Frans C. 
Verhagen

Pace 
University 14-Mar

7.               The business community must improve integrated resource management capabilities, develop 
more effective multi-sector collaborations, create new legal structures and more equitable pricing structures. 
They must look beyond the risks associated with resource mismanagement to the opportunities created by 
proper resource management.

Frans C. 
Verhagen

Pace 
University 14-Mar

Furthermore, the business community must improve its communication with policy, advocacy and academic 
communities to create a dialogue for understanding shared goals and experiences and a common language 
for discussing policies. This requires the business community to be engaged as an active partner in the global 
agenda-setting process.

Frans C. 
Verhagen

Pace 
University 14-Mar

8.               The scientific community must increase interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research that grounds 
new policy approaches in robust science AND EXPLICIT VALUE ASSUMPTIONS, clearly defines what is and 
is not a cross-cutting issue, and provides policy makers with VALUES OPTIONS, research and tools that 
match their needs.

Frans C. 
Verhagen

Pace 
University 14-Mar

9.               THE SDGs ARE TO BE ROOTED IN AN INTEGRATED SET OF SOCIAL AND ECOLOGICAL 
VALUES OR A COMMON VALUE BASE THE PURSUIT OF WHICH WAS INITIATED BY MAURICE STRONG, 
MIKAEL GORBACHEV AND DUTCH PRIME MINISTER RUUD LUUBERS AFTER THE RIO EARTH SUMMIT 
IN 1992 AND WHICH RESULTED AFTER WORDWIDE CONSULTATION IN THE ADOPTION OF THE EARTH 
CHARTER IN 2000. THE EARTH CHARTER OR SIMILAR INTEGRATED VALUE SYSTEMS ARE AN 
EXPANSION OF FOCUS AREA 19’S EMPHASIS ON VALUES.

Grace Sanico 
Steffan

Office of the 
High 
Commissioner 
for Human 
Rights

14-Mar overarching

The High Commissioner for Human Rights stated that the Post-2015 agenda must be built on human rights-
based approach, in both process and substance (see her open letter to Member States.  It means deliberately 
directing development efforts to the realization of human rights.  And it means explicitly aligning the Post-2015 
agenda with the international human rights framework – including civil, cultural, economic, political and social 
rights, as well as the right to development.  I commend the extensive public consultations on this draft report. 

Grace Sanico 
Steffan

Office of the 
High 
Commissioner 
for Human 
Rights

14-Mar overarching

I note that the draft report address both sides of the development challenge – that is freedom from both fear 
and want.  The report has a broad conception of development, including economic and social rights, such as 
the right to education, to food, health, water and sanitation, and to decent work, as well as civil and political 
rights relating to access to justice, personal security, political participation and freedom of  association.  We 
note that some key human rights issues are missing, among others are free primary education, social security, 
freedom of expression, and international reform to ensure human rights-based policy coherence at the 
international level.  I suggest reflecting these in the list of goals, targets and indicators. 
OHCHR is of the view that human rights cannot be a standalone goal, since it relates to all the potential goals, 
targets and indicators.  Human rights should underpin the entire framework, that all goals, targets and 
indicators should be aligned with human rights standards.  This is also highlighted in both the High-Level Panel 
of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda and the Open Working Group on Sustainable 
Development Goals reports.  I suggest that a much wider range of human rights indicators should be included 
than currently exist in the report. 

Grace Sanico 
Steffan

Office of the 
High 
Commissioner 
for Human 
Rights

14-Mar overarching

The OHCHR publication Human Rights Indicators – A Guide to Measurement and Implementation establish 
how indicators can be derived from human rights standards and instruments, starting with the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights.  The guide provides illustrative lists of human rights indicators that could be 
included and used to revise the existing indicators in the report. The publication also includes metadata of 
selected indicators to facilitate interpretation and assessment and promote transparency.  This includes the 
definition, rationale of the indicator (including from a human rights perspective), its methods of computation 
and data collection and limitations.

Grace Sanico 
Steffan

Office of the 
High 
Commissioner 
for Human 
Rights

14-Mar overarching

The goals, targets and indicators identified must advance the human rights norms and principles of equality, 
non-discrimination, participation and access to remedy.  It must encourage proactive measures to dismantle 
discrimination based on race, sex, language, religion, age, disability, migration status, and other factors.  I 
therefore suggest expanding the categories of disaggregation, both at the international and national levels, to 
include all prohibited grounds for discrimination, in accordance with human rights standards (e.g. data 
protection and privacy, self-identification, participation in the data collection, etc.) where relevant. The relevant 
treaty provisions, General Comments and recommendations from the international human rights mechanisms 
in the United Nations could provide guidance, see the Human Rights Bodies – General Comments and Human 
Rights Index  

Grace Sanico 
Steffan

Office of the 
High 
Commissioner 
for Human 
Rights

14-Mar overarching

To reveal the most marginalized, disempowered and excluded groups, I suggest that national statistical 
systems broaden their sources of information and data collections. The selection of indicators could be based 
on their data sources and collection methods and the nature of information captured, namely indicators that:
1. Are or can be commonly compiled by national statistical systems
2. Are based on data capturing facts, events or objects that are in principle observable and verifiable (e.g. 
crime reported by victimization surveys and/or administrative records)
3. Are based on perception or opinion population surveys (e.g. household survey)
4. May be brought together by the UN and other international organizations developing harmonization 
standards for data exchange and quality.
This is also consistent with the recommendations of the UN System Task Team on the Post-2015 UN 
Development Agenda; see Statistics and Indicators for the Post-2015 Development Agenda.

Grace Sanico 
Steffan

Office of the 
High 
Commissioner 
for Human 
Rights

14-Mar overarching

New post-2015 accountability mechanisms should build upon global accountability mechanisms that already 
exist in the environmental, human rights and social fields. This is a prerequisite for coherence. There are a 
number of different possibilities how to ensure that the monitoring of the human rights mechanisms feeds into 
the SDG monitoring mechanisms – and vice versa. Ensuring systematic flows of information between these 
existing mechanisms and new post-2015 mechanisms should be a minimum requirement, and sharing 
expertise with experts from other bodies. Human rights bodies have long experience in adapting global 
standards to the national level; post-2015 review procedures should draw on these methodologies, as well as 
lessons regarding peer v. expert review and how best to ensure participation and independent data and 
analysis. 

Grace Sanico 
Steffan

Office of the 
High 
Commissioner 
for Human 
Rights

14-Mar overarching
In the selection of core indicators, it will be useful to refer to the OHCHR post-2015 criteria developed to 
prioritize goals, targets and indicators that are built on the foundation of human rights, see Who will be 
Accountable?  Human Rights and the Post-2015 development Agenda.
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Grace Sanico 
Steffan

Office of the 
High 
Commissioner 
for Human 
Rights

14-Mar overarching

I note the inclusion of indicator 27 on ‘Compliance with recommendations from the Universal Periodic Review 
and UN Treaties’ and the proposal for OHCHR as the lead agency.  This is a significant proposal because as 
mentioned earlier, it is crucial that the agenda should be linked to the assessments that the existing human 
rights mechanisms are performing.  It is also essential that new indicators be developed given the call from 
various stakeholders, including the High Level Panel, for a data revolution by expanding the data sources (e.g. 
big data, data from private actors) and methodologies used.  

However, at the moment I see methodological difficulties with the particular proposed indicator.  Effective 
assessment of compliance to the treaties and the recommendations of the different mechanisms would need 
the use of not just one but several indicators, e.g. status of ratification, status of reporting, response to 
communications/complaint mechanisms, response to recommendations, adoption of laws and policies, 
existence of credible human rights institutions, etc.  To compile all these different yet equally important 
elements of the assessment into one indicator may not be effectual.  The UNECE/Eurostat/OECD Task Force 
does not include a composite indicator in its proposals on measuring sustainable development due to 
weighting issues, see UNTT report, p. 36

I am suggesting changing the proposed indicators to similar indicators that have available data and for which 
OHCHR have put in place information gathering systems (see comments below).  

Grace Sanico 
Steffan

Office of the 
High 
Commissioner 
for Human 
Rights

14-Mar 7, 8 4, 4
Should allow, where relevant for disaggregation by prohibited grounds for discrimination, in accordance with 
human rights standards.  For more discussion on disaggregation by prohibited grounds of discrimination, see 
Human Rights Indicators – A Guide to Measurement and Implementation, p. 68 - 70

Grace Sanico 
Steffan

Office of the 
High 
Commissioner 
for Human 
Rights

14-Mar 10 Target 2

Target 02a. Each country reaches at least the next income level and promotes decent work and social security.  
Proposed indicator: Proportion of population (e.g. workers in the formal/informal sectors, women, children, 
older persons and persons with disabilities) registered as participant/beneficiary of an income security scheme 
(e.g. in case of unemployment, sickness, maternity and disability) or health insurance

Grace Sanico 
Steffan

Office of the 
High 
Commissioner 
for Human 
Rights

14-Mar 11 Target 3 Target 03b. All girls and boys receive free primary and quality secondary education that focuses on a broad 
range of and substantive equality of learning outcomes and on reducing the dropout rate to zero.  

Grace Sanico 
Steffan

Office of the 
High 
Commissioner 
for Human 
Rights

14-Mar 12 27

Country’s ratification of United Nations human rights treaties entailing accountability mechanisms (reporting, 
observations and review complaints by UN bodies)/Existence of credible national institutions for the protection 
of human rights (compliant with United Nations standards).  Metadata available at Human Rights Indicators – A 
Guide to Measurement and Implementation, p. 141, 146. Data available at 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Indicators/Pages/HRIndicatorsIndex.aspx

Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar overarching

Limited reference to Disaster Risk Reduction: 
We welcome the discussion of concrete indicators in this report which will enable Sustainable Development 
Goals to be appropriately monitored by national governments, civil society and the international community. 
But we are seriously disappointed not to see a greater emphasis on Disaster Risk Reduction. Disasters have 
an overwhelming human, environmental and financial toll on development and poverty eradication efforts. This 
was clearly recognised in The Future we Want which called for 
‘disaster risk reduction and the building of resilience to disasters to be addressed with a renewed sense of 
urgency in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication’ (para 186).  Disaster risk reduction 
must be embedded in poverty reduction strategies if they are not to be derailed by shocks and stresses. The 
post-2015 framework needs to measure what matters – a target to reduce the impact of disasters on poor 
people and poverty eradication efforts speaks to the heart of the framework and its core objective and 
therefore must sit under a poverty eradication goal.
The latest World Development Report states that disasters play a major role in pushing households below the 
poverty line and keeping them there, and evidence from Haiti, Pakistan and the Philippines has shown clearly 
that disasters can lead to an abrupt, systemic, intergenerational and long-lasting increase in poverty: poverty 
levels in Rizal Province in the Philippines nearly doubled due to Typhoons Ondoy and Pepeng, and were still 
elevated three years later; the 2000-2001 drought in Sindh province in Pakistan increased poverty by up to 15 
percent; the Haiti earthquake pushed successful poverty eradication efforts back 10 years. 
We also welcome the analysis in Table 2 demonstrating clusters of indicators that cut across different goals, as 
this will help to simplifie the task of measurement and highlight synergies for national planning. However, DRR 
is only present in goals 6 and 7; we were disappointed that Table 2 misses the opportunity to highlight DRR 
indicators in relation to poverty, gender, health and education (page 22). These partial approaches may leave 
gaps or create overlaps in DRR implementation, either limiting national disaster efforts into particular areas 
(such as climate/water-related disasters at the expense of earthquakes and tsunamis), or leading to significant 
inefficiencies, with separate strategies/plans/budgets.
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Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar overarching

A poor indicator for disaster risk reduction
The indicator for disaster reduction given in Goals 6 and 7 is very poor.  It is entirely based on economic 
losses.  

We understand why this indicator has been used – it is one of the simplest targets to measure (although data 
systems are not sufficiently set up to do this yet) and it has obvious political appeal.  It is likely to get greater 
engagement from the national ministries of finance and private sector and it could stimulate greater focus on 
the prevention of new risk – it may provide opportunities to push for new development pathways to avoid the 
creation of unacceptable levels of risk.  

However, this indicator is not appropriate for an instrument whose overarching objective is to reduce poverty 
and leave no one behind: 
- It will continue the current emphasis on major disasters (Haiti earthquake, Superstorm Sandy etc) as 
opposed to the smaller, localized, recurrent disasters (such as village level flooding/drought/landslides etc) 
which have been shown to create more than half of all losses due to disasters and play a key role in 
undermining development for the poorest.
- It will entrench inequality.  It will focus national efforts in areas of high economic productivity such as industrial 
and metro areas and is likely to leave behind those in poor rural communities, such as those impacted by 
Typhoon Haiyan, for example.   Are DRR efforts successful if, for example, 90 per cent of national assets were 
protected from disasters but these assets were owned by the elite minority – leaving the majority of the 
population vulnerable? 
- It inherently focuses on assets rather than people and a key policy response is likely to be insurance, which is 
often not appropriate for the poorest segments of the population.  
• It totally overlooks the social aspects of disasters, the many physical, social, economic and psychological 
impacts that disasters have on survivors – many of which are long term impacts.  
• Will such a target reflect economic losses at household level and capture the impacts on livelihoods and 
productive assets that are particularly acute and key to addressing poverty? (cont.)

Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar overarching

Better ways to measure Disaster Resilience in the SDG framework include the following:

• Reducing losses: this needs to go far beyond simple national economic losses and mortality, to incorporate 
broader social costs and livelihoods.  A broad range of indicators would be required, including reducing the 
percentage of household and productive assets lost or damaged; numbers of people harmed and displaced; 
and working and school days lost.  Economic losses would have to be relative to GDP at national level, and 
also sub-national level, to avoid discrepancies due to national averages.  

• Reducing risk: whereas a loss target is retrospective (only able to record what has happened), a risk target is 
predictive (looking at future risk). It combines measuring changes to hazard, exposure, vulnerability and 
capacity either through an index (such as the existing World Risk Index) or modeling (various models are being 
developed, including by UNISDR).

• Reducing perceived risk: this people-centred approach allows top-down data collection to be ground-truthed 
with surveys of whether people feel safer or better protected from disasters. It can also be used to capture key 
resilience principles such as trust and social cohesion. This can be done through the Gallup World Poll, World 
Values Survey, Global Barometer etc.  

• Preventing impoverishment: this target would measure how many people are pushed into poverty due to 
negative coping mechanisms (such as selling assets, taking out loans etc). 

• Reducing vulnerability: this would be measured by composite indicators through indices such as the existing 
IDB Prevalent Vulnerability Index or the World Bank’s Index of Preparedness for Risk.
• Disaster Risk Reduction actions and policies: These are input/process indicators and include measures of 
public commitment, such as availability and application of legislation, the level or proportion of annual 
government spending allocated to disaster risk reduction, and the integration of disaster risk assessment into 
private sector development projects. This could be measured through the existing IDB Risk Management Index 
or the index for policy change that UNISDR is developing for the post-HFA. (cont.)

Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar overarching

It is likely that several of these indicators will be required for a core target under a poverty reduction goal. 
Further work is going on in the DRR community to determine the best indicators – including at an experts 
meeting to be held on 25 March in London.  Yet even a cross sector target cannot adequately capture the 
different dimensions of disaster resilience. Therefore it is important that other indicators are integrated into the 
majority of the proposed goals in this paper.

Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar overarching

Economic Growth

We were disappointed not to see more recognition of the way that economic growth must be predicated on the 
ability to adapt successfully to a changing climate and deal with disasters if it is going to lead to poverty 
reduction.

Reducing the structural drivers of unequal growth is key to building resilience. A goal or target on economic 
growth should support an open, fair and development-friendly trading system, substantially reducing trade-
distorting measures, including agricultural subsidies, while improving market access of developing country 
products.
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Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar 9, 35 Indicator 1, 
Target 1a

The Role of DRR in Poverty Alleviation:

The disproportionate impact of disasters on poor people necessitates that efforts to reduce disaster risk must 
deliver for the poorest women, men, girls and boys; poverty reduction must be at the heart of DRR.  Hence 
governments must be held primarily accountable to a target for reducing the impact of disasters on poor 
people and on poverty eradication efforts – and therefore it must be established under a poverty alleviation 
goal.

An additional indicator could be included to track impoverishment due to disasters. Three indicators have 
already been proposed by the World Bank: 

• no increase in proportion of population in poverty; 
• no additional people enter poverty, measured using longitudinal panel data; 
• less than a 1-in-50-year chance a disaster will return proportion of population in poverty to 2015 levels, based 
on modelled variables.

Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar 9, 36, 37 Indicator 2, 
Target 1a

Disaster Vulnerability as Multi-dimensional Poverty:

We welcome the move away from simplistic to muti-dimensional understandings of poverty, but call for the 
inclusion of vulnerability to shocks as an indicator of poverty.

• Strengthen community/household resilience - the capacity of people to absorb, adapt and thrive in the face of 
shocks and stresses – for example through empowerment and social protection.
• Measure individual’s/family’s capacities and resources (assets, access to financial services, education, 
health, empowerment), 
• Measure the capacity and resources of the state, community and others (encompassing social cohesion, 
trust, social protection, emergency services and preparedness). 

Several indices are currently available to measure risk and vulnerability, these include:

• IDB’s Prevalent Vulnerability Index: This is comprised of 24 indicators across three key categories – exposure 
and susceptibility, socio-economic fragility, and lack of resilience.  The indicators – derived from reliable 
existing databases - express situations, causes, susceptibilities, weaknesses or relative absences affecting the 
country, region or locality under study, and which would benefit from risk reduction action. 
• World Bank’s proposed Index of preparation for risk comprises measures of assets and services across four 
key categories - human capital, physical and financial assets, social support, and state support - that influence 
preparation for risk.  In contrast to the more comprehensive approach taken by the PVI above, this index uses 
representative indicators – choosing two indicators per category.  For example, human capital is assessed with 
indicators of average years of schooling, and the immunization rate for measles; and assets is assessed by 
indicators for the proportion of households with less than $1,000 in net assets, and access to finance index.

Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar 10, 42 1.C 7

Reducing Global Threats to Sustainable Development:

Target C under poverty looks at conflict and special needs of LDCs. SDSN has chosen to include peace and 
security under Goal 1 because of its adverse effect on Least Developed Countries. And it is clearly true that 
disasters (whether natural or man-made) also kill and displace people, destroy livelihoods and exacerbate 
inequalities and therefore should be included in this indicator. There is also a link between disasters and 
conflict.

• Indictor 7 –seeks to measure the no.s of refugees displaced –should include those displaced by natural 
disasters.
• (Page 43, line 16) Rather than measuring the proportion of children out of school – which will fluctuate heavily 
– it is suggested that the number of schools days lost due to disaster would be a better measure. 
Several states have proposed a goal to ‘Reduce global threats to sustainable development’ or its inverse ‘Build 
resilience of communities and nations,’ which could include targets on climate change, disasters and conflict.  
This offers real advantages in highlighting risks to the achievement of the SDGs and the need for risk 
management across the framework which currently is totally absent (goals on, for example, economic growth 
and industrialisation could be severely constrained by disasters).  It also reflects the daily reality of 
communities who experience multiple risks, and provides a conceptual link between these mutually-reinforcing 
issues without constraining policy responses.

Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar 11
Indicator 

20, 22, 24, 
Target 03b

The role of DRR in ensuring effective learning for all children and youth for life and livelihood:

We welcome the reference to youth investment and participation in the labor force. However additional 
indicators are required to measure the resilience of education infrastructure to disasters in order to protect 
effective learning for all children and youth for life and livelihoods. 

• % schools built to locally and nationally appropriate hazard-resistant standards. 
• % of schools that undertake evacuation exercises, have contingency plans, and integrate DRR into their 
curriculum. 
• No. of school days lost to disasters.
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Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar 12

Indicator 
27, 30, 31; 
Target 04a, 

04b

The role of DRR in achieving gender equality, social inclusion and human rights

Promoting Equality:
 
We welcome the reference to 'compliance with UN Human Rights Treaties and Protocols' and a reduction in 
inequality. There is a need to further acknowledge the link between inequality and disaster resilience. Whilst 
disasters can affect everyone, disaster risk is not shared equally between rich and poor.  As the Co-Chairs’ 
Progress Report notes (para 173), ‘the poorest are most at risk from climate change and natural disasters.’  
Those marginalised – whether by sex, age, ethnicity, ability or other factor - bear the greatest burden.  

Effective action to reduce disaster risk requires a range of efforts, policies and actions and limited funding may 
force governments to prioritise.  There is a concern that such prioritisation may lead to entrenching inequality 
and poverty – whereby protecting assets is consistently privileged over protecting the poorest people. DRR 
efforts could not be deemed to be successful if, for example, 90 per cent of national assets were protected 
from disasters but these assets were owned by the elite minority – this leaves the majority of the population 
vulnerable to the shocks and stresses that can derail their own and their government’s efforts to break free 
from poverty.

We would like to see:
• An explicit recognition that the most marginalised are those most impacted by disasters of all kinds, because 
poverty and inequality often push people to live on the margins, in high-risk places, such as alongside rivers, 
floodplains, marginal land and hillsides, thus perpetuating a vicious cycle of disaster, debt and destitution. 
• We would welcome the reference to participatory approaches including indigenous peoples, minorities, 
migrants, refugees, persons with disabilities, older persons, children and youth. (cont.)

Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar 12

Indicator 
27, 30, 31; 
Target 04a, 

04b

• Therefore targets on DRR require locally contextualised indicators for: 
o % of at risk-communities on targeted programmes of support such as livelihood protection measures for all.   
o % of at risk-communities offered other forms of social protection to prevent and respond to disasters (cash 
transfers).

Indicators within Target 04b need to go far beyond simple national economic losses and mortality, to 
incorporate broader social costs and livelihoods.  Using a broad range of indicators, including 
• reducing the % of household and productive assets (including livestock, working animals, tools, seeds) lost or 
damaged; 
• reducing numbers of people killed, harmed, and displaced;
• reducing working and school days lost.

Gender equality and women’s empowerment:

Recognition that disasters have a disproportionate impact on women and girls, but also that women and girls 
have significant capacities which are often not utilised. We suggest an additional indicator:

• % of municipalities with genuinely participatory disaster risk reduction ensuring the engagement of women 
and girls.
A further specific target could be to prevent disproportionate levels of disaster risk and ill health amongst 
women, taking as indicators 
• the proportion of women killed, injured, displaced or made jobless due to disasters, health crises and other 
stresses. 
• A composite index including metrics of all the above may be relevant

Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar 13
Indicator 38-

44; Target 
05b

The role of DRR in achieving health and wellbeing at all ages:

Health services are vital for post-disaster recovery and hence additional indicators are required to make health 
services resilient to disasters. For example; targets to support health infrastructure should include indicators 
on:
 
• % of population served by healthcare facilities with disaster risk assessments, preparedness and response 
plans developed in a participatory way with communities.
• % of new health care facilities built in compliance with building codes and standards. This indicator measures 
whether or not new health facilities are in compliance with national standards for human health and safety, as 
well as standards to withstand natural hazards (floods, earthquakes, typhoons), a key component of disaster 
preparedness.
We note the absence of a reference to the delivery of health services during and after disasters. Targets on 
Disaster Preparedness must also ensure national/local governments in disaster prone areas include provisions 
for the delivery of post disaster health services in their contingency plans. These must include:

o Sexual and Reproductive Health Services;
o Psychosocial care in post disasters;
o Restoring health services for people with disability. 
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Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar 14, 86
Indicator 54-

56; Target 
06b

The role of DRR within improving agriculture systems and raising rural prosperity

We welcome the reference to 'strengthening rural infrastructure and services' as well as promoting sustainable 
farming practices and ensuring 'farming systems are resilient to climate change and disasters'.  

We also welcome Indicator 54 that measures losses in rural areas due to natural disasters, disaggregated by 
climatic and non-climatic events. We agree that such an indicator would also track the success of adaptation 
and other preparedness measures in areas that are most at risk. 

We emphasize that the impact of extensive disasters as well as intensive ones, must be measured. Recurrent 
small-scale disasters are a key driver of poverty and have the most frequent impact on livelihoods.
As highlighted in the overarching comments above, we strongly urge moving beyond mortality and economic 
losses to measure the full cost of disasters.  

In addition we would like to see further targets are required on ensuring food security for all during and after 
disasters as well as stronger natural resource management. Indicators should include: 

o the percentage of underweight and malnourished children, and those below a minimum dietary consumption 
levels, following disasters and during periods of drought;
o investments on natural resource and agriculture management;
o numbers of people with vulnerable rural livelihoods – people reliant on land for their livelihoods who are 
located in highly hazard-prone areas, who do not have resilient crops or livestock and are not protected 
through participatory disaster planning.

Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar 15-16

Indicator 
60, 63-65, 
57-58, 66-
67; Target 
07a, 07b

The role of DRR in empowering inclusive, productive and resilient cities:
We welcome the reference to 'end extreme urban poverty and expanding employment' and to 'ensure universal 
access to a secure and affordable built environment and basic urban services'.
And we welcome the call for indicators for strengthening resilience to natural disasters include those 
mentioned as access to housing, water, waste management, sanitation, transportation and ICT.
Additional indicators are required on land use policy, planning and investment to reduce risks – for example;
• increasing the number of urban development plans that include elements of disaster risk management; 
through early warning systems and contingency plans
• protection of naturally resource management 
• support of effective and voluntary relocation of at risk communities.
We welcome reference to the environmental impact of infrastructure. Infrastructure design and development 
should aim to promote efficiency, environmental protection and human well-being. This must apply to 
Infrastructure of all kinds – health, education, energy, communications, urban, transport and housing. 
We would like to see additional indicators are required to measure the resilience of infrastructure to disasters: 
- Percentage of infrastructure (healthcare, educational, water and sanitation, energy, communications, 
transport, ports, housing) which is built to locally and nationally appropriate hazard-resistant standards.
- Number of days of function lost due to disasters. 
Percentage of at-risk population that have access to adequate emergency shelter during disasters.
To this end we encourage the inclusion of an additional indicator referenced in the paper:
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Index [Indicator to be developed]. Composite indicator that measures reduction 
of disaster risk, including existence of DRR management plan, DRR authority, early warning systems, and 
availability of DRR funding dedicated at the city level. (p.100)

Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar 15-16
Indicator 

56, Target 
07c

We welcome the statement that ‘Disaster risk is expected to further increase in coming decades as 
vulnerability, exposure and the frequency and severity of many hazards are influenced by climate change and 
other factors, including population growth and urbanization. Disasters can hamper the achievement of 
development goals, can reverse development gains, and often have their harshest impact on poor people’. 

As highlighted in the overarching comments above, we strongly urge moving beyond mortality and economic 
losses to measure the full cost of disasters.  

Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar 17 Target 08a-
08c

The role of DRR and curbing human induced climate change and ensuring sustainable energy

Acknowledging that Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) will mitigate the frequency and intensity of, and the 
vulnerability to, climate related disasters. We welcome references to building resilience and adaptive capacity 
in developing countries and developing low-carbon, climate resilience development strategies and plans. As 
well as calls to invest in developing low-carbon, climate-resilient development strategies and plans.
We were disappointed to see a reduced emphasis on DRR in relation to Climate Change, when the Co-Chair’s 
summary document (February 14th) clearly recognised ‘the urgency of action on climate change and disaster 
risk reduction was widely acknowledged’. (para 169. Open Working Group Summary Document).
The reference to the Hyogo Framework (referenced in the summary document) has been lost. Member States 
are already investing DRR policy expertise in Hyogo deliberations, over the next 18 months (also due in 2015), 
and it is important that this cutting edge expertise informs the choice of targets and indicators for DRR within 
Post 2015.
Suggested additional indicators could be:
• Accessible and practical climate change information for famers, fisherfolk, communities at risk.
• Building on local knowledge and local governance structures.

Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar 18 & 118
Indicator 

85, Target 
09c

The role of DRR in securing ecosystem services and biodiversity, and ensuring good management of water, 
oceans, forests and natural resources

We welcome the call to reduce the underlying risk factors to avoid unacceptable risk creation – for example 
active environmental, ecosystems and land use management

Suggested additional indicators are required to measure the resilience of water and sanitation infrastructures:

- % of people suffering from water-borne diseases following disasters.
- % of population served by water and sanitation systems which have disaster risk assessments, preparedness 
and response plans developed in a participatory way with communities.

Helen Stawski, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Katherine 
Nightingale and 
Kate Munro

Islamic Relief, 
WSPA, 
Christian Aid 
and Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

14-Mar 126
Indicator

89, 94 - 96, 
Target  10a

DRR as a Global Public Good:

We support a strong goal on Global Governance and welcome the inclusion of ‘financing of poverty reduction 
and global public goods including efforts to head off climate change are strengthened and based on a 
graduated set of global rights and responsibilities’.

- We also support reporting on System of Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA).
-  Also the inclusion of indicators to measure the mobilisation of international finance for technology transfer to 
build resilience to disasters. 
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Jaymie Ang 
Henry

International 
Collaboration 
for Essential 
Surgery 
(ICES), 
International 
Federation of 
Surgical 
Colleges 
(IFSC)

14-Mar overarching We commend the SDSN for a comprehensive draft that is both concise and detailed. We believe that focusing 
on 10 goals with 30 targets achieves a balance of both ambitious but achievable goals that is universal. 

Jaymie Ang 
Henry

International 
Collaboration 
for Essential 
Surgery 
(ICES), 
International 
Federation of 
Surgical 
Colleges 
(IFSC)

14-Mar overarching
We agree with the aspiration that “all countries achieve universal health coverage at every stage of life, with 
particular emphasis on primary health services” although the definition of ‘universal health coverage’ or what 
that entails differ in each country depending on their workforce or service delivery capacity.

Jaymie Ang 
Henry

International 
Collaboration 
for Essential 
Surgery 
(ICES), 
International 
Federation of 
Surgical 
Colleges 
(IFSC)

14-Mar overarching Until now, access to surgical services is not part of any UN development agenda or WHO even if it’s an integral 
part of the health system and causes considerable burden of death and disability worldwide.

Jaymie Ang 
Henry

International 
Collaboration 
for Essential 
Surgery 
(ICES), 
International 
Federation of 
Surgical 
Colleges 
(IFSC)

14-Mar 69 Line 33-34, 
Indicator 34

We applaud the suggestion of including EmOC in this indicator, which encompasses comprehensive 
emergency obstetric care such as Caesarean section. More than 250 000 women still die from childbirth every 
year, of which 15-20% can be addressed through timely access to quality surgical care.

Although we agree that physical access to primary healthcare services, including emergency obstetric care 
(EmOC) facilities, is necessary for achieving health targets, access encompasses multiple dimensions, 
including affordability, as mentioned in line 35, but also availability of health services, especially by a licensed 
provider. Physical access to primary health services at a primary health facility and the range of services 
offered there will vary greatly from health services offered at a first-referral center or a district hospital where 
comprehensive emergency obstetric care will be available. Moreover, licensed providers vary greatly from 
country to country, depending on additional health cadres that are employed by the state. 25 of 47 Subsaharan 
African countries have some form of licensed non-physician clinician that vary greatly in their scope of work (1) 
so licensing may not be an adequate measure of availability of adequate service delivery. In many rural areas, 
services are not provided at all due to lack of training of skilled providers. It is estimated that 2 billion people 
lack access to basic surgical services (2) and that lack of surgical specialists is a significant factor. (3)

 Limiting indicators to “Percent of population living within [x] kilometers of service delivery point” might not 
reflect the ability of the facility to provide actual services. (cont.)

Jaymie Ang 
Henry

International 
Collaboration 
for Essential 
Surgery 
(ICES), 
International 
Federation of 
Surgical 
Colleges 
(IFSC)

14-Mar 69 Line 33-34, 
Indicator 34

We would therefore like to propose further defining service delivery point as having a minimum threshold of 
essential health services, including essential surgical services, available at the nearest facility. An example 
would be the WHO/UNFPA/UNICEF recommendation of seven and nine signals for basic and comprehensive 
emergency obstetric care, respectively. (4) Another example would be the WHO’s recommended essential 
health services (including for HIV, tuberculosis, malaria, non-communicable diseases and mental health, 
sexual and reproductive health and child health). (5) ICES recommends a basic package of essential surgical 
interventions to be made available at the district hospital in areas of most need. (6)   

The definition of basic primary health services, the level of facility required, and what essential services it 
encompasses will need to be succinctly defined.
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Jaymie Ang 
Henry

International 
Collaboration 
for Essential 
Surgery 
(ICES), 
International 
Federation of 
Surgical 
Colleges 
(IFSC)

14-Mar 71 line 24-25

Although we agree with this additional indicator, the percent of consistently equipped and supplied delivery 
points to provide basic package of services does not amount to actual services that are available or being 
rendered. Frequently you will find the scenario of availability of medical supplies or equipment, but a lack of 
manpower to provide basic services such as emergency trauma care or basic surgery. The Lancet 
Commission on Technologies for Global Health found that an estimated 40% of medical equipment in 
developing countries was largely unused. (7)  In a recent survey of surgical capacity we conducted at more 
than 90% of government hospitals in Malawi, we found that no district hospital could provide advanced airway 
resuscitation, an essential life-saving procedure for victims of injury. (8)  

Again, our proposal mentioned above focusing on the minimum threshold of essential services that should be 
available at the facility further clarifies what is adequate in terms of service delivery.

Jaymie Ang 
Henry

International 
Collaboration 
for Essential 
Surgery 
(ICES), 
International 
Federation of 
Surgical 
Colleges 
(IFSC)

14-Mar 72 Line 4-5

We would like to propose inclusion of the text at the end of the sentence “including emergency caesarean 
section.” This is to put emphasis on availability of essential surgical care for women, which addresses about 15-
20% of complications of childbirth. Oftentimes, this procedure is overlooked since basic emergency obstetric 
care does not include caesarean section while comprehensive emergency obstetric care includes this 
procedure.

Jaymie Ang 
Henry

International 
Collaboration 
for Essential 
Surgery 
(ICES), 
International 
Federation of 
Surgical 
Colleges 
(IFSC)

14-Mar 74 Target 5b

We understand that this target complements target 5a by tracking health outcomes from key infectious 
diseases and noncommunicable diseases. Although meant to be comprehensive, we would like to point out 
that injuries, which in the 2010 Global Burden of Disease, caused almost 25% more deaths than HIV, TB, and 
malaria combined, (9) and affects 50-100 million individuals worldwide (10) is not mentioned. Although Target 
1c (p.9) tracks violent injuries and deaths per 100,000 people, it does not include information on road traffic 
accidents, which is the leading cause of death among those aged 15-29 years (10) and ranks #8 in the 2010 
Global Burden of Disease cause of death estimates. (9) 

We would therefore like to propose under Indicator 44 (p.77), the 
“Probability of dying between exact ages 30 and 70 from any of cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes, 
chronic respiratory disease, or injuries”

And have countries include injury death rates (injury deaths per 100 000 population) disaggregated by age, 
sex, and income.

Potential lead agency: WHO 

Jaymie Ang 
Henry

International 
Collaboration 
for Essential 
Surgery 
(ICES), 
International 
Federation of 
Surgical 
Colleges 
(IFSC)

14-Mar comment 
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Jean-Pierre 
Giraud

Plan Bleu 
(UNEP-MAP) 14-Mar overarching

The “annual cycle” as mentioned is very ambitious (too much), most indicators are not changing yearly (5 
years is very often sufficient) and this annual proposal is not consistent with some paragraphs of the report  
regarding the data availability, difficulty to gather these data and the countries‘ need of assistance/capacity 
building

Jean-Pierre 
Giraud

Plan Bleu 
(UNEP-MAP) 14-Mar overarching “Gather the data” is a heavy task if the countries are not willing to provide or share the data. Therefore the 

“promotion” of data sharing is essential for the success of the initiative.

Jean-Pierre 
Giraud

Plan Bleu 
(UNEP-MAP) 14-Mar overarching

Data availability is the main challenge of all indicators initiatives, testing will be needed , the Mediterranean 
region gathering both developed and developing countries could be used as a testing region in the framework 
of the review of the MSSD (Mediterranean Sustainable Development Strategy)

Jean-Pierre 
Giraud

Plan Bleu 
(UNEP-MAP) 14-Mar overarching Consensus on precise definitions is needed asap in order to get reliable comparisons/analysis

Jean-Pierre 
Giraud

Plan Bleu 
(UNEP-MAP) 14-Mar overarching Issues linked to tourism are not considered in the report and in the indicators except in the Ocean Health Index

Jean-Pierre 
Giraud

Plan Bleu 
(UNEP-MAP) 14-Mar overarching There is no indicators related to the government expenditures on environment protection, education, health, 

military, etc…

Jean-Pierre 
Giraud

Plan Bleu 
(UNEP-MAP) 14-Mar overarching

The Ocean Health Index (OHI) is mainly the only one composite index proposed in the report, and it would be 
interesting to propose some other composite index such as the Human Development Index developed (HDI) 
by UNDP and the Ecological Footprint (EF) developed by the Global Footprint Network (GFN)

Jean-Pierre 
Giraud

Plan Bleu 
(UNEP-MAP) 14-Mar 31 Gini Coefficient is widely used but it is difficult to communicate, the  Palma ratio could be better 

Jean-Pierre 
Giraud

Plan Bleu 
(UNEP-MAP) 14-Mar 40 Healthy life expectancy at birth (definition of healthy is not obvious)

Jean-Pierre 
Giraud

Plan Bleu 
(UNEP-MAP) 14-Mar 79 Ocean Health Index (OHI) cannot cover all the sea and coastal issues (Half the world's population lives within 

60 km of the sea) and the aggregation method (weighting) is subject to discussion such for all composite index
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Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar overarching

We must agree on a common definition of the concept :  “Sustainable Development”. The most frequent 
definition is quoted from ‘Our Common Future” also known as the Brundtland Report: It contains two key 
concepts – the concept of needs, the essential needs of the world poor, to which an overriding priority should 
be given; and the limitations imposed by the state of technology and social organization on the environment’s 
ability to meet present and future needs (for further expatiation of this definition – visit www.iisd.org)

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar overarching

The ten goals of the post -2015 agenda have a resemblance to the MDGs as if a repetition, except that the use 
of statistics has improved.  For instance the Agenda framework: “Water, Sanitation & Sustainable Energy in the 
post – 2015 Development Agenda could read: “Water, Sanitation & Sustainable Renewable Energy in the Post 
– 2015 Development Agenda”. Also, Ensuring Stable & Peaceful society in the Post – 2015 Agenda” could 
read: “Ensuring Security, Stable & Peaceful Society in the post – 2015 Agenda”.

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar overarching

What is the time frame for executing the post – 2015 Agenda? I think the task before us is huge and may be 
too over-bearing. The categories of persons and issues may be over extended. Focus is on Maternal and child 
health, early childhood education, climate, girls, boys, youths, government/corruption, ------. But so doing the 
issues of security, technology and trade is silent! Let is agree on the problem(s) we are trying to solve and who 
are the end users?

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar overarching

Can we really eliminate hunger? Hunger can only be eliminated if the people are able to eradicate it 
themselves by supporting the ‘poor’ with environmental technical capacities and individuals’ capabilities.  And 
countries must have the necessary social and welfare policies in place to assist the poor. The greatest source 
of poverty is unequal players at the market place – locally, nationally and internationally.  Therefore, eliminating 
hunger should take a different approach – not grant – giving but market access and trade agenda and the need 
to have good governance, human rights and the right institutional framework on which the economy operates.

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar overarching Security, Renewable Energy drive and partnerships are the fulcrum in which the 10 goals pivot.

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar overarching In Africa for instance – Ethnicity, lack of right knowledge and no alternative economic opportunities is the main 
source of corruption. 

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar overarching
The 10 goals can be reduced to 7 because goals 1, 5 & 7 can be considered as one goals: “Poverty Alleviation 
including Hunger”. Also, goals 8 & 9  can come under one goal: “Secure Eco - Systems  Services and curb 
induced climate change and ensure sustainable renewable energy”.

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar overarching
Issue of Technology is too silent; Goal 6 for instance could read; “Technologies Improvement for Agriculture 
Systems & Raise rural prosperity”. Also Goal 10 could read: Transform governance & Civic Understanding of 
Sustainable Development  including Human Rights

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar overarching Corruption Index should be developed

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar overarching Overall Goals 1 – 10 should have element of research – driven knowledge in its application. That is indicators 
should be based on what ought to be instead of what is and thereof  evaluative at the end of the period.

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 35 L4 Goal 1: Poverty alleviation including Hunger

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 36 Indicator 2 Proportion of population with no food

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 39 Indicator 5 Proportion of population with no access to market and trade

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 40 L13 Prevalence of anemia in pregnant women and non – pregnant women

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 40 L14 Proportion of calories from own food production/market purchase

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 55 Indicator 20 Primary completion rates for girls and boys in furthering their education to secondary school and vocational 
training

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 57 Indicator 22 Secondary completion rates for girls and boys in tertiary institutions

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 58 L20 Proportion of boys and girls who needs re-training for job market or vocational/university education

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 58 L21 Proportion of boys and girls in science and technology education

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 58 L22 Proportion of girls with teenage pregnancy
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Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 82 L27 Crop yield gap (actual yields as % of attainable yield from solar energy)

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 84 L33 Volume of agricultural trade exports

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 84 L34 Volume of yield from use of modern inputs/technology/banks……..

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 84 L35 Level of education of agricultural workers

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 123 Indicator 89 Country Implements & reports on System of Environmental – Economic Accounting (SEEA) Accounts and 
Social welfare indices

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 124 Indicator 91 Perception and Measurement of Public Sector Corruption

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 126 Indicator 94 Domestic revenues allocated to social and welfare needs as percent of GNI

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 126 Indicator 95 Volume of Trade of Countries in GATT/WTO agreement versus those countries not in GATT/WTO.

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 128 Indicator 98 Private net flows of capital for sustainable development at market rates as share of high-income country GNI

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 128 L24 Extent & Nature of International Trade of UN member countries

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 128 L25 Volume & Nature of indebtedness of UN member countries

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 128 L26 Value of International trade among UN member countries

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 128 L27 Volume and nature of internet access of UN member countries

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 128 L28 Volume and nature of online trading among UN member countries

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 129 Indicator 99 (Placeholder for indicator on coverage of ICT in Agriculture and trade and possibly advanced technologies in 
key sectors)

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 129 Indicator 
100 Science and Technology Researchers  and Technicians in R&D (per million people)

Justina Ahme

The 
Ecumenical 
Foundation 
for Africa

14-Mar 130 L22 Volume and nature of Researches of UN member countries

Kaitlin 
Christenson

Global Health 
Technologies 
Coalition

14-Mar overarching

We would like to offer our thanks and congratulations to the Sustainable Development Solutions Network for 
the work on the integrated framework of indicators for monitoring the Sustainable Development Goals, and we 
thank you for the opportunity to comment.  In addition to the comments provided below on specific target areas 
and indicators, we strongly recommend that the critical role of global health R&D be acknowledged in the post-
2015 global development framework. In particular, we urge the SDSN to consider the incorporating the 
following framing points:

Kaitlin 
Christenson

Global Health 
Technologies 
Coalition

14-Mar overarching Official development assistance, as well as domestic investments by low-and middle-income countries must 
prioritize support for the development of new global health technologies.

Kaitlin 
Christenson

Global Health 
Technologies 
Coalition

14-Mar overarching All stakeholders involved in the development of new health tools must be accountable for
ensuring timely and equitable access to new and effective technologies.

Kaitlin 
Christenson

Global Health 
Technologies 
Coalition

14-Mar overarching Donors and national governments must prioritize scientific capacity building and strengthening local health 
innovation systems when investing in development programs.

Kaitlin 
Christenson

Global Health 
Technologies 
Coalition

14-Mar overarching

Donors and national governments must invest in building systems that promote and sustain innovation 
capacity in low- and middle-income countries to promote a truly enabling environment for achieving sustainable 
development goals. This includes investing in global R&D partnerships, improving health and regulatory 
systems, and creating national science, technology, and innovation policies.
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Kaitlin 
Christenson

Global Health 
Technologies 
Coalition

14-Mar 69
We recommend expanding the target itself to include rapid access to new health tools as a critical enabler of 
the achievement of universal health coverage goals, which contextualizes health research within universal 
health coverage.

Kaitlin 
Christenson

Global Health 
Technologies 
Coalition

14-Mar 69 Indicator 34

There should be a more explicit reference to the underlying need for disease prevention as a critical 
component of a universal health coverage goal, including HIV/AIDS prevention modalities, malaria prophylaxis, 
drugs to treat neglected tropical diseases, and other forms of prevention. This could be incorporated into 
indicator #34 or broken out as a separate indicator.

Kaitlin 
Christenson

Global Health 
Technologies 
Coalition

14-Mar 69-73

We propose the inclusion of an indicator on health R&D for priority interventions (including new vaccines, 
medicines, diagnostics, microbicides and other tools  to prevent, diagnose and treat the major causes of 
infectious disease burden and mortality and morbidity, such as HIV, TB, malaria, neglected tropical diseases, 
and sexual and reproductive health conditions) to fuel access to soon-to-come essential medicines, 
commodities, and other tools – perhaps alluding to one of the following prior commitments or proposals:

•       Bamako Communiqué (2008): 2% of national health budgets should be devoted to research
•       Algiers Declaration (2008): countries should allocate at least 2% of national health expenditure and at 
least 5% of external aid for health projects to research and building research capacity
•       African Union Summit (2007): countries pledged to increase expenditure on R&D to at least 1% of GDP
•       Some variation on the “Global Justice Index” R&D targets proposed for TB R&D  

Kaitlin 
Christenson

Global Health 
Technologies 
Coalition

14-Mar 74

We recommend an explicit reference to the need for new and improved prevention modalities as a means to 
end preventable deaths; setting targets and indicators around coverage, prevalence and incidence are 
insufficient. We request language on the need to develop priority intervention not yet available, including 
vaccines, drugs, diagnostics, microbicides, and devices against HIV, TB, malaria, NTDs, and other diseases 
and health conditions.

Kaitlin 
Christenson

Global Health 
Technologies 
Coalition

14-Mar 74 We recommend a reference to how ending preventable deaths requires a focus on key populations especially 
vulnerable to communicable disease, in addition to women and children.

Kaitlin 
Christenson

Global Health 
Technologies 
Coalition

14-Mar 75 Indicator 41 Indicators on HIV “coverage” should explicitly reference the UNAIDS Investment Framework, which sets 
targets for scale-up of existing interventions based on epidemiological considerations in each country.

Kaitlin 
Christenson

Global Health 
Technologies 
Coalition

14-Mar 126-128

Target 10b may provide an alternate option to build in explicit references to the Abuja and Bamako declarations 
for investing in health and health research or to build on other proposed targets (see comment above on pages 
69-73).
•       Bamako Communiqué (2008): 2% of national health budgets should be devoted to research
•       Algiers Declaration (2008): countries should allocate at least 2% of national health expenditure and at 
least 5% of external aid for health projects to research and building research capacity
•       African Union Summit (2007): countries pledged to increase expenditure on R&D to at least 1% of GDP
•       Some variation on the “Global Justice Index” R&D targets proposed for TB R&D  

Kaitlin 
Christenson

Global Health 
Technologies 
Coalition

14-Mar 126-128

We recommend explicit references to the need for innovative research models, including partnerships aimed at 
developing and delivering global public goods, capacity building and technology transfer. The use of these 
models could be tracked by the newly formed Global Health R&D Observatory at WHO or by the recently 
launched UN Scientific Advisory Board, housed out of UNESCO.

Kaitlin 
Christenson

Global Health 
Technologies 
Coalition

14-Mar 129-130
Target 10c 

and 
indicator 99

The challenges in accelerating adoption of new biomedical health technologies are vastly different than the 
challenges in accelerating adoption of ICTs. We argue that there should be an explicit reference to the need for 
North-South and South-South collaborations to drive technology transfer, technology development and 
adoption in low- and middle-income countries. This indicator may be assigned to WHO, COHRED, or the UN 
Scientific Advisory Board.

M. Ann Tutwiler Bioversity 
International 14-Mar overarching

The goal 6: “Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Prosperity” reads as a very traditional, supply side 
perspective focused on increasing the supply of the main staple crops while paying attention to some of the 
important negative externalities related to fertilizer and water use as well as impacts on land use change and 
land degradation.
We miss a more holistic perspective linking the a more diverse resilient agriculture sector to the food security 
and nutrition aspects of the SDGs such as links to hunger, malnutrition and obesity indicators in goals ….  We 
also miss clear recognition of the evolution of the agricultural production paradigm to a more knowledge-based 
and biodiversity-based production system explicitly considering the diverse environmental services provided by 
rural landscapes.

The critical role of agricultural biodiversity both in securing the evolution of the production systems in response 
to changes in the context such as climate change, dietary transitions of the population, status of the natural 
resources such as land and water etc is not acknowledged. Article 6 of the International Treaty on Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) expresses the agreed importance assigned to 
fostering the sustainable use of plant genetic resources.  This aspect could be addressed by better linking the 
Goals 1 B (food security and nutrition), 5c (healthy diets), 6 (agriculture) and  9 (biodiversity).

M. Ann Tutwiler Bioversity 
International 14-Mar new 

indicator

New indicator under Goal 6 or Goal 9 with cross referencing to the other: Access to agricultural biodiversity is 
critical to enable the food system to respond and adapt to all types changes in its context. In order to preserve 
this resource the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) has established the Aichi Target 13:
“By 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated animals and of wild relatives, 
including other socio-economically as well as culturally valuable species, is maintained, and strategies have 
been developed and implemented for minimizing genetic erosion and safeguarding their genetic diversity.”

Given that this text has already been agreed upon by the international community, we suggest that it be used 
as an indicator for agricultural biodiversity conservation.

M. Ann Tutwiler Bioversity 
International 14-Mar Indicator 61

Suggest you include diverse, high quality seed as a critical service along with post-harvest dimensions 
presently listed. In fact this indicator could be merged with indicator 62 to provide one indicator of access to 
services. This merged indicator could be monitored by FAO.

79



Marpue M. 
Speare

Women 
NGOs 
Secretariat of 
Liberia 
(WONGOSOL
)

14-Mar overarching

After the official pronouncement of the SDSN of the public consultation in February, the Women NGOs 
Secretariat of Liberia (WONGOSOL) commission discussion and dialogue of the indicators, goals and targets 
made in the draft text of the SDSN Report. Following these discussions, it was observed by the membership of 
the Women NGOs Secretariat of Liberia, a membership base of over 104 Network organizations in Liberia 
within the fifteen counties of Liberian that the professional and technical expertise that characterized the 
development of the draft text as seen visible in the layout of the report is encouraging and commendable. 
WONGOSOL welcome the inclusion of some key issues that were not covered in the current Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) such as the goals, indicators and targets set around issues of disability, nutrition, 
child stunting, promotion of decent work, youth transition into labor market, reduce house whole income gap, 
ensure universal coverage of health care, raise rural prosperity, universal access to rural areas to basic 
resources, peace and security and governance etc.

Unlike the current Millennium Development Goals, the level of women participation encouraged in the decision 
making and determination of the SDSN goals, targets, indicators and making the ultimate decisions that led to 
the report and its deliverables is very good sustainability and ownership promotion strategies that will go a long 
way in assisting in the full realization of the development goals. This will additionally, assist in promoting 
citizens (women partially) interest and increase their demand for the full adoption and implementation of goals, 
targets and indicators set. 

Marpue M. 
Speare

Women 
NGOs 
Secretariat of 
Liberia 
(WONGOSOL
)

14-Mar 52 15, 6 and 
17

“Additional Indicators that Countries May consider” this phrase put the decision to consider Teenage 
Pregnancy as an indicator at the description of countries in-steed of it been mandatory through the global 
development framework. In the minds of the Women NGOs Secretariat of Liberia (WONGOSOL) and other 
civil society, it will be better for Teenage Pregnancy indictor to be a must. In our minds the percentage of 
teenage pregnancy in Africa suggests the compelling reason while teenage pregnancy must stand tall. 

Justification:The highest rate of teenage pregnancy in the world — 143 per 1,000 girls aged 15–19 years — is 
in sub-Saharan Africa. Women in Africa, in general, get married at much earlier ages than women elsewhere 
— leading to earlier pregnancies. In Nigeria, according to the Health and Demographic Survey in 1992, 47% of 
women aged 20–24 were married before 15 and 87% before 18. 53% of those surveyed also had given birth to 
a child before the age of 18.A Save the Children report identified 10 countries where motherhood carried the 
most risks for young women and their babies. Of these, 9 were in sub-Saharan Africa, and Niger, Liberia, and 
Mali were the nations where girls were the most at-risk. In the 10 highest-risk nations, more than one in six 
teenage girls between the ages of 15 to 19 gave birth annually, and nearly one in seven babies born to these 
teenagers.
Rationale and Definition: Teenage pregnancy is pregnancy in human females under the age of 20 at the time 
that the pregnancy ends. A pregnancy can take place in a pubertal female before menarche (the first menstrual 
period), which signals the possibility of fertility, but usually occurs after menarche. In well-nourished girls, 
menarche usually takes place around the age of 12 or 13. (cont.)

Marpue M. 
Speare

Women 
NGOs 
Secretariat of 
Liberia 
(WONGOSOL
)

14-Mar 52 15, 6 and 
17

Pregnant teenagers face many of the same obstetrics issues as other women. There are, however, additional 
medical concerns for mothers aged fewer than 15.[2] For mothers aged 15–19, risks are associated more with 
socioeconomic factors than with the biological effects of age.[3] However, research has shown risks of low birth 
weight, premature labor, anemia, and pre-eclampsia are connected to the biological age itself, as it was 
observed in teen births even after controlling for other risk factors (such as utilization of antenatal care etc.). 
In developed countries, teenage pregnancies are often associated with social issues, including lower 
educational levels, higher rates of poverty, and other poorer life outcomes in children of teenage mothers. 
Teenage pregnancy in developed countries is usually outside of marriage, and carries a social stigma in many 
communities and cultures.
By contrast, teenage parents in developing countries are often married, and their pregnancies welcomed by 
family and society. However, in these societies, early pregnancy may combine with malnutrition and poor 
health care to cause medical problems.

Marpue M. 
Speare

Women 
NGOs 
Secretariat of 
Liberia 
(WONGOSOL
)

14-Mar 69 9, 10, 11, 
12

Target 5a. Ensure universal coverage of quality healthcare, including the prevention and treatment of 
communicable and non-communicable diseases, sexual and reproductive health, family planning, routine 
immunization and maternal health, according the highest priority of primary healthcare.  The Women NGOs 
Secretariat of Liberia has agreed with other organizations to propose replacement of this target with 
“prevention and treatment of communicable and non-communicable diseases, sexual and reproductive health, 
family planning, prevalence of contraceptive, routine training of midwives, construction and equipment of 
maternal waiting homes especially in rural communities, routine immunization and maternal health, according 
the highest priority of primary healthcare

Marpue M. 
Speare

Women 
NGOs 
Secretariat of 
Liberia 
(WONGOSOL
)

14-Mar 87 14 and 15

Indicator 57. Percentage of rural population using safe drinking water (modified MDGs indicator). WONGOSOL 
and other civil society meant and agreed to propose revision of this indicator to the “Percentage of rural and 
vulnerable population using safe drinking water”. 

Rationale and definition: the Women NGOs Secretariat of Liberia is proposing the need for this justification to 
be revived to “This indicator measures the percentage of the rural population with 17 accesses to basic 
drinking water service, as defined by the WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring 18 Programme. Drinking water is 
defined as water used by humans for ingestion, food 19 preparations, and basic hygiene purposes. 
Households are considered to have basic drinking water service when they use water from an improved 
source with a total collection time of 30-21 minutes or less for a round trip, including queuing. An improved 
drinking water source is a source or delivery point that by nature of its construction or through active 
intervention is protected from outside contamination with fecal matter. Improved drinking water sources can 
include: piped drinking water supply on premises; public taps/stand posts; tube well/borehole; protected dug 
well; protected spring; rainwater; and bottled water (when another improved source is used for hand washing, 
cooking or other basic personal hygiene purposes). Most  African lack of access level to safe drinking water is 
largely population in hard to reach communities and vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities simply 
because water sources are not accessible to these groups. Additionally, women and children are the most 
affected from the lack of access to safe drinking water, women get raped and abused while tracking long 
distances from communities in rural areas to the creak to fetch safe drinking water, children and women had to 
wake-up as early as 4:00am while others are in sleep just to fetch safe drinking water for homes in the process 
they get abused and children particularly run the risk of getting late for school due to delay in accessing safe 
drinking water at that time due to over crowdedness of the water sources and huge rush for the water”. 
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Materia de 
Cooperación 
Internacional 
al Desarrollo 
de la 
Universidad 
Católica 
Boliviana, La 
Paz

14-Mar overarching The increasing gap between rich and poor countries is caused by the unequal globalization, a fast 
technological change, challenges and opportunities distributed unequally. 
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Universidad 
Católica 
Boliviana, La 
Paz

14-Mar overarching The Sustainable Development Goals are important for the future generations, but alone will not be able to 
close this gap which is opening up every year.
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Materia de 
Cooperación 
Internacional 
al Desarrollo 
de la 
Universidad 
Católica 
Boliviana, La 
Paz

14-Mar overarching
They are intended to explore global viewpoints on different issues relating to sustainable development and 
generate forward thinking on the development of a more coherent approach to solving global problems related 
to sustainability.
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Materia de 
Cooperación 
Internacional 
al Desarrollo 
de la 
Universidad 
Católica 
Boliviana, La 
Paz

14-Mar overarching
We consider positive the continuation of the process and experience of MDGs, but with more segmentation 
and a wide-ranging scale of disaggregation (handicapped, gender,…) and consideration of plurality of actors 
like firms and financial system and vulnerable groups because of the globalization.

Mathilde Rada, 
Mariana Zuazo, 
Juan Manuel 
Cordero, Javier 
Aguilar, Marcela 
Mollinedo, 
Mariela Ortiz, 
Sergio Burgoa, 
María Belén 
Luna , Franco 
Albaracin, Hugo 
Cavero, ERna 
Jungstein, 
Marylia Lopez, 
Gonzalo Meruvia, 
Paola Muñoz, 
Saul Quiroga, Lia 
Saenz , Bernarda 
Sanabria, Vera 
Tezanos , 
Cristhian Valdez,  
Juliana Kessler, 
Lena Leschke, 
Maria Pilz, Irene 
Tokarski

Materia de 
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Universidad 
Católica 
Boliviana, La 
Paz

14-Mar overarching We regard positive also the explicit inclusion of Development in agriculture and rural poverty.
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14-Mar overarching SDGs are short written and easy to communicate and implement
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14-Mar overarching We consider negative Indicators, which are unnecessary or too difficult to measure, e.g. signed contracts for 
each country or measurements/comparison of technological advancement between countries
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Universidad 
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14-Mar overarching Lack of objective definitions concerning some terms, like “world citizens”
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Boliviana, La 
Paz

14-Mar overarching SDGs  don’t show a unified thinking, which is necessary for a change, we consider that this is difficult because 
everyone determines its own necessities and personal benefits
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14-Mar Goal 1 It is important to measure poverty in all its dimensions, since it isn’t just mone
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14-Mar Goal 2 We consider difficult to combine decent work and protection against pollution. 
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14-Mar 78 Target 05c How will you define a healthy diet?
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14-Mar 98 Indicator 69 Its almost impossible to measure the waste water low in open sewers where no waste water system exists.
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14-Mar Goal 9 We miss the mentioning of the use of genetic modified plants as a danger to biodiversity.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar overarching We welcome the proposal for a comprehensive set of 100 indicators to monitor the 10 Sustainable 

Development Goals and the 30 related targets.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar overarching We strongly support the proposal to expand the proposed set of indicators from a focus on poverty as in the 

MDGs, to include social and environmental indicators.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar overarching

We support the stated purpose of the indicators 1) be a management tool to help countries develop 
implementation and monitoring strategies for achieving SDGs and to monitor progress and 2) as a report card 
to measure progress. We recommend that these objectives should also apply to the international institutions 
who set international rules, such as the WTO and IMF.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar overarching

We welcome the proposals to draw on the lessons from the MDG reporting mechanism, including for the SDGs 
to operate on an annual cycle and report through the UN Secretary General and ECOSOC ministerial 
meetings.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar overarching We strongly support the core criteria for indicators: MDG consistency, Universality, reliable data (for core 

indicators), broad consensus and disaggregation.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 6 20-32

We welcome the proposal to ensure that the SDGs support real-time national and sub-national management. 
However, we would like to stress that they should also support international-level reporting. International 
monitoring is especially important for the Global governance goals, targets and indicators – including indicator 
92 on international rules, indicator 93 on use of tax havens and indicator 97 on pooled ODA and other grants.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 9 3

Strongly support the indicator on prevalence of stunting in children under 5 years, as a measure of children 
with adequate caloric-protein intake. Stunting is the result of long-term nutritional deprivation, and provides a 
good indicator of the degree of chronic, long-term food insecurity in the population.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 12 30 Strongly support this indicator of inequality: Proportion of households with incomes below 50% of median 

income ("relative poverty")

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 13 37 Strongly support inclusion of an indicator: Mental health coverage

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 13 40

We welcome the proposed indicator: Healthy life expectancy at birth to support Target 05b “End preventable 
deaths by at least 30% compared with the level in 2015.” However, preventable or avoidable mortality from non-
communicable diseases should apply to all deaths and not be restricted to those under 70 years.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 14 44

We fully support this indicator. However, the probability of dying from any of cardiovascular disease, cancer, 
diabetes, or chronic respiratory disease should not have an age limit imposed (ie between exact ages 30 and 
70).

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 14 45 We fully upport the indicator: Percent of population overweight and obese, as a measure of “unhealthy 

behavior”.

85



Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 14 46

Support the indicator: Household Dietary Diversity Score as measure of ‘healthy diets.’ However, as this 
indicator was primarily developed to assess undernutrition and micronutrient deficiencies, we recommend that 
it is updated and validated against its ability to measure diet and nutrition quality in relation to non-
communicable diseases.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 14 47 Support indicator: Current use of any tobacco product (age-standardizes rate), as a measure of “unhealthy 

behavior”.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 14 48 Support indicator: Harmful use of alcohol, as a measure of “unhealthy behavior”.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 14

For Target 05b “End preventable deaths by at least 30% compared with the level in 2015.” Suggest adding 
indicators on % total daily energy intake from Saturated fat and mean population salt intake as these have 
been included in the Global Monitoring Framework for the WHO Global Action Plan on NCDs. High saturated 
fat diets are linked to non-communicable diseases. Most saturated fat is from animal sources, and this 
provides an indicator of the extent of excess meat and dairy production and consumption. Reduction in the 
prevalence of excess saturated fat intake through reduced meat, dairy and saturated fat production, 
consumption and marketing, can therefore also support both GHG emission objectives as well as public health 
objectives.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 15 58-62

Support the proposed indicators for Target 06. Ensure universal access in rural areas to basic resources, 
infrastructure and services: % rural population using basic sanitation services; Access to all-weather road; 
mobile broadband subscriptions per 100 inhabitants; access to drying, storage and processing facilities; share 
of farmers covered by agricultural extension or equivalent programmes.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 16 57-60

We support the proposed indicators for Target 07b. Ensure universal access to a secure and affordable built 
environment and basic urban services: % urban population using basic drinking water; % urban population 
using basic sanitation; proportion of urban households with access to reliable public transportation; mobile 
broadband subscriptions per 100 inhabitants in urban areas.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 16 68-70

We welcome and support the principle of Target 07c – Ensure safe air and water quality for all, and integrate 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, efficient land and resource use, and climate and disaster reliance into 
investments and standards.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 17 71-76 We welcome and support the principle of Target 08a to Decarbonize the energy system, ensure clean energy 

for all, and improve energy efficiency, with targets for 2020, 2030 and 2050.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 18 77

We welcome and support the principle of Target 08a to reduce non-energy related emissions of greenhouse 
gasses through improved practices in agriculture, forestry, waste management and industry. And the proposed 
indicator on Net GHG emissions in the agriculture, forest and other land use sector.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 18 78 We welcome and support the principle of Target 08c and the associated indicator on incentives to reduce GHG 

emissions.

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 19 89-91 We strongly support Target 10a on Governance: ”Governments and major companies to support the SDGs, 

provide integrated reporting by 2020, and reform international rules to achieve the goals.”

Modi Mwatsama UK Health 
Forum 14-Mar 19

We recommend the proposed Governance indicators are complemented by a new additional indicator: Number 
/ proportion of international institutions and governments adopting health impact assessments and 
sustainability impact assessments  and monitoring of strategies, to ensure policy coherence for development 
(For more on Sustainability Impact Assessments see: European Commission. Sustainability impact 
assessments. Available from: http://ec.europa.eu/trade/analysis/sustainability-impact-assessments/)

Munira Mohamed
University 
College 
London

14-Mar overarching

The shift of emphasis from measuring children and young peoples’ access to education to their capabilities 
acquired from school is a welcomed change. Even more so, importance of effective learning by measuring the 
level of proficiency in a broad range of skills is a welcomed change. However, what it fails to acknowledge is 
that effective learning depends on whether educational environments and educational curricula’s are inclusive. 
In order to ensure that all young people and children have an equal opportunity to learn and reach their 
potential and therefore learning must be foster self-worth in all students by adapting learning so that it meets 
the diverse, cultural, religious and social needs of the learners. This also requires tackling prejudices and 
discriminatory social norms embedded both in the educational curricula and in wider society.

It is therefore key that rather than only measuring proficiency of skill sets, effective learning should be 
broadened to also measure the extent to which the educational curricula values and recognizes  plurality of 
identities and the multiculturalism that exists across learning communities.  Students should be given the 
chance to learn about the contribution of marginalized groups in history (Ethnic minority groups, the poor, 
disabled, women)

I propose that we measure a core set of ‘competencies’ rather than ‘proficiencies’ in order to capture 
educational outcomes:  it allows us to incorporate the measurement of ‘knowledge and capacities’ as well as 
‘skills’. This will allow us to assess the extent to which curricula’s are inclusive since we can measure the level 
competency of a student’s ‘knowledge of diverse social group’s historical achievements and contributions to 
the given nation or region’ and the level of ‘local and indigenous knowledge’ students have possess. It can also 
include the capacity to ‘recognise and respect socially diverse identities’.

Munira Mohamed
University 
College 
London

14-Mar 57 23

This indicator should measure a core set of ‘competencies’ rather than ‘proficiencies’ allowing us to incorporate 
the measurement of ‘knowledge and capacities’ as well as ‘skills’. To measure whether learning is inclusive the 
core competency should include ‘historical knowledge of diverse group’s achievements and contributions to the 
given nation’ and the level of ‘local and indigenous knowledge’ students have learnt. It can also include the 
capacity to recognise and respect socially diverse identities

Nicola Williams

Global 
Alliance on 
Armed 
Violence 
(GAAV)

14-Mar overarching

GAAV and its contributors welcome the opportunity to provide comments on the draft SDSN report Indicators 
for Sustainable Development Goals. While recognizing the purpose of this consultation is to solicit inputs for 
indicators in SDSN’s SDG Framework, overarching feedback to strengthen related targets will be included prior 
to detailed comments on indicators.
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Nicola Williams

Global 
Alliance on 
Armed 
Violence 
(GAAV)

14-Mar overarching

21 • In GOAL 01: ‘End Extreme Poverty including Hunger’, Target 1c (Provide enhanced support for highly 
vulnerable states and Least Developed Countries, to address the structural challenges facing those countries, 
including violence and conflict) the action to address conflict and violence as only applying to specific states 
should be broadened. The absence of violence is not the same as sustainable peace. To create societies that 
are resilient to violence and conflict over the long-term, the new framework must focus on addressing 
important drivers of conflict and insecurity and long-term structural prevention.

1 Evidence and additional target recommendations provided by Saferworld and other contributors.
 
 • Many people living in stable, peaceful and even prosperous countries around the world still face fear in their 
daily lives: one in four of the world’s people – especially the poor and most marginalised – live in areas 
affected by repeated cycles of political and criminal violence.[i] Improved security goes hand in hand with 
higher levels of
development everywhere.
• For example, countries exhibiting low homicide rates achieve more rapid human development than countries 
registering higher homicide rates.[ii] This universal vulnerability calls for a more systematic agenda to prevent 
violence and protect development gains in all countries. A 2013 survey by the UN Development Group 
included hundreds of thousands of respondents and found ‘protection against crime and violence’ to be among 
the top priorities across different contexts.[i]
• This vision for creating peace and stability in the SDSN framework must apply to all countries – not just a 
special sub-set of those currently affected by conflict. A preferable target could therefore be: Reduce the 
incidence of all forms of violence and ensure all social groups have confidence in security provision.
• A target proposing a measurable reduction in injuries and deaths by a certain percentage per 100 000, is also 
viewed favourably: Reduce by X% the number of violent deaths and injuries per 100,000. (cont.)

Nicola Williams

Global 
Alliance on 
Armed 
Violence 
(GAAV)

14-Mar overarching

• Given that Target01c envisions a solution to conflict and violence based on outside support, the role of all 
states in addressing transnational drivers of conflict and violence should be framed within additional targets2. 
The following recommendations should be considered by SDSN: I) Reduce transnational organised crime and 
the illicit trade of commodities that fuel conflict; and II) Reduce illicit financial flows, including money 
laundering, tax evasion, transnational corruption/bribery and trade mispricing, by x%, and recover at least y% 
of illicit financial flows, by 2030.
• Beyond death and injuries indicators, measuring socio-economic impacts – to livelihoods, infrastructure, 
businesses and homes - and improving conditions for communities and vulnerable groups affected by violence 
and conflict needs greater attention within Goal 1/Target 01c, given that such factors perpetuate extreme 
poverty and impede development.

Nicola Williams

Global 
Alliance on 
Armed 
Violence 
(GAAV)

14-Mar overarching

3 • Goal 04 ‘Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion, and Human Rights’ holds promise to address 
inequalities between social groups and horizontal inequalities, thereby addressing structural drivers of conflict 
and violence.
• For Target 04a, Monitor and end discrimination and inequalities in public service delivery, the rule of law, 
access to justice, and participation in political and economic life on the basis of gender, ethnicity, religion, 
disability, national origin, and social or other status, the disaggregation of groups should apply to all indicators 
across the framework. However, the ambition of this target is too much for a single target. It should instead be 
broken down into various targets – to promote access to social services, decent livelihoods, democratic 
freedoms, access to justice – to support creating not just peaceful

2 States’ efforts to reduce crime and violence should involve establishing and implementing conducive legal 
and policy frameworks – on issues such as public or citizen security, violence prevention, national security, 
criminal justice, small arms control, border management, gender‐based violence (GBV), and the rights of and 
support for victims – as opposed to reliance solely on 'militarised' responses, which can perpetuate violence.
 
 and stable societies, but sustainable development.3 Current indictors do not reflect the breadth of issues. 
Potential indicators are outlined in ensuing comments to support multiple targets.
• For Target 04c, Prevent and eliminate violence against individuals, especially women and children, it is 
recommended this be potentially turned into two targets, such as; I) Reduce the incidence of all forms of 
violence and ensure all social groups have confidence in security provision; and II) Prevent and eliminate all 
forms of violence against girls and women. Subsequent feedback points to the limited scope of indicators 
proposed (32 &
33) for this current target and the need for a wider basket.

Nicola Williams

Global 
Alliance on 
Armed 
Violence 
(GAAV)

14-Mar 9 -- 10 6--8 ·   The basket approach to indicators chosen to measure Target 01c. is considered positive. The 
selection could be improved by including an indicator to measure citizens’ perceptions of security.

Nicola Williams

Global 
Alliance on 
Armed 
Violence 
(GAAV)

14-Mar 9 6

9 6 Violent injuries and deaths per 100,000 population
• The inclusion of injuries, not just deaths, is viewed positively.
• The importance of disaggregated data for measuring and monitoring progress towards targets and informing 
ongoing responses is underlined by the contributors.
• Disaggregation: Violent deaths and injuries per 100,000 population disaggregated by gender and age for 
victims and perpetrators, geography, ethnicity, religion and weapon types.
• Available information/data sources: An Expert Group on National Reporting on Armed Violence has 
developed a comprehensive template to support government and non-government  stakeholders to develop 
national and local reports on armed violence4. The GAAV Working Group on Understanding the Problem is 
also building civil society capacity to use the reporting tool. It is anticipated that through efforts to strengthen 
local, national and regional information sharing and gathering of various data sources for the development of 
national/local reports on armed violence, more comprehensive information relevant to this indicator will be 
accessible from 2014/15 onwards.

Nicola Williams

Global 
Alliance on 
Armed 
Violence 
(GAAV)

14-Mar 10 7

Refugees and internal displacement caused by conflict and violence
• The contributors highlight the importance of disaggregated data for diagnosis and response.
• Disaggregation: Number of violence and conflict affected refugees and internally displaced persons 
disaggregated by origin country, ethnicity, religion, gender and age.
• This indicator could come under a target more focused on reducing violent conflict. Specific option: Rate of 
population displacement due to violence (Source: International Displacement Monitoring Centre/UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)).
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Nicola Williams

Global 
Alliance on 
Armed 
Violence 
(GAAV)

14-Mar 10 8

Percent of UN Emergency Appeals and funds for UN Peacebuilding Fund delivered
• This indicator is not a reliable measure of ODA received for conflict prevention peacebuilding, violence 
reduction, strengthening institutions/rule of law etc. or emergency appeals. UN Emergency Appeals do not help 
countries address structural challenges, dealing with symptoms of conflict. Equally it does not evaluate the 
effectiveness or impact of received assistance.
• ODA received – disaggregated by different financial mechanisms/funds/donors across all issues including 
those relevant to structural conflict prevention, building peace and reducing violence – as a proportion of a 
countries’ GNI, combined with indicators on impacts of development assistance would be a stronger approach. 
Nonetheless, caution should be applied to indicators measuring more aid which could signal more crisis, not 
more peaceful societies or effective prevention.
• Also see comment two in overarching feedback on reducing transnational drivers of conflict and violence. A 
supporting indicator could focus on responsible arms transfers, for example: Number of states that have signed 
and ratified the Arms Trade Treaty.

Nicola Williams

Global 
Alliance on 
Armed 
Violence 
(GAAV)

14-Mar

·   For Target 4a, indicators would not measure success in meeting this target as the target is trying to do too 
much. As outlined in prior comments it is recommended this target be broken down, potentially into two or 
three targets. Some relevant indicators include:
Perceptions:
o   Ability to express political opinion without fear (Source: Gallup World Poll)
o   Do you think the government is doing enough to fight corruption or not? (Source: Gallup World Poll / 
Alternative: Is
the government effective in the fight against corruption? (TI Global Corruption Barometer))
o   Was there at least one instance in the last 12 months when you had to give a bribe/present, or not? 
(Source: Gallup World Poll
/ Alternative: Bribe payers’ index score (TI)
o   Do you have confidence in the judicial system and the courts? (Source: Gallup world poll)
o   How much do you trust courts of law? (Source:  Afrobarometer)
o   In your opinion, how often do ordinary people who break the law go unpunished? (Source: Afrobarometer)
Capacities:
o   Combined scores: electoral process & pluralism, political culture (Source: EIU Political Democracy Index)
o   Enabling space/environment score (Source: CIVICUS Civil Society Index)
o   Electoral process (Source: Freedom House - Freedom in the World)
o   Number of judges per violent death (Source: UNODC)
o   Judicial independence score (Source: WEF-GCR /Bertelsmann Transformation Index (BTI))
o   Ability of poor people to appeal judicial decisions in serious offense cases (Source: piloted by Vera Institute 
of Justice) (cont.)

Nicola Williams

Global 
Alliance on 
Armed 
Violence 
(GAAV)

14-Mar 12--13 32  & 33

Objective reality:
o Victimisation (attack, threat or stealing by force) in the past year (Source: ICVS)
o Victimisation (sexual assault) in the past year (Source: International Crime Victims Survey (ICVS))
o Reliability of police services score (Source: World Economic Forum - Global Competitiveness Report (WEF-
GCR))
o Deaths due to violence, war, civil conflict and other intentional injuries per 100,000 population (Source: WHO 
Global Burden of Disease / Alternative: Homicides per 100,000 population (Source: UNODC))
o Rate of population displacement due to violence (Source: International Displacement Monitoring Centre/UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR))
o Number of deaths from armed conflict (Source: Uppsala Conflict Data Program (UCDP)/ IISS)
o Political stability and absence of violence score (Source: World Bank Worldwide Governance Indicators)
Capacities:
o Rule of law score (Source: World Bank Worldwide Governance Indicators)
o Number of convictions over number of police (Source: UNODC)
o Number of security officers and police per violent death (Source: UNODC, EIU)

Nicola Williams

Global 
Alliance on 
Armed 
Violence 
(GAAV)

14-Mar 12 32

Rate of women subjected to violence in the last 12 months by an intimate partner
• The focus on intimate partners is overly restrictive. This indicator should incorporate various forms of sexual 
and gender-based violence reduction and prevention, extending on intimate partner violence to allow for wider 
focus on gendered impacts of violence on men, women, girls and boys.

Nicola Williams

Global 
Alliance on 
Armed 
Violence 
(GAAV)

14-Mar 13 33

Percentage of referred cases of sexual and gender-based violence against women and children that are 
investigated and sentenced
• By only capturing SGBV which is reported, investigated and sentenced many forms of and incidences of 
SGBV will not be measured by this indicator. Various forms of SGBV against women, girls, and also men and 
boys, including SGBV in times of conflict, go highly unreported. This is in part due to social and cultural factors 
and risk of stigma and discrimination. Addressing these dimensions to encourage higher levels of SGBV 
reporting and thereby access to justice is critical.
• Data sources beyond police and judicial systems should be consulted to produce an accurate picture of 
access to justice for SGBV survivors and levels of impunity.
• Other relevant indicators for consideration in comments on Target 4a relate to justice provision and 
perceptions of justice institutions.

Paul Divakar NCDHR 14-Mar overarching

Need to include people who face discrimination due to "work and descent" (i.e. Heredity) . This is the new term 
they use for "caste" as it is less pejorative and applicable beyond South Asia. He has done a lot of work on this 
in Japan and parts of Africa where, for example, certain 'classes' of people (gravediggers being a common 
example) face poverty across generations as they are treated as unclean, and cannot move out of the social 
group they are restricted to, despite being the same ethnicity or even socioeconomic class. He had other 
examples. We may want to just say 'caste' as it is more common. He was particularly interested in having a 
reference in the preamble, goal 4, and the goal on climate resilience.

Paul Divakar NCDHR 14-Mar overarching
Wants stronger language in the governance section on financial inclusion. He also mentioned greater 
transparency on financial aspects and greater citizen participation in financial decisions. I think he may send 
more concrete amendments to the current language. 

Phil Jones unknown 14-Mar
These goals seems to give little consideration to the UN document, Building a Sustainable and Desirable 
Economy- in-Society-in Nature in which the point is made that it is clear that our present economic system (i.e. 
economic growth) is not sustainable. These proposed goals do not seriously acknowledge this point.

Phil Jones unknown 14-Mar

The notion of planetary boundaries is indefinite. For example, have planetary boundaries been exceeded for 
carbon emissions? Answer: Yes, in my view, no for lots of others.
PNG may become more financially self sufficient if sea bed mining goes ahead. But where or what is the 
planetary boundary when it comes to the destruction of underwater ecosystems?
If the cost of fuel and food rises so that a food and fuel importing country such as Nauru cannot finance a 
transition to renewable energy source or restoration of their island to provide themselves with food, does that 
mean that Nauru’s “planetary boundary” has been exceeded?
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Phil Jones unknown 14-Mar

ODA from rich countries, along with the achievement of SDGs needs to be centrally coordinated but locally and 
publically committed. This is necessary because there is a sorry history of rich countries saying they will 
provide finance and then not doing it. Rich countries must be “tied down” and held responsible.
For example, Australia could commit itself to achieving the SDGs and the transition to the Steady State 
Economy in partnership with, for example, PNG, Timor Leste and small island nations of the South Pacific. 
Similar partnerships could be established, recognised at the UN level and monitored.

Phil Jones unknown 14-Mar

The need to transition from the Growth Economy to the Steady State Economy is not acknowledged in this 
document. So long as the leaders of nations and communities are lead to believe that economic growth is the 
answers to the problems that economic growth creates it is logical that they are not going to be solved.
I quite understand that “emerging economies” might point to the “rich” and say, “that’s ok for you to talk about a 
limit to growth and the need to transition to the Steady State Economy, but what about us?” A very fair point. 
However, what we are looking at here is a long term vision. The Steady State Economy will be thrust upon us 
in the long run, whether we like it or not.  It is better to plan for it rather than allow it to simply happen.
This is most critical in relation to employment and unemployment. Once we acknowledge that economic 
growth cannot go on forever (and that we are near or have exceeded planetary boundaries in many of its 
elements), then we understand the core of the problem. This enables us to focus on true solutions, which 
would include a much higher level of part time work and/or job sharing.
We need to learn the lesson from the Great Depression, where those who were employed were ok while those 
who were unemployed were absolutely desperate.
While economic growth brought us out of the Depression, this solution will not be able to occur in the future.
How far away are we from “planetary boundaries” (assuming that we have crossed them already)? Should we 
just keep going with the present growth strategy in order to see? (Clearly “no”).

Phil Jones unknown 14-Mar 29 8
Change “promoting” to curbing.
The present document gives no recognition to the limits to economic growth, (although it does include the 
notion of living within planetary boundaries).

Phil Jones unknown 14-Mar 29 42 The term “economic goals” is used without defining what these are.

Phil Jones unknown 14-Mar 45 2

There is no mention of part time employment or job sharing. Once our planetary boundaries are reached (and I 
know some argue that we are already beyond those boundaries, and if we have not reached them already, 
surely we are very close, given all the conflicts that are now arising between corporations and local 
communities), job sharing and part-time work will be critical. If we don’t push for that, when the final pressures 
ultimately become too much, we will have a repeat of the Great Depression on an absolutely massive scale.

Phil Jones unknown 14-Mar 87 2 Ensuring universal access to land is open to the interpretation that agricultural land can be carved out of 
natural ecosystems indefinitely.

Phil Jones unknown 14-Mar 110 11

“Securing ecosystem services by adopting policies and legislation that address drivers of ecosystem 
degradation”, but one of those drivers is the call for continued economic growth which is called for in other 
parts of the document.
It could be changed to “Securing ecosystem services by adopting policies and legislation that assist the 
transition to the Steady State Economy”.

Phil Jones unknown 14-Mar 118 8

  Change “economic development” to finance “renewable energy and sufficiency in food production”.
      I am aware of developing nations (Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Bougainville, Timor Leste for example), that 
have mineral or oil resources yet going from their published budgets, the need to begin the transition from the 
Growth Economy to the Steady State Economy seems to have escaped them.

Rasim S. 
Abderrahim

Sustainabilityc
orp.net 14-Mar overarching Use of environmental services

Rasim S. 
Abderrahim

Sustainabilityc
orp.net 14-Mar overarching Access to opportunities in “Transform Governance and Technologies” is Missing

Rasim S. 
Abderrahim

Sustainabilityc
orp.net 14-Mar overarching

If you accept the addition of recycling it needs to be added to vertically to the Table 2: Indicators for cross-
cutting themes arranged by goals and targets and with some corresponding indicators in the matrix in the last 
column to the right

Rasim S. 
Abderrahim

Sustainabilityc
orp.net 14-Mar overarching

Please find a way to monitor one of the results or outcomes of the Bali Package, which is on “Green Goods”; 
(WTO). Also, another on “green procurement standards” now that the WTO’s GPA is somehow gaining 
momentum to affect approaches to SDGs.

Rasim S. 
Abderrahim

Sustainabilityc
orp.net 14-Mar overarching From lines 12 to 41 on Page 22: you have created a mess with the years. So, are you sticking to the 2020 

target(s), or are you are likely saying that 2030 is even “unrealizable”. I am confused!
Rasim S. 
Abderrahim

Sustainabilityc
orp.net 14-Mar overarching From lines 7 to 32 on Page 125: OECD is not reporting on Key countries that are Non-OECD Members; how 

do you suppose anti-corruption or anti-bribery monitoring can be resolved?
Rasim S. 
Abderrahim

Sustainabilityc
orp.net 14-Mar overarching Lines 11 to 16 on Page 129 are GREAT. However, the narrative that follows from lines 18 to 44 on Page 129 

and from lines 2 to 22 on Page130 are relatively weak; or perhaps “classically pasted”.
Rasim S. 
Abderrahim

Sustainabilityc
orp.net 14-Mar overarching This textual approach to the context of “Target 10c. Accelerate adoption of new technologies for the SDGs” 

needs stronger writing layout; don’t you think so?  
Rasim S. 
Abderrahim

Sustainabilityc
orp.net 14-Mar 19  Indicator 

91 Perception of Public Sector Corruption is conventional. A new indicator in needed

Rasim S. 
Abderrahim

Sustainabilityc
orp.net 14-Mar 20  Indicator 

99
No enough as issues to measure. Suggest that you add: national and private business recycling indicators, 
national innovation indictors; country-level international trade in technology-intensive products 

Rasim S. 
Abderrahim

Sustainabilityc
orp.net 14-Mar 21  Indicator 

100
No enough as issues to measure. Suggest that you add: national and private business recycling indicators, 
national innovation indictors; country-level international trade in technology-intensive products 

Rasim S. 
Abderrahim

Sustainabilityc
orp.net 14-Mar 21  Indicator 

100

Researchers and technicians in R&D (per million people) is conventional as an indicators to measure 
technology transfer. There are new indicators such as: Tech transfer performance indicators; tech transfer in 
national IP statistics; tech transfer licensing (internal, cross-border, etc); number of universities involved; 
number of university-industry commercialization contracts; number of university graduates in tech transfer 
disciplines; and number of private training institutions in tech transfer  

Salvatore 
Chester Tsere lamba 14-Mar overarching

A well thought of and comprehensive work. 
- Wished periodic performance on each goal and indicators could be easily monitored or displayed for public 
attention (on interactive display).
- Wished kerosene for lighting was clearly mentioned (not even once?) and exposed as a scourge killing 
millions of innocent victims.   

Salvatore 
Chester Tsere lamba 14-Mar 102 Indicator 72

On indicator 71, the inefficient cookstoves  are clearly explained and elaborated in addition to references of 
SE4All and IEA reports. No such elaboration,  nor indication is made to kerosene for lighting which affects over 
1 billion poor people.  This is a serious neglect which must be incorporated this time round.
Scanting references to off-grid problems are not sufficient to explain the objective reality of those using 
(suffering and dying) kerosene for lighting. This is all the more surprising when considering the availability of 
affordable micro-solar technology perfectly suited to reach and solve their problems, at individual level (NB.). 
Indeed a miracle waiting to happen, or a missed opportunity?   
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Scott Ratzan, 
Carlos Brito, 
Peter Hancock, 
Rick Ramirez, 
Ken Woodlin

ABinBev, AIG, 
Siemens, 
Volvo Group, 
Walmart 

14-Mar overarching

The Sustainable Development Solutions Network is to be commended on the breadth, ambition and strength of 
the draft Sustainable Development Goals, Targets and Indicators, which were released for consultation on 
February 14, 2014.  The undersigned group of companies and organizations support the broad goals, and 
raise our collective concern that road safety is not highlighted as a critical area for action and investment. Both 
the UN's Decade of Action on Road Safety and Rio + 20 have noted that road safety is essential for human 
progress. Today, road traffic accidents are the 8th leading cause of death globally and are expected to rise to 
5th leading cause of death by 2030, surpassing HIV/AIDS, diabetes and hypertension and many other 
diseases. Road traffic accidents are the #1 cause of death globally among people aged 15 to29 and the 3rd 
leading cause of death among people aged 30 to 44. The economic impact of road traffic accidents is higher 
than for many diseases, and its impact is felt greatest in middle-income countries, among the poor, and 
vulnerable road users such as pedestrians, motorcyclists and bicyclists, who together account for 50% of 
global fatalities. We believe enhancing road safety is critical for human development and economic growth, 
and we recommend several areas for attention and heightened action within a broader safe systems approach.  
Making roads safer for people and enablers of prosperity requires more focus, resources and tracking.

Scott Ratzan, 
Carlos Brito, 
Peter Hancock, 
Rick Ramirez, 
Ken Woodlin

ABinBev, AIG, 
Siemens, 
Volvo Group, 
Walmart 

14-Mar 41 6

We recommend this indicator, "violence injuries and deaths per 100,000 population" be scoped more broadly 
than assaults and armed violence to include measurement (and reporting) of the number of road traffic 
accidents per 100,000 population and per 1,000 registered vehicles. According to the WHO, Road traffic 
accidents case 23% of global deaths due to injuries, while war and homicide account for 14%. 

Scott Ratzan, 
Carlos Brito, 
Peter Hancock, 
Rick Ramirez, 
Ken Woodlin

ABinBev, AIG, 
Siemens, 
Volvo Group, 
Walmart 

14-Mar 69 34

We believe the definition of "primary healthcare services" should include emergency care and trauma services.  
The lack of emergency care leads to the preventable death or disability of many traffic accident victims. We 
recommend measuring the percent of fully and consistently equipped emergency care delivery points to 
populations, as well as the ratio of  health care professionals  devoted to emergency  care to the population.

Scott Ratzan, 
Carlos Brito, 
Peter Hancock, 
Rick Ramirez, 
Ken Woodlin

ABinBev, AIG, 
Siemens, 
Volvo Group, 
Walmart 

14-Mar 88 59

In addition to "access to all-weather roads," we recommend that this indicator for "ensuring universal access in 
rural areas to basic resources and infrastructure services" include an objective measure of the safety of roads, 
such as percentage of roads with adequate protection for pedestrians and other non-car users, the existence 
of policies that support road safety, and the adequate enforcement of traffic laws.

Scott Ratzan, 
Carlos Brito, 
Peter Hancock, 
Rick Ramirez, 
Ken Woodlin

ABinBev, AIG, 
Siemens, 
Volvo Group, 
Walmart 

14-Mar 92 64

Safe roads and adequate public transportation play a critical role in the 7th SDG, “making all cities socially 
inclusive, economically productive, environmentally sustainable, secure and resilient to climate change and 
other risks."  We recommend that steps to improve roads and public transit be included in sustainable 
development (Local Agenda 21) plans and be tracked under this indicator.

Scott Ratzan, 
Carlos Brito, 
Peter Hancock, 
Rick Ramirez, 
Ken Woodlin

ABinBev, AIG, 
Siemens, 
Volvo Group, 
Walmart 

14-Mar 96 67

We recommend that "domestic revenues allocated to sustainable development as percent of GNI" include a 
measure of government spending on road safety, as safer roads support achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals. Funding for safer vehicles, safer roads, driver safety training, and broad use of 
technology, including information and communications technology devoted to road safety, should also be part 
of this metric.

Scott Ratzan, 
Carlos Brito, 
Peter Hancock, 
Rick Ramirez, 
Ken Woodlin

ABinBev, AIG, 
Siemens, 
Volvo Group, 
Walmart 

14-Mar 126 94 We support this indicator, "percentage of the urban population with access to reliable public transportation."

Scott Ratzan, 
Carlos Brito, 
Peter Hancock, 
Rick Ramirez, 
Ken Woodlin

ABinBev, AIG, 
Siemens, 
Volvo Group, 
Walmart 

14-Mar 126 95
We recommend that "official development assistance (ODA) and net private grants as percent of high-income 
country's GNI" include a measure of ODA and grants that support road safety, including in the areas noted in 
126, indicator 94 above.

Scott Ratzan, 
Carlos Brito, 
Peter Hancock, 
Rick Ramirez, 
Ken Woodlin

ABinBev, AIG, 
Siemens, 
Volvo Group, 
Walmart 

14-Mar 128 98

We recommend that "private net flows for sustainable development at market rates as share of high-income 
country GNI" include a measure of direct investments, international bank lending, bond lending, and other 
flows devoted to road safety as part of infrastructure development, since road safety is a critical public good 
that supports sustainable development.

Scott Ratzan, 
Carlos Brito, 
Peter Hancock, 
Rick Ramirez, 
Ken Woodlin

ABinBev, AIG, 
Siemens, 
Volvo Group, 
Walmart 

14-Mar 129 99, 100
We support inclusion of the indicators on coverage of information and communications technology and other 
technologies, as well as the number of researchers and technicians per million people.  Advanced  
technologies  can play a definitive  role in making our world, our roads, safer and should therefore be included.

Thomas Lacher Texas A&M 
University 14-Mar 111 - 115 Indicator 80

Texas A&M University, as a Red List Partner, strongly supports the use of Indicator 80 (i.e. the Red List Index) 
as a scientifically verified and widely utilized tool to track the status of extinction risk for biodiversity. This is 
particularly relevant for Targets 9a (p. 110) and 9B (p. 115). The Red List index will provide both global and 
national level tracking of the status of biodiversity, in particular components relevant for the protection of 
ecosystem services important to human well-being.

Margherita Errico NPS Italia 
onlus 15-Mar overarching Equal access of women to clinical trial.  Is recognized by the WHO that: 1) the women who live longer; 2) 

consume more drugs than man; 3) have hormonal characteristics different from men.

Margherita Errico NPS Italia 
onlus 15-Mar overarching The history of HIV has taught us how important it is to enter trials with numbers generally representative of 

women equal to that of men, also this part of the gender equality.

Margherita Errico NPS Italia 
onlus 15-Mar overarching

This speech can be transferred over the men for conditions tipically female: the phenomenon of premature 
aging in HIV has taught us how the osteoporosis is not sufficiently studied with representative numbers for 
men.

Margherita Errico NPS Italia 
onlus 15-Mar 75 34 Equal access of women to clinical Hiv/Aids trial . Indicator would be “how many women are involved in new 

clinical Hiv/Aids trial” 

Margherita Errico NPS Italia 
onlus 15-Mar 69 21 Add that the data will be disaggregated always also by age.

Georges 
RADJOU CEO 
MBA DUPEBH 

Business 
Innovation 
Research 
Development 
(BIRD) 

16-Mar overarching Universal Income (I)- Basic Income (X): shortage indicator X°= Resource – X, no reacting indicator (Xmin):

Georges 
RADJOU CEO 
MBA DUPEBH 

Business 
Innovation 
Research 
Development 
(BIRD) 

16-Mar overarching
Organization should strive for the community: Indicators I (SSE) and I (firm) I   (SSE)   = SSE INV/ Net Earning 
:I (firm) = Firm INV/ Net Earning
These metrics could be benchmarked with UN industry organization related per size/county
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Georges 
RADJOU CEO 
MBA DUPEBH 

Business 
Innovation 
Research 
Development 
(BIRD) 

16-Mar overarching Indicator(s) of violence or risks, differentiate: direct causes and indirect causes

Georges 
RADJOU CEO 
MBA DUPEBH 

Business 
Innovation 
Research 
Development 
(BIRD) 

16-Mar overarching
Pro-poor development projects:   in percentage (%), what actions have been mobilized Sizes, outcomes  : 
narratives, practices, deployment, access, management

Georges 
RADJOU CEO 
MBA DUPEBH 

Business 
Innovation 
Research 
Development 
(BIRD) 

16-Mar overarching
Business as usual : Indicator of Technology mutation, case of the stakeholders/Governmental seminar where 
economical wellbeing matters. They need to impulse the next needs (environmental management, renewable 
energy, smart grids,...) and penetrate way to show it can work

Georges 
RADJOU CEO 
MBA DUPEBH 

Business 
Innovation 
Research 
Development 
(BIRD) 

16-Mar overarching
Impacts: primary and secondary impacts- primary impacts are the direct schocks due to the risk issue(s) , 
secondary impacts may cause more concerns than the primary issue impact i.e. looting, women and girl 
violence, water poisoning, cholera, HIV

Georges 
RADJOU CEO 
MBA DUPEBH 

Business 
Innovation 
Research 
Development 
(BIRD) 

16-Mar overarching Action indicator(s ): going further, assessment (as they are now), structures, amplification, multiplication

Georges 
RADJOU CEO 
MBA DUPEBH 

Business 
Innovation 
Research 
Development 
(BIRD) 

16-Mar overarching Pollutions: Indicator of Emission - reduction gap(s) for a selected source receptor, also source attribution  : 
contribution of emission originated from X, Y, Z...; effect of X% emission implies concentration change %

Georges 
RADJOU CEO 
MBA DUPEBH 

Business 
Innovation 
Research 
Development 
(BIRD) 

16-Mar overarching Dynamism of development, role of work/ activity: R&D in shallow integration, work and trade-union and social 
integration, Indicator autonomy / rationality, also Indicator Partime / full time

Georges 
RADJOU CEO 
MBA DUPEBH 

Business 
Innovation 
Research 
Development 
(BIRD) 

16-Mar overarching Corruption indicator : in % (lobbying or influence network

Atul Wad atulbwad@gm
ail.com 17-Mar overarching

These comments and opinions are in response to requests for feedback on the Draft “Indicators for 
Sustainable development” released by the UNSDSN. They also consider the earlier “An Action Agenda for 
Sustainable Development by the UNSDSN, since the two documents are integrally linked.

From the perspective of a professional who has been actively involved in practice, research and policy analysis 
in the field of sustainable development for twenty five years, there are several important and critical 
deficiencies and weaknesses in the overall conceptual and methodological approaches elaborated in these 
reports. 

These are not intended as critical comments, but to serve hopefully as substantive inputs to the continuing 
dialogue and development of this extremely important initiative of global significance and one that has been 
long overdue. The launch of this initiative by the UN is a significant step forward towards the achievement of an 
equitable and sustainable future for society at large. The comments derive from personal experiences and 
opinions as well as draw upon perspectives and research by individuals involved in this field as academics, 
policy makers and practitioners. They are not in any specific order. (cont.)

Atul Wad atulbwad@gm
ail.com 17-Mar overarching

1. Science, Technology and Innovation (ST&I)
 Both reports are extremely deficient in addressing the important, if not essential, role to be played by Science, 
Technology and innovation (ST&I) in the achievement of sustainable development. Though ST&I are 
mentioned in several sections, several issues emerge:
 1. The primary focus appears to be on Information technology (ICT) as almost a panacea to society’s 
problems. Admittedly ICT is a major domain of growth in technology today, and has impacts in all aspects of 
economic and social activity. However, important innovations are being developed in other sectors – materials, 
energy, water, agriculture, medicine, biotechnology etc., have equally important value for SD. 
 This is particularly noteworthy because there was a UN center for Science and Technology (UNCSTD) that 
was established after the Vienna Conference on ST&D in 1978. The Center was very active in monitoring, 
analyzing and advising the general assembly about the potential and impacts of existing and emerging 
technologies for development – both positive and negative. UNCSTD brought in leading scientists and 
technologists, including Nobel laureates and policy makers, experts on innovation management and research 
institutes around the world to enhance the quality of its analyses and recommendations. A noteworthy 
instrument was the Advance Technology Alert System (ATAS), which monitored and analyzed in implications of 
new and emerging technologies for developing countries. (cont.)

Atul Wad atulbwad@gm
ail.com 17-Mar overarching

As indicated in the drafts, sustainability challenges require new innovative solutions, which entails new 
technologies and methods of deploying, promoting the development of, and managing such innovations. 
 In every field of technology, there is constant innovation occurring around the world. This dynamic is not fully 
recognized in the drafts. Nor is there much understanding of innovation as a complex process requiring more 
than traditional economics based approaches. Required is an interdisciplinary approach that encompasses the 
full ‘value chain’ from raw materials to end user (and beyond) to truly be able to assess the most optimal 
choices and solutions. In this context, the recent advances in Design that takes more comprehensive systems 
based approach needs to be recognized. Also important is the ‘user friendly’ character of technology and 
products/services, requiring ethnographic and behavioral study of how people use and interact with innovation. 
There are examples where programs to deliver drinking water to the poor have failed due a lack of recognition 
of these issues.  Cases also exist in agriculture, energy and health.
 The only indicators provided for ST&I are Domestic Expenditure on R&D; and Number of Scientists and 
Technicians in R&D, which are known to be weak indicators, a point that has been made over several 
decades. Implicit in these indicators is the view that  support comes mainly from the government/public sector. 
It is well documented that at least in the industrialized world, the investment in technology by the private sector 
is a major driver of innovation, and that centralized R&D as a model is outdated. Today, innovation can occur 
throughout the value chain – from suppliers, consumers, etc.  (cont.)
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There are many other indicators that have been used for ST&I – scientists/technical ratio; IP produced, Citation 
Indices, Commercialization of IP; PhD s produced; R&D as % of GNP; etc. Some of the measures used in 
Sustainability Indexes are also relevant, as are some measures implicit in the work on Resource Productivity. 
For SD, a measure of the resource efficiency of technologies produced would be useful.
 There is a large and long standing school of research on Innovation, which includes several disciplines, and is 
not restricted to economics. The application of these analytical models is vital for the design of robust and 
successful solutions to social problems. ST&I are not even included as a thematic area in the Agenda.
 There is also a long record of the development of powerful indicators for ST&I, as by the US National Science 
Foundation (NSF). 
 Such data, and their accuracy, is vital to the formulation of strong policies for ST&I, and the development of 
strategies and programs to optimize the deployment of solutions to sustainability challenges.
 Another shortcoming to the UN approach is what may be called a ‘silo’ effect. The Agenda describes twelve 
thematic areas and these are unquestionably reflective of the various domains where focus and action is 
required. (cont.)

Atul Wad atulbwad@gm
ail.com 17-Mar overarching

But this is in essence a ‘vertical’ approach, and only minimally recognizes or addresses the complex 
interactions between these areas. For instance, solutions to the drinking water problem have implications for 
water in other areas – water resource conservation, agricultural productivity, pollution, economic productivity 
and health. Solutions for water must necessarily take account of these interdependencies.
 Similarly, in renewable energy, the overall thermodynamic efficiency, and economic impacts, of different inputs 
is required. As evidenced by the case of corn based ethanol, once a focus of great investor interest in the US, 
one consequence was the rise in the price of corn as food, and the revelation that producing a unit of ethanol 
actually requires more energy input than the output that is produced, if the complete production/vale chain is 
analyzed. In Brazil, on the other hand, the low cost of labor and the abundance of the raw materials, alters the 
economics favorably. 
 A comprehensive approach needs what may be referred to a ‘horizontal’ approach, coincidentally the 
approach the UNCSTD adopted in its framework.
 There are many other dimensions of innovation that need to be included/considered if truly effective solutions 
are to be developed. (cont.)

Atul Wad atulbwad@gm
ail.com 17-Mar overarching

2.  The Focus on Business
 There is a strong argument that the private sector, given its large resources, capabilities and motivation, can 
be a powerful, if not the most powerful agent of meaningful change and the achievement of sustainable 
development. The drafts do not address this adequately, and where they do, it is limited to the increasing trend 
for businesses to report CSR activities, and conceding to ‘carrot and stick’ policies that induce them to improve 
energy efficiency etc. Corporate accountability is also an area of focus. Enforcing reporting, accountability and 
policies that produce positive reactions by businesses are important. 
 The problem is that these only go thus far. When faced with competition, economic downturns, technological 
challenges, or sometime improper policies and regulations, corporations often simply drop or reduce their CSR 
activities, sometime to the point of it being simply ‘lip service”. These measures are not sustainable.
 Where the need is strongest is in the development and design of new business models, based integrally on 
the principles of both sustainability and business. This includes more attention to areas such as sustainable 
business strategy, marketing, innovation management, customer relationships, product design, accounting and 
finance, and human resources, all with a focus on sustainability. These are the new directions for business 
model development, and their implementation. (cont.)

Atul Wad atulbwad@gm
ail.com 17-Mar overarching

The challenges here are several:
1. The lack of skills and expertise. Though there has been a growth in the number o universities offering 
degree programs and courses in sustainability (e.g. Stanford, Cornell), the output is not adequate to satisfy the 
demand for such skills. Faculty to teach such courses are also in short supplies. Addressing this shortage 
would be an important component of the SD initiative.
2. Metrics and methodologies. A core basis of sustainability is the optimization of commercial, social and 
environmental outcomes. Though economic outcomes can be measured quite easily, social and environmental 
outcomes are more difficult to quantify, requiring qualitative methods and often subjective valuations. As a 
result, efforts to measure the overall ‘sustainability’ impact and success of a business are difficult. For larger 
conglomerates, this is even more difficult, since one part of the company may be engaged in unsustainable 
activities while another is undertaking sustainable activities. This may be striking in the oil industry, where oil 
exploration continues on the one hand in one division, and research is carried out on renewable energy in 
another division, and further, a ‘socially oriented’ Foundation has been established. What is the total SD impact 
or measure?
3. Weak policies and regulations. Effective policies that encourage business to undertake SD directions and 
models are essential. But these need to extend beyond “carrot and stick” methods such as ‘pollution payer’, 
and encompass IP, Resource Efficiency, taxation, governance, transparency and involvement substantially in 
policy dialogue. Regulations covering quality control are also important. (cont.)

Atul Wad atulbwad@gm
ail.com 17-Mar overarching

4. Primary focus on MNCs and firms from industrialized countries. These have ben the main focus in efforts to 
promote sustainability in businesses. Admittedly it can be more problematic and difficult in developing 
countries, but it is in these countries where the need is greatest, where the companies are more polluting, 
produce products which are often dangerous (e.g. the recent scandal about drugs in India), and poor safety 
standard (e.g. the Bangla Desh fire). Major programs to encourage sustainability in the private sector are 
essential.
 Fortunately there has been some progress in the focus on business. e.g. The WBCSD, websites such as 
www.sustainablebusiness.com, more companies (mainly MNcs) producing CSR reports, more business 
strategies being developed (BOP), and greater oversight. On the other hand, pollution, waste, negative social 
impacts continue to exist and grow.
 But even here, there are problems. For instance, the BOP model first pioneered by Prof C.K. Prahalad, has 
been criticized extensively for its weak definitions of poverty, its treatment of the poor as consumers, not 
producers, the inappropriate types of products it has engendered, and the basic poor economics of the model. 
Criticisms have also pointed out that there is a large population in the world that is not even in the economic 
system – refugees, the disenfranchised, tribal societies etc. and that a BOP model is quite meaningless in this 
context, even though, as in the destruction of the rainforests, business activities and interests impact such 
populations severely. (cont.)
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3. The Unreliability of Data
 It is being increasingly recognized that the accuracy and reliability of development data, data collection 
methodologies and the influence of political agendas grossly distort the data that is available are used to 
design programs, make decisions etc.
 The data demonstrating the limitations of the claims made in the achievement of the goals of the MDG has 
been criticized from many sources. A recent paper in the Lancet addresses this issue squarely. Others include 
newspapers, universities, intergovernmental bodies and NGOs.
 Even official agencies, such as WHO< and the Mexican CONAGUA, admit the weakness in the data in for 
instance, the percentage of the population that has access to drinking water.
 Sometimes it is how the measure is conceptualized. In the case of water, access to water is often seen as 
simply that – physical access – and does not consider if this water is of drinking quality. The indicators used to 
measure SD goals need to be far more sophisticated and realistic.
  A serious possible consequence of poor data is the incorrect projection of targets, and the unrealistic design 
of programs. In the case of the UN SD initiative, this is of great concern. The Agenda does quantify how 
population growth, consumption, increased economic activities etc. portend a dire future where the world will 
reach a global crisis or serious proportions. Disregarding the neglect of the potential of innovation, combined 
with more realistic policies and programs for the moment, this ‘Limits to Growth” scenario is a distinct 
possibility. Just in the case of drinking water, the combination of poor data, inflated achievements, and 
changing consumer behavior indicate a definite acute water crisis given current trends. Major resources and 
international efforts to develop solutions, as well as policies and programs to change behavior patterns, water 
conservation, contamination etc. will be required. It is, given adequate resources, that this crisis can be 
averted, but the time period of 15 years of the UN Agenda is quite short, and probably insufficient to achieve 
the desired goals. A more realistic time frame may be 30-50 years. Adopting this would allow more 
comprehensive, realistic and well designed programs to be designed and more effective long-term solutions to 
be deployed.  (cont.)

Atul Wad atulbwad@gm
ail.com 17-Mar overarching

The timeliness of data is also important. There is, and it is admitted in the report, that there are time lags in the 
data made available. Data needs to be seen itself as a dynamic tool, and this influences how it is collected, 
analyzed and used. Designing tomorrow’s programs based on yesterday’s data is dangerous. Sound 
projections, adjustments for future shifts, secondary impacts of related programs and events, etc. need to be 
included.

5. The Disciplinary Approach and the Model
 The Agenda and the Indicator drafts are dominated by an economic disciplinary approach. Granted that 
economics has been the dominant discipline in development for many decades, particularly macroeconomics.
 Without any intention of criticizing economics as a discipline – in fact it is of utmost importance – the 
perspectives of other disciplines, and indeed an interdisciplinary approach, is essential. And to go beyond that, 
recognizing that each discipline has many trajectories, paradigms, ‘schools of thought’ that simultaneously co-
exist is vital. A mono-disciplinary approach is simply not realistic to address SD, which inherently is an 
interdisciplinary concept.
 Disciplines of importance include all fields of technology, management, anthropology, ethnography, design, 
political economy, sociology, industrial engineering, cultural studies, psychology and social psychology, and 
even philosophy. After all, SD involves the future of all mankind, and it is necessary to take an inclusive 
approach to how the knowledge produced by society can be focused and integrated to address this problem.
 Another shortcoming about the approach implicit in the Agenda is that SD is mainly the purview and 
responsibility of governments and international organizations such as the UN. It is clear that governments have 
an important role to play, but in the world today, many governments are weak, poorly qualified, short of 
resources, facing internal conflicts and other crises, and simply incapable to undertaking strong policies and 
providing the resources required. Several are considered ‘failed states”, and the question arises as to how the 
UN, which represents governments globally, can incorporate such states in a sustainable development 
agenda. (cont.)

Atul Wad atulbwad@gm
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Other sources of financial support have been approached, and to some extent successfully. The Global Fund 
for instance drew from private sources, foundations etc. in earlier rounds. But it was not successful in raising 
the amount it sought in its most recent round, and the question does arise as to why these donors were less 
enthusiastic. 
 Foreign Aid has itself come under scrutiny for its effectiveness, the means through which it is deployed and 
used, the motivations of the donors etc. 
 One argument is that even if the sources are not governments, it is ultimately the governments through which 
the funds are channeled and managed. 
 Alternatives to how resources are deployed and managed need to be explored and included in the Agenda.
 The rise of new forms of financing – notably “Impact Investing” need recognition as also “crowd funding”, both 
recent trends. The explicit focus of the Impact Investment community on ventures that yield social and 
environmental returns yet offer substantial returns based on tight analysis of the business model and 
commercial viability, indicates that such investments could be a major source of substantial financial resources 
for SD. It is a more robust model than charitable foundations due to its insistence of strict business discipline in 
the evaluation of projects.  The lament of this community is the shortage of a strong ‘deal flow” of such projects 
– a need that could be addressed through various mechanisms promoted by the UN, international 
development agencies and national governments.

6. Focus on Developing Countries
 Though it is probably not intentional, the Agenda focuses mainly on SD in the developing countries. Yes, this is 
where the challenges of poverty, hunger, health, marginalization and inequality are most severe, but the 
industrialized world is also facing its own challenges. Poverty, unemployment levels and economic inequality in 
many industrialized countries, notably the US, are at crisis levels. In many countries poverty conditions can be 
as much abject as in the developing world. The environmental challenges are also serious, to some extent a 
consequence of climate change. Non-renewable resource depletion is still continuing. Water is a serious 
problem in many industrialized countries (again, the US is a prominent example).  (cont.)
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Other social ills – such as suicide rates, malnutrition, obesity, etc. are widespread. Immigration, economic 
crises as in Europe, political conflicts, education etc. are all challenges faced by many industrialized countries. 
The Agenda should take a more inclusive and global perspective in this regard in order for its initiative to be 
truly representative of the nature of the problem.
 In an increasingly inter-dependent global economy, producing solutions to the problems of the rich and poor 
would be more synergistic than a sole focus on the developing world. The international trade in agricultural 
products, if assessed on the basis of the ‘water footprints’ of the different products, where they are consumed 
and produced, the result would be a substantial transfer of virtual water resources from one country to another. 
Similar transnational consequences occur with the waste produced by products made in one region and 
consumed and discarded in another (e.g. cell phones).
 Considering that Development Assistance is frequently attacked by various factions in rich countries as 
wasteful and inconsequential (and sometimes supporting repressive regimes), it could be argued that the rich 
countries be a major focus in the Agenda. 

7. Poverty and the Limits of Definition
 It is a given in development that poverty is a major challenge and should be a primary focus of international 
development efforts. This has been the centerpiece of development programs for decades.
 What has not been recognized adequately, and hence not addressed properly, is that poverty is a complex 
phenomenon – it is not simply defined by the low income, poor nutrition and health, and unemployment, 
applied to a specific geographically defined population. It is far more complex.
 Particularly when viewed in the context of SD, the concept of ‘poverty’ needs to be ‘defragmented’ into its 
components, levels and manifestations. It is not solely an economic concept that can be measured by a head 
count of a population. Social and cultural factors, political and power relationships, access to natural 
resources, participation in civil society, debt burdens, access to information, quality of health care, the quality 
of education, marginalization, domestic and other forms of violence, disenfranchisement, and age and gender 
differences need to be addressed more systematically.  (cont.)
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As such, indicators need to be developed to capture these dimensions of poverty; and, it could be argued, to 
also measure/assess the root causes of these conditions experienced by people.

8. The Need for Dynamic Solution
 If there is one overarching comment that could be made about both drafts is that they reflect a somewhat 
static approach to the challenge of SD. 
 The thematic areas correctly identify most of the major problems of society, but the indicators proposed 
suggest a static perspective. 
 For example, some of the indicators for poverty are: proportion of population below $1.25 (PPP) per day; 
proportion in extreme poverty; percentage under the poverty line of the country; and the somewhat ambiguous 
“poverty gap” measure (how far poor from poor?). Additionally, sub goals are proposed, which defragment the 
concept. E.g. access to water, to health, levels of infant mortality, access to electricity, and the interesting 
“access to modern cooking solutions” indicator.
 Collectively, and assuming the data is accurate, this would provide a good overview of the “state of the poor”, 
which is also measured by the UNDP HDR, the latter also being the target of numerous criticisms.
 What these indicators do not offer is an understanding of the processes, structures and causal linkages 
underlying these measures. Measuring income levels does not necessarily reveal what causes low incomes, 
and more importantly, what continually reproduces low incomes. If poverty is to be addressed meaningfully, 
these underlying processes and structures need to be addressed and resolved. 
 This calls for quite a different approach to the measurement of progress in SD; not by the static head counts, 
but by analytical measures of the underlying processes and structures in terms of their contribution – 
negatively or positively – to these conditions. Poverty can be the cause of many factors, low agricultural yields, 
joblessness, sickness in the family, etc. and manifested in many forms – shortage of food, infant mortality, 
alienation, violence, and sickness. 
 Recent advances in design strategy and organizational change provide some frameworks for the development 
of such measures. Such conceptually strong and empirically based measures that offer a better insight into the 
dynamics resulting in a problem, allows for the formulation of equally dynamic solutions that directly address 
the problem in its essence. (cont.)

Atul Wad atulbwad@gm
ail.com 17-Mar overarching

9. Concluding Comments
 The UNSDSN and the associated Agenda for SD are, to be very clear, extremely advances in global efforts to 
achieve true sustainable development.
 The scope of the initiative broad, which is necessary, and goes into the depths of the problems the world 
faces. 
 The need though is for a better recognition of the importance and business – and in an accurate, conceptually 
correct manner – SD; to appreciate and sole the problems of data accuracy and reliability, including more 
refined definitions of measures; an interdisciplinary approach based on more comprehensive models of 
sustainable development which go beyond the limits of economics; and the development of solution that 
recognize and address dynamically, the processes and structures underlying the more ‘visible’ phenomena 
defined as the challenges. 
 The challenge is not poverty. It is the cause of poverty. Which is a far more difficult thing to do.

Why the Leadership of the UN is Important
The United Nations is clearly the ideal organization to undertake this ambitious initiative. It has the global 
scope and credibility, the professional expertise of its staff, the administrative support, key relationships and 
partnerships, efficient decision structures and processes, the absence of bias, and the support of all its 
Member States. 
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17-Mar overarching

Although the report reiterates that a “central objective of these proposed goals is to ensure social inclusion” 
and urges “that where appropriate and feasible, metrics should be disaggregated according to gender, 
geography, socioeconomic status, disability, ethnicity, and other dimensions in order to track and address 
marginalization”, this commitment is often not translated into the actual proposal for goals targets and 
indicators. If data is not available, efforts should be made to develop new sets of data– on a national and 
international level
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17-Mar overarching

Table 2: Indicators for cross-cutting themes arranged by goals and targets: Parallel to Gender Equality, equality 
of persons with disabilities and other marginalized groups should be included as a cross-cutting theme. The 
inclusion of persons with disabilities affects all areas of life. According to the World Disability Report 1 billion 
persons are living with a disability. UN experts estimate that disability affects direct and indirectly 25 % of the 
population.
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17-Mar 13 Line 34 Indicator: Add: Ensure disability accessible health services
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17-Mar 35 Line 34 Disaggregation: By sex, age, urban/rural, disability, and other qualifiers.
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17-Mar 37 Line 4-5 By disaggregating the collection and representation of data for each indicator by geographic, gender, ethnic, 
socioeconomic, and other dimensions (disability),
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17-Mar 38 Line 25 Disaggregation: Indicator can be disaggregated by gender, disability, household income…..
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17-Mar 39 Line 5 …such as particular ethnic or social groups, like persons with disabilities
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17-Mar 41 Line 16 Indicator 6: Violent injuries, impairments and deaths per 100,000 population.
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17-Mar 41 Line 18 Rationale and definition: This statistic measures injuries, impairments and fatalities resulting directly…
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17-Mar 42 Line 11 Disaggregation: By sex, age, disability, religion, and national and ethnic origin….
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17-Mar 44 Line 37 Disaggregation has to take into account persons with disabilities as they are largely disadvantaged.
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17-Mar 46 Line 2 Employment to population ratio by gender, age group (15-64) and disability.
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17-Mar 51 Line 32 Disaggregation: By age, marital status and disability.
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17-Mar 53 Line 1; 6

“Goal 3: Ensure Inclusive Education and Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood”
“All youth and adults have access to and equally participate at continuous learning […]”
Solely focusing on effective learning as an outcome in the goal might undercut other dimensions in education 
such as meaningful participation. “Inclusive education” with full and equal participation should be recognized 
as a prerequisite for effective learning for all (including, girls, children from rural areas, ethnic and religious 
minorities, children with disabilities etc.).
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17-Mar 54 Line 4 Disaggregation by sex is not sufficient to ensure quality education for all. If data is not available at this time, 
efforts should be made to develop new sets of data– on a national and international level.
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17-Mar 54 Line 34
“Additional indicators that countries may consider” should comprise metrics disaggregated according to 
gender, geography, socioeconomic status, disability, ethnicity, and other dimensions in order to tackle and 
address marginalization and unequal progress in the realization of the goals.
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17-Mar 57 Indicator 23

While the report stresses access of persons with disabilities to education, this group is not included in 
indicators concerning learning outcomes and participation – although these issues are often the cause of the 
disproportionally high drop-out rates among this group (which is acknowledged as a problem in indicator 22). 
Since “Each country will need to identify its own set of standards for proficiency”, standards should be 
recommended which disaggregate according to gender, geography, socioeconomic status, disability, ethnicity, 
and other dimensions.
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17-Mar 56 Line 15

This “aggregate indicator” does not ensure quality education for all. Marginalized groups such as persons with 
disabilities should not only be tracked in their access to education (as stated in indicator 21) but also in the 
quality of the education they receive. There is no international set of data established, yet. If countries were to 
“adopt and/or define a core set of standards” as the report suggests, metrics disaggregated according to 
gender, geography, socioeconomic status, disability, ethnicity, and other dimensions should be included. 
Otherwise, for groups like persons with disabilities this indicator might foster further segregation and 
discrimination through e.g. a high percentage of girls and boys with disabilities attending specialized 
institutions with low quality education.
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17-Mar 61 Line 33 ‘Data should be disaggregated by gender, ethnicity, disability, religion…’
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17-Mar 62 Line 25 ‘Proportion of seats held by women, minorities and persons with disabilities….’ ‘Rationale and definition’ as 
well as ‘comments and limitations’ should be adjusted accordingly.
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17-Mar 64 Line 1 ‘Share of women and persons with disabilities on boards of national/multinational corporations.
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17-Mar 64 Line 12 An additional indicator that countries may consider could be: ‘Percentage of persons with disabilities without 
incomes of their own”.
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17-Mar 67 Line 1 Elimination of violence against children and women with disabilities should be included in target 4c.
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17-Mar 67 Line 28 Disaggregation by frequency, age, martial status, disability.
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17-Mar 69 Line 9

Under Target 5a add: Target 05a. Ensure universal coverage of quality healthcare, including the prevention and 
treatment of communicable and non-communicable diseases, sexual and reproductive health, family planning, 
routine immunization, early detection of disabilities and mental health, according the highest priority to primary 
health care

Gabriele Weigt

bezev 
(Disability & 
Development 
Cooperation), 
CBM, 
Bundesvereini
gung 
Lebenshilfe, 
Caritas 
international/
Germany, 
Handicap 
International, 
Interessenvert
retung  
Selbstbestim
mt Leben in 
Deutschland, 
Kindernothilfe, 
Misereor, The 
Johanniter 
International 
Assistance

17-Mar 69 Line 40 Add: Physical access also means accessibility for people with limited mobility, i.e. disability accessible health 
facilities
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17-Mar 71 Line 40 Add after the comma: standards for disability accessible building, as well as standards to withstand…
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17-Mar 87 Line 17
The indicator does not ensure access to safe drinking water sources for all. Accessibility of safe drinking water 
sources as well as access of marginalized groups such as persons with disabilities to safe drinking water 
should be monitored.
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17-Mar 88 Line 14 “Access for all to adequate excreta disposal facilities…”. Accessibility of basic sanitation for all should be 
ensured and monitored.
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17-Mar 91 Line 29 Data should be disaggregated by disability as well.
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17-Mar 93 Line 6 “Disaggregation: By sex and age of head of household and households with persons with disabilities. 
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17-Mar 94 Line 18
The indicator does not ensure access to safe drinking water sources for all. Accessibility of safe drinking water 
sources as well as access of marginalized groups such as persons with disabilities to safe drinking water 
should be monitored.

Gabriele Weigt

bezev 
(Disability & 
Development 
Cooperation), 
CBM, 
Bundesvereini
gung 
Lebenshilfe, 
Caritas 
international/
Germany, 
Handicap 
International, 
Interessenvert
retung  
Selbstbestim
mt Leben in 
Deutschland, 
Kindernothilfe, 
Misereor, The 
Johanniter 
International 
Assistance

17-Mar 95 Line 18 “Access for all to adequate excreta disposal facilities…”. Accessibility of basic sanitation for all should be 
ensured and monitored.
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17-Mar 96 Line 21 “access to reliable public transportation for all”. Access to reliable transportation is crucial for persons with 
disabilities’ access to employment, healthcare, education services and more.
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17-Mar 129 Line 29 Disaggreation needs to take into account that everybody can use ICT (accessible/universal design)

Henk-Jan 
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Peacebuilding 
Support Office

17-Mar overarching

The use of indices should be avoided.  The draft seems to want to include them for various items (e.g. multi-
dimensional poverty index).   A composite index is poorly related to policies, difficult to communicate in terms of 
policy, arbitrary in its results (weights) and makes difficult-to-defend choices about life (e.g. regarding the 
importance of poverty vs health vs education vs food, etc).  

Henk-Jan 
Brinkman

United 
Nations, 
Peacebuilding 
Support Office

17-Mar overarching P.8, line 3: Disaggregation needs to be much further developed (sex, age, region (not only urban/rural), social 
groups, etc).

Henk-Jan 
Brinkman

United 
Nations, 
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Support Office

17-Mar overarching

We should make sure indicators are part of the national accountability process so governments and national 
statistical offices need a stake and a say in it. The MDGs were a great push for the development of national 
statistical capacity, e.g. on maternal mortality (from 0 countries with 2 data points in 2005 to 132 today!) 
Assigning responsibility to UN entities therefore might send the wrong signal. One mistake we made 13 years 
ago is that we did not involve National Statistical Offices enough. 
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17-Mar Indicator 3 Stunting is a result of caloric, protein and micronutrient deficiency.
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17-Mar Indicator 6

Violence and injuries should be framed as universal issues, which has been a clear decision of the OWG.  
Violence and injuries occur everywhere and not just in conflict-affected countries (or any other specific group of 
countries like "highly vulnerable" or "LDCs").  That is a huge mistake.  To make it universal you also could put 
violence and injuries under the health goal. The refugees and IDPs indicator is a reasonable indicator for 
perceptions and reality of fear of violence or prosecution.  Thus the indicator would look at refugees and IDPs 
by country of origin (not host).  

Henk-Jan 
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17-Mar Indicator 8 This is potentially problematic as PBF does no needs assessments or appeals.  Thus, "Percent of UN 
Emergency Appeals and funds for UN Peacebuilding Fund delivered" doesn't make sense.
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17-Mar Indicator 27 Not clear what the indicator would be.  Avoid indicators that have a yes/no answer.

Henk-Jan 
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Support Office

17-Mar Indicator 31 Use Palma ratio not the Gini for inequality.

106



Henk-Jan 
Brinkman

United 
Nations, 
Peacebuilding 
Support Office

17-Mar Indicator 32 Need to include an indicator for violence against children.

Henk-Jan 
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17-Mar Indicator 86 Explicit reference is needed to a framework to protect customary or informal land rights.  Any push (or 
indicator) for (formal) land rights might lead to violations of customary rights.

Henk-Jan 
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United 
Nations, 
Peacebuilding 
Support Office

17-Mar Indicator 87 Avoid indices or expert assessments 

Henk-Jan 
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Peacebuilding 
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17-Mar Indicator 88 Avoid indices or expert assessments

Henk-Jan 
Brinkman
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Nations, 
Peacebuilding 
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17-Mar Indicator 91 It is better to measure corruption based on experience surveys, not perception surveys.  So you ask if they 
paid a bribe (or pay in excess of normal fees) to get a government service (or avoid a police ticket). 

Henk-Jan 
Brinkman

United 
Nations, 
Peacebuilding 
Support Office

17-Mar Indicator 92 This might also become a little bit of a "thicking-the-box" exercise.

Henk-Jan 
Brinkman

United 
Nations, 
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Support Office

17-Mar Indicator 93 One could use: reduce illicit flows by X% by 2030.  

Michael Cichon

International 
Council on 
Social 
Welfare

17-Mar overarching

I think the area of Social protection is seriously underdeveloped in your draft. 

 I am submitting to (see attachment) you a joint statement of by now more than 90 Civil Society Organisations 
and Trade Union Federations demanding a sustainable development Goal on Social Protection Floors. 

Together we are representing globally thousands of national and international organisations and through them 
millions of people who are working for social justice and social development.   
I draw your attention to the annex of the document where we are outlining one universal rights based goal with 
two objectives and three major targets.  We think that rights-based national social protection floors are 
overarching, coherent, comprehensive, feasible, affordable  and  indispensable social policy tools for achieving 
the eradication of poverty and the reduction of inequality and material  insecurity of people by 2030.  

This requires the implementation of the ILO Recommendation No.202, which guarantees universal access to 
income security and health services, within the context of a wide social protection floor strategy, which also 
guarantees universal access to food security, education, water and sanitation.  In June 2012 the ILO 
Recommendation was already accepted unanimously by the member states of the ILO and an equal number 
of national workers and employer delegations. 

multiple 
individuals/orgs

Human Rights 
Defenders 
Alert 

17-Mar overarching

Caste and analogous form of discrimination exists in countries of India, Bangladesh, Japan, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Sri lanka, Yemen,  Senegal, Nigeria and many countries in Africa, and also the UK. It is a system of graded, 
differential treatment to human beings born free with fundamental rights, depending upon which varna ‘strata’ 
of the caste hierarchy one inherits. The Dalits (untouchables)/ Burakumin/ outcastes  as they are called/named 
in several of the countries continue to bear the brunt of this denigrating social order, a casteist world view, for 
centuries now.

In 2005, the erstwhile UN Sub-commission for protection and promotion of Human Rights has appointed two 
Special Rapporteurs for the Elimination of this Practise. Their report is here with attached.

With the neo-liberal policies and economic reforms around the world, marginalization and poverty among the 
Dalits has only escalated with time. Increase in the corporate ownership of market has increased the level of 
competition to even seek jobs to these institutions. The overall inadequacies in the support structure and 
mechanisms to enable the Dalits to share the fruit of development and progress in different spheres have 
further
proved a failure in achieving Sustainable Development among this section of population. GDP alone cannot be 
an indicator of development. Caste based discrimination needs as much upfront recognition in the international 
domain as in the domestic domain. It ia shocking to note that the draft 100 indicators have not mentioned even 
one single place on caste nor on discrimination based on work and descent. (cont.)

multiple 
individuals/orgs

Human Rights 
Defenders 
Alert 

17-Mar overarching

Below are some of the specific inputs on Education, Health, Governance, Financial transparency

- Ensure Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood

The skills for livelihood should be designed to enable entrepreneurship and not just survival oriented. Here, the 
governments should report on their education systems, measures taken, output and outcomes of steps 
adopted in lieu of this goal, again in disaggregated manner, across gender, caste, ethnicity and disability. The 
governments should be made to provide enhanced opportunities, .reservations, under affirmative action. 
Quality education should be the bedrock of any step taken towards universalisation of education. More 
budgetary aid should be provided for.

- Achieve Health and Well being at all Ages
Health indicators need to stress on the reporting of schemes and services for the vulnerable populations, 
based on dis aggregated information, primarily age, caste, gender and disability. (cont.)

107



multiple 
individuals/orgs

Human Rights 
Defenders 
Alert 

17-Mar overarching

Transform Governance and Technologies for Sustainable Development Governance:
Just governance must form the cornerstone of all the SDGs, as a cross cutting theme. But, the term 
Governance also needs to be broken down into simpler sub-indicators under each of the SDGs to make 
governance work towards eradication of inequalities perpetuated by caste discrimination, and not merely 
manifested in public private partnership models. Governance should specifically emphasize on the holistic 
empowerment of caste discriminated (Descent and Work Based Discrimination DWD) communities around the 
world through progressive
 
systemic reforms. The corporate takeover of the natural resources in the pretext of development need to be 
curbed and regulated to enable the traditional communities exercise their community rights over the natural 
resources. The Government and business reporting and transparency should bring in the public domain their 
human resource composition in a disaggregated fashion, broken down in terms of gender, ethnicity and caste.

- Financial Transparency
Special allocations in Budgets for Indigenous, People with Disability, women and youth, aged and People 
discriminated based on Caste, Race, Ethnicity, and Gender

- Climate change adaptation an disaster risk reduction
Under climate change the vulnerable position of marginalized groups should be brought in as they are the first 
one to be affected by natural disasters which are the results of drastic climate change. The element of disaster 
risk reduction, a major initiative across the globe with the environment depletion and climate change patterns 
should be designed.

- Poverty
For tackling poverty among vulnerable groups, should create opportunities and development prospects and not 
just survival schemes-backed with proper funding. (cont.)

multiple 
individuals/orgs

Human Rights 
Defenders 
Alert 

17-Mar overarching

-Indicator 26: (Inclusion of ‘Caste’.)

The current definition of inequality primarily addresses the issues of class inequality rather than any other 
forms of inequality like work- and descent-based discrimination. It is important to evaluate the definition in 
terms of whether it is inclusive enough or not; if not, then the whole process is not democratic in nature. 
Without individual mentioning of caste, gender, disability, etc., no tailor-made recommendations will be 
formulated, and these
issues require such measures. So with utmost urgency these issues must be taken up in such framework. 
Regarding ‘inequality’ the UN should set out specific indicators/directives for the Member States to report on 
their progress on measures adopted to address the issue of inequality. Under such an umbrella framework, the 
issues of caste, descent and work-based discrimination in South Asia, Japan (Burakumin Community), Africa 
and also the issues pertaining to Africans and Asians in particular in the North also need to be carefully and 
individually addressed

-Build affirmative action policies to ensure women from excluded communities get their due space in political 
leadership and governance.

Additional Indicators that country might consider:

Discrimination faced by women from vulnerable community in accessing health service and also access to 
water and sanitation.

Dave Pearson SIL 
International 18-Mar overarching Language and culture play a huge part in both activating communities and, through that activation, enabling 

them to decide their own responses to sustainable development issues. Culture is not mentioned once!

Dave Pearson SIL 
International 18-Mar overarching

There needs to be clearer recognition of the place of indigenous knowledge in achieving sustainability. This 
could be threaded through much of the document/goals/indicators but is particularly obvious for areas such as 
secure ecosystems and managing natural resources.

Dave Pearson SIL 
International 18-Mar 54 8 (instructional and interactive skills of the teacher or caregiver, and an appropriate language of instruction)

Dave Pearson SIL 
International 18-Mar 54 23 Disaggregation: By sex, age and language.

Dave Pearson SIL 
International 18-Mar 56 15 Disaggregation: By sex and language. (to distinguish children whose first language is also the primary 

language of instruction or not)

Dave Pearson SIL 
International 18-Mar 56 41

UNESCO supports mother tongue instruction as a means of improving
educational quality by building upon the knowledge and experience
of the learners and teachers. (ref: UNESCO 2003 position paper on Education in a Multilingual World)

Dave Pearson SIL 
International 18-Mar 61 15 Equal access to public services is not provided when those services are only available in a language that the 

public does not understand.

Dave Pearson SIL 
International 18-Mar 61 36 One limitation is the language used for registration. Is the registration form available in a language that the 

mother understands?

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar overarching

The Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health would like to congratulate the Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network for a comprehensive proposal on indicators for the Sustainable Development 
Goals. The Partnership in particular supports the focus on:
• A health goal that includes targets and indicators around ending preventable mortality, improving service 
coverage and access and reducing prevalence of communicable and non-communicable diseases
• The focus on goals, targets and indicators around critical determinants of health including nutrition, water and 
sanitation, education, gender and energy and the explicit definition of shared targets across these and the 
health sector.

The following comments seek to strengthen certain aspects of the report, particularly around:
• Ensuring alignment between SDSN proposed targets and goals around women’s and children’s health with 
those widely endorsed by the women’s and children’s’ health community
• Promoting a more comprehensive interpretation of and approach to sexual and reproductive health and rights
• Strengthening references to adolescents and newborns  and related indicators to ensure that concerns of 
these critical population are addressed

The Partnership would also like to note that it supports the proposed disaggregation by urban/rural, age and 
sex, and would also recommend where possible and relevant disaggregation by household wealth, geographic 
location and other context specific characteristics of inequality.  It also recommends that the SDSN assess and 
recommend strategies for addressing inequalities such as interim gap reducing targets focusing on addressing 
inequities and related indicators.  
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Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 10 15-17

Goal formulation and indicator selection imply that the realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights 
is attained through a focus on family planning.  Document does not include indicators related to access to 
sexual and reproductive health services and does not address the rights issue. Some solutions could include
·       Consider changing the goal language so that achievement of SRHR is not linked exclusively to the 
reduction of fertility
·       Assess where, across goals and targets, indicators around access to quality sexual and reproductive 
health services and information, age appropriate comprehensive sexuality education, age of marriage, harmful 
traditional practices such as Female Genital Mutilation.  In some instances these have been noted as 
additional indicators for consideration by countries such as percentage of girls married under the age of 18.  

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 12 32-33

Prevention of violence against women to include issues around early marriage and harmful traditional 
practices.  This can be done through the addition of additional indicators on early marriage and FGM.  The 
SDSN report on page 68 highlights early marriage as an additional indicator for consideration by countries.  
This should be made a core indicators.  While the descriptive text supporting the goal on page 67 refers to 
harmful traditional practices, there is no reference to female genital mutilation.  SDSN to consider adding a 
relevant indicator. SDSN to also consider altering the goal language to include girls – i.e. ‘violence against 
women, girls and children’.  This will go some way to addressing the lack of focus on adolescents in the report.

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 13 35

SDSN to consider inclusion of an indicator on impoverishment in addition to out-of-pocket expenditure as per 
recommendation of  WHO and the World Bank.  Additional indicators for country consideration on page 71 
include ‘Number of households falling below the poverty line due to out of pocket heath expenditures annually’.   
Such an indicator could be reflected as a core indicator.  The indicator on impoverishment should align with the 
recommendations of the WHO and World Bank which are forthcoming.  There should also be some 
consideration of the number of people who are already poor who are incurring out-of-pocket payments for 
health care. SDSN to cross link this indicator with goal 1 to end extreme poverty

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 13 38-42

SDSN to consider aligning target on ending preventable mortality with widely endorsed and existing positions 
on maternal, newborn and child health.  Proposed target to be altered to “End preventable deaths by reducing 
child mortality to 25 or fewer deaths per 1000 births, ensuring that countries have a newborn mortality of 9 per 
1000 live births and a maternal mortality ratio of  70 deaths per 100,000 live births …[1]

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 13 38

Consider adding an indicator on stillbirths.  While not included in the MDG monitoring, 2.6 million stillbirths 
occur yearly. The Post 2015 development agenda should monitor stillbirths, particularly intrapartum stillbirths 
(1.1 million of the 2.6 million).  It has important implications for birth spacing and maternal health, as women 
who suffer a stillbirth or neonatal death are much more likely to get pregnant again too soon. 

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 13 34-49
SDSN to consider adding an indicator on early and exclusive breastfeeding given its critical importance for 
maternal and child health and nutrition.  While it is listed as an additional indicator on page 72 it should be 
included as a core indicator

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 13 34-49  SDSN to consider cross referencing indicators on sexual and reproductive health and rights.  These are 
indicators 14-17

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 13 34-49

The Partnership would like to draw the attention of the SDSN on the lack of focus on adolescent health issues.  
The proposal does call for a disaggregation by age of a number of critical health indicators including: total 
fertility rate, contraceptive prevalence rate, unmet need for family planning, maternal mortality, HIV prevalence 
and risky behaviours such as tobacco and alcohol consumption.  The report should however include some 
adolescent specific indicators within the health goal such as adolescent birth (which is an MDG indicator) to 
ensure sufficient attention is placed on the target group.   The SDSN report does include adolescent birth rate 
as an additional indicator for consideration by countries on page 52.  This should be moved to core indicators.  

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 12 26-33

Adolescent health continued - While the paper also proposes important indicators around primary and 
secondary education and integration into the labour force, critical issues such as violence against girls could 
be better captured through indicators on early marriage and the integration of the word ‘girls’ in the target on 
violence against women.  Refer to earlier comment on the same section.  

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 13 34-37
PMNCH welcome inclusion of UHC with focus on strengthening primary health care and the inclusion of 
immunisation.  SDSN to consider adding ‘proportion of births with skilled attendance’ as a coverage indicator of 
particular importance for maternal and newborn health. 

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 13 34-37 While the health section includes indicators on coverage, there are no indicators on quality of care.  Ongoing 
WHO work on this issue should be considered to identify a relevant indicator

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 13 34-49
SDSN to consider the inclusion of indicators that measure health system strength, such as human resources 
for health using the ratio of doctors, nurses and midwives per 10,000 population with the WHO minimum 
threshold of 23

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 20 95 The proposed indicator looks at levels of official development assistance but does not address key issues 
around predictability of financing.  It would be useful to include an indicator on predictability 

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 23 The matrix states under Gender Equality/Health that special attention should be paid to “maternal health” – this 
should be expanded to Sexual and reproductive health and rights

Kadidiatou Toure

Partnership 
for Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health

19-Mar 52 Reference is only made to EmOC – this should be expanded to EmnOC – as facilities that have EmOC usually 
do not have the neonatal care.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar overarching

The SDSN process and framework is a better effort than some of the others existing in this space as it 
recognizes the importance of balancing the tradeoffs between adequate food production and environmental 
protection so high crop yields can be included.
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Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar overarching

The general structure and purpose of the Indicators makes sense and the use of a series of indicators as a 
management tool and as a report card may allow for measureable change if these indicators are:
• Precise – The indicators should be clear and concise to allow for ease of implementation. Moreover the 
reporting from these indicators should be monitored for quality control purposes.
• Relevant – The indicators should be relevant across a wide-range of regions, industries, programs and 
stakeholders and should consider international standards and best management practices. Most important, 
they should be relevant for the people using them.
• Consistent – The indicators should be consistent with government, industry and agency initiatives and 
standards to allow for ease of implementation and to build on resources these groups have already developed.
• Transparent – The methodology behind these indicators should be transparent especially as related to 
qualitative and quantitative reporting of success/failures.
• Accurate – If the indicators are to be used as a report card they need to be an accurate representation for 
measurement of success and the measurement of these indicators should be agreed upon by experts from 
that field.
• Data Availability – The indicators should be cognizant of the types of data that are or could be available to 
measure success.
 
Strategies or underlying methodologies should be considered in the drafting and consultation of the indicators 
addressing the 6 principles noted above

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar overarching The report may wish to consider the interrelationships of some or many of the proposed indicators in that some 

may be beneficial in one indicator category and negative in another.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar overarching

The report should also consider other relevant activities of various economic sectors to formulate their 
respective sustainable development indicators and methodologies as well as voluntary disclosure initiatives 
presently gaining global traction.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 9 Indicat

or 5

Goal 01: End Extreme Poverty Including Hunger
Indicator 5: Population with adequate micronutrient intake
Zinc and selenium could also be important to add as other indicators for this goal.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar

Goals 02: Achieve Development within Planetary Boundaries
Target 2b: Countries report on their contribution to planetary boundaries and incorporate them, together with 
other environmental and social indicators, into expanded GDP measures and national accounts
The fertilizer industry, responsible for a large share of the global cycling of nitrogen and phosphorus, 
acknowledges the concept of a planetary boundary for the inadvertent release of these nutrients into the 
environment. The scale of anthropogenic nutrient cycling, however, that can be accommodated within a safe 
boundary depends on nutrient stewardship and other conservation practices ensuring that inadvertent 
releases are kept to acceptable levels. In the absence of a scientific rationale for a quantitative limit on the 
cycling of N and P, it does not make sense to include a planetary boundary as a target. Targets are by 
definition quantitative and so are Planetary boundaries, even where they have been set by arbitrary means. 
However, setting a target by arbitrary means can lead to costly unproductive efforts that detract from 
achieving targets that have a legitimate basis. The limit imposed by practicality on the number of targets that 
can be included should imply that the planetary boundary target be replaced by a better-grounded, more 
achievable, more practical target. However, if in fact the planetary boundary approach is to be used why 
were only a few of the nine boundaries identified in the Rockstrom paper selected?

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 10 Goal 2

Goal 02: Achieve Development within Planetary Boundaries
When evaluating indicators within the planetary boundary, a fraction of the indicator could assess the self-
sufficiency of the region or country for it’s ability to meet the region or country’s population needs.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 10 Indicator 

12

Goal 02: Achieve Development within Planetary Boundaries Indicator 12: Nitrogen and Phosphorus Fluxes
Although this indicator can be calculated from crop nutrient balances and farm nutrient balances, the 
definition of “excessive” should be allowed to vary regionally, based on current soil levels of nutrients, and 
the sensitivity of relevant watersheds and airsheds. Not all nutrient loss is “excessive.”

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 14 Target 

05c

Goal 05: Achieve Health and Wellbeing at all Ages
As discussed for Goal 1 this indicator could consider access to healthy and nutritious food and could be linked 
to access to community gardens or gardens in schools.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 14 Indicator 

50

Goal 06: Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Prosperity Indicator 50 – Stable Crop Yields
The use of crop yield as a measurement of stable crop yields is over-simplified and should not be used as a 
stand-alone indicator as it doesn’t consider BMPs for sustainable crop production. This includes the use of 
nutrient management practices and other best management practices which consider the sustainability of 
the farming system overtime (i.e. not depleting the soil of its nutrients among other things). Moreover, this 
indicator should have provision for crop failure from pests, weather-related disasters, war, etc.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 14 Indicator 

51

Goal 06: Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Prosperity Indicator 51 – Sustainability of Agriculture
The use of crop nitrogen use efficiency is over-simplified and does not consider other nutrients moreover it 
does not consider that with the right nitrogen management principles high yields can be realized with high 
fertilizer efficiency. The NUE definition focuses on application-to-harvest, while shining a spotlight on nutrient 
loss. Moreover, NUE provides an important metric related to the economic, social and environmental 
performance of a system but by over-use of NUE - a production target focused narrowly on fertilizer 
application to use - the indicator effectively clouds a more complete view of nutrient stewardship across the 
entire food value chain.
NUE does not adequately address environmental factors such as rainfall, the pre-application soil health (i.e., 
soil type, baseline soil testing for nutrient content, other soil metrics), the type of crops planted, the types of 
cropping systems used to support production and efficiency (e.g., ditching, cover crops) and optimal use of 
all resources and inputs. For instance, tracking application rates ratio to harvested crops does not consider 
the full 4Rs (The Right source of fertilizer at the right time, right rate and right place) and plant needs.
Additionally, if NUE is not interpreted correctly it can cause an inaccurate picture of the cropping system. 
Therefore this indicator should be related to allGHG’s and micro-nutrients especially as it relates to 
phosphorus and should be used with other cropping indicators that give the bigger picture of crop 
performance. It should consider balanced crop nutrition (e.g., are micronutrients need?) and optimal use of 
all resources and inputs.
Lastly, including crops only is incomplete; inefficiencies with N are also attributed to the livestock component 
of food production systems, i.e. application of manure on field, excretion of manure by livestock and manure 
storage systems.
However, if in fact NUE is used as an indicator for this goal the units of "%" do not adequately define 
nitrogen use efficiency. Instead this should be an output/input ratio for crops, and that monitoring of crop 
nitrogen content is important as the protein content of some cereal crops has declined over time.
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Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 14 Indicator 

52

Goal 06: Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Prosperity Indicator 52 – Water Productivity
Water-use efficiency can improve as much as two-fold by simply supplying essential nutrients in the proper 
balance. The promise of this indicator is that global analysis of data on new water consumption and crop 
production will facilitate learning among systems that are geographically and culturally dispersed. The 
extensive variability in crop water productivity with climatic zones indicates that there are many non-climate 
related drivers of low crop water productivity, and these can potentially be manage. For example, studies 
show that nitrogen and phosphorus limitation restrict yields. Water productivity could be increased by 
increasing yields via improved soil nutrient conditions.

Moreover, to protect water quality, care should be taken to use the right nutrient source, at the right rate, at 
the right time, in the right place (4R Nutrient Stewardship). In measuring productivity as “crop per drop,” we 
should not lose sight of the economic value of agricultural production per unit of water, the nutritional value of 
agricultural production per unit of water and the caloric value of agricultural production per unit of water.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 14 Indicator 

53

Goal 06: Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Prosperity Indicator 53 – Food Loss
This indicator should be clarified a bit further for instance is food lost during the growing cycle, at harvest, in  
post-harvest storage before it arrives in consumer homes, and/or in consumers’ homes tracked under this 
indicator? Well-fertilized crops produce more yields from the same area, releasing fragile or forested lands 
for other more important uses, such as wildlife habitat and other ecosystem services. A bundled view of 
ecosystem services would enable farmers to understand how their land and water activities interact within 
the landscape. Integrated policies must be based on scientific understanding of the ecosystem to address 
land-user objectives and trade-offs.

Yet, the other side of the land-use-coin is the loss of the finest agricultural lands to development. Each year, 
removal of productive and arable land to other uses results in prime farmlands falling to development at a 
rate that outpaces actual population growth.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 15 Indicator 

55

Goal 06: Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Prosperity Indicator 55 – Degradation of Agricultural 
Land
We commend the inclusion of “loss of soil nutrients” among the criteria for determination of degraded land 
(page 85). The maintenance of optimum levels of nutrients in soils is essential for resilient farming systems 
however this indicator should consider not only annual change in degraded or desertified land but also loss 
of soil nutrients which could be improved through ensuring soil cover, proper fertilization (i.e. 4R Nutrient 
Stewardship), rotation and irrigation practices.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 15 Target 6c

Goal 06: Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Prosperity Target 6c: Ensure universal access in 
rural areas to basic resources and
infrastructure services (land, water, sanitation, modern energy, transport, mobile and broadband 
communication, agricultural inputs, and advisory services).
Target 06c includes agricultural inputs, which is commendable. Lacking, however, is specific mention of 
accessibility to markets for agricultural products. Farmers will not be able to pay for agricultural inputs if they 
can't sell their outputs. Add to this an indicator of access to markets at which they can receive a fair price for 
their outputs.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 15 Indicator 

62

Goal 06: Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Prosperity Indicator 62 – Rural Infrastructure and 
Services
This is a great indicator to include as the percentage of public extension workers continues to decline in 
many areas. However, further research should be done to determine:
·    What a potential goal for agricultural extension and related services by region/industry should be.
·    What satisfies extension workers’ “minimum level” of education, training? I.e. extension programs can 
vary greatly between workers and a more granular approach that considers the types of extension services 
offered could be a better indicator for this goal. Lastly, this indicator should consider the ratio of acreage to 
agriculture extension workers as well as the ratio of farms to agricultural extension workers. With such a 
wide-range in size of cropping systems around the world this could provide a more accurate depiction.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 16 Target 7c

Goal 07: Empower Inclusive, Productive and Resilient Cities
An indicator that could be used for Target 7c should be percent change in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
or change in GHG emission intensity.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 17 Indicator 

72

Goal 08: Curb Human-induced Climate Change and Sustainable Energy Indicator 72: Access to Energy
This indicator could also consider reporting on type and distribution of the energy source (I.e. sustainable 
energy supply).

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 17 Indicator 

74
Goal 08: Curb Human-induced Climate Change and Sustainable Energy Indicator 74: GHG Emissions
This indicator should be reported on an intensity basis by production source and consumption.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 18 77

Goal 08: Curb Human-induced Climate Change and Sustainable Energy Indicator 77: GHG Emissions from 
Land Use Change
With between 6 and 17 percent of GHG production attributed to clearing forests for agriculture, intensification 
of production on current land can halt additional emissions. As crop yields increase with appropriate plant 
nutrition, more biomass is produced, resulting in the buildup of organic soil carbon. Holding it within the soil 
and increased yields prevents release as CO2 to the atmosphere. If not for the agricultural productivity 
increases over the centuries, GHG would be even higher than today.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 19 Indicator 

84

Goal 09: Secure Ecosystem Services and Biodiversity, and Ensure Good Management of Water, Oceans, 
Forests and Natural Resources Indicator 84: Transboundary River-shed Management
Water security and food security are interrelated and unskilled attempts to increase food security can 
compromise water security. It is necessary to address root causes, which relate to mismanagement of 
resources, inappropriate policies, weak governance and insufficient collaboration among major actors. Good 
governance should have in place administrative, economic, social and political structures that enable 
sustainable and equitable growth and a sustainable environment. Shared responsibility, however, should not 
lead to diminished accountability.

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 19 85

Goal 09: Secure Ecosystem Services and Biodiversity, and Ensure Good Management of Water, Oceans, 
Forests and Natural Resources Indicator 84: Water Resource Management
See Indicator 52 notes.
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Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar 47 Indicator 

12

Goal 02: Achieve Development within Planetary Boundaries Indicator 12: Nitrogen and Phosphorus Fluxes
If excessive loss of nitrogen and phosphorus is only related to fertilizers as described in the rationale and 
definition then the table should reflect this as it’s confusing when only these indicators are used to Achieve 
Development within Planetary Boundaries.

Moreover for both nitrogen and phosphorus, the Rockstrom paper acknowledges that the boundary position 
is highly uncertain:
“Our proposed boundaries are rough, first estimates only, surrounded by large uncertainties and knowledge 
gaps.”
“P: (1) Limited knowledge on ecosystem responses; (2) High probability of threshold but timing is very 
uncertain; (3) Boundary position highly uncertain.
N: (1) Some ecosystem responses known; (2) Acts as a slow variable, existence of global thresholds 
unknown; (3) Boundary position highly uncertain.”1

The paper goes on to state that a lot of research sill needs to be completed in order to enable a more 
informed boundary determination. Understanding the limitation of these planetary boundaries how can we 
justify using them for this framework?

Lara Moody The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) 19-Mar Goals 9, 10 

Based on our experience a significant level of engagement for both industry and investments has been 
achieved by voluntary disclosure initiatives as well as implementing various Responsible Investment criteria of 
the Equator Principles above and beyond regulatory requirements. Various economic sectors have/or are 
developing industry based criteria and guidelines to adhere to sustainable development goals. UNSDSN may 
consider these activities as providing acceptable criteria and methodologies that may formulate management 
and reporting tools.

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar overarching

"The International Fertilizer Industry Association (IFA) , an association representing the global fertilizer industry, 
would like to share comments on indicators that relate, directly or indirectly, to nitrogen (N) and phosphorus 
(P).

Two indicators refer specifically to N and/or P: Indicator 12 (excessive loss of reactive nitrogen [and 
phosphorus] to the environment) and Indicator 51 (crop nitrogen use efficiency). These two indicators are 
discussed in this contribution.

Quantitative targets and indicators are useful to monitor progress towards agreed goals, but they need to be 
clearly defined, scientifically-based and measurable if they are to be meaningful.

Nitrogen use efficiency (NUE) is often suggested as a nutrient management performance indicator. While NUE 
is an important measure of the economic and environmental performance of agricultural systems, it is not a 
sufficient indicator in itself as it does not give an idea of systems’ overall performance, and should only be used 
in combination with other types of indicators pertaining to productivity and soil fertility, among others. Moreover, 
there are different ways of expressing NUE, and data availability and reliability is often not sufficient to correctly 
assess actual NUE. The results of NUE measurement must also be interpreted with care, taking into account 
site- and cropping system-specific conditions. (cont.)

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar overarching

The main way of reducing nutrient losses without impacting productivity and soil fertility is the effective and 
efficient application of plant nutrients. In this connection, IFA and its members promote nutrient stewardship, 
i.e. the careful and responsible planning and management of plant nutrients in a manner that improves social, 
economic and environmental performance of mineral and organic fertilizers through site-and crop-specific 
implementation of scientific management principles related to source, rate, timing and placement. The main 
challenge for improving the way fertilizers are managed is transferring knowledge to hundreds of million 
farmers worldwide. With the deterioration of many public extension services over the last decades, there is a 
great need to improve outreach to farmers around the world, especially to smallholders. Outreach to farmers 
can be measured in different ways, such as the number extension workers and/or agri-input dealers providing 
advice on nutrient stewardship practices to farmers, the number of farmers reached by nutrient stewardship 
programmes, or the agricultural area covered by nutrient stewardship programmes. While being more specific, 
this would partly relate to Indicator 62 (share of farmers covered by agricultural extension or equivalent 
programs - indicator to be developed). It is IFA’s opinion that an indicator of outreach to farmers specifically 
referring to nutrient stewardship could be a good alternative to the proposed crop NUE indicator.

IFA shares the concern about nutrient losses impacting the environment, and the goal of improving nutrient use 
efficiency in general, and nitrogen use efficiency in particular. But it is important to address the issue in a 
holistic fashion, taking into account other elements of nutrient management performance, including indicators 
of effectiveness reflecting productivity and soil fertility. We believe that more consultations are required to 
arrive at meaningful and practical NUE targets. With a view towards a longer and more focused examination of 
NUE and other nutrient performance targets, we offer the more detailed comments below. In the meantime, it is 
important to press ahead with targets focusing quite specifically on outreach to farmers.

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 5--8

Comments on the introduction in relation to nutrient management indicators
According to the authors, data for Core Indicators should be reliable, widely available with good coverage, and 
have short lag times for data collection and processing. Comments below discuss to what extent this would be 
feasible for indicators 12 and 51.

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 6 Lines 1-3

Timely availability of data
The authors suggest that the agencies responsible for gathering the data for monitoring the indicators are 
expected to release data in April of the following year. Crop statistics by FAO and N fertilizer consumption 
statistics by FAO and IFA could be used for monitoring crop N use efficiency. As far as fertilizer statistics are 
concerned, they are released about a year after the end of the campaign. For instance, IFA will release its 
2012/13 consumption statistics* in the middle of 2014. In the beginning of March 2014, FAO had not yet 
released its 2012 fertilizer data. Meeting the proposed SDG monitoring timeframe without undermining fertilizer 
consumption data quality would be very challenging for both organizations.

(*) In West Europe, North America and South Asia, which represent all together half of world fertilizer demand, 
fertilizer consumption statistics are issued on a ‘fertilizer year’ basis. The starting month varies depending on 
the countries, e.g. April in India and July in the US. For the rest of the world, demand statistics are processed 
on a calendar year basis.

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 6 Lines 29-32

Availability of sub-national data
The authors recommend that data “should be collected and reported sub-nationally”. As far as fertilizer 
consumption statistics are concerned, a very few countries publish sub-national statistics, e.g. by province. We 
are not aware of consumption statistics by watershed or agro-ecosystem. Collecting sub-national N fertilizer 
consumption statistics seems hardly achievable at this point in time.
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Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 6 Lines 38-39

Availability/quality of data on N inputs and outputs
The authors recommend that indicators “should provide relevant and robust measures of progress towards the 
targets”. The crop N use efficiency target is expected to take into account all N inputs. N fertilizer consumption 
statistics are robust in developed countries and some developing countries, but there are still a number of 
countries where their reliability shall be improved. Statistics for the other N inputs are often unavailable or little 
reliable, especially for livestock manure, as well as for biological N fixation, crop residues, wastewater 
recycling, atmospheric deposition, etc. On the output side, data on N concentration in harvested products 
would need to be updated and regionalized. Efforts should be launched to develop a database on non-fertilizer 
inputs (manure, biological N fixation…) and to update and regionalize N removal rates of harvested products; 
FAO would be the logical organization to lead this exercise.

Relating crop statistics and fertilizer consumption statistics
Crop production statistics and fertilizer statistics are processed using different reference years: marketing 
years for crops, and fertilizer years or calendar years for fertilizer use, with different starting months depending 
on the countries. Crossing these two sets of statistics for analytical purposes is not straightforward. It would 
have to be discussed on a country-by-country basis.

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 6 Lines 40-41

Indicator interpretation and need for additional data
The authors state that indicators “should be clear and straightforward to interpret“. The crop N use efficiency 
indicator is definitively not straightforward to interpret. To be properly interpreted, it must be part of a set of 
complementary indicators, especially of productivity indicators. The crop yield gap indicator (indicator 50) is a 
good complement, provided it is compared for the same crops, which requires disaggregating N fertilizer use 
by crop. However, robust statistics on N fertilizer use by crop don’t exist. Data on fertilizer use by crop currently 
published by IFA are estimates. There would be a need for further breakdown and validation of IFA’s estimates 
of fertilizer use by crop. Indicators 52, 54, 55 and 77 are also useful complementary indicators for interpreting 
the crop N use efficiency indicator. An additional indicator reflecting soil organic matter may be worth 
considering.

Basis for international comparison
The authors claim that indicators “should provide a basis for international comparison”. This is not the case for 
the crop N use efficiency indicator because of the diversity of farming systems. To be comparable, it should be 
disaggregated by crop or cropping system. Currently available data don’t make it possible. Furthermore, the 
main interest of a crop N use efficiency indicator is to monitor trends, not to assess actual values or to compare 
countries.

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 7 Lines 1-3

Data sources
The authors recommend that indicators “should be constructed from well-established data sources”. This is the 
case for the IFA dataset on N fertilizer consumption. IFA’s fertilizer consumption statistics are publicly available. 
In contrast, no database exists for the other N inputs, especially for manure N production and recycling and 
biological N fixation by crops. Similarly, for N [and P] losses to the environment, we are not aware of relevant 
databases by UNEP or other international organizations.

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 7 Lines 8-10

Lead organization(s)
The authors suggest that indicators “should have a designated lead international organization or organizations 
to be responsible for timely, high-quality national reporting of the indicator”. On the N fertilizer side, IFA would 
be willing to play this role in cooperation with FAO. IFA attempts to continuously improve the quality and 
coverage of its data. Furthermore, its consumption data are publicly available. However, the current calendars 
for the release of IFA and FAO fertilizer statistics don’t match the proposed timeframe for the SDG indicators. 
Meeting the SDG timeframe would be very challenging, at least for IFA.

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 14 Indicator 50 IFA has does not collect data on yield gap. FAO should be the only lead agency for this indicator.

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 14 Indicator 51

IFA has an extensive statistical programme on fertilizer consumption and is willing to partner with FAO in 
monitoring this indicator.
IFA stands for International Fertilizer Industry Association (Please add “Industry” to the full name).

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 47-48 Indicator 12

Indicator 12: [Excessive loss of reactive nitrogen [and phosphorus] to the environment (kg/ha) – indicator to be 
developed]
Target 2b and Indicator 12 rightly acknowledge that:
§  Today’s scientific understanding of the N and P cycles is not robust enough for setting quantitative planetary 
boundaries for N and P, and proposing quantitative objectives for reducing countries’ contributions to planetary 
boundaries;
§  Boundaries that have been proposed in the past may need to be revised;
§  This indicator is difficult to measure;
§  There are areas with too little and others with too much N and P;
§  There are different sources of nutrients in the environment: agriculture (fertilizers and biological nitrogen 
fixation), livestock, fuel combustion and other activities;
§  Local and site-specific measures of nutrient use efficiency and other indicators are needed to improve 
nutrient management.
This proposed indicator is based on the concept of ‘planetary boundaries’ developed by Rockström et al. in 
2009. Validity of the concept is debated within academic circles. For instance, in their paper published in 2013, 
de Vries et al. identify the main criticisms relative to the boundary concept:
§  The boundaries are based on limits derived for conditions characterizing the Holocene, which are 
considered as not particularly suited to today’s human welfare;
§  There are probably no global threshold for most of the boundaries due to spatial variability in impacts; a 
planetary boundary would then consist of aggregated regional boundaries;
§  Relevance of the boundaries is questioned from a governance perspective.
Furthermore, Rockström et al. acknowledge themselves that their proposed thresholds for the N and P 
boundaries were ‘rough, first estimates only, surrounded by large uncertainties and knowledge gaps’. Setting 
SDG indicators on the ground of arbitrarily set planetary boundary thresholds is highly questionable, and it may 
lead to unjustified, expensive and unproductive efforts.
Disaggregating this indicator may be challenging as its measurement at the country level proves already 
difficult.
We are not aware of UNEP or any other organization maintaining any global database on N and/or P losses to 
the environment.
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Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 82 Lines 21-23 It would difficult to disaggregate all the indicators under Goal 6 according to gender. It seems easier to achieve 
for indicators under Target 6c than under Targets 6a and 6b.

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 82-83 Indicator 50

Indicator 50: Crop yield gap (actual yield as % of attainable yield)

This is an excellent complement of indicator 51. Comparing indicators 51 and 50 would require disaggregating 
N fertilizer consumption by crops of highest priority for individual countries. Emphasis should be put on cereals, 
which account for about 55% of world N fertilizer consumption.

IFA should not be listed as potential lead agency for this indicator.

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 83 Indicator 51

Indicator 51: Crop nitrogen use efficiency (%)

The authors recommend measuring that indicator as the ratio of N in harvested crop products to the amount of 
N applied per cropping season or year. In IFA’s view, it is the best way to measure N use efficiency, at least in 
cropping systems, because it is relatively actionable and scalable from the farm to the global level and data on 
fertilizer consumption and crop production are usually available. The proposal does not refer specifically to 
fertilizer N applied; therefore, it is assumed that the indicator would take into account the other N sources, 
especially livestock manure and biological N fixation. Efforts should be launched to develop a database on non-
fertilizer inputs (manure, biological N fixation…) and to update and regionalize N removal rates of harvested 
products; FAO would be the logical organization to lead this exercise.

It would be useful to discriminate between crop production and livestock production systems to monitor 
progress in these two farming sectors with completely different use efficiency levels.

It is rightly acknowledged that N use efficiency should not be seen as a stand-alone indicator, and that N 
management should be optimized so that high yields can be achieved with high fertilizer efficiency. The 
authors emphasize that interpretation and targets are context-specific, primarily depending on yield, current N 
use, soil quality, etc. This is an essential aspect. Indicators 50 (crop yield gap), 52 (crop water productivity), 54 
(annual change in forest area and land under cultivation), 55 (annual change in degraded or desertified arable 
land) and 77 ( GHG emissions in the agriculture, forest and other land use (AFOLU) sector by gas and land 
use category) create this essential link between N use efficiency and productivity (in terms of yield per unit 
area and per unit water), land use change, soil fertility and greenhouse gas emissions. An indicator of soil 
fertility (e.g. soil organic matter content) would have been a useful addition. (cont.)

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 83 Indicator 51

Defining countries with “low” N use efficiency, for which a [30%] increase in NUE is suggested, may be 
sensitive and challenging. In order to avoid this debate, a relative reduction of the “N use efficiency gap” may 
be an alternative worth considering. The gap would be site- and cropping system-specific.

The need to address situations of underuse is recognized through the call for halting and reversing nutrient 
depletion. A quantitative objective should be set for situations of underuse similarly to countries with low use 
efficiency. Referring to an “improvement” of N use efficiency rather than to an “increase” would convey the 
message that sustainable N management would require N use efficiency to decline in areas of soil mining.

Given these uncertainties, IFA is of the opinion that setting quantitative NUE targets today may be premature 
as such targets run the risk of being meaningless. SDSN would do well instead to call for a multi-stakeholder 
effort to undertake a scientifically driven consultation to setting NUE targets and indicators, their measurement, 
and needed complementary targets and indicators.

Disaggregating this indicator spatially and by farming system would be desirable but the required data is 
usually not available, or it is estimated based on expert knowledge. Bid Data may change the prospects in the 
medium term.

IFA is willing to partner with FAO in monitoring this indicator. IFA stands for International Fertilizer Industry 
Association (add “Industry” to the name).

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 83 Indicator 52

Indicator 52: [Crop water productivity (tons of harvested product per unit irrigation water) – indicator to be 
developed]

This is also an important indicator in relation to crop N use efficiency because N use can influence water 
productivity. Crop productivity should be considered both per unit area and per unit water.

The International Water Management Institute (IWMI) could also be considered as a potential lead agency.

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 85 Indicator 54

Indicator 54: Annual change in forest area and land under cultivation

This is another essential complementary indicator of crop N use efficiency because fertilizer use mitigates land 
use changes and related impacts in terms of greenhouse gas emissions and biodiversity loss.

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 85-86 Indicator 55

Indicator 55: Annual change in degraded or desertified arable land (% or ha)

This indicator is also a good complement of crop N use efficiency as it addresses soil mining. Together with 
indicators 50, 52 and 54, it will help interpreting the N use efficiency indicator.

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 90 Indicator 62

Indicator 62: Share of farmers covered by agricultural extension or equivalent programs (indicator to be 
developed)

This is an essential indicator for understanding the ability of transferring knowledge to the farmers. It is critical 
for improving nutrient use efficiency, especially in smallholder farming systems

Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 106 Indicator 77

Indicator 77: GHG emissions in the agriculture, forest and other land use (AFOLU) sector by gas and land use 
category (tCO2e)

This is another important indicator that could complement crop N use efficiency. As far as emissions from 
agricultural land are concerned, they should be expressed on a per tonne of produce basis because data on 
per unit land may lead to misleading conclusions.
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Patrick Heffer

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)

19-Mar 129-130 Indicators 
99 and 100

Goal 10: Transform governance and technologies for sustainable development

These two indicators illustrate R&D and extension investments and, indirectly, outreach to farmers. Since 
improving crop N use efficiency and reducing nutrient losses to the environment are very knowledge intensive, 
these indicators complement indicators 12 and 51.

Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar overarching

The opportunity to comment on this comprehensive and well-written report is appreciated. Overall, this effort 
appears to be geared toward the development of up-to-date, actionable, and relevant indicators that can be 
useful for decision-making. Its guidelines for limiting the number of indicators of indicators and maximizing their 
relevance are to be commended.

Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar overarching

The report seems to pay insufficient attention to the development of markets for agricultural products. Isn’t the 
lack of access to efficient markets one of the primary limiting factors for the development of agriculture in the 
developing world? Yet this report mentions the term “market” almost exclusively for labor. An indicator to track 
success in expanding smallholder farmers’ access to markets is sorely missing. Suggestions below are given 
to include such an indicator under Target 06c and indicator #59.

Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar overarching

Planetary boundaries target. The fertilizer industry, responsible for a large share of the global cycling of 
nitrogen and phosphorus, acknowledges the concept of a planetary boundary for the inadvertent release of 
these nutrients into the environment, but would suggest at this time the concept is in its early stages of 
development, and is perhaps more theoretical than proven. Furthermore, the concept is controversial and 
subject to criticism, making it difficult to be included as an SDSN goal and target. The scale of anthropogenic 
nutrient cycling that can be accommodated within a safe boundary depends on nutrient stewardship practices 
ensuring that inadvertent releases are kept to acceptable levels. In the absence of a scientific rationale for a 
quantitative limit on the cycling of N and P, it does not make sense to include a planetary boundary as a target. 
Targets are by definition quantitative. [Page 31, Annex 1: “In comparison to the goals, targets need to be more 
specific and should include – where possible – quantitative measures.”] Planetary boundaries are also, by 
definition, quantitative, even where they have been set by arbitrary means. Setting a target by arbitrary means 
can lead to costly unproductive efforts that detract from achieving targets that have a legitimate basis. The limit 
imposed by practicality on the number of targets that can be included should imply that the planetary boundary 
target be replaced by a better-grounded, more achievable, more practical target. Further suggestions are 
provided below specific to indicator #12.

Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar 9 5

Consider adding selenium to the list of essential micronutrients. The recent IFA/IPNI publication, Fertilizing 
Crops to Improve Human Health, in the 4th chapter, highlights the success of a past program of agronomic 
biofortification using fertilizers to enhance the selenium content of foods in Finland, and notes the possibility for 
similar improvements in sub-Saharan Africa and other parts of the world.

Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar 10 12

The planetary boundaries target is fraught with internal contradictions. How can a target for a planetary 
boundary not be quantitative at the global level? The intent of targets is to be quantitative; if it cannot, then the 
target should be removed from the list. Many of the impacts associated with the global N and P cycles are 
covered by other indicators, including 74 and 77 (GHG emissions) and 79 (Ocean health index) and 80 
(Biodiversity).

The Rockstrom et al. paper (2009) identified nine boundaries. If this concept is to be included, what is the 
rationale for selecting only a few of the nine?

For both N and P, the Rockstrom paper acknowledges that the boundary position is highly uncertain: 
“Our proposed boundaries are rough, first estimates only, surrounded by large uncertainties and knowledge 
gaps.”
 “P: (1) Limited knowledge on ecosystem responses; (2) High probability of
threshold but timing is very uncertain; (3) Boundary position highly uncertain.
N: (1) Some ecosystem responses known; (2) Acts as a slow variable, existence of global thresholds unknown; 
(3) Boundary position highly uncertain.”
The description of the rationale for the proposed boundary for N includes nothing more than this: “We suggest 
that the boundary initially be set at approximately 25% of its current value, or to about 35 Mt N yr-1. We 
emphasize that this is a first guess only. Much more research and synthesis of information is required to 
enable a more informed boundary to be determined.”  Criticisms and revised boundaries for N were put forth 
by de Vries et al. (2013), but more scientific evaluation and support is warranted before planetary boundaries 
should be suggested as a target, even though the discussion on pg 47 says that the target does not endorse 
quantitative boundaries at the global level or propose quantitative objectives for reducing countries’ 
contributions.
An indicator of excessive loss of reactive nitrogen and phosphorus, however, can be justified on the basis of 
impacts on local watersheds and airsheds. While this indicator can be calculated from crop nutrient balances 
and farm nutrient balances, the definition of “excessive” should be allowed to vary regionally, based on current 
soil levels of nutrients, and the sensitivity of relevant watersheds and airsheds. Not all nutrient loss is 
“excessive.”

Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar 14 Target 06a states “food production systems” yet the indicators listed relate only to crops, with no consideration 
of the important role of livestock and poultry in providing nutritious food. 

Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar 14
Target 06a indicates “supporting nutritious diets” but none of the indicators listed deal with the nutritional 
quality of food produced. Recommend that an indicator of nutritional quality of food, including protein content, 
be added.

Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar 14 51

Crop nitrogen use efficiency is linked to the issue of “sustainability of agriculture” – sustainability is the aim of 
the entire set of indicators, and should not be attributed to one single measure related to the crop component 
of food production systems. Sense can only be made of an efficiency indicator if that nutrient is the one most 
limiting production. In some cases other nutrients such as phosphorus, potassium, sulphur, or any of the other 
essential nutrients can be limiting. The issue should be specified as “crop nitrogen use efficiency” – it can be 
agreed that it is important enough to justify an indicator – and the indicator should be specied in more 
measurable form, such as “ratio of nitrogen in inputs to nitrogen in outputs.” This ratio should be calculated 
separately for crop production and for livestock production, to enable sector-based identification of progress. A 
nutrient use efficiency indicator for livestock production should include the pasture/grazing system as well. An 
important aspect of the calculation of these nitrogen use efficiencies is that the actual nitrogen (protein) 
concentration of foods produced should be monitored, since there is a tendency over time for this important 
nutritional constituent to decline in concentration, particularly as efforts continue to improve nitrogen use 
efficiency.
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Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar 14 51

The crop nitrogen use efficiency metric to be used needs to be adequately defined. The timescale suggested 
(annual) may see large annual fluctuations possibly because crop yield varies more especially in rainfed 
systems than fertilizer use, so including trends will be very important.
The efficiency metric used should be accompanied by system productivity indicators such as #50 (crop yield 
gap) and #52 (crop water productivity), since trade-offs exist between single-input efficiencies and total factor 
productivity. 

Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar 14 52

Since water scarcity varies with regions around the globe, the weight (or degree of importance) assigned to the 
indicator of crop water productivity should also vary regionally. This productivity figure only relates to irrigation 
water and crops produced with supplementary irrigation. Not all crops are fully irrigated so some proportion of 
the productivity is a function of rainfall. Therefore, there may be a need to consider fractions derived from 
different water sources where diversion of the resource can result in different environmental impact. For 
example, water from rainfall collected in dams, water from aquifers (and different types of aquifers) or water 
that is recycled.

Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar 15 59

Target 06c includes agricultural inputs, which is commendable. Notably absent, however, is the existence of an 
efficient market for the outputs from farms (with the exception of a small mention on page 88). Farmers will not 
be able to pay for agricultural inputs if they can’t sell their outputs. Indicator 59, access to roads, is not 
particularly meaningful unless the road leads to an accessible market. Replacing or supplementing the “access 
to roads” indicator with an “access to markets” indicator is recommended; alternatively, access to markets 
could receive more emphasis in indicator 61 (page 89).  

Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar 47 Report emphasizes that the current scientific understanding of regional and global N cycles is not robust 
enough to set quantitative planetary boundaries for N and P.

Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar 85 54
Fairness to countries with large existing forest areas is an issue. Also, with climate change, some regions may 
become more suitable for crops and others less so, and redistribution of land between forests, wetlands and 
agriculture may be desirable. Therefore, the targets for the indicator should be regionally specific.

Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar 55 We commend the inclusion of “loss of soil nutrients” among the criteria for determination of degraded land. The 
maintenance of optimum levels of nutrients in soils is essential for resiliency in farming systems.

Tom Bruulsema 
and other IPNI 
scientists

International 
Plant Nutrition 
Institute (IPNI)

19-Mar overarching

Water quality index for biodiversity has been proposed and has been monitored as a measure of water quality 
for freshwater ecosystems and is part of the Biodiversity Indicators Partnership 
(http://www.bipindicators.net/wqib). Could this metric be used as part of the assessment as it is proposed as an 
environmental indicator including N and P as well as other water quality measurements. The use of a nutrient 
use efficiency indicator only seems to make sense if the nature of the losses has some particular (maybe 
adverse) consequence. Losses of N and P may be better represented through an index of water quality rather 
than some loss per unit of land area – as the intensity of loss only becomes significant if the area where the 
loss occurs is large enough to impact watersheds. In these efficiency indicators, it is the impact of the loss that 
is more important than the loss itself.

Flavio Gonzaga 
Nunes FIABCI 20-Mar overarching

FIABCI, the International Real Estate Federation a world wide association of real estate professionals, 
engaged in the recent sustainability assessment improvements, supports the United Nations Global Compact 
Cities Programme, the urban component of UN Global Compact the world's largest corporate responsibility 
initiative. The Ad Hoc partnership agreement between FIABCI and UNGCCP was signed to broadcast and 
endeavor to apply UNGCCP Circles of Sustainability with the opportunity to improve sustainability assessment 
in cities.

Therefore, FIABCI followed the initiative of UN SDSN and its "Action Agenda for Sustainable Development" 
with the recently released preliminary draft for public consultation of UNSDSN "indicators for sustainable 
development goals, a report by the leadership council of UN SDSN".
FIABCI responds to the consultation within the frame of reference of 2015 Millennium Development Goals, 
contributing to the improvement of indicators according to its extensive experience and expertise in the built 
environment sector, promoting the harmonization and convergence of methodologies to assess sustainability.

The suggested list of  indicators is a relevant and detailed contribution to attach units  of measures and 
quantitative studies to the evaluation, benchmarking a remarkable improvement from the sustainability 
qualitative description to quantitative assessment.
Instead in a broader perspective, FIABCI reports a marginal consideration of the built environment (cont.)

Flavio Gonzaga 
Nunes FIABCI 20-Mar overarching

The outcome resolution of Rio+20 recognize and reaffirm the role energy efficiency in the built environment, 
given the figures reporting the building sector using 40% of global energy.
The sustainability of the built environment should be integrated assessing it not only in terms of energy 
intensity and CO2 emissions, but in a broader sense of aware use of resources and materials, users comfort, 
settlement organization, land management and buildings management, maintenance and operation.

FIABCI is aware of the role that the built environment and building themselves play to achieve more 
sustainable cities and societies, and it is committed to rise the awareness on the key topics.
FIABCI suggest the consultation of the UNECE note "Greening real estate market, an analysis of green 
building certification systems" to focus some of the key indicators and challenges that address sustainability in 
buildings.

FIABCI, supporting UNGCCP, wishes to be engaged in the process of methodologies harmonization toward a 
replicable and homogeneous assessment of sustainability.

Pedro Flores 
Tenorio

La Trobe 
University 20-Mar overarching

I think that it is very important to identify the quantity expended by developed countries in the
Alleviation of the poverty and sustainable development. If you consider not to include it, I think that it is a big 
mistake. Financial quantities used to build capabilities in sustainable development, addressing  climate change 
adaptation in developing countries would be a clear message of commitment of rich countries in show 
leadership and understanding of the environmental global problems. And, also would show some  answer 
about their responsibility in the creation of the problem.
If the quantities invested in conservation of biodiversity and climate change in developing countries is not 
presented, the reduction of such quantities will not be analysed and addressed and the proactive countries will 
be penalized by the free-riding of the rich countries that would like to growth with out borders, as it no global 
environmental problems happens.
If this information is provided, it would help also to promote that developing countries show how much do they 
are investing in maintaining the ecosystem services provision.
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Pedro Flores 
Tenorio

La Trobe 
University 20-Mar

Goal N0.9, 
Indicators 
No.80, 81, 

82

I think that presence in  IUCN list is not enough good indicator. You could have for example, level of production 
of non-timber forest products that require a good healthy environment . Also, products measured from the 
conservation in natural protected areas.

Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar overarching

We suggest that it is important to add the new target as the category of the indigenous peoples on every goal. 
The reason is that  the most countries do not recognize the indigenous peoples in their public program  
When this category is not imply in this new agenda of post-2015, it will be the same with the Millennium 
Development Goal which we do not see the specific program about the indigenous peoples.   It is very 
important to specify this category as the women, children because the indigenous peoples are very and more 
vulnerable in the world.

GOAL 01: End Extreme Poverty including Hunger /target,  indigenous peoples as vulnerable category 
  GOAL 02: Achieve Development within Planetary Boundaries /target,  indigenous peoples as vulnerable 
category
  GOAL 03: Ensure Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood/target,  indigenous 
peoples as vulnerable category
  GOAL 04: Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion, and Human Rights/target,  indigenous peoples as 
vulnerable category
  GOAL 05: Achieve Health and Wellbeing at all Ages/target,  indigenous peoples as vulnerable category
  GOAL 06: Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Prosperity/target,  indigenous peoples as vulnerable 
category
  GOAL 07: Empower Inclusive, Productive and Resilient Cities/target,  indigenous peoples as vulnerable 
category
  GOAL 08: Curb human induced climate change and ensure sustainable energy/target,  indigenous peoples 
as vulnerable category
  GOAL 09: Secure Ecosystem Services and Biodiversity, and Ensure Good Management of Water, Oceans, 
Forests and Natural Resources/target,  indigenous peoples as vulnerable category
GOAL 10: Transform Governance and Technologies for Sustainable Development/target,  indigenous peoples 
as vulnerable category

Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar 63 Indicator 29 We can add this indicator: ratification and implementation of the ILO Convention 169 on indigenous peoples.

Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar 62 Indicator 28

In this indicator, it is important to add the indigenous peoples within this one. Because the minorities and the 
indigenous peoples are different.

We can say:
Proportion of seats held by women, minorities and the indigenous peoples in national parliament  and/or sub-
national elected office according to their respective share of the  population (revised MDG Indicator) 

Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar 62 Indicator 27
We add the new indicator: The international community, the United Nations agencies and others donors 
support with the funds to the indigenous peoples organization to carry out the follow up of the implementation 
of the recommendations adopted by the United Nations human rights council during their session.

Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar 61 Indicator 26 A new indicator: The percentage of the indigenous peoples’ children under age 5 is registered with a civil 
authority without fees.

Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar 57 Indicator 22 We add a new indicator: The secondary completion rates for indigenous people’s girls and boys.

Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar 56 Indicator 21 New indicators: The indigenous peoples’ girls and boys ‘skills must be improved in literacy, mathematics by the 
end of the primary, secondary   school and university.

Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar 55 Indicator 20 New indicator: The percentage of the indigenous peoples boys and girls have to be increased in the knowledge 
of the primary, secondary, university school for their sustainable development.  

Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar 38-39 Indicator 3, 
5

We add the indicator about the indigenous peoples : all indigenous peoples eat 3 twice per day and have a 
decent housing, an access to the care of the health to improve their health  

Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar 53 Indicator 18
We add an other indicator about the children of the indigenous peoples :
Proportion of the indigenous peoples’ children receiving at least one year of a quality pre-primary education 
program.

Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar 54 Indicator 19
The same for the indigenous peoples, it is necessary to add the indicator about it:

Early Children of the Indigenous Peoples Development Index (ECIPDI)
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Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar 59 Indicator 24 The percentage of young peoples of the indigenous population must be increased in education, training and 
employment 

Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar 65 Indicator 30 New indicator: All household of the indigenous peoples must be in the same proportion of the more 50%’s 
income as the others components of the society

Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar 67 Indicator 32 New indicator: Reducing the rate of the indigenous peoples women subjected to sexual violence and to human 
rights violation

Sindizera Severin

l’Intégration et 
le 
Développeme
nt Durable au 
Burundi-AIDB 

20-Mar 69 Indicator 34 Increasing the percentage of the indigenous peoples to access to the basic primary health services.

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar overarching

We applaud the inclusion of a greater range of indicators for health, wellbeing, education, and gender equality, 
social inclusion and human rights. We also support the comment that data should be disaggregated by sex 
where relevant. However, recent work by a range of UN organizations and civil society indicates that sex-
disaggregated data is relevant and accessible in indicator areas which are not marked for sex disaggregation 
in the February 14 draft report.

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar overarching

FAO, UNDP, World Bank and others have noted that the access of women to agricultural and productive 
inputs, technology, water management, and services in rural areas is much lower than men’s and a critical 
development gap (FAO, 2011; UNDP, 2012; World Bank, 2012). FAO has stated that equalizing access to 
productive resources for female farmers – fertilizers, extension, technology and credit – could increase 
agricultural output in developing countries by 2.5 to 4%, and result in 10 to 150 million fewer hungry people 
globally (FAO, 2011). To inform policy and programming that ensures sustainable development, it is critical to 
collect and use sex-disaggregated data. 

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar overarching

Many of the suggested indicators disaggregated by household should include disaggregation by sex of 
household head. UN Women has noted that the United Nations regards the collection of statistics and 
indicators on female‐headed households as an important aspect in poverty alleviation and the achievement of 
Millennium Development Goals. Statistical evidence makes evident a series of disparities in access between 
female-headed and other households to infrastructure, clean water, energy, transportation and other services.

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar overarching

Data research by organizations such as Women in Global Science and Technology (WISAT) and the 
Organization for Women in Science for the Developing World, the International Food Policy Research Institute, 
the International Water Management Institute and others indicate that sex-disaggregated is collected in these 
sectors in many countries.

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar 36 Indicator 2

Proportion of population in extreme multidimensional poverty. We fully support disaggregation of this indicator 
by sex, in view of the sub-indicators listed, several of which are already accepted as needing sex-
disaggregation. See the indicator comments below for comments on the indicators relating to sanitation, water, 
cooking and electricity.

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar 45 Indicator 10

Share of informal employment in total employment. In most regions, women tend to be self-employed in 
greater numbers than men while non-agricultural employment is less of an option for women in the rural areas 
of most regions.  Women in Africa are more likely than men to be self-employed and in the agricultural sector. 
Moreover, this sector tends to be overlooked in national statistics (FAO, IFAD and ILO, 2010).

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar 63 Indicator 29 Ratification and implementation of key ILO labor standards and compliance in law and practice. We support 
the suggested additional indicators.

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar 88 Indicator 60

Mobile broadband subscriptions per 100 inhabitants in rural areas. In general, there is a gender gap in access 
to and control of ICT – particularly internet and mobiles. Even where women have fairly high levels of access to 
ICT – as is in the case of mobile phones – their levels of ownership and control are lower. The GSMA 
mWomen programme, the Cherie Blair Foundation, and Intel have pulled together evidence that indicates that 
the gender digital divide continues to exist – at 33% in South Asia, 43% in sub-Saharan Africa, 29% in Europe 
and Central Asia, and 34% in the Middle East and North Africa  (GSMA Development Fund and Cherie Blair 
Foundation for Women, 2010; GSMA mWomen Programme, 2012; Intel, 2012).  Statistical evidence of 
disparities between female‐headed households and other households could lead to policy and programmes 
that facilitate female‐households’ access to ICT, also likely increasing the access and usage by girl children. 
This addition could elucidate possible differences between female‐ headed households and other households 
in terms of access to Internet access, including broadband.

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar 89 Indicator 61
Access to drying, storage, and processing facilities -- indicator to be developed.
In most regions, women play a dominant role in post-harvest processing (FAO, 2011). Access to these facilities 
by women determines income, nutrition and wellbeing of households in the developing world

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar 90 Indicator 62

Share of farmers covered by agricultural extension or equivalent programs – indicator to be developed. While 
sex-disaggregated statistics have not been collected on the reach of extension services to female farmers, 
research by USAID, FAO, IFPRI and others indicates that existing extension outreach strategies do not reach 
female farmers effectively. The most recent data available, collected in the late 80s, indicates that only 5 
percent of all extension resources were directed at women and only 15 percent of extension personnel were 
female  (FAO, 1993; Manfre, 2013).

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar 95 Indicator 58

Percentage of urban population using basic sanitation (modified MDG indicator)
Women and girls collect most of the water used by households for food preparation, household hygiene, care 
of the sick, cleaning, washing and waste disposal (UN Women, 2012). They are therefore more at risk of water-
borne diseases. Girls are often taken out of school for reasons of unsafe or inadequate sanitation facilities.  
Related indicators include Percentage of schools with adequate sanitation and percentage of schools with 
separate and adequate facilities for boys and girls. Data source: UNICEF house surveys.

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar 96 Indicator 67

Proportion of urban households with access to reliable public transportation. Due to lower levels of access to 
resources and lower income levels, socio-cultural and religious barriers to freedom of movement and threats to 
their security, women have less access to transportation and experience more barriers to travel. Transportation 
is not simply about mobility and infrastructure, but also about socio-cultural roles and responsibilities that 
impede the development of women and girls. Its availability affects the ability of women and children to access 
health services, educational facilities and employment, as well as participate in decision-making forums, and 
take their goods to market (UNCTAD, 2011).
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Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar 101 Indicator 71

Share of the population with access to modern cooking solutions (%)
Research shows that health issues related to biomass cookstoves are greater for girls than boys after the age 
of five, and continue to increase for females throughout their lives, a product of living and working in air 
polluted by cookstove emissions. Issues for women include health (respiratory infections, cancer, blindness), 
time in fetching fuelwood and managing the stove; less time for income-generating activities (see Smith, 2012; 
and Energy –www.energia.org).

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar 101 Indicator 72

Share of the population with access to reliable electricity (%)
Women's productive activities tend to be less supported by efficient energy sources than those of men. A 
broader definition of household energy is needed to take into account the energy needs of informal sector 
enterprises which are generally managed by women and located in the household. They include bakeries, 
guest houses, restaurants / tea shops, and food processing and preparation. In some districts of Bangladesh, 
rice parboiling uses up to 15-20% of available firewood (UNDP, 2000). In Thailand and Vietnam, agro-based 
industries use primarily fuelwood and other biofuels for crop drying, tobacco curing, and preparation of animal 
feeds.

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar 118 Indicator 86

Access to land in rural areas index. Women in the developing world are less likely to own or operate land; they 
are less likely to have access to rented land, and the land they do have access to is often of poorer quality and 
in smaller plots. Improving women’s access to land and security of tenure has direct impacts on farm 
productivity, and can also have far-reaching implications for improving household welfare. Strengthening land 
ownership by women in Nepal, for example, is linked with better health outcomes for children (FAO, 2011).

Sophia Huyer GenderInSITE 20-Mar 129 Indicator 
100

Researchers and technicians in R&D (per million people). Indicator 25, Tertiary enrollment rates for girls and 
boys includes the note that it should be disaggregated by sex to track women in science, mathematics, 
engineering, sciences and technology. Indicator 100 should be disaggregated for a related reason – to 
measure the retention of women and girls in these sectors, including access to employment once educated. 
Recent comparative data analysis on 5 developing countries – Brazil, India, Indonesia, South Africa and South 
Korea – found that the participation of women in the STEM workforce dropped an average of 30 points from 
their enrollment in these sectors (see the National Assessments on Gender and STI, 
http://www.wisat.org/national-assessments/). This represents a huge loss in investment and human capacity 
for a country.

Charlotte Hanlon

Addis Ababa 
University, 
King’s College 
London 

21-Mar 13 37 I very much worry about the absence of ‘treatment for mental disorder’ from the indicator. See below for further 
explanation.

Charlotte Hanlon

Addis Ababa 
University, 
King’s College 
London 

21-Mar 71 1

I am concerned about the use of the terms ‘prevention and promotion’ in the indicator without explicitly stating 
that this includes treatment. This is indicated in the fuller definition but I would worry that governments would 
think they just need to run an awareness-raising campaign about mental health rather than a need to scale-up 
access to mental health care for those who are suffering from mental disorders.

Conceptually, also, mental health is not just the absence of mental disorder. It may be beyond what is possible 
and feasible.

I would strongly support an outcomes-related indicator such as number of people per 1000 receiving treatment 
for mental disorders.

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar overarching

Main value added of this work => I like very much that some indicators (e.g. education, health) now consider 
also quality not only quantity => it is not only important literacy rate or life expectancy, but also their actual 
effectiveness (e.g. indicators 21, 23, 40). Possibly overcoming one main drawback from MDGs: even once a 
region has achieved a target, this has not ensured an actual satisfactory improvement in wellbeing (what can 
be actually labelled as sustainable?). Very good overview of available and recent literature.

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar overarching

The economic pillar plays a very marginal role but it is crucial for both developing and developed countries => 
For instance, in European Union the “Public Debt” is now working as a main constraint for economic 
development potential (fiscal compact leading to cut many public services due sometimes to inherent 
inefficiency of the public system)

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar overarching
To ease the reading of ANNEX 2, I would suggest the following => for each goal: 1 initial page with synthesis 
(e.g. excerpt from table 2 with goal, target, indicator), then followed by 1 factsheet for each indicator (given the 
similar structure that is fine) => the overall report would result longer but much easier to visualize and read.

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar overarching In Table 2, add internal hyperlinks to direct each indicator to their own long description in the report.

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar overarching Additional indicators sometimes too detailed (even though on voluntarily basis). They may require a huge effort 
on information collection, possibly leading to a justification to delay the monitoring activities required by SDGs

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar overarching Highlight distinction between behavioral indicators (results of human activity to possibly cope with policies) and 
policy indicators (results of policy implementation of dummy policy present/absent).

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar overarching It is important to know/predict current and future distance-to-target (and if the latter generates within “no policy” 
or “policy” scenarios)

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar overarching

I would suggest to not being so negative with respect to composite indicators (lines 30-35 p. 28; FAQ n.  12 p. 
134). I agree about the “integrated thinking” and I have in mind the lesson from Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi 
Commission on the difficulty to aggregate different things. But for a number of reasons I would be more careful 
in being against composite indices:
ð  Space-dimension: achieving good performance in all indicators can be extremely costly or even impossible 
given limited resources. Therefore, composite indices can help policymakers to choose the lowest-regret 
alternatives. And highlight potential trade-offs otherwise disregarded.
ð  Time-dimension: there is a relevance on which priority a country achieve first. In the very debated 
Environmental Kuznets Curve literature, there is some evidence that once a country gets economic security 
and comfort, then people start claiming for higher social and environmental quality even though all agree that 
the ideal should be to aim achieving all goals simultaneously (since can be too late recovering from 
environmental deterioration due to increased industrialization)

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar overarching GOAL 02 => As a proxy of concrete sustainable development, can be one indicator based on revised 
measures of GDP such as “genuine savings”?
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Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar overarching TARGET 04b => I suggest to introduce some measure about how much progressive/regressive is the fiscal 
system (can be either cause or solution of the inequalities assessed by indicators 30-31)

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar overarching GOAL 06 => title mentions also use of energy but not clear which indicator considers it

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar overarching GOAL 10 => Missing information about the efficiency of fiscal system (how and which share of money paid by 
private citizens are given back to them in forms of efficient public expenditure)

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 38 L17 How do you define “reference population”? (e.g. G8 or G20 or OECD countries may not be a good proxy 
because height also depends on latitude; maybe a share of high-income population in the country?)  

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 39 5 To be merged with indicator 46 (quite redundant)

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 44 ss. 9, 10, 11 Actually I cannot see any constraints from “planetary boundaries” across the overall Target 2a (so Target 2a 
does not fit Goal 2)

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 56-57 20-23 Are 20 and 22 redundant, since 21 and 23 are more general and include them? Also, the additional indicator at 
p. 58 is a further specification of indicator 23.

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 59 L24 I would not specify in “comments and limitations” this as an issue for “low-income and lower middle-income 
countries”. It also makes sense for high-income countries, especially for those still suffering from financial crisis

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 67 33 Difficult to measure as it requires a qualitative judgment of country-specific legislation

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 79 47-48 No indicators on drug? (Maybe as an additional indicator)

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 82 50

·     How define benchmark (land and water productivity dependent and therefore varying by location)?
·     How define “Highest priority for a country” (dietary gaps, connection with O1b n. 5)?
·     What about international trade? One country may prefer to produce only some crops and import others 
(no dietary gaps but more economically efficient)
My suggestion => It may be referred to a basket of representative crops rather than “by crops”.

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 84 53
(Maybe as an additional indicator) Should we also consider implicit losses for inputs of production? That is, not 
only how much food is wasted but the energy and water employed uselessly (because food produced but will 
never be used) 

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 86 56
Not sure that it is a good idea to take together climatic and non-climatic, can be misleading (consider the 
difference between disaster risk management – vulnerability due to wrong management of territory due for 
instance to illegal building – and adaptation measures – more explicitly related to climatic drivers). 

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 90 62

One important indicator missing to raise rural prosperity is the share of income left to farmers at the very first 
stage of the agricultural chain (wrt wholesaler, retailers), also in developed countries, also useful in order to 
discourage the rural-urban exodus and protect rural environment. I would suggest replacing current indicator 
62 (policy-based) with the one I am proposing (policy requiring?)

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 92 64 How define “Urban sustainable development strategy”? (energy plan, transport plan, green areas 
infrastructures, waste management plan)

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 95 66 Indicator focuses on waste collection, should also be the case to prioritize management options (incineration is 
not “one size fits all” solution, and should be ensured that endowed with energy recovery)

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 114 L2-3

This additional indicator does not have a specific complement on “fish” in the standard indicators for section 9a 
- indicator 79 very comprehensive – possibly because it is difficult to manage fisheries at country level (while it 
exists for section 9b that is internationally relevant). Possibly, include one social-environmental indicator for fish 
exploitation at country level?

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 117 L30-31 How abundance is measured (invasive compared to all species? to domestic species?)

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 121 L21-23
Not sure that complying with indicator 87 and 88 actually ensures common and shared knowledge (and 
transparency). Why do not use this additional indicator as general criteria? => One indicator replacing 87 and 
88.

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 123 L40 Also minimum threshold related to number of workers (firms operating in manufacture sector in very poor (low-
salary) countries with unsustainable working conditions?

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 127 96-97
I would suggest to not focus on the amount of transferred money but on their effectiveness (how many firms, 
how many jobs, how many schools and hospitals and so on) => final aim is not increasing finance over time 
but make poor countries independent from aid and capable to self-develop.

Eboli Fabio

FEEM – 
Fondazione 
Eni Enrico 
Mattei

21-Mar 130 99 I would suggest inverting indicator 99 and additional indicator at p. 130. The latter should be referred as basic 
indicator and the former left as voluntary
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Informal 
comments from 
the Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar overarching

The amount and number of indicators is massive.  There is a real risk we will need to spend more time in 
measuring results than achieving results.  Measuring these results will require more funding, more capacity 
from developing countries.  Is the UN up to the task?  Acquiring correct data is crucial a) for making an 
accurate diagnosis and b) to measure results.  Across the UN system, on any given time, you can find different 
data on any given country.  Does this data drought take into account the capacities and realities of developing 
countries?  Do we manage to address country specific situations?  With clearer information (and ONE country 
plan), fragmentation and duplication of aid can be reduced.  If you want to have an indicator for everything, you 
have no strategy anymore. 
More attention should be given to setting the right priorities: which goals and targets would actually guarantee 
the most significant advances. 
A data revolution takes time and money, one should focus on what exists and from there indicate what’s really 
missing. Specialized Agencies already give technical cooperation to gather key data for some subjects to many 
countries in need of this support and it would be inefficient to act as if this is non-existent. 

Informal 
comments from 
the Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar overarching

The SDSN report identifies 10 different goals that encompass the three dimensions of sustainable 
development: economic, social and ecological dimension. However, we would like to see these three 
dimensions being integrated in each goal. For example, goal 3 (education) could have a target that 
environmental education is part of the school curricula. Another example, goal 5 (health): minimizing effects of 
air pollution or chemicals & waste on health could be a target under goal 5.

Informal 
comments from 
the Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar overarching

We do have a substantive remark on the interpretation that has been given to the concept of decent work in 
the document.  Decent work is reduced to labor market participation/employment and part of an income related 
agenda.  However, Decent Work is an internationally agreed concept that consists of 4 pillars (creating jobs, 
guarantee rights at work, extending social protection and promoting social dialogue) and is anchored in a rights 
based approach.  One could conceive Decent Work as a Goal with a number of possible target areas and 
indicators.  These can be, i.a. based on the current MDGs (MDG 1.5, 1.6, 1.7), as well as on ratification of ILO 
conventions etc  …

Informal 
comments from 
the Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar overarching

Within this framework it is particularly important to address the issue of social protection (as a stand-alone 
goal, or as a target within decent work).  We think the issue of social protection is not well addressed within the 
draft SDSN-report.  In fact, the report only addresses the WHO UHC mechanism within the health goal.  Which 
is very valid, but the concept of social protection should be broader.  This has been recognized by several key 
actors, including the high level panel and the open working group.  Social protection is an excellent tool to 
tackle inequalities and provide more equal opportunities.  It is therefore an important instrument in the fight 
against poverty and to ensure a socially sustainable and inclusive economy.  

The social protection floors as developed by ILO and internationally recognized in ILO Recommendation 202 
provides an interesting mechanism to address social protection. Following this Recommendation priority 
should be given to the establishment of social protection floors in all countries. As these floors are to be set at 
national level this ensures relevance for all countries. In a second phase (or for countries with a more 
developed social protection system) it is foreseen to seek higher levels of protection as soon as possible to as 
many people as possible, again taking into account the national economic and fiscal capacities. 
 
This could be reflected through a specific target/goal on social protection floors:                Possible Target 
Areas -- Extending social protection floors
Possible Indicators --
• Share of population with access to essential healthcare (indicator repeated from health goal) 
• Share of older people receiving pension
• Share of people without employment due to disabilities receiving pension 
• Share of poor families with children receiving cash transfers and family support
• Share of people without employment receiving income support
• Share of people without employment due to sickness receiving income support
• Share of people without employment due to maternity receiving income support
• Share of poor receiving adequate income support

Informal 
comments from 
the Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar overarching

There is however a multifold of possible indicators which all have advantages and disadvantages.  Some other 
examples of social protection indicators: 

Subject -- Targets -- Indicators
Social Protection / Vertical dimension -- By 2030 all people with contributory capacity enjoy higher levels of 
social protection that were determined in a national dialogue (inclusion of social partners). -- Indicators from 
under social protection floor  / + Public spending indicators (% of GDP)
Social protection / Vertical dimension -- By 2030 x% of [employees/total population/total active population: 
options of convention 102] should have, in addition to benefiting from a social protection floor, an adequate 
coverage against at least 3 of the 9 social security contingencies of Convention 102 fulfilling the conditions 
therein. -- Specific indicators in the framework of Convention 102 (easiest: number of Countries that have 
ratified Convention 102 + for how many contingencies)

Informal 
comments from 
the Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar overarching

Furthermore, there are a number of other subjects, targets and indicators that can be linked to the issue of 
social protection.   A number of them can be reflected in the post 2015 framework:

Subject -- Targets --  Indicators
Poverty/Efficiency of social protection -- Poverty Reduction: Reduce by two-thirds the share of people living in 
absolute poverty and double the share of national consumption of the poorest quintile --  Proportion of 
population below $1,25 (PPP) per day
   Share of poorest quintile in national consumption
Resilience building -- Cover x% of people who are poor and vulnerable (including for natural disasters) with 
social protection systems  -- Tbd
   
Social Protection / Education -- Ensure that, by 2030, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to 
complete a full course of secondary schooling -- Net enrolment ratio in secondary education
Social Protection/basis living standards -- Reduce by two-thirds, by 2030, the proportion of people without 
access to safe drinking water -- Proportion of population using an improved drinking water source
Social Protection/basis living standards -- Halve, by 2030, the proportion of people without access to basic 
sanitation  -- Proportion of population using an improved sanitation facility
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21-Mar overarching

In order to establish a post-2015 agenda that is as efficient as possible it will be necessary to look as much as 
possible to existing indicators that are already available for many countries. With regards to social protection it 
could be useful to take a look at the “Report on the workshop
“Mapping existing international social protection statistics and indicators that would contribute to the monitoring 
of social protection extension through social protection floors” which gives a good overlook of what exists. 
(http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---soc_sec/documents/publication/wcms_218848.pdf) 

Informal 
comments from 
the Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar 9 Target 01b
End hunger and achieve food security, appropriate nutrition, and zero child stunting
Good goal, good indicators, bad target . The zero target is not very useful, as it will never be attained. We want 
the goals to become operational, and irrealistic targets are by definition not operational. 

Informal 
comments from 
the Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar 10 Target 02a

Each country reaches at least the next income level and promotes decent work
a) The issue of the “income level” should be part of a general target related to tackle inequalities. However, it 
can also be used as such in the decent work field. Disaggregating data by income quintiles would give a better 
view of (income) inequalities and would allow to track progress more efficiently. Moreover, an alternative 
indicator to the Gini coefficient to measure income inequality is the ratio of Palma (2011): ratio of the proportion 
of revenues from 10% richest of the population compared to the poorest 40%. In an egalitarian society, this 
ratio is equal to or less than 1 (10% of the highest do not receive more than the poorest 40%). An indicator 
could be :  halving the ratio of Palma in 2030 compared to 2010 levels and drastically reduce the overall ratio 
of Palma, that reaches currently 32. 
b) Employment and Decent Work for All could be a stand alone sustainable development goal, in any case, it 
has to be recognized as a priority.  The concept of “Decent Work” is well defined and internationally agreed 
upon; it consists of 4 pillars (Employment, Social Dialogue, Social Protection and International Principles and 
Rights at Work); it can be measured through numerous ways (ratification of ILO conventions, child labor 
statistics, youth employment statistics, informal sector statistics, Statutory minimum wage above national and 
international poverty lines, Percentage of the workforce covered by minimum wage legislation, Convergence of 
productivity and wage increases, Trade union density).  If we decide to use the concept of decent work as a 
goal, as a target etc, we will have to revert to its widely accepted form.

Informal 
comments from 
the Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar Target 02b. Only 4 of 10 planetary boundaries are included. Freshwater, biodiversity, climate, chemicals, ocean 
acidification and land use should also be addressed while  mentioning planetary boundaries.
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the Belgian 
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Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar 10 Target 02c
This target is politically unacceptable; it has to be reformulated.  Again, there is a body of internationally agreed 
goals and targets that relate to SRHR.  These are outlined in box 16 and 17.  We propose to stick to the MDG 
indicators as they stand.

Informal 
comments from 
the Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar 11 Goal 03 Good goal, good indicators, however the target seems unrealistic.

Informal 
comments from 
the Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar 12 Target 04b

Inequalities
The indicator used is the Gini coefficient.  Has any consideration been given to the use of the Palma indicator 
(ratio of national income shares: top 10% to bottom 40%)?  The discussion was held i.a. at the regional 
consultation on post 2015 UNDP organized in Istanbul in November 2013.

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/aboutkings/worldwide/initiatives/global/intdev/people/Sumner/Cobham-Sumner-
15March2013.pdf

http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/Blogs/Inequality-debate/Palma-vs-Gini-measuring-post-2015-inequality
Informal 
comments from 
the Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar Goal 05 Environmental component (avoid chemical pollution, management of chemical waste, air quality)  to achieve 
health is essential
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comments from 
the Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar Target 06b Indicator 54: UNFF is an important actor
Indicator 55: UNCCD is an important actor
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the Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

Belgian 
Development 
Cooperation

21-Mar Target 09a Indicator 81: CBD is an important actor

Gianluca Breghi Fondazione 
Achille Sclavo 24-Mar 74 Line 6

Under “Key issues to measure for the target”:
I believe that in this section we should introduce the objectives stated by the Great Convergence 2035 as the 
cover the reduction in preventable infectious maternal and child deaths as a SDG after 2035

Gianluca Breghi Fondazione 
Achille Sclavo 24-Mar 76 Indicator 44

Increase in life expectancy in developed countries has been due also to vaccinations in older age groups and 
at-risk groups (i.e. pneumococcus and flu vaccinations) and can be further increased through the use of 
vaccines against non-communicable diseases (diabetes, cancer, neurodegenerative diseases)

Jennifer Rigg, 
Rebecca Olson

1,000 Days 
Partnership 24-Mar overarching

The 1,000 Days Partnership thanks you for this comprehensive and integrated framework of indicators for the 
goals and targets to be including in the Post-2015 Development Agenda. We applaud the inclusion of targets 
and indicators that speak to the importance of good nutrition as the post-2015 development agenda is a crucial 
next step for creating sustainable development and addressing malnutrition in all of its forms. However, we 
recommend a few changes for consideration.  

Jennifer Rigg, 
Rebecca Olson

1,000 Days 
Partnership 24-Mar 9 3

1)     Change “appropriate nutrition” to “optimal nutrition”
2)     The inclusion of a stunting indicator in the post-2015 development agenda is essential as it is seen as 
the new gold standard for chronic undernutrition/underweight. We suggest that stunting rates for children 
under 2 and age 5 should be reported, given the differences in measurement (recumbent length for under 2s 
and height for age 3-5) and the differences in physiological implications (the much lower reversibility of 
function after age 2). Moreover, we agree with the aim to “get to zero” and recommend for a statistical 
indicator and targets; reduce stunting for children under five, with a particular focus on children under two, to 
less than 5%, as these are human yardsticks for poverty alleviation.
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Jennifer Rigg, 
Rebecca Olson

1,000 Days 
Partnership 24-Mar 9 5

Of the indicators of micronutrient malnutrition/deficiencies for vitamin A, iodine, and iron, as established by 
WHO, anemia is the most common global nutrition problem. Suggested indicators include:
o   Prevalence of anemia among pregnant women
§  Proportion of women of reproductive age with hemoglobin concentration of less than 110 g/L
o   Proportion of children 6-23 months who have access to an adequate nutrient-rich diet as measured by 
children's minimum adequate diet. 
o   Prevalence of anemia among children under 5 years of age
§  Proportion of children under 5 with hemoglobin concentration of less than 110 g/L

Jennifer Rigg, 
Rebecca Olson

1,000 Days 
Partnership 24-Mar 13 38

Disaggregate neonatal, infant, and under-five mortality rates by cause, including:
·       End childhood deaths from wasting.
·       End childhood deaths from low birth weight

Jennifer Rigg, 
Rebecca Olson

1,000 Days 
Partnership 24-Mar 14 45

§  Percent of population overweight or obese (WHO)—
·       Disaggregate this indicator by age (adults  and children under 5)

Jennifer Rigg, 
Rebecca Olson

1,000 Days 
Partnership 24-Mar 14 53

§  Share of agricultural produce loss and food waste (FAO)
·       Change the target to: Zero food waste and loss so it is in line with the Secretary General’s Zero Hunger 
Challenge

Martin Prince

Centre for 
Global Mental 
Health, King’s 
College 
London

24-Mar overarching

I searched, but failed to find any mention of the world’s rapidly growing population of older adults. Indeed, the 
only peripheral reference seems to be an acknowledgement that it is population ageing that is driving the 
epidemic of chronic disease, followed by an assertion that it is therefore important to monitor ‘premature 
mortality’ among those aged 30-69! There is no doubt that this document is grossly ageist in its frequent 
references to children, women of reproductive age, people of working age etc accompanied by a total neglect 
of the interests of older adults. This discrimination would rightly be considered to be completely unacceptable if 
it was applied to gender, world region, ethnicity etc. Older people are already greatly disadvantaged with 
respect to, inter alia, equitable access to age-appropriate health care, income security and social protection, 
and these disadvantages are generally most prominent in less developed countries. Many of the challenges 
identified in the report (e.g. Urbanisation and climate change) have a disproportionate impact on older people. 
Some of the changes advocated (for example rapid decreases in fertility) may have an adverse impact on older 
age groups. 
Global population ageing is, arguably the largest single challenge to sustainable development, particularly 
development that supports and maintains intergenerational reciprocity, and the right of older adults to live a 
dignified life, in optimal health and with reasonable security. 
There may, hopefully, still be time for these gross deficiencies to be corrected?

Martin Prince

Centre for 
Global Mental 
Health, King’s 
College 
London

24-Mar 71 37

It seems perverse to choose this particular indicator from the WHO Mental Health Action Plan (existence of 
mental health promotion or prevention programs) since this does not relate directly or (arguably) indirectly with 
the relevant goal, which is to increase the coverage of evidence-based mental health treatment and care for 
e.g. depressive disorder. Assessment of the treatment gap for mental health conditions is tricky, but by no 
means impossible and methods are currently being developed for programs evaluating scaling up of 
community mental health treatment plans, e.g. the UK DFID funded PRIME research programme consortium 
http://www.prime.uct.ac.za/
This approach might actually work best if it was orientated to the treatment gap for serious mental illness, 
where the current degree of neglect is most insupportable given the available evidence for (cost) effectiveness 
of therapeutic interventions. There may also be merit in monitoring suicide rate as a more direct assessment of 
the effectiveness of mental health promotion and prevention activities

Rudi Kurz Pforzheim 
University 24-Mar pp 53

Goal 3 on learning should be extended to Higher Education. Learning goals (especially of Business Schools) 
should include sustainable development in order to make the next generation of leaders a more aware and 
responsible one. It should be referred to the UN Principles for Responsible Management Education (PRME).

Rudi Kurz Pforzheim 
University 24-Mar pp 122

Goal 10 focuses on technology only. However, transformation for sustainable development is a social process 
and therefore social innovation is (more) important. Technology, eco-efficiency etc. alone will not be sufficient. 
To change the output of the science system, R&D policy has to be changed.

Saroj Jayasinghe
University of 
Colombo, Sri 
Lanka 

24-Mar overarching

Goal 04: The goal is confined to violence against women and other groups. There is no mention of wars and 
inter-state conflicts that generate violence at a global level. Indicator 27 which requires adherence to UN’s 
Human Rights mechanisms alone is inadequate as it does not prevent inter-state wars. I consider this an 
important omission. This is argued in papers published in Global Health Promotion 2014 March 18 Abstract 
accessible at:  http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24642595

Saroj Jayasinghe
University of 
Colombo, Sri 
Lanka 

24-Mar 62 Indicator 27

The extent of engagements with UN’s Human Rights mechanisms alone is inadequate as it does not capture 
the devastations caused by inter-state wars.  An overarching goal to propel the globe towards peace is 
therefore an absolute necessity. Therefore we must include other indicators of covert and overt aggression by 
states: e.g. number of armed bases outside the state’s territory; number of troops deployed in foreign soil; 
number of inter-state conflicts each state is involved in (e.g. supply of resources, armaments,  troops); active 
nuclear warheads etc.  Please see    http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24642595
A petition to gather support from global civil society is already available:
http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/include-end-all-wars-by-2030-as-a-post-2015-global-development-goal-
of-the-united-nations

Stefan Pasti

Community 
Peacebuilding 
and Cultural 
Sustainability 
(CPCS) 

24-Mar overarching

A.  Suggested Indicator:  Establish time-intensive Community Visioning Initiatives (prepared for with well 
thought out preliminary surveys and supported by many Neighborhood Learning Centers) so that they are as 
much of an indicator of participatory democracy systems as general elections are now

Introduction

For what goal?  I have a different, more holistic approach towards resolving the challenges of our times.  While 
realizing that the challenges are complex, and that there are advantages to dividing the challenges up into 
separate sectors, I see the challenges more as an outcome of a dysfunctional set of premises in the very 
foundation of contemporary world views.  Thus, the indicators I am suggesting are efforts to measure 
approaches which can help us re-examine our basic premises.  Community Visioning Initiatives would do this 
by posing basic questions like “what are the most difficult challenges of our times?”, and “what are your 
suggestions for solutions which would be most effective at resolving those challenges?”—and by encouraging 
maximum citizen participation in a most comprehensive collaborative problem solving process.

What are Community Visioning Initiatives?  My best introduction to Community Visioning Initiatives, which 
includes commentary on the need for Community Visioning Initiatives, and their potential as a collaborative 
problem solving and citizen peacebuilding process, is “The Tipping Point Action Campaign:  Maximizing Citizen 
Participation in Accelerating Solution-Oriented Activity” (6 pages; accessible at http://cpcsc.info/press-kit/, see 
“Primary Outreach Documents” section)  {Note:  that document  references the 13 minute documentary 
“Chattanooga:  A City with a Vision” which includes many interviews and how-to details, and which is an 
important supplementary resource.) (cont.)

123



Stefan Pasti

Community 
Peacebuilding 
and Cultural 
Sustainability 
(CPCS) 

24-Mar overarching

Why do we need Community Visioning Initiatives as much as we need general elections?  Here are 7 points, 
with commentary, as a response to that question.

1)  Problem solving on a scale most of us have never known before means there is a lot of work to do.  We 
need to exponentially increase the number of actively engaged citizens.

Consider:

“’The new reality,’ says Brown, ‘is that the world is only one poor harvest away from chaos.  It is time to 
redefine security.  The principal threats to our future are no longer armed aggression but instead climate 
change, population growth, water shortages, spreading hunger, and failing states. What we now need is a 
mobilization to reverse these trends on the scale and urgency of the U.S. mobilization for World War II.’”  
(“World on the Edge”—Lester R. Brown; January, 2011)

“Achieving such a deep transformation of the energy, industrial, and agricultural systems over the next few 
decades (as a way of mitigating global warming) will represent one of the greatest technical, organizational, 
and financing challenges that humanity has faced.”  (“An Action Agenda for Sustainable Development:  Report 
for the UN Secretary-General”; October 23, 2013)

Observation:

We are going to need all the resources, knowledge, and skills each one of us has, and we are going to need to 
make the best efforts we can at working together, if we are going to succeed at resolving the challenges ahead 
of us.  And it’s going to be difficult to arrive at that point without persistent efforts over a long period of time. 
(cont.)

Stefan Pasti

Community 
Peacebuilding 
and Cultural 
Sustainability 
(CPCS) 

24-Mar overarching

Commentary:

 The 1984 Chattanooga Community Visioning Project (“Vision 2000”) attracted more than 1,700 participants, 
and produced 40 community goals—which resulted in the implementation of 223 projects and programs, the 
creation of 1,300 permanent jobs, and a total financial investment of 793 million dollars.  But what I saw as 
most important insight in the video was that Community Visioning represented a way of revitalizing our 
capacity to work together with our neighbors for the greater good.  And revitalizing our capacity to work 
together for the greater good is going to be critical in the every single year in the next 40 years.

There are, however, differences between the Chattanooga Visioning process, and the kind of Community 
Visioning advocated for by the Tipping Point Action Campaign.  For example:  in the 1984 Chattanooga 
Visioning process, residents were asked “What would you like to Chattanooga be like in the year 2000?”  In 
contrast, the kind of Community Visioning the Tipping Point Action Campaign advocates for is a process which 
builds up to residents submitting documents in response to 5 specific stages:  identifying challenges, 
prioritizing challenges, identifying solutions, prioritizing solutions, and identifying action plans related to priority 
solutions.

If the goal is to resolve the unprecedented challenges ahead, then it would seem necessary to exponentially 
increase the number of actively engaged citizens—citizens who (thus) have a much more comprehensive 
sense of civic duty.   It’s not like mobilizing for war, where there will be drill sergeants and basic training, but 
people should begin to realize:  problem solving on a scale most of us have never known before means there 
is a lot of work to do. (cont.)

Stefan Pasti

Community 
Peacebuilding 
and Cultural 
Sustainability 
(CPCS) 

24-Mar overarching

2)  There are significant threats to ecological stability and social cohesion, which can be easily lost amidst a 
swirl of misinformation, other more trivial information, and the “siren song” of multiple entertainment venues

If there are people who believe social cohesion can be taken for granted, and so much so that there is little 
need to make extra efforts to build up resilience in social cohesion during times of unprecedented 
challenges—I hope they are in the minority.    

Consider:  

a)  There now exists an awe inspiring diversity of belief systems, world views, and points of view in a significant 
majority of the cities, towns, and villages in the world.  Thus, a time of unprecedented critical challenges has 
arrived at the same time as a “peak” in the likelihood of conflicting viewpoints
b)  “Total world military expenditure in 2012 was $1.75 trillion”
c)  “At least 1,134 companies in 98 countries worldwide are involved in some aspect of the production of small 
arms and/or ammunition.” (2003)
d)  “The global drugs trade and the global arms trade are integral to violence in both developing and 
industrialized countries. Even modest progress on either front will contribute to reducing the amount and 
degree of violence suffered by millions of people. To date, however—and despite their high profile in the world 
arena—no solutions seem to be in sight for these problems.” (World Health Organization, 2002)
e)  Even analysis supported by much credible evidence—that there are many danger signs flashing now 
(involving significant threats to ecological stability and social cohesion)—can be easily lost amidst a swirl of 
misinformation, other more trivial information, and the “siren song” of multiple entertainment venues. (cont.)
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24-Mar overarching

f)  We are going to need all the resources, knowledge, and skills each one of us has, and we are going to need 
to make the best efforts we can at working together, if we are going to succeed at resolving the challenges 
ahead of us.  And it’s going to be difficult to arrive at that point without persistent efforts over a long period of 
time. 

(Note:  Source references for quoted passages above can be found in the document “Invitation Package for 
Possible Board of Advisors” (at http://cpcsc.info/invitation-package/ )
 

Widespread cynicism in people’s perceptions about whether it is desirable, or even possible, for people to 
achieve advanced states of wisdom and compassion will make it difficult to reverse the marginalization of the 
treasured wisdom of religious, spiritual, and moral traditions, and make it more likely people will accept 
cultures of violence, greed, corruption, and overindulgence as inevitable.  Such cynicism about the individual 
pursuit of wisdom and compassion can easily become widespread cynicism about our collective capacity to 
overcome the critical challenges of our times—and as such may undermine many projects which would have 
otherwise led to positive tipping points.

The Tipping Point Action Campaign (summarized, with descriptions of key documents and links, at 
http://cpcsc.info/tipping-point-action/ ) advocates for a combination of preliminary surveys to 150 key leaders in 
local communities, time-intensive (possibly 18 months long) Community Visioning Initiatives supported by 
many Neighborhood Learning Centers (offering workshops suggested by the preliminary surveys); sister 
community relationships for communities needing assistance with basic human needs; job fairs; local 
currencies; and community service (multi-faceted and ongoing coverage of local visioning initiatives) from local 
newspapers as a starting point for accelerating solution-oriented activity. (cont.)

Stefan Pasti

Community 
Peacebuilding 
and Cultural 
Sustainability 
(CPCS) 

24-Mar overarching

3)  Creating thousands of Community Visioning Initiatives is a long term project—and yet it would only be the 
beginning of a process of culture change which could take decades, or generations.

The primary goal of the Tipping Point Action Campaign (“Tippiing Point Action:  Citizen Participation in Times of 
Unprecedented Challenges”; more in “Press Kit for Tipping Point Action Campaign” at http://cpcsc.info/press-
kit/ ) is to encourage citizens from every variety of circumstances to help create, become involved, contribute 
to, and participate in one or more of the thousands of Community Visioning Initiatives (or similar stakeholder 
engagement/collaborative problem solving processes designed to maximize citizen participation) which will be 
needed to exponentially accelerate solution-oriented activity at this critical time.

Here are two questions which will help readers see how the Tipping Point Action Campaign might be scaled 
up, and why it might need to be scaled up soon:

a)  What would an educational curriculum look like—for preparing survey specialists, resource coordinators for 
Neighborhood Learning Centers, and organizers/facilitators for Community Visioning Initiatives (and other 
stakeholder engagement/collaborative problem solving approaches)—if it was to be delivered in training 
modules similar to the kind used when the Peace Corps was scaled up?

b)  What if there needed to be a reversal of the urbanization trend, and a demographic shift from megacities to 
more ecologically sustainable and villages, towns, and small cities (with much more potential to achieve 
carbon neutral economies)?  What kind of curriculum (in colleges, other learning institutions, and in 
Neighborhood Learning Centers) would be most appropriate to create the knowledge base and skill sets 
necessary to make such a transition? (cont.)

Stefan Pasti

Community 
Peacebuilding 
and Cultural 
Sustainability 
(CPCS) 

24-Mar overarching

4)  Citizens can gain greater awareness of how the investments of time, energy, and money (the “votes”) each 
of us make in our everyday circumstances become the larger economy.

Creating the knowledge base and skill sets necessary to drastically reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
(GGE), and minimize other related challenges, will require as many formal and informal educational 
experiences as possible between neighbors—and people living in the same local community.  That’s why The 
Tipping Point Action Campaign advocates for creating many Neighborhood Learning Centers—especially 
during a Community Visioning Initiative—where people can meet for discussion, information sharing, mutual 
support, fellowship, and friendship.

Through workshops and other informal education (and associated local learning networks), citizens can gain 
greater awareness of how the investments of time, energy, and money (the “votes”) each of us make in our 
everyday circumstances become the larger economy.  And that wisely directed, such “votes” can result in 
countless ways of earning a living which contribute to the peacebuilding, community revitalization, and 
ecological sustainability efforts necessary to drastically reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and minimize 
other related challenges.

Citizens from every variety of circumstances can learn how to wisely cast such “votes”. 

5)  The unwinding of complex interconnections necessary to decrease Greenhouse Gas Emissions will almost 
certainly have unforeseen consequences in job markets.  (cont.)
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24-Mar overarching

This is why the kind of Community Visioning Initiatives advocated for by the Tipping Point Action Campaign 
emphasis job fairs.  The job fairs which come at the end of the Community Visioning Initiative process provide 
opportunities for all key stakeholders in the community (businesses, organizations, institutions, government, 
etc.) to demonstrate their upgraded awareness—and their interest in the welfare of the community—by offering 
and facilitating new employment opportunities, and thus assist with a just transition from patterns of investment 
which in only limited ways represent solutions to prioritized challenges to patterns of investment which in many 
ways represent solutions to prioritized challenges.

There are ways to minimize economic, social, environmental, and political disruption during this time of 
unprecedented transition—but people first have to realize the magnitude of the task.  Once people understand 
the need for unprecedented problem solving, the idea of carrying out thousands of Community Visioning 
Initiatives will be more appreciated, as something which makes good sense, and something which can 
contribute much to accelerating solution-oriented activity.

6)  Community Visioning Initiatives represent a multi-dimensional and multi-sector approach to resolving the 
challenges of our times—an approach which is comprehensive, practical, and doable.

The Community Visioning Initiative approach to collaborative problem solving and citizen peacebuilding 
(preceded by well thought out surveys to 150 local leaders, and supplemented by many Neighborhood 
Learning Centers) emphasizes personal and civic responsibility, maximizing citizen participation in identifying 
challenges and solution-oriented activity, giving people an opportunity to become actively involved in a solution-
charged environment, and minimizing the risk of “transformation unemployment”; and is especially appropriate 
to the building of “close-knit” communities of people… communities with a healthy appreciation for each others 
strengths, communities with a well-developed capacity to resolve even the most difficult challenges— and 
communities which demonstrate a high level of compassion for their fellow human beings. (cont.)

Stefan Pasti

Community 
Peacebuilding 
and Cultural 
Sustainability 
(CPCS) 

24-Mar overarching

7)  We can do it
 
People may wonder whether this kind of problem solving is possible.  For those who are wondering… I ask 
them to look around.  We now live in a complex world where cooperation at many levels of society has created 
awe inspiring achievements in energy production and transmission (oil wells, power plants, electric power 
transmission), engineering and construction (large cities); communication (Internet, cell phones); transportation 
(both private and public); and medical treatments (critical medical assistance for common diseases in 
becoming more and more widespread).   We just need that kind of cooperation to create habitats which are 
carbon neutral, sustainable, and result in more peaceful and honest ways of living.

B.  Indicator Suggestion:  “Systematic efforts to integrate spiritual wisdom into the everyday circumstances of 
community life”.

For what goal?  I have a different, more holistic approach towards resolving the challenges of our times.  While 
realizing that the challenges are complex, and that there are advantages to dividing the challenges up into 
separate sectors, I see the challenges more as an outcome of a dysfunctional set of premises in the very 
foundation of contemporary world views.  Thus, the indicators I am suggesting are efforts to measure 
approaches which can help us re-examine our basic premises.  The indicator above—“systematic efforts to 
integrate spiritual wisdom into the everyday circumstances of community life”—suggests the questions:  “What 
is spiritual wisdom?”, and “How important can a deficit of spiritual wisdom be in causing multiple critical 
challenges of an unprecedented nature?”  It seems to me that these questions need to be addressed 
somewhere in the matrix of setting out Sustainable Development Goals. (cont.)

Stefan Pasti

Community 
Peacebuilding 
and Cultural 
Sustainability 
(CPCS) 

24-Mar overarching

Commentary:

How important can a deficit of spiritual wisdom be in causing multiple critical challenges of an unprecedented 
nature?

Unfortunately, many of the efforts now underway to resolve the challenges of our times (and especially efforts 
to reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions and mitigate global warming) give little attention to the spiritual/moral 
dimensions of cultural worldviews.  

Here are five examples of how important a deficit of spiritual wisdom can be in causing multiple critical 
challenges of an unprecedented nature.

1)  I have read the introduction to “Towards a Green Economy: Pathways to Sustainable Development and 
Poverty Eradication” United Nations Environment Programme 2011 [press release dated November 16, 2011 
(pdf for introduction at http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/Portals/88/documents/ger/1.0_Introduction.pdf ).  
On pages 14-15 I found the following statements:  “Most economic development and growth strategies 
encouraged rapid accumulation of physical, financial and human capital, but at the expense of excessive 
depletion and degradation of natural capital, which includes the endowment of natural resources and 
ecosystems.  By depleting the world’s stock of natural wealth – often irreversibly – this pattern of development 
and growth has had detrimental impacts on the wellbeing of current generations and presents tremendous 
risks and challenges for the future….Existing policies and market incentives have contributed to this problem of 
capital misallocation because they allow businesses to run up significant, largely unaccounted for, and 
unchecked social and environmental externalities.” (italics mine)  (cont.)
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Stefan Pasti
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and Cultural 
Sustainability 
(CPCS) 

24-Mar overarching

2)  We now have an exponentially Increasing world population at a time when it is culturally acceptable to 
encourage indiscriminant consumption.  Unfortunately, these realities are a source of significant contributions 
to global warming, and resource depletion (“More than half the world’s people live in countries where water 
tables are falling as aquifers are being depleted….“).  In addition, the term “culturally acceptable indiscriminant 
consumption” can refer to a wide range of cultural conduct, including:  credit card debt; entertainment for 
“mature audiences only”; overindulgence in unhealthy food; epidemic levels of obesity; widespread abuse of 
alcohol and tobacco products; government sanctioned gambling; and the fact that “about 1/3 of the food 
produced in the world for human consumption every year—approximately  1.3 billion tones—gets lost or 
wasted.”  These observations [supporting evidence and source references in the “Invitation Package for 
Possible Board of Advisors” document (at http://cpcsc.info/invitation-package/ )—and supporting evidence 
summarized in the “Resources, Statistics, and Observations” document, in the “Press Kit for the Tipping Point 
Action Campaign” (at http://cpcsc.info/press-kit/ )] should be sufficient to suggest that people who have an 
opportunity to “walk on a Great Road” are instead “greatly delighting in tortuous paths”.  [Note:  from Chapter 
53 of “Te Tao-Ching” by Lao Tzu (possibly 6th Century BCE)(translation Robert G. Hendricks):  “Were I to have 
the least bit of knowledge, in walking on a Great Road, it’s only going astray that I would fear.  The Great Way 
is very level, but people greatly delight in tortuous paths.”]
 
3)  Consider the following statement:  “The satisfaction of one's physical needs must come at a certain point to 
a dead stop before it degenerates into physical decadence.” (Mahatma Gandhi)].  There are many people in 
the world today who do not understand the wisdom in Gandhi’s statement—and their help will be needed to 
avoid disastrous global warming outcomes. (cont.)

Stefan Pasti

Community 
Peacebuilding 
and Cultural 
Sustainability 
(CPCS) 

24-Mar overarching

4)  Unfortunately, there are many people in communities around the world who—regardless of the difficulties 
and urgencies associated with resolving multiple crises—choose to focus their attention of trying to make 
money by preying of people’s fears, manipulating people’s trust, and/or encouraging people to abandon hope 
in higher aspirations, and indulge in unhealthy, or immoral behavior.   Widespread cynicism in people’s 
perceptions about whether it is desirable, or even possible, for people to achieve advanced states of wisdom 
and compassion will make it difficult to reverse the marginalization of the treasured wisdom of religious, 
spiritual, and moral traditions, and make it more likely people will accept cultures of violence, greed, corruption, 
and overindulgence as inevitable.  Such cynicism about the individual pursuit of wisdom and compassion can 
easily become widespread cynicism about our collective capacity to overcome the critical challenges of our 
times—and as such may undermine many projects which would have otherwise led to positive tipping points. 
(cont.)

5)  Many people may think it is naïve to imagine that people from so many diverse religious, spiritual, moral, 
and cultural traditions can decide to come together in such a way as to not only encourage, but participate in, a 
high percentage of constructive thinking and constructive action in response to the difficult challenges ahead 
(as in the high levels of participation and collaboration encouraged by comprehensive Community Visioning 
Initiatives).  From this writers’ point of view, such skepticism and cynicism depend for their existence on doubts 
as to whether it is possible for people to achieve highly advanced forms of wisdom and compassion through 
genuine instruction and sincere effort.  Thus it is that there is a great responsibility on those people who are in 
any way representatives of religious, spiritual, and/or moral traditions—to demonstrate what is possible along 
the lines of wisdom and compassion, to provide genuine instruction when sincere efforts are being made, to 
contribute to the greater good of the whole, and to help restore confidence in the higher values of life.” (cont.)

Stefan Pasti

Community 
Peacebuilding 
and Cultural 
Sustainability 
(CPCS) 

24-Mar overarching

Regarding how to measure such an indicator, here are three suggestions:

a)  The document “Brief Descriptions of The Eight IPCR Concepts” (25 pages) offers descriptions of 8 
concepts which could provide a “foundation” for a long term approach to interfaith peacebuilding, community 
revitalization, and culture change… or, if you prefer, a multi-dimensional “trellis” from which a new, more 
peaceful and more sustainable culture might grow.  Those eight concepts are:  “Community Good News 
Networks”; “Community Faith Mentoring Networks”; “Spiritual Friendships”; “Questionnaires That Can Help 
Build Caring Communities”; “Community Visioning Initiatives for Peace”; “Spiritually Responsible Investing”; 
“Ecological Sustainability” and “IPCR Journal/Newsletters”.  One measure of the existence of a “systematic 
effort to integrate spiritual wisdom into the everyday circumstances of community life” would be the presence 
of projects or initiatives associated with more than half of the above eight concepts.

b)  On the other side of the coin, another way of measuring this suggested indicator would be to use indicators 
which measure relative changes in violence, greed, corruption, and overindulgence.  Any systematic 
reductions in indicators associated with all four of those negative values might be an accurate indication of 
“systematic effort to integrate spiritual wisdom into the everyday circumstances of community life”. (cont.)

Stefan Pasti

Community 
Peacebuilding 
and Cultural 
Sustainability 
(CPCS) 

24-Mar overarching

c)  Saints, sages, spiritual leaders, and sincere practitioners of all religious, spiritual, and moral traditions have 
(for centuries) demonstrated that it is possible for people to achieve highly advanced forms of wisdom and 
compassion.  And such wisdom and compassion makes it possible for people to  i)  sacrifice personal desires 
for the greater good of the whole and  ii)  find contentment and quality of life while consuming less material 
goods and living in accordance with regional ecological realities.  But when such traditions are marginalized, 
so are the wisdom and compassion that representatives of those traditions could have transmitted.  Surveys 
which show an increase in people’s perceptions when asked:  “What % of people in your community would say 
it is ‘most important’ to sacrifice personal desires for the greater good of the whole?”, and when asked “What % 
of people in your community would say it is ‘most important’ to find contentment and quality of life while 
consuming less material goods and living in accordance with regional ecological realities—might be accurate 
indications of “systematic effort to integrate spiritual wisdom into the everyday circumstances of community 
life”.

C.  Suggested Indicator:  Percentage of city planners who agree that cities with populations over 200,000 run 
ecological deficits with cannot be balanced out elsewhere, and represent habitats where the prospects of 
reducing indiscriminate consumption, reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions, achieving ecological sustainability, 
and achieving “zero waste” are least likely to occur. 

For what goal?  Goal #7  “Empower Inclusive, Productive, and Resilient Cities (cont.)
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Supporting argument #1:

“Our industrial societies and our financial systems were built on the assumption of continual growth –growth 
based on ever more readily available cheap fossil fuels” “But…one day it will definitely end….” “We should 
have stopped to ask ourselves, what can we do with this [high “energy returned on energy invested”  (EROEI) 
ratio entities, such as oil] to provide the most good for the most people for the longest time?”  However, at the 
present time (with EROEI ratios declining):  lifestyles and habitats are becoming more and more dependent on 
high energy input infrastructures, machinery, and devices; becoming more and more dependent on energy 
intensive transportation; and running greater and greater “ecological deficits” (“resource consumption and 
waste discharge…in excess of locally/regionally sustainable natural production and assimilative capacity”) 

[Quoted passages, and source references, for the above text can be found in document “Invitation Package for 
Possible Board of Advisors” (589 pages), accessible at http://cpcsc.info/invitation-package/ and “IPCR Critical 
Challenges Assessment 2011-2012:  Summary Report” at http://cpcsc.info/the-ipcr-initiative/   Note:  the above 
text is the commentary for Critical Challenge #3 “The End of the Era of ‘Cheap Energy” which appeared in the 
pre-2014 version of “A List of Ten Critical Challenges” (1 page); current version at http://cpcsc.info/press-kit/, 
see “Quick Reference Documents” section] (cont.)
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Supporting Argument #2:

Many countries in the world have serious sovereign debt (public debt).  At the same time as there is a need for 
people in a significant number of countries to adjust to austerity measures associated with public debt, there is 
also a need for many people in a significant number of countries to reduce indiscriminate consumption as a 
response to the implications of global warming, the end of the era of “cheap energy”, peak water, the depletion 
of many other key resources—and to conserve resources for emergency assistance.  There is an especially 
urgent need for widespread solution-oriented activity which decreases carbon emissions.  It seems to this 
writer that at such a time as this there would be decreasing return on investment (“diminishing returns”) to the 
prospect of further investment in mega-cities:  which have such complex infrastructures to maintain; which 
require extensive transport of food and other products, and extensive transport and processing of water and 
waste; where there is such extensive waste of food products [“London throws away 560,000 tonnes of food 
(per year) as waste.”/”New York City throws away 600,000 tonnes of food (per year) as waste”/“About 1/3 of 
the food produced in the world for human consumption every year; approximately 1.3 billion tonnes gets lost or 
wasted”]; and where the prospects of reducing indiscriminate consumption, reducing Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions, achieving ecological sustainability, and achieving “zero waste” are least likely to occur. 

[Note:  source references for quoted passages in above text are in the document “Invitation Package for 
Possible Board of Advisors” (589 pages) at http://cpcsc.info/invitation-package/ ]

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar overarching ChildFund Alliance welcomes the Leadership Council’s report on “Indicators for Sustainable Development 

Goals.”

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar overarching We welcome the acknowledgement of violence against children as one of the key priority challenges to 

sustainable development, and agree on the need to have indicators to monitor progress.

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar overarching We regard the possibility of having national and/or sub-national targets as an opportunity to address the 

different manifestations of violence and exploitation perpetrated against children.

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar overarching

We encourage the Leadership Council and other stakeholders of the post-2015/SDGs process to distinguish 
between children and youth, where relevant, and acknowledge the commonalities but also the divergences of 
these two constituencies. The clearer distinction between children and youth will be important to adequately 
disaggregate data, and ensure greater accountability and reliable monitoring and evaluation systems.

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar overarching

We commend the Leadership Council of the Sustainable Development Solutions Network on their efforts to 
bring together a set of goals and targets that simultaneously address the four dimensions of sustainable 
development, and on their efforts to advance the discussion on the issue of indicators for the next generation 
of development goals.
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Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 41 Ind. 6

We agree with the need to disaggregate data for this indicator by age and gender, in order to track the issue of 
violence against children, and suggest that this disaggregation be used also to partially measure progress on 
Target 4C, on the prevention and elimination of violence against individuals, especially women and children.

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 42 Ind. 7

We agree with the need to disaggregate data for this indicator by age and gender, in order to partially track the 
impact that conflict has on children. However, we encourage the Leadership Council to take into consideration 
the number of children recruited by armed forces and groups as an alternative indicator to also assess the 
impact that conflict has on children.

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 43 Lines 16-18 We propose that the additional indicator on children out of school because of conflict, insecurity, or disaster be 

used to measure progress for Goal 3, on effective learning for all children and youth.

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 43 Lines 16-18

We further propose that this indicator be re-worded to reflect the paramount issue of safe schools, which is 
fundamental to fulfill the aspiration of quality education for all: “Children out of school because of conflict, 
insecurity, disaster, or violence in schools.”

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 45 Ind. 10

We acknowledge the importance of promoting decent work for all, and the importance of disaggregating this 
indicator by age. We would suggest that the sentence in lines 15 and 16 reads: “It should also be 
disaggregated by age to particularly capture youth share of informality in the labor force, and of child labor, 
including the worst forms of child labor.” Addressing the issue of the worst forms of child labor will be 
fundamental for achieving the aspiration of economic transformation and decent work for all.

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 45 Ind. 11

We agree with the placeholder for an index of decent work, and encourage the SDSN and the potential lead 
agency to incorporate the issue of child labor, especially the worst forms of child labor, in the development of 
this index.

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 61 Ind. 26

We agree and fully support an indicator to track progress on universal birth registration. We suggest that this 
indicator is re-worded to incorporate the issue of free legal identity: “Percentage of children under age 5 whose 
birth is registered for free [or without cost] with a civil authority.”

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 61 Lines 30-31 We suggest this sentence to read: “By ensuring registration of all births, countries will increase opportunities 

for citizens to access services and opportunities, including access to justice and adjudication of rights.”

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 63 Ind. 29 We agree with this indicator and with the explicit mention of child labor, and look forward to working with the 

SDSN and other stakeholders to develop this indicator.
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Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 63 Lines 13

We propose that the expression “the effective abolition of child labor” be changed to “the minimum age and 
conditions for child labor, and the immediate elimination of the worst forms of child labor,” to better reflect the 
intention of these two ILO conventions.

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 67 Lines 6-7

We suggest that the definition of violence to be the one used by the World Health Organization in its 2002 
World Report on Violence and Health: “The intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or actual, 
against oneself, another person, or against a group or community, that either results in or has a high likelihood 
of resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, maldevelopment or deprivation.”

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 67 Ind. 32

We believe that this indicator is not well suited to comprehensively track progress on the target of preventing 
and eliminating all forms of violence against individuals, especially women and children. As it is acknowledged 
in the report –in page 12– this indicator is better suited to measure the issue of violence against women, but 
not of violence against children.

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 67 Ind. 32

We propose a different indicator, in place of indicator 32: “Percentage of referred cases of violence against 
women and children that are investigated and sentenced.” This would not only be a more comprehensive 
indicator to measure progress against all forms of violence against women and children, but would also act as 
a better proxy in terms of access to justice.

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 67 Ind. 33

We believe that this indicator is not well suited to comprehensively track progress on the target of preventing 
and eliminating all forms of violence against individuals, especially women and children. As it is acknowledged 
in the report –in page 13– this indicator is better suited to measure the issue of violence against women, but 
not of violence against children.

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 67 Ind. 33

We propose a different indicator to track progress on the prevention and elimination of violence against 
children, in place of indicator 33: “Rate of boys and girls subject to the most severe forms of violence in the 
home or community, defined as those banned by national laws.”

Andrew Johnson 
(Deputy 
Secretary 
General), Felipe 
Cala (Global 
Advocacy 
Advisor), Sarah 
Stevenson (UN 
Representative)

ChildFund 
Alliance 25-Mar 68 Lines 17-18

We acknowledge the need to address the issue of child marriage. The proposed indicator is currently used as 
a way to measure the prevalence of child marriage. However, it would not be suited to track progress on its 
elimination because of the lag that it implies. If eliminating child marriage is to be a global priority after 2015, 
the use of this indicator would mean tracking an event that took place at least three years before.

Joseph S. Weiss

Brazilian 
Society for 
Ecological 
Economics

25-Mar overarching Congratulations on the results of the SDSN Global Initiative.

Joseph S. Weiss

Brazilian 
Society for 
Ecological 
Economics

25-Mar overarching

The Brazilian Society for Ecological Economics, a strong chapter of the International Society, once again, 
submits contributions to improve the measuring of sustainable development, with suggestions based on the 
Aichi Biodiversity Targets, Bhutan’s concepts and measures of happiness and the Society’s familiarity with 
conditions in Brazil and impoverished countries.

Joseph S. Weiss

Brazilian 
Society for 
Ecological 
Economics

25-Mar 9 1

GOAL 01: End Extreme Poverty including Hunger 
Target 01a. End extreme poverty, including absolute cash and non cash income poverty ($1.25 or less per 
day).  
The indicator included in Bhutan’s measure of happiness is consumption. To take this into account, the 
measurement of absolute income poverty should include non-cash income, as applied in Bhutan, including use 
of stock of consumer durables, goods and services received as gifts, assistance, health, recreation, etc.  

Joseph S. Weiss

Brazilian 
Society for 
Ecological 
Economics

25-Mar 10 14

Goal 2: Achieve Development within Planetary Guidelines 
Target 2B – Regarding country contributions to planetary guidelines 
The three indicators - 12, 13 and 14 – do not adequately measure countries’ contributions to planetary 
boundaries. The country footprint relative to size of territory is a broadly accepted indicator of environmental 
pressure with established methods. Therefore, it is unacceptable to exclude this indicator. It should replace one 
of the 12-14 indicators.  
Target 14: Country footprint relative to size of territory. It would be sufficient for UNEP to set guidelines for 
countries to implement. 
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Joseph S. Weiss

Brazilian 
Society for 
Ecological 
Economics

25-Mar 11 21

GOAL 3: Ensure Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood 
 
Goal 4 does not adequately consider the need to improve social attitudes conducive the improved human 
rights performance, nor do the environmentally related goals adequately consider the need to improve 
environmental attitudes. Therefore we suggest that education quality consider these factors in Target 3b, by 
broadening the range of learning outcomes.  
 
Target 3b. All girls and boys receive quality primary and secondary education that focuses on a broad range of 
learning outcomes and on reducing the dropout rate to zero. 
 
Regarding Indicator 21, we wish to add  the words in bold: Proportion of girls and boys who master a broad 
range of foundational skills, including in literacy and mathematics, social skills, including respect of others and 
informal knowledge, and environmental skills, by the end of the primary school cycle (based on credibly 
established national benchmarks)  

Joseph S. Weiss

Brazilian 
Society for 
Ecological 
Economics

25-Mar 13 33

GOAL 4: Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion, and Human Rights  
Much political and social violence around the world is due to lack of understanding and respect for diversity, 
among different genders, ethnicities, religions and sexual preferences. Bhutan includes cultural diversity and 
resilience as one of its measures of happiness. The Goal should be revised as follows: 
 
GOAL 4: Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion, Human Rights and respect for diversity 
Target 4a broadly refers to gender, ethnicity, religion, disability, national origin, and social or other status. This 
is not taken into account in: 
 
Target 4c. Prevent and eliminate violence against individuals, especially women and children. 
 
Therefore, we suggest broadening Indicator 33 to include words in bold: Percentage of referred cases of 
sexual, gender, age, ethnic, religion, disability, national origin-based violence that are investigated and 
sentenced [in many countries records are kept].  

Joseph S. Weiss

Brazilian 
Society for 
Ecological 
Economics

25-Mar 14-15 none
Goals 6 and 7 deal with rural and urban living conditions, without considering elements of community. Although 
not currently measured, thought should be given to indicators of community well-being or vitality, applied in 
Bhutan, including such factors as social and family cohesion, giving and volunteering, and community safety.

Joseph S. Weiss

Brazilian 
Society for 
Ecological 
Economics

25-Mar 18 81

Goal 9: Secure Ecosystem Services and Biodiversity, and Ensure Good Management of Water, Oceans, 
Forests and Natural Resources  
Indicator 81 – Critical Biome Management 
Good management is best measured by the state of water, oceans and biomes. Thus critical biome 
management is not measured appropriately by protected areas. In countries like Indonesia, Congo and Brazil, 
most threatened biomes do not have effective protected areas. When they exist, their coverage is small in 
comparison to the size of the biomes. Much of these biomes have undefined property rights. Therefore, the 
most appropriate indicator is derived from the Aichi Strategic Goal B (Reduce the direct pressures on 
biodiversity and promote sustainable use) and the related Target 5 (Reduce the rate of loss, degradation and 
fragmentation of all natural habitats). 
Thus the proposed indicator 81 should be replaced with the total area in all natural habitats, whether formally 
protected or not, easily compiled from remote sensing, not only of forests, but also clean non-polluted rivers, 
mangroves, coral reefs, etc. There could be a weighting procedure to combine biomes. 
The Aichi targets include quantitative commitments to protect 17% of terrestrial areas and 10% of marine areas 
by 2020, but not quantitative measures of total area in natural habitats. There is also an Aichi target to restore 
15% of all degraded sites by 2020.  

Joseph S. Weiss

Brazilian 
Society for 
Ecological 
Economics

25-Mar 18 82

Indicator 82 - Forest 
In many countries, including those mentioned, sustainable forest management is not widespread. Thus, the 
state of the forest is the best indicator of good forest management, the percentage of area under natural forest 
cover. 
The most appropriate forest response indicator would be controlled (or protected in a broader sense) forest 
areas, adding all those under sustainable management, protected areas and areas managed by indigenous 
peoples. 

Joseph S. Weiss

Brazilian 
Society for 
Ecological 
Economics

25-Mar 20 98

Goal 10: Transform Governance and Technologies for Sustainable Development 
The concept of governance as indicated by the targets appears to be limiting. In general, most of the literature 
agrees on common dimensions of governance like participation, rule of law, transparency, accountability, 
effective delivery of services and equity. It does not take into account some concepts reflected in UN ideals, 
included in four of Bhutan’s six Good Governance dimensions measuring happiness: i) voice and 
accountability; iii) government effectiveness; iv) regulatory quality; and v) rule of law. The other two, on 
violence and corruption are adequately included in the SDGs.  Although we recognize that it is difficult to 
develop indicators which adequately measure voice and accountability, government effectiveness and rule of 
law, we believe they merit further thought. An attempt at a measurement of regulatory quality is suggested 
below. 
Target 10b is currently: Adequate domestic and international public finance for ending extreme poverty, 
providing global public goods, capacity building, and transferring technologies, including 0.7 percent of GNI in 
ODA for all high-income countries, and an additional $100 billion per year in official climate financing by 2020.  
Target 10b should be broadened. It is not enough to throw money at problems. Policies should also be right. 
Therefore we propose that Target 10b be:  Adequate domestic and international public policies and finance for 
ending extreme poverty, providing global public goods, capacity building, and transferring technologies. [ODA 
should be included as one component, in the specific indicators]. 
The proposed indicators are generally by source of financing when they should be by use (extreme poverty, 
providing global public goods, capacity building, and transferring technologies), adding all sources, thus 
reducing from 5 to 4 indicators. The indicator to measure finance for global public goods should concentrate on 
reducing the impact on global warming, such as funding to restructure production and consumption to emit less 
CO2 equivalent gases. 
The remaining indicator should be derived from Aichi Strategic Goal A: Address the underlying causes of 
biodiversity (and non-sustainable development) by mainstreaming sustainable development across 
government and society. 
 Paraphrasing Aichi Target 3, the last indicator should measure the extent to which prices are being made right, 
indirectly measuring regulatory quality:
 Indicator 98: To what extent the following target is achieved: to eliminate, phase out or reform incentives, 
including subsidies, harmful to environmental sustainability in order to minimize or avoid negative impacts, and 
develop and apply positive incentives for the conservation and sustainable resource use, taking into account 
national socioeconomic conditions.
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Marco Sorgetti

International 
Federation of 
Freight 
Forwarders 
Association 

25-Mar overarching
The targets do not place enough priority on logistic connectivity and its impact on international trade especially 
in domestic economies which are restricted within the confines of their borders through the SDGs to contribute 
to the achievement of sustainable development.

Marco Sorgetti

International 
Federation of 
Freight 
Forwarders 
Association 

25-Mar overarching Proposal for the SDGs indicators to operate on a bi-annual cycle. An annual cycle, which is suggested, may 
results in loss of productivity to ensure the SDGs are properly implemented. 

Marco Sorgetti

International 
Federation of 
Freight 
Forwarders 
Association 

25-Mar overarching
SDG indicators must be based on a conceptual indicator framework. This framework and the related indicators 
have to be based on the experiences made by countries in monitoring sustainable development and not by 
assumption made from the central UN. 

Marco Sorgetti

International 
Federation of 
Freight 
Forwarders 
Association 

25-Mar overarching
There is no amount of information regarding consulting with other stakeholders and civil societies throughout 
the report. This includes the sharing of information about themes and the progress of SDG implementation 
through the indicators proposed. 

Marco Sorgetti

International 
Federation of 
Freight 
Forwarders 
Association 

25-Mar overarching

The OWG have not dedicated enough targets to consider the contribution that logistics can make to 
sustainable development. FIATA must again stress that implementing strong  policy focused on logistics 
development may prove to be a far more effective initiative towards achieving the OWG’s Sustainable 
Development Goals

Marco Sorgetti

International 
Federation of 
Freight 
Forwarders 
Association 

25-Mar overarching
The targets and indicators must also focus on conducting more in-depth analyses as to the impact of national 
polices before policies can be enacted to achieve SDGs. Especially regarding policies which greatly affects 
logistics as the impact ripples into numerous sectors and regions.

Marco Sorgetti

International 
Federation of 
Freight 
Forwarders 
Association 

25-Mar overarching

FIATA underlines the crucial role of stakeholders’ consultation as one of the most effective tools to ensure 
investments consistency and appropriateness. Logistics practitioners know their requirements and are fully 
equipped to expressed their views in an organised manner through their fully democratic interest 
representation in FIATA

Marco Sorgetti

International 
Federation of 
Freight 
Forwarders 
Association 

25-Mar 15 Target 06c

Transport is mentioned in this topic however is not further elaborated in the “Issues to Measure” column. Rural 
Infrastructure and services are key to the development of more connected transport systems which would 
enhance logistics connectivity. If the OWG’s focus is to enhance infrastructure with this target then more focus 
should be given to logistics and its impact to bring in infrastructure investment opportunity and grow an 
economy. 

Marco Sorgetti

International 
Federation of 
Freight 
Forwarders 
Association 

25-Mar 16 Target 07b 
issue 67

The focus on this target is access to rural transportation. There also needs to be more focus on logistical 
access which would greatly impact emissions and economic growth. If the goal of target 07b, as stated, is to 
end poverty and promote rural development then more focus on logistics connectivity would help foster growth 
in the area and allow for trade to flourish. The correlation between economic growth and access to trade is 
overwhelming and lack of attention towards logistics will cause growth to stall. 

Marco Sorgetti

International 
Federation of 
Freight 
Forwarders 
Association 

25-Mar 17 Target 08a 
issue 76

There needs to more specified emission standards regarding this “Issue to Measure”. You state GHG emission 
is a key contributor to climate change and must be maintained at specific level. But the transport community 
will need more information on such restrictions at which you have not elaborated on in your stated target. 

Marco Sorgetti

International 
Federation of 
Freight 
Forwarders 
Association 

25-Mar 103 Indicator 74

The UNFCCC and the IEA needs to ensure that they consistently collect data on GHG emissions in order to 
ensure countries remain within their GHG emission limits. This is the main method that can be used by the UN 
to monitor GHG output throughout countries and needs to be relayed down to the countries to ensure 
restrictions are taken seriously and met. 

Babacar SARR ENERTEC-
SARL 26-Mar overarching Goals could be prioritize as well as the indicators. Core goals # 1, # 2, and # 8; tiers 2 goals # 3, # 4, # 5, # 6, 

#7, and # 9; and cross cutting goal # 10.

Babacar SARR ENERTEC-
SARL 26-Mar 15 In regard to Goal 06: rural exodus (migration from rural areas to cities).

Note: However this could be extracted from indicator # 65 in page 17.

Babacar SARR ENERTEC-
SARL 26-Mar 17 73

if such plan exist, should consider
i.   Appropriateness/relevance to the 2oC scenario;
ii. % of completeness vs planned;
Note: should be related to the national communication relative to attenuation of GHG emission and adaptation 
to climate change.

Babacar SARR ENERTEC-
SARL 26-Mar 17 74

Should consider a voluntary based corporate reporting of Scope 1 (direct emissions
of the company’s facilities and vehicles), scope 2 (purchase of electricity, heat,
cooling and steam emissions) of GHG emission from the sectors of Mining, Oil & Gas,
Energy, Utilities, ect …
This should add more details to the national GHG inventory.
Note:  Agencies involved: UNEP Finance Initiative & GHG Protocol, UNFCCC, IEA, ect …

Babacar SARR ENERTEC-
SARL 26-Mar 17 75

Current indicator is a result, should refer to an input indicator and track its progress. Example proposed 
attenuation (GHG reduction) actions within the National Communication for the power sector:
i.   Existing GHG attenuation actions (NAMAs: Nationally Appropriated Mitigation Actions);
ii. Appropriateness driving to GHG reduction;
iii. of completeness vs planned.
Note:  Agencies involved: UNEP Finance Initiative & GHG Protocol, UNFCCC, IEA, ect …

Babacar SARR ENERTEC-
SARL 26-Mar 17 76

Current proposed indicator is already a result, should refer to an input indicator and track its progress. 
Example proposed attenuation actions within the National Communication for the transport sector:
i.   Existing GHG attenuation actions (NAMAs: Nationally Appropriated Mitigation Actions);
ii. Appropriateness driving to GHG reduction;
iii. of completeness vs planned.
Note:  Agencies involved: UNEP Finance Initiative & GHG Protocol, UNFCCC, IEA, ect …

Babacar SARR ENERTEC-
SARL 26-Mar 18 78

Reporting of scope 3 (for financial intermediaries: downstream financial product for
environmental friendly investments) of GHG emission from developed countries
bilateral financing agencies could be considered as well as development agencies,
development banks, ect …
Note:  Agencies involved: UNEP Finance Initiative & GHG Protocol, UNFCCC, IEA, ect …
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Babacar SARR ENERTEC-
SARL 26-Mar 19 87

Transparency in the supply of natural resources, mainly the supply of fossil fuel to the electricity production 
sector (national utility).
Should include
Energy IPP contracts;
Purchase of fossil fuel contracts (energy national utilities); Fishing contracts, ect ...

Babacar SARR ENERTEC-
SARL 26-Mar 20 96

Suggested indicator 78 could be applicable for indicator 96.

Reporting of scope 3 (for financial intermediaries: downstream financial product for
environmental friendly investments) of GHG emission from developed countries
bilateral financing agencies could be considered as well as development agencies,
development banks, ect …
Note:  Agencies involved: UNEP Finance Initiative & GHG Protocol, UNFCCC, IEA, ect …

Babacar SARR ENERTEC-
SARL 26-Mar 20 99

Target 10C: consider in the area of technology transfer
i. Implementation of first of its kind (technology);
ii. Capacity building;
iii. Scale up;
IV i. Work force employability.

Dragisa Dabetic

Gerontology 
Centre 
Belgrade, 
Serbia

26-Mar overarching No comments and remarks from our side in this moment.

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar overarching
Pg 8 point 3 – disaggregated data – proposals on inequality state that the disaggregation must be specific 
about groups – casts, disabled, ethnicity etc if real inequalities are to be measured better. This should be 
added.

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar overarching The way it is framed the indicators do not imply the need to reducer over use of resources.

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar overarching Specific targets for adaptation should also be included, mitigation is well covered.

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar overarching Issues regarding sustainable production and consumption do not come out

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar pg 9 2 Target 01a – can the MPI be used to measure extreme multi dimensional poverty?

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar pg 9 3,4,5
Target 02b-  Agree to the target) but should the nutrition indicator be more specific about nutrition of girls - 
given the inter-generational impacts and as girls have a higher chance of discrimination when is comes to food 
distribution?

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar pg 9 – 10 6,7,8 Target  01c–the indicators used imply that the target is looking only at “vulnerable states” in terms of violence 
and conflict – is that the case? if so, target may need to be reworded and be more specific.

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar pg 10 Target 02a 
/indi. 9

– This goal is THE most important and “transformative” of the all the goals and should be strongly backed.  The 
target should be more specific about better distribution or inclusive growth rather than JUST higher growth 
especially under the goal of planetary boundaries, looking only at increase in income and not how it is acquired 
or distributed is not enough. The indicator can be Gini coefficient rather than GNI  (So linked to 04b indicators).

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar pg 10
New

indicator for 
Target 02a

In order to cover HOW the income increase is supported by environmentally appropriate manner can an 
indicator be the conversion to principles of green economies or more specifically to conversion to better 
technologies, reduction of waste/pollution?

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar pg 11 16 and 17
population/fertility management is very valid under this goal. Indicator average hh size rather than 
contraceptive prevalence(indicator ? The angle of rights – i.e women having rights over their decision to 
become pregnant do not come out in these indicators.

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar Pg 11 18, 19

Target 03a – implies quality and access are looked at. The indicator should be specifically disaggregated to 
show equal access to those that have been identified to be marginalized (i.e geographically, gender, cast, 
disabled etc.)

 It also means beyond buildings – to being well equipped, qualified teachers – which should come into the 
proposed index (ECDI)

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar Pg 11 20,22 Target 03b– agree to completion rates as an indicator.

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar Pg 12 24
Target 03c  – since this is about education should this target be about education that provides appropriate 
skills for employability? Can the measure look at educated to employed ratios? Again to measure equality the 
data would have to be disaggregated.

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar Pg 12 30 Target 4b – inequality measure should explicitly look at specific groups and intersectionalities.

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar Pg 13 33 Should this be framed more as a Public health issue and what it does to productivity, rather than just 
incidences of violence?
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Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar Pg 13,14 the health targets’ indicators proposed should capture quality of services.

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar Pg 14 50 types of seeds/crops that can also indicate more sustainable practices?
Also soil nutrients?

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar Pg 14 Target O6c

Target O6c – this is the only one that looks specifically at rural poor specifically so the attention to 
infrastructure maybe acceptable but also what about better value addition, access to jobs/decent work in rural 
areas. Afterall the rural poor are also a large percentage of poor people and yes they are captured in other 
indicators but these targets also must be more explicit.

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar Pg 17 56 Economic losses and who is more affected should be looked at
Also should there be an indicator for more resilient cities – or is this what the indicator 64 would so?

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar Pg  17 -18

Goal 8 -  although issues of adaptation have been integrated into other goals, is it enough that CC goals is 
linked with energy? In essence seems OK but wonder if the goal should be curb human induced climate 
change and increase resilience – so that both mitigation and adaptation can be given equal weight.

Also energy indicators could include one for green/renewable technologies in the national energy mix – maybe 
easier to gather this data.

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar Pg 17 76 The energy indicator on transport also need to look at better transport management systems –  will this be 
capture by looking at CO2 intensity?

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar Pg 18 Target 9b Talks about commons but no indicator on managing the commons - that also show relationship to use of 
commons

Karin Fernando

Centre for 
Poverty 
Analysis 
(CEPA)

26-Mar Pg 21 100
Target 10c – on technology transfer needs to also look at better IPR Terms , growth of local /national R and D.

An indicator could also be on the percentage of funding for R and D for green technologies

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar overarching Several studies over the last four decades have examined that the sustainable development goal is difficult to 
reach because of the lack capacity of responsible institution in the implementation.

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar overarching All the institution involved in each country should consider targeting the priority of every sustainable 
development goal.

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar overarching Every institution responsible with the goal should exist to address priorities and the goal should implement the 
strategies to adapt extreme targets.

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar overarching Each stakeholder for sustainable development goals should particularly focus on demystifying the details and 
key indicators.

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar overarching Indicator for sustainable development goals need to be replicated clearly with local wisdom approach.

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar overarching The indicator for sustainable development goals should helps to build the increase capacity of each institution 
from the poorest countries to act more affective advocates for their concern in reach the goals.

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar overarching The leading  organizations should support every initiatives in the implementation  of sustainable development 
goals

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar overarching In the implementation of the sustainable development goals for each institution should provide extensive 
technical, strategies, legal and administrative support from the local governments.

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar overarching The minimum standards set out requirement for information flow and capacity building communities in the 
implementation of sustainable development goals  should be aware and understand locally

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar overarching UNSDS should support each institution which implements the sustainable development goals indicators 
monitoring and evaluation activities for disseminating best practices.
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Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar 9 3 Target 01b. End hunger and achieve food security, appropriate nutrition, and zero child stunting need details 
and key performances

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar 10 9 Target 02a. Each country reaches at least the next income level and promotes decent work with clear targeting 
time and schedule

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar 11 20 Target 03b. All girls and boys receive quality primary and secondary education that focuses on a broad range 
of learning outcomes and on reducing the dropout rate to zero and  provide vocational skills for  survive

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar 12 24 Target 03c. Ensure that all youth transition effectively into the labor market and get standard salary for survive 
and increase the capacity.

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar 18 79
Target 09a. Secure ecosystem services by adopting policies and legislation that address drivers of ecosystem 
degradation, and requiring individuals, businesses and governments to pay the social cost of pollution and use 
of environmental services for increase the quality of next generations.

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar 19 83
Target 9b. Participate in and support regional and global arrangements to inventory, monitor, and protect 
ecosystem services and environmental commons of regional and global significance and curb trans-boundary 
environmental harms, with robust systems in place no later than 2020 and targeting   100 % success.

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar 20 99 Target 10c. Accelerate adoption of new technologies for the SDGs for the increase quality of life

Ketut Gede 
Dharma Putra

Center for 
Sustainable 
Development, 
Udayana 
University 

26-Mar

Mahugnon Serge 
Djohy IDEAS For Us 26-Mar overarching On the whole, the report took into account all policy documents about the post-2015 agenda for Sustainable 

Development and proposed the reliable measurements indicators based on objectives and targets. 
Mahugnon Serge 
Djohy IDEAS For Us 26-Mar overarching The report also has the merit of proposed an overview (Table 2) Issue covered by the indicators and the 

various identified Goals.

Mahugnon Serge 
Djohy IDEAS For Us 26-Mar 12 24

The indicator “Percentage of young people not in education, training, or employment “, for me, does not permit 
really measuring the ‘’Youth participation in the labor force”.  You cannot mix in the same indicator the 
percentage of untrained youth, and also the percentage of unemployed youth. It is therefore possible to split 
the indicator by two indicators. The first based on the percentage of untrained young and the second based on 
the trained and unemployed young. 

Mahugnon Serge 
Djohy IDEAS For Us 26-Mar 12 25

The experience of the MDGs showed the weakness of the indicator "enrollment in education." Indeed, 
particularly in developing countries, enrollment rates have evolved exponentially but at the same time, 
retention problems and show quality are more important. So it is better to speak here of enrollment and 
retention rates for girls and boys in education.
In addition, these rates do not measure real investment in youth that goes beyond training. It will develop other 
indicators for this purpose.

Mohamed Ait 
Kadi

Global Water 
Partnership 26-Mar overarching

Water plays a unique role on our planet. The multiple challenges related to the management of water are huge. 
A changing climate and rapidly growing populations, social and economic development, globalization, and 
urbanization are among the external drivers shaping our current world. Some suggest that soon we will be 
witnessing a water crisis. Therefore, we must act before such a crisis become inevitable and irreversible. All of 
us can, and must, find ways to safeguard water and, with it, the future of humanity. 
The SDGs should set in motion new strategies governing the way we live and interact with our environment to 
ensure that there will be enough water to support, rather than constrain, development as well as future 
generations. Global sustainability is, fundamentally, about our ability to influence the future of our freshwater 
resources and the future of humanity.  
We recognize that it is a complex undertaking because water is the gossamer that links together the web of 
food, energy, climate, economic growth and human security challenges that the world faces over the next 
decades. Good management of both natural and human induced water problems requires the involvement in 
long-term collaboration of a broader set of stakeholders.  This is an exercise of stewardship of water resources 
for the greatest good of societies and environment. Stewardship is a public responsibility requiring a dynamic, 
adaptable, participatory and balanced planning and at the end of the day it is all about coordination and 
sharing. Multi-sectoral approaches are needed to address adequately the threats and opportunities relating to 
sustainable water resources management. The processes involved are decadal and need consistency and 
long term commitment to succeed.(cont.)

Mohamed Ait 
Kadi

Global Water 
Partnership 26-Mar overarching

The report states in its Annex 1 that “the SDGs will be complementary to the tools of international law, such as 
legally binding global treaties and conventions, by providing a shared normative framework that fosters 
collaboration across countries, mobilizes all stakeholders, and inspires action” While we fully endorse this 
approach, we feel that the way water is fragmented across the proposed MDGs and SDGs fails to recognize 
the scale, the complexity of the huge and multidimentional water challenge. In so doing water is treated as a 
“slave” of the other sectors instead of their limiting factor! There is a need to consider the synergies between 
long term water resource management and the need to provide water and sanitations services as well as 
meeting food, energy and ecosystems needs. This disconnect is a problem and highlights the importance of 
developing a dedicated water SDG in the context of full integrated water resource management.
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Mohamed Ait 
Kadi

Global Water 
Partnership 26-Mar Target 06a

This indicator focuses attention on irrigation. Today , 55% the gross value of our food is produced under rainfed  
conditions (green water) on nearly 72% of the harvested cropland. Improving agricultural productivity in areas 
which depend on rainfall has the greatest potential to reduce poverty and hunger especially for subsahara n 
Africa and Asia. 

Mohamed Ait 
Kadi

Global Water 
Partnership 26-Mar Target 07c

limited capacity of properly functioning water treatment facilities and lack of universal access to collective 
sewerage systems continue to plague much of the cities in developing countries.  Furthermore, the indicator 
does not address the issue of groundwater quality degradation, (a hydrocide in many cities!!) Beyond achieving  
improved water supply and sanitation, with climate change there is a need for effective drainage and flood 
protection. Thus, It is becoming crucial to consider a wider approach of water management in the cities. 

Mohamed Ait 
Kadi

Global Water 
Partnership 26-Mar Goal 8 No consideration of the water-energy nexus!

Mohamed Ait 
Kadi

Global Water 
Partnership 26-Mar Target 09c

This indicator is very simplistic and does not take into account the uneven distribution of water resources in the 
globe. Thus, it does not inform specific pathways to water resources management in water rich countries vs 
water poor countries. Furthermore the index does not take into account the exposure to water related risks. 

Jakir Hossain 
Bhuiyan Masud

Formerly 
UNICEF, 
WHO

27-Mar overarching Need special emphasize on Health Insurance, Health Information System, Tobacco Control, Investment Case 
in Health Section

Jakir Hossain 
Bhuiyan Masud

Formerly 
UNICEF, 
WHO

27-Mar 3,19 Goal 10 It may call eGovernance for Sustainable Development instead of Transform Governance and Technologies

Jakir Hossain 
Bhuiyan Masud

Formerly 
UNICEF, 
WHO

27-Mar 14 47 need to include tobacco both smoking and smokeless

Jakir Hossain 
Bhuiyan Masud

Formerly 
UNICEF, 
WHO

27-Mar 34 L21,17,26
Reliable data: data should be reliable by checking, MDG consistency: data should be consistent all countries in 
a same pattern, all indicators need to be same. Disaggregation: It should be collect the same pattern in all 
countries by a identified organization for uniqueness.

Jakir Hossain 
Bhuiyan Masud

Formerly 
UNICEF, 
WHO

27-Mar 37 Investment Case may be include to find out theimpact.

Jakir Hossain 
Bhuiyan Masud

Formerly 
UNICEF, 
WHO

27-Mar 13 Goal 5 Achieve Health and Wellbeing at all Ages
: Include  Tobacco Control status for prevention of NCDs

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar overarching

It is not clear from the preamble and supporting documentation who is in scope for these indicators. If all 
countries are expected to report, it may be worth noting that while many of the indicators appear focused on 
less developed nations, the indicators are meant for all nations regardless of their level of development. If 
instead the indicators are primarily intended for developing nations, this too should be stated clearly 
somewhere (it seems implied by the indicator focus, but this should not be left to the reader’s assumption or 
their interpretation of the “universality” dimension discussed later in the document).

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar overarching

Having data for the previous year by April 15th of the current year is an unrealistic timeline for many of the 
suggested indicators. If the data are to be based on surveys or other similar sources a 16 month timeline is 
more realistic (perhaps this is what is intended, but the text implies data are required 3 ½ months following the 
reference year). If the data are to be based on projections, models, or advanced indicators of some kind, then 
it may be possible to meet the shorter timeline, but this would not typically be the focus of work in NSOs. This 
deserves serious consideration (or some re-wording if the above interpretation is incorrect) given the 
justification for the stated timeline in the subsequent paragraphs.

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar overarching

The suggestion for disaggregation of data, while clearly desirable from a statistical standpoint, reflects a need 
for large sample sizes for survey data and has confidentiality implications for multi-dimensional disaggregation 
(e.g. by industry and metropolitan area for example). This is a significant issue that requires broader 
discussion, especially in light of the proposed timelines for indicator production.

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar overarching

100 indicators seems excessive. For example, 5 indicators might not be necessary for target 10b – could it be 
reduced  to two (one relevant to donor countries and one relevant to recipient countries)? Could this be a 
general approach (i.e. to have “a” and “b” versions of indicators that would reflect developed and developing 
countries specifically when a given indicator is not generally applicable to both) with 2-3 country-relevant 
indicators per target as a goal?

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar 10 9--1

The “universality” criterion seems to be missed here. The goal of each country reaching the next income level 
does not seem consistent with sustainability for the more developed countries – as noted in the supporting text 
high income countries are excluded. Should the specific focus mentioned here, and should an alternative 
indicator of income inequality or something more relevant to the sustainability of high income nations be 
included here?

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar 10 12--14

Later in the text, these indicators appear to be expected to cover SCP, yet there are no measures of 
consumption in the areas of energy or water use, or of solid waste production or other measures that would be 
relevant to the sustainability of high-income nations. Some consideration here may improve the universality of 
this set of indicators.

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar 10 14 The terminology in the indicator issue (release) and in the indicator (consumption) are not aligned. 

Recommend the indicator be based on releases/emissions.

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar 14 50

This indicator should reflect sustainable crop yields rather than some maximum attainable crop yield (as 
suggested in the supporting text). Suggest a re-wording to reflect this of the indicator to reflect this important 
caveat.

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar 14 52

This indicator would be influenced significantly by ecological conditions and crop type (e.g. large yields are 
possible in areas with minimal irrigation regardless of the efficiency of water management). Perhaps an 
indicator specific to dryland agriculture would be more appropriate here.

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar 15 54

A land use change matrix would be appropriate here to show the flows between land uses. The specific 
mention of forests in the indicator may preclude other conversions that may be important (e.g. wetlands 
[mentioned in the notes], grassland, urban land [relevant to developed country farmland losses, as discussed 
in the notes], etc…). The point being the summary indicator lacks the dimensionality that is critical to this issue.

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar 15 56

Is there an accepted/clear dividing line between what is climactic and what is not? (e.g. would an insect 
infestation be in scope, since this could be linked to climate through lifecycle effects or reduced crop 
tolerance?) This seems fairly difficult to define from a boundary perspective.

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar 17 56

The focus on “economic losses” seems to be related to property and infrastructure. Does this miss impacts on 
the poor which may not be adequately reflected by this focus? The lives lost per year suggested in the notes 
goes some way to capturing this, but dislocation, loss of income, etc. are important additional elements of this 
impact.

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar 17 73 Is this a “yes/no” indicator? Would a more graduated measure be appropriate – e.g. percent of planned 

reductions in relation to total required reduction in emissions?

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar 18 82

The denominator here is worth a look. Total forest area may not be relevant in this context. Perhaps area under 
exploitation, or accessible forest area makes more sense if the concern is for areas under active 
use/management?
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Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar 49 Line 15 Says national accounts need to be adjusted: “augmented” may be a better term.

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar 103 Lines 29-35

The data limitations of current international IO databases are a significant issue here. While the notion of 
demand based emissions is generally supported from an allocation perspective, the data to support this in an 
accurate way require significant improvement (the work on CREEA and other efforts in this area should thus be 
supported, and validation by countries of the harmonized data and models with un-manipulated domestic data 
should be encouraged).

Joe St. Lawrence Statistics 
Canada 27-Mar 104-105 The transport sector should be clarified as transportation activity, since transportation will be included 

regardless of the industry it belongs to, and will also include household transportation.

José Antonio 
Ramírez Flores

Programme 
for the 
Conservation 
of Forest in 
Peru – 
Ministry of 
Environment

27-Mar overarching Core Indicators", should be considered that the data provider is a national entity (country statistical agencies), 
so you have obtained official country information.

José Antonio 
Ramírez Flores

Programme 
for the 
Conservation 
of Forest in 
Peru – 
Ministry of 
Environment

27-Mar 113 82

This indicator can be supplemented with another indicator to meet national or local coverage instruments 
conservation or sustainable use of forests as a percentage of the country's forest area.
The indicator will establish the degree by which the public measures and actions support the conservation and 
sustainable management of forests.

Mahesh 
Chandrasekar

Leonard 
Cheshire 
Disability

27-Mar overarching

Realise human rights: SDGs needs to be built on a human rights-based approach, with participation, equality 
and non-discrimination as priority themes. There should be acknowledgement of the pre-existing human rights 
standards to which governments are bound, including those set out in the CRPD (Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities).

Mahesh 
Chandrasekar

Leonard 
Cheshire 
Disability

27-Mar

Addressing inequalities: The next global development partnership to eradicate poverty and transform 
economies through sustainable development must ensure that all marginalized groups who are routinely left 
out are included. These include but are not limited to groups with low income, gender and disability. All 
universal goals and national targets to end poverty, empower women and girls, achieve universal access to 
water and sanitation, health, education and sustainable livelihoods must be inclusive of, and accessible to, 
people with disabilities.

Mahesh 
Chandrasekar

Leonard 
Cheshire 
Disability

27-Mar
Disability is a cross-cutting issues in global development: All the goals need to take into account the needs of, 
impact and benefit on all persons with disabilities, including women, children, youth, indigenous peoples and 
older persons, who can be subject to violence and multiple or aggravated forms of discrimination.

Mahesh 
Chandrasekar

Leonard 
Cheshire 
Disability

27-Mar 7 4
6. Should allow, where relevant for disaggregation: If the SDGs are to address the growing inequalities, data 
disaggregation should not be optional. Therefore we would like to suggest to remove the term ‘where relevant’ 
in this section

Mahesh 
Chandrasekar

Leonard 
Cheshire 
Disability

27-Mar 8 3

Disaggregation: Data for SDGs should be disaggregated, where relevant: Instead of indicating where relevant, 
disaggregation of data should be tied to specific Goals 1,2,3,4,5 and 7 indicated in the report. Addressing 
inequalities should be the measure of success of the SDG. In addition, we would like to suggest that 
‘mechanisms should be put in place to ensure that this data is used to set targets and monitor progress. 
Targets should only be considered ‘achieved’ if they are met for all groups, including disability. ‘

Mahesh 
Chandrasekar

Leonard 
Cheshire 
Disability

27-Mar 8 3 Disaggregation: Data for SDGs should be disaggregated, where relevant, by sex, 3 urban/rural, disability (to 
include disability)

Mahesh 
Chandrasekar

Leonard 
Cheshire 
Disability

27-Mar 9 2 Indicator 2:  Proportion of persons with disabilities living below $1.25 per day

Mahesh 
Chandrasekar

Leonard 
Cheshire 
Disability

27-Mar 10 11 Ratio of persons with disabilities in employment

Mahesh 
Chandrasekar

Leonard 
Cheshire 
Disability

27-Mar 11 21 Primary school outcomes – ensure primary school outcomes are appropriately designed to measure impact on 
children with disabilities 

Mahesh 
Chandrasekar

Leonard 
Cheshire 
Disability

27-Mar 11 23 Secondary school outcomes – ensure secondary school outcomes are appropriately designed to measure 
impact on children with disabilities

Mahesh 
Chandrasekar

Leonard 
Cheshire 
Disability

27-Mar 9 4 Proportion persons with disabilities below minimum level of dietary energy consumption

Mahesh 
Chandrasekar

Leonard 
Cheshire 
Disability

27-Mar 13 37 Proportion of persons with disabilities using general health-care services, receiving needed rehabilitation 
services and assistive devices

Mahesh 
Chandrasekar

Leonard 
Cheshire 
Disability

27-Mar 13 38 Increase under-5 survival rates among children with disabilities

Melinda Kimble UN 
Foundation 27-Mar overarching

Developing and tracking this number of indicators requires time and money – which will limit amounts available 
for programming.  It would be a good idea to develop a matrix of performance to date on the MDG indicators 
and identify gaps.  We could start with this universe of indicators and build out from that knowledge base.

Melinda Kimble UN 
Foundation 27-Mar overarching

For new and composite indicators, data development, extrapolation and analysis will take time.  If we get the 
MDG indicators right we can advance the process.  Moreover, given the state of the data in certain areas 
(planetary boundaries, for example) we may need to identify a subset of countries with data and work on pilot 
approaches to developing indicators.

Melinda Kimble UN 
Foundation 27-Mar overarching

The MDGs have provided us with a foundation for health, hunger, nutrition and basic education indicators 
where the UN has extensive information.  In the environmental sphere, however, we have any number of 
groups compiling data and using different methodologies.  UNEP might be the logical agency to identify NGOs 
that have major databases (IUCN and WRI are ones that do interesting tracking on species and forests 
respectively.) Can we use these data sets in developing our indicators?

Melinda Kimble UN 
Foundation 27-Mar overarching

Respecting Planetary Boundaries is an important, but controversial goal – and within ongoing discussions 
there is little agreement on what constitutes a planetary boundary.  One of the most controversial areas is 
universal access to family planning which is very sensitive.  Using SEEA indicators is not widely accepted and 
will complicate agreement.

Melinda Kimble UN 
Foundation 27-Mar overarching

There are too many indicators – especially ones that need data and analysis.  Can we start with the MDG 
indicators and map where our data gaps are?  Can we create partnerships to develop both data and 
indicators?
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Melinda Kimble UN 
Foundation 27-Mar overarching

The UN process might consider how to develop an indicator for indoor air pollution in line with access to 
modern cooking solutions.  With new data available on health impacts of indoor air pollution a composite 
measurement that looks at access to clean cooking and reducing indoor air pollution has benefits for climate, 
health, women and children.

Melinda Kimble UN 
Foundation 27-Mar 41 6

Violence and conflict indicators are hard to develop and few fragile states have good data.  We might consider 
starting with a rule of law indicator, access within demographic quintiles to police protection, access to courts, 
etc.  Such qualitative indicators may help in identifying approaches to collect information on injuries and deaths 
in specific populations.

Melinda Kimble UN 
Foundation 27-Mar 45 10 The Delhi Group may offer more indicators that can be used to explore employment issues.

Melinda Kimble UN 
Foundation 27-Mar 47 12

Nitrogen and phosphate fluxes will take time to track in many countries – and may be expensive to develop.  It 
might be wise to explore which emerging market countries track such data and how they do it.  (Mexico and 
Brazil might have expertise to share.

Melinda Kimble UN 
Foundation 27-Mar 48 13 AOD can be measured, but it may be expensive to track?

Melinda Kimble UN 
Foundation 27-Mar 49 (T6b)

Land use conversion is important in developing composite indicators; but equally important is access to land – 
either through individual or community ownership.  Such access can make the difference in moving out of 
poverty.  UN Habitat has done extensive work on this question.

Melinda Kimble UN 
Foundation 27-Mar 82 -85 G6

UNEP and FAO are working with a number of stakeholders to advance landscape management approaches 
that address, through community management, many of the indicators outlined under this goal.  Using a 
landscape approach creates synergies and may encourage best practices without setting up differential and 
complex measurement systems that look single outcomes (water efficiency, nitrogen use) in a more holistic 
fashion.  An integrated approach would also accommodate some the rural-urban interface issues.

Melinda Kimble UN 
Foundation 27-Mar 101-103 G8

Ensuring access to clean sustainable energy for cooking, electricity, clinics, schools, etc. – is a critical 
component of sustainable development and will be essential in attaining other goals.  We need to map the 
cross-linkages in energy and water, in particular, with health, food, and economic prosperity.

Melinda Kimble UN 
Foundation 27-Mar 110-112 G9

Agree that an Ocean Index is needed, but we may need something similar for terrestrial ecosystems 
(temperate, arctic, tropical, etc.) the Red List is important for species but is an inadequate measure for 
biodiversity.

Paul Freeman

Independent 
Consultant, 
APHA, 
University of 
Washington

27-Mar overarching
After reviewing the proposed indicators, I believe that there is room for improvement regarding the inclusion of 
water, sanitation, and hygiene. Making hygiene a priority will help ensure that the investments made in other 
areas, such as gender equality, education, and healthcare, have as large an impact as possible. 

Paul Freeman

Independent 
Consultant, 
APHA, 
University of 
Washington

27-Mar overarching

Specifically I recommend the following revisions,  
Goal 3 (to Ensure Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood) should include an 
indicator for access to safe drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene in schools. WASH in schools is critical to 
ensuring the health and wellbeing of both students and teachers.  

Paul Freeman

Independent 
Consultant, 
APHA, 
University of 
Washington

27-Mar overarching Goal 5 (to Achieve Health and Wellbeing at all Ages) should also include an indicator for access to safe 
drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene (handwashing stations with soap and water) at health facilities.

Paul Freeman

Independent 
Consultant, 
APHA, 
University of 
Washington

27-Mar overarching

Goal 6 and Goal 7 (Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Prosperity and Empower Inclusive, 
Productive, and Resilient Cities, respectively), should include an indicator for access to safe drinking water, 
sanitation, and hygiene for households and an indicator for elimination of inequalities in access to water, 
sanitation, and hygiene. 

Paul Freeman

Independent 
Consultant, 
APHA, 
University of 
Washington

27-Mar overarching

I endorse the following WASH targets and would like to see the principles below fully incorporated into the 
SDG indicators.

WASH: Universal access to clean water, hygiene and sanitation

Paul Freeman

Independent 
Consultant, 
APHA, 
University of 
Washington

27-Mar overarching

By 2030 to: 

Achieve universal access to safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene for households, schools and health 
facilities;
Eliminate open defecation;
Halve the proportion of the population without access at home to safely managed drinking water and sanitation 
services; and 
Progressively eliminate inequalities in access to water, sanitation, and hygiene.

Paul Freeman

Independent 
Consultant, 
APHA, 
University of 
Washington

27-Mar overarching
General Comment. From person experience in  rural areas of 14 developing countries I note that  soap is only 
used when it is relatively affordable despite the best health promotion and improved knowledge. Promoting 
satisfactory economic growth is therefore a key part of sustaining even basic interventions to improve health.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar overarching The American Red Cross commends the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) for its work in 

proposing goals, targets and indicators to replace the Millennium Development Goals. 

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar overarching

The American Red Cross delivers humanitarian assistance when disasters strike and prepares communities 
for future crises.  We intentionally and holistically focus on building community resilience which we believe 
better addresses some of the underlying causes of disasters.  Because some risks may not have to do with 
disasters at all, we also help communities improve health conditions, increase income generation and ensure 
more reliable infrastructure.  The American Red Cross helps communities identify and prioritize their needs, 
connect to and coordinate with local government agencies and other service providers, and increase 
community cohesion to better face and recover from adversity.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar overarching

The American Red Cross appreciates that for this public consultation, SDSN requests core indicators be 
chosen with respect to their universality.  We urge SDSN to affirm the universality of disasters by 
comprehensively integrating disaster risk reduction (DRR) into the post-2015 sustainable development 
framework.      

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar overarching

While DRR, combined with climate change adaptation and mitigation, is featured as an issue covered by 
indicators for cross-cutting themes, we believe it is not sufficiently represented in this document. The 
framework for the post-2015 sustainable development goals must build on the recognition of the strong link 
between disasters and poverty, and the associated negative consequences for sustainable development.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar overarching

Disaster risk threatens to undo development progress in nearly all sectors.  Despite the existence of the Hyogo 
Framework for Action which was agreed to by all member states, integrating DRR into national or international 
planning, implementation and financing remains greatly underachieved.  Member States agreed at the Rio +20 
International Conference to address DRR “with renewed urgency in the context of sustainable development 
and poverty eradication.”
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Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar overarching To this end, DRR must be mainstreamed throughout the post-2015 sustainable development goals and evident 

in a multiplicity of targets and indicators.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar overarching We thank SDSN for this opportunity to comment on the draft Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 36 Ind. #2

A revised “MDG-continuation” indicator should track the rates of mortality, injury, joblessness and 
homelessness as a result of natural disasters over a 15-year period - disaggregated across gender, age and 
income groups.  This indicator should also track direct economic losses as a percentage of household income 
or assets as a result of disasters.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 37 Lines 42-43 In addition to measuring the percentage of the population covered by social protection programs, this indicator 

should measure the percentage of social protection programs that can scale up when a disaster hits.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 38 Ind. #4

This indicator should measure the percentage of underweight and malnourished children in years 1, 3 and 5 
following a disaster or protracted crisis.  It should also measure the percentage of a disaster-affected 
population below minimum level of dietary consumption in years 1, 3 and 5.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 58 Lines 20 –

Additional indicators that countries may consider are the percentage of schools conforming with locally and 
nationally appropriate hazard-resistant building standards; the number of days that children cannot attend 
school because of disaster impacts; the number of people killed in schools due to disasters; and the 
percentage of students who receive disaster education.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 68 Lines 19- An additional indicator that countries may consider is the rate of gender-based violence that occurs in the 

context of disasters.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 73 Lines 17-

Additional indicators that countries may consider are the proportion of existing health care facilities in hazard-
prone areas that have been assessed for levels of safety, security and preparedness; and the number of 
people killed in health facilities due to disasters.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 87 Line 34 Disaggregation of the percentage of rural populations using basic drinking water should include people 

affected by disasters.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 88 Line 22 Disaggregation of the percentage of rural population using basic sanitation should include people affected by 

disasters.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 89 Ind. #61 This indicator should allow for hazard-resistant infrastructure for drying, storing and processing agricultural 

produce. 

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 90 Lines 40-

Additional indicators that countries may consider are the percentage of critical water infrastructure in rural 
areas that is hazard-resistant and with redundant capacity, and the percentage of sanitation infrastructure in 
rural areas that is hazard-resistant.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 92 Lines 9-11 An indicator that tracks sustainable development strategies for larger urban centers should evaluate whether 

those strategies incorporate disaster risk reduction as part of sound development practices.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 94 Line 36 Disaggregation of the percentage of urban populations using basic drinking water should include people 

affected by disasters.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 95 Line 22 Disaggregation of the percentage of urban populations using basic sanitation should include people affected by 

disasters.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 96 Ind. #67

An indicator for the proportion of urban households with access to reliable public transportation should affirm 
that safe and reliable public transportation is critical for purposes of evacuation before, during and after 
disasters strike.

Wendy Ward American Red 
Cross 27-Mar 97 Line 37-

Additional indicators that countries may consider are the percentage of critical water infrastructure in urban 
centers that is hazard-resistant and with redundant capacity and the percentage of sanitation infrastructure in 
urban centers that is hazard-resistant.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar overarching

While the document is very thorough in many ways and ambitious in what it aims to achieve, there will of 
course be areas that could be seen as gaps for negotiation. At the same time, there are non-negotiable 
standards and practices that adhere to fundamental principles of human rights which we feel could be better 
reflected in the draft text. For development to be sustainable, it should also be inclusive and while the 
document consistently addresses gender based discrimination, very little reference is made to other 
marginalised groups, especially disabled people, children and youth and older people.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar overarching

Since disabled people are considered the largest minority group - around 15 % of the global population - we 
believe that it’s important to ensure that ‘disability’ is also included as a cross-cutting theme, particularly in 
Table 2. Otherwise, the global community will run the risk of falling short of its development targets again.  It is 
equally important for disability issues not to be relegated to a low priority issue, particularly now that the focus 
in being shifted from ‘what’ to ‘how’. With the ‘how’ it is also important to avoid perceiving specific target groups 
as homogenous.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar overarching Likewise, there is limited reference to children and youth, who make up almost half of the global population 

and will ultimately be the bearers of the outcomes of the goals set.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar overarching

We have a strong concern that disability has not been mainstreamed into the documents, particularly within the 
disaggregated data sections. At the moment, there has been a big push to gather more data and evidence on 
disability in order to address the discrimination disabled people face. Leaving disability issues out of this 
document would ultimately be a missed opportunity to meet the given targets.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar overarching

The document contains many outcome indicators but few process indicators to guarantee the realisation of 
desired outcomes. For example, when trying to meet targets on poverty and social exclusion (target 4b), it 
would be useful to have indicators or information that captures barriers to equality.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 30 26-33

The engagement of all stakeholders is critical to sustainability, and we agree that people living in poverty (we 
would advise against the use of inanimate terminology like ‘the poor’) are a particularly marginalised group.  
Equally important is a consideration of the accessibility of the engagement mechanisms. For example, 
disabled people - who make up disproportionate numbers of people living in poverty - are often excluded from 
engagement and implementation processes simply because communications or opportunities have not been 
made accessible to them.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 35 34 & 39 Given the above, we recommend that disability is explicitly noted as a variable.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 36 24 Even with coverage, disabled people are unable to receive such services if the internal and external 

infrastructure is not accessible to them.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 36 34-35 Since the access is a multifaceted challenge for disabled people, disaggregated data on disability is strongly 

recommended.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 37 42-43 An indicator around this suggested theme will need to give consideration to the particular demographics such 

as disability and age

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 41 23-26 Disaggregating by disability is also recommended since statistics show that disabled people disproportionately 

suffer from the impact of conflict and that they are exposed to higher levels of violence.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 42 11 Again, adding disability to this list is recommended.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 43 16-18 This data is very valuable and relevant to particular contexts and as such, we recommend it is disaggregated 

to provide an indication of the numbers of disabled children affected.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 45 15-16 Data on disability and gender would also be of use.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 46 2 & 16 Disability data is critical to address access to decent work.
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Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 54 4 Disability and gender are also important given the barriers faced due to these factors.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 54 6--9 Where applicable, additional indicators could be developed to reflect quality, such as % of teachers trained, 

minimum attendance rates, etc.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 54 23 Disability is missing here.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 54 34 Another indicator could be around the number of schools/centres fully inclusive to its students (for environment 

and learning materials)

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 55 33 Here in particular, it’s important that the indicator data is capturing why children not able to access school or 

are dropping out.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 56 15 Disability is missing here.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 57 17 Again, it’s important that the indicator data is capturing why children not able to access school or are dropping 

out

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 58 4 Just to reiterate the importance of disability in the disaggregated data.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 59 6 Recommend to include disabled people here too since they are an untapped resource in the global economy - 

due to the barriers they face

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 59 18 Disability is missing here.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 59 43 Disability is missing here.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 60 4 For all the additional indicators, it is important to factor in disability so as to address the issues of 

marginalisation and non-participation of a significant number of people

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 61 33 There are numerous cases of disabled children who are also denied their right to identity and existence by 

their parents for reasons associated with stigma and neglect.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 61 36 It will be challenging to find people who have been ‘hidden’ from society so data gathering approaches need to 

reflect this anticipated barrier.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 61 38 Could this be connected to UNFPA’s work too?

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 62 38 & 40 Consider disability in the review. It is also important to capture the barriers to participation.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 63 38 Important to extend these indicators to include disability too.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 65 19 We strongly support the suggestion to include disability in the disaggregated data.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 67 4

Disabled women and girls experience higher rates of violence including neglect, abandonment, abuse and 
sexual exploitation than their non-disabled peers. They are subject to double discrimination on account of 
gender and disability and yet very little has been done to directly address this within mainstream GBV 
initiatives. It is therefore strongly recommended that this issue is highlighted within this section.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 67 12

Women and girls with disabilities experience violence in many ways through ‘trusted people’ beyond an 
intimate partner – e.g. in their homes or in institutions, at the hands of members of their immediate family, 
caregivers or strangers. This indicator could be expanded to reflect this.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 67 28 Disability is missing.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 67 30 In various contexts, data gathering on such a sensitive issue can place the person being violated in more 

danger.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 68 2 During the reporting and follow up process, there is a risk that many women and girls with learning and 

communication difficulties will not be able to benefit from the system (if one exists).

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 69 42

Actually being able to access primary health care services is known to be a challenge for disabled people and 
their families. This often leads to the deterioration of a person’s health condition or even be the cause of a long-
term impairment. It is therefore critical that disability is included in the disaggregated data.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 69 44 Following on from the previous comment, in addition to travel time and cost, the barriers for disabled people 

include other factors such as inaccessible infrastructure and poor communication mechanisms.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 70 34 Recommendation for data to also be disaggregated by disability.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 71 13 There is no mention here of the interrelationship between mental health and areas affected by conflict or post-

conflict.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 71 23 It would be important to have an additional indicator on the percentage number of disabled people receiving 

essential assistive aids and devices.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 71 38 Compliance with building accessibility standards should also be adhered to.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 75 2 Disability is missing here.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 75 36 Disability is missing here.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 76 8 Disability is missing here.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 76 30 Disability is missing here.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 77 14 Given the barriers in accessing health that disabled people face, we recommend that disability is included 

here.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 78 28 Disability is missing here.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 80 25 Disability is missing here, especially since disabled people are subjected to constant discrimination and 

exclusion which consequently influences individual well-being and positive mood.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 80 27 How does this indicative measure take into consideration people with mental health illnesses?

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 87 12 Recommendation for data for indicators 57 & 58 to be disaggregated by disability given the lack of accessible 

WASH facilities.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 93 6 Recommend to include disability too.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 94 13 Recommendation for data for indicators 57 & 58 to be disaggregated by disability given the lack of accessible 

WASH facilities.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 96 18 Recommend that this noted as reliable and accessible.

Yana Zayed AbleChildAfric
a 27-Mar 96 34 Recommend that disability is included here.
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Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar overarching

There is general consensus across all of the post-2015 strands (OWG, HLP, EFA, UNESCO consultations) 
regarding the importance of equitable access to good quality education and skills for all children, youth and 
adults that result in quality learning outcomes. The challenge is to extend this consensus into an agreement for 
a small set of targets and indicators that measure what is most important regarding access, quality and equity.

Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar overarching

Targets could be improved:  Words in targets are at times not defined or the definition could be more precise, 
are inconsistent from one target to the next, or are not clear enough. Targets can and should extend beyond 
the available indicators. But across targets, there are questions on whether some elements are really 
measureable (especially in relation to quality).  What is the thinking on how to keep the less measureable 
elements of targets that are important, while coming up with something useable?  

Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar overarching
It is important that age groups for definition of indicators are defined in collaboration with sector experts rather 
than by demographic and population statisticians alone. For example, for young children the age grouping 
should be reconsidered.

Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar overarching Additional disaggregation by age, location, wealth, etc. may be possible where household survey data sources 
are available.

Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar overarching
It would be important to have a target in relation to youth and adult literacy (either through self-reported or 
directly assessed methods).  This was an MDG indicator with good coverage, which changes more slowly for 
the adult than the youth population. Direct assessment is becoming more common, which would be preferable.

Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar Targ. 3b

All children under the age of 5 reach their developmental potential through access to quality early childhood 
development programs and policies.
· “Under the age of 5” is unclear: does it mean ≤5 or <5 years? The target should more explicitly state the age 
ranges it refers to; specifically if it refers to children up to 60 months
· “Developmental potential” should be replaced by “age-appropriate development”. 
· The meaning of “access…to policies” is not clear. 

Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar 12 I.18

Proportion of children receiving at least one year of a quality pre-primary education program
· There is inconsistency between ECD (as the ‘issue’ to be monitored) and the proposed indicator (which refers 
only to early childhood education).  In ISCED 2011 ECE includes both pre-primary AND early childhood 
educational development (which is a subset of ECD).This is the most robust and measurable of the pre-
primary proposals for targets, but it needs to be refined so that the target group is clear; i.e., proportion of 5-6 
year olds. An indicator needs to be added as access to pre-primary education is insufficient to describe access 
to ECD. Indicators should include health and nutrition, and included in the cross-cutting themes.
· The target age group needs to be specified. Should it focus more specifically on cohort prior to entry to 
primary education? The age group differs by national education system – rather than specifying age groups, 
refer to “children of pre-primary school age”
• Quality is currently not assessed and there is no global consensus on the definition of quality.  World Bank 
does not seem to be a likely source of global data.  Does the reference to World Bank refer to data on 
presence of national quality monitoring systems through SABER-ECD?  Those data can provide some but 
limited information on the actual delivery of quality ECCE. 

Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar 12 I.19

Early Child Development Index (ECDI)
• Correct the ‘issue’ from “access to ECD programs” to “measurement of children’s developmental status” 
(maybe it is just a typo).
• Measurement at three age points is recommended: 
- at age 2 (in collaboration with collection of health and nutrition indicators)
- between the ages of three and five, through MICS ECDI; 
- at age 6 at the start of primary school
Further indicator development for children under age three years and at age 6 is needed.  Work is underway 
by UNESCO, WHO and UNICEF. The proposed indicator could include the percentage of children 
developmentally on track as measured by regional and/or national assessments of young children’s 
development. 
• ECDI is currently available only from MICS and the number of items may be inadequate for accurate 
assessments of children’s development.  In order to generate global/regional estimates, the coverage needs to 
be further expanded by not only MICS but other international/regional/national surveys.  

Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar Targ. 3b

All girls and boys receive quality primary and secondary education that focuses on a broad range of learning 
outcomes and on reducing the dropout rate to zero.
• The following terms need to be defined: “quality” and “broad range of learning outcomes.” Recognizing that 
cross-national measures of literacy, numeracy and in some cases science domains are collected at present.
• Rephrase target to “All girls and boys complete primary and lower secondary education achieving at least a 
minimum learning standard in [subjects to be specified to be consistent with indicators]”
• The focus should be on lower secondary, which is more likely part of compulsory schooling.
• The zero-targets (all children, dropout rate to zero etc.) may be inspirational but not achievable. 

Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar 12 20

Primary completion rates for girls and boys
• The concept is appropriate but different indicator definitions (e.g. cohort primary completion rate, gross intake 
rate to the last grade, survival rates, etc.) yield different, even conflicting, estimates. 
• The indicator should capture inequalities beyond gender, which may call for a household survey based 
definition. This in turn can also yield different estimates. 
• A lagging rather than leading indicator, it doesn’t capture progress until 5-6 years later; consider 
complementing with other indicators of entry, participation and progression.
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Albert Motivans, 
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Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
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Advisory 
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indicators

28-Mar 12 21

[Proportion of girls and boys who master a broad range of foundational skills, including in literacy and 
mathematics by the end of the primary school cycle (based on credibly established national benchmarks)]
• There is potential inconsistency between ‘broad range’ and ‘foundational skills’. Realistically, data could only 
become available on literacy and numeracy; this should be reflected in the indicator. 
• Use consistent terminology (e.g. literacy and mathematics in indicator 21 but reading and mathematics in 
indicator 23)
• Who will define and review ‘credibly established national benchmarks’? There is a need to move to an 
international benchmark and build assessment mechanisms around it.
• The indicator should capture not only those children who reach the end of primary school cycle but all 
children of that cohort whether they reached the end of primary school cycle or not. Due to difficulties with late 
entry and repetition, consider the use of data on attainment among an older age cohort.

Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar 12 22

Secondary completion rates for girls and boys
• Focus on lower secondary education for two reasons
-        Universal secondary completion is a premature target for most developing countries. 
-        Data systems for upper secondary (including vocational) education are not well developed. 
• Comments used for indicator 20 apply here as well.

Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar 12 23

[Proportion of girls and boys who achieve proficiency across a broad range of learning outcomes, including in 
reading and in mathematics by end of the secondary schooling cycle (based on credibly established national 
benchmarks)]
• Focus on end of lower secondary schooling cycle for reasons discussed under indicator 22.
• Comments used for indicator 21 apply here as well.

Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar Targ. 3c Ensure that all youth transition effectively into the labor market
• No comment

Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar 13 24

Percentage of young people not in education, training, or employment
• There is a risk that the indicator will not be globally informative (with employment indicators not capturing well 
whether young people transition ‘effectively’ in the labor markets) 
• Define youth explicitly as those aged 15-24 years. 

Albert Motivans, 
Manos Antoninis, 
Hiro Hattori, 
Abbie Raikes, 
Nyi Nyi Thaung, 
Michael Ward

UNESCO 
Technical 
Advisory 
Group for post-
2015 
education 
indicators

28-Mar 13 25

Tertiary enrollment rates for girls and boys
• The indicator is not well linked to the target.
Even if we stick with this indicator:
• Do not use “girls” and “boys”. 
• Gross enrolment ratios are not informative measures.

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar overarching I welcome the general  proposals  for goals and targets. I have specific comments on some of the indicators. 
These fit within a general set of concerns which  I outline here. 

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar overarching

I am concerned with the indicators for Goals 1 and 6 and the links between them, specifically as regards 
poverty, food security and nutrition, and sustainable agricultural productivity. There are strong interlinkages 
between these: 
A. poverty incidence and depth   is strongly affected by food prices through real income effects  for food buyers  
- with both the urban and rural poor being net food buyers; 
B. productivity of agricultural labour is critical for the welfare of the rural poor, and (in poor agrarian economies) 
to broad based (pro-poor) economic growth;
C. productivity of agricultural labour is also related to the use and productivity of applied nitrogen and water;
D. agriculture is a major emitter of greenhouse gases, and therefore productivity per unit ghg emitted , or  ghg 
emitted per unit produced, should be an issue of concern 
An indicator is needed for each of these issues.  However these indicators must take account of key 
challenges posed by global and local food price instability and likely rising food prices as economic growth and 
rising incomes drive up demand for livestock products and hence demand for livestock feed.  This is a major 
issue for 
• sustainable development: low food prices ,  despite the problems of cheap poor quality food, are critical for 
early economic growth (indeed early economic development arguably involves the process of food prices 
falling relative to incomes to allow increased expenditure on non-food expenditure);
• the welfare, food security, and nutritional status of poor people as they are adversely affected by high food 
prices;
• the metrics for measuring all the above and for measuring the productivity of agriculture (critical to the 
indicators under this target):  aggregation across different products is usually done using prices and measures 
of economic value, but this makes measures of productivity highly dependent upon interactions between crop 
and livestock choice on the one hand and changing prices over time on the other. (cont.)
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Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar overarching

Thus increases in food prices will raise the productivity of food production in monetary terms but will not 
represent any increase in physical productivity. However they will, perversely, lead to increased food insecurity 
and poverty and decreased nutrition and nutritional status in vulnerable food buying populations in both rural 
and urban areas. 
A relatively simple set of indicators can address the issues set out about while allowing for the effects of 
changing food prices. 
A. The Minimum Calorie Expenditure Share (or MCES) is the minimum proportion or share of total annual 
income or expenditure that must be spent on achieving a certain proportion of minimum calorie requirements. 
If calculated for the lowest income decile in specified populations it can provide an effective indicator of 
changes in food affordability for food insecure people.  The Minimum Calorie Expenditure Share is calculated 
as some proportion of the annual minimum calories required per person multiplied by the average price per 
kcal from staples consumed divided by average annual income per person in a specified income group or 
population (such as the lowest income decile in a population). It is closely related to the Food Expenditure 
Ratio set out in Dorward (2013) as it uses the same data but is more intuitive and simpler to calculate. New 
FAO systems collecting domestic price data also allow its calculation using domestic prices instead of the 
international prices used by Dorward.
MCES = min. annual calories per person x staple price per kcal  / annual income per person 
B. An effective indicator of agricultural labour productivity that addresses problems posed by changing food 
prices is the Calorie Equivalent Productivity of Agricultural Labour (or CEPAL) which is the value added  of 
agricultural production (across the national agricultural sector or across specific regions or production systems) 
divided by the agricultural labour force in the sector (or specific production system or region), divided  by the 
average price per kcal of available staples. Dorward (2013) presents an equivalent methodology for the 
calculation of Cereal (rather than calorie) Productivity of Agricultural Labour.  
CEPAL = value added / (average price per kcal staples  x agricultural labour force) (cont.)

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar overarching

C. The proposed indicator for staple crop yields (indicator 50) focusses on yield gaps. There are however 
major difficulties in consistently and appropriately identifying  maximum attainable yield for different crops in 
different circumstances. A better indicator might be Calorie Equivalent Land Yield (or CELY) as this provides a 
consistent measure of actual yields averaged across all staples or across particular production systems in 
particular areas. This is calculated as value added per ha (across the national agricultural sector or across 
specific regions or production systems) divided by the average price per kcal from staples consumed.  
Dorward (2013) presents a methodology for the calculation of Cereal (rather than calorie) Equivalent Land 
Yield. Annual variability in this will reflect changes in yield, changes input prices, and (for livestock products 
and non staple crops) changes in prices. 
CELY = value added  per ha / average price per kcal staples 
D.  The proposed indicator for sustainability of agriculture (indicator 51) focusses on crop nitrogen use 
efficiency.  This has a number of conceptual limitations. 
• The critical issue in nitrogen use is not how much of the applied nitrogen is captured in the harvested crop but 
how much extra production is generated by nitrogen applied.
• Nitrogen is not the only input which needs to be applied efficiently to avoid pollution on the one hand and 
resource depletion on the other (depending on the input in question). Phosphorous is an example of another 
important nutrient that needs to be used efficiently. 
• There is no measure of values and hence of economic efficiency in nitrogen use. (cont.)

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar overarching

The indicator is also likely to face data availability problems. A better indicator would be the Calorie Equivalent 
Productivity of Inorganic Fertiliser (or CEPIF) calculated as the value added in production (across the national 
agricultural sector or across specific regions or production systems) divided by the average price per kcal of 
available staples divided by the value of inorganic fertilisers used in sector or specific region or production 
system.
CEPIF = value added / (average price per kcal staples  x value inorganic fertiliser use)
E. A similar indicator can be applied for water, to replace indicator 52. Here Calorie Equivalent Productivity of 
Water (CEPWa) would be identical to the CEPAL and CEPIF above except that the labour force or fertiliser 
cost denominators would be replaced by irrigation water use.
CEPWa = value added / (average price per kcal of staples  x irrigation water use)
F. A similar approach, based on cereal equivalents, can be used for indicator 53 to standardise the valuation of 
food losses.
G. Finally, the proposed indicator for GHG emissions in the Agriculture, Forest and other Land Use (AFOLU) 
sector  (indicator 71) focusses on total emissions.  This has a number of conceptual limitations. 
• As a score card it would be helpful if emissions were expressed on a standard per unit basis to allow for 
comparisons across countries, production systems or regions – this is not possible with an indicator that looks 
only at total emissions, since emissions will vary with scale of the sector, production system or region. 
• Such comparisons would also be useful for management purposes as the indicator could help policy makers 
and managers with the identification and potential promotion of systems with lower per unit emissions. 
• There is no measure of values and hence of economic efficiency in ghg emissions. (cont.)

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar overarching

To address these issues indicator 77 should be amended by dividing net ghg emissions for a sector, specific 
region or production system by the calorie equivalent value of production. The GHG per Calorie Equivalent 
(GHGCE) would be calculated as  Net GHG emissions (tCO2e) in the Agriculture, Forest and other Land Use 
(AFOLU) sector or specific production system or region divided by the value added from the sector or specific 
production system or region multiplied by the average price per kcal of available staples. (Note that the 
indicator is defined as net emissions per cereal equivalent production rather than cereal equivalent production 
per net emissions to allow for zero or negative emissions). 
GHGCE = (GHG emissions x  average price per kcal of staples) / value added

These indicators meet many of the requirements of indicators as set out in the SDSN indicators report: 
• They share a common logic, structure and data system and data set (using cereal equivalents measured by 
value added divided by the average price per kcal of available staples), and this data is currently available.  
• They can used as report cards and for management purposes 
• They provide standardised valuations which for staple food crops are not affected by changes in staple food 
crop prices but for other agricultural products provide valuations based on the opportunity cost of not producing 
food
• They are intuitively simple and accessible
• They can be spatially or functionally disaggregated  (depending on data systems)
• MCES can be rapidly calculated – annually or more frequently – in response to changes in domestic staple 
food prices.

Reference: Dorward, A. 2013. Agricultural labour productivity, food prices and sustainable development 
impacts and indicators. Food Policy, 39 (0), 40-50. (available under open access) 
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Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 9 4

Replace this indicator with Minimum Calorie Expenditure Share (or MCES)  as explained under (A) above. This 
indicator is a powerful measure of food insecurity. Alternatively value of indicator 5 very much depends on the 
quality of the data and indicator. Data quality is likely to be poor. There is an argument for putting the current 
indicator 5 as a tier 2 additional indicator while it is being developed and tested, and this would be another way 
of making room for the Minimum Calorie Expenditure Share since a high expenditure share on staple calories   
crowds out expenditure on higher value micronutrient rich foods.

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 14

Insert new indicator Calorie Equivalent Productivity of Agricultural Labour (CEPAL) as explained under (B) 
above. This is a major issue. I am not in a position to identify the best specific  indicator to replace this with 
one, but would argue that this is a more important indicator than indicator 50 (as for most systems crop yield is 
subsumed within labour productivity). If measures of production are all expressed net of losses then indicator 
53 could be replaced (moved to tier 2 additional indicator).

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 14 50 Replace crop yield gap indicator by Calorie Equivalent Land Yield (or CELY) as explained under (C) above

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 14 51 Replace crop nitrogen efficiency indicator by Calorie Equivalent Productivity of Inorganic Fertiliser (or CEPIF) 
as explained under (D) above

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 14 52 Insert Calorie Equivalent Productivity of Water (CEPWa) as indicator as explained under (E) above

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 14 53 Insert Calorie Equivalent Food Loss Percentage as indicator as explained under (F) above

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 18 77 Replace Net GHG emissions in the Agriculture, Forest and other Land Use (AFOLU) sector (tCO2e)  by GHG 
per Calorie Equivalent (GHGCE) as explained under (G) above.

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 22-27 Modify text to accommodate indicator changes as described above

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 37 8 Add Minimum Calorie Expenditure Share as new indicator as explained  above
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Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 38, 39 Replace indicators 4 or 5 by Minimum Calorie Expenditure Share as new indicator as explained  above

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 82 27 Replace indicator 50 by Calorie Equivalent Productivity of Agricultural Labour or by Calorie Equivalent Land 
Yield as explained under (B) and (C) above

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 83 3 Replace indicator 51 by Calorie Equivalent Productivity of Inorganic Fertiliser (or CEPIF) as explained under 
(D) above

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 83 31 Replace indicator 52 by Calorie Equivalent Productivity of Water as explained under (E) above

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 84 1 Replace indicator 53 by Calorie Equivalent Productivity of Agricultural Labour or by Calorie Equivalent Food 
Loss Percentage as indicator as explained under (B) and (F) above

Andrew Dorward

 Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy, 
SOAS 
(University of 
London), 
LCIRAH

28-Mar 106 10 Replace indicator 77 by GHG per Calorie Equivalent as explained under (G) above

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar overarching

Sightsavers very much welcomes the SDSN set of suggested indicators, which we believe will help to move 
the debate forward and provide concrete examples of how some difficult to measure issues can be supported 
through strong indicators. We welcome the opportunity to comment on the suggested indicators and look 
forward to a robust set of suggested indicators and goals being fed into the UN Secretary General's proposals 
and the international negotiations in the run up to 2015.

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar overarching

Sightsavers welcomes the decision by the SDSN to limit the number of indicators to around 100. This is a 
difficult balancing act, as fewer indicators are easier to communicate - and better communication and 
awareness will lead to greater accountability - whereas the complex nature of poverty and inequality is difficult 
to capture without a wide range of indicators. Sightsavers recognises this as a compromise that needs to be 
made and believes that 100 indicators is a wise benchmark.

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar overarching

The post-2015 framework will, and should, require a significant investment in data collection. As the SDSN 
paper recognises, data disaggregation is critical to ensuring the goals contribute to reductions in inequality, but 
this will need significant investment as data disaggregation is often weak even in richer countries. In addition, 
the recognition that the lag in data collection and publication has limited the impact of the MDGs on public 
policy setting and the need to address this in the post-2015 framework, means that collecting real-time data is 
a step-change we need to make. This is, however, expensive, technically difficult and will require significant 
political commitment to achieve.

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar overarching

Sightsavers believes that it is critical that the new framework is ambitious about the data needed and the 
speed at which it is collected. We welcome the point made in the SDSN report that data can function as both a 
reporting mechanism and a management tool. However, for this to be the case, data collection not only needs 
increased investment but also new and innovative ways to collect it. In this sense, data collection, with 
disaggregation across a range of social, economic and cultural factors, needs to be integrated within the work 
of all agencies involved in delivering the goals, including UN, donors, government, NGOs and CSOs.

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar overarching

The world will be a very different place in 2030, and therefore there is a need for flexibility within the indicators 
to keep up with and recognise the role of technological innovation. The "data revolution" should be stimulated 
by an ambitious set of indicators, with an emphasis placed on the need for technological innovation at all levels 
- from community through to "big data".

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar overarching

Whilst we welcome this paper on suggested indicators, we do think that there is a need for them to be more 
aspirational and not just reflect the data sets we currently have. The indicators should place the onus on UN 
agencies to stimulate better, more accurate, faster and disaggregated data, but it should look the harness the 
growth in citizen-led perception based data collection. Whilst we recognise that this sort of data does not 
provide the same level of quality as bigger data sets, it would help to drive citizen accountability if citizen-led 
data was used in both reporting and management.
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Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar overarching

We comment on specific indicators that we feel could do with strengthening or specific reference to data 
disaggregation. We do, however, welcome the statement in the report that relevant data should be 
disaggregated by factors, like disability, that are often linked to social inequality.

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar 9 3--5

Whilst we welcome these indicators, we feel that they do not go far enough in recognising that link between 
WASH, nutrition and health. These indicators could be strengthened by including an indicator on the number of 
instances of diarrhoeal disease in children under the age of five, in order to measure the impact of increased 
uptake of WASH services and behaviours; in addition, there should be an indicator on diseases related to poor 
food hygiene, measuring diseases like e-coli and cysticercosis. This could be under this goal 1 or goal 6.

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar 11 22

We welcome this indicator, but it needs to be disaggregated by social and economic inequality to ensure that 
the poorest and most marginalised are not left behind. This is especially true for persons with disabilities. We 
recommend that this indicator is disaggregated by both groups of social inequality and income quintiles.

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar 12 24 We welcome this indicator, but feel that it should be broadened to include access and uptake of inclusive life-

long learning.

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar 12 28

Whilst we welcome this indicator, we do feel it could go further in order to ensure that the system itself 
becomes more inclusive and accessible, as the current indicator only measures the top of the system. We 
suggest, for this to be a management as well as a report card, this should measure political involvement at 
local level, in addition to national and regional levels. It should also measure proportion of women and 
minorities working in the public sector and in levels of responsibility in the government (for example, cabinet 
members).

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar 12 30/31

We welcome the inclusion of income inequality, but we are concerned that these indicators do not represent 
the multi-faceted nature of inequalities, especially social inequalities based on factors like disabilities. 
Improving equity is more than simply removing discrimination, but changing the social structures that embed 
inequality, including measures like mainstreaming accessibility, inclusive education and disability-friendly 
employment practices. These indicators do not fully represent the breadth of inequalities and we recommend 
at least one indicator looking at reducing policies that are not inclusive.

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar 13 34

We recommend that the development of this indicator is in line with the set of indicators being developed by 
the WHO and World Bank Group for Universal Health Coverage. We also would argue that eye health should 
be included as a proven health intervention, a strong measure of wider service quality and as a set of services 
that have a significant impact on promoting wider social and economic equity.

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar 1 35

Experience and increasing evidence shows that reducing out-of-pocket expenditure is critical to improving 
health outcomes and reducing inequalities. However, in line with the World Bank and WHO Discussion Paper, 
Monitoring Process towards Universal Health Coverage at Country and Global Levels: A Framework, 
Sightsavers believes that this indicator should measure catastrophic expenditure in addition to out-of-pocket 
expenditure. As the WHO and World Bank argue, this will give a more rounded view of the impact of health 
financing on health outcomes and inequality.

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar 15 57/58 We welcome the inclusion of these indicator, which are based on current usage and work well to measure 

access to and usage of water and sanitation services.

Andrew Griffiths Sightsavers 
International 28-Mar 16 67

Recognising that this is underneath an urban focused goal, access to transport is not simply an urban issue 
and is often more critical in remote rural areas. We therefore recommend this indicator looks at national access 
to accessible public transportation, which will include both urban and rural areas - this would link to and 
strengthen indicator 59

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar WSPA appreciates the opportunity to comment on the indicators proposed at this point in the process.

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar WSPA supports the premise that there is scope to develop new indicators to help effectively capture and 
assess progress on targets and goals.

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar

While WSPA agrees that the SDGs are people centered, we argue that the interaction between humans and 
animals affects human development and animal welfare. Animals are part of the eco-system and provide 
essential services to humans, including food, income, power, security, companionship, etc. The manner in 
which humans interact with animals affects both the quantity and quality of the services that animals can 
provide. Therefore, capturing the effects of that interaction through one or more indicators, similar to indicators 
that capture human interaction with other elements in the environment (e.g. land, water, etc.) will significantly 
enhance both the reporting and management function of the indicator framework.

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar
WSPA proposes the inclusion of indicators that are able to reflect the effects of human-animal interaction in 
four areas: (i) Disaster Risk Reduction; (ii) Sustainable Agriculture, Food Security and Nutrition; (iii) Marine 
resources, Oceans and seas; and (iv) Public Health. 

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar

WSPA suggests that Disaster Risk Reduction must focus on protecting human life as well as the ability of 
humans to live sustainable and productive lives. Therefore, indicators that capture the ability to protect key 
productive assets, including livestock, working animals, tools and seeds must be part of the indicator 
framework.

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar

WSPA proposes that there are indicators that are relevant to targets on the eradication of hunger and 
nutritional sufficiency, and, at the same time reflect the furtherance of social goals including animal welfare. In 
particular, an indicator such as the percentage increase in small-holder yields would reflect both the health of 
the main source of food for those that are food insecure and the health of the key productive assets available 
to small-holder producers, including land, water, seeds, livestock and working animals.

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar

WSPA argues that Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) are perhaps the most effective route to protecting and 
restoring both the health and productivity of marine eco-systems. Therefore, an indicator capturing the extent 
to which the world’s critical ocean habitats are protected by an MPA would be a key indicator of Ocean health. 
Secondly, an indicator capturing the reduction in the incidence of Marine Debris will be essential
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Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar The prevalence and health of marine top predators is perhaps the most effective indicator to measure Ocean 
health and productivity and must be seriously considered for inclusion in the indicator framework.

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar

Without effective antibiotics the goal of ensuring adequate and affordable healthcare for all will prove 
impossible to achieve. The fast rising occurrence of antibiotic resistance in humans, in part caused by the 
massive non-therapeutic and preventative use of human antibiotics in livestock production (primarily for growth 
promotion) is therefore a serious cause of concern. To be able to manage this properly, the inclusion of an 
indicator reflecting the relative proportion of antibiotics produced/sold for use in food producing animals must 
be considered.

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar Pg. 37

Additional 
indicators 

that 
countries 

may 
consider in 

relation to a 
target on 

ending 
hunger.

WSPA suggests that there is scope to include indicators which contribute to the alleviation of hunger and 
increase food security through better farming practices that can lead to better nutritional, environmental and 
societal outcomes:

Indicator: % increase in small-holder yields

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar Pg. 38 Indicator 4

Given that for every 100 calories of human food used as animal feed only 30 calories of meat or milk are 
produced it would make sense that indicator 4 is accompanied by indicators that reflect the number of calories 
produced and the number of calories lost through the use of human food for purposes other than human food.

For instance, the proportion of cereals used for animal feed could be included. Lead agency for such an 
indicator would be the FAO.

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar Pg. 71

Additional 
indicators 

that 
countries 

may 
consider in 

relation to a 
target on 
ensuring 
universal 
coverage 

by 
adequate 

and 
affordable 

healthcare.

Without effective antibiotics the goal of ensuring adequate and affordable healthcare for all will prove 
impossible to achieve. The fast rising occurrence of antibiotic resistance in humans, in part caused by the 
massive non-therapeutic and preventative use of human antibiotics in livestock production (primarily for growth 
promotion) is therefore a serious cause of concern. 

To be able to manage this properly, the inclusion of an indicator reflecting the relative proportion of antibiotics 
produced/sold for use in food producing animals must be considered. Such an indicator would fall under the 
OneHealth paradigm and as such could be jointly covered by the FAO/WHO/OIE as lead agencies

With 75% of all new and emerging infectious diseases being zoonotic in nature (according to the WHO), the 
prevention of the emergence of new zoonotic diseases would be a key preventative health care measure. 

An indicator such as: the proportion of new and emerging infectious diseases being zoonotic would be an 
indicator of the prevalence of new diseases occurring as well as the effectiveness of efforts to prevent the 
occurrence of new zoonotic diseases. Again, a joint FAO/WHO/OIE lead role for this indicator must be 
considered.

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar Pg. 84 Indicator 53

Food loss and waste occurs in all agricultural sectors (crops, livestock, fisheries and forestry) and during both 
the production and consumption phase. As such the inclusion of the phrase ‘post-harvest’ must be avoided as 
it implies that the issue applies only for one agricultural sector and only during a distinct part of the full food 
supply chain. 

Moreover, in countries where food insecurity is most prevalent, preventing food loss during the production 
phase of the food supply chain is critical as food waste in these countries is negligible.

In addition, given that the usage of human food as animal feed represents a 70 percent loss in caloric value, 
WSPA would argue that the usage of human food as animal feed must be either included in indicator 53 or 
proposed as a separate indicator that is linked to indicator 53. Such an additional indicator could be: the 
proportion of cereals/pulses/oil crops used for animal feed

Lead agency for such an indicator could be the FAO

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar Pg. 84

Additional 
indicators 

that 
countries 

may 
consider

WSPA believes that sustainable livestock production is a core component of sustainable agriculture. Nearly a 
billion people rely on livestock for their income, livelihoods and food security. As part of this target around 
sustainable agriculture, WSPA would suggest an illustrative indicator on sustainable livestock production: 
proportion of food stocks produced through indigenous and sustainable farming, including sustainable 
livestock, fishing and forestry practices.

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar Pg. 84

Additional 
indicators 

that 
countries 

may 
consider

WSPA has serious concerns about the proposal for the indicator: Livestock yield gap (actual yield as a % of 
attainable yield) as this has in the past led to too much of a singular focus on improving the feed conversion 
ratio which has serious negative consequences maintaining genetic diversity, biodiversity loss, resource use, 
greenhouse gas emissions, etc. Simply stating that the livestock yield gap has to be considered in conjunction 
with other indicators expressing efficiency of critical resources will not be sufficient. Instead an indicator that 
includes the type of action that would produce sustainable outcomes would be preferred. For instance, 
indicators that focus on livestock health or resilience to local circumstances are more likely to direct action that 
results in sustainable outcomes. Indicators that could be considered are:

·     Access to veterinary services (# of veterinary services per 100,000 inhabitants, etc.)
·     Proportion of livestock breeds that are local
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Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar Pg. 86 Indicator 56

We welcome Indicator 56 that measures losses in rural areas due to natural disasters, disaggregated by 
climatic and non-climatic events.

We also welcome the statement that “[e]ffective adaptation measures are needed to reduce the economic and 
social impact of natural disasters, including extreme climatic events, on agriculture and rural areas.”

However, we would prefer that this indicator would be more specifically focused on those productive assets 
that determine the extent of economic losses experienced by those that are most vulnerable to disasters. As 
such we would want to propose that indicator 56 is accompanied by more detailed indicators that focus on key 
productive assets such as livestock, working animals, tools and seeds.

Such indicators could include:

·      Number of animals (disaggregated by type of animal)
·      Percentage of disaster risk reduction expenditure that targets the protection of productive assets such 
livestock, working animals, tools and seeds
·      Productive asset losses

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar Pg. 90 Indicator 62

We strongly support indicator 62 but believe that this can be strengthened by disaggregation by the agricultural 
extension services that can/should be provided. For instance, the provision of veterinary services will have a 
significant and sustainable productivity effect for small-scale livestock holders. 

Indicator to be added: Access to veterinary services (# of veterinary services per 100,000 inhabitants, etc.)

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar Pg. 110 Indicator 79

While WSPA agrees that no single variable is available to track the health of complex ocean and coastal 
systems, we would argue that the prevalence and health of marine top predators is the best available proxy 
indicator for this.  This aspect is currently not captured in the Ocean Health Index as this index is too closely 
focused on the human usage of the marine ecosystems. 

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar Pg. 111 Indicator 81

WSPA strongly supports this indicator in both its composite and more simplified form. While it is true that 
coverage spread by Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) will not provide information on the effectiveness of the 
management of the protected area, the inclusion of the simplified form of this indicator would signal the type of 
action that is required to enhance marine environment health and biodiversity. 

Arjan van 
Houwelingen

World Society 
for the 
Protection of 
Animals 
(WSPA)

28-Mar Pg. 117

Additional 
indicators 

that 
countries 

may 
consider

Given that there is global agreement already that the issue of marine debris must be tackled, it would make 
sense for the sustainable development indicator framework to include an indicator on the prevalence of marine 
debris.  

Indicators that could be considered can be:

·     # of discarded fishing nets per square 100 kilometers
·     size (in square kilometers) of marine debris fields 

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar overarching

We are calling for disaggregation of the indicators as far as possible in order not to repeat the same mistake 
we made in the current framework. Learning from the MDGs and the need to address inequity, we emphasise 
on the importance to ‘leave no one behind’, with particular focus needed on the poorest, most vulnerable and 
marginalised people, everywhere. It is commonly recognised that national averages conceal disparities and 
inequities. Whenever possible, disaggregation must include gender, age, disability, education, geography, 
ethnicity, income, migrant status, marital status, sexual orientation and sexual identity to better prioritize and 
target vulnerable and marginalized groups.

It is essential that the framework captures the rate of progress against milestones of those different population 
groups. This will be critical for mobilising political will, holding governments to account and ensuring equity is 
prioritise as a guiding principle.
In order to achieve this, we need to improve our data collection and statistics systems.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar overarching We welcome the efforts made on the links between sectors. The report provides a cross--‐ cutting framework 

to improve sustainable development in its three dimensions.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar overarching

In general the level of detail regarding the environmental related issues, such as planetary boundaries, 
agriculture, cities, climate change ecosystems, technologies, is much more elaborated than the social targets 
and indicators. Social targets and indicators are equally important to reach sustainable development and 
should therefore be taken up in the same level of detail.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar overarching

"Regarding health specifics, the Goal 5 is making important shift towards a holistic approach and we can only 
support the efforts to strengthen health systems while responding to urgent needs and specific burden of 
diseases.
However while the paper recognises that good health is an essential precondition to reach the SDGs, the 
crucial dimension of research and innovation for health is missing. Without"
robust investments into new and improved, safe and effective, affordable and accessible health technologies 
and products, especially diagnostics, vaccines and drugs for poverty--‐ related and neglected diseases 
(PRNDs) including HIV & AIDS, TB, malaria and neglected tropical diseases, we will not be able to achieve 
goal 5: achieve health and wellbeing at all ages. Those diseases affect more than one billion people, claim 
millions of lives every year and are primarily endemic in low--‐ and middle--‐income countries. Associated 
morbidity and negative socioeconomic consequences hinder the development and economic growth of those 
countries, and push affected populations further into poverty. Addressing the burden of PRNDs would 
unavoidably have an impact in other goals and targets suggested in the SDSN report.

Since these diseases are primarily found in low--‐ and middle--‐income countries they provide limited market 
incentives for the pharmaceutical industry to invest in research and innovation. As a consequence, tools to 
prevent, diagnose and treat those diseases are either often still lacking completely (such as an HIV vaccine) or 
unsuitable to the conditions of individuals and communities in developing countries: for instance due to the 
length of the treatment or the need for advanced technology to conserve a drug or provide an appropriate  a  
diagnosis.

When market forces alone do not lead to the development of new and improved health technologies for these 
diseases, public support, global solidarity, and partnerships are needed to invest into research and 
development in order to trigger innovation and reduce the burden of PRNDs. The SDGs represent a unique 
opportunity to create and monitor political commitment towards the development of new tools for diseases that 
keep people in poverty.
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Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar overarching

As currently framed, target 10c (accelerate the adoption of new technologies for SDGs) envisages the 
importance of new technologies, including in the health sector, to achieve SDGs. However, current indicators 
do not allow monitoring of concrete developments in health R&D (be it in terms of financial allocation per 
country or in terms of product development), which are critical for the realization of the health goal. Without 
new tools we will never be able to achieve health and wellbeing at all ages.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar overarching References to sexual and reproductive health rights should state sexual and reproductive health and rights.  

This terminology should be applied consistently.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar overarching

We agree that “civil society organizations should be called upon to share responsibility with governments in 
achieving the goals”. We call to strengthen the role that civil society organisations and community--‐based 
organisations can play in the process of building the indicators, gathering data or monitoring the progress and 
the accountability. We strongly recommend that these organisations are included as key stakeholders that 
provide valuable expertise, knowledge on the ground and closeness to populations.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar overarching The compliance with UN Human Rights Treaties and Protocols shouldn’t be restricted to some goals, We 

strongly recommend that all goals and targets are consistent with human rights international agreements.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 6 46 SDG Indicators: Add “human rights international agreements” between “international standards” and 

“recommendations”.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 7 6 Add “migrant status”

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 7 & 8

Page 7
line 4,

page 8
line 3

Inconsistency in the two lists of suggested disaggregation of data.
Disaggregation of data must be consistent and comprehensive. The first list
is much more adequate than the second.
It is important that “sexual orientation and sexual identity” is included.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 10

Indicators 
15, 16,

17

The target should not be to achieve rapid voluntary reduction in fertility.
The aim is the realisation of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights.
One impact of successful implementation of reproductive rights would be a reduction in births to a more 
sustainable level but a human rights approach should be maintained.  Suggested indicators therefore would be
•               Total fertility rate.
•               Access to family planning services to enable informed choices.
•               Utilisation of contraception.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 12 4a Target 4a should include sexual orientation in the list.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 13 41 The target doesn’t include communicable diseases so the HIV, TB and Malaria indicators do not fit the target.

It would be good to include an indicator for prevention activities, and involvement of key populations.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 13 41

We would argue that indicators on HIV “coverage” should explicitly reference the UNAIDS Investment 
Framework, which sets targets for scale--‐ up of existing interventions based on epidemiological 
considerations in each country.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 13 41

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 13 &14 34--‐43

The indicators for communicable diseases such HIV should be applied to target 05a. Suggested core 
indicators should include:

•               Number of AIDS related deaths
•               Number of new HIV infections
•               % of people living with HIV accessing treatment and associated services
•               % of people living with HIV accessing sexual and reproductive health services
•               % of at risk populations accessing preventative services

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 20

Target 10b.
Indicators 

94,

In addition there needs to be explicit monitoring of previous commitment such as the Abuja and Bamako 
declarations for investing in health and health research

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 20

Target 10b.
95, 96,
97, 98

We would also argue for explicit references to the need for funding innovative research models, capacity 
building and technology transfer (cuts across goals including on goal 5 on Health). We could request for these 
resources to be tracked by WHO through the Global Health Observatory, an agency funding GFINDER, or 
COHRED (at least on the capacity building piece)? Perhaps this is a role that could be played by the recently 
launched UN Scientific Advisory Board, housed out of UNESCO?

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 20

Target 10b., 
95

95, 96,
97, 98

We would like to see a desegregations of those indicators per goals and targets of the future framework in 
order to track financial efforts for each.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 45 16 Include ‘gender’ and ‘women’ here, as follows: “It should also be disaggregated by age and gender to 

particularly capture youth and women share of informality in the labor force.”

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 50 Line 10 Include ‘adolescents’ as follows: “…individuals in general, but young people, women and adolescents in 

particular, to exercise…”

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 51 16 & 17 The scope of this indicator should not be limited to married women or those in a union.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 51 28 Replace “Family planning is a right…” with “Women have the right to determine whether or not to have 

children, as well as the number and spacing of their pregnancies”

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 63 Line 26 An additional indicator should be included to measure access to essential services by minority groups such as 

LGBT, sex workers and people living with HIV.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 67 1

Add to title: “…violence against all individuals, especially women, children and other groups with elevated 
vulnerability to violence” Also other social groups, like LGBTI, have a higher risk of facing violence and should 
therefore also be included

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 69 9_28

.--‐ The core indicators should include Health system performance indicators in line with indicators 
suggested in the additional section ( P71--‐ligne 23). Therefore, the indicators on  access to health 
professionals and to affordable essential drugs should be core indicators not additional ones

This could include --‐
--‐ Population living within 5 km and more of a healthcare facility having  essential  medicines
--‐ Density of community health workers (per 10 000 population)

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 69 9--‐28

We would welcome the inclusion of the quality dimension of healthcare which is lacking in the core indicators 
of target 5a   this could include indicators around --‐Level of trust in health workers or Waiting times for 
healthcare  services/medical  intervention

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 69 Lines 9-

-‐ 12
We welcome the target of universal coverage. Setting a 100% target within the important guiding principle to 
“leave no one behind” underscores a commitment to a rights--‐based approach to health.
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Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 69 Line 4

We need to have better indications of what “primary health services” include. Those services should be 
identified by communities and respond to the burden of disease of the specifc context. Preventative and 
curative care should be ensured at the primary level based on the update of current MDGs intreventions 
indicators

We feel that there should be a more explicit reference to the underlying need for disease prevention as a 
critical component of a universal health coverage goal, including HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria prevention 
modalities,. This could be incorporated into indicator #34 or broken out as a separate indicator

We also recommend adding the access to quality sexual and reproductive health services  in this PHC 
package (maternity care, modern contraception, post--‐abortion services, safe abortion as allowed by law and 
prevention and treatment of STIs and HIV)

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 69 Line 35 Add ‘Quality’ as follows: “…by financial affordability (see next indicator), age--‐appropriateness, availability, 

quality, and an emphasis on being evidence--‐based.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 70 Indicator 35

OOP alone is not sufficient to measure social protection. It doesn’t capture the accessibility of health services 
or the utilization of services. We must couple it with an indicator on the number of people foregoing/giving up 
medical services for financial or discrimination reasons.

Disaggregation: A national--‐level indicator conceal disparities between socio--‐ economic groups and thus 
fail at capturing the poorest. Data should   be disaggregated by income or wealth quintiles, districts, urban/rural 
location, and  relevant  demographic  and  socioeconomic  factors.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 71 Line 20

There is no indicator on malnutrition under the Health Goal.
We suggest to add the indicator 3 (target 1b) “prevalence of stunting in children under [5] years of age under 
the title “Core indicators covered under other targets that also apply to target 5a”
This indicator under the health umbrella should allow to monitor and prevent cross--‐cutting underlying factors 
of child mortality.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 71 Line 34--‐ 

36

The indicator on ‘Proportion of population with access to affordable essential drugs on a sustainable basis’, 
should also include “improved, safe and effective and accessible diagnostics, vaccines, microbicides, and 
drugs”

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 72 Line 28

Add indicators
--‐ % of people living with and affected by HIV have access to quality HIV prevention, treatment, care and 
support services
--‐ % of people living with and affected by HIV have access to comprehensive sexual and reproductive health, 
maternal, newborn and child health, and a full range of contraceptive commodities and services
--‐ % of people living with or affected by HIV who need it have access to HIV sensitive financial risk and social 
protection, including care and support, comprehensive health and other insurances, income generation 
activities, legal assistance, and nutrition
--‐ Number of new HIV infections, both through sexual transmission and drug use
--‐ Number    of    AIDS--‐related    deaths
--‐ Existence of laws that require parental consent to access HIV testing, treatment,  and/or  services
--‐ Existence of laws that require spousal consent to access HIV testing, treatment,  and/or  services

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 73 Line 6

We would encourage the very important indicator on NTDs to be focused on Poverty Related and Neglected 
Diseases (HIV, TB and Malaria + Neglected Tropical Diseases) instead and to be adopted. We would also 
welcome this indicator to read ‘access to improved, safe, effective and affordable treatment all the way to cure’

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 74 Line 1 As mentioned above (13/41) this target doesn’t talk about infectious diseases but it is included in the indicators 

and the explanation, the two need to be aligned

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 74 Indicator 38 

line
Include stillbirth in this modified MDG indicator. In 2012, 1.2 million babies died during labor. One third of all 
stillbirths occur during delivery from complications that can be avoid with appropriate care.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 74 Line 26 5b

We would like an explicit reference to the need for new and improved prevention modalities as a means to end 
preventable deaths --‐ setting targets and indicators around coverage, prevalence and incidence are 
insufficient. We should ask for language on the need to develop priority intervention not yet available, including 
vaccines against HIV, TB and malaria.

We would also ask to see a reference to how ending preventable deaths requires a focus on key populations 
especially vulnerable to disease, in addition to women and children.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 75 Line 37

Add disaggregated data by gender, as well as by groups that are more vulnerable to and disproportionately 
affected by HIV and TB such as men who have sex with men, sex workers, transgender people, people who 
use drugs

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 80

Governments remain duty--‐bearers to ensuring a healthy environment and offer incentives for healthy 
behaviour alongside with implementing effective policies and laws.
There should be a monitoring of governments that integrates laws that uphold the right to health as well as a 
monitoring governments that put in place laws that criminalize behaviours such as substance use, same--‐sex 
sexuality, and sex work, and laws that criminalize or impede access to comprehensive sexuality education, 
modern contraceptives including emergency contraception, and safe abortion care

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar P 123 Indicator 99

Considering its importance for achieving the SDGs, a specific indicator on global health R&D should be added.

Suggested indicators: Number of adapted health products and technologies developed to address the needs of 
resource poor settings that are accessible, acceptable and affordable to affected populations.

Rationale and definition:
Innovation in the domain of health is critical to achieve goal 5 “health and wellbeing at all ages” and an 
important factor to achieve SDGs on poverty eradication, education and gender equality. Without better tools to 
fight major epidemics, diseases will continue to trap people in a cycle of poverty.

Disaggregation: Data should be disaggregated among products and technologies for poverty--‐related and 
neglected diseases (where the  industry has a limited market incentive to invest) and other health products.

Potential indicator under other target that could also apply to target 10c:NTD cure rate (line 6, p.73)

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 129 Indicator 

100

Researchers and technicians in R&D:
Disaggregation should include the focal sectors as well, among which health should be comprised.

We would also welcome the inclusion of global and regional partnerships for coordinated R&D models in the 
disaggregation analysis of this indicator.

Bruno Rivalan Action for 
Global Health 28-Mar 130 Line 21--‐ 

22

Potential indicator: Gross Domestic Expenditure on R&D as part of GDP:  We would like to encourage this very 
important indicator to be considered and disaggregated by sectors (including global health) to identify areas 
lagging behind. R&D for advanced military technology for instance, does not produce the same benefit to the 
achievement of the SDGs than innovation in the health sector.
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Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar overarching

There is no consistency in the use of language related to sexual and reproductive health and rights. 
The report uses both ‘’sexual and reproductive health rights’’ (which is not standard international language) 
and ‘’sexual and reproductive health and rights’’. 

We strongly recommend the use of  ‘’sexual and reproductive health and rights’’ across the whole report and in 
line with the language used inter alia by the SDSN  Thematic Group on Health, UNFPA, WHO and UN Women.

While the paper recognises that good health is an essential precondition to reach the SDGs, the crucial 
dimension of research and innovation for health is missing. Without robust investments into new and improved, 
safe and effective, affordable and accessible health technologies and products, especially diagnostics, 
vaccines, microbicides and drugs for poverty-related and neglected diseases (PRNDs) including HIV & AIDS, 
TB, malaria and and neglected tropical diseases , we will not be able to achieve goal 5: achieve health and 
wellbeing at all ages. Those diseases affect more than one billion people, claim millions of lives every year and 
are primarily endemic in low- and middle-income countries. Associated morbidity and negative socioeconomic 
consequences hinder the development and economic growth of those countries, and push affected populations 
further into poverty. Addressing the burden of PRNDs would unavoidably have an impact in all goals and 
targets suggested in the SDSN report. (cont.)

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar overarching

Since these diseases are primarily found in low- and middle-income countries they provide limited market 
incentives for the pharmaceutical industry to invest in research and innovation. As a consequence, tools to 
prevent, diagnose and treat those diseases are either often still lacking completely (such as an HIV vaccine) or 
unsuitable to the conditions of individuals and communities in developing countries: for instance due to the 
length of the treatment or the need for advanced technology to conserve a drug or provide an appropriate a 
diagnosis. 

When market forces alone do not lead to the development of new and improved health technologies for these 
diseases, public support, global solidarity, and partnerships are needed to invest into research and 
development in order to trigger innovation and reduce the burden of PRNDs. The SDGs represent a unique 
opportunity to create and monitor political commitment towards the development of new tools for diseases that 
keep people in poverty.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar overarching

As currently framed, target 10c (accelerate the adoption of new technologies for SDGs) envisages the 
importance of new technologies, including in the health sector, to achieve SDGs. However, current indicators 
do not allow monitoring of concrete developments in global health R&D (be it in terms of financial allocation per 
country or in terms of product development), which are critical for the realization of the health goal. Without 
new tools we will never be able to achieve health and wellbeing at all ages.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar overarching We would also welcome more emphasis on poverty-related and neglected diseases (PRNDs) in goal 5: 
“achieve health and wellbeing at all ages”, and respective targets

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 7 Lines 4-7 We agree that indicators should allow for disaggregation and would welcome if more of the suggested 
indicators were disaggregated by sex and age.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 13/14 Lines 34-43

The indicators for communicable diseases such HIV should be applied to target 05a.

Suggested core indicators include:
·       Number of AIDS related deaths
·       Number of new HIV infections
·       % of people living with HIV accessing treatment and associated services
·       % of people living with HIV accessing sexual and reproductive health services
·       % of at risk populations accessing preventative services

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 38 #4 Indicator should pay special attention to the dietary energy consumption of pregnant and lactating women, e.g. 
percentage of pregnant and breastfeeding women with a BMI of less than 18.5

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 39 #5
Indicator should pay special attention to the nutrition of pregnant and breast feeding women; e.g. prevalence of 
anaemia in women screened for haemoglobin levels with levels below 110 g/l for pregnant women and below 
120 g/l for non-pregnant women

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 50 # 2c

We commend you for linking population dynamics to sexual and reproductive health and rights which is the 
way forward to achieve sustainable development within planetary boundaries.

However, we are concerned that the language used in target 2c does not adequately reflect the rights-base 
element of SRHR in the measure/indicators you propose. Using the adjectives “rapid”, “reduction” and 
specifying the number of children per women negates the rights based approach outlined in the target that 
calls for the realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights.

It is not possible for a target that specifies one direction for fertility levels to be human rights based: prescribing 
future fertility rates in government or international policy runs counter to respecting and protecting women’s 
right to choose the number and spacing of their children. Choice and non-coercion are recognized as critical 
issues in relation to sexual and reproductive health and rights, see for example WHO (2014), Ensuring human 
rights in the provision of contraceptive information and services: 
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/102539/1/9789241506748_eng.pdf?ua=1 .
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Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 50 # 2c

However, the basis for this Report’s inclusion of sexual and reproductive health and rights is sound: information 
and supplies are a prerequisite for women and men to make informed, voluntary decisions about their fertility, 
and it is widely recognized that if women have the ability to choose freely the number and spacing of their 
births, they will choose to have fewer than they would have otherwise.

We therefore strongly recommend the rewording of target 2c to: “Achieve universal access to modern 
contraceptives and realize the sexual and reproductive rights of all individuals”.

As Table 2 of the report shows, there are strong linkages between target 2c and the goals on Gender Equality 
(Goal 4) and Health (Goal 5). It could thus be considered to move target 2c under either of these goals. This 
would also reflect the discussions in the OWG as well as the positioning of this in the HLP report.

With respect to Population Dynamics, in addition to the necessary focus on SRHR, other ways of integrating 
and addressing population dynamics (not only population growth but also other dynamics including 
urbanization, ageing and migration) are overlooked by the draft framework. Namely, the importance of 
systematic use of population data and projections in the formulation of development goals, targets and 
strategies, as recommended by UNFPA. This is critical for ensuring that goals, targets and indicators are 
forward-looking, based on projected changes in population size and location etc., which has implications for 
demand for and universal access to essential resources and services, including water, energy, food, health and 
education services. Please refer to our recommendations relating to this under a governance goal.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 50 Lines 24-28

Lines 24-26 cite paragraph 13 of the ICPD Programme of Action, along with the SDSN Report Action Agenda.  
The reference to paragraph 13 should be adequately reported. The ICPD brought a paradigm shift for it 
recognizes that promoting individual choices, respecting rights, and giving access to reproductive health 
services contributed to the decline in average fertility rates.

The Cairo agenda put the rights dimension at the center of sustainable development. However, lines 26-28 
state “highlight the importance of reducing population growth through voluntary transition to lower fertility 
levels, while respecting the rights of women to decide when and how many children they would like to have”. 
This sentence makes the growth decline primary and rights subsidiary. The Programme of Action instead 
recognizes that respecting the latter obtains the former.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 50 #16, 17 Referring to women of reproductive age (15-49) leaves out the needs of those under 15.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 50 #16, 17

Considering that the issue to measure is the realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights, an 
indicator capturing the rights dimension should be added, such as the one suggested by UNFPA: “Protection 
and fulfillment of women’s sexual and reproductive rights, including developing monitoring and protection 
systems”

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 51 #17

We agree with this indicator and would like to:

1.     Suggest adjusting the MDG 5b indicator from “unmet need for family planning” to “unmet need for quality 
modern contraceptives by choice”. The current indicator has a number of significant weaknesses limiting its 
effectiveness:
o   Exclusion (particularly of young people) within the current indicator due to:
-        limited scope of definition to those married or consensual union
-        reproductive age range beginning at 15
o   The term does not resonate with young people who are a key group with unmet need.
o   Choice and voluntariness have not been adequately captured. Since this indicator was agreed upon, the 
international agenda has progressed. Now is the time to build on FP2020 and WHO’s Rights Based Approach 
to FP guidelines through embedding these issues in the indicator.

2.     Suggest pairing the unmet need indicator with proportion of demand satisfied, following the Monitoring 
Framework for Every Woman Every Child.

In addition the indicator should not be limited to girls and women who are married or living in union (line 24). 
The suggested disaggregation by marital status (line 32) won’t capture the reality if indicator only refers to 
women who are married or in union. Instead, we recommend including all sexually active women and girls.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 52 Line 2 If added as per our recommendations, the indicator on Comprehensive Sexuality Education (see under Goal 3) 
should also be included here.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 52 Line 10 To the list of other health indicators that contribute to the realization of SRHR we recommend adding the 
following: newborn and Infant mortality rate and access to rights-based comprehensive sexuality education

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 52 Line 16

‘Teenage girls who become pregnant’ is proposed as an additional indicator that countries may consider. 
However:

1.      The adolescent birth rate measures the annual number of births to women 15 to 19 years of age – this 
includes a built in time lag. Therefore we suggest rephrasing it in “Age of mother at birth of first child ever 
born”.

2.      It should be a core indicator and not an additional indicator that countries may or may not decide to use.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar #23

As the indicator tries to capture a broad range of learning outcomes, it is important to include also 
comprehensive sexuality education. We recommend:

1.     Considering UNFPA indicator on CSE: “Percentage of adolescent 10-19 years (in and outside school) that 
completed at least one year of comprehensive sexuality education designed in line with UNESCO/UNFPA 
guidance”; and   

2.     Adding “proportion of girls and boys who achieve proficiency across a broad range of learning outcomes, 
including in reading, in mathematics and in the field of comprehensive sexuality education by …..”

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar #25

Investing in youth is a critical – and multidimensional- issue. Target 3c focuses on the link between the 
education system and livelihoods opportunities. This however implies that adolescents enter adulthood in good 
health. We therefore recommend, in line with UNFPA, to consider the following indicators:
Contraceptive use, by method, by adolescents and youth 
Age of mother at birth of first child ever born
HIV and other STI infection in adolescents and youth (MDG indicator 6.1)  
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Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 61 Line 4 We recommend adding: “sexual and reproductive health services” after “public services”

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 61 Line 10 We recommend adding: “age and sexual orientation and gender identity”

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 63 Line 26 An additional indicator should be included to measure access to essential services by minority groups such as 
LGBTI, sex workers and people living with HIV.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 62 #28 Should also refer to official government positions held by women; it should also cover the local level in addition 
to the national and sub-national level.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 67 #32

Indicator should also include “children” and violence by “parents”

We also recommend considering additional indicators in line with UN Women and UNFPA’s suggestions: 
“Proportion of women aged 15-49 who have ever been in a partnership reporting physical or sexual violence in 
their lifetime”
“Rates of Female Genital Mutilation  and other harmful traditional practices”
“% of women aged 20-24 who were married in a union before age 18”
“Percentage of victims and survivors of gender based violence with access to essential services, including 
appropriate medical, legal and psychosocial services”

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 67 #33
We agree with this indicator. However it gives for granted that all countries have laws on rape, marital rape, 
sexual harassment, etc, which is not always the case. Therefore we suggest keeping indicator 33, but also 
adding a separate indicator on the existence of laws on rape, marital rape, sexual harassment, etc 

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 67 Line 28 If children /parental violence is added, data on children should be disaggregated by sex

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 67 Line 40 Change “girls” into “children”

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 67 Line 46 Must at least include age and sex

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 68 Lines 17-18 As indicated above, this indicator should be a core indicator and not an additional indicator that countries may 
or may not decide to consider

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 69 Line 4 Add “sexual and” before “reproductive health”

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 69 Line 21 Add “sex” and “age”

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 69 #34
We must ensure the inclusion of universal access to sexual and reproductive health among the elements 
monitored. The report is based on physical access and financial affordability. A more comprehensive criterion 
relates to AAAQ (access, affordability, acceptability and quality)

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 69 Line 42 Must at least include age and sex

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 70 Line 19 Add “and age”

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 70 Line 31 WHO recommends HPV vaccination only for girls

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 71 Line 10 Must at least include age and sex

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar #34

We recommend adding the following indicator as suggested by UNFPA:
Elimination of inequalities in access to quality sexual and reproductive health services (maternity care, modern 
contraception, post-abortion services, safe abortion as allowed by law, and prevention and treatment of STIs 
and HIV), particularly by wealth quintile, age, sex and other characteristics as appropriate

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 71 Lines 4-8
We recommend to include mental health concerns related to reproductive health (e.g. severe post-partum 
depression, depressive and phobic responses to sexual and gender based violence and stigmatization of 
sexual minorities and persons living with sexually transmitted infections)
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Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 71 Line 34

Add “commodities and” after “essential drugs”.

The proportion of the population requiring treatment with access to affordable essential treatments should be a 
core not additional indicator.

Potential indicator on ‘Proportion of population with access to affordable essential drugs on a sustainable 
basis’, should also include “improved, safe and effective and accessible diagnostics, vaccines, microbicides, 
and drugs” as well as include “contraceptives” in “(e.g. vaccines, antibiotics, anti-retrovirals).

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 71 Line 36

Add “contraceptives” in brackets.
Potential indicator on ‘Proportion of population with access to affordable essential drugs on a sustainable 
basis’, should also include “improved, safe and effective and accessible diagnostics, vaccines, microbicides, 
and drugs” as well as include “contraceptives” in “(e.g. vaccines, antibiotics, anti-retrovirals).

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 72 Lines 8, 12, 
16 Indicators should not exclude persons under 15 who are sexually active.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 73 Line 6
We would encourage the very important indicator in NTDs to be focused on PRNDs instead and to be adopted. 
We would also welcome this indicator to read ‘retrieve improved, safe and effective, affordable and accessible 
treatment all the way to cure’

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 73 Line 17 Indicators on access to safe and legal abortion as well as post-abortion care should be added.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 74 #38
A useful supplementary indicator to capture neonatal mortality is to monitor spacing between the most recent 
and preceding birth (inter-birth interval). Evidence points out that the risk of neonatal mortality is heightened 
after short birth interval.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 74 #39

We do agree with the importance of this indicator, but to capture the whole picture, it should also be 
accompanied by the following:
% of maternal deaths due to unsafe abortion
This in consideration of the fact that unsafe abortion is one of five major causes of maternal mortality.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 78 Line 44 Should also include sex and age of head of household.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 88-95 #58

Access to / use of sanitation must be disaggregated by age and sex in order to cover girl’s access to sanitation 
in schools and other public settings

In addition you could consider the following indicator, adapted from JMP/WHO/UNICEF:
Percentage of primary and secondary schools with gender-separated sanitation facilities and private hand 
washing facilities 

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 122 Governanc
e Goal

We recommended that opportunities to integrate population dynamics are seized under a governance goal. For 
this we recommend the addition of the following targets and indicators included amongst recommendations by 
UNFPA, for which UNFPA could serve as a lead agency:

Targets:
·       Systematic use of population trends and projections in the formulation of development strategies, goals 
and targets 
·       Access to timely and complete data for population trends and projections
·       Universal birth and death registration 

Indicators/ assessment areas:
·         Improvements in capacity to prepare population projections and to use them for the formulation of 
national, subnational and sector development strategies, goals, targets and policies 
·       Improvements in institutional capacities to generate quality data, disaggregated by age, sex, location, 
wealth quintiles, among other categories, including birth and death registration, censuses, service-related 
management and information systems 
·       Estimated proportion of births and deaths that are registered 

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 127 # 97
When defining this indicator, we would welcome reference to PRNDs and consequently the reference to 
additional bodies to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis (GFATM) and the GAVI Alliance. 
Examples could be WHO’s TDR or PHI programs. etc

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 129 #100, Line 
44

Researchers and technicians in R&D:
Disaggregation should include the focal sectors as well, among which health should be comprised. 

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 130 NEW #101

Considering its importance for achieving the SDGs, a specific indicator on global health R&D should be 
developed. 

Suggested indicator: Number of health products and technologies developed, accessible, acceptable and 
affordable to affected population.

Rationale and definition: 
Innovation in the domain of health is critical to achieve goal 5 “health and wellbeing at all ages” and an 
important factor to achieve SDGs on poverty eradication, education and gender equality. Without better tools to 
fight major epidemics, diseases will continue to trap people in a cycle of poverty. 
To be able to monitor this indicator, government and public authorities should liaise with other key stakeholders 
such as private sector, research organisations and public-private partnerships.  

Disaggregation: Data should be disaggregated among products and technologies for poverty-related and 
neglected diseases (where the industry has a limited market incentive to invest) and other health products.

Potential indicator under other target that could also apply to target 10c: PRNDs cure rate (line 6, p.73)
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Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 130 Lines 21-22

Potential indicator: Gross Domestic Expenditure on R&D as part of GDP. We recommend using one of the 
suggestions made by the WHO expert group (CEWG) report on “Research and Development to Meet Health 
Needs in Developing Countries: Strengthening Global Financing and Coordination” released on April 6th 2012: 
-         All countries should commit to spend at least 0.01% of GDP on government-funded R&D devoted to 
meeting the health needs of developing countries in relation to the types of R&D defined in our mandate.
In addition, CEWG proposes that countries should consider these targets:
-         Developing countries with a potential research capacity should aim to commit 0.05-0.1% of GDP to 
government-funded health research of all kinds.
-         Developed countries should aim to commit 0.15-0.2% of GDP to government-funded health research of 
all kinds.

We would like to encourage this very important indicator to be considered and
disaggregated by sectors (including health) to identify areas lagging behind. R&D for advanced military 
technology for instance, does not produce the same benefit to the achievement of the SDGs than innovation in 
the health sector.

Cécile Vernant 

Deutsche 
Stiftung 
Weltbevoelker
ung

28-Mar 132 Lines 7 - 18

An additional lesson that should be learnt from the MDGs in relation to setting and monitoring goals, targets 
and indicators is that for them to be SMART, and particularly attainable and relevant, they must be forward-
looking and based on projected changes in population size, location etc. The MDGs failed to do this. For 
example, MDG 7 Target 11 to achieve significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers 
has been achieved but wasn’t ambitious enough, and population growth and urbanization has outpaced this 
achievement for while the target was achieved the absolute number of slum dwellers has increased. Please 
refer to our recommendations under the governance section for addressing this.

Christina Jenkins

International 
Forum for 
Volunteering 
in 
Development 

28-Mar overarching

Forum acknowledges the impressive range of targets and indicators.
We believe it is critical that volunteering for development be included.
It promotes understanding, solidarity and mutual learning, essential to many targets.
The degree to which people engage in voluntary action is also an indicator of wellbeing.
Voluntary engagement is the basis for a vibrant civil society, & local & global citizenship.
Reciprocal skill sharing &capacity building are crucial to vocational and professional training.
Volunteering provides young people with valuable life and  job skills and creates  resilience.
Forum welcomes the recognition of governments’ accountability to their citizens.
Accordingly, Forum hopes volunteer groups will be involved in future consultation.
This is in line with the SGs desire for these groups to be involved in post 2015 discussion.
“Paragraph 43 of the Rio+20 Outcome document states that sustainable development requires the “meaningful 
involvement and active participation of Major Groups ... as well as other stakeholders including... volunteer 
groups”.
 
Para-graph 16 of the UN GA Resolution that defines the architecture of the HLPF, now officially and explicitly 
recognizes “volunteer groups” together with “private philanthropic organizations, education and academic 
entities and persons with disabilities” as stakeholders that are expected to work with the Major Groups to 
provide their expertise to Member States on issues of relevance to the new sustainable development agenda.” 

It is in this context that the International Forum for Volunteering in Development recommends being  included 
as one of the “international institutions” that the SDSN propose to work with during 2014 to “discuss the 
development, relevance, accuracy, appropriateness, and realism of the recommended indicators”  as 
mentioned on page four of the SDSN report.

Christina Jenkins

International 
Forum for 
Volunteering 
in 
Development 

28-Mar overarching

Supporting documents:

Volunteering for post-2015, September, 2013, UNV.

The Paris Accord for Volunteering in Development, The International Forum for Volunteering in Development: 
http://forum-ids.org/news/sign-up-to-the-paris-accord/

Forum Discussion Paper 2012: MDGs, Sustainable Development Goals and the Post 2015 agenda: 
opportunities for consolidating the recognition of volunteerism, Forum, United Nations Volunteers:
http://forum-ids.org/2012/08/forum-discussion-paper/

Forum Discussion Paper 2013: Measuring and Conveying the Added Value of International Volunteering, 
Forum:
http://forum-ids.org/2013/12/forum-discussion-paper-2013-measuring-and-conveying-added-value/

Forum Research 2012: Participatory Research on the Impact of International Volunteerism in Kenya, Forum: 
http://forum-ids.org/2012/10/forum-research-presentation-participatory-research-on-the-impact-of-international-
volunteerism-in-kenya/

Accelerating progress towards the Millennium Development Goals: options for sustained and inclusive growth 
and issues for advancing the United Nations development agenda
beyond 2015, Annual report of the Secretary-General: 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/untaskteam_undf/sgreport.pdf

The State of the World’s Volunteerism Report, United Nations Volunteers, 2011: 
http://www.unv.org/fileadmin/docdb/pdf/2011/SWVR/English/SWVR2011_full_%5B05%5D_chapter2.pdf

The Future We Want – Outcome Document: http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1298

Christina Jenkins

International 
Forum for 
Volunteering 
in 
Development 

28-Mar 58 23, Line 15
Participation in international volunteering programs broadens youth’s understanding of their world and their 
place in it. Volunteering creates valuable linkages and lifelong relationships that foster development of global 
citizens.

Christina Jenkins

International 
Forum for 
Volunteering 
in 
Development 

28-Mar 59 24, Line 7 Access to volunteering opportunities significantly supports and enhances youth’s ability to transition effectively 
into the labour market. It offers real and meaningful workplace experience to enhance hard and soft skills.
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Christina Jenkins

International 
Forum for 
Volunteering 
in 
Development 

28-Mar 59 25, Line 41

Access to national and international volunteering programs addresses the mismatch between tertiary skills and 
market demand by providing opportunities for youth to gain work experience, hone their skills, develop 
networks, and increase their  confidence. Volunteer ism supports youth entering employment by enhancing 
work readiness.

Christina Jenkins

International 
Forum for 
Volunteering 
in 
Development 

28-Mar 69 26, Line  8
Wellbeing includes a sense of belonging achieved by active participation and engagement in community 
decision making. Access to community is greatly enhanced by providing opportunities to engage in 
volunteering programs.

Christopher P. 
Howson

March of 
Dimes 28-Mar overarching

The March of Dimes Foundation would like to commend the Sustainable Development Solutions Network for a 
comprehensive proposal on indicators for the Sustainable Development Goals and the opportunity to comment 
on these. 

Christopher P. 
Howson

March of 
Dimes 28-Mar 13 Indicator # 

38

While we strongly support the focus of Target 05b on ending preventable deaths, we encourage the addition at 
the indicator level (Indicator 38) of targets on neonatal and infant mortality rates as well as under-five mortality 
rates (modified MDG indicator).

In addition, given the continued expected declines in maternal, newborn and child mortality in high-mortality 
countries and the increasing need for interventions to prevent occurrence of the major causes of maternal and 
neonatal mortality and morbidity, we strongly recommend at the indicator level the addition of targets on the 
incidence of preterm birth (the leading cause of neonatal mortality) as well as stillbirth.

With regards to maternal, newborn and child mortality, we also encourage a target for funding of research for 
prevention and service delivery.

Crick Lund

Centre for 
Public Mental 
Health, 
Department of 
Psychiatry 
and Mental 
Health, 
University of 
Cape Town

28-Mar overarching In general the SDGs are a substantial improvement on the MDGs in their scope and inclusion of previously 
neglected areas, in particular mental health.

Crick Lund

Centre for 
Public Mental 
Health, 
Department of 
Psychiatry 
and Mental 
Health, 
University of 
Cape Town

28-Mar 13 37

We welcome the issue of mental health coverage under Target 5: “Ensure universal coverage of quality health 
care”. However, the potential/illustrative indicator for this issue is not appropriate as it relates to mental health 
promotion and prevention, not care. As mental health coverage and universal health coverage should give 
priority to addressing the massive treatment gap for mental health  (which is as high as 90% in most low 
income countries), we believe that the focus of this should be on the proportion of people with severe mental 
illness who receive care.
Thus the indicator for mental health coverage should be: “the proportion of people (of all ages) with severe 
mental illness who received care in the last year”, measured as a percentage.
Other indicators for mental health promotion and prevention programmes could be added, and if so these 
should be consistent with the WHO Global Mental Health Action Plan (adopted by the World Health Assembly 
in May 2013). But the first priority is to assess treatment coverage and to narrow the treatment gap.

Crick Lund

Centre for 
Public Mental 
Health, 
Department of 
Psychiatry 
and Mental 
Health, 
University of 
Cape Town

28-Mar 71 37

The same comment applies here. The WHO should take the lead on identifying relevant indicators on this 
regard, in line with the extensive consultation process that informed the WHO Mental Health Action Plan for 
2013-2020. First priority should be given to treatment coverage for severe mental illness (for all ages), and 
second to mental health promotion and prevention programmes.

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar overarching
We have an overall feeling that the new indicators proposed are too timid for the scale of the challenges 
humanity is facing. Our proposals below are for indicators that would measure paradigm shifts towards a 
society, an economy and a model of development based on life and on its preservation for future generations

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 01a. #01

US$1,25 is an unacceptable indicator in our view, because it reduces citizenship to consumerism, or capacity 
to consume. We propose to replace it to the ratio between richest and poorest in each country,  and to add non-
monetary indicators of poverty: There are indicators being developped using the concepts of Buen Vivir , Care 
Economy and Gros National Happiness.

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 01b. #03-05 What about the quality of these proteins? We suggest that Popular access to Natural and whole food 
compared to industrial food be an indicator instead of a pure proteic quantity.

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 01b. new Besides food security, food sovereignty should be stressed, with indicators as for example if food and local 
seeds are adequately provided by the local actors in the communities and territories
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Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar Goal 02 new target We suggest the creation of a new Target: Transitioning to a Fair and Solidarity Economy. This target would 
have a set of indicators, as for example:

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar Goal 02 (new 
target) new Indicator on ratio between fair trade and non-fair trade products accessible to the population

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar Goal 02 (new 
target) new Indicator on degree of public procurements directed to Social Solidarity Economy Initiatives

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar Goal 02 (new 
target) new Indicator on public policies that promote a Fair and Solidarity Economy in the country in contrast to public 

policies that foster environment and social degrading economic activities

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 02a. #09
GNI per capita must be biased by how it's distributed in the country. Look at Brasil: we have a quite high GNI 
per capita and extreme poverty everywheere. If we want to respect "planet boundaries", we should address 
inequality.

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 02a. target name Include associative labour in the concept of decent work.

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 02a. new Indicator of development: increasing ratio between associative work and subordinate work

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 02a. new Indicator on the average size of production supply chains in the different regions of a country, to value short 
circuits from local producers

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 02c. target 
removal

We suggest that this target should be dropped: It's well proven that better life quality assures less fertility. So 
there is no need to address targets explicitly there. We would save 3 targets.

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar Goal 03
general 

comment 
on Goal

How to measure the quality of the education? How to have an education which values the local culture and 
does not create new obsessive and frustrated poor consumers? There should be an indicator on the quality of 
the school: does it respect and is coordinated from below, from the reality of the community?

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 03a. new Rate between public or communitary school versus private schools.
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Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 03c. target 
removal

We suggest to drop this target: although it's an important element, education should not have as final objective 
to include youth as workers in labor market. It should be focused to build human capacities, including labor, but 
way further than that. (popular education)

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar Goal 04 new Indicator of equity and popular access to the communication band (no monopoly of corporate communication 
channels, level of access for communitary media to broadcasting locally and nationally)

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 05a. new recognition and access to natural and preventive medicine, developped locally following the ancient available 
knowledge by social solidarity and community initiatives

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 05a. new State autonomy from pharmaceutic industry (less patent-barriers)

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 05a. new indicator on GMOs and Agrotoxic usage in the country, as harmful activities for health and wellbeing

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 05c. #49 The indicator #49 could be the FIB (Gross National Happiness)

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 05c. new add indicators for measuring buen vivir

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 06a. new percentage of food provided by agroecological production

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 06a. new Degree of Biodiversity preservation in agriculture (versus monoculture)

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 06a. new Family (peasant) based production (by scaling the production through chains and networks) versus corporate 
production

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 06c. new Agrarian reform (equity in the access [universal access] of land property in the country)
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Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 06c. new Local seeds: Access and right to produce local "crioulas" (traditional) seeds

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 06c. new Right to production uncontaminated from GMOs and agrotoxics (because GMOs spread and force your crops 
to be considered GMO)

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 07b. new Not only "access to public transportation". There should be an indicator on the ratio between usage of private 
cars and other means (public transportation, bycicle, etc)

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar Goal 08 new community and Social Solidarity Economy initiatives of production of energy.

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar Goal 09 new policies and quantity of Community managed resources

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar Goal 09 new Public policies recognizing the commons as non-commoditifiable

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar Goal 09 new target Explicit target regarding corporate mining: Example indicator: broad consultation (secure) to the affected 
communities about the exploration, in equal conditions (self-determination)

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 10a. #89, #90 Accessibility of governance information: Open Linked Data in #89 and #90.

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 10a. #90 In the case of #90, include the business (direct and indirect) ownership as part of the report.

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 10b. new Indicator on Social Solidarity Economy finance tools (community banks, rotatory funds, etc) and ethical 
finances for promoting local and national development

Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 10b. new Corporate and investors accountability (for corporations, on their actions; for investors, on the results of the 
actions of enterprises which they invested in)

159



Daniel Tygel

RIPESS - 
Intercontinent
al Network for 
the Promotion 
of Social 
Solidarity 
Economy

28-Mar 10b. new

Contributions & penalty charges paid by companies & investors as a percentage of total cost of environmental 
degradation. (There are existing measurements of the total cost of environmental degradation, which 
demonstrate that such costs can actually be measured. What is not reflected in development reports is the rate 
of contribution of companies and investors to cover these costs.)

Dean Peacock, 
Gary Barker

Sonke 
Gender 
Justice

28-Mar overarching

Overarching comments with regards to Goal 4: Achieve gender equality, social inclusion and human rights, 
with an emphasis on target 4c (Prevent and eliminate violence against individuals, especially women 
and children):

Recognizing that many structural gender inequalities affecting women and girls are rooted in patriarchal norms, 
harmful practices and stereotypes, it has become increasingly clear that it is vital to work towards the 
transformation of existing harmful gender norms in order to effectively overcome the deeply-rooted 
discrimination that prevents women and girls from enjoying the full spectrum of their human rights and from 
living a life free of poverty.

All over the world, gender inequality continues to undermine democracy, impede development and 
compromise people’s lives in dramatic ways. Rigid gender norms of what it means to be a man or a woman 
have negative effects on the health and wellbeing of both men and women. These norms can often support a 
range of high-risk, negative and violent behaviour patterns, especially among men, which heighten the 
vulnerability of both men, women and children to HIV infection, other diseases and health problems, 
exacerbate male violence and hinder women’s economic empowerment (Redpath et al. ‘Masculinities and 
Public policy in South Africa: Changing masculinities and working toward gender equality’, a report by Sonke 
Gender Justice, 2008). (cont.)

Dean Peacock, 
Gary Barker

Sonke 
Gender 
Justice

28-Mar overarching

In order to achieve gender equality, women’s empowerment and the transformation of masculinities, we must 
address all dimensions and root causes of gender inequality through a gender transformative approach. 
Gender transformative programmes aim to promote more gender-equitable relationships between men and 
women, challenge male gender norms, transform traditionally accepted norms associated with being a man or 
a woman, and change gender relations.
Engaging with men and boys is both crucial and strategic to the transformation of harmful gender norms.  A 
growing body of evidence shows that well implemented programmes targeting men and boys can influence 
their attitudes, behaviours and their role as agents of change in the achievement of gender equality (see for 
example ‘Policy approaches to engaging men and boys in achieving gender equality and health equity’, WHO, 
2010). 

While in many instances in the short term, men are obstacles to women’s rights – as the perpetrators of 
violence and abuse and the upholders of tradition and patriarchy – there is demonstrated value in approaching 
men as having the potential to be positive forces for improving gender equality and for supporting the 
empowerment of women. Doing so has been shown to a) improve both men’s and women’s access to HIV 
testing and treatment and other health services; b) reduce men’s violence against women and children; c) 
increase men’s support of their partners in accessing health services; d) reduce the disproportionate burden of 
domestic tasks on women; e) increase men’s involvement in their children’s lives; f) engage men as partners in 
women’s economic empowerment; g) achieve more equitable relationships at the household, community and 
societal levels; and h) reduce homophobia and discrimination towards LGBTI people (Barker et al. ‘What men 
have to do with it: Public policies to promote gender equality’, ICRW and Instituto Promundo, 2010). (cont.)

Dean Peacock, 
Gary Barker

Sonke 
Gender 
Justice

28-Mar overarching

In all countries in which we work, we have noted with grave concern, the dramatic under-funding of 
interventions designed to empower women and transform gender relations.  We have further noted that 
violence against women, sexual minorities and non-gender conforming people, continue to define and narrow 
the lives of too many women.  

Many excellent laws and policies are in place in a number of countries that seek to address domestic violence, 
and gender-based violence (GBV) more broadly. However, there are major problems with how these laws are 
implemented, with deeply patriarchal institutions like the police and religious institutions continuing to shield 
men from real accountability. Furthermore there are very few fully funded and scaled up interventions that 
target the prevention of GBV through the targeting of men. While a few pieces of legislation and policies 
around the world articulate the importance of engaging men and boys for the elimination and prevention of 
GBV, with some notably mentioning the need to shift negative masculine norms and behaviour, there are 
hardly any strategies in place to effectively operationalise this aim (see ‘Scorecard on GBV Laws and Policies’, 
Sonke Gender Justice, 2013). Too many of our efforts are focused on men who have already committed 
crimes, and not enough of our efforts look at long-term structural normative change.

These kinds of interventions can be difficult to support because they do not fit neatly into the timeframes and 
processes required by donors.  However, the new development framework provides us with an opportunity to 
program differently and to set new parameters in place for gender transformation. There is a significant and 
growing body of evidence to support the prevention of GBV through work with men.  

Dean Peacock, 
Gary Barker

Sonke 
Gender 
Justice

28-Mar 67 Line 7 & 8
The proposed indicators for target 4c, to ‘Prevent and eliminate violence against individuals, especially women 
and children’, are stated to cover two distinct areas: occurrence and response. This should rather be changed 
to cover prevention and response. 

Dean Peacock, 
Gary Barker

Sonke 
Gender 
Justice

28-Mar 67 Indicator 32

New suggested language for indicator 32: 
• “Rate of individuals subjected to gender-based violence (GBV) in the last 12 months”; or
• “Rate of men who hold GBV supportive attitudes.”

Rationale and definition:
The absence of an indicator on GBV was a major gap in the MDG framework as GBV, poverty and overall 
development are inexorably interlinked in multiple and complex ways. If the Post-2015 framework is to provide 
a comprehensive and holistic approach to ensuring security for all citizens, it is critical that GBV is explicitly 
addressed.

This indicator measures the prevalence of GBV against women, men and children. Please note that while GBV 
primarily affects women and girls, also men and boys can experience GBV, particularly if they are deviating 
from expectations around masculinity. GBV is defined as any act that results in, or is likely to cause, physical, 
emotional, psychological and economic harm or suffering based on a person’s actual or perceived gender. Acts 
include sexual, physical, emotional or economic abuse in public or private (including marital rape), in formal 
and informal settings. (cont.)
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Dean Peacock, 
Gary Barker

Sonke 
Gender 
Justice

28-Mar 67 Indicator 32

The high levels of GBV around the world are linked to stereotypical masculine gender norms and unequal 
power relations between men and women. Gender norms can socialise men to think that it is acceptable to: 
respond to problems with violence; abuse alcohol; and control and dominate their partners. Gender norms can 
also make it unacceptable for a man to seek help or to express feelings of fear or vulnerability. Recent 
research also shows that men who were victims or witnesses of domestic violence as children are more likely 
to normalise violence as part of masculine gender norms, and replicate intimate-partner violence in their adult 
lives (see ‘Evolving Men: Initial Results from the International Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES)’, 
ICRW and Instituto Promundo, 2011).

In order to prevent GBV, it is important to work with both men and women to change the social norms 
perpetuating GBV, including by providing alternative and non-violent role models for young men and boys and 
supporting men to take a stand against GBV (see ‘Programming to address violence against women, 10 case 
studies’, UNFPA, 2007). We need to encourage and support men and boys to take an active part in the 
prevention and elimination of all forms of violence, especially GBV, including in the context of HIV/AIDS, and 
increase awareness of men’s and boys’ responsibility in ending the cycle of violence, inter alia through the 
promotion of attitudinal and behavioural change, integrated education and training prioritizing the safety of 
women and children, and including services for men who have used violence and/ or have been victims of 
violence, recognizing that men and boys also experience violence.

Knowing the incidence and prevalence of GBV is a first step to ensuring adequate prevention policies. (cont.)

Dean Peacock, 
Gary Barker

Sonke 
Gender 
Justice

28-Mar 67 Indicator 32

Disaggregation: 
Data could be disaggregated by frequency rate, gender, minority status, age, marital status and region.

Comments and limitations: 
Different factors may contribute to the prevalence and other estimates to be lower than the actual level of GBV 
that has taken place in a population:
• This indicator will to some extent rely on survivors’ self-reports, for example through the use of population-
based and other surveys. 
• Most developing countries do not have violence surveillance systems in place, and service statistics in the 
health, legal and other sectors are of poor quality. Service statistics in conflict and post-conflict settings and 
humanitarian emergencies are even less available. 
• In places where service-based data are reliable, these statistics will only represent those survivors who 
approach these sectors after experiencing violence. 
• Collecting self-reported information within the context of GBV involves several concerns, related to both the 
way this information is obtained as well as to how results are interpreted. Even if a safe, sensitive setting for 
completing interviews is provided, there will always be a proportion of individuals who will not disclose this type 
of information. 

Potential lead agency or agencies: 
UN Women, UNFPA, UN Statistics Division

Debbie Hillier, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Helen Stawski, 
Katherine 
Nightingale, Kate 
Munro

Oxfam, 
WSPA, 
Islamic Relief, 
Christian Aid, 
Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

28-Mar overarching

Disaster resilience in the SDG framework

The comments below are in following to the previous submission from this group on the limited reference to 
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR). New comments have been added after a DRR experts meeting held in London 
on March 25th organised by Oxfam, Christian Aid and Kings College. The purpose of this experts meeting was 
to agree the key criteria for disasters targets and indicators in the post-2015 development framework and 
consider the different types of disasters targets and indicators. The meeting was attended by key academics, 
civil society organisations, members of the private sector and government representation working in disaster 
risk management and towards the post-2015 development framework. The outcome by the group was the 
need to focus on disaster losses as the best way to measure Disaster Resilience in the SDG framework.

The theme of the previous submission and this current submission welcome the mentions to DRR in Target 
06b, 07c and Indicator 56. However we are seriously disappointed not to see a greater emphasis on DRR. 
Disasters have an overwhelming human, environmental and financial toll on development and poverty 
eradication efforts. This was clearly recognised in The Future we Want which called for ‘disaster risk reduction 
and the building of resilience to disasters to be addressed with a renewed sense of urgency in the context of 
sustainable development and poverty eradication’ (para 186). Disaster risk reduction must be embedded in 
sustainable development strategies if they are not to be derailed by shocks and stresses. 

Debbie Hillier, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Helen Stawski, 
Katherine 
Nightingale, Kate 
Munro

Oxfam, 
WSPA, 
Islamic Relief, 
Christian Aid, 
Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

28-Mar overarching

Disaster losses suggestion

Outcome targets and indicators provide greater political traction. As economic losses targets and indicators 
have political appeal with finance and private sector, we suggest the following will also have appeal with other 
critical political, humanitarian, donor and local community stakeholders. As highlighted in the overarching 
comments above, we strongly urge moving beyond mortality and economic losses to measure the full cost of 
disasters to incorporate broader social costs and livelihoods. A better way to measure this in the SDG 
framework include the following cross-cutting indicators: 

• Direct economic losses, as percentage of GDP
• Loss of household assets from disasters, as percentage of household income
• Number of people killed and directly affected by disasters, women and men, and ratio
• Number of people pushed into poverty as a result of disasters, women and men, and ratio 
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Debbie Hillier, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Helen Stawski, 
Katherine 
Nightingale, Kate 
Munro

Oxfam, 
WSPA, 
Islamic Relief, 
Christian Aid, 
Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

28-Mar overarching

Explanation of the proposed integrated indicators 

To ensure that all the criteria are met, and relevant stakeholders engaged, several integrated indicators are 
proposed. The indicators are linked to the target, providing prompts for appropriate policy change to achieve 
the target, as well as being a tool for monitoring and accountability. 
Key considerations for these indicators: 
- Data disaggregation, along lines of sex, age, ability, socio-economic grouping and sub-national region, is key 
in order to ensure that this target delivers for the most vulnerable people. At a minimum, there is a requirement 
to monitor and improve both income and gender equality, considering the impact of the targets on the poorest 
wealth quintiles and women as well as men. Disaggregating data at sub-national level will also motivate 
change at different levels of governance. 
- These indicators will be based primarily on quantitative data sets. However, this is insufficient to fully capture 
the impacts of disasters, and hence will be reinforced with qualitative inputs of people’s perceptions, attitudes 
and beliefs collected via polls. 
- The baseline proposed for these indicators is 2010: learning from the original MDGs, backdated baselines 
can provide a strong dataset, which is particularly important for new issues. 
- The indicators presented here are core indicators, which all countries should report on. Countries are strongly 
encouraged to develop their own additional indicators at national level, to complement and contextualise the 
indicators. (cont.)

Debbie Hillier, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Helen Stawski, 
Katherine 
Nightingale, Kate 
Munro

Oxfam, 
WSPA, 
Islamic Relief, 
Christian Aid, 
Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

28-Mar overarching

Direct economic losses as a percentage of GDP (actual and modelled data) 
Economic losses are significantly increasing, doubling every decade, and compelling arguments were made 
that measuring the reduction in economic losses from disasters could be feasible and motivating for 
governments. : - Considering economic losses relative to GDP is a better reflection of economic burden than 
absolute losses. This should be considered and reported at sub-national as well as national level, to ensure 
that risk is reduced across all regions, not simply the most economically active. 
- Loss data is clearly dependent on hazard profiles which are inherently stochastic; this would be dealt with by 
using actual data for recurrent events, from disaster loss databases, and modelled data for rare, extreme 
events (such as earthquakes, tsunamis), such as that used by the insurance industry. This would allow states 
to be recognised for their actions and efforts to reduce risk. 
- There is a significant requirement to build the data for this indicator: disaster loss databases exist but are 
neither comprehensive in their coverage (currently around 75 countries have them), nor consistent in their 
quality, nor comparable. The HFA2 has a key role in bridging this data gap; the new instrument could agree a 
commitment for countries to have standardised loss databases within a very limited timeframe, say two years. 
Technical advice on databases is already available to support this. Further work is also required on modelled 
data. 
It was clearly noted by experts that this indicator would not adequately measure the reduction in disaster 
impact on poor people, and hence on its own is a significantly deficient indicator. 
Loss of household assets as a percentage of household income (actual and modelled data) 
The burden of disaster losses is higher for poor people, whose wealth is often more focused in physical assets 
which are vulnerable to disasters – such as houses, family assets, livestock, farmland, and other productive 
assets – and who have limited financial protection, through insurance, savings or credit. Hence this indicator 
will measure asset losses at household level as a percentage of household income, to reflect the financial 
burden on people. 
- It will clearly incentivise government action in the poorest communities, and will be able to show at 
community level any improvement in the protection of homes, productive assets, or family assets, and may 
support micro-insurance. 
- It will also be able to capture the impact of slow-onset hazards and frequent small-scale disasters, not just 
major disasters. - As above, investments in disaster loss databases and modelled data are required. (cont.)

Debbie Hillier, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Helen Stawski, 
Katherine 
Nightingale, Kate 
Munro

Oxfam, 
WSPA, 
Islamic Relief, 
Christian Aid, 
Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

28-Mar overarching

Number of people killed and directly affected, women and men, and ratio 
A compelling case was made to measure the physical impact on people given the strong motivating impact that 
this information has to reduce disaster risk, and the availability of relatively strong data. Mortality levels alone 
were felt to be too limiting and would not adequately reflect the broader impacts of a disaster. 
- Current best practice is to consider people affected in the following ways: 
o Fatalities – number of people killed and missing; o Directly affected – number of people injured, relocated 
(evacuated and displaced), homeless or made victims in other ways. 
- As above, improved disaster loss databases are required to collect this data. Gender disaggregation would 
be a minimum requirement, with additional age, disability or marginalised group disaggregation to be 
considered as priorities for disaster loss databases. 
- Using a ratio of women/men would enable the identification of the gender inequality gap for disaster impacts. 
Number of people pushed into poverty as a result of disasters, women and men, and ratio 
Experts felt that disaster loss indicators alone were challenged in how well they captured the impact of 
disasters on poor men and women and on efforts to eradicate poverty, the overarching mission of the SDGs. 
- An indicator that captured the impact of disasters on impoverishment would complement gaps in some of the 
other indicators and would incentivise aid and civil society groups as well as governments concerned with 
poverty reduction. 
- This indicator encourages states to address the range of policy areas that prevent shocks and stresses 
having long term impact, including through disaster mitigation, social protection, resilience-building and 
effective response and recovery. As part of this it provides a link with the humanitarian sector who have a key 
role to play to build on DRR efforts and ensure emergency responses limit the long term impoverishment 
caused by disasters. 
- There would be requirements for additional panel set data, which would be useful investment for poverty work 
more broadly. Advancements in studies of attitudes, awareness and perceptions using polls (such as Gallup, 
World Values Survey or Global Barometer) have opened up opportunities to triangulate data. 
- Using a ratio of women/men would enable the identification of the gender inequality gap for disaster impacts 
and whether social protection or resilience building work should target specifically vulnerable groups. 
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Debbie Hillier, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Helen Stawski, 
Katherine 
Nightingale, Kate 
Munro

Oxfam, 
WSPA, 
Islamic Relief, 
Christian Aid, 
Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

28-Mar overarching

Integrating disaster risk across other goals 

In addition to the overarching recommendation to incorporate the primary disaster target under poverty 
eradication and economic growth goals, experts recognised the need to make other sectoral targets ‘risk-
smart,’ otherwise hard-won gains could be too easily lost through the impact of disasters. A range of different 
indicators were shared in the meeting; a full list is available on request. At a minimum, disasters targets and 
indicators in other goals should include: 
Cluster 1: Poverty eradication, Promote equality 
Development plans include risk reduction measures at the national, sub-national and local level based on local 
participatory risk assessment. 
% of at-risk population receiving targeted programmes of support. Eg. livelihood protection; social protection 
etc. 

Cluster 2: Gender equality, Education, Employment, Health 
% of municipalities with mechanisms in place to meet women’s needs in disasters or other crises – including 
gender-based violence and women’s health 
Number of school days lost as a result of disasters or other crises. 
Proportion of population affected by lost health centres services as a result of disasters or other crises. 

Cluster 3: Water and sanitation, Sustainable agriculture, food security, and nutrition 
Percentage of population served by water and sanitation services that is built to locally appropriate hazard-
resistant standards 
Number of people with vulnerable livelihoods – people located in highly hazard-prone areas who are reliant on 
land for their livelihoods, who do not have access to resilient crops or livelihoods and are not protected through 
participatory disaster planning. (cont.)
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28-Mar overarching

Cluster 4: Economic growth, Industrialization, Infrastructure, Energy 
Percentage of at risk population with access to adequate hazard-resistant shelters/safe places 
% of infrastructure (inc. energy, communications, transport, housing, public buildings, schools, health centres 
etc) built to locally-appropriate hazard-resistant standards 
Number of days function of infrastructure lost due to disasters 

Cluster 5: Sustainable cities, Sustainable Consumption and Production, Climate 
Percentage of the population receiving practical weather and climate information 
Number of people in municipalities which have not undertaken detailed risk and hazard mapping, risk 
assessments and with active risk reduction in their urban planning and development plans. 

Cluster 6: Marine resources, Ecosystems and biodiversity 
Percentage of designated conservation areas and ecosystems (wetlands, mangrove, etc) with effective 
disaster risk reduction plans. 

Debbie Hillier, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Helen Stawski, 
Katherine 
Nightingale, Kate 
Munro

Oxfam, 
WSPA, 
Islamic Relief, 
Christian Aid, 
Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

28-Mar 15 & 86 Target 06b, 
Indicator 56

We welcome Indicator 56 that measures losses in rural areas due to natural disasters, disaggregated by 
climatic and non-climatic events.

We welcome the statement that “[e]ffective adaptation measures are needed to reduce the economic and 
social impact of natural disasters, including extreme climatic events, on agriculture and rural areas.”

We feel the disaster indicators suggested above and its reasoning better address this and the critical social, 
economic and environmental impacts of disasters and further the role that disasters play within sustainable 
development.

Debbie Hillier, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
Helen Stawski, 
Katherine 
Nightingale, Kate 
Munro

Oxfam, 
WSPA, 
Islamic Relief, 
Christian Aid, 
Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

28-Mar 17 &100 Target 07c, 
Indicator 56

We welcome Indicator 56 that measures losses in urban areas due to natural disasters, disaggregated by 
climatic and non-climatic events.

We also welcome the statement that “[d]isaster risk is expected to further increase in coming decades as 
vulnerability, exposure and the frequency and severity of many hazards are influenced by climate change and 
other factors, including population growth and urbanization. Disasters can hamper the achievement of 
development goals, can reverse development gains, and often have their harshest impact on poor people”.

While the indicator could be expressed in the number of lives lost per year and/or damages in US$ as 
suggested in the report, the proposed indicators above incorporate other critical elements that disasters play 
within sustainable development and the role this has within short-term and long-term recovery for all 
communities and nations, including the poor. 

We welcome the opportunities for disaggregation to be reviewed. As such, we suggest the following 
disaggregation on the disaster indicator:
·       By sex, age, ability, socio-economic grouping and sub-national region and ensure that targets must be 
met for the lowest income quintile.

Debbie Hillier, 
Nicole Fassina, 
Naiara Costa, 
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WSPA, 
Islamic Relief, 
Christian Aid, 
Global 
Network for 
Disaster 
Reduction

28-Mar

We feel the indicators suggested above incorporates further elements of the report where disasters are 
recognised for their critical role towards sustainable development. The following example illustrate this further:
Target 2c (pg 71): Proportion of new health care facilities built in compliance with building codes and  
standards. This indicator measures whether or not new health facilities are in compliance with national 
standards for human health and safety, as well as standards to withstand natural hazards (floods, earthquakes, 
typhoons), a key component of disaster preparedness. 

Dierdre Williams Open Society 
Foundations 28-Mar overarching We have responded to this consultation within the given remit, however, we have felt limited by the narrow 

framing of goals and targets in relation to education.

Dierdre Williams Open Society 
Foundations 28-Mar overarching Targets monitor girls vs boys but do not explicitly call for reduction in gaps, it is crucial that they do so.

Dierdre Williams Open Society 
Foundations 28-Mar overarching With the current wording, there is insufficient focus on inequalities, especially intersecting and multiple 

inequalities.

Dierdre Williams Open Society 
Foundations 28-Mar overarching

While we accept more detailed technical work needs to be accomplished, we urge that attention to be paid to 
the identification and inclusion of progressive interim targets focusing on reducing equity gaps for the periods 
2015, 2018, 2022 and 2026, so as to encourage greater accountability within the term of elected national 
governments.

Dierdre Williams Open Society 
Foundations 28-Mar 18 /19

We would agree and endorse the importance of at least one year of ECE for all children as part of a full 
continuous and free cycle of education, and therefore would support an indicator to monitor access as 
suggested. Given the evidence linking poor nutrition and childhood disease with “stunting” and educational 
development, these factors should be incorporated into an ECE indicator.
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Dierdre Williams Open Society 
Foundations 28-Mar 20 & 22

We would support an indicator for completion of a full cycle of basic education (including secondary education); 
therefore indicators 20&22 might be collapsed into a single indicator.

We propose an alternative indicator for completion rate by age at grades 1,3,6,9 and 12 to provide a more 
comprehensive and continuous understanding of progress.

We would also urge that any indicator pay due attention to issues of equity by ensuring standard and relevant 
disaggregation (not only by gender, but also by other common factors of exclusion including disability, 
household income, social/ethnic group, geographic location and age) and comparative framing of indicators.

Dierdre Williams Open Society 
Foundations 28-Mar 20 & 22 Indicators 20 & 22 would therefore be replaced by a new indicator:

Completion rate at grades 1,3,6,9 & 12 

Dierdre Williams Open Society 
Foundations 28-Mar 21& 23

We suggest that indicators 21&23 also be collapsed 
We understand targets and indicators for learning outcomes as an attempt to measure the quality of education. 
The draft report (Page 56, lines 37-40; page 57, lines 47-51; Page 58, line 1) calls for a “broad range” or 
learning outcomes and correctly identifies the shortcomings of this approach and the risks associated with a 
focus on a narrow set of learning outcomes, including the distortion of teaching and learning priorities with an 
incentive to “teach the test”. This might be exacerbated by the proposal to measure outcomes at the end of the 
primary cycle, leading to “high stakes testing” at the primary leaving exam stage, and may likely raise as many 
problems as it intends to solve. 

As noted in the report, it is important that indicators for numeracy and literacy are balanced with a set of 
agreed indicators that capture proficiency in relation to a broader set of competencies including citizenship, 
human rights education and education for sustainable development. Achievement in these areas is harder to 
assess (measure).  However, the education community is currently undertaking further work on appropriate 
indicators for these types of competencies.  One proxy indicator (as suggested by Education International and 
the Global Campaign for Education) is: “breadth of curriculum, including gender-sensitive, non-discriminatory 
content, teaching resources and materials reaching beyond numeracy and literacy to include global citizenship 
and life skills content”. 

Where learning outcomes are to be measured, the yield (% of age group achieving a given level of 
achievement) may be the most appropriate indicator at grades 3, 6, 9 &12. We would also urge that outcome 
indicators are comparative (as recommended by Commonwealth Ministers of Education) thereby giving greater 
focus to equity. For example: comparative achievement of boys  compared to girls in national learning 
assessments (NLAs); comparative achievement of those with special needs / from marginalized social groups / 
from disadvantaged geographic locations in NLAs; % of children from the bottom 20% of household income 
achieving x% in NLAs compared to those from the top 20%.  (cont.)

Dierdre Williams Open Society 
Foundations 28-Mar 21& 23

The draft report calls for standards to be referenced against international benchmarks. While this has some 
utility for tracking progress globally, it is essential that this does not undermine the role of national governments 
in setting contextually appropriate national education policies, priorities and definitions of quality in a 
consultative way with their citizens, rather than having standardised policies, priorities and definitions imposed 
from international donors.

In order to better measure the “quality” of education we would strongly urge the inclusion of indicators relating 
to both inputs and processes of teaching and learning in addition to those relating to outcomes. For example, 
an adequate supply of appropriately trained, qualified, motivated and supported teachers is a critical 
requirement for a quality education.  Examples of such indicators include:
- % of children and young people taught by a trained and qualified teacher with an appropriate student to 
qualified teacher ratio 
- % of schools with trained and qualified school leader
- % of educational institutions that have safe and adequate infrastructure, accessible facilities, resources and 
learning materials for all students clearly stated within a national policy on norms and standards for schools 
and education institutions. 

Dierdre Williams Open Society 
Foundations 28-Mar 21& 23

We suggest that indicators 21 &23 are replaced by:
- Yield (% of age group demonstrating  a given level of learning achievement – broadly defined, determined 
through multiple measures consistent with appropriate national standards) at grades 3, 6, 9 &12.
- % of children and young people taught by a trained and qualified teacher with an appropriate student to 
qualified teacher ratio 
- % of educational institutions that have safe and adequate infrastructure, accessible facilities, resources and 
learning materials for all students clearly stated within a national policy on norms and standards for schools 
and education institutions.
- Breadth of curriculum, including gender-sensitive, non-discriminatory content, teaching resources and 
materials reaching beyond numeracy and literacy to include global citizenship and life skills content”. 

Dierdre Williams Open Society 
Foundations 28-Mar

While the focus on NEETs is important, the number of youth in formal employment depends heavily on labour 
market demand. This demand is outside the control of education policy and so its inclusion may limit this 
indicator’s utility as a management tool for ministries of education. Further, the suggested indicator 24 is 
inadequate in its focus solely on tertiary education.

In order to meet obligations to the full right to education, education systems should aim to provide access to 
education for both young people and adults who have not successfully completed a full cycle of basic 
education. Access to post-basic and tertiary education (including technical and vocational education and 
training) for livelihoods, wellbeing and transition to responsible citizenship, as well as employment, is more 
relevant to many developing economies where subsistence farming and the informal economy remain highly 
significant.  Therefore we would suggest amending the current indicators 23&24 in line with the suggestion of 
the Commonwealth Ministers of Education, to reflect % of students of senior secondary / TVET/Tertiary age (15-
25) who complete an accredited qualification.

In addition we would propose a target for adult literacy, which is currently a striking omission. Adult illiteracy 
(especially of women) remains a major impediment to economic and social development, and progress is 
essential for tackling inequality.

We would urge the inclusion of an indicator which tracks literacy and numeracy (using samples and graded 
tests) in different age groups (e.g. 15-20, 20-25, 26-30, 31-35, 36-40, 41-45, &46-50). Once again, to ensure 
focus on equity, these data should be disaggregated, at a minimum, by gender, disability, social group, rurality 
and household income.

Dierdre Williams Open Society 
Foundations 28-Mar 23&24

We would propose replacing indicators 23&24 with
-  % of students of senior secondary / TVET/Tertiary age (15-25) who complete an accredited qualification. 
- literacy and numeracy (using samples and graded tests) in different age groups (e.g. 15-20, 20-25, 26-30, 31-
35, 36-40, 41-45, &46-50).
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Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar Disaggregation by income level is important across many of the targets used in this document, and for the UN 
sustainable agenda in general.

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar Participatory research should be proposed more strongly in the report

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar Subjective measures and qualitative data should be proposed more strongly in the report

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar
ATD Fourth World commends the report’s use of multidimensional and relative measures of poverty. Whenever 
$1.25 measures of absolute poverty can be complemented with such “beyond GDP” measures, the report 
should attempt to do so.

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 35 9 You use the language “extreme poverty in all its forms” in Annex 1 of An Action Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. This should be maintained in this report.

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 36 14-15
Should include “social exclusion (such as shame and social connectedness)” in the list of things this indicator 
should measure. Supporting literature can be found in Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi, wealth of research out of Oxford 
University (and OPHI), ATD Fourth World research, Subjective well-being literature.[i]

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 36 30 Should add “lack of access to social capital”. This could include social connections, someone to talk to, 
experience of stigma. These are critical aspects of poverty[ii]

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 36 43 If you do include, subjective well-being and other qualitative measures of social inclusion, UNDP’s Human 
Development Report as well as OECD’s Social Policy Unit could be “lead agencies”

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 37 35 Add: Target 05C: Evaluative Wellbeing and Positive Mood Affect

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 37 42
This indicator could be a core indicator under goal 1 or goal 4. It is placed in this section presumably because 
of issues with universality and comparability. If more work was done on standard measures of social protection, 
and disaggregated data, this indicator could be useful for all countries.

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 39 1--7 This indicator also needs to be disaggregated by income level. As many experts point out, progress tends to 
be focused in the middle quintiles and deciles instead of the lowest, thereby aggravating inequalities. [iii]

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 44 37 Disaggregation by income quintile or decile to demonstrate distribution of national income. It is useful to keep 
track of growth in select income levels.

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 44 39-42 Great![iv]

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 45 26

Informal work makes up “the leading source of employment opportunities for people with limited access to 
formal-sector wage employment,” particularly in developing countries. It might be useful to measure the 
prevalence of income security and social protection among these workers. See Revi and Rosenzweig measure 
“Share of urban informal sector workers with access to social protection and security (per cent of total) [v]

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar Ind. 11 Welcome the focus on Decent Work and the placement of ILO as lead agency.

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 45 29-31

Agreed, however there are also proxy measures such as “excessive hours of work” and “proportion of workers 
who classify their jobs as temporary”, and “Number of received complaints on the right to work, including just 
and safe working conditions, investigated by an official complaints mechanism (NGO, ombudsperson, national 
human rights institution)”[vi]

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 46 12--13

This indicator would be useful if placed more prominently. Furthermore, the $2 PPP measure is troublesome in 
middle income countries where prices make the two dollar minimum too low. A more relative measure could be 
useful: Inadequate pay rate (percent of employed below ½ of median or an absolute minimum, whichever is 
greater, by status in employment)[vii]

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 54 4, 23 Disaggregation by income level is necessary here.

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 55 35 Disaggregation by income level is necessary here.

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 56 15 Disaggregation by income level is necessary here.

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar Ind. 21-23

These are all outcome indicators for education; they do not address the reduction of dropout rates. People 
living in poverty drop out because of discrimination and secondary costs to free education. Below, two 
proposed indicators:
1.     Prevalence/incidence of crimes, including hate crimes occurring in schools
2.     Share of annual household expenditure per child on secondary costs to education (transportation, 
materials, administrative, etc.)[viii]
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Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 61 34 Disaggregation by income level is necessary here.[ix]

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar Ind. 26-29

These indicators leave out measures for “inequalities in public service delivery”, and fail to grasp concepts 
dealing with stigma and isolation. Two solutions proposed below:
1.     Participatory research by ATD Fourth World uncovers effects of discrimination at the site of public service 
delivery. Such efforts could help produce an index for this particular issue. [x]
2.     The World Bank’s integrated questionnaire for the measurement of social capital could produce an 
indicator on social capital. When disaggregated, this could be a formidable measure of inequality[xi]

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 87 34 Disaggregation by income is supremely important here. See paper[xii] by Catarina de Albuquerque, UN 
Special Rapporteur on the right to access to safe drinking water and sanitation

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 91 7--8 This target should have the same multidimensionality as target 1a. So these lines should read “End extreme 
urban poverty in all its forms, including absolute poverty…”

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World

28-Mar 91 Ind. 63(b) If you accept comment above, you could add a multidimensional urban extreme poverty indicator, which can 
be based on your indicator 2.

Fabio Palacio

International 
Movement 
ATD Fourth 
World
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Fabrice DeClerck

Bioversity 
International 
and the 
Bridging 
Agriculture 
and 
Conservation 
Initiative 
(BACI)

28-Mar overarching

We applaud the SDSN for producing such a compelling document, particularly the clear description in the front-
piece of the report on the need, use, and criteria for successful indicator development. Bioversity International 
would like to highlight that biodiversity conservation in agricultural landscapes is critical to sustaining healthy 
and resilient farming systems that are the foundation for nutritious diets and healthy people . The biodiversity in 
agricultural landscapes play a critical role in providing numerous ecosystem services, but like the Red List 
species mentioned in the SDGs, is also is under threat from an increasingly simplified and homogenized food 
system and rapid land cover conversion. International policy agendas need to take a more concerted and 
explicit approach to conserving biodiversity in both managed and unmanaged landscapes for its contribution to 
achieving the SDG’s. 
We applaud the news goals for their increased recognition of the relationship between human and 
environmental health as is reflected in several of the goals, SDG2 on planetary boundaries, SDG6 on 
agricultural and rural prosperity, and SDG9 on biodiversity and ecosystem services. Furthermore, the role of 
biodiversity in achieving other identified goals linked to hunger, nutrition and human well-being are also absent 
despite significant bodies of literature clearly laying out the linkages between them. In its current form there are 
a number of places within the draft SDGs where the role of biodiversity and agro-biodiversity more specifically, 
should be emphasized to ensure a more holistic approach in national development agendas.  We believe that 
biodiversity is a topic that should be considered as a cross cutting theme to the SDGs and should be more 
explicitly include in the indicators and metrics of the SDG goals related to sustainable agriculture and 
conservation. 

Fabrice DeClerck

Bioversity 
International 
and the 
Bridging 
Agriculture 
and 
Conservation 
Initiative 
(BACI)

28-Mar Goal 1

 Target 1b aims to End hunger and achieve food security, appropriate nutrition and zero child stunting and 
provides indicators focused on caloric, protein, and micronutrient intakes. These are suitable indicators, 
however we note that nutritious diets for a large segment of the world’s population depend on the dietary 
diversity found on farms and markets at subnational scales. We propose the household indicator of dietary 
diversity be included in SDG1 as well as in SDG5. Agricultural development policy focused on a few high 
caloric, staple crops will not ensure diverse diets needed to combat crippling micronutrient deficiencies and the 
increasingly recognized global trend for rapid transition from undernutrition to obesity and non-communicable 
diseases. 

Fabrice DeClerck

Bioversity 
International 
and the 
Bridging 
Agriculture 
and 
Conservation 
Initiative 
(BACI)

28-Mar Goal 2

We are pleased to see the notion of planetary boundaries referenced as an explicit SDG. The boundaries were 
highlighted in a seminar paper by Rockstrom and colleagues in 2009 and have received significant global 
attention. The inclusion of total fertility rate is a provocative, but completely appropriate indicator and the 
flipside on any consumption equation. Several other indicators were proposed by Rockstrom et al addressing 
eight critical planetary boundaries: (1) climate change, (2) ocean acidification; (3) Stratospheric Ozone 
depletion; (4) Nitrogen cycle; (5) phosphorus cycle; (6) global freshwater use; (7) change in land use, (8) 
biodiversity loss; (9) atmospheric aerosol loading, and (10) chemical pollution. 

Several of these indicators are adequately covered in other SDG’s which demonstrates the cross disciplinary 
nature of many of these boundaries. Agriculture is a predominant driver of several of these boundaries 
including a major source of excessive loss of reactive nitrogen and phosphorus to the environment from poor 
fertilizer application practices; a the majority user of global freshwater resources, a dominant driver of 
biodiversity loss, and driver of land use change. While many of these indicators are covered in other goals, we 
urge SDSN to include actionable indicators that highlight the relationship between agriculture and these 
planetary boundaries. While fertility rates and population are key indicators, missing is an indicator in SDG1 or 
2 on food production. We would suggest that the biodiversity indicator in SDG9 be moved to SDG2, replacing 
the SDG9 biodiversity indicator with one that is more relevant to biodiversity’s contribution to ecosystem 
services. We would also recommend that rather than using a the Red list, which tends to focus exclusively on 
critically endangered species, that an index such as the Living Planet Index be used in lieu 

We question whether Target 02a best fits in SDG2, or would be better placed in SDG1. The relationship with 
planetary boundaries is not immediately clear. 

Fabrice DeClerck

Bioversity 
International 
and the 
Bridging 
Agriculture 
and 
Conservation 
Initiative 
(BACI)

28-Mar Goal 3

Fabrice DeClerck

Bioversity 
International 
and the 
Bridging 
Agriculture 
and 
Conservation 
Initiative 
(BACI)

28-Mar Goal 4
We applaud this goal and urge the SDSN to consider additional targets and indicators that ensure the voice of 
women and monitories in multiple stages of decision-making. We would encourage a target and indicator on 
equal pay for equal work. 

167



Fabrice DeClerck

Bioversity 
International 
and the 
Bridging 
Agriculture 
and 
Conservation 
Initiative 
(BACI)

28-Mar Goal 5

We are particularly inclined to comment on Target 05c, “Implement policies to promote and monitor healthy 
diets, physical activity and subjective well-being; reduce unhealthy behaviours such as tobacco and alcohol 
consumption”. The global trends of increasing global obesity (now paralleling rates of under nutrition) highlight 
that producing large quantities of food can not replace quality food, including dietary diversity.  Achieving 
healthy diets requires access to diverse and nutritious foods. Policies which move farmers and consumers 
away from diverse diets, which are often traditionally cultivated local foods, push people toward diets high in fat 
and calories leading to reductions in health.  Promotion instead locally diversified diets are important to 
achieve health and well-being and contribute to biodiversity conservation in agricultural landscapes (SDG9). A 
recent PNAS study  highlights a global trend of increased overall quantities of food calories, protein, fat, and 
weight, and increased proportions of those quantities sourcing from energy-dense foods, national food 
supplies diversified in regard to contributing measured crop commodities. As a consequence, national food 
supplies globally have become increasingly similar in composition, based upon a suite of truly global crop 
plants. The growth in reliance worldwide on these crops heightens interdependence among countries in their 
food supplies, plant genetic resources, and nutritional priorities. The household indicator of dietary diversity 
proposed here has implications that extend beyond human health, and which should be reflected in SDG6. 
Local crops and varieties also have strong cultural significance and are used in numerous traditions important 
for the subjective wellbeing of members of each society. 

We do want to highlight Human Trophic Levels as an indicator of interest to the SDSN. Described by 
Bonhommeau et al. in PNAS, this indicator used the same data types as those in the household dietary 
diversity, but by measuring the HTL of that diet is able to make inferences both on human health (SDG5), 
agriculture efficiency (SDG6) and environmental sustainability (SDG9) 

Fabrice DeClerck

Bioversity 
International 
and the 
Bridging 
Agriculture 
and 
Conservation 
Initiative 
(BACI)

28-Mar Goal 6

Sustainable food systems rely on maintaining strong ecological linkages within farming systems to achieve 
high production. Diverse soil microbes and arthropod communities maintain fertility and water holding capacity 
of soils, crop diversity helps keep diseases and pests under control, natural habitat elements support 
pollinators and pest enemies (birds) and help regulate crop micro-climates. Promoting biodiversity in 
agricultural landscapes both reduces the need for costly and toxic agro-chemicals and helps to stabilize yields. 
High diversity in varieties and crop species minimize crop failures as each variety has unique tolerances to 
drought, heat, pest and disease stressors. 

While many of the measures in this indicator are appropriate, we find some areas that can and should be 
improved. 

1. Dietary diversity has been suggested as a key indicator in in SDG 5c, however SDG6a focuses on staple 
crops. While these crops are important to human health, the singular focus on staple crops has important 
consequences for human and environmental health. We recommend that the indicator on staple crops be 
complimented with an indicator on crop diversity that included landscape capacities to produce human 
nutritional, as well as caloric needs. Metrics could include % of land under diverse cropping systems defined 
by the number of crops cultivated per unit area, or number of crops in national production system. This would 
overlap with existing indicator for Sustainability of Agriculture and also provide information on ‘supporting 
nutritious diets’ which is not addressed in the proposed indicators.
2. The indicator on land use conversion should be included in SDG2 on Planetary Boundaries. It should also 
recognize that critical land use conversion from grasslands, mangroves, wetlands and other critical ecosystem 
can be as important as forest conversion. The loss of agricultural lands to urban sprawl may equally be 
important in many parts of the world.  (cont.)

Fabrice DeClerck

Bioversity 
International 
and the 
Bridging 
Agriculture 
and 
Conservation 
Initiative 
(BACI)

28-Mar Goal 6

3. Agricultural lands in and of themselves can be important providers of ecosystems services and providers of 
habitat for wild biodiversity – while specific ecosystem services may be difficult to measure, the proportion of 
agricultural, semi-natural, and natural land uses within agricultural landscapes (100-500K ha) may serve as a 
proxy for the conservation value of agricultural landscapes and is increasingly measurable with remote sensing 
methodologies. This target might also track national incentives for sustainable agricultural; for example, the 
percent of agricultural subsidies targeting diversified, low-input or organic farms, sustainably managed farms or 
conservation reserve/easement programs in agricultural lands.
4. For the Indicator ‘Conversion of land to agriculture and other uses’ the proposed metric (Annual change in 
forest area and land under cultivation) fails recognize the contributions to biodiversity and ecosystem services 
differences in types of forest. Single-species plantation forests like those being planted across large parts of 
China and Latin America are not equivalent to diverse primary or secondary forests. The metric should be 
more explicit about the type of forests, with a focus on tracking and preserving all remaining primary forests 
and encouraging secondary forests rich in endemic species and home to much of the remaining wild and crop 
biodiversity. It is particularly important to track the fate of these pieces of natural habitat in farming landscapes 
as they may be disproportionate responsible providing critical ecosystem services to farmers and society, and 
habitat for biodiversity.
5. Despite mention of resilience of farming systems in the target there is no indicator nor metric currently 
proposed to capture this. The indicator ‘Impact of extreme climatic events’ and its proposed metric does not 
actually measure the resilience of farming systems– but rather their vulnerability to shock. It also does not 
specific impact on what? (crop yields, farmers livelihoods, GDP). Resilience of farming systems could be better 
captured by degree of stability of crop yields (inter-annual variability in crop yields), crop genetic and species 
diversity on farms (effective at buffering against potential climatic changes) or perhaps the ability of farmers to 
diversify (market/credit access). Some measure of the adaptive capacity to cope with disasters is needed. 
(cont.)

Fabrice DeClerck

Bioversity 
International 
and the 
Bridging 
Agriculture 
and 
Conservation 
Initiative 
(BACI)

28-Mar Goal 6

6. Currently there is no suggested Indicator or metric that addresses either agricultural inputs or advisory 
services for farmers mentioned in the Target 06c. We would suggest an indicator on ‘access to seeds, 
resource, and information systems as a potential indicator type.  from a diversified seed systems’ 
7. Despite wording in the goal to ‘Raise Rural Prosperity’ which is addressed under Target 06c, there is a lack 
of indicators dedicated to tracking the actual prosperity and success of small farmers in rural landscapes as a 
consequence of increased access to basic resources and infrastructure. Rural families increasingly struggle to 
make a liveable wage in agriculture. We would urge a metric of rural livelihoods, such as the one used in 
SDG4, Target 4b “proportion of households with incomes below 50% of median income” applied to rural 
communities within SDG6.

Fabrice DeClerck

Bioversity 
International 
and the 
Bridging 
Agriculture 
and 
Conservation 
Initiative 
(BACI)

28-Mar Goal 8

We applaud target 08b which aims to reduce the GHG emissions in the Agriculture, Forest, and other Land 
Use (AFOLU) sectors (tCO2e). While the indicator is appropriate enough, we would urge for indicators that 
transform the AFOLU sectors to net consumers of GHG, rather than producers. 
Agriculture is a leading source of greenhouse gas emissions both through the conversion of carbon dense 
forests into arable fields, but also through subsequent application of energy-intense agro-chemicals to prevent 
disease and pests, particularly in simplified farming systems. Fields and agricultural landscapes with high 
varietal diversity as well as crop diversity have better natural defense against disease and pests, reducing the 
need for carbon-dense agro-chemicals. There are proposed incentives for low-carbon energy in the electricity 
sector (#77), these should also be made as indictors to other sectors including agriculture.

168



Fabrice DeClerck

Bioversity 
International 
and the 
Bridging 
Agriculture 
and 
Conservation 
Initiative 
(BACI)

28-Mar Goal 9

We find this goal to be one of the most innovative and cross-cutting goals included in the SDG’s highlighting 
the inextricable link between biodiversity, ecosystems and human well-being. We applaud its inclusion in the 
SDGs. However, as with the original working of MDG7 (Environmental Sustainability), the proposed targets 
and indicators fail to reflect the tremendous advances that have been made since the original publication 
“Nature’s Services” in 1997, nor of the massive growth in our knowledge on the relationships between 
biodiversity and ecosystem services  

We first suggest that the title of the goal be changes to “Biodiversity and Ecosystem Service: Ensure Good 
Management of Wate,r Oceans, Agriculture, Forests and Natural Resources” to recognize the documented 
relationship between biodiversity and ecosystems services  as well as to highlight that agricultural systems can 
and should be net providers of ecosystem services. We consider that this new perspective of agriculture is 
fundamental in order to achieve the SDG’s. 

Agriculture, by necessity is one of the largest land-uses and under poor management poses the greatest threat 
to preserving biodiversity, waters, forests and even oceans.  Yet, agriculture can also contribute substantially to 
conservation – overall more than 80 of wild species exist in these human-dominated landscapes. Adopting 
farming approaches that incorporate high levels of in-situ crop diversity, structural diversity and landscape 
diversity and appropriate chemical use can help maintain populations of many species who have lost their 
native habitat, while supporting in-situ crop biodiversity. Because of their inter-dependence, we can’t manage 
agriculture and biodiversity in isolation from each other.  Conservation of our agricultural legacy is also 
important. Certain regions around the globe were the cradle of diversification for many of our important crops 
(fruit trees in Central Asia, potatoes in the Andes, maize in Central America etc.) which still contain the highest 
diversity of crop wild relatives. Such regions need to be retreated as priority areas for conservation.   (cont.)

Fabrice DeClerck

Bioversity 
International 
and the 
Bridging 
Agriculture 
and 
Conservation 
Initiative 
(BACI)

28-Mar Goal 9

We feel that several of the indicators that are mentioned here are better suited to SDG2 rather than SDG9 for 
their capacity to describe and capture threshold points. Many of the targets and indicators mentioned here are 
better suited for measuring conservation goal, rather than the contribution of biodiversity and ecosystem 
services to human well-being and sustainability. They will be able to capture the status of protected areas, and 
wild biodiversity, but will struggle to meaningfully demonstrate how these conservation efforts lead to services, 
and well-being. This is somewhat at odds to the growing attention being paid by conservation groups to the 
relationships between ecosystems and people . This is particularly the case with targets 9a and 9b. We urge 
SDSN to draw upon the wealth of information from existing communities of practice, including the Ecosystem 
Service Partnership, or the Intergovernmental Panel on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services to identify 
appropriate indicators of services provided. Pereira et al, for example, published their policy brief on “Essential 
Biodiversity Variables” in 2013 . 

In addition, the indicator ‘Biodiversity’ as measured by Red List Index does not capture changes in the status of 
crop diversity which is crucial to maintaining the health and resilience of our food production systems. We 
propose a complimentary or composite metric which includes measures of in-situ or ex-situ conservation of 
crop genetic resources (gene bank collections, diversified seed distribution networks) to capture the status of 
agricultural biodiversity. (cont.)

Fabrice DeClerck

Bioversity 
International 
and the 
Bridging 
Agriculture 
and 
Conservation 
Initiative 
(BACI)

28-Mar Goal 9

We also urge the inclusion of agricultural landscapes, as a critical, and dominant global land use system, which 
when correctly managed, can and should make major contribution to both conservation and the provision of 
ecosystem services. The advances made by the World Bank and their Wealth Accounting and Valuation of 
Ecosystem Services can provide some important advances on this front – however these would require rapid 
assessment by the ecological community to ensure relevance. 

With regards to the proposed metric for the Indicator “Critical Biome management”, this metric should address 
two additional dimensions of critical biomes beyond absolute measures of biodiversity:  i) critical ecosystem 
service area management (metric could be the area specifically designated to protect ecosystem services in 
programs such as water funds, payment for ecosystem services, REDD+, and/or ecosystem function 
conservation areas) and ii) epicenters of agricultural biodiversity diversification for the conservation of crop wild 
relatives, land races and varieties  which are critical to safeguarding future options for feeding the global 
population in the face of increased uncertainty and risk. This could for example be measured as conservation 
efforts in areas designated to protect in Vavilov’s centers of crop origin.

Fabrice DeClerck

Bioversity 
International 
and the 
Bridging 
Agriculture 
and 
Conservation 
Initiative 
(BACI)

28-Mar Goal 10 We applaud the inclusion of the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA) as one of the 
indicators for its capacity to integrate both the environment and economies.

Faiza Shaheen

New 
Economics 
Foundation 
(NEF)

28-Mar overarching

The New Economics Foundation (NEF) welcomes the opportunity to engage in the consultation on the 
indicators and targets that will sit under the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This response draws on 
our on-going research on the impacts of economic inequality, relationships between vertical and horizontal 
inequalities and robust inequality measures. We will be publishing a report bringing together this research in 
relation to new development goals in late Spring 2014.

We focus our comments on Goal 4 - ‘Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion, and Human Rights’¬ – and in 
particular on the aspects related to the measurement of economic inequality.

While we understand that this consultation is not seeking a response to the proposed goals, we must start by 
pointing out that the issue of economic inequality – that is income and wealth disparities – is currently buried 
within the Goal 4 and across the chosen SDGs in general. Gender equality, social inclusion and greater human 
rights are not the same as having greater economic equality, even though the latter is fundamental to achieving 
the former. Disaggregation by equality groups, regions and income is also not a measure of economic 
inequality. Like many others,  we believe that addressing economic inequality is the lynchpin to addressing 
other development challenges including democratic participation, health outcomes and building resilient cities, 
as such the absence of an explicit target on the reduction of economic inequality is a serious oversight. We 
urge relevant bodies to be bold on the issue of economic inequality and include an explicit goal on its 
reduction. (cont.)
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Faiza Shaheen

New 
Economics 
Foundation 
(NEF)

28-Mar overarching

Moving onto the issue of indicators, we have developed a selection criteria that goes beyond the SMART 
criteria to ensure that chosen indicators are technically, politically and policy effective. It is on these criteria that 
we judge the suggested indicators related to inequality. The criteria includes:
1. To be technically effective indicators should be:
a) Analytically sound, with a strong theoretical basis.
b) Statistically reliable and valid.
c) Sensitive to change. 
d) Designed and implemented using methods which seek to minimise all sources of measurement error.
2. To be political effective indicators should:
a) Be simple, clear and easily graspable.
b) Measure something important to delivering the inequality goal as well as in keeping with the spirit of the 
Millennium Declaration.
c) Offer a way that people can hold politicians and policy makers to account.
d) Be designed to facilitate comparisons over time and between places.
e) Inspire public confidence in their neutrality – they must not be seen as part of government or institutional 
propaganda and there should be an appropriate distance between official production of the figures and political 
reaction to them. 
3. For policy effectiveness indicators:
a) Need to be seen as robust, credible and important in the context of key policy goals. 
b) Should represent the subject in its most relevant form, in particular direct attention to the aspect that is 
particularly destructive.
c) Need to be fit for purpose within the policy process itself, so that there are clear ‘connecting rods’ between 
SDGs and more detailed policy indicators.

Faiza Shaheen

New 
Economics 
Foundation 
(NEF)

28-Mar Target 04b, 
indicator 30

This indicator focuses on equality at the bottom of the income scale. This ignores the concentrations of 
incomes at the top and could lead to adverse policy outcomes. For example, one way that relative poverty 
could be addressed could be through transfers from the middle to those at the bottom of the income spectrum. 
This indicator is not sufficient to highlight levels of inequality across society. While use of this indicator is more 
agreeable when alongside a measure of overall distribution of income, such as the Gini Coefficient, it needs to 
be balanced with a better measure of concentrations of income and wealth at the top (see below).

Faiza Shaheen

New 
Economics 
Foundation 
(NEF)

28-Mar Target 04b, 
indicator 31

As suggested (page 65), the Gini measure over-emphasising changes in the middle relative to changes at the 
extremes of the income distribution. This is undesirable because the extremes are important in the 
development context. Our research has judged the Palma Index as a more effective measure of income 
inequality. As well as providing a better indication of income at the top it is easier to understand conceptually.

Faiza Shaheen

New 
Economics 
Foundation 
(NEF)

28-Mar Target 04b

There are several missing potential indicators of inequality. These include:
1.     A measure of the concentration of income: The recent growth in inequality across countries has been 
largely driven by greater wealth and income concentration at the top of the socio-economic scale. This growth 
will not be sufficiently captured by the proposed indicators.
2.     A measure of wealth inequality: Wealth inequality is far more unequally distributed than is income and this 
concentration of wealth is damaging for the political fabric of a country because of rent-seeking behavior by the 
wealthy elite.
3.     A measure of inclusive growth: The term ‘inclusive growth’ has become common currency within the 
development field and we believe that a measure that showed the share of growth going to those at the bottom 
versus those at the top would encourage a more sustainable and just form of economic prosperity.

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar overarching The document is lacking in mental health indicators

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 10 02a. This target is not clear, ‘promotes decent work’ focuses on program implementation not outcomes, and there is 
no clear definition for ‘decent.’

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 10 02b. The target mentions social indicators but this is not addressed by the indicators.

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 11 02c. ‘sexual and reproductive health rights,’ it seems that reproductive rights are addressed but sexual rights are 
not, there could be something included about the prevalence of sexual assault.

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 11 03b.
Indicators are focused primarily on cognitive outcomes but the target outlines ‘a broad range of learning 
outcomes,’ in order to reduce the drop out rate there are social and emotional outcomes which may also need 
to be addressed. Also the Target is not grammatically correct.

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 12 04c. The issue to measure states ‘violence against women’ but it may be more applicable to note ‘gender based 
violence,’ men experience violence too and this is largely unaddressed.

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 15 07a. The target is a run on sentence and ‘expand employment’ is not addressed in the indicators, this seems to 
relate to supply of opportunities.

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 32 30-32 Sentence needs to be reworked, should read, ‘For example, official development assistance (ODA) is critical 
for ensuring many SDGS and needs are mobilized in every high-income country’

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 42 25-26 ‘This proposed indicator measure show far such appeals are funded for vulnerable states.’ This sentence 
should read, ‘This proposed indicator measure shows how far such appeals are funded for vulnerable states.’

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 45 5--7
‘It covers the total number of people who have an informal employment situation, that is, workers whose 
employment relationships are not subject to labor legislation, income taxation, social protection or other 
employment benefits in law or in practice.’

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 45 21-22 ‘Yet the latter makes it harder to compare the extent of informal employment within the labor market.’

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 46 16-20 The formatting for these indicators is different from the rest and they are unclear.

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 51 Indicator 17 This does not account for births to unmarried women which is common in the case of teenage pregnancies for 
instances of sexual assault.

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 56 9 Should read ‘..as a proportion of total children who have reached the end of the primary schooling cycle in the 
country.’

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 64 Target 4a An additional indicator could be the rate and availability of employees taking paid maternity or paternity leave.

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 67 Target 4c This target denotes violence against individuals but only focuses on women and girls. It might be useful to 
include all gender based violence and then disaggregate it by gender.

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 71 Indicator 37

This indicator should be based off of the Composite International Diagnostic Interview (CIDI) which is being 
developed by WHO. Also, since this is included there could be more additional indicators pertaining to mental 
health such as DALY (or disability-adjusted life year) which is calculated as the sum of Year of Life Lost(YLL) 
due to premature mortality in the population and the Years Lost due to Disability (YLD).
DALY=YLL+YLD
YLL=number of deaths(N)*standard life expectancy at age of death in years(L), YLD=number of 
incidents(I)*disability weight(DW)*average duration of the case until remission or death measured in years(L)
YLD prevalence=number of prevalent cases(P)*disability weight(DW)
Could also include the ratio of social workers or mental health professionals to population and prevalence of 
undiagnosed mental health disorders.

Flora Cohen Earth Institute 28-Mar 100 Indicator 56 Social capital is key to disaster recovery and should be expressed in disaster recovery efforts or as an 
indicator of community development (eg. amount of organizations run by local community members)
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Francis Muthama Kinga Africa 28-Mar overarching

On the effective learning I think preventive measures like oral health education and hand washing promotion 
should be factored for example ensuring the children in the developing world get preventive and promotive 
health lessons in schools. Health promotion should be part of the school curriculum. This is what I am doing 
and I have seen great results.

Francis Muthama Kinga Africa 28-Mar overarching
For the people to be completely health and well, there needs to be a consideration of non communicable 
diseases, dental carries being top in the list. My organization and I are particularly keen on the oral health 
issue that has been ignored by many African governments.

Francis Muthama Kinga Africa 28-Mar overarching Everything else is perfect and should be adopted as it is. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this.

Francois 
Guerquin

United 
Nations 
Secretary-
General’s 
Advisory 
Board on 
Water and 
Sanitation 

28-Mar overarching UNSGAB welcomes the report and in particular supports the attention given to water and sanitation issues 
through 5 related indicators (52 – 57- 58 – 69 – 84)

Francois 
Guerquin

United 
Nations 
Secretary-
General’s 
Advisory 
Board on 
Water and 
Sanitation 

28-Mar overarching The fact that water and sanitation is a cross-cutting issue which impacts close to all of development goals is 
also clearly stated through the cross-cutting approach (page 27)

Francois 
Guerquin

United 
Nations 
Secretary-
General’s 
Advisory 
Board on 
Water and 
Sanitation 

28-Mar 57

The reports only targets basic water (defined as improved sources with a total collection time of 30 minutes or 
less for round trip, including queuing) while commenting “Use of an improved drinking water source is a proxy 
for measuring access to safe drinking water. The limitations of this indicator are that it does not specify a 
minimum available amount of water.”! It looks like the water safety issue has not been identified as a major 
issue. It is definitely: while around 800 million people lack access to improved water source today, an 
estimated 2 billion lack access to water which is really safe and therefore drink water that endangers health.

Francois 
Guerquin

United 
Nations 
Secretary-
General’s 
Advisory 
Board on 
Water and 
Sanitation 

28-Mar 98 69

An indicator focusing on wastewater treatment would be a major step forward. Wastewater was an orphan 
issue in the MDGs and consequently didn’t receive political attention. Increasing water scarcity and 
generalized pollution threaten water availability for human consumption, economic development and 
ecosystems. Without improved wastewater treatment the water crisis could not be avoided.

Frank 
Rijsberman

CGIAR 
Consortium of 
International 
Agricultural 
Research 
Centers

28-Mar overarching

We miss in the current draft a clear acknowledgement of the critical role of agricultural biodiversity in ensuring 
the stability, resilience, nutritional quality and continuing evolution of production systems, and thus long-term 
food security, in the context of climate change, dietary transition, population growth, increasing costs of inputs 
and the imperative to protect natural resources such as soil, water, biodiversity etc. Articles 5 and 6 of the 
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) reflect the importance 
assigned by the international community to supporting the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic 
resources for food and agriculture for food security.

Goal 6 “Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Prosperity” expresses a supply-side perspective focused 
on increasing the production of the main staple crops while paying attention to some of the important negative 
externalities related to fertilizer and water use as well as impacts on land degradation. Certainly the success of 
Sustainable Agricultural Intensification ultimately depends on agricultural biodiversity. Important though this is, 
we suggest a holistic perspective would in addition recognize that a more diverse, resilient agriculture sector 
as essential to the food security and nutrition aspects of the SDGs (the hunger, malnutrition and obesity 
indicators). This could be addressed by better linkages among Goals 1b (food security and nutrition), 5c 
(healthy diets), 6 (agriculture) and 9 (biodiversity). We further recommend clear recognition of the importance 
of diversification of the agricultural production paradigm to include more knowledge-based and biodiversity-
based perspectives explicitly considering the diverse environmental services provided by rural landscapes.

Frank 
Rijsberman

CGIAR 
Consortium of 
International 
Agricultural 
Research 
Centers

28-Mar 82, 110 Line 26, 11

We suggest that an additional indicator be inserted addressing the long-term conservation, availability and 
sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. This new indicator should be placed under 
Goal 6 or Goal 9, with cross-reference to the other. 

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) has established the Aichi Target 13: “By 2020, the genetic 
diversity of cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated animals and of wild relatives, including other socio-
economically as well as culturally valuable species, is maintained, and strategies have been developed and 
implemented for minimizing genetic erosion and safeguarding their genetic diversity.” 

Frank 
Rijsberman

CGIAR 
Consortium of 
International 
Agricultural 
Research 
Centers

28-Mar NEW 
INDICATOR

Given that both this text and that of the ITPGRFA have already been agreed upon by the international 
community, we suggest that they be combined into an indicator addressing both conservation and sustainable 
use of agricultural biodiversity.

Frank 
Rijsberman

CGIAR 
Consortium of 
International 
Agricultural 
Research 
Centers

28-Mar 61
We suggest that diverse, high quality seed be included as a critical service along with post-harvest dimensions 
presently listed. In fact, this indicator could be merged with indicator 62 to provide a single indicator of access 
to services. This merged indicator could be monitored by FAO.

Glen Tarman Action Against 
Hunger 28-Mar overarching

Whilst malnutrition remains both the result of poverty and a cause of poverty, 'Eliminate hunger and ensure 
food and nutrition security' should be a standalone goal in its own right. The post-2015 framework should 
include a standalone food and nutrition security goal that aims for food and nutrition security for all (food and 
nutrition security occurs when “all people at all times have physical, social and economic access to food, which 
is safe and consumed in sufficient quantity and quality to meet their dietary needs and food preferences, and is 
supported by an environment of adequate sanitation, health services and care, allowing for a healthy and 
active life.” FAO, Coming to Terms with Terminology Rome, 2012.
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Glen Tarman Action Against 
Hunger 28-Mar overarching

52 million children under five in the world today – 1 in 12 children in this age group – are suffering from acute 
malnutrition or 'wasting'. The most severe form of the condition directly causes the death of one million children 
under five every year. And the moderate form of the condition is a significant contributing factor in many more 
preventable child deaths. Yet acute malnutrition/'wasting' is not (yet) featured - this is a serious omission that 
should be rectified, especially as the World Health Assembly (WHA) agreed 2015 targets. 

Glen Tarman Action Against 
Hunger 28-Mar overarching

A specific target on wasting should be included within the post-2015 development framework, as part of a 
broader goal on nutrition or food and nutrition security. The target should go beyond the ambition of the 2025 
WHA target, committing states to a more significant reduction in the rates of acute malnutrition and setting 
them on a clear path towards ending under-five deaths from the condition.  

Glen Tarman Action Against 
Hunger 28-Mar overarching

The proposal to keep the total number of core indicators to no more than 100 may not be optimal. For 
example, reducing stunting and wasting requires a multi-sectoral response targeted at the poorest and most 
vulnerable. Nutrition-related targets and indicators should be incorporated into other potential goals – including 
goals related to children’s health and mortality; women’s
health and mortality; gender equality and women’s empowerment; water, sanitation and hygiene; education; 
and governance.

Glen Tarman Action Against 
Hunger 28-Mar overarching

The new post-2015 goals should aim to end hunger and reduce malnutrition in
all its forms (stunting, wasting, micronutrient deficiency, and obesity). Importantly, malnutrition in all its forms is 
predominantly concentrated among the poorest and most vulnerable in society, and has a particularly 
detrimental impact on women and children. Undernutrition is the single biggest cause of under-5 mortality, 
underlying nearly half of all child deaths; and overweight and obesity are rising rapidly, especially in lower- and 
middle-income countries.

Glen Tarman Action Against 
Hunger 28-Mar P8 A specific target on wasting should be included within the post-2015 development framework:

'End childhood deaths from wasting and reduce wasting further below the WHA 2025 target of less than 5%'

Glen Tarman Action Against 
Hunger 28-Mar P16

Water should include targets to:
'Provide universal access to safe drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene for households, schools, and health 
facilities'

Glen Tarman Action Against 
Hunger 28-Mar P38

A specific target on wasting should be included within the post-2015 development framework:
'End childhood deaths from wasting and reduce wasting further below the WHA 2025 target of less than 5%'
This is absent from the key issues to measure for the target yet 52 million children under five in the world today 
– 1 in 12 children in this age group – are suffering from acute malnutrition or 'wasting'. The most severe form of 
the condition directly causes the death of one million children under five every year.
As the Gates Foundation March 2014 report on a nutrition security goal said: "wasting [...] is now the more 
accepted measure of extreme hunger."
https://docs.gatesfoundation.org/documents/Post%202015%20Food%20Security%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf

Graham Long Newcastle 
University 28-Mar overarching

Generally, shouldn't the indicators, taken together, suffice to assess progress towards the target? Individually, 
they should track a key, necessary component of achieving the target; collectively, they should be sufficient to 
measure the most relevant dimensions of progress (the same should also be true of the relationship between 
goals and targets, I take it, so that targets are individually necessary and jointly sufficient).  I think goal area 4, 
especially, comes up short in this respect.

Graham Long Newcastle 
University 28-Mar overarching

In Goal 4, the goals, targets and indicators don't seem to be in alignment.  "Human rights" are in the goals and 
the indicators, but not the targets. Target 4a, to be sure, tracks realisation of some rights, and the basic rights-
idea of non-discrimination, but not the full content or extent of human rights. First, is "ending inequalities" in 
these respects, the same thing as guaranteeing the content of each right to everyone? (e.g. you can have a 
government that limits free association, but limits it equally for women, too). Second, target 4a talks about 
"public service delivery, rule of law, access to justice, participation"; is this meant to cover all the civil and 
political human rights? I'm not sure it does, if that was the intention. On the other hand, indicator 27 will include 
the full content of all HR (if it works, see below), including what is covered in the indicators 32 and 33 under 4c - 
I'm not sure if potential 'double measuring' is a problem? Target 4b measures relative poverty but this is not the 
same as "social inclusion".  It is measuring "inequality", but this may or may not be the same kind of inequality 
as the goal is concerned with. E.g. you might meet target 4b (halving the number), with every single person left 
in relative poverty a woman. Target 4b might be better placed under another heading, or the link to this goal 
made more explicit? Target 4c tracks prevention of violence against women and children, but there is no 
mention of the other bases for discrimination mentioned under 4a, or "minorities" as in indicator 28; but these 
do look relevant to target 4a and the goal itself. For that matter, target 4c reflects a universal human right: it 
isn't just women who have a right to "security of person". (You measure violent injury and death under indicator 
6, but it seems, not for its own sake, rather to check whether assistance is correctly targeted?) 

What I've written here is a bit too quick to be fair, but I think these issues merit deeper consideration - please 
get in touch if you'd like me to expand on what I've said.

Graham Long Newcastle 
University 28-Mar 12-13 

(targets 4a-c) 27

Human rights are part of the goal, but there's not much present by way of direct measurement of  them; 
instead, you've opted to measure a process for assessment. The OHCHR peer review process is put forward 
here, but this has two problems. (a) This process currently looks weak and (perhaps unavoidably) politicized. 
(b) In terms of method,  I'm not sure how the contents of the country recommendations and compliance with 
them  would be assessed and aggregated, especially when - following (a) - the strength of the 
recommendations, or what counts as compliance, itself is a matter of judgment. For example, not all the 
recommendations are correct, or put forward for the right reasons; not all country reports or responses to them 
stand scrutiny, for similar reasons.
Recommend: a different indicator? If you're not happy of any of the indices currently out there for civil and 
political human rights, democracy etc., isn't there need for a new one, perhaps under the auspices of the 
OHCHR? (in fact, this seems to be demanded by a "data revolution").

Graham Long Newcastle 
University 28-Mar 28

Especially if you've only got room here for one indicator of discrimination, I'm not clear that this is a very good 
measure of discrimination against women or other "minorities". This depends partly how much of the anti-
discrimination work will be done elsewhere (e.g. 27, 29). I can see arguments both ways, but this measure is 
imperfect, even as a way of measuring discrimination only in the public sphere or as a proxy for wider 
discrimination. More broadly, it is quite possible for women to be victims of systematic discrimination across 
many spheres, despite some getting into parliament: it is also possible for women to be less discriminated 
against, despite not many female parliamentarians. Recommend: consider replacement with something that 
tracks discrimination in a wider range of respects, or else adoption of a couple of additional indicators.

Graham Long Newcastle 
University 28-Mar 30+31

How will these measures of income inequality measure progress towards the goal of "gender equality, social 
inclusion and human rights"? Unless you wanted to measure the % of people in relative poverty who are 
women/"minorities" or similar?
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Graham Long Newcastle 
University 28-Mar 32+33

What's the reason for not measuring  all violence - against persons, against minorities, against women -  in 
addition to this, in these respects, under this goal? all these other indicators seem to matter for achieving the 
goal (and it would allow for comparison). Under 33, why access to justice, for women, for "sexual and gender-
based" violence rather than (i) all instances of violence (or is violence against women necessarily "gender 
based"?) or (ii) all crimes, instead?

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar overarching

Save the Children applauds Sustainable Development Solutions Network on putting forth another 
comprehensive and ambitious proposal for the post- 2015 development agenda. This draft report builds upon 
the previous report, where we saw a strong emphasis on health, education, protection and wellbeing for all, 
and an overarching commitment to ending extreme poverty.  Save the Children is hopeful a robust monitoring 
and evaluation roadmap, with room for flexibility at the country level, will allow for timely distribution of progress 
results that paves the way for continuous improvements in program implementation. We support the report’s 
mix of proposed indicators to track the multidimensional nature of poverty and create incentives for change. 
We found Annex 2 helpful in further elaborating why indicators were chosen, how they could be disaggregated 
and how countries can determine indicators that fit their needs through the list of Tier 2 recommendations. 

These comments reflect areas of both strong support and areas where we saw divergent  priorities:  
1. As we learned from the MDGs, highlighting income inequality in this framework will be integral if we are to 
overcome extreme poverty among different income groups. The gap between the poor and rich continues to 
widen, and we believe this framework is an opportunity to reduce and measure reduction in inequality. 
Examples of how to shrink this gap are articulated below:
a) As the HLP report highlighted, this framework should leave no one behind; no goal or target should be 
considered met unless it is met for all relevant social and economic groups. (cont.)

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar overarching

b) If no one is going to be left behind, disaggregating data to the maximum extent possible is essential, and 
your efforts on this front are clear. We suggest disaggregating data by income as much as possible across 
indicators, especially in education and early childhood development. We have learned from our work that 
children from lower socio-economic backgrounds bear the brunt of income inequality early on. The Palma ratio  
has been widely agreed by the World Bank and other partners as an acceptable alternative for measuring 
income inequality using the bottom 40% and top 10%. We recommend using this ratio in conjunction with Gini 
coefficient and entropy measures to assess the reduction in income inequality. In addition, disaggregation by 
geography also allows us to track and reach those marginalized due to location.  Technical and financial 
investments in data collection have been cited as a counter argument to disaggregating data- that cannot deter 
us from making the investments and continuing to be ambitious if this framework is going to benefit all, 
especially the most marginalized groups. 
c) In order to close the gaps between the world's rich and poor, Save the Children suggests incorporation of 
interim ‘stepping stone’ equity targets (see the Appendix for detailed explanation and examples). These targets 
measure the progress in achieving goals by 2030, and countries can set their illustrative interim targets for 
2022, and track the outcomes for all groups. (cont.)

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar overarching

2.  As we hope for statistically measurable indicators that can be compared within and across countries, we 
presume actual numbers on percentages will be determined by countries for the local context. This allows for 
the localization of the framework, but we suggest highlighting that countries will be expected to set the figures 
on certain indicators (see our specific comments below). 
3. Citizen participation, based on access to timely and user friendly information, is critical in ensuring that we 
engage individuals and communities in providing input for measuring progress and in holding governments and 
others accountable. We support the effort to measure perceptions of health wellbeing in indicator 49. However, 
overall the suggested indicators largely lack any perception and self-reported indicators to capture insights into 
how people experience and feel about their lives and societies they live in. As a result we have added 
additional perception-based indicators in the specific comments section.
4. The report has some targets on violence against women and children, but it lacks any indicators that 
measure the prevalence and impact on violence against both boys and girls. Given the high numbers of boys 
and girls suffering from violence worldwide and the impact of such violence on their development and the 
development of their nations, we would welcome the inclusion of specific child-focused indicators.

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 7 31-37

We support the idea of having “Core Indicators” and “Tier 2” indicators to allow for indicators that are 
measurable and will enable comparison among countries. However, given that inequality was inadequately 
addressed as part of the original MDGs, we highly recommend having inequality as a “Core Indicator” instead 
of “Tier 2”- this will ensure that countries tackle the widening gap between the poor and rich, especially in 
middle and high-income countries. We believe this is critical to emphasize in the next global agenda that seeks 
to eradicate poverty.

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 9 Indicator 3 We strongly support measuring stunting rates for children under 5.

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 9 Indicator 6 We highly recommend disaggregating this indicator by age and gender as to be able to account for boys and 

girls who are victims of injuries and deaths as well as by context (i.e. conflict, armed violence, etc.)

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 10 Indicator 7

The impact of conflict and violence, especially on children, should also be measured by the compliance to 
internationally agreed treaties such as a) the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on 
children and armed conflict. 2) International humanitarian law banning the use of indiscriminate weapons 3) 
action plans to end recruitment and use of children 4) policies to control access to small arms, including to 
groups involved in organized crime.

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 10 Indicator 8 We highly recommend disaggregating this indicator by sector (child protection, education, nutrition, etc.). 

Education and Child Protection have tended to be the least funded sectors in emergencies.

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 10 Indicator 10 

& 11

In order to guarantee decent work for all, including working-age children, we should ensure that they are not 
exploited through work. We therefore propose to include a new indicator that measures children in harmful 
work situations: Percentage of girls and boys 5-17 years old in hazardous work (disaggregated by age and 
type of work).

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 11 Targets 3a 

and 3b Inequality should be included as an “issue to measure” .

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 11 Target 3b

Quality education is one that is violent-free. We therefore highly recommend that the target will include a new 
indicator reading: Legislation banning all forms of violence against children in schools (corporal punishment, 
gender and sexual violence, bullying, etc.)

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 12 Indicator 24

We highly recommend disaggregating this indicator by income to measure the gaps in percentages of youth 
from the poorest 40% and richest 10% using the Palma ratio. Measuring these gaps is essential in tackling 
inequality across indicators.

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 12 Indicator 26

We applaud the inclusion of an indicator measuring number of registered births. However, this indicator should 
measure how many children are registered at birth and have proof of registration, including percentage of 
children with a birth certificate in disadvantaged groups to measure reduction in disparity between more and 
less advantageous groups.
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Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 12 Indicator 27

We welcome the inclusion of an indicator related to the compliance with recommendations from the Universal 
Periodic Review and UN Treaties. To ensure the full participation of the public, including children, in political 
and economic life and their engagement with the UPR and the UN Human Rights treaty bodies, we would 
recommend the inclusion of an additional indicator around civil rights and freedoms and a flourishing civil 
society - for example “Perception of opportunities to exercise the rights to freedom of expression, association 
and assembly without restrictions.” This indicator could be measured through scaling up CIVICUS “Enabling 
Environment Index.”

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 12 Indicator 32 We highly recommend disaggregating this indicator by age in order to account for girls below the age of 18 

subject to violence by an intimate partner.

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 13-Dec Target 4c

This target lacks more child-focused indicators, some of them existing already and being collected by UNICEF 
and WHO. The dimension of prevention is as important as that of response. Process indicators are as well very 
relevant for this target to be achieved. We highly recommend to include the following indicators measuring 
violence against boys and girls: 1) Percentage of girls and boys living outside family care (disaggregated by 
age and type of living arrangement); 2) Legal ban on all forms of violence against children (disaggregated by 
different forms of violence); 3) Percentage of national budget allocated to child protection services 
(disaggregated per type of services); 4) Number of trained social workers dedicated to children and families 
every 100,000 children; 5) Percentage of girls and boys who experienced any violent discipline at home in the 
last month.

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 13 Indicator 33 We highly recommend disaggregation of this indicator by gender and age in order to account for boys and girls 

subject to sexual and gender based violence.

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 13 Indicator 35

This is a critical indicator. Maximum out-of-pocket expenditure of 15-20% is the level at which research shows 
the incidence of financial catastrophe from health expenditure falls to negligible levels. While countries may be 
able to set specific indicators, it is crucial to include this range as a desired outcome.

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 13 Target 05b

We strongly support the proposed targets but also suggest including preventable stilbirths. While not included 
in the MDG monitoring, 2.6 million stillbirths occur each, 1.2 million of these are intrapartum stillbirths 
(occurring during labour and childbirth) and most of these are preventable. Effective care at birth is a litmus 
test of health system performance, and intrapartum stillbirths are a sensitive marker of delay since these 
babies die fast. Intrapartum stillbirth rate should also be added as an indicator

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 13 38-39 We strongly support these indicators to measure maternal, neonatal and under-5 child deaths as an important 

step in eradicating preventable deaths.

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 34 26 We strongly support disaggregation of indicators as much as possible. 

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 37 36

We have found that income (or consumption) inequality can have particularly damaging impacts on children’s 
opportunities in life. In addition to the suggested ratios noted, we strongly believe this framework should aim to 
reduce income inequality in if we are to measure the progress in ending poverty across incomes. Regardless 
of the metrics, ambition must be high and we recommend allowing countries to establish an indicator that 
measures reduction in inequality using the Palma ratio – (see Footnote 1).

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 54 4, 34

In addition to disaggregating the ECD Index by sex and age, it is particularly crucial that the ECDI be 
disaggregated by income.

Including a specific indicator that tracks the disparity in access to quality ECCD such as: 
-        National gap in appropriate levels of early child development between the poorest 40% and richest 10% 
of children has reduced by at least x%

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 55 33

We agree on the disaggregation points for this indicator and recommend adding an indicator on equity such as:
-        X % of children in disadvantaged groups transition from primary to secondary school, and disparity 
between the richest and poorest has narrowed

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 56 15

Disaggregate by income and other social groups, not just sex.

Include a specific indicator on narrowing the gap in learning outcomes, such as:
-        National gap in learning outcomes between the poorest 40% and riches 10% of children has reduced by 
at least x%

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 56 Indicator 21

Recommend including an indicator on teacher training:
-        All teachers are professionally trained, with regional disparities in numbers of trained teachers eliminated.

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 58 20

Given that the majority of those out of school are out of school because of conflict and disaster, we 
recommend an indicator that deals with the importance of ensuring safe, protective and child-friendly learning 
environments.

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 64 8--11

We would support moving the “Percentage of women without their own income” indicator from a Tier 2 to a 
Core indicator. This would highlight the importance of monitoring household economic gender issues, 
something that seems missing in the current Core indicators.

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 72 11

We suggest changing the text of this indicator to reflect the current global indictor: Post-natal care coverage 
(one visit). Similar to antenatal care coverage, t The percentage of women aged 15–49 with a live birth in a 
given time period that received post-natal care within two days of childbirth (regardless of place of delivery) 
provided by skilled health personnel at least once following the birth of their child and by any provider four or 
more times after birth. 

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 122 89-100

We welcome the intention expressed in the first paragraph that the public sector, business, and other 
stakeholders should commit to good governance, including  transparency, accountability, access to 
information, participation, an end to tax and secrecy  havens, and efforts to stamp out corruption. In line with 
this statement, we would suggest the inclusion of an additional indicator measuring levels of governance 
transparency and participation, for example through the following indicator “Perception of opportunities to 
access public information and influence policy-making and budgeting.” The World Bank and the International 
Budget Partnership (though scaling up its Open Budget Survey) could for example measure this indicator.   

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar 123 31-32

There are limitations with an indicator that relies on the voluntary disclosure of non-financial data. Currently, 
75% of companies do not report on sustainability issues at all. Without legislation, it will be decades before 
sustainability reporting is common practice. As such, we suggest this indicator is replaced by, or supplemented 
with the following: ‘Legislation is established that requires all large businesses to report on their social and 
environmental impact, including human rights impact.’

In terms of the scope of such an indicator, we recommend the EU definition of a large business:  as having 
EITHER >250 employees; OR >€50M turnover AND €43M assets. This overcomes the problem of excluding 
large non-listed companies (which also have significant ESG impacts) from the scope of such an indicator 
based on a market cap of $1 billion.
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Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar

Appendix: 
“Stepping 

stone” 
Targets 

Methodology for defining and monitoring stepping stone equity targets

1) Identify social or economic groups that are the most disadvantaged in terms of human development 
outcomes for the relevant target area, based on baseline data for each country.  For example, these might 
include people in lower income quintiles, children and older people, women and girls, people with a disability, 
ethno-linguistic minorities and people living in remote areas.  Those furthest behind are likely to be suffering 
from multiple, intersecting inequalities, for example girls from minority groups living in poor households in 
remote areas.

2) Calculate the rate of improvement required for each group to achieve the 2030 target, and on the basis of 
this, identify where each group will need to be in 2022 in order to be on track.  This is the interim stepping 
stone target.

3) Stepping stones can only be deemed to have been met if:
- All groups have met their interim target.
- The gap between more and less advantaged groups is narrowing as a result of faster progress by 
disadvantaged groups, rather than regression by more advantaged groups.

By 2030, no target can be considered met unless it is met for all disadvantaged groups.

This approach draws on proposals presented in: Watkins, K.  (2013)  Leaving no one behind: an equity agenda 
for the post-2015 development goals. London: ODI; and Joint Monitoring Programme  Post-2015 WASH 
targets and indicators.  World Health Organisation and UNICEF. 

Gretchen King Save the 
Children 28-Mar

Appendix: 
“Stepping 

stone” 
Targets 

Income poverty:
- By 2022: The average distance^ that people are living below the national poverty line has reduced to x , and 
gaps in average income between advantaged & disadvantaged groups has narrowed.
- By 2022: The share of women’s & young people’s wages in GDP has increased to x & the gap in their median 
wage compared to the total population has narrowed.
Food security: 
- By 2022: stunting rate amongst disadvantaged groups has reduced to x and disparity between more and less 
advantaged groups has narrowed.
- By 2022: x% of people in disadvantaged groups have access to water, sanitation & hygiene and disparity 
between more and less advantaged groups has narrowed
Maternal, newborn and child deaths: 
- By 2022: Newborn mortality in disadvantaged groups decreases to x and disparity between more and less 
advantaged groups has narrowed.
- By 2022: x% of births in disadvantaged groups are attended by a skilled birth attendant and disparity between 
more and less advantaged groups has narrowed.
Education: 
- By 2022: x% of children in the most disadvantaged groups (including those with disabilities) achieve minimum 
relevant learning outcomes and disparity between more and less advantaged groups has narrowed.
- By 2022: x% of children in disadvantaged groups have appropriate levels of child development and disparity 
between more and less advantaged groups has narrowed.  
Disasters:
- By 2022: Number of disaster deaths amongst disadvantaged groups is no more than x and disparity in the 
death rate between more and less advantaged groups has narrowed. 
Impact of climate change:
- By 2022: Direct economic losses due to climate related disasters amongst disadvantaged groups is a 
maximum of x% of their average annual household income and disparity in losses between more and less 
advantaged groups has narrowed. 
Inclusive and accountable governance: 
- By 2022: x% of children in disadvantage-have  groups have a birth certificate and disparity in registration 
rates between more and less advantaged groups has narrowed. 

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar overarching
The report mentions on several occasions the need to ensure consistency with the indicators of the MDGs. 
While this would ensure continuity in data collection and analysis there is also a need to recognize limitations. 
Relying on MDG indicators alone is not enough.

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar overarching We support the ambitious approach for data gathering, analysis and reporting presented on pages 4 and 5 of 
the report. This would require adequate capacity-building.

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar overarching Different definitions/concepts are used at times for similar targets.

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar overarching For education, see comments by the Technical Advisory Group for post-2015 education indicators, 
coordinated by the UNESCO Institute for Statistics 

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar 5 39 The section should reflect measurements and open access instruments that each country should have in place 
(e.g. vital statistics, censuses, surveys, national accounts, administrative records, Big Data).

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar 14 52 Water productivity: This index could be replaced /complemented by covering water productivity in cities and for 
industries, UNESCO could be following up on this.

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar 16 68 Should read percentage of wastewater treated and fulfilling local standards.

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar 18 Table 1

GOAL 09: Secure Ecosystem Services and Biodiversity, and Ensure Good Management of Water, Oceans, 
Forests and Natural Resources, identifies Ocean Health Index partnership as the lead agency that would 
collect national information and prepare annual reports. Regardless of the value of the Ocean Health Index, 
this partnership is primarily composed of US-based private sector and NGO partners. The role of relevant 
ocean international organizations is not mentioned whilst these have a mandate for collecting and facilitating 
the exchange of ocean data and information likely to support ocean relevant SDGs indicators. In particular, 
IOC/UNESCO, FAO, and UNEP are key data providers. IOC for example supports a network of 120 national 
ocean data centers and host the only global marine biodiversity database (OBIS). SDG indicator compilation 
needs to be sustained over time and therefore integrated in the programme of relevant international agencies. 

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar 19 85

This indicator may require revision. The percentage of water used depends on natural availability therefore it 
can be very high or very low independently if water is properly or not managed at all.

As mentioned in the annex “Target 9c: Proportion of total water resources used. This indicator monitors 
countries’ contribution towards global (over-) consumption of freshwater resources “

This means that it will be relevant only for those countries with OVER exploitation, for other countries it is not 
meaningful. It also reports ON the problem on not on the PROGESS to address it as proposed below.

Suggested change:
Percentage on the registration of water rights, to be follow up by UNESCO, this  indicates how well a country is 
tracking the use of water, the users, the  procedures for its disposal
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Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar 22 Table 2

·       Link Goal 9 (BD) with growth and employment;
·       Link Goal 9 with health;
·       The link between Goal 9 and Inequalities: Rather than refer to ‘indigenous peoples’ the CBD official 
formulation ‘Indigenous and local communities’ should be used;
·       Link Goal 9 with STI through harmonization between national STI policies and National Biodiversity 
Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs);
·       The link between Goal 9 and sustainable use of land, forests and other terrestrial ecosystems should 
make reference to the need to apply the Ecosystem Approach principles and guidelines adopted by the 
CBD.

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar 47 11 Rationale on planetary boundaries:  The statement that a certain percentage of biodiversity can be lost without 
affecting ecosystem functioning cannot be supported from a scientific point of view.

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar Target 2b We support the indicators under Target 2b.

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar Targets 
6a/6b

Under Targets 6a/6b, diversity of plant genetic resources of importance for food and agriculture should be 
added.

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar 110

Indicator 79/ Target 9a: The Ocean Health Index is based on 10 goals for a healthy ocean, that allow the 
calculation of an index, taking into account not only environmental issues, but also social and economics 
themes. It aims to help countries to prioritize and make the case for action to improve their index score. That 
being said, the main comment is that the use of this index is limited in this case as it does not provide a clear 
numbered target.  It allows the policy makers to recognize the areas that are in bad health, that need attention 
and specific action in priority by offering an assessment, a statement regarding the health of the ocean.  It is 
unlikely that nations would agree on a common value as a SDG target.  Thus, basing the Ocean SDGs solely 
on it may not be possible. Nevertheless, it can definitely prove to be helpful, once the target has been clearly 
defined. The other limitation regards to its application beyond areas under national jurisdiction (64% of the 
ocean surface and 40% of the planet surface). A regional index based on OHI will likely be an aggregation of 
national scores, therefore only covering the national Exclusive Economic Zones.  The proposed target and 
indicator (OHI) does not capture other important elements to ocean sustainability for e.g. the need to build 
resilient coastal communities by reducing vulnerability to ocean related risks, or the scientific capacity and 
technological dimension of ocean management which is major impediment for coastal nations from the 
developing world to achieve sustainable development.

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar Indicator no 
81 This indicator could be reformulated to ‘Percentage of important biodiversity areas’

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar 129 Indicator no 
100

The advantage of the current proposal is that it allows for a gender component to be built in. The alternative 
would be a target around the investment in R&D (R&D as a % of GDP). The advantage of that indicator is that 
it is a highly recognizable one, and already much in use by various governments and organizations in the 
world.

Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar

New 
suggestion 

under 
Target 10

Within target 10, R&D expenditure as a % of GDP, or researchers per 1000 employment could be proposed as 
core indicators. They are both consistent with available MDG indicators (thus ensuring continuity in data 
collection and analysis). They apply equally well to developed and developing countries. They are both 
available on a regular basis and there is a broad international consensus on their measurement.

Alternative indicators could also include: Number of Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) instruments
Hans d’Orville UNESCO 28-Mar Target 10c Indicators under this target could include Technology Transfer and Open Access.

Heather Hamilton Girls Not 
Brides 28-Mar overarching

The Girls Not Brides Secretariat welcomes the SDSN report presenting a framework of 100 indicators for the 
Sustainable Development Goals. We urge the inclusion of the rates of child marriage (the proportion of women 
aged 20-24 who were first married below age 18 and 15) as a core indicator in the final report.

Heather Hamilton Girls Not 
Brides 28-Mar 68 17

The Girls Not Brides Secretariat welcomes the SDSN report and the inclusion of the ‘additional’ indicator on 
‘percentage of women aged 20-24 who were married or in a union before age 18’ under a target to prevent and 
eliminate violence against individuals, especially women and children. However, we urge the SDSN to include 
the prevalence of child marriage as a ‘core’ indicator in its final report. In addition, we urge the network to 
include an additional measure commonly used in surveys —the proportion of women aged 20-24 who were 
first married below age 15.

Rates of child marriage are an effective indicator of progress toward women’s and girls’ rights and safety: 
Changes in the prevalence of child marriage are not only an effective indicator of progress in ending violence 
against women and children, but can also serve as a proxy for progress on goals related to gender equality or 
the needs and rights of adolescents that are currently under discussion in the international process. The 
indicator captures one of the most important life transitions for a girl. It signifies immediate and long term 
disempowerment, violation of rights, and is symptomatic of an entrenched harmful social norm.  

Child marriage undermines achievement of other key development goals: Child marriage is a cross-cutting 
human rights issue affecting the rights of girls and women to health, education, equality, non-discrimination, 
and to live free from violence and exploitation, including slavery and servitude. Girls who marry young do not 
receive the educational and economic opportunities that help lift them out of poverty and which are necessary 
to build a sustainable and prosperous future for their communities and countries. Ninety percent of adolescent 
pregnancies in the developing world take place within the context of marriage, undermining progress toward 
reducing maternal and infant mortality. Adolescent girls are key to sustainable development and should be 
placed at the centre of the Post-2015 framework as educated and healthy women work more productively, 
contributing to greater national productivity and higher GDP. (cont.)

Heather Hamilton Girls Not 
Brides 28-Mar 68 17

The indicator is technically sound and currently gathered: The prevalence of child marriage is a well-defined 
and measurable indicator of multiple development priorities that can be reliably tracked over time across a 
large number of countries.  It is already being tracked through national surveys undertaken at regular intervals 
in most developing countries.

The problem is significant and worldwide: Approximately 14 million girls are married every year before they 
reach the age of 18. 1 in 3 girls in the developing world is married by age 18, and 1 in 9 is married by age 15, 
some as young as eight or nine. It is a truly global problem that cuts across countries, cultures, religions and 
ethnicities. Child brides can be found in every region in the world, from the Middle East to Latin America, South 
Asia to Europe.

Girls Not Brides is a global partnership of more than 300 civil society organisations from over 50 countries 
across Africa, South Asia, the Middle East, Europe and America united by a commitment to end child marriage 
and enable girls to fulfil their potential. 

Helene 
Unterguggenberg
er

Caritas 
Austria 28-Mar overarching

It is important that the EU’s principle on Policy Coherence for Development is reflected in the indicators of each 
future goal. This would also reflect the principle of universality of the future framework and would tackle 
international causes of hunger and poverty.
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Helene 
Unterguggenberg
er

Caritas 
Austria 28-Mar 38-39

Target 1b, 
End 

Hunger, 
Indicators

In its international programmes Caritas Austria, a member of the international Caritas network, has a strong 
priority on activities improving food security of smallholders in African and Asian countries. Therefore we   
advocate for a strong “End Hunger” goal to be defined in the future Beyond 2015 Framework. 

The indicators proposed in the text are well chosen. Caritas Austria recommends that End hunger should be 
defined in the form of a real zero-goal. Global undernourishment must fall below 2% by 2030 (from currently 
12.5% worldwide) and stunting in children under 5 should be reduced from the current 26% worldwide to at 
least 5%;

Beside those indicators that are measured directly in the countries affected by hunger there is a need to define 
also indicators measuring action against international causes of hunger. Caritas Austria recommends that 
additionally to the 5 proposed indicators in the text additional indicators must show the need for action at 
different levels and should clearly define international responsibilities in the fight against hunger (EU’s principle 
on “Policy Coherence for Development”). At least the following aspects should be considered directly in the 
“End Hunger Goal” and  indicators must be defined  for action: (cont.)

Helene 
Unterguggenberg
er

Caritas 
Austria 28-Mar

Target 1b, 
End 

Hunger, 
Indicators

.- Indicator on land tenure, ex. Level of implementation of UN voluntary Guidelines on Land Tenure);
- Stability of cereal prices, ex. reduction of  excessive speculation on food on financial markets);
- Indicator on Climate change, ex. level of implementation of mitigation and adaptation measures;
- Reduction of food waste. 
- Indicator on Fair agricultural trade policy;

Hien Tran, Diana 
Fletschner Landesa 28-Mar overarching

On behalf of Landesa, an NGO that works to secure land rights for the rural poor around the world, we want to 
thank you for sharing the draft SDSN report Indicators for Sustainable Development Goal and for inviting 
feedback.

We are very pleased to see that an indicator addressing access to land was included (indicator #86) and that 
land access and secure rural land tenure, especially for women (p. 23) was mentioned as important to a 
number of issues including gender equality, agricultural production, and governance.  We have specific 
comments on the proposed indicator and a suggestion for an alternative that we believe better reflects the 
need for a sex-disaggregated, outcome-focused, and simple indicator on secure rights to land.  

Hien Tran, Diana 
Fletschner Landesa 28-Mar 19, 118-119 Indicator 86

We believe it is important to propose a sex-disaggregated, outcome-focused, simple indicator.  An indicator 
that measures the percentage of women and percentage of men with legally recognized and documented land 
rights (i.e., documentation of such rights that could include documents relevant to specific national and local 
contexts and cover a range of rights related to land) would meet these criteria and principles.  Minimum data 
requirements for this indicator can be collected annually from a combination of sources, including household 
surveys, administrative data, and census data.  
We believe that it is important to propose an outcome indicator. The document suggests using an indicator that 
refers to the institutional, market, and legal frameworks for secure land tenure, land acquisition and access to 
natural resources.  While these frameworks must be in place to ensure secure land rights, experiences across 
the globe demonstrate that strong, equitable and inclusive frameworks do not guarantee secure tenure for all 
women and men. It is therefore important to ensure that the indicator captures what women and men 
experience.
We believe that it is important to propose a simple indicator. The document suggests an indicator that is a 
composite index—one that aggregates a few measures.  This presents a number of drawbacks, chiefly: (1) to 
aggregate the measures one has to assign them relative and often arbitrary weights; and (2) it obscures what 
is needed to increase a score from x to y.  
We believe the indicator should rely on primary data gathered directly from the people whose tenure security 
we want to assess.  The document suggests an indicator that appears to be based on the assessment of 
experts or professionals. Unfortunately, their perceptions may reflect and reinforce existing biases. 
We believe the indicator should be gender-sensitive. There appears to be a disconnect between the indicator 
chosen (page 23) and the need to prioritize women identified in table 2 (“especially women”). The proposed 
indicator that makes it difficult, if not impossible, to assess the gender inclusiveness of the current situation or 
to identify any subsequent progress.
We believe the indicator should use rights-based language.  There appears to be general agreement in the 
international development community that we care about secure access, and access can only be secure if it is 
backed by rights. 

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar overarching Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important document! It is coming together very well.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar overarching

All indicator data should be disaggregated by gender and age. In cases where gender and age are particularly 
important, disaggregation could be explicit in the indicator itself i.e. a “dedicated indicator,” just as crosscutting 
issues have dedicated goals (e.g household poverty disaggregated by man- and woman-headed, informal 
employment disaggregated by age and gender).

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar overarching

It is unclear how the structure of these indicators (i.e. grouped by Core or Tier 2) will honour the Rio 
Declaration’s “Common but differentiated responsibilities” commitment. Is it under Tier 2 indicators that 
‘developed countries’ will have certain obligations, like ODA requirements and climate change commitments 
that ‘developing countries’ will not have? Tier 2 is perhaps too briefly explained.   

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar overarching SRHR and violence against children and women indicators in particular need some improvements.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar overarching The targets and indicators do not address comprehensively the structural causes of gender inequality.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 4 27-30
New indicators for poverty-related priorities will also have to be developed, instead of assuming that MDG-era 
indicators are sufficient. The SDGs must further all aspects of the MDGs, even those areas where the MDGs 
were relatively strong e.g. poverty-related priorities.  
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Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 7 12--15 While some data should be “localized,” a priority should be placed on data that is consistent and therefore 
comparable across countries.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 8 3 Data should be disaggregated by age.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 11 16, 17
The realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) is much broader than access to birth 
control, so one of the two indicators should provide data on access to health care services or education related 
to SRHR.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 11 21, 23

While it is very positive that an effort to measure primary and secondary school quality is being made, “broad 
range” needs to be defined more precisely to be useable. E.g. proportion of girls and boys who leave the 
primary school able to read, write, etc.  Also, include under target 03 b tertiary education and move 
respectively the indicator on tertiary enrollment from 03c.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 12 24, 25

Indicators for Target 3c do not speak to transition. An indicator could be “Proportion of youth whose education 
helped them transition from school to work.” Or, proportion of young people whose  education met the needs of 
the labour market (to reflect on the mismatch between education system and the needs of the labour market, 
which leaves them unemployed)

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 12 26-29 Indicators for Target 4a do not include an “Access to justice” component.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 12 27 CEDAW Convention needs to be specifically mentioned – UN treaties, particularly CEDAW. And use the same 
language as for the ILO standards in # 29– compliance in law and practice.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 12 28 It is much more than parliaments. It should not only be proportion of seats held by women in national 
parliament, but also in government decision-making roles, judiciary; percentage of women CEOs, etc.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 12 30 Change to “Proportion of households, disaggregated by man- and woman-headed, with incomes below 50% of 
median income.”

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 12 32 Although less common, violence against women by a non-intimate partner is also important to track. Also 
violence against children, boys and girls, must also be tracked.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 13 33

Although difficult, an estimate of the number of unreported cases should be made. The indicator is 
academically wrong: either it should be gender-based violence against women and girls (which is the preferred 
option) or gender based violence against women and men, boys and girls (which does not reflect the dynamics 
of overwhelming violence against women compared to men).

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 13 34 The EmOC indicator should be expanded to include proportion of births attended by skilled health personnel, 
not just in emergency situations

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 14 48 Harmful use of drugs could be added to this indicator

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 15, 16 58
Indicator should include “safe for all genders at home, school, and work” as it is particularly for girls and 
women to have access to sanitation services outside the home, otherwise they may drop out of school or 
decline to take employment.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 23 (Gender equality row) 16 and 17 do not speak to “equal access to SRHR”

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 28 23-24 “Decision makers” could be changed to “the public.” Everyone can benefit from the SDGs, not just decision 
makers and children.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 28 30 More concrete ideas could be provided on how integrated thinking will be promoted.
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Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 35-130 In Annex 2, It is unclear that “Additional indicators that countries may consider” are examples of “Tier 2 
indicators.” If yes, they should be labeled as such.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 45 14 This indicator must be disaggregated by gender.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 60 15 What is the definition of young adult? Only adolescents and young people are defined here.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 67 5--8 Indicators do not sufficiently capture “threat of violence” and “harmful practices”

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 68 17-18 The child marriage indicator should be a core indicator, to acknowledge the different forms that violence 
against girls and women can take.

Hilary Clauson, 
Petra Stipanic, 
Anush 
Agabhalyan

World 
Association of 
Girl Guides 
and Girl 
Scouts

28-Mar 134 23-24

Why does the SDSN recommend objective measures over subjective/perception based measures? It is 
important that perceptions are measured too, to avoid statisticians interpreting “objective” data in a particular 
way on behalf of poor/marginalized populations without gathering the perceptions of the poor/marginalized 
themselves. For example, people’s perceptions of whether they are poor or not and whether they feel their 
society is “unequal” is arguably more important than GNI/capita or the Gini index.

J Bhushan / 
Jayashree Gupta

The Society 
for Upliftment 
of Masses 
(SUM) / 
Consumers 
India

28-Mar Page  23-24 Goal 5 Add Target “Provide Geriatric and Palliative Care”.  This should include specific targets for geriatric and 
palliative care, including age-friendly environment and housing to take care of ageing population.

J Bhushan / 
Jayashree Gupta

The Society 
for Upliftment 
of Masses 
(SUM) / 
Consumers 
India

28-Mar Page 23-24 Goal 5

Add target “Ensure Access to Affordable Drugs”. Drugs are a major component of healthcare and therefore 
there should be a specific target for it in post MDG agenda. In India, for example, despite a huge infrastructure 
for delivery of health care services set up by the Government, private sector accounts for nearly 80% cost of 
out-patient treatment and 71% of it is on purchase of medicines. High cost of medicines is a major cause of 
poverty in developing countries and prevents many a poor people from pursuing proper treatment for their 
ailments, particularly those requiring long-term medication. 

There are ample examples to substantiate the high gap between cost of manufacturing and sale price of 
medicines in the market.  The target ‘Ensure Access to Affordable Drugs’ should include suitable policy 
interventions by individual Governments to ensure easy access to affordable drugs. 

J Bhushan / 
Jayashree Gupta

The Society 
for Upliftment 
of Masses 
(SUM) / 
Consumers 
India

28-Mar Page 23-24 Goal 5
Add target “Stop Unethical Medical Practices”. This goal should include suitable  parameters to address 
concerns relating to prenatal sex determination tests, medical negligence, unethical clinical trials, misleading 
advertising and quackery.

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar overarching

As you will see in the comments below on specific sections, we have observed a basic confusion around the 
qualifying adjectives “improved”, “basic” and “safe” particularly when related to drinking water but also to 
sanitation. We believe that it is essential for you to clarify the position on these for two reasons. Firstly to 
ensure that future Sustainable Development Goals are not tarnished by this confusion in the way that the 
MDG’s have. Secondly, and more importantly, to ensure that there is sufficient ambition regarding water and 
sanitation in the SDGs. This is necessary to make sure that improvements in access to these vital services 
occur, thereby making a significant contribution to alleviating poverty for the billions of people who do not enjoy 
them.
It is for these reasons, that the JMP working groups have been concentrating on the need to provide “safely 
managed water services”.

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar overarching
Tables 1 & 2 present the same targets under different sets of goals. This shows that the importance of goals is 
relative. The final architecture might be decided while taking into account the different types of national 
institutions which will have to implement..

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 7 41 & 42

It will be important to learn the lessons from the MDG indicators and avoid following blindly those which have 
deficiencies. For example the indicator of “access to improved water source” does not measure the 
objective/target, which was to provide access to water that is safe. This has led to a serious misrepresentation 
of the real situation with regard to access to safe drinking water. Because of this misunderstanding many 
people represent the water MDG as having been achieved when in reality this is very far from the case.
In addition, even if the MDG indicators are to be replaced it will be necessary to have a phased programme 
were both indicators are followed for a period until such times as new, replacement or more appropriate 
indicators are working reliably.

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 16

Indicative indicators 57 and 58. In choosing to use the indicator “basic” for water and sanitation, you propose a 
very low level of ambition. This level of “basic” is scarcely more than the current MDG indicator “improved”, 
which has left billions of people without satisfactory access to these vital services. The only difference in the 
UNICEF - WHO language is that “basic” means “improved” that can be obtained by a householder in less than 
30 minutes. To overcome poverty and improve health, well-being, employment opportunities and education etc. 
it is essential to have a higher level of ambition that aims at water and sanitation that is really safe and meets 
the requirements of the human right to access to safe drinking water and sanitation. (See additional comments 
related to page 87)

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 19
The specific inclusion of business as a ‘party’ to the target in the case of targets 9c and 10a seems 
inappropriate, even if most business would probably not object to being called to do this by the governments of 
the localities in which they are operating.

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 19 Indicator 85 – the MDG indicator for water resource use has not been effective and something else needs to 
be developed.

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 28 14 - 20
It should be made clear in this paragraph that the SDGs apply to all countries and all levels of economic and 
social development. Much of the document reads as if it is implicitly focusing only on developing countries with 
an ODA bias.
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Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 28 30

While we agree with the sentiment expressed here, we find the selection, prioritization and presentation of 
Goals, Targets and Indicators to be more “jumbled” than integrated. “Integrated thinking” should not prevent the 
identification of different actions that are necessary to transform the vision into reality. As the post-2015 goals 
should be action driven, their architecture must be action oriented. We agree that there should not be any 
priority order.

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 31 41-42 Business is not a legal entity, and businesses are not states parties, so we do not see how targets referring 
specifically to business can be proposed.

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 33 29 We suggest that you add a bullet point here to the effect of the need to seek to identify and avoid perverse 
effects.

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 36 25-28 See comment above (P16) relating to “basic” “improved” is even less ambitious. In both cases, water can be 
unsafe

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 37 23-26 As previous comment
Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 37 29-32 As previous comment

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 44 3 You may want to reconsider the wording of this line and a suggestion would be “All countries have a right to 
development and a responsibility to respect plan a tree boundaries, ensure….”

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 47 1 & 17 The phrase “contribution to planetary boundaries” does not seem to make sense here. You may want to revisit 
this wording. Perhaps the insertion of the word “preserving” after the word “contribution” might be appropriate.

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 47 3 What does the asterisk refer to? A similar asterisk appears in relation to other targets.
Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 73 14-15 See comments above and below on “basic”

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 87 14-38

In this section on indicator 57 there is a serious misconception of the issues and definitions. This is a common 
misconception and is very damaging to the poverty alleviation agenda.
In lines 29-32, you state correctly the main reasons why it is important that drinking water is really and reliably 
safe. The importance of this cannot be overstressed.
In lines 14-15, you describe the indicator as “basic drinking water”. This is a very minor improvement on the 
MDG indicator for “improved” water, which was used quite wrongly as a proxy for safe drinking water, because 
the JMP had no reliable way of assessing water quality. It is known however that in a large number of cases, 
“improved” and therefore “basic” water is not safe. This is because of the high risk of chemical or biological 
contamination in an improved water source. For this reason, the remarks you make in lines 36-38 are 
inaccurate and seriously misleading. The main limitation of the “improved” proxy is not at it does not specify an 
amount of water, but that the water may be unsafe.
The consequences of these misconceptions, unless corrected, will be twofold:
i)               i) they will result in a very low level ambition in the targets that will not lead to any great 
improvement in the ability of 2 billion or more people to have access to water that is truly safe.
ii)              ii) they will prolong the existing level of misunderstanding and misrepresentation of the current and 
future situation in a way that will reduce the efforts made by many governments and the global community to 
provide safe water that complies among other things with the requirements of the human right to water, when 
instead much more effort is needed.
Please modify your indicator #57 to adapted to the UN water proposals that recommend quantified results on 
two levels of service:
i)               universal access to “basic water services”
ii)              halving the proportion of the population not having access to “safely managed water services”, a 
concept that specifically includes water safety.

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 88 2--28

For indicator 58, the use of “basic sanitation” as an indicator has some of the same difficulties as those just 
described relative to “basic water”. The main problem again being the limited ambition that this exhibits.
Both “improved” and “basic” sanitation refer to the existence of a decent and hygienic toilet and ignore the 
essential attributes of the safe containment, collection and disposal of the faecal matter, urine and sullage that 
arises from defecation and personal hygiene. Without these important adjuncts, toilets themselves only 
displace health-related problems and do virtually nothing for the environmental ones.
The much quoted 2.5 billion people without access to improved sanitation is again a result of definitional 
confusion. The real situation is that this number of people is those without decent and hygienic “toilets” and the 
true number of people without “safe sanitation” is much higher. Having said that, targeting 2.5 billion people in 
the SDG period may be more realistic than targeting safe sanitation as of today.

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 94 15-40 Identical comments in relation to indicator 57 as above (on page 87).
Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 95 4--20 Identical comments in relation to indicator 58 as above (on page 88).
Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 118 1 See comment above relative to target 9c (page 19)

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 118 17-33

As stated above, the use of the MDG indicator proposed for indicator 85 is inadequate.
It aims to deal with the very important issue of the long-term challenges of ensuring that the demands placed 
on water resources do not exceed the resources capacity to meet those demands. The combination of over-
abstraction and pollution is causing this threshold for sustainability to be crossed in a growing number of 
locations throughout the world. The future consequences of this trend will be very serious.
Defining a simple and workable indicator is a real challenge. The MDG approach has not proved to be 
successful and UN Water have been struggling to find an alternative. They are currently proposing a target 
element “Bring freshwater withdrawals in line with sustainably available water resources” with three attendant 
indicators, the most important being: Change in withdrawal-to-availability ratio (change in withdrawals as % of 
total actual renewable water resources, within sustainable limits)”. This is essentially the same indicator as 
proposed by the SDSN. This is a well-known and useful ”descriptive” indicator. Unfortunately, it cannot be the 
indicator that supports a SDG Target for two reasons:
a.     it is not an indicator that can measure progress on sustainability of water resources management. An 
increase in this indicator might not correspond to an improvement in water resources management. For 
example, a country may increase this ratio over a 15 year period because of increases in water demand while, 
at the same time, it is managing water sustainably. 
It is normal that this index would be higher in Morocco than in the Congo. This does not mean that water 
resources are better managed in the Congo.
b.     withdrawals are not an indicator of the real situation when organising successive uses of water is used as 
an approach to provide a major part of the solution. To make a more ”pertinent” indicator, net consumption 
should be used in the place of withdrawals. However, net consumption data is not currently available.
Suggestions have been made to determine guideline thresholds for water stress. However, severe water stress 
is not an indicator for action and progress. It is another “descriptive” indicator.

Jack Moss AquaFed 28-Mar 122 12 See comment above relative to target 10a (page 19)

James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar overarching
The Global Alliance to Prevent Prematurity and Stillbirth (GAPPS) is very pleased with the open, inclusive and 
transparent process for the development of the draft of the SDSN Indicators for Sustainable Development 
Goals Report. 
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James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar overarching Consistent and reliable data is fundamental to an informed decision guiding process.  GAPPS acknowledges 
that every effort is being made to retain use of the existing MDG indicators for use post-2015. 

James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar overarching

SDG indicators have a key role in assessment and accountability.  GAPPS would like to emphasize that robust 
qualitative metrics that are representative and of good quality are essential.  New investments in national 
statistical systems are critical for meaningful data, as is data capture integrated into daily activities across all 
service sectors.

James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar overarching The introduction of a requirement of uniform data standards and independent data quality monitoring activities 
at a national level would help ensure accurate, timely and quality data reporting.

James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar overarching Data has value when it is effectively communicated. The responsibility to make the information on SDG Goals, 
Targets and Indicators easily accessible to the public of all participating nations should be clearly stated.

James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar 69 9--12

Although family planning is appropriately stated as a measure of universal coverage of quality health care in 
Target 5a, family planning is not included as a proposed core indicator.  Personal management of reproductive 
goals and intentions is fundamental to quality of life and reduces poor health and mortality risks.  Please 
consider adding family planning access as a core indicator.

James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar 69 9--12 “Contraceptive prevalence rate” and “Unmet need for family planning” should be retained as indicators from 
the previous MDG indicators.

James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar 69 16-18

This sentence as written is unclear in meaning, and may not be true as stated. Many health outcomes change 
rapidly in response to improved health systems.  Outcomes are often slow to respond to non-system 
improvements in health care that do not strengthen or better enable to system to provide services.  Health 
systems are slow and challenging to change, but system change can lead to rapid change in health outcomes.

James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar 69 30
GAPPS advised that Indicator 34 should state EmONC (Emergency obstetric and newborn care) not just 
EmOC (Emergency obstetric care).  Both maternal and newborn care components area important to meeting 
this target 5a. Ensure universal coverage.

James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar 69 37-38
Community health workers are not licensed providers.  Language change is needed here.  Also primary care 
access (including CHWs) is one aspect, however, outcomes are improved further by access to professional 
providers (doctors, nurses, midwives).

James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar 69 39-40 For EmONC facilities to be successful in improving health outcomes, the ratio of facilities to population is an 
extremely crude measure.  Physical access to EmONC is better defined by distance, rather than ratio.

James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar 72 4--6 Percentage of births attended by skilled health personnel is an indicator from the MDGs that should carry over 
and be elevated in this draft from a optional to a core indicator.

James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar 73 1--4 GAPPS recommends that Target 5b. be altered to include “reducing neonatal mortality to 9 per 1000 live 
births.”

James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar 73 17-42

GAPPS recommends that Intrapartum stillbirth be added to Indicator 38:  Neonatal, infant, and under-five 
mortality or Indicator 39: Maternal mortality ratio and rate, or add as a new Indicator.  This would allow capture 
of mortality otherwise lost due to the variability of classification of a death at childbirth to that of an intrapartum 
stillbirth or to a very early neonatal death.   In addition, intrapartum stillbirth is a valuable and sensitive indicator 
that reflects capacity of health systems to effectively prevent and address the complications occurring during 
childbirth, and augments maternal mortality rate that has formidable challenges in obtaining accurate 
estimates.

James A. Litch 

Global 
Alliance to 
Prevent 
Prematurity 
and Stillbirth 
(GAPPS)

28-Mar 76 22-23 Neonatal mortality rate is already included as a core Indicator 38: Neonatal, infant, and under-five mortality 
rates.
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Janine M. H. 
Selendy

Horizon 
International, 
Yale 
University

28-Mar overarching

In addition to diarrhea, malnutrition, Schistosomiasis, blindness from trachoma and many other illnesses are 
attributable to lack of adequate sanitation and hygiene.

“Poor sanitation and hygiene are inextricably linked to water quality,” write Dr. Jens Aagaard-Hansen and 
Janine M. H. Selendy in the Introduction to the book, Water and Sanitation Related Diseases and the 
Environment: Challenges, Interventions and Preventive Measures. “About 2 million individuals, most of whom 
are less than five years old, die every year due to diarrheal diseases. More than 4,000 die every day.  This 
equates to the death of one child every 15 seconds and exceeds the death rates from such killer diseases as 
malaria and tuberculosis. Infectious diarrhea kills more children than AIDS, malaria and, measles combined.”

Janine M. H. 
Selendy

Horizon 
International, 
Yale 
University

28-Mar overarching

Today, an estimated 2.4 to 2.6 billion individuals lack access to any type of improved sanitation facility 
according to the World Health Organization (WHO).  According to theCenters for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) half of the developing world, more than 35 % of the world’s population lack access to 
adequate sanitation. And, poor sanitation and hygiene are inextricably linked to water quality.

Janine M. H. 
Selendy

Horizon 
International, 
Yale 
University

28-Mar overarching

Janine M. H. 
Selendy

Horizon 
International, 
Yale 
University

28-Mar overarching

Additionally, nearly 1 billion people worldwide are infested with intestinal worms and as a result suffer 
nutritional deficiencies and poor growth. Exposure to feces – primarily human – is at the core of these 
diseases.
Graham writes that “Sanitation and hygiene are among the most cost-effective interventions for reducing the 
economic impacts of disease…in most economically developing countries the main source of contaminated 
water is fecal contamination… there is growing recognition that environmental health interventions such as 
sanitation and hygiene must be more fully integrated into mainstream development policies because of the 
strong linkages to malnutrition and poverty reduction.” 

Janine M. H. 
Selendy

Horizon 
International, 
Yale 
University

28-Mar overarching

“The lack of this most fundamental service [adequate sanitation and hygiene] contributes to an estimated 1.87 
million annual deaths due to diarrhea- more than 90 % of which are in children under 5 years of age,” writes 
Jay Graham, Assistant Professor and Director of the MPH in Global Environmental Health at the George 
Washington University School of Public Health and Health Services in the book, Water and Sanitation Related 
Diseases and the Environment: Challenges, Interventions and Preventive Measures, a Wiley-Blackwell 
collaboration with Horizon International (the “Book”).

Janine M. H. 
Selendy

Horizon 
International, 
Yale 
University

28-Mar overarching

Nearly 1 billion people worldwide are infested with intestinal worms and as a result suffer nutritional 
deficiencies and poor growth. Exposure to feces – primarily human – is at the core of these diseases.
Graham writes that “Sanitation and hygiene are among the most cost-effective interventions for reducing the 
economic impacts of disease…in most economically developing countries the main source of contaminated 
water is fecal contamination… there is growing recognition that environmental health interventions such as 
sanitation and hygiene must be more fully integrated into mainstream development policies because of the 
strong linkages to malnutrition and poverty reduction.” 

Janine M. H. 
Selendy

Horizon 
International, 
Yale 
University

28-Mar overarching

In most developing countries the main source of contaminated water is fecal contamination --particularly a 
problem where 1.1 billion people still practice open defecation.
In spite of the realization of the magnitude of children, women and men lacking sanitation far too little has thus 
far been done.
Recognizing the devastating health consequences, the suffering from indignity and frequent exposure, 
particularly for women and girls, to danger, there is a dramatic increase in efforts addressing sanitation and 
hygiene, the United Nations, NGOs and governments are increasing their commitment of resources to 
sanitation and hygiene.
For example, the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC), is dedicating the vast majority 
of its effort to sanitation and hygiene, while continuing some work on water. “The rationale for this decision is 
simple: 2.5 billion people - or about 40% of the world’s population - do not have access to basic sanitation,” 
WSSCC asserts. “These numbers shame humanity. The consequences in terms of human suffering and 
economic loss are enormous.”

Jenni Lipa
Cambodian 
Child's Dream 
Organization

28-Mar overarching
   After reviewing the proposed indicators, we believe that there is room for improvement regarding the 
inclusion of water, sanitation, and hygiene. Making hygiene a priority will help ensure that the investments 
made in other areas, such as gender equality, education, and healthcare, have as large an impact as possible. 

Jenni Lipa
Cambodian 
Child's Dream 
Organization

28-Mar overarching

Specifically we recommend the following revisions, 
•   Goal 3 (to Ensure Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood) should include an 
indicator for access to safe drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene in schools. WASH in schools is critical to 
ensuring the health and wellbeing of both students and teachers. 
•   Goal 5 (to Achieve Health and Wellbeing at all Ages) should also include an indicator for access to safe 
drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene (handwashing stations with soap and water) at health facilities. 
•   Goal 6 and Goal 7 (Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Prosperity and Empower Inclusive, 
Productive, and Resilient Cities, respectively), should include an indicator for access to safe drinking water, 
sanitation, and hygiene for households and an indicator for elimination of inequalities in access to water, 
sanitation, and hygiene. 

Jenni Lipa
Cambodian 
Child's Dream 
Organization

28-Mar overarching

•   I endorse the following WASH targets and would like to see the principles below fully incorporated 
into the SDG indicators.
•   WASH: Universal access to clean water, hygiene and sanitation
By 2030 to:

Jenni Lipa
Cambodian 
Child's Dream 
Organization

28-Mar overarching

By 2030 to:
•   Achieve universal access to safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene for households, schools and health 
facilities;
•   Eliminate open defecation;
•   Halve the proportion of the population without access at home to safely managed drinking water and 
sanitation services; and 
•   Progressively eliminate inequalities in access to water, sanitation, and hygiene.
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Joanne 
Tomkinson, 
Emma Feeny

Oxford 
Poverty and 
Human 
Development 
Initiative 
(OPHI)

28-Mar 36 Line 2, 
indicator 2

Indicator 2: [Proportion of population in extreme multidimensional poverty -- indicator to be developed]

This indicator is very welcome and timely, as it is increasingly recognised that poverty is about more than a 
lack of income. Studies show that those identified as extremely income poor are not necessarily identified as 
extremely multidimensionally poor, and vice versa. By tracking extreme multidimensional poverty and income 
poverty side by side, we can ensure poverty in all its forms is a focus of global and national action post-2015.

The Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI) therefore wholeheartedly supports SDSN’s 
proposal for an indicator of extreme multidimensional poverty to be included alongside the extreme income 
poverty indicator post-2015.

The comments below are specific to the proposed construction of this indicator, and provide some key 
alternatives to consider if we are to harness the full power of multidimensional poverty measurement post-
2015.

Joanne 
Tomkinson, 
Emma Feeny

Oxford 
Poverty and 
Human 
Development 
Initiative 
(OPHI)

28-Mar 36 Lines 19-20

[The indicator “proportion of population living in extreme non-income poverty” would estimate the share of 
households that suffer from any of the following…]
Using the approach suggested in the SDSN report, poverty rates would be very high: for example, in India, it 
would be over 90%. In contrast, the global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), developed by UNDP’s 
Human Development Report Office and OPHI for the flagship Human Development Report, only identifies a 
person as poor if they are deprived in some combination of weighted indicators. This provides a more nuanced 
picture that enables policymakers to target the poorest more effectively. 
Further, the proposed approach would not allow for the multidimensional headcount ratio – the percentage of a 
population that is identified as multidimensionally poor – to be decomposed by indicator. To harness the policy 
relevance of a multidimensional approach, it’s essential that the overall headcount can be broken down by 
indicator, as this shows not only who is poor, but also how they are poor. The global MPI, for example, can be 
decomposed to show which of ten indicators a household is deprived in: e.g. whether a family lacks access to 
clean water, electricity, education or all three. 
The approach proposed would also miss the chance to celebrate important policy achievements related to 
improving the situation of the poorest of the poor. If the intensity of poverty experienced by poor people is 
reduced - but a consistent number of people remain poor - this achievement will not be reflected in the results, 
as the overall headcount ratio will remain unchanged. For example, if in year one, 90% of people were 
deprived in an average of 50% of indicators, and in year two, 90% of people are still poor, but are deprived in 
only 40% of indicators, the headcount ratio will not show this important improvement. However, an MPI 
constructed using the Alkire Foster method reflects this kind of change in intensity. The overview number 
produced by this method – the MPI value – is a product of two numbers: the percentage of poor people 
(incidence or headcount ratio), and the average intensity of their poverty (the percentage of deprivations poor 
people experience at the same time). This is important, as it provides incentives to ‘leave no one behind’, and 
encourages policymakers to focus resources on the poorest of the poor (those deprived in, say, 70% of 
indicators), rather than on lifting the barely poor out of poverty. (cont.)

Joanne 
Tomkinson, 
Emma Feeny

Oxford 
Poverty and 
Human 
Development 
Initiative 
(OPHI)

28-Mar 36 Lines 19-20

An alternative proposal which addresses these issues - the Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 2015+ - has 
been put forward by a network of senior policy makers. It is being developed as a complement to an extreme 
income poverty measure (as with the SDSN proposal), and could also:

• Show how deprivations overlap, and the interconnections between them; 
• Provide policy incentives for focusing resources on the poorest of the poor (because it captures the intensity 
of poverty); 
• Reveal inequalities among the poor, helping to ensure no one is left behind;
• Show not only who is poor but how they are poor, helping to inform more effective poverty reduction policies;
• Incorporate environmental sustainability indicators;
• Use different cut-offs to ensure universal relevance to all countries;
• Be adapted by national governments. 
We are grateful to SDSN for championing the cause of multidimensional poverty after 2015 and look forward to 
discussing this proposal with you. For details, see http://www.ophi.org.uk/post2015.  

Julia Krasevec, 
Claudia Cappa, 
Nicole Petrowski, 
Rolf Luyendijk 

UNICEF 28-Mar Target 01b

“End hunger and achieve zero child stunting, food security, and appropriate nutrition. ” - This statement is 
difficult to interpret.  Does the “zero” also relate to food security and appropriate nutrition? Also zero stunting is 
not a realistic goal <5% prevalence could be considered as having reached the goal (halve the 2012 stunting 
rate or <5% prevalence). 

This statement is difficult to interpret.  Does the “zero” also relate to food security and appropriate nutrition? 
Also zero stunting is not a realistic goal <5% prevalence could be considered as having reached the goal 
(halve the 2012 stunting rate or <5% prevalence). 

“adequate caloric-protein intake” - Stunting is a measure of so much more than this?

“Population with adequate micronutrient intake” - There is no standard global indicator aligned with this?

Would suggest they look at Minimum Diet Diversity among 6-23 mo olds as a proxy.  It is a global indicator and 
being collected by DHS and MICS and is a proxy for micronutrient intake.  UNICEF will maintain a DB on this 
from 2014

Julia Krasevec, 
Claudia Cappa, 
Nicole Petrowski, 
Rolf Luyendijk 

UNICEF 28-Mar Target 05c

Exclusive breastfeeding would be a key indicator to include here as it has life-long benefits (and non-EBF 
lifelong consequences) related to  obesity and chronic disease. UNICEF maintains a database on EBF and 
can be a predictor for future adult generations (whereas current indicators are only about current adult 
populations).  

Furthermore – an indicator about overweight children under age five years would be relevant here and is 
available through WHO, UNICEF, WB Joint malnutrition datbase

Julia Krasevec, 
Claudia Cappa, 
Nicole Petrowski, 
Rolf Luyendijk 

UNICEF 28-Mar Indicator 19 
The ECDI is not a measure of attendance to ECE but rather an indication of children’s exposure to learning 
opportunities and the achievement of specific skills and abilities. Measuring ECE should only be captured by 
the proportion of children reported as attending such programmes. 

Julia Krasevec, 
Claudia Cappa, 
Nicole Petrowski, 
Rolf Luyendijk 

UNICEF 28-Mar Target 06c We suggest to include universal access to basis drinking water and sanitation services in primary and 
secondary schools as well as health centers. These could be easily added as indicators.
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Julia Krasevec, 
Claudia Cappa, 
Nicole Petrowski, 
Rolf Luyendijk 

UNICEF 28-Mar Indicator 58

The JMP Led Technical Consultation on Post-2015 WASH Targets and Indicators proposed that in addition to a 
target on universal access to basic  (= improved) sanitation facilities – a target is included to Eliminate open 
defecation.
The JMP Led Technical Consultation on Post-2015 WASH Targets and Indicators proposed to add that 
inequalities in access will progressively be eliminated to ensure that there is a focus on reaching the most 
vulnerable and marginalized who most often are the ones without access to water and sanitation.
In addition to a target on achieving universal access to a basic level of service, the JMP Led Technical 
Consultation on Post-2015 WASH Targets and Indicators proposed to include a target on safely managed 
water and sanitation services as well. This wording should be reflected for rural as well as urban arreas.
These is a mismatch between the target formulation of universal access to a basic level of service and the 
higher level of service proposed for urban than rural areas in the indicators which specify access to safe 
sanitation services. Please refer to the final target formulation proposed by the broadly supported JMP 
Technical consultation. 

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar overarching

Although not requested GCE strongly recommends modification of goal language to reflect a more 
comprehensive and equitable framework for education post-2015: 
Education 
Goal 3: Ensure Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood 
New Goal 3: “Ensure inclusive, equitable, free quality education and lifelong learning for all”

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar overarching

Education 
Target 3a. All children under the age of 5 reach their developmental potential 
through access to quality early childhood development programs and policies.
GCE suggest cutting the above target 3a and combining with target 3b to read: see below for related indicators
New Target 3a: “By 2030, every child secures their right to complete a full cycle of continuous, free, quality 
early childhood, primary and secondary education, which is inclusive and enables them to achieve their 
potential as human beings and to contribute positively as active members of society”

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar overarching

Education  As stated above combine Targets 3a and 3b into one new target

Target 3b. All girls and boys receive quality primary and secondary education that focuses on a broad range of 
learning outcomes and on reducing the dropout rate to  zero. 

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar overarching

Education
GCE suggest replacing target 3c. with more education focused language target: 
Target 3c. Ensure that all youth transition effectively into the labor market.*42
“By 2030, all young people and adults have equitable access to inclusive and quality postsecondary education 
and lifelong learning, enabling them to acquire knowledge, skills, and competencies to achieve their full 
potential and participate positively in society and in the world of work.”

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar overarching

International benchmarks. 
The draft report calls for standards to be referenced against international benchmarks. While this has some 
utility for tracking progress globally, it is essential that this does not undermine the role of national governments 
in setting contextually appropriate national education policies, priorities and definitions of quality in a 
consultative way with their citizens, rather than having standardised policies, priorities and definitions imposed 
from international donors.

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar 53&55 overarching

GCE suggest cutting the above target 3a and combining with target 3b to read: see below for related indicators
New Target 3a: “By 2030, every child secures their right to complete a full cycle of continuous, free, quality 
early childhood, primary and secondary education, which is inclusive and enables them to achieve their 
potential as human beings and to contribute positively as active members of society”

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar 53 18

Retain the following modified indicators
Indicator 18: Proportion of children receiving at least one year of a quality pre-primary education program and 
meeting relevant standards on  Early Child Development Index (ECDI)

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar 54 19 Indicator 19: Early Child Development Index (ECDI)  GCE propose cutting this indicator and combine 
with above

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar 55, 56, 57,58 20, 21, 22, 
23

Combine indicators 20 and 22 into one into one indicator 
Combine indicator 21 and 23 into one indictor 

Indicator 20: Primary completion rates for girls and boys
Indicator 21: [Proportion of girls and boys who master a broad range of foundational skills, including in literacy 
and mathematics by the end of the primary school cycle (based on credibly established national benchmarks)] 
Indicator 22: Secondary completion rates for girls and boys 
Indicator 23: [Proportion of girls and boys who achieve proficiency across a broad range of learning outcomes, 
including in reading and in mathematics by end of the secondary schooling cycle (based on credibly 
established national benchmarks)] 

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar 55, 56, 57,58 20 (& 22)

Combined indicators 20 and 22 into one into one indicator 
New Indicator : Percentage of children and young people who participate in and complete early childhood, 
primary, lower and upper secondary education to the appropriate national standards. Disaggregated: by 
disability, gender, race and ethnicity, rural-urban location, areas affected by conflict and humanitarian crisis and 
socio-economic status, among others;

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar 55, 56, 57,58 21 (&23)

Combine indicator 21 and 23 into one indictor 
New Indicator : Percentage of children and young people who demonstrate learning achievement in 
foundational competencies including literacy, numeracy, foundational knowledge and skills in the humanities 
and sciences, life skills, knowing their rights, sustainable development and global citizenship, determined 
through multiple measures and consistent with national standards, disaggregated by disability, gender, race 
and ethnicity, rural-urban location, areas affected by conflict and humanitarian crisis and socioeconomic status, 
among others;

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar
To reflect that achieving full cycle of  QUALITY education requires attention to inputs and process as well as 
outcomes add the following new indicators. As indicators have been cut or combined this will not increase the 
total. 

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar New 
Indicator

New Indicator : Percentage of children and young people taught by trained and qualified teachers with an 
appropriate student to qualified teacher ratio, with clear and transparent national benchmarks for qualified 
teacher status;
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Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar New 
Indicator

New Indicator : Breadth of curriculum, including an evaluation of gender-sensitive, non-discriminatory content 
and teaching resources and materials, as well as content on global citizenship, human rights, peace, and life 
skills. Percentage of children in pre-primary and grades 1 and 2 able to access mother-tongue medium 
education.

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar New 
Indicator

New Indictor : Percentage of educational institutions that have safe and adequate infrastructure, facilities, 
resource and learning materials for all students;

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar 59

GCE suggest replacing target 3c. with more education focused language target: 

Target 3c. Ensure that all youth transition effectively into the labor market.*42
“By 2030, all young people and adults have equitable access to inclusive and quality postsecondary education 
and lifelong learning, enabling them to acquire knowledge, skills, and competencies to achieve their full 
potential and participate positively in society and in the world of work.”

(and change indicators to follow)

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar 59 24 & 25

Cut existing indicators 

Indicator 24: Percentage of young people not in education, training, or employment 
Indicator 25: Tertiary enrollment rates for girls and boys 

Kate Moriarty
Global Campa
ign for Educati
on (GCE)

28-Mar

GCE suggest replacing existing indicators with: 

New indicator: Percentage of participation of youth and adults in relevant formal or non-formal basic education, 
including adult literacy and global citizenship programmes, disaggregated by disability, gender, race and 
ethnicity, and socio-economic status, among others;

New Indicator: Extent of access to acquisition of knowledge and skills for young people and adults over their 
lifespan, including but not limited to technical and vocational education and training (both formal and 
nonformal), disaggregated by disability, gender, race and ethnicity, and socio-economic status, among others;

New indicator: Percentage of young people and adults with no literacy, low literacy, functional literacy or full 
literacy, disaggregated by disability, gender, race and ethnicity, rural-urban location, areas affected by conflict 
and humanitarian crisis and socio-economic status, among others. 

Katherine Ellis, 
Layne Robinson, 
Rajkumar Bidla 

Commonwealt
h Youth 
Programme

28-Mar overarching

In keeping with the summary statements of the President of the General Assembly at the end of the High Level 
Event on ‘The Contribution of Women, the Young and Civil Society’ 6-7 March 2014, the Commonwealth 
endorses statements presented that call for a standalone goal on youth with explicit targets and indicators. 

With the growing youth populations in the developing world and given the particular challenges facing young 
people globally, the SDSN report should include a greater emphasis on young people and in particular on 
youth empowerment.  Globally, 87% of young people aged 15-24 years live in a developing context. We 
welcome the recommendation to include Target 3c-, which speaks to the economic empowerment of young 
people, however the report does not seek to balance that message with the social and political empowerment 
of young people. While economic empowerment is essential to ensuring sustainable livelihoods for young 
people, it is the social/political inclusion and empowerment in governance that will send the strongest signals 
that young people’s contributions matter now and in the future. We would recommend that the SDSN report 
captures this critical dimension of youth development.  

Ministers responsible for Youth from the 53 countries of the Commonwealth recognize the vital role that young 
people hold at the centre of sustainable and inclusive development, and called for a standalone goal on youth 
empowerment in the 8th Commonwealth Youth Ministers’ Meeting final communique. Ministers called for, ‘a 
specific goal on youth empowerment and participation and … youth related indicators for all goals.’ (Reference 
Para 28. C. iii). (cont.)

Katherine Ellis, 
Layne Robinson, 
Rajkumar Bidla 

Commonwealt
h Youth 
Programme

28-Mar overarching

A specific, stand-alone goal/target on youth empowerment and participation will ensure that young people are 
positioned to contribute to all aspects of national development, as well as being beneficiaries of development 
targeted at their specific needs.  Without such a goal/target, young people’s potential will continue to be 
inadequately harnessed, and instead result in challenges to social cohesion and economic prosperity. The post-
2015 development agenda is crucial to young people, who will be its heirs, custodians and champions.  

This call aligns with the positions of Mexico, China and G77, UNFPA and others who understand that globally, 
the young people of this generation are capable and willing to contribute to development, and be ready to 
inherit a world more challenging than the world their parents had.

Katherine Ellis, 
Layne Robinson, 
Rajkumar Bidla 

Commonwealt
h Youth 
Programme

28-Mar 61 10 Include ‘youth’. There are still many societies where persons are marginalized or discriminated against 
because of age.    

Katherine Ellis, 
Layne Robinson, 
Rajkumar Bidla 

Commonwealt
h Youth 
Programme

28-Mar 62 25

Insert ‘youth’ or ‘young people’ in the indicator. Indicator 28 would then read, Proportion of seats held by 
women, minorities and young people in national parliament and/or sub- national elected office according to 
their respective share of the population. 

According to the UNFPA in their statement calling for a development goal for youth, ‘today's adolescents and 
youth are 1.8 billion strong and make up one quarter of the world's population. They are shaping social and 
economic development, challenging social norms and values, and building the foundation of the world's future. 
Maturing earlier than previous generations, both physically and socially, adolescents and youth have high 
expectations for themselves and their societies, and are imagining how the world can be better.’

Over 60% of the 2 billion citizens of Commonwealth member states are under the age of 30, and 87% of young 
people aged 15-24 live in a developing context  .
 Source: World Population Prospects, 2006

Including young people within the context of this representation indicator, to create dedicated spaces for a 
youth voice in decision making processes, will enhance youth empowerment and inclusion, and thereby:
-        Reduce the social exclusion/ marginalization that impedes the realization of young people’s full potential; 
and
-        Increase the utilization of young people’s full capabilities towards the design and implementation of post 
2015 sustainable development.

Katherine Ellis, 
Layne Robinson, 
Rajkumar Bidla 

Commonwealt
h Youth 
Programme

28-Mar 62 44
Potential lead agency or agencies: add the UN Inter Agency Taskforce on Youth and the Commonwealth Youth 
Development Index to the existing sources, to gather the data on young people in national parliament and at 
city, state and provincial levels.

185



Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar
The NCD Alliance (NCDA) welcomes the draft report on Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals, noting 
with appreciation the inclusion of health as an integral part of the proposed SDG framework and as a 
standalone goal in the proposed framework.  

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar

NCDA supports the ambition captured in Goal 5 to achieve health and wellbeing at all ages. This formulation 
promotes health and wellbeing across the lifecourse, measures mortality, morbidity and disability for all causes, 
is holistic and universally applicable, and considers the need for both health systems strengthening and 
multisectoral policies and programs to protect and promote health and wellbeing.

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar
Specifically, NCDA commends the inclusion of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in goal 5, with attention to 
reducing the exposure to common modifiable NCD risk factors, including tobacco use, unhealthy diets, the 
harmful use of alcohol, and physical inactivity, and obesity.

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar
NCDA strongly supports the inclusion of NCD targets and indicators adapted from the WHO Comprehensive 
Global Monitoring Framework for the Prevention and Control of NCDs. These targets, currently formulated for 
a 2025 timeline, should be adapted to the proposed 2030 timeline.  (Source)

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar

Reducing the global burden of NCDs requires commitments and supportive policies and programs to protect 
and promote health and wellbeing across the post-2015 framework. To this end, NCDA recommends that NCD- 
and health-specific indicators be included under all goals across the proposed SDG framework. Such 
indicators should be drawn and adapted from existing agreed frameworks whenever possible, including 
contained in the World Health Organization’s Health Indicators for Sustainable Development.

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 37 Line 23
Add Target 5b: Probability of dying between exact ages 30 and 70 from any of cardiovascular disease, cancer, 
diabetes, or chronic respiratory disease as a target applicable to the list of core indicators that also apply to 
Target 1a.

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 38 Line 1

Welcome proposed Target 1b which includes “appropriate nutrition”. However, recommend including indicators 
on both forms of malnutrition – under- and over-nutrition. Relevant over-nutrition indicators are contained 
under Target 5c, although require amendments.

For target 1b, suggest:
·       Add indicator adapted from the goal to “by 2025, no increase in childhood overweight”, as agreed in the 
WHO Comprehensive implementation Plan on Maternal, infant and young child nutrition. (Source)
·       Add target on access to appropriate nutrition/nutritious foods
·       Align proposed nutrition indicators under relevant proposed Targets on appropriate nutrition [See also: 
comments on Target 5c below]

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 38 Line 1

Add production-based indicator to complement proposed formulation of target 1b, including food security. 
Suggest:
·       Improve the nutritional quality of the food supply, such as through community food production, 
biofortification and reformulation (Based on proposed NOURISHING Framework. Source)

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 38 Line 13, 
Indicator 3

Support inclusion of proposed Indicator 3 for Target 1b, given relevance of stunting as indicator for adequate 
early childhood undernutrition and prevalence of NCDs.

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 46 Indicator 11

Add suggested tier 2 indicators on health for Target 2a, including:
·       Tier 2 indicator: Proportion of workers covered with policies for smoke-free workplaces by economic 
sector and type of employment (formal and informal); 
·       Tier 2 indicator: Proportion of workers covered by essential interventions and basic occupational health 
services for prevention of occupational and work-related diseases and injuries including noncommunicable 
diseases (NCDs), disaggregated by gender, occupation, type of employment, and economic sector; 
·       Tier 2 indicator: Proportion of workers covered with occupational safety and health insurance, 
disaggregated by gender, occupation, type of employment, and economic sector;
·       Tier 2 indicator: Proportion of companies (public and private, formal and informal) that are implementing 
healthy workplace programmes including interventions for prevention of NCDs, disaggregated by gender, 
occupation, and economic sector. 
[Source: WHO Health Indicators for Sustainable Jobs (More)]

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 63 Indicator 29
Add indicator: Proportion of workplaces in public and private sectors (formal and informal) that comply with 
basic national occupational safety and health standards by economic sector; 
[Source: WHO Health Indicators for Sustainable Jobs (More)]

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 69 Line 3

Amend to “all countries achieve improved healthy life expectancy at all stages of life, including through 
universal health coverage and access to quality, affordable primary health services. ” This formulation 
acknowledges the importance of universal health coverage and access as a critical enabler to achieving 
overall improved healthy life expectancy, while recognizing it is not the only measure, to improve health 
outcomes.  [As supported by proposed Indicator 40]

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 69 Indicator 34 Add indicator setting an essential services coverage target of 100%. (More)

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 71 Indicator 37 Add indicators adapted from agreed WHO Global Mental Health Action Plan 2013-2020 

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 77 Indicator 
44, Line 2

 Add “Unconditional probability of dying….”, per agreed global target in WHO Comprehensive Global 
Monitoring Framework for the Prevention and Control of NCDs. (Source)

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 77 Indicator 44 Add additional indicators adapted from the agreed WHO Comprehensive Global Monitoring Framework for the 
Prevention and Control of NCDs. (Source)

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 78 Indicators 
45-48

Target 5c proposes to both “Implement policies to promote and monitor healthy diets, physical activity and 
subjective wellbeing” as well as outcome-based targets to “reduce unhealthy behaviors such as tobacco use 
by [30%] and harmful use of alcohol by [20%].”

Amend to two separate targets: policy implementation and outcomes.
·       Add relevant targets and indicators to amended Target 5C, based on the WHO Comprehensive Global 
Monitoring Framework for the Prevention and Control of NCDs. (Source)

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 79 Indicator 47
Amend to reflect the agreed target on “a 30% relative reduction in prevalence of current tobacco use in 
persons aged 15+ years of age”, per the WHO Comprehensive Global Monitoring Framework for the 
Prevention and Control of NCDs. (Source)

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 79
Indicator 
47, Lines 

15-16

Replace the current definition of “tobacco product” as written, with the definition of tobacco product as defined 
by the WHO Framework Convention for Tobacco Control (FCTC):
·       “‘Tobacco products’ means products entirely or partly made of the leaf tobacco as raw material which are 
manufactured to be used for smoking, sucking, chewing or snuffing; [FCTC Article 1, Section (f). (Source)]

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 79 Indicator 
48, Line 27

Amend proposed target 5c to read “at least a 10% relative reduction in the harmful use of alcohol” in order to 
align with the targets and indicators in the agreed WHO Comprehensive Global Monitoring Framework for the 
Prevention and Control of NCDs. (Source)
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Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 98 Indicator 
68, Line 13

Add separate sub-indicators for:
·       Indoor (Household Air Pollution; HAP - e.g. from cook stoves) and outdoor pollution / national level 
estimates of burden of disease from household air pollution; OR 
·       Proportion of electricity generated with technologies that produce low levels of pollutants that harm health 
and climate across the energy lifecycle (extraction, generation, and distribution)
Extend indicators to cover percentage of households with access to cleanly generated electricity / households 
using modern fuels and technologies for all cooking, heating, and lighting activities that meet emissions and 
safety standards

Katie Dain NCD Alliance 28-Mar 102 Indicator 72

Add indicators to measure:
·       The proportion of health facilities with reliable 24-hour supply of electricity
·       The proportion of design and implementation of major energy policies routinely assessed in terms of 
health equity impacts (by gender, age, and socio-economic status)

Kemberley 
Gittens

Caribbean 
Policy 
Development 
Centre

28-Mar overarching

Limiting explicit reference to human rights to an aspect of a goal – “GOAL 04: Achieve Gender Equality, Social 
Inclusion, and Human Rights” runs counter to the fact that human rights are indivisible, interrelated and 
interdependent.

There have been numerous calls for the post 2015 development framework to be grounded in the human 
rights-based approach (HRBA) – this approach to the text would lend to clear identification of indicators that 
allow for monitoring progress on human rights (not limited to the economic and social) and for identification of 
rights and responsibilities of key actors.

Kemberley 
Gittens

Caribbean 
Policy 
Development 
Centre

28-Mar 8 2 The MPI presented in the HDR covers 10 indicators; the proposed multidimensional poverty index could also 
include dimensions relating to the environment/disaster and participation in decision making.

Kemberley 
Gittens

Caribbean 
Policy 
Development 
Centre

28-Mar 8, 9 7, 8

"The target speaks to vulnerability of states but the targets overwhelmingly focus on conflict, violence and 
peace-building. there is need to include SIDS considerations in the text (and indicators) as SIDS experience 
not only the typical challenges with which developing states grapple but SIDS peculiarities including limited 
resource base, proneness to natural hazards, small populations, excessive dependence on international trade 
and the related vulnerability to external shocks.

The General Assembly and specialised agencies advocated special considerations to address the multi-
faceted issue of structural weakness and vulnerability. The Global Conference on Sustainable Development of 
SIDS held in Barbados in 1994 adopted the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of SIDS. 
Later, the International Review Meeting to"

Review the Implementation of the  Programme of Action (Mauritius,2005) resulted in the Mauritius Strategy for 
further the implementation of the agreed programme.

A number of SIDS though having achieved middle income country  (MIC) status based on income measures 
have experienced severe setbacks brought on by continuous small scale incremental damage – made worse 
by climate change as well as large scale impacts of natural disasters.

For SIDS – their small size means that environment and development are inextricably linked and as such - and 
research shows that there is a link between increasing public debt  and  experience  of disasters  (for  example 
Grenada).

Among indicators that could be considered are:
Total funds available for climate change adaptation in SIDS and percent of (said) funds delivered

Kemberley 
Gittens

Caribbean 
Policy 
Development 
Centre

28-Mar 10

The target speaks to “planetary boundaries” – the indicators should thus be reflective of the range of 
boundaries. Additionally, leaving countries to specify related targets could mean that with the best indicators 
the localized targets may not go far enough to reverse damage done.

There should be clear demonstration of how countries can address the planetary boundaries in the context of 
Historical Responsibility and grounded in the Common But Differentiated Responsibility (CBDR) principle and 
this should guide identification of indicators.

Kemberley 
Gittens

Caribbean 
Policy 
Development 
Centre

28-Mar 10 15

The linking of an indicator of fertility rate that speaks to a target aimed at “Rapid voluntary reduction of fertility 
through the realization of sexual and reproductive health rights . . . “is problematic and could give the 
impression as providing governments (as duty bearers) opportunity to manage sexual and reproductive health 
in a manner that could erode human rights.

Kemberley 
Gittens

Caribbean 
Policy 
Development 
Centre

28-Mar 11 23 As with #21 there should be reference to literacy in the indicator as this goes beyond reading.

Kemberley 
Gittens

Caribbean 
Policy 
Development 
Centre

28-Mar Not clear what “broad range” will cover – need specific language that reflects “quality”. Consideration must be 
given to inclusion of life skills and should also cover student and teacher perceptions

Kemberley 
Gittens

Caribbean 
Policy 
Development 
Centre

28-Mar 13-Dec

We reiterate calls for a standalone goal on gender equality and women’s empowerment and that women’s 
empowerment (also focus on gender equity as required) crosscuts the goals as well. Additionally, indicators 
should cover
·   enhancing women's participation in decision-making in all sectors
(not just national parliament and/or sub-national elected office
·   addressing maternal morbidity
·   ensuring women's sexual and reproductive health and rights
·   addressing/reducing women's time burden- ensure women's access to productive resources- land, water, 
energy, sanitation

Kemberley 
Gittens

Caribbean 
Policy 
Development 
Centre

28-Mar 14 - 15 Notions of food sovereignty are missing from the text and as such from the indicators – must be expanded
There is a need for insertion  of indicators on fisheries

Kemberley 
Gittens

Caribbean 
Policy 
Development 
Centre

28-Mar 17 56 There is need for insertion of language on economic losses/relocation/ etc from disasters in coastal areas

Kemberley 
Gittens

Caribbean 
Policy 
Development 
Centre

28-Mar In keeping with the comments on (SIDS) vulnerability – including to climate change – adaptation must be 
scaled up across the document
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Kemberley 
Gittens

Caribbean 
Policy 
Development 
Centre

28-Mar 72
A target on households with access to reliable energy should be added. A population indicator may mask 
underlying structural issues that can be observed at the level of the household (e.g. are female headed 
households less likely to have access to reliable energy)

Kemberley 
Gittens

Caribbean 
Policy 
Development 
Centre

28-Mar 19-21 Need to insert civil society/NGOs in the monitoring and reporting process – elevate the role of partnerships 
based on democratic ownership

Kemberley 
Gittens

Caribbean 
Policy 
Development 
Centre

28-Mar p. 23 Governance – should also include Rio Principle 10

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar overarching

The SDSN report is a remarkable contribution to the post-2015 debate. Across every theme, it provides details 
of an inclusive and far reaching agenda for the next phase international development, encapsulated in the 
overarching target to end poverty.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar overarching

This technical depth however does not come with a compelling political narrative. For all its flaws, this was the 
power of the Millennium Development Goals: its conceptual clarity captured the world’s attention and has 
shaped international development for the last decade. World Vision suggests that this clarity is achievable for 
the SDSN framework but we also recognise that this can come at the cost of valuable detail. We suggest that 
any overarching political narrative is framed around a focus on the most vulnerable, ensuring that the success 
of a new set of development goals is measured on how they improve the lives of the most vulnerable people, 
whoever – and wherever – they are.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar overarching

Affirm:
·       the ‘zero target’ of ending extreme poverty (rather than ‘reduce x%) and indicator on ‘multi-dimensional’ 
poverty (to be developed)
·       disaggregated data – by sex, age, urban and rural and measured at the subnational level. Ethnic groups 
and indigenous groups and locally disadvantaged populations (e.g. street children, orphans) should be also 
considered in data disaggregation.
·       Investment for National statistical systems.  
·       Inclusion of urban poverty

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar overarching

We believe the framework could be strengthened by an explicit link to disaster risk reduction, particularly as a 
way to think about how to promote transition from fragility to stability and development.  We suggest an 
approach below, supported by sample indicators linked with the existing text.
Development plans include risk reduction measures at the national, sub-national and local level based on local 
participatory risk assessment. 
1)     Target 01b. Stunting and wasting in children under two years old by sex, region and social groups
2)     Target 01c. % of population confident in the performance of key state institutions by sex, age, region and 
social groups (as a measure of movement out of fragility)
3)     Target 02a Youth job creation, by sex, age, region and social groups.
4)     Target 03b. Disaster risk reduction is an integral objective of site selection, design, construction, and 
maintenance of schools. 
5)     Target 04a. Children will have the opportunity to participate in local level development planning [supported 
by appropriate disaggregation].
6)     Goal 5. The number of children living outside family care as a result of disaster/conflict is reduced by 
50%.
7)     Target 07c. We need to measure the impact of extensive disasters as well as intensive ones, as recurrent 
small-scale disasters are a key driver of poverty. 
8)     Target 07a. Risk smart urban planning in place for each city above 250,000.
9)      Goal 10. % of population confident in the performance of key state institutions by sex, age, region and 
social groups 

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar overarching

We are concerned that the definition of violence used in the indicators is somewhat narrow.   We refer the 
SDSN to WHO’s definition in its 2002 World Report on Violence and Health: “The intentional use of physical 
force or power, threatened or actual, against oneself, another person, or against a group or community, that 
either results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, maldevelopment or 
deprivation.”  Under this definition is assumed that violence include "all forms of physical or mental violence, 
injury and abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse".

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar overarching

We suggest a thorough re-think of the names of the goals themselves.  They currently lack political resonance. 
Goals need to capture the imagination, and these don't. That may be the point, considering the nature of the 
SDSN, but a political communications filter may help their overall message to get through. Suggest that as they 
stand, the goals fail the demand that they be 'action oriented, concise and easy to communicate' (p29, line 25)

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar overarching

* Political inclusion is very poorly represented. Goal 4, target 4a is too dense to answer this challenge 
adequately. A target specifically measuring voice would be welcome. Eg: Ensure that all social groups enjoy 
freedoms of speech, association, peaceful protest, civic engagement and access to information, Ensure that all 
social groups can meaningfully participate in political processes and decision-making at all levels.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 4

[p 4, line 27 and on]  We affirm the message about new indicators & information gathering mechanisms 
needing to be developed. This would be strengthened by stating that in many cases indicators & 
methodologies do exist, but require further development or scale-up. Otherwise this is an easy way to discount 
possible new indicators as being too hard. By focusing on information deficits rather than the existing assets 
they are making their job harder. 

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 5 21 Affirm the combination of quantitative, subjective and perception based indicators - this is essential for an 

inclusive, equity driven framework.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 5--7

In the suggested schedule of monitoring (pp5-6) there is little consideration of the capability of many countries, 
notably fragile states. An additional step could be for countries to go through a process of prioritising what is 
most important to measure for them (core targets for that context). Note: p 7 line 30 and on does propose a 
two tier structure of indicators, but comes from the perspective of a global core set of indicators, rather than a 
core set for the country. Some global core is needed, but should be a small set. 

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 25

Table 2, peace and security (page 25). We would prefer 'peace and stability' as a label.  It has become the 
increasingly accepted term within the sector. There are a number of possible additional indicators that could be 
added to the list as cross cutting influences on peace & stability: eg Goal 2 indicators 9-11, Goal 3 indicators 
24-25, Goal 9 indicator 86 - Environmental health is an underappreciated driver of conflict.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 35

Goal 1 – the combined poverty and hunger goal – should be separated into two separate goals: a poverty goal 
(measured not only by national level economic growth but also by how equitably that growth is distributed) and 
a standalone food security and nutrition goal (measured by reductions in stunting and wasting).
Our reasoning here is based on the experience of the MDG era where the nutrition and food security was 
subsumed and political priority was given to income poverty.
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Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 38

Affirm the language around zero child stunting in the target in Target 1b.
We note, however, that stunting is not the only form of child malnutrition. 52 million children globally suffer from 
an acute form of undernutrition known as wasting that requires urgent treatment and puts them at a markedly 
increased risk of death. Almost half of all under-five child deaths globally are attributable to undernutrition. 
Target 01b should be expanded to include ‘zero child stunting and wasting.’

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 41

Strongly affirm identification of conflict and vulnerability as top level drivers of poverty. The target has rather too 
much in it, and could be more direct, eg "xx conflict and violence in the most vulnerable states and other fragile 
contexts." 
Affirm the Target 01c. Violent deaths per 100,000 population with disaggregation by sex, age, region and social 
groups.  We encourage consideration of adding ‘context’ (i.e. fragile, conflict zone, etc).
We suggest this indicator to be used to track process on the target 4c. We suggest that additional indicator on 
"Number of boys and girls recruited and used by armed forces and groups involved in armed conflict" is used 
as additional indicator that can be used to track progress against Target 1.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 42

Other indicators (for indicator 7) include confidence in the effectiveness and accountability of the security 
services, and deaths per 100k people. A global level measure (indicator 8) could be to track any change in the 
number of fragile states/LDCs.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 43

We propose that the additional indicator( Children out of school because of conflict, insecurity or disaster) be 
reworded to include violence as one of the causes. The same indicator may also be used to measure progress 
against achieving Goal 3 especially in fragile contexts.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 44

Target 02a. We do not believe that reaching next income level is a good indicator of development for poverty 
reduction and equity nor respecting ecosystem boundaries. 
Indicator 29.  We strongly encourage the following indicator on worst forms of child labour: Percentage of 
children aged 5–14 engaged in the worst forms of child labour.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 50 Target 02c. Rapid voluntary reduction of fertility – language needs to be more sensitive, adding fertility “rate”. 

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 51

Unclear as to what indicator 17 on unmet need for family planning would give.   Instead we call for an end to 
early marriage – with the number of children married before 18 monitored.  We note that this is proposed as an 
additional indicator on p. 68.  We believe it deserves greater prominence given the correlation between child 
marriage, maternal and child mortality and other human rights violations.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 61

Good to see that the paper proposes targets around’ ending discrimination and inequalities in public service 
delivery and participation in political and economic life on the basis of gender, ethnicity, religion, disability, 
national origin and social or other status.’ We particularly affirm the reference to birth registration.
Birth registration is one critical aspect of a civil registration and vital statistics system but is not sufficient by 
itself as an indicator for monitoring discrimination and inequalities. Well-functioning CRVS systems are 
fundamental for safeguarding the rights to which every human being is entitled but only one-quarter of the 
world’s population lives in countries where more than 90% of births and deaths are registered.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 67

We affirm Target 4c and support the notion that indicators chosen need to measure occurrence and response 
to violence against women and children and welcome the possibility of having national and/or sub-national 
targets as an opportunity to address the different manifestations of violence and exploitation perpetrated 
against children.
We are concerned that there is a disconnect between target, chosen indicators, and the intention to measure 
prevalence (occurrence) and response. 
The indicator measuring overall prevalence of violence against women and children is missing (as current 
indicator 32 focuses only on domestic violence induced by intimate partners). We suggest replacing indicator 
32 with the following: Rate of women and children subjected to physical and sexual violence in the past 12 
months per 100000. 
The current response indicators focuses only on access to justice and implementation of legal frameworks, but 
do not measure government support to respond to violence against women and children.  We suggest 
including the following indicator: Percentage of women and children subjected to  physical and sexual violence 
referred to Recovery, Reintegration, or Psychological Support Services during a 12 month period.
In addition we suggest the following indicators to be considered at national/district level:
· Percentage of children aged 5–14 engaged in the worst forms of child labour
· Number of boys and girls recruited and used by armed forces and groups involved in armed conflict.
Suggested indicators should be disaggregated by gender and age. 
Indicator 33: is an insufficient indicator to measure access to justice and implementation of laws. We suggest 
that the indicator could be improved to reflect other forms of violence be reformulated in the following way: 
Percentage of referred cases of physical and sexual violence against women and children that are investigated 
and sentenced."
We encourage consideration of having separate indicators for women and children due to measurement 
challenges.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 69 Should there be a disability services target? This could be a crosscutting issue for peace also.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 70 Affirm the indicator on immunization framed as ‘Percent of children receiving full immunization as 

recommended by WHO’ under the target on universal coverage of quality healthcare.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 74

Affirm the call for an end to preventable deaths by reducing child mortality to [20] or fewer deaths per 1000 
birth, with proposed indicators of neonatal, infant and under-five mortality rate. This is line with the target set 
out by A Promise Renewed in 2012. 
Also affirm the maternal mortality target
Newborn mortality has shown less progress than overall child mortality. However, targets on ending 
preventable mortality only include child, maternal and NCD related mortality and do not include newborns. 
There is a need for a real focus on newborn survival and health, newborn mortality should be included in 
Target 05b on ending preventable child deaths, in addition to listing it as an indicator. 
The paper does not include any other coverage indicators for child health such as exclusive breastfeeding. 
Increasing rates of exclusive breastfeeding is critically important to reducing preventable child deaths and 
ensuring long-term health, well-being and productivity. Exclusive breastfeeding rate should be added as an 
indicator under Target 05b.

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 82

Goal 6 Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Posterity – overemphasis on high yield or productivity 
and unclear how sustainability and resilience will be addressed under this goal. Target 06a – 
·       the proposed indicator ‘50’ does not measure ‘stability of yields’. More suitable indicator would be year-to-
year variability in yields.  

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 83

·       Indicator 51 (Nitrogen Use Efficiency) not an appropriate measure of sustainability. A better 
measure would be a measure of trends in soil health. 
·       Indicator 52 needs an indicator that measures productive use of water under both rainfed and 
irrigated conditions (the majority of staple grain production in both the South and North is under rainfed 
conditions). Suggest ‘yield per millimetre of total water (from precipitation and from irrigation).
·       It is inappropriate for the International Fertilizer Association (as a non-governmental body) to be 
one of the agencies responsible for measuring indicators 50 and 51 

Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 85 Affirm Target 06b and suggest percent soil carbon as an additional measure of resilience 
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Kirsty Nowlan World Vision 
International 28-Mar 91 Urban violence and crime is listed as cross cutting but not included in the actual frame for Goal 7

Kwachu Kumche 
Justine

Women in 
Alternative 
Action 

28-Mar overarching

Le WAA Cameroon  n’ajoute rien ou ne retranche rien sur les réalités  citoyennetés. Concernant  l’assurance 
au développement et a la prospérité pour tous, sans ruiner l'environnement,  il est vraie que la vérité nous 
confirme que, toute personne y compris les peuples autochtones qui sont comme les personnes inferieur pour 
les autres n’en parlons même pas le cas de la femme ce groupe cible,  joue un  grand rôle dans la 
communauté, il faudrait développer les activités de développement d’abord au milieux ruraux avant d’importer 
ou exporter les différentes ressources dans leurs environnements , en effet,  l’éducation de base est une 
chose inoubliable dans une société  remplir  d’esprit de partage de prospérité équitable. Alors nous 
remarquons que dans les plusieurs pays Africaine ;  les personnes vivant aux villages, sont devenue comme 
des poubelles  utile juste pour garder les salubrités pendant quelques temps qui  vont  être jeté au sol  par la 
suit,  une fois jeté au sol alors  l’on  oublier tout. Comment est ce que nous parviendront à assurer  le 
développement et la prospérité pour tous sans ruiner  l’environnement !  

Kwachu Kumche 
Justine

Women in 
Alternative 
Action 

28-Mar overarching

Assurer l'apprentissage pour tous les enfants et les jeunes , c’est sujet est très important ; Je pense si nous 
nous rappelons tous que c’est a partir de notre éducation de base qui nous ont fait ceux que nous sommes 
aujourd’hui, jamais nous pouvons tolérer la discrimination faites aux enfants et a tout le jeune non plus. Les 
jeunes et les enfants sont privés de l’éducation aujourd’hui surtout en Afrique, nous devons soutenir les 
établissements que  ce soit privé et ou publique, les états doivent soutenir les enseignants en tout et pour 
toute.  

Kwachu Kumche 
Justine

Women in 
Alternative 
Action 

28-Mar overarching

Assurer l'égalité des sexes et réduire les inégalités, Je vous vous donne l’exemple de notre organisation WAA 
Cameroon qui aujourd’hui accompagne le gouvernement Camerounais dans l’amélioration de culture néfaste, 
traditionnelles et religieuses notamment dans la proposition de loi, code de la famille ainsi de suit,  tout ceci 
envi de réduire ; les inégalités et assurer l’égalité des sexes. Aujourd’hui l’inégalité est devenue comme un 
monde que nous voulons  or vivre dans l’inégalité c’est un de conflit armée et détruisant a la paix ainsi qu’au 
développement durable. Nous remercions les Nations Unis de pouvoir comprendre  se pratique néfaste 
mondial aujourd’hui.

Kwachu Kumche 
Justine
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Assurer la santé et le bien-être à tous les âges,  il est vraie que l’organisation mondial de la santé lutte,  jour 
pour jour contre les différentes pratiques dangereuse de la santé mais, l’OMS ne peu pas être capable 
d’assurer la santé et le bien–être a tous les âges non plus. Alors nous devons encourager les organisations de 
base par le moyen de formation continue pour renforcer leur capacité d’intervention et améliorer les différentes 
méthodes utiliser par celles-ci, car notre assistance montre que nous voulons non seulement contrôler les 
soins de santé primaire pour tous notamment, assurer la santé et le bien-être des gents de  tout âge. 

Kwachu Kumche 
Justine

Women in 
Alternative 
Action 

28-Mar 1 1
·       Sensibilisation et conscientisation aux milieux ruraux,
·       appuis technique sous forme d’un crédit rotatif pour développer les activités de développement  
auprès de toute personne vivant dans ces milieux [créer le service en Réseau etc.

Kwachu Kumche 
Justine

Women in 
Alternative 
Action 

28-Mar 1 2
Ø  Prise en charge de touts les enseignants,
Ø   appuis technique des objets pédagogiques aux personnes privées de l’éducation,
Ø   création de la structure de suivi et évaluation rotative.

Kwachu Kumche 
Justine

Women in 
Alternative 
Action 

28-Mar 1 3

ü  Prise de conscience à la citoyenneté de l’autorité traditionnelle et religieuse, renforcer les mesures de 
sécurité et d’application des lois sur les pratiques dangereuses.
ü  Création des centres d’écoute pour la population à travers l’organisation de base en synergie avec 
les institutions intergouvernementales

Kwachu Kumche 
Justine

Women in 
Alternative 
Action 

28-Mar 1 4

ü  Moderniser  le système de santé au milieu rural,
ü  Service social
ü  Informer et formé la population sur la santé communautaire  et encourager les recensements 
physique pour tous.
ü  Facilité la communication et transport communautaire,
ü  Intégré l’esprit d’autosuffisance etc.….

Laudemira Silva 
Rabelo

Universidade 
Federal do 
Ceará

28-Mar overarching

In general, the proposed indicators can measure the progress of sustainable development, 
especially when including the planetary boundaries (Raworth, 2012), although in some countries, these data 
are not available, what is an motivation for  stimulate the monitoring.
The insertion of the goal 9, which includes oceans and forest, made an excellent appreciation about those 
biomes, showing their importance for sustainable development. 
In the goal 10, the insertion of technology is crucial for make the sustainable development a 
reality. 

Laudemira Silva 
Rabelo

Universidade 
Federal do 
Ceará

28-Mar 18 08b

Reduce no-energy related emissions of greenhouse gases through improved
practices in agricultures, forestry, waste management, transportation and
 industry. Insert the transportation variable, mainly  in the Cities where the 
mobile sources (urban mobility, ex. Cars, bus) of emissions are  important in this 
account.

Laudemira Silva 
Rabelo

Universidade 
Federal do 
Ceará

28-Mar 18 9b

Excellent choice the insertion of ecosystem services rather than ecosystems. The
ecosystem services represent better the relationship between human and nature.
Moreover, these goal can show the importance of ecosystem services for human
well-being, especially in developing countries

Laudemira Silva 
Rabelo

Universidade 
Federal do 
Ceará

28-Mar 20 10c
Accelerate adoption of new technologies and higher education for the SDGs.
The search for an sustainable technology cannot be disaggregated from a higher
education that focuses on the SDGs.
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BY 2030 ALL PEOPLE HAVE ACHIEVED DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE PLANETARY BOUNDARIES THAT 
SUPPORT HUMAN LIFE
Considerations such as, “Is it realistic?are beside the point. Either we choose for life and make sure we put our 
all into achieving it. Or else we are choosing for death. And the death toll due to unsustainable behaviour is 
already escalating.
 
General Suggestions to Involve All in Becoming Accountable for this Goal.
 
1. A shift in emphasis throughout all targets and indicators that would declare that a sustainable world is BOTH 
THE RIGHT AND THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ALL PEOPLE. This  shift in emphasis would cause:
1. Public opinion motivating people to act more sustainably, because unsustainable behaviour is an 
infringement on the rights of their fellow citizens;
2. All to take increased responsibility rather than blaming one or other group for the quality of their lives.;
3. Gratitude to those who make necessary changes (good publicity for businesses, for instance.)
 
2. Crosscutting targets and indicators should actually measure the degree to which each 
person/organization/nation keeps within their footprint in a particular area and whether their impact is positive 
or negative. Metrics include The Family of Footprints mentioned in the article by Alessandro Galli et al.-
ecological, carbon and water--; land indicators suggested by UNDP, peace indicators mentioned in the OWG 
discussions. (Please see attached documents) (cont.)
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3. Agreements made in the past 20 years must be a foundation upon which the SDGs take off. Such 
agreements can be the subject of indicators in each of the suggested SDGs. Nations would thus report on the 
degree to which they have individually upheld a specific agreement and the degree to which partners to that 
agreement have upheld their ends. Such many-sided reporting on the same agreement will act as an impetus 
to keep the agreements made. They would be based on factual accounting. Stakeholder Forum has produced 
a number of documents that track agreements and targets. See for instance the attached file. The following 
document gives an idea of those that were negotiated at Rio+20: 
http://www.stakeholderforum.org/sf/index.php/news/563-reportfulfilling-the-rio20-promises-reviewing-progress-
since-the-un-conference-on-sustainable-development There is another one that deals with targets actually 
negotiated since Rio (See attachment)
 
4.An important target would be : All people are responsible for their individual impact on the Earth System. 
Here we could combine metrics on ecological footprint, water footprint, carbon footprint (Please see the 
Elsevier article by Alessandro Galli et al on  Ecological Indicators.); indicators on the quality of the soils by 
UNDP and on peace as mentioned during OPG 9.
 
5. This shared individual responsibility can be adjusted to the various goals and targets by substituting the 
phrase Earth System with for instance:
• Infringements on the human rights of others
• Infringements and/or contributions to peace In the OWG was mentioned that metrics do exist for peace)
• On clean drinking water by measuring all people’s individual’s water footprints
• On biodiversity (See article by Alessandro Galli et al. sent to Prof Jeffrey Sachs on Sunday, March 9th via the 
SDSN email address.
 
Implementation: All People would file an annual account of their respective footprints. A step by step 
implementation and two methods of financing of the target mentioned under 4 and 5 above is in the 
attachment, Target All People Accountable plus Implementation. 6. Disaggregation on many targets and 
indicators by gender, age, education, income, and specifically also by percentage of Indigenous Peoples 
whose territories lie within a country’s borders.

Lisinka 
Ulatowska UN NGO Rep 28-Mar Goal 1

Issues to Measure (beside nutrition and impact of conflict) include:
In order to survive: shelter, access to clean water and sanitation, access to clean air
In order to be able to move beyond mere survival and close the gap between rich and poor. :access to 
education at all levels, the internet, decision making at all levels (local, national, as well as regional and global 
consultations.
To ensure that all contribute their fair share to the well being and health of all:: The accountability for individual 
impact on the Earth System. Percentage of people who have filed an annual report on their individual 
footprints; Percentage that have stayed within their footprint.
Indicators to be disaggregated by gender, age, income, race and how these relate to proportions of indigenous 
peoples whose territories fall within the boundaries of a nation..
Accountability where appropriate also to be disaggregated by size of organization, whether public, civil society, 
its focus; and income; and the percentage of organizations with a commons (cooperative) approach where 
resources are managed, stewarded and/or produced by all stakeholders.(For this type of inclusivity tends to 
create better management of resources and better social relations.
With regard to agreements on financial aid and development assistance: Percentage of an agreement upheld 
by a nation according to its own assessment and according to the assessment of other parties to the 
agreement.

Lisinka 
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Each country reaches at least the next income level and promotes decent work within their planetary footprint.
Rationale  Development must at all times be sustainable. We must avoid a blind assumption that development 
requires us to exceed our footprint. In fact sustainable development within the Earth System will require better 
cooperation between all people and between all people and nature. This collaborative (commons) approach 
will lead to greater abundance through better management of common resources and better more supportive 
relations between people.
Development will involve all people learning from one another rather than the rich providing for the poor. Non 
industrial societies have many tools that can help the rich to live more sustainably.
 
Implementation Using Indicators with Diverse Metrics
1.Economic development as a percentage of global footprint disaggregated by country, organization (public, 
private, or cooperative businesses and individual people. And as appropriate by gender, age, income, 
education and as this relates to Indigenous Peoples..
2. Subjctive Indicators
➢      That allow people to specify the degree to which they are able to choose the course of their individual 
development. Many will choose satisfaction before higher income once basic needs are met.:
➢      The proportion of people who feel subjectively happy disaggregated as above.
➢      And workers in businesses and organizations disaggregated by whether private, public or cooperatives.
3. Objective metrics that reach beyond GDP minimum standards are needed for all. For instance, the 
proportion of each fundamental human right is implemented—civil and political, economic, cultural and social 
as well as the right to clean water and sanitation, clean air, etc, also disaggregated as above.
Note: If one wishes higher standards of living then one can always choose to work for these. And not everyone 
will choose luxurious lifestyles. In the wealthy sections of society people have often become averse to too 
many possessions and status symbols.

Lisinka 
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Understandably much attention is given to learning to read, write and calculate. With regard to the other skills 
mentioned below, these will require a general flow of knowhow among people worldwide. The rich and poor 
have contributions to make to how we can best live sustainably.
 
Target: All people can calculate their own Ecological, water and carbon footprints; and contributions to peace 
and security.(This can be done by by learning to respond to simple questionnaires. If this were taught at 
schools as well as in adult classes and village meetings then change would be able to take place as people 
became aware of their own impacts.
Indicator: Percentage of people who can calculate their own diverse footprints.
Target: All people are aware of the health of their bioregion and what they can do to improve it. The daily health 
can be broadcast via radio as a part of weather reports together with actions to be taken to mitigate the 
undesirable conditions and their effects.
 
Target: All people learn how to become more sensitive to nature. This involves learning to strengthen their 
intuition which is their umbilical chord to the Earth System and is a skill associated with women and so-called 
primitive peoples and much needed to counterbalance today’s education.
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Indicator: the Percentage of schools that teach students to use their intuitive and feeling capacities.
Rationale: Women are discriminated against because of their feeling/intuitive capacities. (See for instance 
witchhunts). The feeling/intuitive capacities are those that allow us to empathize with one another and to tune 
into nature.

Lisinka 
Ulatowska UN NGO Rep 28-Mar Goal 5

Here too there will have to be a greater exchange between diverse approaches to medicine. Living in harmony 
with nature will require that we understand how systems interact with one another from micro to macro and 
affect those within the human body.
Indicator: Ratio of systems-based medical approaches used versus allopathic ones.

Lisinka 
Ulatowska UN NGO Rep 28-Mar Goal 7 Indicator: Percentage of adults that participate in decision making regarding the resources they need for their 

individual survival and thrivability. (Disaggregated by gender, age, income, education)

Lisinka 
Ulatowska UN NGO Rep 28-Mar Goal 8 

Target:  All People live within their carbon footprint
Indicator Percentage of people who live within their carbon footprint. (Disaggregated by gender, age, income, 
education)

Lisinka 
Ulatowska UN NGO Rep 28-Mar Goal 9

Target:  All people live within their ecological footprint
Indicator:  Percentage of people who live within their ecological footprint.
(Disaggregated by gender, age, income, education)

Lisinka 
Ulatowska UN NGO Rep 28-Mar Goal 10 

Target: All people participate in decision making at all levels regarding those resources they need to survive 
and thrive.
Indicator: Percentage of people who participate in decision making at all levels disaggregated by age, income, 
gender and education; local, national, regional levels and global consultations; and organizations by private, 
public and cooperatives.
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Target: All people are accountable for their individual impact on the Earth System.
Target and Step by Step Implementation
As we begin to develop targets in the Open Working Group, it is essential to work with a paradigm that 
supports sustainable development and does not undermine it. We offer one such  cross cutting target that will 
be useful when applied to the care for all natural and social resources and many other elements of the 19 
areas put forward by the OWG Co-Chairs.
We have added a section on Implementation including financing mechanisms that involve all people in 
sustainable development management individually.
Two quite different means of implementation and financing.
Implementation I
Rationale and introduction
The Earth System is one integrated whole whereby all parts impact all others. The only part of this system that 
can be controlled is the social part—humankind itself. And indeed it is the actions of all people combined that 
determines whether humanity develops sustainably within the boundaries that can sustain human life. (See: 
Planetary Boundaries: Exploring the Safe Operating Space for Humanity: 
http://www.commonsactionfortheunitednations.org/?s=Planetary+Boundaries). Thisis an article written by 29 
eminent scientists in the field.
Many of the approaches to financing sustainable development are based on the current debt-based economy 
which is based on the need to borrow in order to produce and then to sell no matter the price to recapture ones 
investment and make a profit. This has resulted in escalating consumption and production so that we are in 
danger of exceeding those planetary boundaries that support human life. 
So stewarding any part of the Earth System will require that all people manage their individual impact on the 
System as a whole.This has become possible recently using a Family of Footprints as a metric.
Please see: 
https://www.google.com/search?q=global+Footprint%2C+water+footprint%2C+carbon+footprint&rlz=1C1CHFX
_enUS513US513&oq=global+Footprint%2C+water+footprint%2C+carbon+footprint&aqs=chrome..69i57.51956
j0j4&sourceid=chrome&espv=210&es_sm=93&ie=UTF-8.(cont.)
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Steps that countries can take as they are ready:
If each person (country or both) is apportioned a non-transferable fair share of the global footprint allowable for 
humanity to stay within safe planetary boundaries, people would notice positive economic changes and 
increased well-being. This can be done in a series of smaller steps.
1.      Governments request their citizens to submit periodic reports on the size of their individual global 
footprints. This is likely to result in
People and organizations are likely to realize that it is possible to measure the their individual impacts; 
corporations will realize the good publicity involved in having a low footprint; governments might realize that 
just changing the footprint in one of the sectors can drastically affect their nation’s footprint. All are likely to 
experience positive effects on the availability of natural resources, on their health and probably also on the 
national economy.
2      Governments will be able to make staying within ones global footprint  mandatory and back this with 
incentives, such as a non transferable income for all those who remain below their footprints (for instance a pro 
rated percentage of the resulting economic growth.) Since the amount of the basic income will depend on all 
adhering to their footprints, there will be both economic and social pressures to drive citizens to implement this 
step, as well as the positive impact on individual lives.
3.      Governments levy a fee for the use of commons resources. This could include: land on which their 
houses are built, lands used for timber, grazing, mining; emissions into air, water, or soil; ocean and freshwater 
resources; use of electromagnetic spectrum; satellite orbital zones; minerals (oil). In municipalities (around 18 
in PA, USA; in Australia and elsewhere) where this form of fees was levied, it was found that tax could be 
removed  from work and the overall tax burden decreased. The beneficial consequences of this step would 
become even more noticeable in quality of life and a growing economy.
4.      Countries that have undertaken the above shifts can opt to create a preferred trading status with others 
that have taken the same steps. This is likely to result in a rush to join this trading union until a tipping point is 
reached. (cont.)
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Reflections on Other Steps that Can Be Taken in Tandem with the Above Target
1.      The Earth’s System is proclaimed a global commons to be managed by and for the benefit of all people 
and nature.
2.      Ecocide is adopted as a Crime Against Peace. See http://eradicatingecocide.com/
3.      The use of depletable resources are strictly capped.
4.      Taxation from our work decreases as we gradually shift onto rental fees (or tax) for the use of any part of 
the global commons. Alanna Hartzok: Financing Local to Global.
5.      Monies collected could go to replace taxes on wages; restoration of local natural resources; and a small 
part to a Global Fund to compensate local communities affected by excavations, restore the global commons 
and a possible basic income for all people.  Such a Global Fund
a.       would facilitate the mobilization of additional international public resources for sustainable development
b.      be constantly fed by rental fees or taxes from people worldwide. It would not be sponsored by the rich 
and powerful and so would not divide the world into haves and the have-nots. This would be a true global 
partnership between all people for sustainable development
c.       would allow businesses to pay their fair share toward sustainable development. And because of the cap 
they would not be able to endanger the essential well being of the Earth
d.      would decrease the cost of bureaucracies and greatly simplify the present complexity of international 
financing institutions
e.       would obviate fees for consultants, since the system would be fairly uniform worldwide despite CBDR
f.       could be administered by the UN’s Trusteeship Council. (See article:Kul Gautam: Keynote on Trusteeship 
Council).
6.      A Panel of Eminent Personalities is formed (not necessarily by the UN itself) but to work with the UN 
Secretariat and the input of people globally through global consultations on the development and 
implementation of the above system. (cont.)
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Implementation II: A Self Financing World Marshall Plan
Where local communities have lacked money they have frequently resorted to Local Economic Trading 
Systems (LetSystems). These are barter economies that write IOUs or create a point system or local currency 
that is usually approximately equivalent to the national one. This allows people to trade locally and to obtain 
the goods and serviced they need at least to live their basic lives. The LETSystem has spread to countries 
worldwide both rich and poor. Now there is also software that allow such LETSystems to function nationally 
with separate branches for businesses and individuals.
The Self Financing Marshall Plan described here describes a barter/mail order type of approach that can 
create huge shiftw without threatening the existing economy and allowing elements to fuse with the new 
approach as they are ready to do so.
The Self Financing World Marshall Plan was developed by Dutchman Pieter Kooistra with support from the 
Dutch Government. A book describing a step by step implementation was written in the late 90’s. Steps and 
institutions that then were considered innovative have now become mainstream. So the implementation is 
much easier than it would have been then.
A SELF-FINANCING WORLD MARSHALL PLAN
A SUPPLEMENTARY INCOME FOR EACH WOMAN, MAN AND CHILD
 
Poverty, disintegration of societies and unemployment are challenging us all to take responsibility for our world 
in new ways. The following self-financing World Marshall Plan would provide every person with a means to 
regenerate their own lives while helping to build a healthy environmentally-sound world economy in which all 
people are able to develop in their unique ways. This self-financing Plan is described in several books, 
including two sponsored by the Dutch Foreign Ministry. Here is a summary of how the plan works and is 
financed.
Implementation II: A Self Financing World Marshall Plan
Where local communities have lacked money they have frequently resorted to Local Economic Trading 
Systems (LetSystems). These are barter economies that write IOUs or create a point system or local currency 
that is usually approximately equivalent to the national one. This allows people to trade locally and to obtain 
the goods and serviced they need at least to live their basic lives. The LETSystem has spread to countries 
worldwide both rich and poor. Now there is also software that allow such LETSystems to function nationally 
with separate branches for businesses and individuals.
The Self Financing Marshall Plan described here describes a barter/mail order type of approach that can 
create huge shiftw without threatening the existing economy and allowing elements to fuse with the new 
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Implementation II: A Self Financing World Marshall Plan
Where local communities have lacked money they have frequently resorted to Local Economic Trading 
Systems (LetSystems). These are barter economies that write IOUs or create a point system or local currency 
that is usually approximately equivalent to the national one. This allows people to trade locally and to obtain 
the goods and serviced they need at least to live their basic lives. The LETSystem has spread to countries 
worldwide both rich and poor. Now there is also software that allow such LETSystems to function nationally 
with separate branches for businesses and individuals.
The Self Financing Marshall Plan described here describes a barter/mail order type of approach that can 
create huge shiftw without threatening the existing economy and allowing elements to fuse with the new 
approach as they are ready to do so.
The Self Financing World Marshall Plan was developed by Dutchman Pieter Kooistra with support from the 
Dutch Government. A book describing a step by step implementation was written in the late 90’s. Steps and 
institutions that then were considered innovative have now become mainstream. So the implementation is 
much easier than it would have been then.
A SELF-FINANCING WORLD MARSHALL PLAN
A SUPPLEMENTARY INCOME FOR EACH WOMAN, MAN AND CHILD
 
Poverty, disintegration of societies and unemployment are challenging us all to take responsibility for our world 
in new ways. The following self-financing World Marshall Plan would provide every person with a means to 
regenerate their own lives while helping to build a healthy environmentally-sound world economy in which all 
people are able to develop in their unique ways. This self-financing Plan is described in several books, 
including two sponsored by the Dutch Foreign Ministry. Here is a summary of how the plan works and is 
financed. (cont.)
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The Effects of a Life-Enhancing Supplementary Economy
If every man, woman and child were given $250 (compounded by 7% p.a.) every year to be spent exclusively 
on his or her wholesome development, poverty and pollution would fade away. In poor areas, where a person 
earns $400 annually, $250 for each member of the family is a fortune. It could be spent on seeds or instruction 
on soil regeneration. Villagers could contribute to a water pump or sewage system for their region. Soon 
poverty and disease could make way for flourishing cottage industries and international markets would expand 
into poorer areas. In richer countries $250 could be spent on personal growth or the development of mind or 
spirit. Attitudes would change as every year again each person would be asked to choose environmentally 
friendly goods and services for personal development. All, rich and poor, would be encouraged to consider 
such questions as: "What is health?" "What adds depth and meaning to life?" and "How can an individual 
develop personally without harming others or the environment?" 
 
The world economy could change without lay-offs. As world markets for life enhancing and environmentally 
sound goods and services expanded, arms industries, drug, energy and electronic companies and others 
could gradually redirect research and development to qualify for these new markets. Business would adopt 
more life enhancing values. Attitudes would change as individuals, industry and governments experienced the 
benefits of serving the well being of people and Planet and saw poverty, unemployment, social disintegration, 
and pollution decrease.
 
The Supplementary Economy Is Similar to a Mail Order Barter System
Every year, a census in taken in every country to establish which wholesome, life enhancing goods and/or 
services every person wishes to order for the year. In the Technical and Evaluation Division of the U.N. 
Population Fund, it was suggested that countries could agree to attach a questionnaire to the ongoing census 
programme of each country. This questionnaire could be tabulated separately.  This would be particularly 
useful while the infrastructure for the Marshall Plan is being put into place. (cont.)
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Each person is given a credit of the equivalent of US$250. Once a year each person is asked to  order goods 
and services for up to the amount of this supplementary income for her or his personal development.  Nothing 
harmful to anyone or the Planet may be ordered.  The credit of those not wishing to participate is cancelled for 
that year.
 
These "orders" are entered on a computer banking system, which links all countries and people.  Existing 
commercial banks are connected to this system both for the benefit of the consumers and of the producers. 
People who can supply the life enhancing goods and services requested also make this known to development 
workers and are matched with the demand.  Once supply and demand are exactly matched, marketable goods 
and services have come into being and the exchange can take place.
How is this Supplementary Economy Financed?
In the past, a country's currency was considered "hard" to the degree it was covered by gold reserves. Today, a 
country's currency is considered "hard" to the degree it is covered by "marketable goods and services". In 
essence, money can be seen as a point system that is allocated to each product and service to facilitate barter.
 
In today's world both rich and poor limit currency production for opposing reasons. The rich have the potential 
to produce the goods and services, but lack the markets. The poor are in need of goods and services, but often 
lack the ability to produce the necessary goods and services; and so neither is in a position to create hard 
currency as long as the currency is created on a national or regional basis. As soon as the world is seen as an 
economic whole, additional currency can be created to meet the WORLD situation of supply and demand. The 
additional currency can be divided among the world's population and can then be used to facilitate the 
exchange of goods and services as previously arranged via the computer system. (cont.)
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If the whole world were combined in one market, economists estimated that the world economy would be able 
to grow by 5%-10%. Let us say conservatively by 7%, if the production capacity would be matched by people's 
needs. This amount can then be used for several aims, including the building of the infrastructure and the 
implementation of this Plan. Once these costs have been deducted and the rest is divided equally among the 
world's population, each person would receive the equivalent of about US $ 250.
 
Each year more people will become contributors to this supplementary economy and so growth will continue. 
Each year by, say 7% and each person's part of the new economy will increase. (Because the whole world is in 
constant flux, these figures change constantly and these calculations would have to be done to meet the 
situation. The 7% is therefore just a means to illustrate how the financing would work.
 
The Supplementary Economy has two characteristics, not shared with any economy elsewhere in the world, 
made possible by modern computer technology and census taking infrastructures being developed with the 
support of the U.N. They are:
1. Every woman, man, and child has an account and is connected through this banking system;
2. It would be known from the outset, each year, exactly what is needed and what can be supplied through the 
U.N. Economy.
 
This makes it possible to create a hard international currency for this Supplementary Economy and to 
determine the goods and services that will promote wholesome human development. (cont.)
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How Do People Determine Which Goods and Services May Be Offered through this Supplementary Economy?
Decision making in connection with this Supplementary Economy should involve all people. One way proposed 
uses the sociocratic method, by which people must grant their consent to each decision for it to be taken. If 
consent is withheld, the decision must be reformulated.
 
To determine which goods and services are to be made available and which to be withheld, each community is 
divided into groups of approximately 25 persons who make community decisions regarding goods and services 
considered harmful and thus not permitted. Each of these small groups sends 2 members with the outcome of 
their decision making to the next level of decision making, say for the local regions. Here, too, people meet in 
groups of approximately 25 people. Again consent is sought. And then 2 of each group go to the next level, say 
the country level, and so the process continues. It was estimated that if all 6 billion people were involved in this 
form of decision making just 8 or 9 levels of decision making would be involved. This type of decision making is 
already used by some world organizations. The advantage:  that community is formed as such topics are 
discussed regarding what is wholesome and what harmful to individual or planetary health.
 
What is Required?
The proposed World Marshall Plan provides a supplementary income for all people in every nation.  It will take 
about 10 years to build the necessary infrastructure. (cont.)
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The infrastructure will consist of:
1. an electronic communication system, such as the Internet, connected to a
2. Bank, which works exclusively with money transfers, rather than actual currency and is built on the model of 
the Dutch Giro System, run by a branch of a world institution, like the UN; with
3. accounts for every man, woman and child in the world; and
4. two U.N. development experts for every one thousand people, each with access to this fully computerized 
banking system both for informational and data entry purposes.
 
It Would Be Impossible To Achieve the Same Through World Taxes.
Organizationally, it would be very complicated and financially impossible to levy any form of world taxes in 
order to generate income for a worldwide development income for all people to be administered by the U.N.  
Nobel prize winner, Jan Tinbergen, calculated that the U.S.A. would have to provide 2/3 and the EC one-half of 
their means if every citizen in the world were to receive a reasonable income. He quite rightly considers this 
impossible.  Rich countries would collapse through a lack of funds, money would become too expensive, and 
the poor countries would only be helped in an ad hoc fashion.  Soon there would be a lack of purchasing 
power.
 
Great Advantages for Existing Economies.
Because the Supplementary Economy creates a constant upward pressure on existing economies, there are 
many advantages.  After all, the same producers deliver to both economies. 
 
Because of their extra income from the new economic circuit and the higher demands in terms of quality and 
environmental friendliness, producers will be able to manufacture better quality products in the original 
economies.  There is, as it were, a wholesome interaction between all private businesses and those activities 
performed for the Supplementary Economy. This produces profit, spent differently in each economic circuit. 
(cont.)

Lisinka 
Ulatowska UN NGO Rep 28-Mar overarching

In this way both economic systems can be transformed, enabling the development of body and mind of the 
individual citizen. The Supplementary Economy constitutes a synthesis between market and planned economic 
approaches and the resulting balance benefits all people in every aspect of their existence. Every consumer is 
encouraged to function as both a national and a world citizen through the use of his or her supplementary 
income. As world citizen, he or she is directly connected to the U.N., if it is chosen as administrating agency 
(i.e. humanity).  No national government or organization can take away these human rights and at the same 
time the increased individual well-being provides the stability which governments require to carry out their 
mandate.
 
We would be able to refer to the Supplementary Income as the much-needed Human Rights Economy, or a 
psychological and spiritual economy in which the development of body, mind and spirit are in balance. In this 
way, we can respond for the first time in history to our spiritual and political calling to produce a more loving 
and more reasonable world community, in which every individual can be a full-fledged partner in all situations.
 
Additional Characteristics of the Supplementary Economy
Decisions regarding which goods and services may be offered through the Supplementary Economy are made 
by all people in small community meetings.  There are numerous precedents for this.  Decisions will be made 
by consent, that is, people would have to agree on which products and services do not harm other people or 
the environment. This form of decision making builds community, raises consciousness and fosters 
responsibility with regard to the quality of life.
 
It Does Not Affect The Sovereignty Of Any Nation
Instead it enables each person to choose ways of contributing to the regeneration of their own economic and 
social environment in ways that benefit all people and the nation as a whole. (cont.)

Lisinka 
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It Finances Itself And Is of No Cost To Any Nation.
On the contrary every individual, every business and consequently every country benefits.
 
No Interest Payments or Inflation, No Speculation.  Less Likelihood of Fraud.
There is a direct link between production and consumption and there are no interest payments.  There is 
therefore no inflation and can be no speculation. The rules of this Marshall Plan are monitored by the 
development workers and by all individual people who so wish. There is therefore less likelihood that there 
would be fraud using U.N dollars, than there is in today's less transparent economies.
 
Decrease In Pollution, Safeguarding Non-Renewable Resources
Production will be pollution-free and selective, and based on the prior consent of all people.  There would be 
one type of goods and services for those who are physically poor and other types for those who are financially 
well off and would benefit from mental or spiritual enrichment and the full range between these two extremes. 
Those receiving material goods are subject to regulation, because pollution and the depletion of natural 
resources through this Supplementary Economy is not permitted. In the long run these problems would 
significantly decrease.
 
Less Unemployment
Unemployment will decrease drastically, as the supplementary economy expands and provides increased 
opportunities for new producers.  As standards of living rise, the focus of the economy will shift from material 
goods (which often deplete the earth's resources) to services which refine personal and spiritual education, 
interpersonal and community relationships, and artistic and cultural expression. It will result in a constructive 
shift in the relationship between people and their planet. (cont.)

Lori Heise, 
Charlotte Watts

London 
School of 
Hygiene and 
Tropical 
Medicine

28-Mar 67 12

This indicator should be refined to add clarity and make it consistent with best practice in the field of gender-
based violence research.  It should be constructed to take advantage of existing data already routinely 
collected via the Demographic and Health Surveys, the Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys and specialized 
surveys conducted by the World Health Organization and various crime victimization surveys.  A consensus 
has evolved in the field that the most useful indicator is the prevalence of physical and/or sexual partner 
violence experienced in the past 12 months among ever-partnered women aged 15 to 49.  While focusing on 
physical and sexual violence, the measure captures significant emotional abuse as well because the majority 
of emotional aggression in relationships co-occurs with physical or sexual violence.

The indicator is not formally a “rate”.  Rather it is a 12-month prevalence estimate.  As a result, the indicator 
should be re-worded to read:  The prevalence of women 15 to 49 who have experienced physical or sexual 
violence by an intimate partner in the last 12 months.  The measure should be calculated among ever-
partnered women, and include both current and former partners.  Guidance should be provided as to how to 
define partnership for the purposes of this indicator.  
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Lori Heise, 
Charlotte Watts

London 
School of 
Hygiene and 
Tropical 
Medicine

28-Mar 67 18
To make the reference accurate, we suggest that the sentence on line 18 be amended to read:  “The Global 
Burden of Disease estimates that 30% of women aged 15 and older have experienced physical or sexual 
violence by an intimate partner.  

Lori Heise, 
Charlotte Watts

London 
School of 
Hygiene and 
Tropical 
Medicine

28-Mar 67 22

This paragraph is confusing because it combines observations about violence against women and girls in 
general with discussions of the specific indicator suggested on partner violence.  We recommend that the 
paragraph first offer a definition of violence against women and girls and then discuss why a measure on 
partner violence has been chosen as the measure indicative of this wider issue.  The mention of female genital 
cutting should definitely be separated from discussion of intimate partner violence

Lori Heise, 
Charlotte Watts

London 
School of 
Hygiene and 
Tropical 
Medicine

28-Mar 67 28

Based on our 20 years of experience researching partner violence in low and middle income countries, we 
suggest that the measure be disaggregated by age, type of violence, urban/rural and severity.  A reasonable 
age breakdown that captures the changing profile of risk over time would be: 15-19; 20-24; 25-35; and 36-49.  
 It is further possible, using existing data collection schemes to divide cases into “severe” versus “moderate 
only” violence.  Severe violence includes women who have experienced any act of sexual violence and or at 
least one act of severe physical violence in the past 12 months.  Severe physical violence includes items c-f on 
the physical violence questions in existing survey modules (i.e. hit with fist through to use of a gun, knife or 
other women).  These items correlate well with injury and other negative health consequences across settings.  
Moderate cases include women who have experienced acts of moderate physical violence only, defined as 
being slapped, pushed or shoved, in the past 12 months.  
In order to properly calculate the above measures it is important to know whether women have ever been 
married/involved in a sexual relationship with a man.  Normally this is established through a standard set of 
questions available at: 
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/display/VAW/Survey+module+for+measuring+violence+against+women
We support the use of a 12 month measure of partner violence rather than a lifetime measure because it is 
better suited to reveal changes in levels and risks of violence over time.  However should the committee 
decide to also report a lifetime measure (which is easily calculated from the same data sets), we recommend 
eliminating from overall prevalence estimates, women who have experienced in their lifetime a single act of 
moderate physical violence (push, slap, shove).  Partner violence is best conceptualized as a pattern of abuse 
not a single isolated incident.  Likewise analysis of the WHO multi-country study on domestic violence and 
women’s health confirms that on average, women who have experienced a single act of being pushed, 
slapped or shoved more closely resemble non-abused women than they resemble women who have 
experienced more frequent or more serious acts of violence. 

Lori Heise, 
Charlotte Watts

London 
School of 
Hygiene and 
Tropical 
Medicine

28-Mar 67 30

Comments and limitations:  Measures of partner violence in high income countries would need to be re-
calculated to conform to the data available globally.  There are some forms of partner violence, such as 
stalking, that are not routinely collected in low and middle income settings and would need to be reported 
separately in order to make the indicator as comparable as possible across setting.

Lori Heise, 
Charlotte Watts

London 
School of 
Hygiene and 
Tropical 
Medicine

28-Mar 67 35

We recommend replacing this indicator with a more general indicator that represents a government’s 
commitment overall to addressing violence against women and children.  

The justice system is only one aspect of a serious response to gender-based violence; moreover,  given the 
overall problems that currently plague many justice systems world-wide, the proposed measure would more 
directly reflect existing systemic problems with courts and prosecution than be a good measure of a 
government’s commitment to fight violence against women and children.  Additionally, only a very small 
proportion of victims in most low income countries choose to use the formal justice system.  Many prefer other 
forms of support and dispute resolution.

A reasonable alternative for capturing governmental commitment would be: Presence of a dedicated budget 
line (and amount) for action on violence against women and children.  Many countries now have national plans 
of action to reduce gender-based violence, but they remain largely unfunded.  

At a minimum, countries could report whether they have any dedicated funding for violence against women 
and/or children.  For those that do, the indicator could track amounts (as a proportion of overall budget) and 
the Ministries/Agencies involved.  Tracking what ministries have budget lines would communicate which 
ministries have lead responsibility in different settings.

Lori Heise, 
Charlotte Watts

London 
School of 
Hygiene and 
Tropical 
Medicine

28-Mar 68 16

Two additional indicators that countries could consider:  

Proportion of women 15 years and older who have been forced to have sexual intercourse against their will by 
someone other than an intimate partner

Proportion of children under 15 (or 18) who have experienced harsh physical punishment at home or at school
Luz Maria De-
Regil 

Micronutrient 
Initiative 28-Mar overarching It is a key document that gives continuity to the Agenda for sustainable development. Annex 1 is particularly 

helpful to understand the relevance and optimal attributes of the indicators.

Luz Maria De-
Regil 

Micronutrient 
Initiative 28-Mar 9 and 39 Indicator #5

[Proportion of population with shortfalls of any one of the following essential micronutrients: iron, zinc, iodine, 
vitamin A, folate, and vitamin B12 – indicator to be developed]
Proposed rationale: Adequate Definition: indicator to be developed.
We propose that instead of creating a new composite indicator that may be difficult to implement, collect and 
harmonize across countries; Member States use the following two indicators to track progress towards the 
reduction of micronutrient deficiencies in the most vulnerable populations. They meet the criteria of core 
indicators.
5a. Proportion of infants 6–23 months of age who receive a minimum acceptable diet
Rationale
This is a composite indicator that reflects multiple dimensions of appropriate infant feeding. It combines 
standards of dietary diversity and feeding frequency to promote an adequate consumption of both macro and 
micronutrients by breastfeeding status. Appropriate adherence to the minimum acceptable diet is also 
associated with a reduced risk of stunting and underweight.1
Definition
Children (breastfed or not) 6–23 months of age who had at least the minimum dietary diversity and the 
minimum meal frequency during the previous day
   (numerator) divided by children (breastfed or not) 6–23 months of age (denominator).
Minimum dietary diversity: At least 4 food groups
Minimum meal frequency: Breastfed infants 6–8 months old need 2–3 meals per day, breastfed children 9–23 
months need 3–4 meals per day, with 1–2 additional snacks as desired. Children who are not breastfed should 
be given 1–2 cups of milk and 1–2 extra meals per day.
Disaggregation
This indicator is mainly disaggregated by breastfeeding practices and it can also be disaggregated by age 
group. (cont.)
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Regil 

Micronutrient 
Initiative 28-Mar 9 and 39 Indicator #5

Comments and limitations
• This indicator is endorsed by the World Health Organization, UNICEF, IFPRI and other organizations as one 
of the core indicators of adequate nutrition in the first 2 years of life.2
• There is guidance for its measurement and interpretation.3
• Currently collected by Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) and Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys 
(MICS).
• There are country profiles that allow comparisons between and within countries.4

Lead agencies
• WHO. This indicator is included in the WHO Global Data Bank on Infant and Young Child Feeding.5 WHO is 
requested to periodically report to the World Health Assembly progress on indicators of breastfeeding and 
complementary feeding.

References
1. Marriott BP, White A, Hadden L, Davies JC, Wallingford JC. World Health Organization (WHO) infant and 
young child feeding indicators: associations with growth measures in 14 low-income countries. Maternal & 
Child Nutrition. 2012; 8: 354–370.
2. Indicators for assessing infant  and young child  feeding practices Part 1. Definitions. Conclusions of a  
consensus meeting held  6–8 November 2007 in Washington, DC, USA. Geneva, World Health Organization, 
2008.
3. Indicators for assessing infant  and young child  feeding practices Part 2. Measurement. Geneva, World 
Health Organization, 2010.
4. Indicators for assessing infant   and young child  feeding practices Part 3. Country profiles. Geneva, World 
Health Organization, 2010.
5. The WHO Global Data Bank on Infant and Young Child Feeding 
(http://www.who.int/nutrition/databases/infantfeeding/en/, accessed 20 March 2014).
5b. Prevalence of anemia in women of reproductive age, including pregnant.
See next row for a comprehensive characterization of this indicator.

Luz Maria De-
Regil 

Micronutrient 
Initiative 28-Mar 40

Additional 
indicator 

that 
countries 

might 
consider. 

Prevalence 
of anemia 

in non- 
pregnant 

women of 
reproductiv

e age

We propose that this indicator be considered as core as it meets the specified criteria of this type of indicators:
• Universality: This indicator can be equally applied in high, middle or low income countries and there are 
universal definitions for this indicator.1 The consequences of anemia in cognitive, physical, and reproductive 
performances are well documented.
• Reliable data: Although not all countries collect this indicator on a yearly basis, there are already trend 
analyses at global, regional and national levels for the period 1995-2011 that allow comparisons across time 
and countries.2
• Broad consensus: Anaemia in women of reproductive age in 2011 affected 496 million of women between 15-
49 years of age (29%) and 32 million of pregnant women (38%).2
In 2012 the 65th World Health Assembly approved that by 2025 anaemia in
women of reproductive age, including pregnant women, should be reduced by 50%.3   There is already 
national commitment to reduce anemia, particularly among pregnant women, and monitor its reduction.
• Disaggregation: Data is commonly disaggregated by pregnancy status. Although comparability analyses of 
national estimates do not disaggregate anaemia prevalence by location (rural/urban) or age 
(adolescents/adults) such information is available, when reported, on the WHO Vitamin and Mineral Nutrition 
Information System.4

Definition
Anaemia in women of reproductive age, including pregnant women, is defined as the proportion of women with 
haemoglobin concentrations below a cut-off that can be adjusted by pregnancy status. In non-pregnant women 
such cut-off is 120 g/L at sea level (and can be adjusted by altitude), while in pregnant women is 110 g/L.1 
(cont.)
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Strengths
• Anemia has a clear definition that is broadly adopted by Member States.
• Haemoglobin is the most widely collected biochemical indictor of nutritional status.
• There are field-friendly, non-invasive devices for haemoglobin collection. Thus, surveillance can be 
strengthened.
• Indicator regularly collected by Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) and Malaria Indicator Surveys as 
well as independent surveys that aim at assessing micronutrient status in populations.
• There is updated global guidance on proven public health interventions that diminish anaemia (e.g 
supplementation or fortification).
• Included in the World’s bank World development indicators (anaemia in pregnant women.

Weaknesses
• Anaemia may result of one or multiple micronutrient deficiencies (mainly iron, folate and Vitamin B12) and 
thus it does not reflect a specific deficiency.

Sources of data/lead agencies: WHO. Vitamin and Mineral Nutrition Information System.

Madiesse Justine

ASSOCIATIO
N pour la 
Formation et l’ 
Insertion de 
l’Adolescent 
et de la 
Femme

28-Mar overarching Central Africa Countries such as Cameroun has too many difficulties to achieve sustainable development goals 
, whatever indicator is taken or choosen. We expect more support from UN to achieve these goals.

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar overarching

No mention of harmful traditional practices/violence against girls including sexual assault and female genital 
mutilation (FGM). Additionally, sexual and reproductive health rights are mentioned but no real measure is 
taken to understand the level of SRH education.  Additionally, it is not clear where in the indicator document 
violence against girls will be measured or how.

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar overarching Mental health is very broadly attempted to be measured.

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 9 1c There is no mention of how to measure violence against children

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 10 2 The definition of “promotes decent work” is not clear- this can vary from country to country, region to region 
and even person to person. There should be a universal definition of what this means

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 11-Oct 2c There is no mention of sexual and reproductive health (SRH) education here.  This is crucial to reduction of 
fertility.

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 11 3a This indicator does not clearly state how the proportion of children will be measured. Will there be school 
surveys conducted, household surveys?
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Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 11 3b The term broad range sounds a bit vague, even in the further explanation of it later in the document it is does 
not state what “broad range” means.

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 12 4c
The target is to prevent and eliminate violence against women and children. However, the indicator only 
suggests using the “Rate of Women subject to violence in the past 12 months by an intimate partner”. What 
about violence against girls?

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 16 7b The term “access to sanitation”- what does basic sanitation mean? (Clean bathrooms, being able to wash 
hands with water, or water and soap?) This is unclear.

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 41 Line 16-34 Again, there is discussion regarding violent injuries and deaths. This targets women, which is great but children 
must also be considered here (especially young girls/teens).

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 45 Lines 5-8 This sentence is missing the word “are”…”…whose employment relationships are not subject to labor 
legislation.”

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 45 Line 21 This sentence should read “Yet the latter makes it harder to compare...”

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 50 Line 22 This indicator, 15, does not mention any rationale or mention of measuring girls/young women who have 
children through rape, early marriage, assault, etc.

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 51 Indicator 17 For unmet need of family planning, it seems that women who are in a union or married are the only ones taken 
into consideration. What about women who are unmarried, teens, pre –teens facing assault?

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 57 indicator 22

Another indicator to consider here would be the % or rate of girls who wish to continue secondary education 
but cannot due to lack of infrastructure (appropriate bathrooms, access to schools, forced to go into labor 
employment). This can be measured through household surveys, or school surveys.  Perhaps even an 
indicator measuring the quantity of quality of teachers in school to enhance learning will be helpful here (tools 
are used for schooling, ICT, etc.)

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 61 4a An indicator to consider regarding gender equality would be % of girls entering secondary or tertiary schools 
compared to the % of boys

Mansi Mehta Earth Institute 28-Mar 67 4c An indicator to consider here would be to include violence against children, especially towards girls regarding 
harmful traditional practices (FGM)

Manu 
Shrivastava

Centre for 
Community 
Economics 
and 
Development 
Consultants 
Society, 
Beyond 
Copenhagen 
Coalition 

28-Mar overarching
Thank you for the opportunity to civil society to share its concerns on the SDSN Indicator Report. 
CECODECON is a grassroots NGO based in India working on man development issues. Beyond Copenhagen 
Coalition is a pan-India coalition working on climate and environmental justice and sustainable development.

Manu 
Shrivastava

Centre for 
Community 
Economics 
and 
Development 
Consultants 
Society, 
Beyond 
Copenhagen 
Coalition 

28-Mar overarching

The SDSN indicator report is a good attempt to improve and make more efficient the measuring and 
quantifying of sustainable development. However, some of the listed indicators have ignored peoples’ needs 
and undermined development justice. If this is the way it carries forward, SDGs will not be any different from 
MDGs. Also, the comments and suggestions will not be very productive because comments/suggestions on 
goals and target levels are not being considered anymore.

Manu 
Shrivastava

Centre for 
Community 
Economics 
and 
Development 
Consultants 
Society, 
Beyond 
Copenhagen 
Coalition 

28-Mar 6 22

The assumption that by merely financing to improve statistical infrastructure capacity of a country to improve 
its reporting is an over simplification of the country scenarios. To be able to gather good quality, useful data it is 
imperative to also invest in education, skill building and sensitization of agencies and personnel collecting this 
information. Also, it is important to establish mechanisms that will ensure fair and transparent collection and 
dissemination of information and data collected.

Manu 
Shrivastava

Centre for 
Community 
Economics 
and 
Development 
Consultants 
Society, 
Beyond 
Copenhagen 
Coalition 

28-Mar 9 1

Target 1a. End extreme poverty – it is simply rudimentary to assume an amount of $1.25 per day as a marker 
of poverty in this day and age. The market forces, inflation, rising food prices, etc. have been kept out of 
consideration when these are the most destabilizing forces. Also, just a number to demarcate poverty is not 
wise in a national context. The number or percentage of extremely rich and their wealth must also be a 
contributing factor to decide who is poor.

Manu 
Shrivastava

Centre for 
Community 
Economics 
and 
Development 
Consultants 
Society, 
Beyond 
Copenhagen 
Coalition 

28-Mar 9 2
Target 1b. this indicator still has to be developed. We do not welcome role of the two agencies involved to 
decide indicator for this. More stakeholders should be involved in the decision making process at the very initial 
stage to address this multidimensional problem of poverty.

Manu 
Shrivastava

Centre for 
Community 
Economics 
and 
Development 
Consultants 
Society, 
Beyond 
Copenhagen 
Coalition 

28-Mar 9 3,4,5

The indicator on food security must have more factors incorporated because the current context ignores 
hassles of smallholder farmers in poor countries and the biggest threat to their food and livelihood security, i.e. 
climate change. Also many local factors that affect food security have been completely ignored. Also food 
sovereignty must be given stressed besides food security.
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Manu 
Shrivastava

Centre for 
Community 
Economics 
and 
Development 
Consultants 
Society, 
Beyond 
Copenhagen 
Coalition 

28-Mar 10 14
Target 2b. – It is not fair to simply use consumption of ozone depleting substances as an indicator. Attention 
must be given to who are using these substances and if they even have a choice and if not, they must be given 
a choice.

Manu 
Shrivastava

Centre for 
Community 
Economics 
and 
Development 
Consultants 
Society, 
Beyond 
Copenhagen 
Coalition 

28-Mar 14

06a. Indicator: percentage of food provided by agro-ecological production
06a. Indicator: Degree of Biodiversity preservation in agriculture (versus monoculture)
06a. Family based production (by scaling the production through chains and networks) versus corporate 
production
06c. Agrarian reform (equity in the access [universal access] of land property in the country)
06c. Local seeds: Access and right to produce local  seeds
06c. Right to an uncontaminated production of GMOs and agrotoxics (because GMOs spread and force your 
crops to be considered GMO)

Marcus C Öhman 
Stockholm 
Resilience 
Centre 

28-Mar overarching

A more general comment: Biodiversity is the base for human well being and the successful achievement of 
SDGs. Could be stated as follows: “Life on Earth, in all its diversity, shapes the environmental, social and 
economic processes and resources that are ultimately key to human well-being and achieving SDGs. Losing 
biodiversity erodes the basis for sustainable development by undermining ecosystem services and social and 
ecological resilience, which reduces the capacity for adaptive responses in a rapidly changing world. Therefore 
it is suggested that biodiversity is integrated in all the SDGs and become a goal in its own right” (see Figure 1 
below). It is suggested that the indicator report also reflect and refer to the work done under CBD on the 
indictors related to Aichi Targets (notably, it seems mainly to refer to IUCN). It is also suggested that IPBES 
and its coming work is included.

There is a lack of indicators on country´s policies on environmental performance for instance, level of 
economic policy measures steering towards more environment friendly long-term behaviour and use of NR, 
environmental taxes. Indicators reflecting the participation by Civil Society in decision making could be added. 
Indicators on sector integration would also be good, but possibly complicated  (cont.)

Marcus C Öhman 
Stockholm 
Resilience 
Centre 

28-Mar overarching

P. 6 – SDG indicators should be reported globally, national and subnational. What about regional? EU would 
be a natural player in this. Other regional organisations such ASEAN may also be interesting. 

P. 7 – MDG consistency. How far should this be put forward? Referring to MDG is essential but to what extent 
does SDG have to be a continuation? 

P. 10 – Goal 2, Target 2a. “Each country reaches at least the next income level…” Is it really each or is 
developing countries? 

P. 10 - On goal 2 on planetary boundaries, add indicator on: Biodiversity Barometer (awareness of biodiversity) 
and Integration of biodiversity values (indicator to be developed, i.e. trends in integration of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services values into sectorial and development policies; and trends in guidelines and applications 
of economic appraisal tools).

P. 14 - On Goal 6, sustainable food production. Add Indicators to the indicator nr 51: The impact of farmland on 
Wild life, indicator i.e. The Wild Bird Index, showing farmland birds and trends in population of agriculture-
dependent species (available in EU). Genetic diversity among food crops and lifestock, i.e. Proportion of the 
world´s breeds reported by risk status.

P. 15 – Target 6 b. Under “Issue to measure” there could be a new square saying “Deforestation” and under 
“Potential and Illustrative Indicator” a square could say “Annual change in forest cover and proportion 
reforestation.” (cont.)

Marcus C Öhman 
Stockholm 
Resilience 
Centre 

28-Mar overarching

P. 15 – Goal 7. Add indicator: No. of trees per citizen

P. 18 – Goal 9, Target 9a. There is a “Critical biome management”. There could be a “Critical ecosystem 
management”.

P. 18 – Goal 9, Target 9a. Sustainable Fisheries Management. Indicator: “Proportion of fish stocks within safe 
biological limits. Could add Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY). 

P. 25 - Add indicator reflecting the connection between environmental degradation/ecosystem services 
degradation and conflicts and insecurity. In the box linking goal 9 with the cross cutting issue ”peace and 
secuirty; support for vulnerable states”.

P. 25 - Add indicator connecting: Science, technology, and innovation with goal 9. I.e. social ecological 
innovation enhancing ecosystem services functions and human well being.

P. 27 – Goal 2 / “Sustainable management of oceans and coastal areas”. Nitrogen and Phosphorus only? What 
about ocean acidification? 

P. 28 – “Promote integrated thinking…” It says in the two last sentences that SDGs cannot be ordered by 
priority and that they are equally important. I would say that it is a step to far. Of course there are some that are 
more important than others. An integrated approach is needed but there are reasons to question that they are 
on the same level. I would suggest that the two last sentences are deleted. (cont.)
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Marcus C Öhman 
Stockholm 
Resilience 
Centre 

28-Mar overarching

P. 31 – 10. “High-quality and consistent…” The section could end with: “Collecting new data should be 
encouraged as well as finding new ways of handling data.”

P. 31 – Fourth section stating that “The SDGs need to be easy to understand and operational”. Here you could 
refer to Griggs et al (2013). It is an important publication dealing with SDGs in line with this document. Could 
be referred to in other places as well. Reference: Griggs D, Stafford-Smith M, Gaffney O, Rockström J, Öhman 
MC, Shyamsundar P, Steffen W, Glaser G, Kanie N, Noble I (2013) Sustainable development for people and 
planet. Nature 495: 305-307

P. 102 - “Share of the population with access to reliable electricity”. Please add: “…from renewable energy 
sources”

P. 114 – “Use of destructive fishing techniques” Notice it should be “trawling”, not “trolley fishing”. Like stated 
this section needs to be developed. It is difficult since the management of commercial fishery is very complex. 
Other indicators in addition to destructive fishing is overfishing and fishing capacity (e.g. number of fishing 
vessels). 

P. 119 – Merge the indicators 87 and 88 (cont.)

Marcus C Öhman 
Stockholm 
Resilience 
Centre 

28-Mar overarching

P. 122 - On goal 10: add a measure of adaptive governance. In this respect, it is worth mentioning one of the 
outcomes and important reflections from the Medellin dialogue: “Target-setting needs to add up to real 
sustainability progress. This means that both processes and outcomes will need to be measured. Since 
sustainability became a political concern in the 1970s, the world has built up a great deal of expertise and 
experience (not least under the CBD) regarding targets, metrics, and indicators1 – but gaps still urgently need 
to be filled with regard to appropriate measures of biodiversity and its contribution to human wellbeing. 
Simultaneously, targets and indicators must relate to knowledge and capacity building across society, 
addressing all dimensions of the social-ecological system and capturing people´s cultural and subjective 
wellbeing.” And: There is a tendency of over-simplifying the complexity of socio ecological systems, and this is 
a risky trap. Indicators are needed that address the interdependent aspects of humanity and nature. Indicators 
should also address all dimensions of the social-ecological system, including people’s cultural and subjective 
wellbeing is important, and extends beyond the provision of material needs. Another good indicator on 
governance would be to ensure Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) consistency: Where possible, 
Core Indicators should be consistent with available MEA Indicators, and continued advancement, to ensure 
continuity in data collection and analysis and effective use of resources. There is lack of indicators illustrating 
the participation of Civil Society in decision and policy making.

P. 131 – Question 1. “The indicators serve two purposes: management (to stay on course)…” Could say: “The 
indicators serve two purposes: management (to stay on course and change the course if needed)…”

Marie Haga Global Crop 
Diversity Trust 28-Mar overarching

We miss in the current draft a clear acknowledgement of the critical role of agricultural biodiversity in ensuring 
the stability, resilience, nutritional quality and continuing evolution of production systems, and thus long-term 
food security, in the context of climate change, dietary transition, population growth, increasing costs of inputs 
and the imperative to protect natural resources such as soil, water, biodiversity etc. Articles 5 and 6 of the 
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) reflect the importance 
assigned by the international community to supporting the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic 
resources for food and agriculture for food security.

Goal 6 “Improve Agriculture Systems and Raise Rural Prosperity” expresses a supply-side perspective focused 
on increasing the production of the main staple crops while paying attention to some of the important negative 
externalities related to fertilizer and water use as well as impacts on land degradation. Certainly the success of 
Sustainable Agricultural Intensification ultimately depends on agricultural biodiversity. Important though this is, 
we suggest a holistic perspective would in addition recognize that a more diverse, resilient agriculture sector 
as essential to the food security and nutrition aspects of the SDGs (the hunger, malnutrition and obesity 
indicators). This could be addressed by better linkages among Goals 1b (food security and nutrition), 5c 
(healthy diets), 6 (agriculture) and 9 (biodiversity). We further recommend clear recognition of the importance 
of diversification of the agricultural production paradigm to include more knowledge-based and biodiversity-
based perspectives explicitly considering the diverse environmental services provided by rural landscapes.

Marie Haga Global Crop 
Diversity Trust 28-Mar 82, 110, Line 26, 11

We suggest that an additional indicator be inserted addressing the long-term conservation, availability and 
sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. This new indicator should be placed under 
Goal 6 or Goal 9, with cross-reference to the other. 

Marie Haga Global Crop 
Diversity Trust 28-Mar New 

Indicator

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) has established the Aichi Target 13: “By 2020, the genetic 
diversity of cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated animals and of wild relatives, including other socio-
economically as well as culturally valuable species, is maintained, and strategies have been developed and 
implemented for minimizing genetic erosion and safeguarding their genetic diversity.” 

Given that both this text and that of the ITPGRFA have already been agreed upon by the international 
community, we suggest that they be combined into an indicator addressing both conservation and sustainable 
use of agricultural biodiversity.

Marie Haga Global Crop 
Diversity Trust 28-Mar 61

We suggest that diverse, high quality seed be included as a critical service along with post-harvest dimensions 
presently listed. In fact, this indicator could be merged with indicator 62 to provide a single indicator of access 
to services. This merged indicator could be monitored by FAO.

Marilyn McHarg Dignitas 
International 28-Mar overarching

An important consideration is how well the health indicator framework can be applied to measure status and 
progress within countries, not just between countries. This is relevant when examining the health status of 
Indigenous peoples (and other at-risk and vulnerable populations) who may experience poor health outcomes 
relative to the general population. 

To have an accurate overview of the health of sub-populations within countries, recommendations on 
disaggregation should include Indigenous status and other characteristics associated with vulnerability/risk for 
relevant measures of access, prevalence, mortality and wellbeing. 

In addition, geographical disaggregation could be extended beyond rural vs. urban to also include remote / 
isolated areas, particularly for access measures.

While there may not be capacity in many countries to support this level of disaggregation, the SDG framework 
provides an opportunity to improve data systems, which can generate the evidence necessary to address 
health inequity between and within countries.

Marilyn McHarg Dignitas 
International 28-Mar 71 Line 30

Include in core framework (instead of as an “additional indicator”) and disaggregate by provider type, 
urban/rural/remote, and relevant sub-populations (to observe ratios to different types of health professionals by 
differently situated populations and sub-populations).
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Marilyn McHarg Dignitas 
International 28-Mar 72 Line 24 Include in core framework (instead of as an “additional indicator”).

Marilyn McHarg Dignitas 
International 28-Mar 72 Line 48 Include in core framework (instead of as an “additional indicator”) and disaggregate by urban/rural/remote and 

relevant sub-populations.

Marilyn McHarg Dignitas 
International 28-Mar 75 Indicator 41 In disaggregation by age, ensure inclusion of adolescents and young people 15-24 and adults 49+, as discrete 

groups.

Marilyn McHarg Dignitas 
International 28-Mar 77 Indicator 44 Disaggregate by disease and relevant sub-populations (to observe probability of disease-specific mortality in 

populations and sub-populations).

Marilyn McHarg Dignitas 
International 28-Mar 77 Line 26 Include in core framework (instead of as an “additional indicator”) and disaggregate by relevant sub-

populations.

Marilyn McHarg Dignitas 
International 28-Mar 81 Line 5 Include in core framework (instead of as an “additional indicator”) and disaggregate by disease and relevant 

sub-populations (to observe burden of disease in populations and sub-populations).

Matilda 
Gustafsson Ericsson 28-Mar overarching

ICT specific indicators (not commented here):
⇨ Separate discussion ongoing between SDSN and Ericsson (Matilda, Patrik R, Erik Kruse, Pernilla) 
concerning target 99.
o That discussion is well appreciated by SDSN and we seem to be quite well aligned w r t principals.
⇨ ICT infrastructure (mobile broadband) also specifically targeted in target 60 both for cities and rural.

Matilda 
Gustafsson Ericsson 28-Mar Target 21, 

23
Would be good to specifically mention ICT knowledge among the broad skills that are to be targeted as it is 
important

Matilda 
Gustafsson Ericsson 28-Mar Target 34 Should rather be “physical and/or virtual access” as M‐health should also be considered

Matilda 
Gustafsson Ericsson 28-Mar Target 60 We support that the mobile broadband target occurs both for cities and for rural – however it may be confusing 

that it is differently phrased in the different goals.

Matilda 
Gustafsson Ericsson 28-Mar Target 73

o As the use of modern technologies as tools for societal transformation are important for decarbonization it is 
proposed to integrate this perspective into the target text and indicators
o “ transparent and detailed deep decarbonization strategy, including the use of modern technologies as tools 
for societal transformation,..”

Matilda 
Gustafsson Ericsson 28-Mar Target 78 Focusing only on the energy sector seems a bit narrow and it is proposed to add also implicit incentives related 

to the transformation to a low‐carbon society in this target
Matilda 
Gustafsson Ericsson 28-Mar Target 100 The R&D target text probably needs further specification to include particularly R&D that could be considered 

as beneficial from a sustainability point of view
Matilda 
Gustafsson Ericsson 28-Mar Target 12 noted that the planetary boundary restrictions and eutrophication perspective is not so visible in the description

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar overarching

In general the level of detail regarding the environmental related issues, such as planetary boundaries, 
agriculture, cities, climate change ecosystems, technologies, is much more elaborated than the social targets 
and indicators. Social targets and indicators are equally important to reach sustainable development and 
should therefore be taken up in the same level of detail.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar overarching References to sexual and reproductive health rights should state sexual and reproductive health and rights.  
This terminology should be applied consistently.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 6 Line 29

We support calls for improved data and recognise the value of real time utilisation to enable data to inform 
decisions.

We also support calls for increased financial support to improve the statistical infrastructure and capacity of 
each country.  If the data generated is to be of value it must be consistently and accurately gathered which 
requires robust mechanisms

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 7 and 8
Page 7 line 

4, page 8 
line 3

Inconsistency in the two lists of suggested disaggregation of data.  Disaggregation of data must be consistent 
and comprehensive. The first list is much more adequate than the second.
It is important that “sexual orientation and sexual identity” be included in both places.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 9 Indicators 1-
7

All need to be disaggregated by age and sex to illustrate disparities and gender inequities. The indicator track 
poverty and degree of poverty but is not indicative of any efforts (programs, planning, investments) to end 
poverty

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 10 Indicators 
10, 11

Target 02a: … promotes decent work for both its nationals and for migrant workers, with indicators related to 
this in 10, 11. Elimination of discrimination against PLHIV in employment and the workplace. 

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 10 Indicators 
15, 16, 17

The target should not be to achieve rapid voluntary reduction in fertility. The aim is the realisation of Sexual 
and Reproductive Health and Rights. One impact of successful implementation of reproductive rights would be 
a reduction in births to a more sustainable level but a human rights approach should be maintained.  
Suggested indicators therefore would be
-        Total fertility rate.
-        Access to family planning services to enable informed choices.
-        Utilisation of contraception.
-        Comprehensive sexuality and reproductive health education.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 11 Indicator 
17bis

Add a new indicator on evidence-based sexual education to ensure young people receive the information 
needed to understand and asses the individual, social and environmental factors that raise and lower the risk 
of HIV transmission and teenage pregnancies and that threaten or promote their sexual and reproductive 
health and rights.
“Percentage of schools that provided life skills-based HIV and sexuality education in the previous academic 
year” (see UNESCO indicators on sexual education): 
http://hivaidsclearinghouse.unesco.org/search/resources/FRESH_M&E_THEMATIC_INDICATORS.pdf)

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 12 Indicator 25 It is not enough to invest in youth only through tertiary enrolment. Availability and access to vocational training 
and apprentice programmes are important.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 12 Target 4a Target 4a should include sexual orientation in the list.
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Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 12 Target 4a

The indicator on women in parliament is important but not enough to measure all discrimination related figures, 
even not when it comes to gender. The following indicators need to be added under discrimination:
- Number of discrimination complaints issued and reports made to relevant institutions
- Number of youth representatives in parliamentary bodies
- Number of youth delegates of UN Missions, including during meetings
- Existence and implementation of an equality action plan including orientation and training on human rights 
and gender sensitivity involving all public service institutions and their officials 
- Existence of tools (surveys, observatories, barometers, etc.) to monitor the degree to which anti-
discrimination policies have been appropriated by the relevant ministries
- Change in gap between discriminated-against groups and the population (regular monitoring of period 
between T and T + N)
- Existence of tools (surveys, observatories, barometers, etc.) for monitoring public perception of inequality 
(see EC indicators on discrimination)
- Number of countries that incorporated the right to health in their Constitutions and eliminated all 
discriminatory laws that contradict this constitutional right.
- % of people denied health care, including HIV prevention, treatment, care and support and sexual and 
reproductive health care, due to their HIV status, age, sexual orientation and identity or substance use, or lack 
of parental/spousal consent.
- Disaggregated by sex.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 12
Indicators 

26, 27, 28, 
29

The indicator on women in parliament is important but not enough to measure all discrimination related figures, 
even not when it comes to gender. The following indicators need to be added under discrimination:
-        Number of discrimination complaints issued and reports made to relevant institutions
-        Number of youth representatives in parliamentary bodies
-        Number of youth delegates of UN Missions
-        Existence and implementation of an equality action plan including orientation and training on human 
rights and gender sensitivity involving all public service institutions and their officials 
-        Existence of tools (surveys, observatories, barometers, etc.) to monitor the degree to which anti-
discrimination policies have been appropriated by the relevant ministries
-        Change in gap between discriminated-against groups and the population (regular monitoring of period 
between T and T + N)
-        Existence of tools (surveys, observatories, barometers, etc.) for monitoring public perception of inequality 
(see EC indicators on discrimination)
-        Number of countries that incorporated the right to health in their Constitutions and eliminated all 
discriminatory laws that contradict this constitutional right.
-        % of people denied health care, including HIV prevention, treatment, care and support and sexual and 
reproductive health care, due to their HIV status, age, sexual orientation and identity or substance use, or lack 
of parental/spousal consent.
-        Disaggregated by sex.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 12 Indicator 26 Some countries may not recognize children born out of wedlock and therefore birth registration may be a 
problem.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 12 Indicator 27 What happens in countries that are not signatories to specific UN Treaties related to human rights (eg., racial 
discrimination and others), and consistently refuse to ratify?

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 12 Indicator 29 …key ILO labour standards and compliance in law and practice for all workers in the country, both resident and 
non-resident (migrant)

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 12 Indicator 32

Should not be limited to violence perpetrated by intimate partners. Intimate partner violence is clearly an issue 
but gender based violence is not only carried out by intimate partners.
Perhaps it would be better to include that countries put in place programmes or initiatives aimed at reducing 
VAW, and take a proactive role in raising awareness among the general public as well as public institutions eg 
schools, police, social welfare agencies, ministries, etc. This should include avenues and resources for redress 
and action.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 13-Dec Indicators 
32 and 33

The suggested indicators are concerned with measuring instances and post violence response but won’t be 
effective in significantly reducing gender-based violence in the first place.  A new indicator is required to 
measure activities that aim to reduce violence.

We suggest a new indicator measuring % of male and female population provided with training and/or 
information to reduce gender based violence.

We suggest an additional indicator specifically measuring violence against children, which should include 
female genital mutilation, parental violence and forced marriage.

We suggest a new indicator that reflects provision of services for survivors of violence, including post-rape 
care.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 13 Indicator34

We feel that there should be a more explicit reference to the underlying need for disease prevention as a 
critical component of a universal health coverage goal, including HIV/AIDS prevention modalities, malaria 
prophylaxis, etc. This could be incorporated into indicator #34 or broken out as a separate indicator. 

We propose the inclusion of an indicator on health R&D for priority interventions, including new vaccines 
against HIV, TB, and malaria, to fuel that access – perhaps alluding to one of the following prior commitments 
or proposals:
-        Bamako Communiqué (2008): 2% of national health budgets should be devoted to research 
-        Algiers Declaration (2008): countries should allocate at least 2% of national health expenditure and at 
least 5% of external aid for health projects to research and building research capacity
-        African Union Summit (2007): countries pledged to increase expenditure on R&D to at least 1% of GDP
-        Some variation on the “Global Justice Index” R&D targets proposed for TB R&D

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 13 Indicator 41 The target doesn’t include communicable diseases so the HIV indicator doesn’t fit the target.
It would be good to include an indicator for prevention activities, and involvement of key populations.
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Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 13-14 Indicators 
34-43

The indicators for communicable diseases such HIV should be applied to target 05a.

Suggested core indicators should include:
-        Number of AIDS related deaths
-        Number of new HIV infections
-        % of people living with HIV accessing treatment and associated services
-        % of people living with HIV accessing sexual and reproductive health services
-        % of at risk populations accessing preventative services

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 15 63

Indicator tracks poverty. Does not have either a preventative or corrective utility.  

Better indicator(s) would track the number of people engaged in 
-        Adult education, literacy and workforce development programs;
-        Micro-financing schemes; and/or
-        Girl children in school.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 17 Indicator 
37bis

Add indicators on HIV/AIDS:
-        % of people living with and affected by HIV have access to quality HIV prevention, treatment, care and 
support a full range of contraceptive commodities and services
-        % of people living with and affected by HIV have access to comprehensive sexual and reproductive 
health, maternal, newborn and child health, and family planning services
-        % of people living with or affected by HIV who need it have access to HIV sensitive financial risk and 
social protection, including care and support, comprehensive health and other insurances, income generation 
activities, legal assistance, and nutrition. 
-        Number of new HIV infections, both through sexual transmission and drug use
-        Number of AIDS-related deaths
-        Existence of laws that require parental consent to access HIV testing, treatment, and/or services
-        Existence of laws that require spousal consent to access HIV testing, treatment, and/or services

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 20

Target 10b. 
Indicators 

94, 95, 96, 
97, 98

See comment under 5a. Another opportunity to build in explicit references to the Abuja and Bamako 
declarations for investing in health and health research or to build on other proposed targets (cuts across goal 
5 on Health). 

We would also argue for explicit references to the need for funding innovative research models, capacity 
building and technology transfer (cuts across goals including on goal 5 on Health). It’s unclear as to what 
funding target we could propose, but in the case of health research, we could request for these resources to be 
tracked by WHO through the Global Health Observatory, an agency funding GFINDER, or COHRED (at least 
on the capacity building piece)? Perhaps this is a role that could be played by the recently launched UN 
Scientific Advisory Board, housed out of UNESCO?

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 50 Line 10 Include ‘adolescents’ as follows: “…individuals in general, but young people, women and adolescents in 
particular, to exercise…”

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 50 Indicator 15 Disaggregation should include economic status and geography.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 51 Indicator 16

The scope of this indicator should not be limited to married women or those in a union.

An indicator on teenage pregnancies should be included as a core indicator as this is a good indicator of 
effective education and choice for young women. Suggested wording along the lines of: “Age of mother at 
conception”.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 51 Indicator 17 The scope of this indicator should not be limited to married women or those in a union.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 51 Line 28 Replace “Family planning is a right…” with “Women have the right to determine whether or not to have 
children, as well as the number and spacing of their pregnancies”

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 51 Line 34

A limitation is that this indicator doesn’t give a comprehensive idea of the unmet need for contraceptives since 
women that are not married or in union are not counted. Since we can expect that single people are more likely 
to have different partners, contraceptive commodities and services might be even more important for this 
excluded group than for married women.

A further limitation is the lack of mention of parental and spousal consent laws and policies that inhibit access 
to sexual and reproductive health services.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 57 Indicator 23
The use of internationally agreed minimum standards is essential if this indicator is to be of value.

Broad range of learning outcomes should include sexuality education and gender equality training.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 59 Indicator 24 Suggested indicator does not give any insight into why young people are not in education, training or 
employment.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 61 Line 1

There should be an indicator added which measures sexual independence of women. Something along the 
lines of:
-        % of women asserting their right to use a condom
-        % of women asserting their right to refuse sexual activity

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 61 Line 16 Add ‘social life’ as follows: “…participate in political, social and economical life…”

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 62 Line 42 Extra comment: This indicator is not enough to capture gender equality. Having women in parliament does not 
mean gender equality is reflected in the general society.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 63 Line 26 An additional indicator should be included to measure access to essential services by minority groups such as 
LGBTI, sex workers and people living with HIV.
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Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 67 Line 1
Add to title: “…violence against all individuals, especially women, children and other groups with elevated 
vulnerability to violence” Also other social groups, like LGBTI, have a higher risk of facing violence and should 
therefore also be included

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 67 Line 5
Add as in title: “…violence against all individuals, especially women, children and other groups with elevated 
vulnerability to violence” Also other social groups, like LGBTI, have a higher risk of facing violence and should 
therefore also be included

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 69
Target 5a 

and 
indicator 34

We recommend expanding the target itself to include rapid access to new health tools as a critical enabler of 
the achievement of universal health coverage goals, which contextualizes health research within UHC.

We feel that there should be a more explicit reference to the underlying need for disease prevention as a 
critical component of a universal health coverage goal, including HIV/AIDS prevention modalities, malaria 
prophylaxis, etc. This could be incorporated into indicator #34 or broken out as a separate indicator. 

We propose the inclusion of an indicator on health R&D for priority interventions, including new vaccines 
against HIV, TB, and malaria, to fuel that access – perhaps alluding to one of the following prior commitments 
or proposals:

-        Bamako Communiqué (2008): 2% of national health budgets should be devoted to research 
-        Algiers Declaration (2008): countries should allocate at least 2% of national health expenditure and at 
least 5% of external aid for health projects to research and building research capacity
-        African Union Summit (2007): countries pledged to increase expenditure on R&D to at least 1% of GDP
-        Some variation on the “Global Justice Index” R&D targets proposed for TB R&D

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 69 Line 35 Add ‘Quality’ as follows: “…by financial affordability (see next indicator), age-appropriateness, availability, 
quality, and an emphasis on being evidence-based.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 69-70 Indicators 
34, 35

Indicators for access and out of pocket costs need to be complimented with an indicator on utilisation of 
services. Cost and geography are not the only barriers to access, stigma and discrimination are also barriers 
and must be addressed.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 71 Line 34 The proportion of the population requiring treatment with access to affordable essential treatments should be a 
core not additional indicator.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 72 Line 28

Add indicators as mentioned above (17/37):
- % of people living with and affected by HIV have access to quality HIV prevention, treatment, care and 
support services
- % of people living with and affected by HIV have access to comprehensive sexual and reproductive health, 
maternal, newborn and child health, and a full range of contraceptive commodities and services
- % of people living with or affected by HIV who need it have access to HIV sensitive financial risk and social 
protection, including care and support, comprehensive health and other insurances, income generation 
activities, legal assistance, and nutrition
- Number of new HIV infections, both through sexual transmission and drug use
- Number of AIDS-related deaths
-                 Existence of laws that require parental consent to access HIV testing, treatment, and/or services
-                 Existence of laws that require spousal consent to access HIV testing, treatment, and/or services

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 74 Line 1 As mentioned above (13/41) this target doesn’t talk about infectious diseases but it is included in the indicators 
and the explanation; the two need to be aligned.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 74 Target 5b

We would like an explicit reference to the need for new and improved prevention modalities as a means to end 
preventable deaths - setting targets and indicators around coverage, prevalence and incidence are insufficient. 
We should ask for language on the need to develop priority intervention not yet available, including vaccines 
against HIV, TB and malaria.

We would argue that indicators on HIV “coverage” should explicitly reference the UNAIDS Investment 
Framework, which sets targets for scale-up of existing interventions based on epidemiological considerations 
in each country. 

We would also ask to see a reference to how ending preventable deaths requires a focus on key populations 
especially vulnerable to disease, in addition to women and children.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 75 Line 17 In addition to sex and age, disaggregation should include economic and geographic data and include men who 
have sex with men, sex workers and people who inject drugs.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 75 Line 36
Add disaggregated data by gender, as well as by groups that are more vulnerable to and disproportionately 
affected by HIV such as men who have sex with men, sex workers, transgender people, people who use 
drugs.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 122 Line 12

We strongly support the reform of international bodies, standards and frameworks such as TRIPS to ensure 
that the needs of populations are prioritised ahead of commercial interests.  

We support the need for these mechanisms to ensure consistency with achieving the SDGs.

Melissa Ditmore
Civil Society 
Working 
Group on HIV

28-Mar 129 Target 10c

We argue that there should be an explicit reference to the need for North-South and South-South 
collaborations to drive technology transfer, technology development and adoption in low- and middle-income 
countries. (cuts across goals including on goal 5 on Health). Again, this may be an indicator assigned to WHO, 
COHRED, or the Scientific Advisory Board? 

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar overarching

There is no consistency in the use of language related to sexual and reproductive health and rights. The report 
uses both ‘’sexual and reproductive health rights’’ (which is not standard international language) and ‘’sexual 
and reproductive health and rights’’. We strongly recommend the use of  ‘’sexual and reproductive health and 
rights’’ across the whole report and in line with the language used by the 'SDSN  Thematic Group on Health 
report ', as well as to language used by UNFPA, WHO,UN Women 

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 7 Line 4-7 We agree very much that indicators should allow for disaggregation and would welcome if more of the 
suggested indicators were disaggregated by sex and age.

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 9 #5
Indicator should pay special attention to the nutrition of pregnant and breast feeding women; e.g. Prevalence 
of anaemia in women screened for haemoglobin levels with levels below 110 g/l for pregnant women and 
below 120 g/l for non-pregnant women
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Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 50

We commend you for linking population dynamics to sexual and reproductive health and rights which is the 
way forward to achieve development within planetary boundaries.

However, we are concerned that the language used in target 2c does not adequately reflect the rights-base 
element of SRHR in the measure/indicators you propose. Using the adjectives “rapid”, “reduction” and 
specifying the number of children per women negates the rights based approach outlined in the target that 
calls for the realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights.

It is not possible for a target that specifies one direction for fertility levels to be human rights based: proscribing 
future fertility rates in government or international policy runs counter to respecting and protecting women’s 
right to choose the number and spacing of their children. Choice and non-coercion are recognized as critical 
issues in relation to sexual and reproductive health and rights (see for example WHO (2014), Ensuring human 
rights in the provision of contraceptive information and services: 
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/102539/1/9789241506748_eng.pdf?ua=1 ). However, the basis for this 
Report’s inclusion of sexual and reproductive health and rights is sound: information and supplies are a 
prerequisite for women and men to make informed, voluntary decisions about their fertility, and it is widely 
recognized that if women have the ability to choose freely the number and spacing of their births, they will 
choose to have fewer than they would have otherwise.

We therefore strongly recommend to revise the wording of target 2c into: “Achieve universal access to modern 
contraceptives and realize the sexual and reproductive rights of all individuals”.

As Table 2 of the report shows, there are strong linkages between target 2c and the goals on Gender Equality 
(Goal 4) and Health (Goal 5). It could thus be considered to move target 2c under either of this goals. This 
would also reflect the discussions in the OWG as well as the positioning of the issue in the HLP report.

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 50 #16, 17 Referring to women of reproductive age (15-49) leaves out the needs of those under 15.

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 50 #16, 17

Considering that the issue to measure is the realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights, an 
indicator capturing the rights dimension should be added, such as the one suggested by UNFPA: “Protection 
and fulfillment of women’s sexual and reproductive rights, including developing monitoring and protection 
systems”

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 51 #17

We agree with this indicator and would like to:

1.     Suggest to update the MDG 5b indicator from “unmet need for family planning” to “unmet need for quality 
modern contraceptives by choice”.

The current indicator has a number of significant weaknesses limiting its effectiveness:
1.     Exclusion (particularly of young people) within the current indicator due to:
-        limited scope of definition to those married or consensual union
-        reproductive age range beginning at 15
2.     The term does not resonate with young people who are a key group with unmet need.
3.     Choice and voluntariness have not been adequately captured. Since this indicator was agreed upon the 
international agenda has progressed. Now is the time to build on FP2020 and WHO’s Rights Based Approach 
to FP guidelines through embedding these issues in the indicator.

Indicator should not be limited to girls and women who are married or living in union (line 24). Suggested 
disaggregation by marital status (line 32) won’t capture the reality if indicator only refers to women who are 
married or in union. Instead, include all sexually active women and girls.

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 52 Line 16 This indicator should be rephrased as “Age of mother at birth of first child ever born”. It should be a core 
indicator and not an additional indicator that countries may or may not decide to consider.

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar #23

As the indicator tries to capture a broad range of learning outcomes, it is important to include also 
comprehensive sexuality education. We recommend:

1.     Considering UNFPA indicator on CSE: “Percentage of adolescent 10-19 years (in and outside school) that 
completed at least one year of comprehensive sexuality education designed in line with UNESCO/UNFPA 
guidance”; and   

2.     Adding “proportion of girls and boys who achieve proficiency across a broad range of learning outcomes, 
including in reading, in mathematics and in the field of comprehensive sexuality education by …..”

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar #25

Investing in youth is a critical – and multidimensional- issue. Target 3 c focuses on the link between the 
education system and livelihoods opportunities. This however implies that adolescents enter adulthood in good 
health. We therefore recommend, in line with UNFPA, to consider the following indicators:
Contraceptive use, by method, by adolescents and youth 
Age of mother at birth of first child ever born
HIV and other STI infection in adolescents and youth (MDG indicator 6.1)  

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 61 Line 4 We recommend adding: “sexual and reproductive health services” after “public services”
Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 61 Line 10 We recommend adding: “age and sexual orientation and gender identity”

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 62 #28 Should also refer to official government positions held by women; it should also cover the local level in addition 
to the national and sub-national level.

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 67 #32

Indicator should also include “children” and violence by “parents”

We also recommend considering additional indicators in line with UN Women’s suggestions: 
“Proportion of women aged 15-49 who have ever been in a partnership reporting physical or sexual violence in 
their lifetime”
“Rates of FGM and other harmful traditional practices”
“% of women aged 20-24 who were married in a union before age 18”

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 67 #33
We agree with this indicator. However it gives for granted that all countries have laws on rape, marital rape, 
sexual harassment, etc, which is not always the case. Therefore we suggest keeping indicator 33 but also 
adding a separate indicator on the existence of laws on rape, marital rape, sexual harassment, etc 

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 67 Line 28 If children /parental violence is added, data on children should be disaggregated by sex
Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 67 Line 40 Change “girls” into “children”
Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 67 Line 46 Must at least include age and sex

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 68 Line 17/18

As indicated above, this indicator should be a core indicator and not an additional indicator that countries may 
or may not decide to consider. A special focus is needed for early and forced marriages under the age of 18. 
This indicator must include the existence of laws and policies on early and forced marriages, the percentage of 
interventions by (local) governments, the possibility for women to divorce .
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Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 69 Line 9
Target 5a should be changed into ‘Ensure universal access to quality healthcare….”. The terminology of 
access in stead of coverage capture a right-based approach (no discrimination on the basis of gender, age, 
sexual orientation and gender identity).

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 69 Line 4 Add “sexual and” before “reproductive health”
Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 69 Line 21 Add “sex” and “age”
Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 69 Line 42 Must at least include age and sex
Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 70 Line 19 Add “and age”
Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 70 Line 31 WHO recommends HPV only for girls
Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 71 Line 10 Must at least include age and sex

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 30 #34

We recommend also adding the following indicator as suggested by UNFPA:
Elimination of inequalities in access to quality sexual and reproductive health services (maternity care, modern 
contraception, post-abortion services, safe abortion as allowed by law, and prevention and treatment of STIs 
and HIV), particularly by wealth quintile, age, sex and other characteristics as appropriate

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 71 Line 34 Add “commodities and” after “essential drugs”
Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 71 Line 36 Add “modern contraceptives” in brackets

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 72 Line 8, 12, 
16

Indicators should not exclude persons under 15 who are sexually active, could be a solution to leave out the 
age range and change into women and girls.

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 73 Line 17 Indicators on access to safe and legal abortion as well as post-abortion care should be added

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 74 #39
We do agree with the importance of this indicator, but to capture the whole picture, it should also be 
accompanied by the following:
% of maternal deaths due to unsafe abortion

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 78 Line 44 Should also include sex and age of head of household.
Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 15/16 #58 Access to / use of sanitation must be disaggregated by age and sex in order to cover girl’s access to sanitation 
in schools and other public settings

Merel Heilmann Rutgers WPF 28-Mar 67 Line 35-36
Make indicator 33 ‘Percentage of referred cases of sexual and gender-based violence that are investigated 
and sentenced’, so that violence on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity is also included. This 
should be reflected as well in the rationale and definition.

Messeh Leone
Commonwealt
h Youth 
Council 

28-Mar overarching

Please note the following:
a) Commonwealth Youth Council (CYC)  established by young people with support from the Commonwealth 
Secretariat, in accordance with the terms of Article XIII of the Commonwealth Charter on the importance of 
young people in the Commonwealth.
b) The establishment of the Commonwealth Youth Council was endorsed by Commonwealth Heads of 
Government and the election of the inaugural Executive was welcome by Heads of Government of the 53 
member Commonwealth Countries in Colombo in November 2013.   
c) The Council acts as a coalition of National Youth Councils and other youth-led civil society and private sector 
institutions, and the CYC is the legitimate and recognise voice for the 1.2 billion young people of the 
Commonwealth.
It should be noted that: Today's adolescents and youth are 1.8 billion strong, make up  one quarter of the 
world's population and are a very diverse group. 
In his address to the General Assembly, President Hifikepunye Pohamba of Namibia said the post-2015 
development agenda “should be people-centred and inclusive” with provisions for health care, education, food 
security and nutrition, energy, potable water, gender equality, youth and people with disabilities’’. 
The UN Secretary General noted that: ‘’ Seventy-five million young people worldwide are out of work, and 
many others face poor wages and working conditions’’.
The Commonwealth Youth Council endorses the view that: ‘’Women, young people and civil society have 
already made major and substantive contributions to the preparation of the Post-2105 Development Agenda 
with the overarching goal of poverty eradication. However, their continuing, full contribution and participation in 
the design, implementation and future evolution of this Post-2015 Development Agenda will depend on two 
fundamental factors: (1) the extent of social inclusion, and conversely, the persistence of challenges such as 
inequalities, discrimination and marginalization that impede unleashing the full potential, capacities and 
abilities of all people to contribute to inclusive sustainable development, and to share equitably in its outcomes, 
and ( (cont.)

Messeh Leone
Commonwealt
h Youth 
Council 

28-Mar overarching

(2) the degree to which they can safely claim dedicated spaces to contribute effectively to decision-making at 
the global, national and sub-national levels, and the scope to exercise accountability with decision-makers 
through their actions and voices’’

In its resolution A/RES/67/ 230, the General Assembly expressed its concerns about inequality as a challenge 
for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and its adverse implications for the 
promotion of human development. On the issue of inequality, discussions during the Eighth Session of the 
Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) noted that rising inequalities pose a risk to 
social cohesion and can also hamper growth. Therefore, the post-2015 Development Agenda must not only 
take into account the contributions of women, the young and civil society, but should also address the shortfalls 
of the MDGs and go beyond equality of opportunities to take into account the diverse and intersecting 
inequalities that challenge sustainable development prospects. 

To fulfill the call for a standalone goal on youth with explicit targets and indicators, as endorsed by President of 
the General Assembly at the end of the High Level Event of the General Assembly on ‘The Contribution of 
Women, the Young and Civil Society’ 6-7 March 2014, the Commonwealth Youth Council believes that a Post 
2015 Agenda without a goal for young people is a broken promise to the next generation. 

With an estimated 225 million youth, or 20 per cent of all youth in the developing world, not in education, 
employment or training (NEET) their potential to sustain a living through full, productive and decent 
employment is severely limited, unemployment and underemployment worldwide. At the same time, the health 
and wellbeing of adolescents and young people remain a concern, the Commonwealth Youth Council 
welcomes the recommendation to include Target 3c- which speaks to the economic empowerment of young 
people, however the report does not seek to balance that message with the social and political empowerment 
of young people. 
 (cont.)

Messeh Leone
Commonwealt
h Youth 
Council 

28-Mar overarching

The 53 member Commonwealth Countries of heads of government, youth ministers and young people from 
across the world have endorsed a similar view, calling for a youth goal in the post 2015 Agenda.  

The commonwealth Youth Council strong believes and call for the inclusion of ‘’Youth Empowerment’’ in gaol 
04: ‘’ Achieve Gender Equality, (YOUTH EMPOWERMENT to be added), Social  inclusion and Human Rights 

Messeh Leone
Commonwealt
h Youth 
Council 

28-Mar 53 1

Goal 3: Target and indicator:  Learning is not just about formal education. Target and indicator should be set on 
the number of young people out of school, but who are involved in Community programme or vocational 
training scheme (volunteering or working in project---social entrepreneurship).  Most young people get 
engaged and inspired after the experience of involving in a social cause, which ultimately led to livelihoods for 
youth.   
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Messeh Leone
Commonwealt
h Youth 
Council 

28-Mar 54 4
By age. Vital to note age bracket of young people in School so as to track progress per age enrolment.  At 
least we can  determine the age bracket mostly out of school at crucial period ( young people between 15 and 
18---both children and youth)

Messeh Leone
Commonwealt
h Youth 
Council 

28-Mar 61 10
The Commonwealth Youth Council share and endorses  this view as submitted by the Commonwealth Youth 
Programme: ‘’Include ‘age’. There are still many societies where persons are marginalized or discriminated 
against because of age’’.    

Messeh Leone
Commonwealt
h Youth 
Council 

28-Mar 62 25

The Commonwealth Youth Council share and endorses  this view as submitted by the Commonwealth Youth 
Programme: ‘Insert ‘youth’ or ‘young people’ in the indicator. Indicator 28 would then read, Proportion of seats 
held by women, minorities and young people in national parliament and/or sub- national elected office 
according to their respective share of the population. 

According to the UNFPA, ‘today's adolescents and youth are 1.8 billion strong and make up one quarter of the 
world's population. They are shaping social and economic development, challenging social norms and values, 
and building the foundation of the world's future. Maturing earlier than previous generations, both physically 
and socially, adolescents and youth have high expectations for themselves and their societies, and are 
imagining how the world can be better.’

With 87 per cent of the young people age 15-24, living in a developing context and with over 60 percent 
Commonwealth member states over 2 billion people under the age of 30, including young people within the 
context of this indicator will enhance measures aimed at youth empowerment and inclusion  and will result in a 
reversal of social exclusion/ marginalization (where it exists) that impedes the unleashing of the full potential , 
capacities and abilities of young people (who make up a significant proportion of the population), to contribute 
to inclusive sustainable development and to share equitably in its outcomes; Secondly, dedicated spaces for 
youth voice in decision making processes will serve to enhance the participation of young people in the  
design, implementation of the post 2015 development agenda and increase the scope through which young 
people exercise accountability with decision makers within the formal structure and processes’’. 

Messeh Leone
Commonwealt
h Youth 
Council 

28-Mar 62 44

The Commonwealth Youth Council share and endorses  this view as submitted by the Commonwealth Youth 
Programme: ‘’Potential lead agency or agencies: include the UN Inter Agency Taskforce on Youth and the 
Youth Development Index to add to the existing sources, to gather the data on youth in national parliament and 
at city, state and provincial levels’’. 

Messeh Leone
Commonwealt
h Youth 
Council 

28-Mar 63 5
Indicator 29: To add implementation of ILO Youth Employment Strategy and guidance. ILO’s Youth 
Employment Network at country level should be expanded and transformed into policy action for 
implementation by member country. 

Messeh Leone
Commonwealt
h Youth 
Council 

28-Mar 82 1
Add target and indicator on number of youth engaged in farming activities. Youth have not been fully involved 
in agricultural productivity, but our talents must be taped in this sector. Youth should be accorded the land and 
space to farm and should be the leading the process as the most energetic in the communities. 

Messeh Leone
Commonwealt
h Youth 
Council 

28-Mar 93 6
Add by AGE. Very important to note the number of young people who are heads of households and 
contributions to their communities. Single parentage is major issue in development indicators, and so should 
be able to measure how many sing parents area heads of households as per youth disaggregation. 

Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar overarching

The Global Coalition on Aging (GCOA) applauds the Sustainable Development Solutions Network for its bold 
draft report Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals. We fully support its call for measurable and 
actionable indicators that advance the cause of inclusive sustainable development. However, we believe that 
the document insufficiently addresses one of the most important trends of the 21st century, population aging. 

From 2007 to 2050 the proportion of people over 60 will double while the total number of older persons will 
triple.  Additionally, the working age population will grow substantially older in the coming years. From 2010 to 
2030, the working age population 45-64 is expected to increase by 41.8% compared to a 3% increase in the 
population 15-24.  While some regions, notably Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, will see a youth bulge in 
the coming years, all regions will witness an increase in the number of older persons. This trend will be 
particularly dramatic in the regions of the world that represent the majority of global economic output in East 
Asia, North America, Latin America, and Western Europe. Additionally, by 2050 80% of older persons will live in 
the developing world, compared to 64% today.  This huge shift in global demographics requires a similar shift 
in the way we think about economic development, how we deliver healthcare, the way we design cities, and 
how we build social safety nets. We support the SDSN’s inclusion of relevant indicators for universal health 
coverage and NCDs prevention and treatment, but believe that the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
must go further to truly address the fundamental economic and social shifts caused by population aging. 
(cont.)

Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar overarching

While population aging will impact all aspects of sustainable development, we recommend that demographic 
change take a much larger role in the following SDGs outlined by SDSN:
o Goal 2: Achieve Development within Planetary Boundaries 
o Goal 3: Ensure Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood
o Goal 4: Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion, and Human Rights 
o Goal 5: Achieve Health and Wellbeing at all Ages
o Goal 7: Empower Inclusive, Productive and Resilient Cities

We hope that the specific comments below will help the SDSN development SDG indicators that move us 
closer toward a world of truly inclusive sustainable development.

Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar 39 1
GCOA recommends that Indicator 4: “Proportion of population below minimum level of dietary energy” includes 
a disaggregated metric by age cohort given the high level of food insecurity for older persons and the 
importance of nutrition for healthy aging.

Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar 45 2
Given the importance and growing role of older people in the workforce, the GCOA supports the 
disaggregation of “Indicator 10: Share of informal employment in total employment” by age cohort to 
understand how matures workers (45-64) and older persons (65+) are impacting the labor force.

Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar 46 1
GCOA recommends the inclusion of “Employment to population ratio by gender and age group” as an 
additional indicator under Target 2a. and recommends the inclusion of a cohort of 65+ given longer life 
expectancy and the probability that individuals will be working longer.

Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar 53 1

CGOA commends the report’s focus on life-long learning in Goal 3 but recommends an expansion of scope 
beyond children and youth. Given that from 2010 to 2030 the percentage of workers 45-64 will increase 41.8%, 
compared to 3% for workers age 15-24, it essential that individuals receive continued education throughout 
their lives. This is particularly important in the face of rapid technological change. We recommend that some 
measure of continued education/training for adults be included in this goal. This focus on developing human 
capital throughout the life course is supported by the Open Working Group’s TST Issue Brief on Employment 
and Decent Work.[1]

Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar 61 8

GCOA supports Goal 4 regarding gender equality, social inclusion and human rights. We recommend that 
Target 4a: “Monitor and end discrimination and inequalities…” include “age” as and explicit group for the 
prevention of discrimination – potentially measured by social safety nets for those over 65+, adherence to ILO 
standards for older workers, or other related indicators.

207



Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar 69 1
GCOA supports Goal 5: “Achieve Health and Wellbeing at all Ages” and commends the SDSN for its inclusive 
language regarding health for all ages, also covering prevention and treatment of NCDs, and encourages that 
the achievement of this goal incorporate incentives for innovation.

Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar 70 27
GCOA recommends that Indicator 36: “Percent of children receiving full immunization as recommended by the 
WHO” be expanded to incorporate the more inclusive language from the High Level Panel report to include “at-
risk adults and older persons.”[2]

Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar 77 2
GCOA supports the inclusion of Indicator 44: “Probability of dying between ages 30 and 70 from any of 
cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes, or chronic respiratory disease,” and recommends that the measure 
be disaggregated by disease, where possible.

Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar 80 32
GCOA recommends that additional indicators related to preventative health and healthy aging (such as 
physical activity, use of innovative technologies, or prevention program spending) be included under Target 5c. 
“Implement polices to promote and monitor healthy diets, physical activity and subjective wellbeing…”

Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar 81 5
GCOA supports the inclusion of the additional indicator “Age-standardized prevalence of diabetes, 
hypertension, cardiovascular disease, and chronic respiratory disease” to enable countries to have a robust 
understanding of how these diseases are impacting their populations.

Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar 91 3
GCOA supports Goal 7: “Empower Inclusive, Productive, and Resilient Cities” and recommends inclusion of 
language related to the need to design cities that can meet the challenges of demographic change and 
population aging to ensure health and wellbeing throughout the life course.

Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar 92 2 Indicator 64: should include age-friendly factors (as outlined in the World Health Organization’s Age-
Friendliness Checklist) as a part of the sustainable urban development strategy measurement.[3]

Michael Hodin
The Global 
Coalition on 
Aging 

28-Mar citations

[1] TST Issue Brief to the Open Working Group, 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/18330406tstissuesemploywork.pdf
[2] “A New Global Partnership: Eradicate Poverty and Transform Economies through Sustainable 
Development,” The Report of the High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda, 2013 http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf
[3] World Health Organization http://www.who.int/ageing/publications/Age_friendly_cities_checklist.pdf 

Michelle K. 
Brooks

Global 
Network for 
Neglected 
Tropical 
Diseases/Sabi
n Vaccine 
Institute

28-Mar

The Global Network for Neglected Tropical Diseases, an initiative of the Sabin Vaccine Institute, appreciates 
the dedicated work of the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) and its detailed report release 
by the Leadership Council outlining potential indicators for its 10 recommended Sustainable Development 
Goals.  

Michelle K. 
Brooks

Global 
Network for 
Neglected 
Tropical 
Diseases/Sabi
n Vaccine 
Institute

28-Mar

As a growing global partnership continues to emerge in the fight against neglected tropical diseases (NTDs), 
we urge the SDSN to view the control and elimination of NTDs in a holistic manner recognizing the strong 
correlations between NTDs and extreme poverty and their impact on: nutrition and stunting; health and 
wellbeing; and, education and childhood development.

Michelle K. 
Brooks

Global 
Network for 
Neglected 
Tropical 
Diseases/Sabi
n Vaccine 
Institute

28-Mar For further details on this partnership, known as The London Declaration on NTDs, please visit United to 
Combat NTDs.

Michelle K. 
Brooks

Global 
Network for 
Neglected 
Tropical 
Diseases/Sabi
n Vaccine 
Institute

28-Mar 34 7--30
We believe that NTDs as communicable diseases that affect more than one billion people across the 
developing world should be tracked in the first set of “Core Indicators” for the SDGs and, challenge the 
assertion that they should be relegated to a second set of  “Tier 2” indicators.

Michelle K. 
Brooks

Global 
Network for 
Neglected 
Tropical 
Diseases/Sabi
n Vaccine 
Institute

28-Mar

Since 2000, the NTD response has accelerated dramatically.  More than 60 countries have developed national 
NTD control plans (and that number continues to grow).  Developed countries and regional blocks have 
increased funding for NTD treatment and/or NTD R&D programs acknowledging the increased importance and 
universality of the issue.  More reliable data is being now being monitored and tracked, including 
disaggregation for pre-school and school age children in relation to soil-transmitted helminthes (STHs), and 
broad international consensus is now being reached on NTD measurements.  See London Declaration 
Scorecard 2013 at United to Combat NTDs.  

Michelle K. 
Brooks

Global 
Network for 
Neglected 
Tropical 
Diseases/Sabi
n Vaccine 
Institute

28-Mar 38 3
Prevalence of stunting in children under [5] years of age.  Add language here capturing the % of countries 
achieving 75% national coverage for pre-School Age Children (SAC) for STHs—a contributor to stunting.  Lead 
agencies WHO, UNICEF/WFP

Michelle K. 
Brooks

Global 
Network for 
Neglected 
Tropical 
Diseases/Sabi
n Vaccine 
Institute

28-Mar 54 39-42

Percentage of pupils enrolled in primary schools and secondary schools providing basic drinking water, 
adequate sanitation, and adequate hygiene services.  Recommend adding language here regarding NTD 
treatment coverage for SAC and/or the role of adequate sanitation and hygiene in interrupting disease 
transmission.  Lead agency:  WHO

Michelle K. 
Brooks

Global 
Network for 
Neglected 
Tropical 
Diseases/Sabi
n Vaccine 
Institute

28-Mar 69 24-26 We believe that annual reports on NTD control and elimination efforts should be listed and recognized under 
the SDGs.  Lead:  WHO and United to Combat NTDs
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Michelle K. 
Brooks

Global 
Network for 
Neglected 
Tropical 
Diseases/Sabi
n Vaccine 
Institute

28-Mar 70 27 Percent of children receiving full immunization as recommended by WHO.  Sub- indicator could be added 
here, such as the % of pre-SAC and SAC receiving NTD treatment.  Lead agencies:  WHO, UNICEF

Michelle K. 
Brooks

Global 
Network for 
Neglected 
Tropical 
Diseases/Sabi
n Vaccine 
Institute

28-Mar 73 7--8
NTD cure rate.  Please see London Declaration Scorecard 2013 and progress dashboards for individual NTDs 
at United to Combat NTDs.  A number of measurements/indicators can be derived from this source, such as 
the % of endemic countries that have verified elimination for lymphatic filariasis.

Mitzi Bolton N/A 28-Mar overarching

The text is an encouraging step in the right direction and the authors should be proud of their
efforts to try to set a roadmap toward a more sustainable global future.

As someone who has not been involved with the development of the SDGs since their inception,
many of my comments are more questions for consideration or future clarification.

Thank you for providing this opportunity to participate.

Mitzi Bolton N/A 28-Mar 47-49 Target 2b

It will be important in the final wash of things to ensure that all of the planetary boundaries are appropriately 
represented by relevant indicators. While it is noted on page 49 that several other targets have indicators 
which support the achievement of this one, it is often easy to remove or alter things in documents such as this 
without fully realising the implications that those changes have in other areas.
In short, if the SDGs are to be achieved, tangible measurements of prevention or mitigation of transgression of 
all planetary boundaries ought to be provided within the document, and a final check should be undertaken to 
ensure this has been achieved prior to the SDGs being adopted. One way of facilitating this may be to include 
planetary boundaries as an ‘issue covered by indicators’ into Table2.

Mitzi Bolton N/A 28-Mar 110-113 Goal 9
Why had the goal been broadened? And, why to Oceans and Forests in particular? If things are to be 
individually listed then, soils as the very material upon which much of life on earth is dependent for sustenance 
and production materials, i.e. ecosystem services, should also be included.

Mitzi Bolton N/A 28-Mar 110 11
The shift to ‘secure ecosystem services’ from ‘ensure resilient and productive ecosystems’, appears to signify a 
shift in thinking from one of humans living in harmony with the ecosystems of the planet to one of ensuring that 
the outcomes humans rely on ecosystems for are preserved. Is this the intent?

Mitzi Bolton N/A 28-Mar 113 3 As noted at line 15, it will be important to agree on the definition of ‘sustainable forest management’.

Mitzi Bolton N/A 28-Mar 118 Target 9c It will be useful to consider development of an indicator concerning baseline assessments to enable accurate 
measurement of impacts (poor and beneficial) resulting from altered management practices.

Mitzi Bolton N/A 28-Mar 121 21 The suggested indicator should be further developed with a view to adoption.

Mitzi Bolton N/A 28-Mar 122 12

How is ‘major company’ defined? US$1B/yr PPP?
‘Business’ seemed much clearer and applicable to a broader array of the global citizenship. Its use would, one 
might think, help to enable adoption of the goals by normalising or filtering them into a greater number of 
everyday lives, thereby also helping to create a more even playing field.
While it is appreciated that it may be difficult to measure the success of this goal for smaller businesses, 
restricting the goal to ‘major companies’ appears to be limiting the scope of what it was hoped the SDGs might 
achieve.

Mitzi Bolton N/A 28-Mar 122 12 ‘Support’ is a far weaker word than ‘commit’, what was the rationale behind the change in terminology?

Mitzi Bolton N/A 28-Mar 122 Target 10a
While the principle is to be applauded, and hopefully retained, there do not appear to be any indicators that 
would enable the measurement of efforts to ‘reform international rules to achieve the goals’. How will this be 
measured or worked toward?

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 44 Line 7

The definition of decent work should account for its effects on environmental quality, social equality, etc. The 
increase in labour should be distributed equally and include people who are not at the forefront of poor 
communities (e.g. people who are not village heads, or on the outskirts of communities and not immediately 
found).

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 47 Line 1 Ocean acidification should be stressed more. It seems to be accounted for under Indicator 79 (Ocean Health 
Index) but should be a key measurement.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 59 Line 1
Concern of a 'race to the bottom' occurring in labour standards. This is somewhat addressed in Indicator 29 
(Compliance with ILO Standards), but that seems to address rights to organize and to be free from oppression 
rather than actual labour conditions.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 82 Line 1 There needs to be a way to determine progress and quality of restoration of degraded agricultural land (soils, 
crop quality, surrounding ecosystem components such as forests, wildlife, etc.).
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Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 83 Indicator 51

!!! This indicator is meant to measure 'sustainability of agriculture'. We have serious reservations about using 
'nitrogen use efficiency' to measure sustainability! It can certainly play a part (more efficient means less 
eutrophication, higher yields, etc.) but there are many other factors in sustainability of agriculture such as:
-        Land conversion (partially covered in Indicator 54 (Annual change in forest area and land under 
cultivation) but the two cannot be isolated)
-        Possibility of alternative uses, cover cropping, permaculture – could alternative farming methods be used 
that improve yields and/or variety of produce?
-        Pesticide use
-        Soil erosion and quality
-        Water quality
-        Health of surrounding ecosystems (e.g. US bee crisis, monarch butterflies dying from lack of milkweed 
that is killed by pesticides, animals in nearby forests requiring food, etc.)
-        Use or overuse of scarce nearby water supplies (farming in the wrong place)

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 83 Indicator 52
Irrigation efficiency should be a central component of this indicator. Also suggest determining whether crop 
yields could be improved or water could be saved through different water usage systems and including in the 
indicator.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 85 Indicator 54 This indicator should include wetlands as suggested in the draft report.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 86 Indicator 56 This indicator should be disaggregated by income level.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 89 Indicator 61

Concern that this indicator would capture improvements, but not the distribution of improvements – it would be 
very easy for local 'elites' to capture most of the benefits and control of expanded infrastructure. Indicator 
should account for:
a)     consolidation of power and control of infrastructure by elite social or income classes
b)     contribution to environmental damage (power sources, impact on local ecosystems, etc.)
c)     perverse incentives, e.g. the need to keep facilities full and operating leads to land use change, e.g. 
conversion of forest to agriculture.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 91 Line 7

Distribution concern again. The target needs to make sure distribution is equitable and that gains are not just 
allocated to the top end of the spectrum (i.e. the 'richest poor people'). The distribution problem is partly 
addressed through Indicator 31 (Gini Coefficient or Palma Ratio) but those concerns should be explicitly 
mentioned here.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 92 Indicator 64

Again, distribution is a concern and improving the conditions of each urban agglomeration should not 
disproportionately improve the conditions of the top tier of residents of the agglomeration while leaving the 
bottom tiers behind.

It goes without saying that strategies should decrease (or at least minimize) the agglomeration's environmental 
footprint, not increase it unreasonably. Some increase is of course expected just due to need of infrastructure, 
but footprints will also decrease with improved sanitation, etc. But power provision, housing construction, etc. 
should be carried out with the aim of minimizing footprint.

An indicator of deployment also needs to keep in mind gentrification – e.g. displacement of locals once living 
standards reach a certain point and the area suddenly becomes attractive to investors.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 99 Indicator 70 Another distribution concern. Suggest disaggregation by income level, societal class, etc.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 102 Indicator 72

Although this indicator is contained in the cross-cutting issue 'Sustainable energy for all', it does not capture 
the electricity source, i.e. coal, gas, renewable, etc. I think a sub-indicator or separate indicator specifically for 
percentage of renewable energy would be useful.

It would be unfortunate if an increase in this indicator occurred at the expense of other metrics e.g. Indicator 13 
(Aerosol Optical Depth) which would manifest as e.g. an increase in particulate pollution due to coal-fired 
electricity generation.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 102 Indicator 73

Biofuel targets in these strategies are concerning. These may induce land use changes in other areas – forest 
is often directly converted to land for growing biofuel feedstocks, or indirectly converted when feedstock 
agriculture displaces traditional agriculture or pasture land, which then is regained at the expense of forest 
land.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 104 Indicator 75
Unconvinced as to utility of CO2 intensity as a metric. It is useful for the reasons explained in the report, but 
does not account for other outcomes, such as massive increases in transport volume that would offset gains 
from intensity decreases.
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Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 110 Line 11

Critically under this goal, there is also no way to monitor the effectiveness of management of protected areas, 
ecosystem services, etc. For example, British Columbia's government has just passed a law allowing industrial 
exploration in B.C. provincial parks. The 'protected areas' designation therefore may not adequately capture 
the situation.

There is also no way to measure implementation of ecosystem services principles. This would be useful to 
gauge uptake and implementation of policies to move the world towards a synchronized system of natural 
capital accounting and payment. Indicator 89 is partially related.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 110 Indicator 79 The OHI does not appear to address ocean pollution i.e. ocean garbage, or cleanup.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 111 Indicator 80
Consider refining the indicator to include existence and effectiveness of endangered species recovery plans 
and/or laws to protect endangered species. The Red List index alone does not indicate progress in preserving 
species population health.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 111 Indicator 81 This indicator should also account for biodiversity quality (taxonomic, functional, phylogenetic, etc) and 
ecosystem resilience.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 113 Indicator 82

First, would suggest reformulating the indicator to monitor forest health rather than just 'sustainable forest 
management' – i.e. to be outcome rather than procedure-based.

The indicator could also be disaggregated by size of forest tenure holder – in many cases, only large entities 
certify their forests.

Lastly, the indicator does not show the proportion of natural forests still remaining and proportion of various 
forest succession stages (old growth, second growth, etc.).

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar 118 Indicator 85 It would be helpful to disaggregate this by sector, in order to identify unnecessary water-intensive usages in 
unsuited areas, such as desert ecosystems.

Naazia Ebrahim

Centre for 
Sustainable 
Community 
Development, 
Simon Fraser 
University

28-Mar

Concerns 
for 

integration 
into other 
indicators 

(unclear 
which 

indicator 
they should 

be 
integrated 

into:

.- Cultural retention – preservation of national and regional cultures and sub-cultures
- Survival of indigenous languages – e.g. presence of programs and policies for language retention (procedure-
based) and/or for percentage of languages retained, along with their fluency level (outcome-based)
- Measurement and reporting of proportion and quality of degraded areas restored (for both agricultural land 
(as mentioned above) and non-agricultural land). 

Neesha Fakir

Asian Pacific 
Resource and 
Research 
Center for 
Women

28-Mar 10 15, 16 & 17

Under Goal 02: Achieve development within planetary boundaries and
Target 02 c: Rapid voluntary reduction of fertility through the realization of sexual and reproductive health rights 
in countries with total fertility rates above [3] children per woman and a continuation of voluntary fertility 
reductions in countries where total fertility rates are above replacement level.* 
To note is the achievement of sexual and reproductive health and rights should not be treated as a means to 
curb population growth but rather as an intrinsic, indivisible and interdependent human right.  In order to 
achieve desirable sexual and reproductive health outcomes, this must be articulated within a human rights and 
gender equality paradigm, it is crucial to empower women and men with rights which enable them to be equals 
in the public and in the most private spheres of life. It is also important to empower women to exercise their 
decision-making power with regards to sexuality and reproduction. We encourage that this reflects the both 
rights based language and capabilities expansion and this goal addresses the structural inequalities and not 
merely population control. 
Language at goal level should include: The guarantee of universal access to good-quality sexual health and 
reproductive health services, bearing in mind the specific needs of men and women, adolescents and young 
people, persons of diverse sexuality and gender identity, and persons with disabilities, with special attention to 
vulnerable persons, persons living in rural and remote areas and to the promotion of citizen participation in the 
follow-up to commitments. [i]
To note is: we encourage language as follows: The  formulation and promotion of policies that enable persons 
to exercise their sexual rights, which embrace the right to a safe and full sex life, as well as the right to take 
free, informed, voluntary and responsible decisions on their sexuality, sexual orientation and gender identity, 
without coercion, discrimination or violence, and that guarantee the right to information and the means 
necessary for their sexual health and reproductive health.[ii]
 We recommend that the 
1.     The discourse on rights should not be used to strengthen and privilege groups with power over groups 
without power; and an analysis of power should be based on access to resources, institutional strength, 
political and economic strength;[iii]

2.     Rights have to be fully integrated into programme implementation and do not only remain in the legal 
context as ensuring redress through legal mechanisms[iv]
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Neesha Fakir

Asian Pacific 
Resource and 
Research 
Center for 
Women

28-Mar 12 30-32 Under target 4b- indicators for inequality- we suggest that the new gender inequality index can be used here 
as well. It is a much better index in terms of measuring gender inequality- or maybe it can go somewhere else.

Neesha Fakir

Asian Pacific 
Resource and 
Research 
Center for 
Women

28-Mar 13 34-37

Under Goal 05: Achieve health and wellbeing at all ages and 
Under Target 05a. Ensure universal coverage of quality healthcare, including the prevention and treatment of 
communicable and non-communicable diseases, sexual and reproductive health, family planning, routine 
immunization, and mental health, according the highest priority to primary health care.
We believe that health outcomes should also consider reduction in adolescent pregnancies which can only be 
achieved by critical interventions such as access to rights based comprehensive sexuality education and 
sexual and reproductive health services for both married and unmarried young people; as well as firmly 
implementing laws on the minimum age of marriage while safeguarding access to education for pregnant 
teenagers. We encourage that the goal reflects the responsibility and obligation of states to Progressive 
Realization of the right to health, as well as Non-Discrimination and Equality in access to healthcare.[v] target 
Under 5a-  we also believe that there are huge issues with 'universal coverage'- can we still argue for 'universal 
access'?

Neesha Fakir

Asian Pacific 
Resource and 
Research 
Center for 
Women

28-Mar 11 20

Under GOAL 03: Ensure Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood and under target. 
All girls and boys receive quality primary and secondary education that focuses on a broad range of learning 
outcomes and on reducing the dropout rate to zero. 
We encourage that language be included on comprehensive sexuality education which should be considered 
an essential, core subject in school curriculums. Comprehensive sexuality education which teaches bodily 
integrity, recognition of equality of the sexes and acceptance of diversity would contribute greatly to reducing 
gender based violence. [vi]
The indicators under goal 3 should also reflect the following: 
The inclusion of rights based comprehensive sexuality education as a core subject in the national curriculum 
and put resources toward this in the education system. 

Neesha Fakir

Asian Pacific 
Resource and 
Research 
Center for 
Women

28-Mar 15 57 Under target 6c- we recommend the inclusion of access to health services in rural areas

Neesha Fakir

Asian Pacific 
Resource and 
Research 
Center for 
Women

28-Mar citations 
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Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar overarching

THE GOALS – TARGETS – INDICATORS CHAIN
We generally agree with the framework decided in the previous discussions and public consultations. Although, 
we can forecast problems if the indicators are chosen only to reach the targets, not considering their real ability 
to follow a system in their path towards a goal. For example Goal 8 (Curb human induced climate change…) if 
we just aim at reducing indicators that ensure that the targets 8a, 8b and 8c are reached, likely will not be 
achieved, since a reduction in carbon intensity has been happening in many countries for decades without a 
real decrease in carbon emissions. This comment can be expanded to any other indicators in which we 
presume that a threshold can play a role. In these cases an “extensive” indicator has to be used.
The following comments explain better this problem.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar overarching

THE EXTENSIVE PROBLEM
Sustainability is an extensive problem, because it depends on the total, limited availability of resources and on 
a finite system’s capacity to accept wastes and contaminants. Improvement of intensive parameters (e.g. the t 
CO2/kWh considered for indicator #75, or tCO2/t km considered for indicator #76) is not sufficient to reduce 
unsustainability (Pulselli et al., 2008; The Road to Sustainability; WIT Press). The improvement in intensive 
indicators has to be accompanied by a parallel decrease in total consumptions or emissions. Extensive 
indicators that depend on the size of the system should be included in the Agenda. We suggest including at 
least one extensive parameter for every SDG, otherwise regardless the fact that the single targets are reached, 
the global goal (e.g. reduction of total CO2 emissions) risks to be missed.
This general comment is valid especially for indicators included within Goal 2 - Target 2b (indicators 12, 13 and 
14) and Goal 8 – All Targets (indicators 74, 75, 76, 77)
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Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar overarching

SYSTEMS INDICATORS
The scientific community agrees that social, ecological and economic elements of sustainability cannot be 
considered as interchangeable (Ostrom, 2009; Science 325, 419-422), while in a set of 100 indicators bad or 
low values of some can be compensated by very good or high values of others. We think that this framework 
risks to be misused by policy makers. This risk can be avoided by including systems indicators in the list, for a 
higher-level synthetic (as opposed to analytic) overview of sustainability.
For example the Ecological Footprint, or other indicators able to account for materials and energies embodied 
in goods and services used by a population should be included in the number of indicators; alternatives could 
be indicators based on emergy  (Odum, 1988 Science 242; 1132-1139; Campbell and Garmestani, 2012; J. 
Environ. Manag. 95; 72-97), material flows accounting (Spangenberg et al., 2004, Int. J. of Sustainable 
Development; 2, 492-505) or Life Cycle Assessment (ISO 14040; ISO 14044, 2006). These indicators 
represent the outcomes of the international scientific debate and research over sustainability, since the first 
definition of this concept. They investigate the entire production process and identify products origin, history 
and route from producers to consumers and are the reference points for a complete understanding of 
sustainability/unsustainability.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar overarching

GLOBAL SCALE
We suggest that the use of indicators that look at the local scale should be flanked by the use of indicators at 
the global scale since sustainability has also a global dimension and is related to global challenges (i.e. climate 
change). Sustainability is different from just a clean local environment: it is crucial to take into account 
production processes displaced to foreign countries, that should be accounted by using a consumer-based 
approach to GHG emissions responsibility (see for example Davis and Caldeira 2010; PNAS 107, 5687–5692; 
Caro et al., 2014; Ecol. Ind. 36, 640-643).

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar overarching

INTERNATIONAL DISPLACEMENT OF IMPACTS
We are worried that the indicators considered will classify as "sustainable" those countries that are actually 
displacing high-environmental-impact productions to developing countries and/or that are global land and water 
grabbers (Rulli et al., 2013; PNAS 110, 892-897). These risks to foster behaviors that have detrimental effects 
on the biosphere health and the social equity, and constitute an obstacle to the accomplishment of several 
SDGs: in particular Goal 1 and 2. These "sustainable" countries will be encouraged to define and apply policies 
based on the overexploitation of foreign countries that are suppliers of environmental resources and services 
to the world markets.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar overarching

Sustainable development also includes changes in consumption attitudes: in particular, concerning food 
(organic and Zero Mile products). Some aspects of these signals of sustainable behaviors should be included. 
Data relative to Organic agriculture are available from FAO, FIBL, Organic World.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar overarching

Wellbeing is connected with happiness not only with physical wellbeing. Measures of wellbeing and happiness 
are generally carried out with surveys. Crowdsourcing and BIG data could help define indicators. Free time 
should be included in wellbeing measures.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 12 Goal 04 Time devoted to children and family care should be included.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 20 99 Distribution of hotspot and free Wi-Fi connections can be a useful indicator to reach target 10c.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 28 Lines 14 - 

20

Sustainable development must be pursued also at the global level. To orient the global community in this 
sense, it is important to include, among the Sustainable Development Indicators, metrics that account for the 
effects of both local and national behaviors on the global system (e.g. The Ecological Footprint).

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 28 Lines 22 - 

29

In particular the SDGs and Indicators should familiarize decision makers with their role on the global 
environment, the global society, the global economy. Our role at the planetary scale is the concept that should 
be central, educating heads of government, mayors, business leaders, scientists, stakeholders and children.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 30 Principle 7, 

Line 35
Integrated or "systems-based" goals can be achieved by informing decision makers using "systems-based" 
indicators. Systems indicators are crucial to implement this principle into SDGs.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 32 Lines 25 - 

27

The implementation of systems indicators can be really helpful in distinguish outcomes, outputs, and inputs; as 
well as to ensure accountability and inspire guidelines and actions. The indicators listed above can help also in 
this direction. These indicators have for sure limitations (that should be explicitly mentioned) but it is important 
also here the use of systems indicators. The limitation caused by not using a systems approach is much larger.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 33 Lines  1 - 7

Sustainability is a global scale issue and should be treated (at least also) at the global scale. SD planners and 
policies have to think global. There is a urgent need to implement in this framework indicators that measure 
environmental, social and economic metrics also at a planetary scale.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 37 Lines 37 - 

39

The poverty gap ratio should not be an optional additional indicator but rather a key indicator that plays a 
central role among those underlying Goal 1. In fact, if a reduction of the proportion of population below the 
poverty line is accompanied by an increase in the poverty gap ratio, this implies that the poor, though less 
numerous in relative terms, get poorer and poorer. The larger income gap between poor people and the rest of 
society may undermine social stability in the long run, increasing social exclusion of the poor and contributing 
to the overall degradation of social capital.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 42 Line 11

The disaggregation of this indicator should also be performed by cause, to account for the role played by 
environmental degradation as a driver of displacement. Environmental refugees are expected to become the 
largest group of involuntary migrants in the future (Bates, 2002 Popul. and Environ. 23 (465-477)).

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 44 Lines 39 - 

42
We suggest here to consider Costanza et al., (2014) Nature 505 (283 - 285) that presents the most up-to-date 
analysis of "beyond GDP" indicators.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 101 Goal 8

We suggest including CO2eq intensity of main livestock products (e.g. meat and milk) among the Goal08 
Indicators. Presently, emissions of CH4 and N2O from livestock worldwide account for about 9% (Tubiello et al. 
2013 Environ. Res. Lett. 8 (1-10)) of total GHG emissions and 18% including emissions occurring elsewhere in 
the supply chain of livestock products such as transport and feed production (Steinfield et al., 2006 FAO 
REPORT). Therefore a specific indicator relative to the livestock sector is relevant to deal with the climate 
change challenge.   

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 110 Goal 9

Indicators that evaluate ecosystem services are totally missing here. Potential lead agencies can be included 
here to help achieve this fundamental goal: for example the Ecosystem Service Partnership or the TEEB 
initiative board.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 110 Goal 9

In order to secure ecosystem services it is vital to track down the drivers of habitat destruction (Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment, 2005; Ecosystems and Human Well Being: The Biodiversity Synthesis; Washington, 
WRI). We propose including indicators such as the annual change in wild and/or protected habitats and land 
under urban and infrastructure development (Cities and Biodiversity Outlook, 2013; CBD & Stockholm 
Resilience Centre).

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 110 Goal 9

We recommend including specific indicators i.e. the volume of funds (in the forms of international aid, fraction 
of national budget, or support provided for IGOs) utilized by governments to fight wildlife crime and implement 
international policies; the annual variation in seizures of illegal biological material and the number of reported 
cases of IUU fishing in the high-seas.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 116 Lines 3-19 We suggest including the proportion of seafood converted into fishmeal for aquaculture out of global catches.
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Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 122 Goal 10

Small and medium sized enterprises play a relevant role in achieving SDGs and should report their integrated 
performance to stakeholders. We suggest including an indicator on the number of small and medium sized 
companies that publishes an integrated report.

Network NESSO University of 
Siena 28-Mar 122 Goal 10

We suggest including an indicator concerning to the perception of integrated performance from 
shareholders/stakeholders. Therefore, companies should implement strategies and management processes 
that integrate economic, social and environmental dimensions within their value creation process. This 
indicator should monitor the view of shareholders /stakeholders / observers on (larger) integrated performance 
of companies.

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar The indicators will need to be updated with the goals and targets that are developed by the Open Working 
Group on SDGs. It is important to know where these indicators will feed into the post-2015 process.

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar We believe that the targets and indicators lack an inclusive perspective with special regard to persons with 
disabilities. In particular, accessibility should be incorporated throughout the targets.

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 7 4
6. Should allow, where relevant for disaggregation: If the SDGs are to address the growing inequalities, data 
disaggregation should not be optional. Therefore we would like to suggest to remove the term ‘where relevant’ 
in this section

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 8 3

Disaggregation: Data for SDGs should be disaggregated, where relevant: Instead of indicating where relevant, 
disaggregation of data should be tied to specific Goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7 indicated in the report. Addressing 
inequalities should be the measure of success of the SDG. In addition, we would like to suggest that 
“mechanisms should be put in place to ensure that this data is used to set targets and monitor progress. 
Targets should only be considered ‘achieved’ if they are met for all groups, including disability.”

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 9 Indicator 2 We recommend that you add “Equality of poverty rates of household with and without disabled household 
members” (There is an extra cost of household with a disabled member)

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 9 Target 01b

We recommend that you add the highlighted words: “End hunger and achieve food security for all, appropriate 
and accessible nutrition, and zero child stunting.”
 
Access to food security for persons with disabilities must be specifically highlighted thus we recommend an 
indicator to measure the percentage of persons with disabilities versus those without disabilities living with food 
insecurity.

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 11 Target 
03a/03b We recommend that targets should also refer to quality and inclusive education and curricula.

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 11 Target 03b

We recommend an indicator to measure “the percentage of out-of-school children with disabilities relative to 
the percentage of children without disabilities.”
If only completion rates are measured, students who are not physically able to attend school are left out. For 
example, children with disabilities who do not attend school because schools are inaccessible are left out.

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 11 Target 03b
We recommend an additional indicator “All marginalized children including children with disabilities have 
access to support schemes for attending and completing inclusive primary, secondary, and tertiary education 
on the equal basis with others”

214



Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 12 Target 04c
We recommend that in the target you add the highlighted text: “Prevent and eliminate violence against 
individuals, especially women and children, particularly those in most vulnerable situations, including women 
and girls with disabilities.”

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 12 Target 04b
In the indicator: “Proportion of households with incomes below 50% of median income (“relative poverty”)”– 
this percentage should calculate the difference for persons with disabilities since their cost of living is higher 
due to disability-specific costs.

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 13 Target 04c Please add the highlighted part in this indicator: “Violence against women and access to justice and accessible 
shelters”

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 13 Indicator for 
Target 04c

We recommend that you add this as an indicator: “The percentage of women with disabilities subjected to 
forced sterilization or abortion relative to the percentage of women without disabilities.”

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 13 Indicator for 
Target 04c

We recommend that you add this as an indicator – “The percentage of actions taken in order to assist victims 
with disabilities who are women relative to the percentage of women without disabilities.”

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 13 Indicator for 
Target 04c

Issues to measure: Please add “accessible campaigns to prevent violence against women”
(Accessible campaigns are defined as campaigns that are inclusive of persons with disabilities, e.g. Braille, 
sign language, accessible architecture, and so forth)

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 13 Target 05a
The first issue to measure: we would like to rephrase it as this: “Access to primary health care and programs.” 
(Physical access is not inclusive for all persons with disabilities, such as Deaf and Blind persons who need 
accessible communication and information.

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 13 Target 05a We would like to add an indicator related to financial access to health care: “The percentage of households 
with disabilities that incur catastrophic out-of-pocket expenditures on health care.”

Orsolya Bartha; 
Elizabeth 
Lockwood

International 
Disability and 
Development 
Consortium 
(IDDC), 
International 
Disability 
Alliance (IDA)

28-Mar 14 Target 05c We would like to add an additional issue to measure: “Accessible campaigns to advertise healthy lifestyles.”
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Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar overarching

Since the Millennium Declaration, countries around the world have made progress towards justice but impacts 
remain piecemeal: the post-2015 development framework represents an unprecedented opportunity to 
consolidate gains and make development more just and inclusive.  The post-2015 framework should include 
access to justice and legal empowerment at its core, with targets in a governance goal to address issues 
critical to human development: access to information, legal identity, rights to land and property, legal 
participation, and legal services.  The Open Working Group Co-chairs have recognized these themes in focus 
area 19, “peaceful and non-violent societies, capable institutions” of their summary document, however, justice 
and legal empowerment should also be included in other goals too, including those aimed at ending poverty, 
promoting equality, women's empowerment and food security. These justice targets will help to secure broad 
development gains by addressing structural barriers to fuller participation in society.

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar overarching

In selecting targets and indicators, we believe the Sustainable Development Solutions Network should 
embrace baskets of indicators which can triangulate progress through multiple data sources.  No single 
indicator can effectively measure diverse outcomes associated with justice themes, and baskets offer the 
opportunity to capture varied experiences:  Administrative indicators can document government effort and 
inputs; Objective situation indicators can impartially identify broad trends over time; Experience and perception 
indicators, typically gathered through surveys, can ensure that the real experiences of people inform overall 
assessments of progress.    

Indicators should draw on existing sources of data while simultaneously encouraging NSOs, other government 
agencies and civil society to use new sources of data.  Data collected for each indicator should be 
disaggregated to help governments to design better policies, identify inequalities, and focus development 
efforts on those who need them most.

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar overarching

On p.5, lines 21-22, the authors may wish to reframe the relationship between “objective quantitative metrics” 
and subjective and perception based indicators.  Embracing different sources of data for the “multiple 
indicators” proposed on line 22 can help to triangulate progress from multiple perspectives. Such data may be 
more action oriented and enable evidence-based policies and programming.  

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar overarching

On lines p.6, 40-1, we question the rationale for highlighting the importance of international compatibility at the 
indicator level.  The draft notes the value of localization (p.7, 12-15) and we believe that the framework will be 
most effective with internationally comparability at the goal and likely target level, but at this stage we might 
leave open opportunity and space for variation around specific indicators.  

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar overarching

The inclusion of Target 01c. is commendable.  A specific focus on fragile and conflict affected states is an 
innovative element of the proposed SDSN framework (though, we wonder how this comports with the language 
in the introduction about comparability and universality).  The indicators included outside of indicator 26 do not 
seem particularly targeted or efficient in measuring transitions from fragility.  We would encourage the authors 
to look at the range of suggestions and consultations carried out in the governance field for more nuanced 
approaches.   These include:
-        OSF, Measuring Justice: http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/fact-sheets/justice-2015-measuring-
justice-post-2015-development-framework
-        ODI, governance targets and indicators for post-2015, http://www.odi.org.uk/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-
assets/publications-opinion-files/8789.pdf
-        Saferworld, Addressing Conflict and Violence from 2015: A vision of Goals, Targets and Indicators, 
http://www.saferworld.org.uk/downloads/Post-2015-4th-goals,targets-and-indicators-FINAL.pdf.  

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar overarching

Target 4a combines too many themes and issues and does not represent a realistic target.  The range of topics 
included therein should be divided into discreet topics. The target, for example, could be broken up along these 
themes: 
1.  Guarantee the public’s right to information and access to government data
2. Ensure the participation of citizens in monitoring essential services, including healthcare, water, and 
education
3. Ensure all people have access to justice institutions and legal aid services that are affordable, fair, and 
timely

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar overarching

There are essentially no financing transparency stipulations around funding (domestic or international) for any 
of the service delivery components, including education and health, and we would recommend mainstreaming 
a stipulation there for each of those sectors.  The authors might also include such stipulations in the area of 
climate as well.

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar 42 7
While displacement is one measurable element of conflict and fragility, we feel that progress towards equality 
and inclusion in most fragile and conflict-affected states would be better tracked through alternative indicators 
focused on participation, access to justice or institutional quality.

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar 42 8 We question the validity of Indicator 8.  In no way does this indicator measure the quality of services delivered 
nor impacts of assistance.  

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar 61 26

We believe including registration and legal identity in the post-2015 framework is fundamental to ensuring 
meaningful participation in society.  Without state-issued identity documents, individuals may not be able to 
open a bank account, obtain a mobile phone, or secure the goods and services necessary to work and save 
for their families and their future.  Government should ensure that access to legal identity is universal, and that 
no-one suffers from lack of it.

Legal identity should be broken out into its own target, however, and should be measured through a basket of 
indicators which triangulate progress.  Perverse incentives exist in measuring legal identity through the 
framework and we want to make sure that we capture both the objective situation (the % of people registered) 
and also the experience-based understanding of how people are using their legal identity (reduction in % 
denied services).

For example, the framework could incorporate two readily available sources of data to track progress in the 
framework:
-        % of children under 5 whose births have been registered
-        Reduction in the % of people who report being denied access to services [health / education / etc] 
because of lack of identity documentation

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar 63 29

Indicator 29 is framed as a target as opposed to an indicator.  If the framework wanted to measure this, we 
would suggest you follow the alternative approach we lay out above – i.e., that we measure both the 
administrative or structural output (ratification of ILO labor standard) and then strategies to measure 
compliance which should include experience based data.

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar 63

Under target 63, we think it is critical for the framework to also recognize (1) the public’s right to information, (2) 
the obligation for citizens to participate in monitoring essential services, including healthcare, water, and 
education and (3) ensuring all people have access to justice institutions and legal aid services that are 
affordable, fair, and timely.

Along the lines of our comments above, we believe each of these three targets could be meaningfully 
integrated at three separate targets:   SEE CHART AT http://i.imgur.com/6lcdUE7.png
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Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar 67 33
We have questions about including sentencing in the indicator without a more nuanced interrogation of the 
quality of services provided. By just focusing on sentencing, you presume guilt, and incentivize convictions as 
opposed to addressing the terrible problem of wide-spread gender based violence.

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar 82-86 50-56; 86

We know secure land rights for communities are critical in improving development outcomes and promoting 
sustainability.  Approximately three billion people around the world live without secure rights to what are often 
their greatest assets: their lands, forests, and pastures.  Increasing demand for land is leading to exploitation 
and conflict.  Giving communities the power to manage their land and natural resources would reduce poverty 
and promote sustainable development.  Securing property rights to all individuals, including women, is 
necessary to improve financial stability and personal safety.

Indicators 50-56 failure to recognize this critical component to improving food systems and development 
outcomes. Indicator 86 is based on IFAD and we would like to see a stronger focus on community and 
individual land rights.  We suggest that these themes could be incorporated into the framework in the following 
way: 
SEE CHART AT http://i.imgur.com/VVFi1ls.png

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar 120 88 Indicator 88 should also include the disclosure of beneficial ownership information in addition to all payments 
to governments under resource contracts.

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar 122 Goal 10

As tax is the most sustainable source of development finance, there should be an indicator that specifically 
monitors what is happening in a country’s tax system.  Specifically, countries should report on how much tax 
revenue they are collecting and the extent to which they are collecting this revenue fairly (i.e. biased towards 
income taxes rather than VAT/customs/excises).  For such a core indicator (maybe appearing as a 
subcategory of the proposed Indicator 94), we suggest that countries report on their tax to GDP ratio, which 
should grow over time, as well as the share of tax revenue that is collected from corporate income tax, PAYE 
or wage taxes (indexed or revised annually for inflation), and property taxes (in theory is a great tax instrument 
that can be used to increase the accountability of local government).  This tax information is already collected 
by tax administrators and reported annually so should not increase compliance costs for tax administrators 
(perhaps the property tax would be challenging).  The lead agency could be IMF.

Peter Chapman
Open Society 
Justice 
Initiative

28-Mar 125 93

The authors should clarify the relationships between monitoring the level of financial activity by central banks in 
tax havens and development linkages.  Further, OECD’s definition of tax havens also misses out that people 
and entities are drawn to havens for the potential secrecy they provide.  Thus, we suggest that Indicator 93 is 
replaced with an indicator that not only monitors the global importance of a tax haven over time, but also 
whether or not it is increasing its pool of Tax Information Exchange Agreements (TIEAs), so that tax 
administrators in other countries can seek information about their taxpayers that are resident in their country 
(seems counterintuitive, but this is exactly what the Global Forum is about which most tax havens are 
members of). We would propose the following: 

Indicator 93:  Financial Secrecy Ranking on the Financial Secrecy Index and number of TIEAs ratified

The financial secrecy index uses a much broader definition for a tax haven than the OECD one, and is updated 
annually.  The usefulness of this indicator is that it captures more jurisdictions and gives an idea of the relative 
importance of each jurisdiction globally – not just to central banks.  Thus, it can be used to better monitor 
where high net worth individuals and investors choose to record their profits.  Since not all countries are 
secrecy jurisdictions, this would need to be a Tier 2 indicator and the lead agency is Tax Justice Network that 
produces the index.  

Phil Jones SJ Around the 
Bay 28-Mar overarching

“Within Planetary Boundaries” doesn’t make sense if credence is give to the Global Footprint Network’s report 
“The Living Planet” which indicates that humanity is now using nature’s services 50 percent faster than what 
Earth can renew.

Phil Jones SJ Around the 
Bay 28-Mar overarching

This document needs to incorporate the expression the “Steady State Economy”, as it represents the change 
in language that is required. It acknowledges that economic growth cannot continue indefinitely. It is an 
expression that focuses on Copernican Revolution in economic thinking that is required. 
It also acknowledges that there is a relationship between how we think about the economy on the one hand, 
and the impact on the environment on the other.

Phil Jones SJ Around the 
Bay 28-Mar 28 8 Change “promoting economic growth” to “promoting the Steady State Economy”

Rachel Albone HelpAge 
International 28-Mar overarching

Current data systems are not fit for purpose in today’s ageing world. Data on older women and  men is often 
not collected and when it does exist, it is not fully analysed, reported or utilised. Many of the current MDG 
indicators are restricted to people within certain age groups. This has led to the invisibility of older people 
within the current development framework and their neglect in policies and development interventions, 
including efforts to tackle poverty and inequality. Poverty is one of the main threats to well-being for older 
people. Despite significant gains made in recent years 1.2 billion people are still living in extreme poverty 
worldwide1 and, as stated in the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing, ‘where poverty is endemic, 
persons who survive a lifetime   of poverty often face an old age of deepening poverty’.2 As all countries are 
ageing, reference to  the urgency of reducing poverty in old age must be made in the post 2015 framework 
with relevant indicators agreed to monitor progress. Social protection is widely recognized as an effective tool 
in preventing and reducing poverty, inequality, social exclusion and income insecurity. Reducing poverty by 
implementing the social protection floor should be included in the report with indicators to monitor social 
protection interventions. While the report makes a number of recommendations in relation to indicators to 
monitor poverty rates and related issues, disaggregation by age and sex of all poverty data is needed to gain a 
clear picture of the differences between men and women of different ages. The report includes only one 
indicator focused on social protection as an additional rather than core indicator. This absence of effective 
indicators to monitor social protection and its impact must be addressed.

Rachel Albone HelpAge 
International 28-Mar overarching

The call for a “data revolution” to underpin an inclusive new Sustainable Development Framework is the ideal 
opportunity to ensure that issues affecting older women and men are included in line with efforts to “leave no 
one behind” and to address the neglect of older people to date.

Rachel Albone HelpAge 
International 28-Mar overarching

The monitoring framework and indicators developed to track progress towards achieving new SDGs and to 
ensure accountability of governments to their citizens must be inclusive of people of all  ages with data 
disaggregated by age and sex.
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Rachel Albone HelpAge 
International 28-Mar overarching

Data collection and disaggregation by age: the report suggests criteria for the selection of indicators, including 
‘indicators that allow for disaggregation by characteristics of the individual or household’, including age. The 
report goes on to recommend that disaggregation by age follow established guidelines, for example, of the UN 
Statistics Division which recommends distinguishing amongst the following groups at a minimum: under one 
year (infants), 1-4 years (pre-school age) 5-14 years (school age), 15-49 years (childbearing age), 15-64 years 
(working ages) and 65 years and older (elderly persons). Two important issues need to be addressed in 
relation to age disaggregation and the use of agreed age brackets:
1. While agreed age ranges are useful to allow for comparison of data between countries, between issues etc., 
the UN Statistics Division recommendation is not always currently  applied, including by UN agencies. 
Agencies use different age ranges for different indicators including 15+ without further disaggregation (e.g. 
UNAIDS, UNESCO, WHO), 15-24 (UNAIDS, UNESCO, WHO), 15-49 (UNAIDS, UNICEF), 55-64 (ILO, FAO), 
60+ (WHO, World Bank), 65+ (World Bank). The monitoring framework should include an agreed 
disaggregation consistent across all reporting. This must provide a minimum level of age disaggregation that 
ensures consistency and allows for comparison, but does not prohibit an additional, further level of age 
disaggregation within these groups as appropriate. The framework must recognize disparities between 
different age groups and the need for disaggregation that allows for an age based analysis, not only for 
children and adults but also for differences within these groups. UNDESA recommends disaggregation of data 
by sex and age using the following age cohorts: 0-5 years; 6-14; 15-24; 25-59; and thereafter in 5 year bands 
until death.3 (cont.)

Rachel Albone HelpAge 
International 28-Mar overarching

2. Alongside the inclusion of agreed disaggregation, the framework must ensure data is collected for all people 
of all ages and that indicators are not restricted to one or some of these age brackets (unless specifically 
relevant, for example child focused indicators). Many of the current MDG indicators and other global progress 
indicators on specific issues are restricted to certain age groups, including many instances where those 
indicators are of explicit relevance  to older people. For example, HIV related indicators are restricted to people 
between the ages of 15 and 24 or 15 and 49 despite the fact that increasing numbers of older people are now 
living with HIV, constituting over 10 per cent of people living with HIV globally4 and much higher percentages in 
some countries.5 In order to ensure that ‘no-one is left behind’ and that the post 2015 development framework 
is fully based on the human rights principles of universality, non-discrimination, equality, participation, 
empowerment and accountability, indicators must be inclusive of people of all ages and not restricted to certain 
age groups.

Rachel Albone HelpAge 
International 28-Mar 45 10

Share of informal employment in total employment: the report notes the need for age disaggregation 
particularly to capture youth share of informality in the labor force. With more than 70 per cent of men and 
nearly 40 per cent of women aged 60 and over continuing to work6, the majority in the informal sector (for 
example,
in Paraguay 88 per cent of older people who work have jobs in the informal economy7), age and sex 
disaggregation of data is also important to capture disparities between women and men of different ages.

Rachel Albone HelpAge 
International 28-Mar 50 and 75 15 and 40

Total fertility rate and Healthy life expectancy at birth: population dynamics has been included in the Open 
Working Group Chairs Focus Areas Report alongside health, and is listed as an issue to measure under the 
goal of achieving development within planetary boundaries in the SDSN report. The only indicator to measure 
this issue proposed in the report is on the total fertility rate. Healthy life expectancy at birth is a proposed 
indicator under the goal of achieving health and wellbeing at all ages.  It is important that the new development 
framework effectively monitors the range of demographic changes affecting population dynamics. With the 
world’s population rapidly ageing from 810 million people aged 60 and over in 2012 to an estimated 1.375 
billion by 2030, constituting 16 per cent of the global population8, the framework must include indicators to 
monitor population ageing , for example ‘healthy life expectancy at 60’, for which data is available,9 alongside 
healthy life expectancy at birth.

Rachel Albone HelpAge 
International 28-Mar 53 18-23

Indicators under the goal of ensuring effective learning for all children and youth for life and livelihood: despite 
the importance of learning for life all the indicators proposed in the report are restricted to children and young 
people. Recognition of the need for life-long learning opportunities is needed and indicators must be developed 
to measure adult literacy and education rates alongside those of children. UNESCO collects data on adult 
literacy and work has been done by the Barro and Lee global data set to provide this data disaggregated by 
age for adults. Data from this set on older people is included in the Global AgeWatch Index.10

Rachel Albone HelpAge 
International 28-Mar 67 32

Rate of women subjected to violence in the last 12 months by an intimate partner: although not explicitly stated 
in the SDSN report, data on violence against women (VAW), including intimate partner violence, is usually 
restricted to women between the ages of 15 and 49. This includes data currently collected by both UNAIDS 
and WHO. Yet, women continue to experience different forms of violence in old age. A 2011 five country study 
showed 28.1 per cent of older women had experienced some kind of violence or abuse in the previous 12 
months11. The critical information gap on this issue has significant implications. It conceals patterns of 
violence against older women and results in their subsequent exclusion from prevention and rehabilitation 
policies and programmes. In line  with the CEDAW recommendation for data to be disaggregated by age and 
sex to provide information on the situation of older women, including in relation to violence,12 any indicators on 
VAW must include women over the age of 49. In
support of this, the demographic and health survey template (DHS), currently being reviewed and a common 
source of data on VAW, should be amended to also include women (and men) over the age of 49.

Rachel Albone HelpAge 
International 28-Mar 75 41

HIV prevalence, treatment rates, and mortality (modified MDG Indicator): current HIV indicators, including 
MDG indicators on prevalence, condom use and correct HIV knowledge, are restricted to either the 15-24 or 15-
49 year age groups. With increased access to ART enabling people to live long term with HIV, decreasing 
incidence among younger adults and new infections in older people, the HIV epidemic is ageing with rapidly 
increasing numbers of older people living with HIV13. Indicators monitoring progress on HIV must be 
expanded to include older people. As with VAW, in support of this, the DHS template should be amended.

Rachel Albone HelpAge 
International 28-Mar 77 44

Probability of dying between exact ages 30 and 70 from any of cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes, or 
chronic respiratory disease: With global population ageing providing a major health challenge, the inclusion of 
indicators on NCDs alongside communicable diseases is key. People aged 60 and over account for 75 per 
cent of deaths from NCDs in LMICs14 and must be included in indicators
monitoring progress in addressing these diseases. If indicator 44 recommended in the report and restricted to 
people between the ages of 30 and 70 is to be used, there must be a parallel requirement for additional data to 
be collected for people above this age who are most affected by NCDs.

Rachel Albone HelpAge 
International 28-Mar 90 62

Share of farmers covered by agricultural extension or equivalent programs: older people make up an 
increasing percentage of farmers in many parts of the world. For example, in the Caribbean 26 per cent of 
farmers are aged 55 and over15. Any indicator to monitor farmers access to productive resources and support 
must include older people. The indicator should measure access rather than coverage.
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Rachel Albone HelpAge 
International 28-Mar 37 (line 

42/43)

Percentage of population covered by social protection programs, which measures access to social safety nets, 
including insurance or conditional cash transfer programs: as outlined in the section above, the report does not 
currently include adequate indicators to effectively monitor social protection. In recognition of the role of social 
protection in preventing and reducing poverty, inequality, social exclusion and income insecurity, and the right 
to social security as a human right, the ILO adopted the Social Protection Floors Recommendation.  The SPF  
comprises basic social security guarantees over the life-course, including basic income security for older 
people. The ILO has undertaken work to develop a set of indicators to measure social protection, including 
‘share of older persons receiving pensions’ and ‘share of persons with social protection coverage during the 
lifecycle’.16 With strong evidence of the wider impact of pensions on older  people’s families and households, 
for example on school enrollment, nutritional status of the household and stunting in children,17 data on 
pensions coverage, alongside broader social protection, can provide a useful proxy for wider household well-
being. The ILO indicators social protection provide the basis for effective monitoring of social protection as a 
critical enabler in reducing poverty and inequality in the post 2015 framework.

Rahul Goswami

Centre for 
Communicatio
n and 
Development 
Studies

28-Mar overarching

The conception of the SDGs will falter and remain incomplete at every stage without reference to culture. The 
idea of monitoring progress is not a matter of science and technology, of economics and finance, or of jobs and 
infrastructure. Lasting peace and development (as contained in the Constitution of UNESCO) is pendant 
entirely on human and community relationships with each other and with the environment. The determinant of 
these relationships is culture. When underpinned by the agreement that human dignity will be respected, that 
the rule of law will prevail, that freedom of expression will be assured and that information will be unfettered, 
these are the cultural bases of our societies, which are being asked to formulate and implement SDGs.

The new social contract which is implicit in every major effort to usher in greater responsibility for collective and 
individual actions, which is also an aspect of sustainability, is derived from the cultural approach. So are the 
ways in which ethical challenges may be addressed, including a natural contract to ensure that nature will no 
longer be plundered. Educational systems that foster creativity and critical thinking as well as vocational 
training and impart digital skills emerge from a cultural recognition of the local relevance of forms of education, 
many informal and communitarian.

Especially for the young, to attain citizenship in a world that is increasingly complex, diverse, threatening and 
beset by crises, it is the cultural approach that guides them, providing frames of reference and holding together 
the values and identities that can cure them when needed. When collective responsibility must be defined to 
invent new approaches to address the needs of people living in poverty or on the fringes of society, it is the 
cultural mainsprings of society that instills that responsibility in communities old and new, transient and 
sedentary.

When replacing the MDGs with their successor SDGs it must be a primary principle that the development we 
call sustainable and equitable cannot rest on technological and economic policies. The respect between 
peoples, and between peoples and nature that we seek in the concept of 'sustainability' can emerge only from 
approaches that channel freely the cultural knowledge and sensitivity of communities in all their diversity.

Rahul Goswami

Centre for 
Communicatio
n and 
Development 
Studies

28-Mar overarching

"We are looking for comments and creativity to improve and complete them."
SDSN can facilitate the democratic participation of citizens in the process and consultations on the SD goals, 
targets and indicators by keeping the commenting and critique channel open for as long as possible until 2015 
September.

Rahul Goswami

Centre for 
Communicatio
n and 
Development 
Studies

28-Mar overarching

"Because of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) process, the international public reporting on poverty-
related indicators tends to be more developed than on other social and environmental indicators."
Not so. Who the 'poor' are is a matter that within countries is not simply put to rest. This is so for several 
reasons, chief amongst them being the widening income inequalities, but also because of the accelerating rise 
in the cost of food staples. The MDG processes concerning poverty and hunger have served as apparently 
well-meaning and catalytic global and national reminders, but 15 years of the MDGs have delivered much less 
than their promise. As for social and environmental indicators, do remember that the 'Limits To Growth' was 
published in 1972, and was among the early group of 'systems' analyses that discussed what are today rather 
loosely called 'planetary boundaries'. We have had many alarms wound up long years ago, and when they 
rang globalisation chose not to hear.

Rahul Goswami

Centre for 
Communicatio
n and 
Development 
Studies

28-Mar overarching

"In many cases, new indicators will have to be developed ... This will require major investments in national and 
international capacity to collect and synthesise data."
When this investment is expected by what is commonly called the 'international community' in order that 
countries adhere to some minimum standard demanded for the indicators to take shape according to some 
measure of coherence, who will pay for it? The UN system of agencies knows well that it is at the level of 
district (or equivalent) that the need for administrations to be constantly aware of the needs and condition of 
citizens is the most acute, and here is where the national mechanics of such awareness falters for want of 
trained people and material. Countries - LDCs, small island states, transition, and so on - can scarcely afford 
what was required for reliable monitoring ten years ago. In what way have the OWG discussions ignored the 
financial and training burdens that will be demanded by such an expectation? Given the celebrated data 
revolution what prevents the UN system agencies from assembling indicators by collating what is available 
rather than seeking to forge a new set?

Rahul Goswami

Centre for 
Communicatio
n and 
Development 
Studies

28-Mar overarching

"in view of the novelty of many of these indicators, the SDSN proposes to work with international institutions 
during 2014 to discuss the development, relevance, accuracy, appropriateness, and realism of the 
recommended indicators."
If these are the watchwords, 'international' is not where they apply, nor even national. It is at the district level of 
administration and lower where they apply, for this is where the benefits to citizens of self-determined 
governance assisted by localised measures works.

Rahul Goswami

Centre for 
Communicatio
n and 
Development 
Studies

28-Mar overarching

"Decisions on what can actually be measured should be advised by the relevant expert communities, with the 
advice and leadership of the global institutions charged with oversight, measurement, standards, and 
implementation of programs."
There is only one sort of expert community and it is the citizen, whether in village or in city ward. Global 
institutions can in no case frame local needs nor evolve local measures that are culturally acceptable and 
understandable.
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Rahul Goswami

Centre for 
Communicatio
n and 
Development 
Studies

28-Mar overarching

"The SDSN will work with the World Business Council for Sustainable Development and other business 
organisations to develop a set of performance metrics that businesses can use to operationalize the indicator 
framework."
This is grossly objectionable. This view and approach must be cast out entirely from the SDG formulation 
process. Corporations - those we consider transnational or multi-national but also large and powerful 
(economically and politically) national corporations - demand unhindered access to mineral and metal mining, 
private control of water, nuclear development, and other profit-making ventures. The power balance between 
citizens and corporations could hardly be more lopsided. In the end advocates for sustainable development 
policies can do little more than advocate, and the international agreements that back them have no actual 
authority or teeth. International corporations, on the other hand, can force governments before international 
investment tribunals. It is unconscionable for the UN General Assembly to allot, apparently without even seeing 
the need to refer such a decision to citizens, the development of a set of what is mechanically called 
'performance metrics' to 'operationalise the indicator framework', the meaning of which is utterly unclear. Since 
the UNGA in its discussions wants to hold governments accountable for whether SDGs are met or not, any 
form of indicator is a matter of discussion and implementation for citizens (first) and their government 
representatives (second). There is no other place set for this discussion. Business in any and every form must 
serve the first and second parties I have named (and not the other way around, as is taking place through 
coercion in every country that is a member of the UN).

Rahul Goswami

Centre for 
Communicatio
n and 
Development 
Studies

28-Mar overarching

"The first SDG report and review can thereby commence in the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in the 
summer of 2016. By 2018 at the latest, we would hope that the international system, and notably the UN 
organizations and partner institutions (including the OECD, World Bank, World Trade Organization, and 
others), would have in place an accurate, meaningful, annual reporting system. We underscore that this will 
require enhanced support to statistical offices and systems in many countries so that high-quality data can be 
collected in a timely manner."
What does the 'international system', so cavalierly mentioned throughout the UN discussions on the SDGs, 
mean to the citizen of any country? Why are the OECD, World Bank (representing, as I see it, multilateral 
development banks and the IMF and the IFC), World Trade Organisation, and others named as the primary 
beneficiaries of this more "accurate, meaningful, annual reporting system" instead of the citizen and her 
representative in government?

Ross Bailey WaterAid 28-Mar overarching
WaterAid welcomes the report of the Sustainable Development Solutions Network, particularly the continuing 
focus on the eradication of extreme poverty. Achieving an end to extreme poverty by 2030 should remain the 
clear focus of any framework being proposed for the sustainable development goals.

Ross Bailey WaterAid 28-Mar overarching
The inclusion of targets on basic sanitation and water are particularly welcomed in goal areas six and seven. 
Ensuring universal access to basic water and sanitation is crucial in contributing to a range of goal areas from 
improving health and wellbeing to gender equality.

Ross Bailey WaterAid 28-Mar overarching We particularly welcome the inclusion and recognition of the cross cutting nature of targets and the inclusion of 
water and sanitation across a number of the other outlined goal areas.

Ross Bailey WaterAid 28-Mar overarching However, some issues have not been covered within the proposed indicators set which will undermine 
progress elsewhere.

Ross Bailey WaterAid 28-Mar overarching

Ending extreme poverty is not possible without a focus on ending open defecation.

Goal 1 on ending extreme poverty should include an indicator on ending open defecation under Target 01b. 
With over a billion people still defecating in the open, achieving nutrition security and a reduction to zero of 
child stunting will not be possible without ensuring open defecation has been eliminated. We propose the 
inclusion of an indicator to monitor the percentage of the population practicing open defecation with an aim to 
eliminate this practice by 2030.  Ending open defecation has been agreed as an indicator for achieving 
universal access to sanitation which has been proposed  by the water, sanitation and hygiene sector 
consultation process led by the World Health Organisation and Unicef Joint Monitoring Programme.

Ross Bailey WaterAid 28-Mar overarching

Hygiene is a critical intervention and does not receive sufficient attention in the document.

Whilst hygiene appears to be implied in Goal 5 through the inclusion of the target on universal health coverage 
(highlighted on page 27), this does not give adequate attention or importance to a critical development 
intervention. We would recommend that an indicator be included within Goal  5 to monitor access to hand 
washing facilitates in homes, schools and health facilities. We would further recommend that target 05a 
language around “universal access to quality healthcare” be expanded to include reference to water, sanitation 
and hygiene as environmental determinants of health.

We would also recommend that hygiene be included alongside water and sanitation in target b of Goal 6 and 7 
with an indicator to measure the percentage of the population with hand washing facilities at home.
Whilst monitoring behaviour can present challenges, the presence of soap and water at a designated place 
can be measured through household surveys and has been shown to be a robust proxy indicator. Access to 
basic facilities for menstrual hygiene management is also critically important for women’s health, safety and 
dignity and can be monitored in institutional settings.
Like open defecation, outlined in comment 6 above, an indicator on ensuring universal access to basic hygiene 
practice has been proposed  by the water, sanitation and hygiene sector consultation process led by the World 
Health Organisation and Unicef Joint Monitoring Programme.

Ross Bailey WaterAid 28-Mar overarching

Basic access to water, sanitation and hygiene should be universal but we can go further.

WaterAid welcomes the report’s framing that allows for universal targets but with an inclusion of proposals that 
could apply to individual countries.

Ending extreme poverty should be the over-arching aim of the sustainable development goals but we need to 
ensure that the framework is ambitious and recognises that basic access to water and sanitation are only 
stepping stones towards progressive realization of the human right.

The section on additional indicators that countries might consider should include indicators on assessing 
progress in reducing (halving) the percentage of population without access to safely managed water and 
sanitation services. We recommend the inclusion of indicators to assess the percentage of the population 
using: a safely managed drinking water service at home and basic sanitation where excreta is safely managed.  

Like the recommendations above, core indicators on measuring progress in reducing (halving) the proportion 
of the population without access to safely managed services have been proposed by the water, sanitation and 
hygiene sector consultation process led by the World Health Organisation and Unicef Joint Monitoring 
Programme.

Ross Bailey WaterAid 28-Mar overarching Further information on the indicators proposed by the Unicef/WHO Joint Monitoring Programme consultation 
can be found in the attached document.
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Sabina Alkire

Oxford 
Poverty and 
Human 
Development 
Initiative 
(OPHI)

28-Mar overarching

Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI) wholeheartedly supports a proposal for an indicator 
of extreme multidimensional poverty to be included alongside the extreme income poverty indicator post-2015, 
and would welcome further discussion regarding the components and methodology of such a Multidimensional 
Poverty Index (MPI).

Seema Dhawan 
HNB Garhwal 
Central 
University

28-Mar 53 7 Children should be trained for basic Life skills.

Seema Dhawan 
HNB Garhwal 
Central 
University

28-Mar 53 21 Effective Training of teachers for quality education at elementary level.

Seema Dhawan 
HNB Garhwal 
Central 
University

28-Mar 77 44 Deficiency of Vit. D.

Seema Dhawan 
HNB Garhwal 
Central 
University

28-Mar 80 49 Stress free life

Seema Dhawan 
HNB Garhwal 
Central 
University

28-Mar 84, 89 53, 61 Green storage

Seema Dhawan 
HNB Garhwal 
Central 
University

28-Mar 100 56 Training of human resource for disaster risk reduction.

Seema Dhawan 
HNB Garhwal 
Central 
University

28-Mar 113 82 Percentage of people dependent on forest resources/ use wood as fuel

Seema Dhawan 
HNB Garhwal 
Central 
University

28-Mar 129 99 Major Publications related to SD.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar overarching The level of adherences to the goals, target and supporting policy for national and regional growth

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar overarching Strong strategic management tools for implementing and monitoring of all input and out come

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar overarching Report score card measuring progress, accountability, impact, result and control systems; e.g. Quantitative 

metrics, Subjective, perceptive base and among others

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar overarching

Individual or organization should be engage to monitor all sensitive sectors in the economy and collect all 
information/data necessary for decision making, statistical data and reporting from source accordingly. This 
justifies the need for a UN desk officer in all the statistical gendering and generation offices of in the National 
and Regional office to observe and record first hand information/data.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar overarching

Most statistical office are manage and control by the government this will undermine the level of reliance of the 
information gotten except it is been observe by the UN desk officer, also the issue of subjective and perception 
which cannot be control by the government should be given significant consideration.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar overarching

Possible adjustment: at the start of every month the statistical desk officer or the organization contracted for 
collection of the national data should submit their report no letter than the 15th day of the succeeding month  
and the general yearly reports should be in no letter than 28th day of February of the succeeding year and 
every other consideration of the report can be reviewed and publication should be on or before April to allow all 
National and Regional government and concern authorities send their suggestion and correction before the 
ECOSCO ministerial meeting which should be earlier than as scheduled, for the report to be out around May to 
enable various government get their score card on time for possible adjustment to be made in the current 
financial year. This will be difficult but it is possible with adequate funding and monitoring of all desk officers 
and engaged organization properly.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar overarching

Reliability/ justification of national data from statistical offices, structured questionnaire should be administered 
to all UN recognize university in the country and the local government areas which the state coordinator will 
put together and forward to the national coordinator who in turn forward the general national 
perception/subjective data to the UN head quarter. The administering of the questionnaire should not in any 
sense given to the politicians because they cannot be their own judge. This process will sound in perfectly on 
the importance of the rural and common citizen in the society, which will definitely make change the perception 
of the political class to change and involve the common and rural settlers in decision making, budget and 
actual implement of all project meant for the communities e.t.c.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar overarching

Goal 2 - More indicators: It should also consider the rate of abuse within the working environment (preventions, 
frequency, causes and solutions) by creating a complainant wed site to collect all complain petition and report 
to the pool. Proper awareness bearing in mind that an average worker can use the internet, fill forms and 
computer system.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar overarching Goal 2 - More indicators: The standard rate of graduate- This should measure the quality of graduating student 

in a year as against number of job opening in the year.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar overarching Subjective and perception based indicators should be given high consideration except when data are source 

directly without the manipulations of the national statistical offices.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 22 53 Goal 6: Quality of the agricultural product, availability of storage facilities and accessibility.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 22 91,89 Goal 10: Evaluating the level of corruption and will to fight corruption, Analysis the result of the external survey 

to this effect.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 22 19 Goal 03: Structure school curriculums to involve climate change, impact, protection and benefit to humanity.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 22 Goal 09 Food security and nutrition: Adequate preventive measure against flood and other natural disaster that affect 

agricultural produce.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 23 20,22,25 Goal 03: Accessibility of fund for the development of education and other education related courses.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 23 51,53,60 Goal 06: Level of government enhances and support rural communities with vulnerable weather, reduces poor 

political structure and encourages mutual partnership across the globe.
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Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 23 Goal 01 Government willingness/level in job Creation and compliance with global income indices $1.25 (ppp)                                                                                                                                                             

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 23 24 Goal 03: standard and quality of national education to support sustainable development.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 24 30 Goal 04: Action to improve the living standard of the relative poor in the society.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 24 79,81 Goal 09: Percentage of implementation of the critical biome management policy and ocean health index 

(National Index)

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 25 25 Goal 03: Impact of conflict on children in schools and societies.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 25 34, 35 Goal 05: Competences of health workers and available means of accessing health facilities.

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 26 18,19,24 Goal 03: Education curriculums strategy

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 26 49 Goal 05: Access to modern energy service in all health centre

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 26 18,19,24 Goal 03: Inclusion in educational curriculum

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 27 Goal 03: Ocean and its uses

Shaba Tunde Bokma 
Multilink 28-Mar 27 77 Goal 08: Management/ regulation of human activities around the boundaries of watershed and other natural 

resources.
Silvia Sinibaldi, 
Helene 
Unterguggenberg
er

aritas Europa 
– Caritas 
Austria

28-Mar overarching
Very good draft. We would have liked to see a specific goal on the Right to Food for all, as proposed in other 
fora. Given that it is very much important to have the first goal on extreme poverty it would be worthy to have a 
second, separate one on Hunger. The following specific comments are still valid with this asset.

Silvia Sinibaldi, 
Helene 
Unterguggenberg
er

aritas Europa 
– Caritas 
Austria

28-Mar 38-39 Target 1b, 
End Hunger

Caritas Europa, the network 49 European Caritas organisations that are present in 46 countries, advocates for 
a strong “End Hunger” goal to be defined in the future Beyond 2015 Framework. 

The indicators proposed in the text are well chosen. Caritas Europa recommends that End hunger should be 
defined in the form of a real zero-goal. Global undernourishment must fall below 2% by 2030 (from currently 
12.5% worldwide) and stunting in children under 5 should be reduced from the current 26% worldwide to at 
least 5%;

Beside those indicators that are measured directly in the countries affected by hunger there is a need to define 
also indicators measuring action against international causes of hunger. Caritas Europa recommends that 
additionally to the 5 proposed indicators in the text additional indicators must show the need for action at 
different levels and should clearly define international responsibilities in the fight against hunger (EU’s principle 
on “Policy Coherence for Development”). At least the following aspects should be considered directly in the 
“End Hunger Goal” and  indicators must be defined  for action:

- Number of countries having legislation on the right to food;
- % of Official Development Assistance directly dedicated to sustainable small scale farming or nutrition 
activities;
- Indicator on land tenure, ex. Level of implementation of UN voluntary Guidelines on Land Tenure);
- Stability of cereal prices, ex. reduction of  excessive speculation on food on financial markets);
- Indicator on Climate change, ex. level of implementation of mitigation and adaptation measures;
- Reduction of food waste. 
- Indicator on Fair agricultural trade policy;

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar overarching
Sustainable development requires upgrading technology and related capabilities. While science, technology 
and innovation are ubiquitous, prioritized targets will accelerate capacity building and make gains more 
sustainable because some STI measures may be imported without actually being absorbed.

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar overarching
Since needs and capabilities are different, the development process should be made clear so countries can 
properly adapt without spreading limited resources too far. These differences should also be recognized in 
funding mechanisms because different capabilities will require different levels of capacity building.

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar overarching

Statistical indicators are quantifiable to be compared. Samples of standard data collection should be provided 
for fast, easy implementation. Best practices should also be included for guidance.

Additionally, since data collection is required for indicators, it would be good to provide plans for incremental 
stages of data collection. Since many countries lack data collection capacities, it would allow these capacities 
to be gradually augmented yet allow for immediate implementation.

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar overarching

In addition to tiers of data collection that represent geographic differences, it may be useful to provide tiered 
development maps for science & technology schemes. Many countries unrealistically plan to “leapfrog” 
technologies, when they could better implement plans with proper guidance. For instance, when considering 
ICT penetration, it may be less necessary to understand ICT penetration if electricity supply is too unstable.

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar overarching
Human resource development should be comprehensively considered. While education is necessary for a 
dynamically functioning society, it takes a long time to bear fruit. By focusing on vocational, worker training, 
shorter range goals can also be achieved.

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar overarching Comparability of data may also require translation support, which is an expense that many lower income 
countries are unable to afford.

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar overarching Stakeholders should be well considered to avoid preventable obstacles. Industry should be selectively but 
actively involved, especially in practical aspects of implementation.

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar overarching

Technology transfer is an important development tool that can be used. While indicator 100 is an important 
aspect of it, it should be given more attention. Funding to acquire technologies is a major obstacle for 
countries, obviously more so for low-income. Creative schemes should be considered to disseminate 
technologies, especially when linked to environmental goals. Aggregated licenses might be considered to 
overcome such hurdles. In addition, an ODA mechanism should also be specifically considered to help pay for 
these technologies.

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar 32 4--5 Goals should be attainable but always aspirational.

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar 32 6 Goals should be timebound and include sustainable mechanisms to support them.

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar 32 9--10 Targets can also be relative (not always absolute) to allow for differences in needs and capabilities.
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Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar 32 27 Terms like “universal healthcare coverage” should be well defined. Realistic coverage that includes basic 
healthcare for all is more feasible than comprehensive healthcare, especially for developing countries.

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar 34 1--2 Disaggregation of data should also be considered between government, industry, non-profit and academic 
sectors where necessary, i.e. STI indicators

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar 129 20-21 ICT coverage should include information on penetration and use.

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar 129 43-44 Disaggregation should also include levels of education that researchers and technicians hold to make such 
indicators more comparable across countries.

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar 130 16
While primary and secondary education is important for consumption and production in an economy, tertiary 
enrollment rates should be disaggregated into subject areas. STEM and business majors are important for 
knowledge-based economies.

Sira Maliphol
Seoul 
National 
University

28-Mar 130 21-22 GERD is important but business expenditures in R&D are also important to understand if STI capacity is to be 
sustainable.

Sofia Widforss

Stockholm 
International 
Water 
Institute

28-Mar overarching

The Stockholm International Water Institute is hereby responding to the SDSN report, Indicators for 
Sustainable Development Goals – a report by the Leadership Council of the Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network

The Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI) is a policy institute that generates knowledge and informs 
decision-making towards water wise policy and sustainable development and, through the annual World Water 
Week, provide a platform for networking and sharing of knowledge and experience on water related issues. 
SIWI is a member of the SDSN network, actively engaged in post 2015 development agenda process and the 
discussions and negotiations on possible SDGs. 

SIWI strongly believes that a dedicated water SDG will avoid fragmented and incoherent solutions. Efforts to 
combat poverty,to reduce the global burden of disease and famine, and to secure peaceful, resilient and stable 
societies depend on wisely managed water resources and well balanced allocations between uses and users.
As the global demand for freshwater is increasing rapidly, especially for provision of energy services and 
production of manufactured goods, a dedicated SDG on water is vital to harness sustained social, economic, 
financial and environmental benefits 
Water has important inter-linkages to other proposed areas within the post-2015 framework, such as health, 
energy, food, industrialisation, and gender equality. The physical world of water is closely bound up with the 
socio-political world, with water often a key factor in managing risks such as migration, epidemics, inequalities 
and political instability. (UN Water 2014)

Sofia Widforss

Stockholm 
International 
Water 
Institute

28-Mar overarching

SIWI is pleased to see that water is included within the suggested targets, but is recommending water to be 
even more prominently featured in the suggested global development agenda, through a dedicated goal on 
water. 
SIWI recommends that water’s linkage to other development areas is recognized, and water’s crucial role in 
achieving other development objectives, such as improving resilience to climate change are made more 
explicit. Water lies at the core of adaptation to climate change, and acts as the crucial link between food 
security, sustainable energy and production. 
According to the OECD Environmental Outlook 2050 report, global demands for freshwater from energy and 
industry will triple by 2050. The World Economic Forum “Global Risks 2014″ report identifies water as the third 
highest risk of global concern – for the third year in a row. 
Limited water resources are already posing a constraint to development in large parts of the world. As 
development and population growth continue the problem is increasing– as are tensions between water users. 
(UNECE 2011, FAO: http://bit.ly/1i8iJlD) The demand for water is projected to increase by 55% by 2050 
leading to a situation where 45 per cent of the global population and over 60 percent of people in the rapidly 
developing economies of the BRIICS will be living under severe water stress. (OECD 2012) Already by 2025, 
1.8 billion people will be living in countries or regions with absolute water scarcity, and two-thirds of the world's 
population could be living under water stressed conditions. (UN-Water).
SIWI strongly believes that a dedicated SDG on water would be a vital opportunity to address these challenges 
in a holistic and sustainable way. Also the outcome document from the Rio+20 conference endorses that water 
is “at the core of sustainable development as it is closely linked to a number of key global challenges”.  The 
report on Indicators for Sustainable Development by the SDSN network suggest that water and sanitation 
should be targets under other SDGs. SIWI believes that splitting water indicators across multiple goals would 
mean an unfortunate loss of opportunities for enabling efficiency and fair allocation, and significantly 
hampering the global ability to sustainably develop and reducing poverty.

Sofia Widforss

Stockholm 
International 
Water 
Institute

28-Mar Goal 1, 
target 1b

Ensuring access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services plays an important role in 
safeguarding the health and well-being of individuals and communities. Up to 50% of malnutrition is related to 
repeated diarrhea or intestinal nematode infections as a result of unclean water, inadequate sanitation or poor 
hygiene. (3rd UN World Water Development Report, 2009). Furthermore, the overall increase in the number of 
cholera cases for the decade 2000–2010 was 130 per cent (4th UN World Water Development Report, 2012). 
Almost one-tenth of the global disease burden could be prevented by improving water supply, sanitation, 
hygiene and management of water resources. Such improvements reduce child mortality and improve health 
and nutritional status in a sustainable way (3rd UN World Water Development Report, 2009). Water resources 
must be managed carefully to ensure a sustainable agriculture and food production, as well as to avoid 
environmental damage and the spread of water-borne diseases. (FAO: http://bit.ly/1i8iJlD, UN Water 2014).
SIWI hence believes that the “issues to measure” relating to intake should be complemented with indicators on 
the ability to metabolise the ingested calories, proteins and nutrients, as the response to shortfalls otherwise 
may focus on producing and providing more to take in rather than reducing the disease burden, e.g. through 
improved water, sanitation and hygiene.
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Sofia Widforss

Stockholm 
International 
Water 
Institute

28-Mar Goal 6: 
Target 6a.

SIWI welcomes the potential indicators #52 and #53, as drastically increased agricultural water productivity, 
both on the field and in the entire food supply chain, is vital to make room for projected increases in water 
demand from other parts of society. The demand for water is projected to increase by 55% by 2050. Already by 
2025, 1.8 billion people will be living in countries or regions with absolute water scarcity, and two-thirds of the 
world's population could be living under water stressed conditions.  Agriculture currently places the largest 
demand on the world's water resources; more than two-thirds of the water withdrawn is used for irrigation, but 
less than half of the water contributes to crop growth (FAO: http://bit.ly/1i8iJlD). Through stronger and smarter 
incentives for improved water use and innovative governance, it is possible to double agricultural water 
productivity. It should however be considered if water productivity rather should be measured as value of 
harvested or sold product per unit irrigation water.

For the sustainable development goals to reduce poverty- and hunger -in vulnerable countries, the central role 
of water and climate variability for food security must feature more prominently in the analysis. SIWI is 
concerned that the close inter-linkages between rain-fed agriculture, poverty, under-nutrition and subsistence 
farming is not sufficiently acknowledged and thus not efficiently addressed as central challenges. Water 
harvesting and supplementary irrigation are key within water management and an important component in 
expanding agricultural productivity gains to rain-fed areas in the tropics and subtropics. The large scale 
expansion of increased water productivity also in rain-fed agriculture is required for ending poverty and hunger 
and must therefore be considered among the issues to measure.

Sofia Widforss

Stockholm 
International 
Water 
Institute

28-Mar

Goal 7: 
Target 7c; 

Goal 8: 
Target 8a, 

8b, 8c; 

The recent IPCC findings point to changes in the water cycle and in climatic variability. (IPCC 2103) Since the 
original Rio Earth Summit in 1992 floods, droughts and storms have affected 4.2 billion people (95% of all 
people affected by disasters) and caused USD 1.3 trillion of damage (63% of all damage). (UNISDR 2012) 

Most of the impacts of climate change are expressed via the water cycle. These include long term shifts in the 
amount and frequency of precipitation as well as increased variability, which may lead to increased floods and 
droughts, challenges to food production, and difficulties in maintaining ecosystem sustainability, infrastructure 
development, and water dependent manufacturing (IPCC, 2008). 
The impact of water related hazards may exacerbate inequalities and are disproportionately borne by poor and 
vulnerable communities. It challenges food and energy production, hinders infrastructure development and 
water-dependent manufacturing as well as ecosystem preservation.

Resilient land and water management is clearly a critical strategy for climate adaptation. A less obvious but 
equally important point is that water is often a key dimension for climate mitigation as well. 
Water has the potential to serve as a bridge to support both climate adaptation and mitigation. For instance, in 
addition to capture and store carbon, reforestation and watershed management can reduce or prevent 
destructive surface runoff and debris flows from intense precipitation by stabilizing hill-slopes and promoting 
groundwater recharge. (Reducing Greenhouse Gases While Building Resilience (cont.)

Sofia Widforss

Stockholm 
International 
Water 
Institute

28-Mar

Goal 7: 
Target 7c; 

Goal 8: 
Target 8a, 

8b, 8c; 

– Cooperation Towards Climate Mitigation and Adaptation
Coherence, SIWI 2013).
Water is also a critical component in ecosystems that store and sequester carbon — increasing droughts can 
trigger massive carbon emissions through forest fires or wetland destruction.

Energy production depends on water; it is used in power generation, for cooling, extraction, transport and 
processing of fuels; and increasingly in irrigation for biofuels that need vast quantities of water to grow and 
process. Hydropower largely doesn’t consume water, but it appropriates large quantities and hence withdraws 
water from other potential uses.

While the goal to decarbonise the energy system is commendable, it is vital to also consider the water 
implications of this ambition. Several, if not all, of the currently available low-or no-carbon energy technologies 
are highly water dependant. Either in the technologies themselves, e.g. Carbon Capture and Storage that 
roughly requires twice as much water per kWh produced, or by systemic effects on the energy system, e.g. 
photovoltaics and wind, that doesn’t require water for the generation per se, but by being intermittent increases 
the demand for grid balancing power, which in a low-carbon energy system would have to be provided by 
hydropower. SIWI hence strongly suggests that goal 8, also includes indicators on the water availability for and 
water intensity of the energy sector. 

Sopa Caleb James Cook 
University 28-Mar overarching The draft looks comprehensive and is cascading which is good.

Sopa Caleb James Cook 
University 28-Mar 10 GOAL 02 How will the ‘next income level’ be determined?

Sopa Caleb James Cook 
University 28-Mar GOAL 05

There should be a target in there to accommodate policies to be relatively ‘easily’ adopted so as to be able to 
‘fend off’ influences through Trade policies on the consumption of substandard processed foods. A lot 
developing countries are tied ‘under economics’ hence they cannot effectively negotiate quality processed 
foods.

Sopa Caleb James Cook 
University 28-Mar 17 Goal 08 

Target 8a
Include the word ‘clean’. The sentence to read “Access to clean energy”. Clean equals to non-carbon energy 
which is the Goal.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar overarching
It might be possible to decrease the number of indicators if correlations and causality between indicators are 
considered. Therefore, it would be helpful if you could test the causalities among indicators and identify the 
indicators which can represent other indicators.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar overarching Perspective of addressing disparities is indispensable. Therefore, it is preferable that all proposed indicators 
concerning this issue should be kept.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar overarching

In association with the above-mentioned viewpoint, it is quite important to achieve equity and social inclusion. 
In this regard, it is recommended that some of the indicators should be disaggregated by disability, within a 
reasonable and affordable level , to mainstream disability perspectives . (e.g. ,  In addition to the indicators 20 
and 22, which are to be disaggregated by disability, indicators18, 24 and 25 may also be disaggregated.)

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar overarching Indicators which are available in existing sources should be utilized as much as possible.
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Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar 55,56

Goal 3 
Target 3b 
indicator 

20, 22

In addition to primary and secondary completion rates for boys and girls, the basic education indicators such 
as Net Enrolment Ratio(NER), survival rate to last grade should be added in the in the indicators to monitor the 
progress of the access to primary and secondary education  in various aspects. Access to secondary 
education is still challenging especially in Sub-Saharan Africa (Gross Enrolment Rate at lower secondary is 
49%).
Possible source: UNESCO Institute of Statistics HP

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar 56,57

Goal 3 
Target 3b 
Indicator 

21,23

We agree with the indicator 21 and 23 to  assess foundation  skills and  learning outcomes based on national 
benchmarks. It is very important but heavy for respective countries to define and develop their standards by 
own initiatives, considering the consistency of curriculum standards, pedagogical approaches and 
assessments. It is recommended that the capacity building of each country should be strengthened to develop 
these indicators.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar 61 Goal 4 
line4-5

In addition to gender, it is recommended that “disability” perspective should be added, such as “gender and 
disability equality”.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar 61 Goal 4 
Target 4a

“Ratification (and implementation) of CRPD”
Possible source: UN Enable Convention and Optional Protocol Signatures and Ratifications.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar 61, 129
Goal 4 

Target 4a 
line 14-15

To ensure “Equity” is equally important; therefore it is recommended to measure “women’s accessibility to 
education / its outcome” with the following indicator;
①“Tertiary female enrolment ratio”, ②“indicator 100 disaggregated by sex”. (The relative data is also applied as 
the indicator for Goal 3,Target 3c.)
Possible source: UNESCO Institute of Statistics HP (tertiary education table) for
① ,N/A for ②.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar 70
Goal 5 

Target 5a 
line 9-10

Out-of-pocket expenditure on health is not sensitive enough as a measure for financial protection. Indicator 35 
should  be replaced  with proportion of population (or the poor and the marginalized)  who experienced 
catastrophic/impoverishing medical expenditure,  or  incidence  of impoverishment due to excessive medical 
spending (which is similar to the one listed as additional indicator in p.71 line 43-45), in lined with the UHC 
monitoring framework being drafted by WHO and World Bank.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar 72
Goal 5 

Target 5a 
line 1-3

Measles immunization coverage can be easily improved by campaign, therefore is not necessarily suitable 
indicator to measure health systems performance.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar 72

Goal 5 
Target 5a 

line 34-
35, 41-43

Proportion of children/men with fever treated with anti-malarial drugs may not be relevant considering 
expanding use of rapid diagnostic test (RDT) before treatment.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar 72
Goal 5 

Target 5a 
line 38-40

Proportion of children sleeping under ITN needs to be measured in the endemic areas only, same as the 
proportion of pregnant women receiving malaria IPT.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar 92 Target 7a. 
Indicator 64

Indicator 64 (Deployment of sustainable development strategy) appropriately focuses on ending extreme urban 
poverty and improving the social and economic welfare of all urban residents. Since the strategy is not only for 
slum dwellers but also  for  the  people  living  in  the  urban,  we  suggest  to  delete  the  phrase,
 “ especially in slums” from Target 7a.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar 100 Additional 
Indicators

We expect that Disaster Risk Reduction Index should be developed as indicator and included as one of the 
significant indicators under Target 7c.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar 86&100 Indicator 
56 Further Indicators on DRR should be identified based on the “ Hyogo Framework of Action 2”.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar 100 Indicator 
56

Since the economic losses from disaster in rural area and in urban area deems different in terms of cause of 
losses. Therefore, “Indicator 56” on p100 should change to other number (i.e. “Indicator 71” and change 
following indicator numbers in turn) so as to separate from Indicator 56 on p86.

Sudo Tomonori, 
Miku Okada

Japan 
International 
Cooperation 
Agency 
(JICA)  

28-Mar 101-
109

Goal 8 
Target 8a- 

8c

Goal 8 focuses only on ‘mitigation’. However, adaptation to climate change is also important item to be 
highlighted in view of sustainable development for vulnerable country, area and  people. Therefore, adaptation 
target should  be added in Goal 8 with indicators as country specific options based on the National Adaptation 
Plans developed by each country.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar overarching

We would like to comment the SDSN for inclusion of indicators on climate and children, in particular for 
children birth registration, early childhood development index, as well as a focus on sexual and reproductive 
health rights.

Regarding sexual and reproductive health rights, we would like to see girls be more represented within the text 
through explicit inclusion of both ‘girls and women’ across reproductive health, sexual rights, violence and early 
marriage.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 9 Target 1b There is no indicator on wasting which is a key nutrition indicator and driver of child mortality and morbidity.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 9 Target 1b The indicator of stunting is appropriate and good, however the issue to which it is linked may be too narrow i.e. 
caloric protein intake is only a part of the cause of stunting.
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Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 13 Target 5b.
Indicator 38

Strongly urge an indicator on neonatal mortality is adopted in the SDGs as proposed here. Deaths in the first 
30 days of life account for more than 50% of child deaths in many regions of the world and 44% globally. This 
significant and increasing burden supports the urgency to articulate an indicator on neonatal mortality within 
measures of child mortality, as reducing preventable newborn deaths is essential for achieving the child 
survival goal (20 or fewer deaths /1,000 births).

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 13 Target 5b.
Indicator 38

An indicator on stillbirths should be included. Stillbirths were not included in the MDGs yet their impact on the 
health and wellbeing of women and families is profound and 1.2 million of these (fresh stillbirths) are often 
viable babies. There are 2.6 stillbirths annually. 1.2 million of these babies die during labour, which correlates 
strongly with targets to reduce maternal mortality and need to improve the quality of care around the time of 
birth.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 13 Targets 5b-
5c.

Adolescent specific indicators should be included within the health goals. Adolescent Birth rate should be 
specifically included as a core indicator to ensure necessary focus and attention.

Adolescents (aged 10-19) are not specifically mentioned within any core indicator (though included in some 
additional indicators). Where disaggregation by age is recommended (e.g. SRH-related indicators 15, 16, 17, 
41 etc) this should explicitly
include <20 years.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 10 Target 02a

Goal 02 refers to “achieve development within planetary boundaries”, while the “Economic development” 
indicator only refers to GNI per capita. The indicator should be expanded to reflect some measurement of 
“planetary boundary” either “CO2 emissions per capita” or “energy usage per capita” that can then be 
compared to an appropriate benchmark.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 14 Target 06 There is no indicator in relation to climate-smart agricultural practices. These should be designed and added.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 15-16 Target 07

There is no indicator for vehicle-km travelled within cities or an indicator of percentage of mode-share for green 
transport. A compact, well-designed city will have lower vehicle-km travelled and a higher percentage of green 
transport options. Reduction of vehicle-km travelled will indicate a sustainable transport system with fewer 
private cars and more public transportation, such as bus-rapid- transit systems.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 16 Target 07b There is no indicator with regards to density and multipurpose use of the urban space. This will also give us an 
indication of how sprawl a city is.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 17 Target 08a Recommend an indicator to capture the % stranded assets in the economy, since it is a very important 
indicator of level of decarbonization achieved

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 18 Target 08c At the same time that we track incentives to reduce GHG emissions, we should track the incentives to emit. 
Current fossil fuel subsidies equate to an incentive to emit of $110/tCO2 (according to IEA).

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 52 Target 5a references percent of the population with access to EmOC – this should be expanded to EmONC 
[‘N’-newborn] as facilities newborn care should be provided alongside emergency obstetric care.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 52 Teenage pregnancy to be disaggregated by marital status.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 54 Indicator 18 No mention is made of how quality will be measured. There is work underway on an indicator to measure 
quality provision as part of LMTF Phase 2.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 54 Indicator 19
MICS has serious shortcomings as a tool to measure developmental outcomes. It has a strong focus on inputs 
and some items have poor validity. LMTF Phase 2 and the WHO are both undertaking processes (aligned) that 
will produce development outcome indicators relevant to this age group.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 56 Indicator 21
We feel it is important to measure basic skills at Grade 3 as recommended by LMTF. Also it will be a challenge 
to gather consensus around an indicator for a ‘broad range’ of skills that is also sharply defined and 
meaningful. Literacy and numeracy should be measured as a minimum.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 68 17-18 As prevalence of child marriage is such an important driver of sexual and gender- based violence and poor 
reproductive health, recommend elevating to a core indicator.

Suzanne 
Fournier

Children’s 
Investment 
Fund 
Foundation 

28-Mar 72 15 Age disaggregation to include adolescent specific (15-19) as well as 20-24.

T. C. A.  Anant, P. 
Cuneo

Friend of the 
Chair 28-Mar overarching

Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment on your proposal for sustainable development indicators. 
We are writing to you on behalf of the UN Statistical Commission Friends of the Chair Group on broader 
measures of progress (FOC). This group has been tasked, among other things, to lend its support to ensure 
that a robust measurement approach is followed in the preparation of the goal, target and indicator framework 
for the post-2015 development agenda.
The community of official statisticians has been working on the measurement of sustainable development and 
human well-being for a long time, as indicated in the recent report to the Commission (E/CN.3/2014/4). We 
would like to highlight the “Recommendations for measuring sustainable development” recently adopted by the 
Conference of European Statisticians as well as the system of sustainable development indicators adopted by 
the European Union, as inputs to the elaboration of an indicator framework for sustainable development. The 
Commission itself is the intergovernmental focal point for the elaboration and review of the indicators used in 
the United Nations system and has been providing guidance and leadership in monitoring progress towards 
the Millennium Development Goals. 
As input to the OWG process and specifically concerning the identification of appropriate indicators, the 
national statistical offices participating in the FOC, in collaboration with many international organizations, have 
been producing statistical notes on all issues discussed by the OWG. These notes elaborate on measurement 
issues and the availability of statistics and methodologies for existing or possible indicators in the various 
areas and hereby inform the discussion of goals, targets and indicators for post-2015. These notes should be 
considered in the review and further development of your proposal. (cont.)
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T. C. A.  Anant, P. 
Cuneo

Friend of the 
Chair 28-Mar overarching

We view the concrete indicator proposal of the SDSN as a very useful and timely initiative in the iterative 
process of arriving to a set of sustainable development indicators for post-2015 monitoring. Some 
organizations and statistical offices might have provided you with specific feedback or might do so within the 
available time. 
We would like to provide the following general comments which in parts reiterate some of the considerations 
contained in your proposal:
1) Goals and targets have not been agreed on yet. Eventually, the target selection will shape the selection of 
indicators which need to satisfy certain quality criteria and at the same time form jointly a coherent, integrated 
and comprehensive set for the measurement of sustainability.
2) The post-2015 agenda will need to take into account national circumstances, capacities and priorities which 
will affect the indicator selection;  there may be a list of indicators for global monitoring and a list of indicators 
for national monitoring, and individual countries will only implement sub-sets of those lists;
3) The measurability of indicators will also depend on the prioritization of statistics at national level and on the 
international support for building the required national capacities – the means of implementation available for 
statistics;
4) The measurability of development indicators is often different for national and for global monitoring. National 
monitoring and ownership should form the basis for global monitoring and there should be no difference 
between both; however, in the case of the MDGs, the absence of data across all countries resulted in many 
cases in separate global monitoring efforts, frequently relying on estimates for individual countries; in some 
cases countries may not fully accept these results.
5) Measurability will also depend on the development of adequate statistical concepts, methods of data 
collection and quality improvements in the areas that are currently not well covered by existing statistics; 
(cont.)

T. C. A.  Anant, P. 
Cuneo

Friend of the 
Chair 28-Mar overarching

6) One very critical consideration and challenge for the indicator selection in the post-2015 development 
agenda will be the stated need for disaggregation by gender, age, income, location, disability etc. which has 
not been comprehensively discussed yet;
7) Indicators will have to be established at the beginning of the monitoring process; however, as the 
experience in the case of the MDGs shows, the relevance of indicators might be changing over time; as a 
consequence, the monitoring framework should allow for some flexibility over time without, of course, 
endangering continuity.
8) We fully agree and support your proposal to keep the list of indicators limited as additional indicators will 
also increase the capacity requirements and costs, potentially making their monitoring infeasible for many or 
most countries. Already, the proposed number of 100 indicators is much higher than the number of MDG 
indicators, obviously due to the increased scope of monitoring. 
9) We should point out that in the absence of a clear nationally accepted and globally coherent  monitoring 
strategy, achievements of these goals might remain a distant dream.
In order to address these challenges for indicator selection, the FOC will engage in a consultative process with 
all stakeholders, in particular countries and international organizations. In the meantime, we like to offer an 
initial assessment of the 100 indicators in terms of measurability from the national and the global monitoring 
perspective categorizing them as (A) “feasible”, (B) “feasible with effort” and (C) “very difficult/not feasible 
within the available time”. (cont.)

T. C. A.  Anant, P. 
Cuneo

Friend of the 
Chair 28-Mar overarching

Thirteen countries that are members of the FOC, three regional organisations as well as thirteen international 
organisations participated in this assessment, often providing detailed comments on some individual 
indicators.  In summary, 27 out of the 100 indicators were assessed as not feasible (rating “C”) by the majority 
of countries (50 per cent or more) that replied. A similar number of indicators were considered as not feasible 
(rating “C”) by three regional and thirteen international organisations that responded. It should also be pointed 
out that countries did not consider all indicators as relevant for their country and that some indicators were 
considered as not being subject to national compilation.
 We would like to stress that this assessment should be only considered a first response as the time available 
did not allow a more in-depth assessment. Also, the individual indicators are only assessed in respect to their 
feasibility, not in respect to their relevance, quality, cost-effectiveness or other criteria (see report of the IAEG-
MDG on “Lessons learned from MDG monitoring”). Furthermore, all indicators will need to be evaluated not 
only individually but also in the context of the goal, target and indicator framework, to ensure their coherence 
and comprehensiveness. We are looking forward to receiving the results of your exercise. 

T. C. A.  Anant, P. 
Cuneo

Friend of the 
Chair 28-Mar overarching

Summary of Country Responses on the Feasibility of SDSN "Draft Report: Indicators for Sustainable 
Development Goals available here: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B34HIFg80S_1XzE1aURJZmlud0U/edit?usp=sharing

Thomas Brooks

International 
Union for 
Conservation 
of Nature

28-Mar overarching

I’ve limited specific comments to indicators towards “Goal 9: Secure Ecosystem Services and Biodiversity, and 
Ensure Good Management of Water, Oceans, Forests and Natural Resources”. More generally, we much 
appreciate the overall formulation proposed by the SDSN, and agree with the importance of the other 
proposed goals and indicators.

Thomas Brooks

International 
Union for 
Conservation 
of Nature

28-Mar 111 and 116 Indicator 80

This is exactly the kind of application for which the Red List Index was designed, and IUCN stands ready to 
support its wide application here. We are delighted to see it included here; and strongly recommend that it be 
included as proposed. It would be useful to mention that numerous institutions support this work through the 
IUCN Red List Partnership (http://www.iucnredlist.org/partners/partners-and-technical-support).

Thomas Brooks

International 
Union for 
Conservation 
of Nature

28-Mar 111 Line 23 Change “avarians” to “birds”.

Thomas Brooks

International 
Union for 
Conservation 
of Nature

28-Mar 111 Lines 23-24
The key reference for the statement that “important gaps remain, particularly among less well studies major 
species groups, such as fungi” is “Stuart SN, Wilson EO, McNeely JA, Mittermeier RA & Rodríguez JP (2010) 
The barometer of life. Science 328: 177.”

Thomas Brooks

International 
Union for 
Conservation 
of Nature

28-Mar 111 Lines 24-25
The key reference for the statement that “sampled RLI (SRLI) can be used that is based on representative 
samples of species from taxonomic groups” is “Baillie JEM, et al. (2008) Toward monitoring global biodiversity. 
Conservation Letters 1: 18-26.”

Thomas Brooks

International 
Union for 
Conservation 
of Nature

28-Mar 111 Line 29
Add text to read “…national and global RLIs be reported by key species group, as well as globally”; the key 
reference to support this statement is “Hoffmann M, et al. (2010) The impact of conservation on the status of 
the world’s vertebrates. Science 330: 1503–1509.”

Thomas Brooks

International 
Union for 
Conservation 
of Nature

28-Mar 111-112 and 
116-117 Indicator 81

This is another very appropriate indicator, meeting the criteria of being both meaningful and pragmatic. Again, 
we are delighted to see it included here; and strongly recommend that it be included as proposed. An 
appropriate title for the indicator could be “Safeguard of important sites for biodiversity” or similar. The partners 
currently mentioned in the main text (page 112, lines 23-25), as well as IUCN should be mentioned in among 
the agencies involved (page 113, line 1).
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Thomas Brooks

International 
Union for 
Conservation 
of Nature

28-Mar 112 Line 8 The key reference here is “Ricketts TH, et al. (2005) Pinpointing and preventing imminent extinctions. 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the U.S.A. 102: 18497–18501.”

Thomas Brooks

International 
Union for 
Conservation 
of Nature

28-Mar 112 Line 10 The key reference here is “Butchart SHM, et al. (2012) Protecting important sites for biodiversity contributes to 
meeting global conservation targets. PLoS ONE 7(3): e32529.”

Thomas Brooks

International 
Union for 
Conservation 
of Nature

28-Mar 112 Lines 14-15 Delete “[Coverage of protected areas]: A simplified and non-composite version of this indicator can be 14 used 
by focusing only on the first component” – this duplicates a point made below on the same page (Lines 28-29).

Thomas Brooks

International 
Union for 
Conservation 
of Nature

28-Mar 112 Line 19 Add a sentence to clarify that “The second (protection of Important Bird Areas) and third (protection of Alliance 
for Zero Extinction sites) sub-indicators can be directly presented at national, regional, or global levels.”

Thomas Brooks

International 
Union for 
Conservation 
of Nature

28-Mar 112 Lines 41-42

The statement that “a percentage of protected area does not provide any insights on whether the area 
protected is key for securing regional biodiversity” is not correct. The proposed structure of this indicator 
(protected area coverage of important sites) is exactly designed to give insight into the importance, not just the 
area, of the sites protected.

Thomas Brooks

International 
Union for 
Conservation 
of Nature

28-Mar 110-111 and 
115-116 Indicator 79

The Ocean Health Index would be problematic as an SDG indicator, in that it is a composite index derived from 
numerous metrics, some of which are positively related to each other, some negatively, and some unrelated 
(this is recognized on page 110, lines 26-29). The problem is discussed by Branch TA, Hively DJ & Hilborn R 
(2013) Is the ocean food provision index biased? Nature 495: E5; and by Pauly D, Hilborn R & Branch TA 
(2013) Nature 494: 303–306. It would be much more appropriate to use a specific indicator, such as the 
proportion of fish stocks within safe biological limits (Indicator 83, page 116). It is also important to note that a 
number of the other proposed indicators have marine components, and so it would be wise to mention 
disaggregation by biome (terrestrial, freshwater, marine) in the introductory material (e.g., page 7, lines 4-7; 
page 8, lines 3-8).

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar overarching Indicators seem to be a mix of outputs and outcomes: is there a theory of change for each SDG? It is not 

always clear that the proposed indicator actually measures progress towards the goal (see specific comments)

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar overarching

Recognizing that finance is being discussed through another process, there appears to be a lack of 
consideration (at this stage) for how the SDGs will be funded. When will this work stream engage the finance 
work stream and when will the outcome of this be open to public consultation?

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar overarching 100 indicators are too many. To capture the public imagination and drive focus there needs to be a much 

clearer focus on fewer key indicators. 

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar overarching The structure of the goals and sub goals have moved away from the proposal of the High Level Panel and will 

make it difficult to integrate sustainable development and economic development goals.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar overarching There is a lack of consistency around targets – some goals are not given a target, some are given a target 

relative to a baseline, and some are given an absolute or numerical target. 

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar overarching Many indicators are very complicated and still to be developed in many cases.  It is also important to consider 

the cost of monitoring especially in countries with very poor capacity and statistical systems.   

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar overarching

It is worth considering overlaps between goals and indicators – e.g. is it necessary to have an indicator for 
multidimensional poverty when you have a separate indicator for different aspects of poverty.  Do school 
indicators have to be gender specific when you have gender targets and indicators? Reducing overlap would 
reduce the number of indicators and the reporting burden on developing countries.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 9 2 Are multidimensional aspects of poverty not captured by the other goals?  There is a case for keeping things 

simple and focusing only on income poverty and nutrition in goal 1.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 9 3 Is it not better having an indicator on child stunting rather than calorific intake of children?  The population 

calorific intake includes children anyway.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 9 5 Is micronutrienent intake really necessary?  Especially as there is not an existing indicator that can be used.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 9 6

“Provide enhanced support” is not a target. This needs to be made into a clear target. Also overlap between 
violence here and at page 12, 32 and page 13, 33.  The indicators are not linked to the target.  The indicators 
are largely outside the control of the international community as any target may depend on good luck as much 
as (or more than) more effective support.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 10 Goal 2 Very open and vague. Need to be very clear about what this goal is about and what will count as its 

achievement.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 10  2a Not realistic for each country to reach the next income level.  Seems an arbitrary and uneven target as some 

countries are only slightly below the next level whilst others have only just graduated from the previous level.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 10 9 What is “decent work ?” Need to define. Can be very subjective. Is this needed ?

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 10 10

The aim here is not to keep people out of informal employment, but to increase the numbers in formal 
employment.  It might be better to use the share of the labour force in formal employment?  As stated, this 
could be improved by moving people from informal employment to unemployment.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 10 2b

Changing national accounts is rather limited.  Should the goal not focus more directly on moving towards 
sustainable limits in use of resources?  However there will be credibility challenges in any such goal, but 
progress could be tracked
nevertheless.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 10 2c This is a rather convoluted goal.  It would be simpler and adequate to stick with “continuation of voluntary 

fertility reductions in countries where total fertility rates are above replacement level”.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 11 3a and 3b 3a looks at all children, 3b boys and girls. Need to be consistent. On 3b drop out rate at zero looks unrealistic.  

Is it possible to have a gender target on education?

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 12 3c Very vague. What does transition effectively mean ? Not sure why 25 measures the 3c, nor even is it a good 

indicator of investing in youth.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 12 25

Consider inclusion of an indicator on tertiary education completion rates.  Indicators on the quality of tertiary 
education also worth considering – eg. Percentage of graduates who find jobs in relevant field within a year of 
graduating.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 12 26 Does not seem to be an obvious indicator of discrimination unless you directly measure differences in birth 

registration between groups. 

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 12 28 Gender inequality in representative elections is only due to “discrimination”.  The indicator is perhaps a better 

measure of women’s political empowerment.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 12 4b . There is some overlap between 31 and 30.  It would be worth considering whether we can get enough 

information from a single indicator of inequality. 

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 12 32 and 33

Neither proposed indicator measure achievement of the target as it they only focus on aspects of gender 
violence. Either reword 4c or revise indicators.  33 would be higher in countries that generally fail to refer cases 
at all so this may not give a very good indication of overall levels of access to justice. 
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Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 12 5b

Why the mixture of two targets related to a rate, and one target related to a reduction in a rate from a 2015 
baseline?  The latter target is probably unrealistic given the growth in non communicable diseases in many 
countries? “Worldwide, noncommunicable diseases (NCD) currently represent 43% of the burden of disease 
and are expected to be responsible for 60% of the disease burden and 73% of all deaths by 2020. Most of this 
increase will be accounted for by emerging noncommunicable disease epidemics in developing countries.”  
WHO

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 14 44 Why probability of dying and not “death rate” which matches the target better.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 14 5c What is the base year for the reductions?  It may be better to focus on rates of use than reductions in rates of 

use?

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 14 49 Unlikely to be a reliable indicator for cross cultural/country comparison purposes

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 14 52 Is this not likely to vary a lot according to climatic factors like temperature and rainfall? Need to be clear about 

what exactly we are trying to achive/measure.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 15 56 Consider including loss of life and injured from natural disasters (in addition to economic issues in this indicator 

and violent deaths in another indictor).

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 15 6c Consider including financial inclusion indicator

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 16 7b Likewise consider including financial inclusion indicator

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 17 73 This will not be appropriate for most low income countries who have low levels of carbon emissions currently 

and need to increase economic output greatly.

Trevor Davies KPMG 
International 28-Mar 20 10b This is likely to prove extremely difficult to agree. Very broad coverage of a range of areas. Need to focus on a 

key point and reduce the number of indicators.

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar overarching

The members of the French Water Partnership and their international partners (UN Water, global Water 
Partnership…) are working towards a global Water Goal within the post 2015 development United Nations 
Agenda. Indeed, we consider that water is still a truly urgent issue worldwide and it is absolutely important to 
establish a goal that encompasses major aspects of water resources taking into account the management, 
conservation, and recovery of water resources in a sustainable manner in addition to universal access to safe 
drinking water and sanitation. Our major concern is that water issues will not be adequately emphasized by the 
international community if there is no global Water goal in the post 2015 Development Agenda.

However, your report is really interesting in that it promotes an integrated and inclusive view of the post 2015 
future. We think that it is an interesting approach and we would complete your proposal without asking to add a 
dedicated Water Goal.

We propose :
-        to add another Goal entitled “Access and secure essential basic services” (water, sanitation, health, 
education, decent homes, energy, transport…) because it is the main barrier to fight poverty and reduce 
inequalities worldwide. It has to be focused both on urban and rural areas.
 
-        to strengthen the question of the quality of natural resources, including water resources by reducing 
pollution from domestic, industrial, and agricultural wastewater.
Concerning this point, we underline that waste issues (solid and liquid waste) should be strengthened in the 
proposal. We strongly recommend a specific goal on this issue.

Finally we are fully satisfied that Goal 09 takes into account biodiversity, good management of water resources 
and natural resources preservation. We think that these topics are critical to the sustainable development 
worldwide.

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar overarching Concerning the semantic terms, we recommend using “basic drinking water” instead of “basic water” 

throughout the paper.

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar overarching

There is a confusion on the definition of “basic drinking water” defined in the document as an “access of 
improved water sources”.  Indeed, use water from an improved source doesn’t mean in any case that water is 
drinkable because it is just protected from outside contamination with fecal matter. Moreover this definition 
does not consider the quality or reliability of the service.

The problem is that current MDG monitoring does not measure whether water accessed through such an 
improved source is also potable or fit for human consumption. Often water that is from an “improved source” is 
not potable. According to this definition, in reality, probably half of humanity does not have satisfactory access 
to drinking water.

Therefore, we strongly recommend using the term of “safe drinking water” which means people have 
sustainable and continuous access to uncontaminated water. Uncontaminated water refers to water which 
respects the quality criteria and measure of the WHO in Eschericia Coli. Sustainable and continuous access 
means that households have access to sufficient, acceptable, physically and accessible water for essential 
personal and domestic uses. (cont.)

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar overarching

We propose the following indicators on basic drinking water and sanitation :
·       % of population having access to uncontaminated water* at less than 30 minutes away from their 
household, including queuing 
·       % of the concerned population having access to uncontaminated water in schools, health centres and in 
workplaces
·       % of the concerned population having access to hygiene facilities at their household, schools, health 
centres and workplaces 
·       % of concerned population having access to adequate sanitation facilities at their household, schools, 
health centres and workplaces
·       % of population practicing open defecation 
·       % of the concerned population having access to uncontaminated water, toilets, and hygiene, in public 
places and institutions in disaster situations (market areas, hospital, medical centres, feeding centres, 
reception/transit centres, schools, offices) ***
·       % of population using functional and sustainable services of water and sanitation
·       % of the most vulnerable population using functional and sustainable services of water and sanitation

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar overarching

We noticed that there were no indicators on hygiene issues. However this is strongly interdependent of 
improvement of living condition of people, especially for access to water and sanitation. We would advise to 
take into account hygiene issues (population having access to hygiene facilities at their household, schools, 
health centres and workplaces) in indicators on water and sanitation.
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Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar overarching

The importance of water in the matter of disaster risks should be strengthened. On one hand, water is directly 
linked to peace and security. Water insecurity can generate widespread social and political instability and water 
stress may well contribute to instability and state failure and even expand to regional tensions or conflicts 
particularly when combined with poverty, social tensions, environmental degradation, ineffectual leadership, 
and weak political institutions.

One the other hand, it is critical to develop plans and strategies to improve the resilience of populations at risk 
of water related natural disasters, floods and droughts. The French Water Partnership would recommend 
strengthening disaster risks reduction issues, including water related disasters.
Proposition of core indicators to improve the resilience of populations at risk of water related natural disasters, 
floods and droughts:
% of population with access to effective early warning systems
% of most at risk population benefitting from plans and strategies to reduce vulnerability and exposure to water 
related natural disasters, floods and droughts
% of loss of life from water related natural disasters, floods and droughts
% of economic  loss due to water related natural disasters, floods and droughts

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar overarching

Pollution and waste issues has been the poor relative of development policies in recent years and these issues 
deserve greater attention in the document.  We have been surprised that there were any indicator or focus on 
waste management whereas waste issues appear in the title of the target 8b. All components of the waste 
management (collection, storage, treatment, use of waste…) should be taken into account. This point could be 
linked to the Goal 09 on securing ecosystem services and biodiversity.

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar overarching

Wastewater management is one of the main challenge post-2015 and we are satisfied that wastewater 
treatment is taking into account in the indicator 69  because tensions over the quality of water due to lack of 
sanitation and domestic, agricultural, and industrial pollution are increasingly stronger. Effectively, 90% of 
wastewater in developing countries is discharged untreated into rivers, lakes, and coastal areas with cities 
concentrating greater health and environmental problems.
We intend the following indicators of progress already used by UNEP:
·       %  of urban wastewater pollution eliminated by wastewater treatment processes  (compared to the 
pollution produced), before its release in the natural environment  in dry weather
·       % of urban sewage sludge safely recovered and reused
·       % of industrial wastewater pollution (individual or collective facilities) eliminated by wastewater treatment 
processes (compared to the pollution produced) before its release in the natural environment
Nevertheless, wastewater treatment is both urban and rural issue. That is the reason why we advise to take 
into account rural wastewater treatment, by completing the Goal 06 with an indicator on waste management. 
We propose 2 indicators for rural areas:
·       % of rural domestic wastewater pollution (individual or collective facilities) treated before their release in 
the natural environment
·       % of livestock pollution (individual or collective facilities) eliminated by wastewater treatment processes 
(compared to the pollution produced) before its release in the natural environment

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar overarching We are fully satisfied that there is a slum and informal settlements awareness in the Goal 07.

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar overarching

While the fight of violence against women is a very important aspect of gender equality, gender issues should 
not be addressed only on this aspect (Target 4c). Indeed, we consider that gender equality is also about the 
defense of women's rights, the participation of women in the labor market, the ability for a woman to work and 
to generate income activities, etc.

In this regards gender is particularly relevant for water and sanitation as tasks related to transporting, storing, 
and using water are generally performed by women and girls affecting, for the latter, their education. They also 
perform most of the tasks related to sanitation facility maintenance and hygiene education. Although their role 
as users is now widely recognised they are still insufficiently involved in decisions on integrated water 
resources management at all levels. 

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar overarching

Address the matter of transboundary rivers is very ambitious and we totally agree with this position. France 
has been promoted Integrated Water Resources Management since 1960’s, stressing the importance of 
involving all stakeholders within a same basin area and providing tools to understand and monitor better water 
resources. Nevertheless we have been chosen to address the issue of international water resources 
management through a “realistic approach” because we are aware that a transboundary management of rivers 
approach could be slow down some countries to commit themselves on an ambitious international water 
resources management agreement. We are concerned that this objective could block negotiations and delete 
all reference of transboundary water management. That is why we prefer talking about water resources 
management “at the appropriate territorial level”, knowing that the better way to implement this water 
management is Integrated Water Resources Management.  

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar overarching

According to a special reporter of the UN, about 272 millions of schools days have been lost due to a lack of 
water and sanitation.  Water, sanitation and hygiene issues are at the core of sustainable development, 
including education issues. We propose to incorporate these key issues on the Goal 3.

Additional core indicators:
·       % of the concerned population having access to uncontaminated water in schools, health centres and in 
workplaces
·       % of the concerned population having access to hygiene facilities at their household, schools, health 
centres and workplaces 
·       % of concerned population having access to adequate sanitation facilities at their household, schools, 
health centres and workplaces

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 36 Line 5 & 6 Confusion on the “basic drinking water” definition (see overarching comment 3)

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 37 L23 to 26 Confusion on the “basic drinking water” definition (see overarching comment 3)

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 43 9

Additional Core indicators (proposition) :
-        % of population with access to effective early warning systems 
-        % of most at risk population benefitting from plans and strategies to reduce vulnerability and exposure to 
water related natural disasters, floods and droughts
-        % of loss of life from water related natural disasters, floods and droughts
-        % of economic  loss due to water related natural disasters, floods and droughts

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 54 Line 39 According to us, this indicator is fully relevant

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 69 24

We think that add an indicator on water-related diseases in the same way as the mental health indicator 
(indicator 37) would be relevant because a lack of access to water and sanitation is the first cause of mortality 
in the world.
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Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 83 52

This indicator should reveal that food security cannot be achieved without good preservation, mobilisation, and 
use of water resources in a sustainable development approach. It requires successfully adapting agriculture to 
climate change and global changes. It also requires consolidating the rights of vulnerable rural populations by 
ensuring them equitable access to agricultural water. This includes helping small world farming to better 
manage water resources to both increase food availability and rural income. 
Additional propositions for this indicator:
-        Improving water efficiency
-        Adding an aspect of governance of agricultural water at the appropriate territorial level
-        Adding a focus on the water resources (quantitative and qualitative approach)
-        Reducing overexploitation of water resources (groundwater resources overexploited (km3/year) and 
exploited resources from non-renewable resources)
-        Mobilising or producing new resources (storage, reuse of treated wastewater) 
-        Reducing the loss of irrigated agricultural land to other developments 
-        Reducing the current rate of loss of land through water erosion (bad water and soil conservation) and 
salinization

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 86 56 The importance of water in the matter of disaster risks should be reinforced (see overarching comment 5)

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 87 57 Confusion on the “basic drinking water” definition (cf. overarching comment 3)

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 88 58

We think that talking about « improved sanitation facilities” is insufficient. Existence and functionality of 
sanitation services and availability of appropriate sanitation facilities in homes (less than 20 people), schools, 
and health centres for less than thirty people could be completed this indicator. We would also propose to add 
a really important point on the open defecation practice because today, 1.1 billion people have no other choice 
than open defecation according UNSGAB.

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 91 63

We think that an indicator on access and secure basic essential services (water, hygiene, sanitation, 
education, decent homes, energy…) is more relevant than an indicator on urban population living with incomes 
below national extreme poverty line.  We regret that the poverty is only taking into consideration as a lack of 
money, whereas the Goal 1 has a multidimensional approach on the poverty. In slums and informal 
settlements, poverty is not only monetary, but also in terms of deprivation across 3 dimensions: health, 
education and living standards according to the Multi-Dimensionnal Poverty Index. An indicator on basic 
access services in slums and informal settlements could be avoiding these biases.

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 94 57 Confusion on the “basic drinking water” definition (See overarching comment 3)

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 94 7b

Solid waste collection must appear more clearly in the global objectives instead of into an indicator (See 
overarching comment 6) on resilient cities. Moreover, the collection is only a part of the waste management, 
which has to be completed by treatment, storage, reuse of waste… We recommend a focus on both liquid and 
solid waste.
We also propose indicators on wastewater management (See overarching comment 7)

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 86 56 It should be relevant to have an indicator on waste management in rural areas, including waste water 

management (see overarching comment 6).

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 98 69 This indicator is very relevant. Therefore, it has to be also valid and effective  in rural areas.  

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 101 8a It should be relevant to complete this indicator with inputs on renewable energies, including hydropower which 

is the main worldwide renewable energy today.

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 106 77

The target 8b is about reducing non-energy related emissions of greenhouse gases through improved 
practices in agriculture, forestry, waste management, and industry ». We have been surprised that there were 
no indicator on waste management treatment and valorisation whereas it appears in the title.  (cf. overarching 
comment 6)

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 110 Target 9a We intend to add wetlands to ecosystems list.  

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 118 85

This indicator needs to be completed because it doesn’t take into account sustainable water governance 
(quantity and quality) and the fairly share water between uses (human, productive and environmental).   We 
intend the following indicators of progress already up and running:

1.     Reduce overexploitation of water resources and increase their mobilisation respecting a sustainable 
development approach.
 Indicators of progress
•               % of groundwater resources overexploited (km3/year). 
•               % of exploited resources from non-renewable resources
•               %  domestic treated and reused wastewater 

Indicators of monitoring
·       % of exploited resources in comparison to renewable and available surface and groundwater  resources ( 
exploitation index for renewable resources) **
·       % of storage ( at the surface or by artificial groundwater recharge)** (cont.)

Valette Heloise French Water 
Partnership 28-Mar 118 85

2.     Water efficiency (total and per sector) 
Indicators of progress
·       Water efficiency index, total and by sector **: domestic, agricultural and industrial sector.
The related indicators are based on the water efficiency index defined by the Plan Bleu (Bleu Plan/UNEP). This 
index tracks the efforts made in terms of water savings through demand management by reducing losses and 
waste during transport and use. It is divided into sectorial efficiencies:  drinking water, agriculture, industry. 
·       % of  areas  equipped  with modern irrigation systems compared to all irrigation perimeters 

3.      Preservation of aquatic ecosystems and biodiversity
Indicators of progress
% of endangered aquatic species
% of length of  protected and rehabilitated waterways 
% of wetlands areas compared to the year of reference of 2000
% of transitional waters, rivers, lakes,  coastal waters and groundwater respecting national quality standards. 
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Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla

Eurostat, 
European 
Commission

28-Mar overarching

Territorial information: In order to provide sufficient data to measure progress towards the sustainable 
development goals, and especially goals 6 and 7, indicators should be measured also at sub-national regional 
level to the extent possible. Indicators, for which harmonised data is already available at sub-national level, 
should be measured at sub-national regional level and for urban and rural areas. Indeed, differences between 
urban and rural areas and between regions within a country are often larger than average differences among 
countries. 

In this perspective, global methodological alignment of urban-rural classifications like the Degree of 
Urbanisation (EC/OECD) would be needed. 

Eurostat indicators are available at the ESS national level; moreover several important indicators are available 
at sub-national level according to the NUTS classification of regions, the Urban-rural typology and the Degree 
of Urbanisation.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla

Eurostat, 
European 
Commission

28-Mar overarching
Monitoring cycle: The SDNS proposal would have direct implications for National Statistical Institutes (NSIs). In 
particular, the report suggests that national SDGs should operate on an annual cycle with annual data 
submitted as early as the beginning of the following year.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla

Eurostat, 
European 
Commission

28-Mar overarching

Deciding on the frequency of monitoring should be based on weighing the benefits to the resources needed.  
Annual monitoring might be expensive to carry out and should only be suggested if there are clear advantages 
to making it biennial. Biennial monitoring proved sufficient and resource efficient in the experience of European 
countries. 

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla

Eurostat, 
European 
Commission

28-Mar overarching

Data release: In the light of Eurostat experience, harmonization of data release across different statistical 
fields, which is needed for an annual cycle of monitoring (data available shortly after reference year) appears 
challenging. Economic, social and environmental statistics have distinctively different characteristics and 
harmonization across these domains seems feasible only in the long-term.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla

Eurostat, 
European 
Commission

28-Mar overarching
Capacity building: Even though the report calls for investments in national statistical systems, details of the 
financing mechanism and timelines need to be further elaborated. Only having a very concrete proposal for 
financing will make the monitoring proposed by the SDSN possible.  

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla

Eurostat, 
European 
Commission

28-Mar overarching
Data collection:  Eurostat suggest putting emphasis on data collection carried out by NSIs. In Europe, data 
collections are under the responsibility of national statistical systems that operate using harmonized 
methodologies.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla

Eurostat, 
European 
Commission

28-Mar overarching
In areas where common methodology has not been established yet, Eurostat recommends that specialized 
agencies should collaborate with NSIs in developing standards. Data collection however should be done by 
NSIs and not by specialized agencies.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla

Eurostat, 
European 
Commission

28-Mar overarching

Roles and responsibilities in monitoring SDGs: At national level, monitoring should be integral part of national 
strategies of delivering SDGs. NSIs play an important role in monitoring sustainable development progress in 
Europe. This monitoring includes providing data as well as drawing up analysis and assessment of progress.  
Eurostat suggests that national SDG monitoring should build on this practice.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla

Eurostat, 
European 
Commission

28-Mar overarching
At international level, roles attributed to regional agencies (UNCECE, UNESCAP…) and the UNSD should be 
clarified. The UNSD has developed substantial expertise with the MDGs. Regional agencies and the UNSD 
should work together with specialized agencies in the preparation of the Annual SDG Report.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla

Eurostat, 
European 
Commission

28-Mar overarching

Quality of data: Eurostat suggests including a balanced judgment of quality of data from different sources. 
Currently, the text is excessively critical on statistical data (page 5 line 29) without making a balanced judgment 
of data stemming from other sources. Data from official statistics has a high quality in comparison to other 
sources. Eurostat would welcome if this was made clearer in the text.  

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla

Eurostat, 
European 
Commission

28-Mar overarching

New information needs: The report proposes the establishment of new information gathering systems and 
development of new indicators. Eurostat’s perspective is that the development of new indicators is a serious 
challenge and that priority should be given to assessing the feasibility of using existing indicators. Moreover, 
new indicators should go through a phase of testing in which they are clearly labeled as experimental, before 
being acquiring the same quality status as established indicators. Assessing the quality of such data and 
indicators should be a priority. Bad quality data can only lead to bad decisions.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla

Eurostat, 
European 
Commission

28-Mar overarching Criteria for selection of indicators: The report would benefit from listing more elaborate criteria for selection of 
indicators.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla

Eurostat, 
European 
Commission

28-Mar overarching Detailed comments to the individual indicators proposed in the SDSN report will follow in the next days.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 1

The European Statistical System (ESS) adopted a relative rather than absolute measure of poverty, as this is 
more appropriate for European countries.
Availability of detailed territorial information in the ESS: NUTS 1 and 2 and DEGURBA levels.

NUTS = Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics
DEGURBA = degree of urbanization. Classification of all municipalities into three categories: densely 
populated, intermediate density and thinly populated areas. 

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 2

The ESS measures multidimensional poverty through its indicator AROPE (At Risk of Poverty or Social 
Inclusion). The ESS adopted a relative rather than absolute measure of poverty, as this is more appropriate for 
European countries. Availability of detailed territorial information in the ESS: NUTS 1 and 2 and DEGURBA 
levels.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 7 Eurostat collects data on both persons granted refugee status and persons granted subsidiary protection 

status. Measurement of internally displaced people is not available.
Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 10 Data for this indicator is not available in Eurostat.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 11 An indicator on the quality of employment is under development.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 12

Eurostat indicator Gross nutrient balance in agricultural land-nitrogen (resp. phosphorus) can be used from a 
loss-to-environment point of view.  Reactive nitrogen is part of an OECD action to create a nitrogen balance on 
national level. In addition, it would be important to develop an indicator on sustainable recycling of phosphorus 
as its treatment in sewage waste makes it not reusable.  There is a need to separate the nitrogen and 
phosphorus fluxes, because they behave in a completely different manner. 

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 15 Availability of detailed territorial information in the ESS: NUTS 3 and by urban and rural typology.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 18 Availability of detailed territorial information in the ESS: NUTS 2 level.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 19 In the ESS the Survey on Income and Living Conditions (EU SILC) collects variables on child development. No 

single index is compiled. 
Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 22 Availability of detailed territorial information in the ESS: NUTS 2 level.
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Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 24

Eurostat compiles the indicator Young people not in employment and not in any education and training (NEET). 
In addition, for measuring youth participation in the labour force, Eurostat has data on the activity rate of 
population 15-24 down to NUTS 2 level.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 25 Availability of detailed territorial information in the ESS: NUTS 2 level.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 28 In Eurostat, several  proxies for gender discrimination are available: e.g. employment gender gap, gender pay 

gap.
Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 30 The proposed indicator can be obtained from data collected through the EU Survey on Income and Living 

Conditions (SILC). Availability of detailed territorial information in the ESS: NUTS 1 and 2 levels.
Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 35 The total expenditure on health care should consider "current expenditure on health care" only and not the 

invested capital because of reasons of higher data comparability and quality. 
Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 36 Available in European Core Health Indicators (ECHI).

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 40 Availability of detailed territorial information in the ESS: NUTS 3 level.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 41 HIV mortality is available in Eurostat health statistics database, prevalence available in European Core Health 

Indicators (ECHI).

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 43

In Eurostat, availability of data about causes of death, by age and sex (standardized death rate). Breakdown 
available for 65 causes, including tuberculosis. Availability of detailed territorial information in the ESS:  NUTS 
2 level.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 44

In Eurostat, availability of data about causes of death, by age and sex (standardized death rate). Breakdown 
available for 65 causes, including the most important chronic diseases.  Availability of detailed territorial 
information in the ESS:  NUTS 2 level.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 49

The compilation of SDIs should be under the responsibility of official statistical institutes rather than private 
companies. 

According to OECD guidelines, Eurostat proposes to have two different indicators for subjective well-being: 
'Evaluative Wellbeing' (to be compiled yearly) and 'Affects'. 

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 51 Interpretation of this indicator is questionable as it depends on a variety of environmental factors, including 

weather conditions.
Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 52 In Eurostat’s experience it proves more efficient to gather information on the irrigable and irrigated areas, the 

source of the water and the irrigation system.
Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 53 Good indicator, Eurostat agrees it should be developed.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 54 Data could be taken from the UNFCCC report (LULUCF component).

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 55 Eurostat has data on soil erosion by water  based on modelling by the European Commission Joint Research 

Centre.
Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 56 On-going work in the European Environmental Agency (EEA).

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 57

Rural population: In the ESS data not explicitly available for rural areas, however data is available at the NUTS 
2 level of territorial classification.   

Urban population:  availability of proxy Population connected to public water supply at the city level of territorial 
classification.  

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 58

Rural population: in the ESS data not explicitly available for rural areas, however data is available at the NUTS 
2 level of territorial classification.   

Urban population: availability of proxy Population connected to urban wastewater treatment plants with at least 
secondary treatment 

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 60 In Eurostat, availability of proxy Households with broadband access, including fixed and mobile connections, at 

NUTS 2 and DEGURBA levels of territorial classification.
Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 63 Availability of detailed territorial information in the ESS: DEGURBA level.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 64

Data not available in Eurostat. Data which is relevant to the proposed indicator can be obtained by the 
participants in the Reference Framework for Sustainable Cities, a joint initiative of the European Commission, 
EU Member States and European organizations of local governments to assist cities to improve sustainability.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 66 In Eurostat, availability of proxies Municipal waste generation and management by type of treatment method 

and Coverage rate of municipal waste collection (%) on national level by NUTS 2 regions.  

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 69

In Eurostat, availability of proxy indicator Population connected to urban wastewater treatment with at least 
secondary treatment. This indicator does not address the wastewater flows (volumes) but addresses the 
general level of wastewater treatment as well. EU standards given by Directive 91/271/EEC on the treatment 
of urban wastewater.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 70 Availability of data at city level.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 81 The closest proxy indicator available in Eurostat is Sufficiency of sites designated under the EU Habitats 

directive. 

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 83

The indicator of ICES Fish catches from stocks outside safe biological limits lacks clarity, transparency and 
stability. A promising alternative is the development of a proxy which takes into account the total fish catches 
(with a breakdown for Pelagic, Demersal and Benthic species) and the Fishing fleet power. 

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 85 In Eurostat, availability of proxy indicator Surface and groundwater abstraction as a share of available 

resources (% of available surface and groundwater resources) at NUTS 2 level of territorial classification.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 99

In the ESS relevant data is obtained through the annual survey on ICT (Information and Communication 
Technologies) usage in households and by individuals. Availability of detailed territorial information in the ESS 
down to the NUTS 2 and DEGURBA levels.

Vittorio Perduca, 
Viktoria Bolla Eurostat 28-Mar 100

In Eurostat, the sustainable development indicator in the R&D theme is Gross domestic expenditure on R&D 
as % of GDP. The indicator Total R&D personnel by sectors of performance, occupation and sex not only 
include researchers and technicians but other supporting staff as well. Availability of detailed territorial 
information in the ESS:  NUTS 2 level.

William J Keenan

International 
Pediatric 
Association 
(IPA)

28-Mar overarching The IPA is in strong support of the SDSN agenda. This includes the emphasis on Early Child Development and 
the rights statement. The right statement should be expanded to specially include children.

William J Keenan

International 
Pediatric 
Association 
(IPA)

28-Mar overarching Added focus is required for the health and wellbeing of adolescents.
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William J Keenan

International 
Pediatric 
Association 
(IPA)

28-Mar 26 We strongly recommend the universal registration of all births and deaths. Children who are not counted, don’t 
count!

William J Keenan

International 
Pediatric 
Association 
(IPA)

28-Mar 36 Change to “universal compliance with recommended childhood immunizations.”

William J Keenan

International 
Pediatric 
Association 
(IPA)

28-Mar 44  add focus of NDC prevention and management for children and adolescents. Most effective and efficient 
approach to lessen the NCD burden now and in the future.

William J Keenan

International 
Pediatric 
Association 
(IPA)

28-Mar 38-42

Indicators 38 to 42: use a child mortality rate of 25 per 1000 LB. Use a neonatal mortality rate of 9 per 1000 
LB. Add the indicator of “ trained and equipped birth attendants at the birth of every baby”. Add an indicator for 
the reduction of stillbirths.  Both the stillbirth and neonatal mortality rates stand in front of a huge burden of 
injured children with life long disability. Much is preventable.

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar overarching The law/police force/judiciary are frequently mentioned in the ‘key issues to measure for the target’: they 
should also be referenced in the indicators.

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar overarching Goal 1c - There’s a need for an indicator about the availability of court justice and its effectiveness in dealing 
with violent crime.

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar overarching
Goal 2 - The indicators are very numbers based (i.e. birth rates). There should be an indicator which concerns 
how many countries impose binding obligations regarding planetary boundaries, for example the UK’s Climate 
Change Act requiring carbon emissions to be cut 80% by 2050.

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar overarching
Goal 4 - Out of the outlined additional indicators, we propose adding an indicator about the gender pay gap. 
Although gender seems to be an important component of Goal 4, the current indicators will not capture 
progress made towards gender equality.  

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar overarching Goal 4 - Is about equality; therefore the indicators should include the passing of laws relating to rights and 
equality.  

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar overarching Goal 4a - Contains an indicator regarding how many states have ratified various treaties and codes. The 
ratification of appropriate treaties and codes should permeate all of the goals and their indicators.

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar overarching Goal 4a – The passing of key anti-discrimination legislation should be an indicator.

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar overarching Goal 9a, b and c all reference legislation and systems, therefore legislation and systems should be apparent in 
the indicators.

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar 15 16
This indicator focuses on the family and society, yet legal frameworks also have an impact (positive and 
negative) on access to birth control, such as laws limiting access to contraception. Such legal frameworks 
need to be referenced in the indicator.

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar 61 26 A legal framework needs to be in place in order for births to be registered; therefore legal frameworks should 
be incorporated into this indicator. 

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar 63 29 The ILO is responsible for measuring this indicator and reviewing reporting mechanisms. A third party should 
be involved to ensure transparency of the process.  

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar 65 33 This indicator should include victim support services including trained police officers, including female staff.

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar 67 33

This indicator does not fully take into account whether domestic violence laws are in existence. Even if such 
laws are in place, people need to have access to them: physically, culturally and financially. Traditional justice 
systems can be a barrier in themselves, for example victims being married off to their abusers. This indicator 
needs to incorporate the progress which is being made to overcoming such barriers.

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar 124 91 This indicator should reference the legal frameworks which need to be in place in order to reduce corruption, 
such as anti-bribery acts. 

Yasmin Batliwala A4ID 28-Mar 126 95 This indicator needs to take into account governments making their commitment to meeting the ODA target 
(0.7%) legally binding or at least to identify ring fence funding against for example austerity cuts.

Antonia Wulff Education 
International 31-Mar overarching

The goal and the targets promote a rather narrow and instrumentalist view of education, which results in a 
skewed perspective throughout the text. We propose alternative wording for the goal, which is, “Ensure 
universal free quality education”. The targets and indicators for our proposed goal are as follows:

Target 1a: By 2030, every child completes a full cycle of continuous, free quality early childhood, primary, lower 
and upper secondary education.  

Target 1b: By 2030, all young people and adults have equitable access to quality post-secondary education 
and lifelong learning.   

Indicators
• Percentage of children and young people who participate in and complete early childhood, primary, lower and 
upper secondary education and who demonstrate learning achievement broadly- defined, determined through 
multiple measures consistent with appropriate national standards, disaggregated by at least disability, ethnicity, 
gender, and socio-economic status;
• Percentage of children and young people taught by trained and qualified teachers with an appropriate student 
to qualified teacher ratio;
• Percentage of educational institutions that have safe and adequate infrastructure, accessible facilities, 
resources and learning materials for all students;
• Percentage of educational institutions that have adequate numbers of qualified education support personnel, 
as well as food, transport, health and psychological services;
• Breadth of curriculum, including gender-sensitive, non-discriminatory content, teaching resources and 
materials reaching beyond literacy and numeracy to include global citizenship and life skills content;
• Percentage of literate young people and adults, disaggregated by at least disability, gender, ethnicity, and 
socio-economic status, among others; (cont.) 
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Antonia Wulff Education 
International 31-Mar overarching

Target 2: By 2030, sustained and sufficient financing is in place to guarantee free quality education for all.

Indicators
• At least 6 % of GDP, 20 % of national budgets and 10 % of official development assistance is invested in 
education;
• Percentage of publicly financed and regulated educational institutions that do not charge fees and are not for 
profit;
• Existence and financing of mechanisms to enable teacher, student and civil society participation in education 
policy-making.

As for the SDSN targets, Education International is particularly concerned about target 3c. Securing 
employment for young people goes well beyond the remit of formal education and therefore it is worth 
questioning whether this target fits under the education goal at all. It would be more relevant to have a target 
on post-secondary education, including vocational education and training. 

We also want to underline that while international benchmarks have some utility for tracking progress globally, 
it is essential that this does not undermine the role of national governments in setting contextually appropriate 
national education policies, priorities and definitions of quality in a consultative way with their citizens.

Antonia Wulff Education 
International 31-Mar 53 25

The indicator does not reflect the breadth of the target but limits early childhood education to 1 year of pre-
primary education.

Replace indicator with: Proportion of children aged 0-5 in quality early childhood programs

Antonia Wulff Education 
International 31-Mar 54 4 Considering the impact of socio-economic background as well as location, we suggest adding disaggregation 

by socio-economic background and location in addition to sex.

Antonia Wulff Education 
International 31-Mar 54 7--9

We fully agree with the limits of this indicator, and would therefore propose that an indicator on quality early 
childhood education is added:  Proportion of children aged 0-5 in quality early childhood programs with safe 
and adequate infrastructure and sanitation, accessible facilities, and appropriate resources and learning 
materials

Antonia Wulff Education 
International 31-Mar 54 13-21 The aim of early childhood education is much broader than school readiness, and children aged 36-59 months 

should not be assessed. We propose deleting this indicator.

Antonia Wulff Education 
International 31-Mar 54 34

Considering the proportion of private early childhood education institutions and how inaccessible it currently is, 
especially for marginalized groups, we suggest adding an indicator: Percentage of early childhood education 
institutions that are publicly financed and regulated, do not charge fees and are not for profit

Antonia Wulff Education 
International 31-Mar 55, 57 14, 2

We support an emphasis on both completion rates  and access. As the aim must be to guarantee a full cycle of 
continuous quality education, we propose that indicators 20 and 22 are merged into one single indicator on 
completion of primary and secondary education. 

This indicator must include disaggregation according to at least disability, ethnicity, gender, socio-economic 
status and location.

Antonia Wulff Education 
International 31-Mar 56, 57 2, 29 Again, we propose that indicators 21 and 23 are merged into one single indicator that includes both primary 

and secondary education.

Antonia Wulff Education 
International 31-Mar 58 13

The indicators neglect the very inputs and processes that are necessary for any learning to take place. 
Education International therefore proposes the following additional indicators for target 3b:
26. Percentage of children and young people taught by trained and qualified teachers with an appropriate 
student to qualified teacher ratio
24. Breadth of curriculum, including gender-sensitive, non-discriminatory content, teaching resources and 
materials reaching beyond literacy and numeracy to include global citizenship and life skills content
25. Percentage of educational institutions that have safe and adequate infrastructure, accessible facilities, 
resources and learning materials for all students
27. Percentage of educational institutions that have adequate numbers of qualified education support 
personnel, as well as food, transport, health and psychological services
28. Percentage of primary and secondary education institutions that are publicly financed and regulated, do not 
charge fees and are not for profit
29. Existence and financing of mechanisms to enable teacher, student and civil society participation in 
education policy-making

Antonia Wulff Education 
International 31-Mar 60 4 Add indicator on adult literacy: Percentage of literate and numerate young people and adults, disaggregated by 

at least disability, gender, ethnicity, and socio-economic status

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar overarching

We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments to the Sustainable Development Solutions Network draft 
document ‘Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals’ of 14 February 2014.
Our comments include a number of general observations and comments, as well as some more specific 
suggestions along the lines of the UNFPA Proposals for Post-2015, Empowering People to Ensure a 
Sustainable Future for All 
(http://unfpa.org/webdav/site/global/shared/documents/news/2013/Post%202015%20Position%20Paper.pdf for 
further reference).

I.General remarks:

In your draft document we see positive elements, as well as some important issues to comment on.

First, we need to understand better your approach to framing these proposed indicators. For example:
• This draft does not fully differentiate between levels (or types) of indicators, each of which has practical 
challenges: (1) input/structure (e.g., removal of legal barriers to SRH services for adolescents and youth), (2) 
effort/process (e.g., quality of SRH information and services for adolescents and youth), or (3) outcome/impact 
(e.g., adolescent birth rate). The OHCHR differentiates structure, process and impact indicators, with impact 
indicators being easiest to monitor. Clear identification of the level of each proposed indicator, which reflects 
practical sequencing of and the relationships among actions, helps each actor to determine what they need to 
do, when.
• There are a number of agreed processes on a number of indicators and it would be good to reflect these. 
They include the Commission on Information and Accountability for Women’s and Children’s Health (part of the 
UN SG’s strategy Every Woman, Every Child) [note 1], the UNAIDS and Lancet Commission: Defeating AIDS 
– Advancing Global Health [note 2] , and the discussion paper Universal Health Coverage Framework: 
Monitoring Results, by WHO and the World Bank [note 3].
• We recommend looking at these indicators along the lines of the Post 2015 principles, including mutual 
accountability. (cont.)
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Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar overarching

Second, we look forward to the further discussions you suggest with relevant institutions, including 
consultations during 2014 ‘to determine the feasibility of an annual data cycle for each indicator’ (p. 7). At the 
same time, we are conscious that countries also collect and will own and use the data. They should be the first 
assessors of the feasibility of gathering and analyzing these data, including on an annual basis, and we would 
be very happy to contribute to this, particularly in the areas of targets 02.c, 03b, 03c, 04a, 04c, 05a, 05b, 07a, 
and 10b.

Third, while we appreciate that the list of indicators must be of reasonable length, we believe that the holistic 
approach of An Action Agenda for Sustainable Development can be better reflected in a final list of indicators, 
which must somehow reflect inter-linkages between sectors, and also encompass human rights, including the 
sexual and reproductive health and rights of women, adolescents and youth. The several overarching 
suggestions below aim to support your work from this perspective (Section II of this letter provides some 
specific detail):

1. The emphasis on lowering fertility, though voluntarism is stressed, should be changed to achieving sexual 
and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), and moved to the sections on health and on gender 
empowerment. This suggestion emphasizes human rights as agreed in the ICPD and many times since. Health 
and human rights protection (rather than population control) should be the objective, and the text should avoid 
any misunderstandings about this. From the ICPD perspective, SDSN Goal 02 should have targets concerned 
with the quality and nature of production and consumption patterns, not the number of people who are 
consuming.
2. SRHR encompasses much more than contraceptive use and this must be reflected in the indicators as 
suggested below. Regarding HIV, the proposed indicators could be strengthened on the basis of existing 
indicators as well as relevant research. In addition, we would have liked to have seen more of a life-cycle 
approach/continuum of care.
3. The proposed indicators also need to address the rights and empowerment of adolescents and youth, 
especially adolescent girls. For instance, life skills education, particularly comprehensive sexuality education 
based on UNESCO and UNFPA guidelines, constitutes a vital input for prevention of e.g. adolescent 
pregnancy, HIV infection, sexually transmitted infections (STI) and risk factors for Non Communicable 
Diseases (NCDs). (cont.)

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar overarching

4. A key element missing from the paper is national capacity to assess, project and plan for population 
dynamics, all of which affect sustainable development. Further, indicators on the elements of population 
dynamics could be strengthened to contribute to planning and programs, by, for example, requiring  
disaggregation by age groups (10-14; 15-19; 20-24) and by ensuring that data on older persons are 
disaggregated by sex.
5. Migrants and migration status deserve consideration (access to services, and to protection under the rule of 
law; violence against migrants; cross-border recognition of skills and qualifications; access to services; costs of 
obtaining documentation associated with migration in sending and receiving countries). 
6. It would seem that employment also merits more specific attention, as  the number one concern of 
respondents to the My World survey;  the most important way to combat poverty and inequalities;  a key 
requirement for reaping the demographic dividend; and essential to address the social and economic 
challenges of population aging. Against this background full, productive and remunerative employment would 
merit to be either a stand alone goal, or must receive adequate attention under the poverty goal.

Other items for SDSN to consider include adding reference to the work of the Countdown Group on Financing, 
for example the issue of impoverishment due to out of pocket payment, or impoverishment due to catastrophic 
incidence. While noting that in the majority of countries these cannot be collected on an annual basis, these 
are key issues affecting people’s lives.

In addition, two more relevant concepts are missing in this document:
• Integration of services, for example SRH and HIV
• The potential role of civil society and faith-based organizations (in UNFPA’s case these are important partners 
in promoting reproductive rights and gender equality)

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar overarching

Notes: 
1. Commission on Information and Accountability: 
http://www.everywomaneverychild.org/images/content/files/accountability_commission/final_report/Final_EN_
Web.pdf
2. Connecting HIV and SRHR in the post 2015 Development Agenda: http://www.apcaso.org/v2/wp-
content/uploads/2013/06/HIV_and_SRHR_Intersection_Think_Piece_for-UNAIDS-Lancet-
Commission_30Jan2014.pdf
3. Universal Health Coverage Framework: Monitoring Results_ Discussion Paper - WHO and World Bank: 
http://www.who.int/healthinfo/country_monitoring_evaluation/UHC_WBG_DiscussionPaper_Dec2013.pdf

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar Target 02c
Delete: SDSN Target 02c Rapid voluntary reduction of fertility through the realization of reproductive health 
rights in countries with total fertility rates above [3] children per woman and a continuation of voluntary fertility 
reductions in countries where total fertility rates are above replacement level.

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar Indic 16, 17

Subsequent deletion also of SDSN indicators 16 (Contraceptive prevalence rate) and 17 (Unmet need for 
family planning) under this target.
Why? This goal does not really reflect the priority.  From the ICPD perspective, this goal should be about 
quality and nature of production and consumption patterns, not the number of people who are consuming. 
Some of your indicators will be better placed under other goals.
Instead: This means placing under Goal 04/Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion and Human Rights, the 
priority area of sexual and reproductive rights, and measurement of these issues. In addition, this means 
placing, under Goal 05/Achieve Health and Wellbeing at all Ages, the priority area of SRHR and measurement 
of these issues.

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar Goal 04

SDSN Goal 04: Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion and Human Rights
With reference to the proposed changes to SDSN Goal 02 above:
Add the priority area of sexual and reproductive rights, with areas of measurement including:
• Protection and fulfillment of women’s and adolescent girls’ sexual and reproductive rights
• Prevention and elimination of violence and all harmful practices against women and girls (including early and 
forced marriage)
• Universal access to essential services for victims and survivors of gender based violence

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar Target 04a

Moreover:
SDSN Target 04a. Monitor and end discrimination and inequalities in public service delivery, the rule of law, 
access to justice, and participation in political and economic life on the basis of gender, ethnicity, religion, 
disability, national origin, and social or other status
Add ‘age’, with adolescent girls as well as older women experiencing multiple discriminations and exclusions 
on account of their sex and age.
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Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar Target 04c
Indicator 32

SDSN Target 04c. Prevent and eliminate violence against individuals, especially women and children
SDSN Indicator 32: Rate of women subjected to violence in the last 12 months by an intimate partner
Amend to:
• Proportion of ever-married or partnered women aged 15-49 who experienced physical or sexual violence 
from a male intimate partner in the last 12 months

Proposed additions to other proposed indicators under this goal (including in coordination with PMNCH):
• Percentage of referred cases of sexual and gender-based violence against women and children that are 
investigated and sentenced
• Prevalence of  FGM
Suggest to also consider including issues that have important implications for the time use, empowerment and 
participation of women (as per the Global Thematic Consultations on Population Dynamics):
• Percent of children age 5 and below with access to day care (places in day care/number of children 5 and 
below).
• Percent of persons age 65 and above with access to day care (places in day care/ number of persons 65 and 
above).

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar Goal 05

SDSN Goal 05: Achieve Health and Wellbeing at all Ages
With reference to the proposed changes under SDSN Goal 02 above:
Add the priority area of sexual and reproductive health and rights, with areas of measurement including:
• Unmet need for family planning

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar Target 05a

Moreover:
SDSN Target 05a. Ensure universal coverage of quality healthcare, including the prevention and treatment of 
communicable and non-communicable diseases, sexual and reproductive health, family planning, routine 
immunization, and mental health, according the highest priority to primary health care.
Suggest: delete family planning here, as it is part of SRH.

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar Target 05b

SDSN Target 05.b End preventable deaths by reducing child mortality to [20] or fewer deaths per 1000 births, 
maternal mortality to [40] or fewer deaths per 100,000 live births, and mortality under 70 years of age from non-
communicable diseases by at least 30 percent compared with the level in 2015.
Comment: We would have liked for this goal to have included targets related to preventable deaths of 
newborns; maternal morbidity; universal access to sexual and reproductive health; percentage of eligible 
women who receive HIV treatment for their own health needs post-partum. Generally, we would like to see 
more of a life-cycle approach/continuum of care.

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar Target 05a, 
05b

Proposed additions to the SDSN indicators for Targets 05a and 05b (including in coordination with PMNCH):
• Intra-partum stillbirth rate
• Adolescent births (MDG indicator)
• Percentage of births attended by a birth attendant
• Percentage of adolescents who receive [at least one year of] comprehensive sexuality education in line with 
UNESCO/UNFPA guidelines  [note 4]
• Proportion of maternal deaths due to unsafe abortion
• Prevalence of obstetric fistula [note 5]

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar Indicator 41

Regarding SDSN indicator 41: HIV prevalence, treatment and mortality rates (modified MDG indicator), 
disaggregated by sex and age:
For treatment coverage, use the revised indicator from the UNAIDS Global AIDS Response Progress 
Reporting [note 6] :
• Percentage of adults and children currently receiving antiretroviral therapy among all adults and children 
living with HIV

HIV mortality is indicated as an issue to be monitored. Data on HIV mortality is not routinely collected. 12 
month retention on ART is more easily available. Could be used as a proxy for mortality, therefore suggest:
• Percentage of adults and children with HIV known to be on treatment 12 months after initiation of 
antiretroviral therapy

Suggest inclusion of an indicator on HIV stigma to capture the human rights violations associated with the 
epidemic:
• Percentage of women and men aged 15-49 who report discriminatory attitudes towards people living with HIV 
(UNAIDS GARPR indicator 8.1)

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar Goal 03

SDSN Goal 03: Ensure Effective Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood
Add indicator (in addition to the suggested indicators on primary and secondary schooling):
• Completion of at least one year of comprehensive sexuality education, designed in line with 
UNESCO/UNFPA guidance [note 7] , distinguishing school and non-school providers and participants

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar Goal 10

SDSN Goal 10: Transform Governance and Technologies for Sustainable Development
Suggestion to include priority areas:
• Access to timely and complete data for population trends and projections
• Systematic use of population trends and projections in the formulation of development strategies, goals and 
targets
Suggested indicators could include (as per the Global Thematic Consultation on Population Dynamics):
• Percent of population covered by civil registration (an indicator the World Bank has recently introduced in its 
own database), disaggregated by event covered (birth, deaths, marriage or union).
• Conducting of census every 10 years.
• Conducting of essential surveys on living conditions, including health and poverty every 2 years.
• Population projections used to inform development strategies and policies.

Lily Talapessy UNFPA 31-Mar Notes

Notes:
4. UNESCO International Technical Guidance on Sexuality Education, volume 2 (2009)
5. Including as an indicator of quality of SRH, and in the context of maternal morbidity.
6. Using age-specific prevalence as a proxy for HIV incidence is highly questionable. Declining HIV prevalence 
may just be a sign that treatment programs are failing and people living with HIV are dying in greater numbers. 
Also, using 15-24 year olds’ HIV prevalence as a proxy for incidence is no longer valid, given the growing 
numbers of young people born with HIV and living longer and healthier lives than was possible before. Whilst 
incidence data is imperfect, it is improving rapidly. UNAIDS published estimates for incidence rates for 105 
countries in the 2013 global report. Therefore suggest to include estimated incidence data.
7. UNESCO International Technical Guidance on Sexuality Education, volume 2 (2009)
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Marie-Luise 
Abshagen

German NGO 
Forum on 
Environment 
and 
Development

31-Mar 14 Goal 6, 
Indicator 51

Sustainable agriculture can only be achieved by phasing-out the use of fertilizers and pesticides. The goal 
should therefore include a significant reduction and the long-term phase-out of pesticides[1] as well as no 
additional subsidies for synthetic nitrogen fertilizers. [2]

Concerning sustainable agriculture, there should furthermore be an indicator on the establishment of a zero-
emission agriculture that does not invest more energy than the areas used for agriculture generate and is 
based on renewable energy sources and local cycles.

There is also missing an indicator on global meat and dairy production. The goal should include an indicator on 
the regulation of global factory farming and linking the number of livestock with the farming area’s capacity.

Marie-Luise 
Abshagen

German NGO 
Forum on 
Environment 
and 
Development

31-Mar 18 Goal 9, 
Indicator 80

Biodiversity should not be solely measured by the Red List Index. The Post-2015-Agenda also needs to 
include the CBD’s Strategic Plan for Biodiversity, the Aichi Targets as well as the Nagoya Protocol against 
biopiracy as well as the CBD’s 2050 vision as well as additional measures for the restoration of biodiversity 
and ecosystem services after 2020.

Goals should include the implementation of efficient and sufficiently funded management of all protected areas 
based on participatory and fair principles, respect for the rights of local communities and other affected 
stakeholders, and conservation regulations.

Marie-Luise 
Abshagen

German NGO 
Forum on 
Environment 
and 
Development

31-Mar 18 Goal 9, 
Indicator 82

Sustainable Forest Management in itself has much too vague. It needs to be defined according to biodiversity, 
climate stability, water holding capabilities and water protection standards, fertility of the soil, production 
sustainability (plantations are not SFM), the sort of trees (only local trees), etc.

The goal should include a call for zero loss forest cover without destruction of natural ecosystems and 
compensation for the degradation of forests through restoration at a minimum.

It should also include a significant increase of mandatory and permanently protected forest conservation areas 
including the protection of remaining old-growth forests. The cultivation and management of forest by 
indigenous groups and other communities dependent on forests via traditional forms of usage and small-scale 
interferences must be excluded from restrictions. Also, illegal logging should be prevented with special 
consideration of local community needs and the implementation of FSC certification standards.

Furthermore the goal should include no more sustainability certification of wood originating from both near-
primary or pristine old-growth forests; the limitation of wood certification from such plantations; mandatory 
labeling of plantation wood; and an improvement and comprehensive implementation of FSC certification 
standards. This also includes a significantly more sustainable use of wood with an emphasis on long-lasting 
and high-value products and massive reduction in the consumption of firewood and other short-lived wood 
products, including paper.

Marie-Luise 
Abshagen

German NGO 
Forum on 
Environment 
and 
Development

31-Mar 18 Goal 9, 
Indicator 83

Sustainable fisheries must be defined in more detail.
Goals must include a new orientation of global fisheries policies towards the implementation of sustainable 
fisheries through “maximum sustainable yield” regulations that take the precautionary principle and ecosystem 
approaches into account; the reduction of harmful fisheries subsidies; and stock management at least 20% 
below the “maximum sustainable yield” by 2030.

They must also include the implementation of selective fishing methods, the broad landing of by-catch in a 
useable form; the reduction of by-catch in allocated quota as well as the implementation of regulations that 
allow only by-catch unfit for human consumption to be used in the production of fishmeal and fish oil; the 
control of illegal fisheries; and an immediate ban on deep sea and bottom trawls.

Goals also need to cover the establishment of zones reserved for artisanal fishery within all Exclusive 
Economic Zones (EEZs) that are at least 12 nautical miles and whose selection, fishery methods and catch 
quotas are agreed upon through a transparent and participatory approach. And include the development of 
independent capacities in the global south; the reduction of global over-capacities; as well as the 
establishment of comprehensive Regional Fisheries Management Organizations. [3]

Marie-Luise 
Abshagen

German NGO 
Forum on 
Environment 
and 
Development

31-Mar 18 Goal 9, 
Indicator 79

The Ocean Health Index must be defined in more detail.

There is a strong link between biodiversity and the protection of oceans. Goals must include regulations that 
lead to the establishment of at least 10% of coastal and marine areas as protected areas in accordance with 
the UN Convention on Biological Diversity’s (CBD) Strategic Plan. By 2030, this is transparently and 
scientifically expanded to 20% with a hierarchical zoning within the areas. [4] The zoning should reflect an 
efficient and sufficiently funded management based on participatory and fair principles, respect for the rights of 
local communities and other affected stakeholders, as well as conservation regulations.

Furthermore healthy oceans entail a reduction of marine waste pollution by 50%; a reduction of nutrient 
contamination by 50% compared to levels from 1985[5]; and a ban on heavy fuel oil in shipping. There also 
needs to be a significant reduction of the processes, particularly due to climate change, causing marine 
acidification; and by 2030, an absolute stop of its harmful impacts, with the guideline that the pH of surface 
waters in any larger ocean region (nor in the global mean) should not drop more than 0.2 units below the pre-
industrial average value. [6]

Furthermore, the goal should call for a moratorium on ore mining in the deep sea with only select few trials 
supervised by the International Seabed Authority allowed and an appropriate framework implemented until 
then. [7] And by 2020, a ban on the extraction of energy resources from the deep sea and the arctic; by 2025, 
a complete stop of deep sea and arctic oil exploration; and an immediate ban on methane extraction and on 
CO2 sequestration in the deep sea.

Marie-Luise 
Abshagen

German NGO 
Forum on 
Environment 
and 
Development

31-Mar 19 Goal 9, 
Indicator 84

To curb transboundary environmental harms, as for water, goals should include the development of regulations 
and implementation programs for maintaining or achieving good water quality (“environmental flow”), defined 
respective to existing natural landscapes.  
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Marie-Luise 
Abshagen

German NGO 
Forum on 
Environment 
and 
Development

31-Mar 19 Goal 9, 
Indicator 85

The MDG indicator on the use of water is all but sufficient for water resource management. We suggest as 
indicators:  

By 2020, an increase in water use efficiency by 20% in the industrial, energy, and agricultural sector; 
comprehensive utilization of waste- and rain-water as an important resource in all sectors; as well as an 
increase of water recycling by 50%.

As of 2015, a general prohibition on water deterioration due to a water cycle’s pollution through waste, 
pesticides, industry, fertilizers and mining activities as
already exists in Europe since 2000 under the European Water Framework Directive; a long-term ban on the 
entry of dangerous substances into water cycles; strict monitoring and adherence to national and international 
water protection and conservation laws, as well as efficient sanctions in case of violations.

Marie-Luise 
Abshagen

German NGO 
Forum on 
Environment 
and 
Development

31-Mar 19 Goal 9,  
Indicator 86

The access to land follow the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, 
Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security agreed by the Committee on World Food 
Security (CFS) to safeguard land rights. The goal must include the establishment of human-rights-based 
mechanisms to control investors in their home countries; and equitable access to fertile soil favoring small-
scale producers.

Marie-Luise 
Abshagen

German NGO 
Forum on 
Environment 
and 
Development

31-Mar 19
Goal 9, 

Indicator  
87

We don’t see how the mere publication of resource based contracts will improve the behavior of business and 
unfair resource extraction.  Businesses must follow the Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights.

Marie-Luise 
Abshagen

German NGO 
Forum on 
Environment 
and 
Development

31-Mar citations 

[1] http://www.pan-germany.org/download/PAN_HHP-List_1311.pdf

[2] HBS/ WWF Germany (2013). Bodenlos: Negative Auswirkungen von Mineraldünger in der Landwirtschaft. 
http://www.boell.de/publikationen/publikationen-wwf-studie-mineralduenger-17325.html

[3] FAO (1995). Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries und das United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement.  
http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/v9878e/v9878e00.HTM; Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea 
(2001). The United Nations Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of 
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks. 
http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_overview_fish_stocks.htm 

[4] WWF Germany (2011). Schutz den Schutzgebieten. http://www.wwf.de/fileadmin/fm-wwf/Publikationen-
PDF/WWF_Fischereireport_Web.pdf

[5] OSPAR Commission (2008). Towards the 50% Reduction Target for Nutrients. 
http://qsr2010.ospar.org/media/assessments/p00310_PARCOM_Rec_88_2_and_89_4.pdf

[6] WBGU (2006). The Future Oceans: Warming Up, Rising High, Turning Sour. 
http://cmbc.ucsd.edu/Research/Climate_Change/Future%20Oceans.pdf 

[7] Greenpeace (2013). Greenpeace Position on Seabed Mining. 
http://www.greenpeace.de/fileadmin/gpd/user_upload/themen/meere/20130708-Deep-Seabed-Mining-
Position.pdf; WWF (2011). Deep-Sea Mining : Position Paper.

Noëlle Kümpel
Zoological 
Society of 
London

31-Mar 15/85

Conversion 
of land to 

agricultural 
and other 
uses (54)

We suggest an amendment to the current indicator ‘Annual change in forest area and land under cultivation’.  
Under the current definition of forest area as ‘land under natural or planted stands of trees, excluding tree 
stands in agricultural production systems (e.g. plantations or agroforestry systems) and trees in urban parks 
and gardens’, primary forest has the same value as secondary/degraded/replanted forest.   Therefore an 
increase in overall forest area could disguise a loss of primary forest, which would be a perverse and 
unsatisfactory outcome for sustainable development, biodiversity and climate change reasons.  This could be 
avoided by amending this indicator to track trends in annual change in ‘natural forest area’ or ‘primary forest 
area’ or to have one of these as a subset of overall forest area – something that remote sensing is now able to 
provide relatively easily, quickly and cheaply.

Noëlle Kümpel
Zoological 
Society of 
London

31-Mar 18/111 Biodiversity 
(80)

We fully support the inclusion of the ‘Red List Index (RLI)’ as an indicator here, particularly when applied at 
national level as for National Red List assessments.  We would however note that this indicator could be 
enhanced by the inclusion of species population trend data as produced by the Living Planet Index (LPI).  
While the RLI provides a global-scale indicator of threat to biodiversity, and covers a larger number of species 
(particularly when the Sampled Red List Index is used), it can be ground-truthed and complemented by LPI 
population trend data for a subset of relevant species.  As these data are spatially explicit, trends can be better 
assigned to the site level, such as to a protected area, and are therefore also relevant for tracking ‘critical 
biome management’ (see below).

The LPI is already listed as an indicator under the CBD’s Aichi Targets (Target 12) and ZSL would be pleased 
to assist with the development of the LPI as an indicator for the SDGs as required.

Noëlle Kümpel
Zoological 
Society of 
London

31-Mar 18/111

Critical 
biome 

manageme
nt (81) 

We welcome this proposed indicator of ‘Protected areas overlay with biodiversity (national level)’ and would 
suggest as stated above that this could be enhanced by the inclusion of a subset of the Living Planet Index 
(LPI) to enable better tracking of protected area effectiveness (i.e. population trends for species found within 
protected areas).

The LPI is already listed as an indicator under the CBD’s Aichi Targets and ZSL would be pleased to assist with 
the development of the LPI as an indicator for the SDGs as required.

Noëlle Kümpel
Zoological 
Society of 
London

31-Mar 18/113 Forests (82)

We would be wary of including an unqualified version of this indicator (‘Area of forest under sustainable forest 
management as a percent of forest area’), as an increase in the proportion of area under sustainable forest 
management could be caused by a decrease in the proportion of area of primary forest - a perverse and 
unsatisfactory outcome for sustainable development, biodiversity and climate change reasons.  This could be 
avoided by balancing this indicator with the revised version of indicator 54 above.

Noëlle Kümpel
Zoological 
Society of 
London

31-Mar 18/116 Biodiversity 
(80)

The proposed ‘Red List Index (for Internationally Traded Species)’ indicator is very relevant here.  We would 
propose however that, as above for Target 9a, this subset of the Red List Index is complemented by an 
indicator based on a similar subset of the Living Planet Index , tracking population trends of traded species 
(those listed by CITES).  This indicator would therefore be relevant to not only the SDGs but also CITES and 
the CBD.

Noëlle Kümpel
Zoological 
Society of 
London

31-Mar 19/116

Critical 
biome 

manageme
nt (81) 

We feel that the ‘Protected areas overlay with biodiversity (regional and global)’ indicator is very relevant here, 
but that again it could be complemented by a subset of the Living Planet Index tracking population trends of 
species inside protected areas to provide a real understanding of protected area effectiveness.
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Pietro Gennari

Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 
(FAO)

31-Mar Indicator 1

General comment for Goal 1: One important element that has not been taken into consideration in the SDSN 
report and the list of proposed indicators is the potential use of experience based food insecurity scales. 
These indicators (examples are the Household Food Security Survey Module – HFSSM; the Household Food 
Insecurity Access Scale – HFIAS; the Escala Brasileira de Inseguriad Alimentaria – EBIA; the Escala Latino 
Americana Y Caribena de Seguridad Alimentaria - ELCSA, among others) have been used since at least 1995, 
in many countries including the US, Canada, Mexico, Colombia, Brazil, to monitor the extent of food insecurity, 
defined as the severity of constraints conditioning food access, at national and subnational level.
These indicators currently represent the most promising avenue to monitor the prevalence of mild, moderate 
and severe food insecurity at national and global level, in a theoretically consistent an empirically valid manner. 
Through “Voices of the Hungry”, FAO is developing the analytical procedure for scoring and classification 
needed to ensure cross-country comparability of the indicators, and is collecting data at national level in more 
than 150 countries in 2014. The first global assessment will be available in the Spring of 2015

Pietro Gennari

Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 
(FAO)

31-Mar Indicator 3

Although, it is suggested that this indicator is substituted the with “Prevalence of stunting in children under [2] 
years of age”. In fact It is common to monitor stunting for children aged up to 5 years, but it would be important 
to monitor stunting for children up to the age of 2, since this allows countries to intervene early taking 
advantage of  within the window of opportunity of the first 1000 days within which to correct nutritional 
problems. 

Pietro Gennari

Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 
(FAO)

31-Mar Indicator 45 BMI data are readily available. 

Pietro Gennari

Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 
(FAO)

31-Mar Indicator 5
Dietary diversity score (see below) is also a proxy for micronutrient deficiency. Problems exist with cross 
country comparibility of scores. Already applied for infant, and women. Not yet available for the general 
population. Issues exist with the possibility of collecting individual level food consumption data.

Pietro Gennari

Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 
(FAO)

31-Mar Indicator 46
Dietary diversity score is also a proxy for micronutrient deficiency. Problems exist with cross country 
comparibility of scores. Already applied for infant, and women. Not yet available for the general population. 
Issues exist with the possibility of collecting individual  food consumption data.

Pietro Gennari

Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 
(FAO)

31-Mar Indicator 2 Difficult to imagine the possibility that a consolidated methodology can be developed to be applied worldwide. 
Let alone, data needs. Interesting advances have been made in Mexico.

Pietro Gennari

Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 
(FAO)

31-Mar Indicator 53 Food loss index being developed at FAO

Pietro Gennari

Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 
(FAO)

31-Mar Indicator 10

Indicators No. 10 and 11  seem to focus relatively more on the formalisation of labour/employment. While this 
dimension is important in its own right (for taxation, modernisation, etc), there should be complementary 
indicators to capture other decent work deficits. Formalisation by itself may not necessarily solve decent work 
deficits (i.e. there are many ‘undecent’ jobs in formal employment, and also many decent jobs in informal 
employment). Acknowledging that universally applicable decent work indicators are being developed (may take 
time), we still strongly recommend adding an indicator based on income/wages as well as productivity under 
Target O2a.

Pietro Gennari

Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 
(FAO)

31-Mar Indicator 50

The comment below refers to the whole of Goal 6: An additional target under Goal 06 could be added, it would 
enable to capture employment dimensions of efforts towards improved agriculture systems and raising rural 
prosperity. 
Any improvement in agriculture systems passes through improvements in agricultural productivity and raising 
rural prosperity will necessarily require monitoring employment being generated in rural areas. Therefore, and 
acknowledging the nature of the process of rural economic transformation (and ensuring relevance for both 
developing and developed countries), we suggest adding two complementary indicators/targets:
a) Issue to measure: Labour productivity in agriculture. Indicator: agricultural output per people employed in 
the sector. Target: Labour productivity in agriculture doubled by 2030. Agencies: ILO, FAO 
b) Issue to measure: rural labour market. Indicator: people (disaggregated by gender and age) in decent rural 
employment as a share of total rural employment. The indicator should be disaggregated by gender and main 
age groups (especially to capture youth). Decent rural employment is meant to capture farm and non-farm 
employment in rural areas that fulfills core ILO labour standards, guarantees participation in producers’ 
organizations and workers´ unions, and access to social protection. Possible target could be: Share of people 
in decent rural employment has reached 50% out of total rural employment by 2030. Agencies: ILO, FAO 
o It is acknowledged that capacity of national statistics offices need to be strengthened to better measure 
labour dimension in agriculture and rural data systems. the FAO-ILO partnership in the area of decent work in 
agriculture and rural areas/decent rural employment, and in particular collaboration in rural labour statistics, 
offers an opportunity to fill this gap and strengthen national and regional capacities.

Pietro Gennari

Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 
(FAO)

31-Mar Indicator 29

The indicator is multidimensional and further specification of its measurement capacity should be spelled out. It 
risks of being insufficiently robust if no index is developed that adequately balances the different aspects that 
seem to compose such indicator. In particular, the indicator covers both ratification and compliance, which are 
two distinct measures of compliance. Furthermore, the indicator covers a wide range of themes, as defined by 
the key ILO labour standards. The indicator would cover the elimination of child, compulsory and forced labour, 
the right to association as well as the elimination of discrimination in respect of employment and occupation. 
The elimination of discrimination is already by itself a multifaceted and complex concept. Suggestions would 
be to better define the operational (statistical/measurement) definition of such indicator and to complement it 
with indicators covering prevalence of child labour, as well as progress in terms of workers’ unionization (being 
social dialogue an essential component to ensure compliance in practice of international labour standard), a 
measure of progress achieved against discrimination may be added (e.g., gender wage gaps). 

Pietro Gennari

Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 
(FAO)

31-Mar Indicator 4 The methodology is available to compile the indicator in all country. Reliability of food consumption data, in 
some contry, is an issue.
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Pietro Gennari

Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 
(FAO)

31-Mar Indicator 11

The suggested index on decent work  that may be developed in the future needs to be disaggregated between 
rural-urban areas. There are pervasive decent work deficits in rural areas, which have a distinctive nature and 
severity with respect to urban areas. In that regard, and while ILO is acknowledged a lead role in developing 
such an index, FAO should appear as contributing agency precisely in what concerns promoting decent work 
in agriculture and rural areas. This contribution will be ensured through the FAO-ILO partnership, which is 
moving towards a programmatic approach in line with the respective corporate strategic frameworks. In 
particular, collaboration between FAO and ILO is foreseen in the area of rural labour statistics can ensure that 
capacity at national and regional level is developed/strengthened in that direction. 

Pietro Gennari

Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 
(FAO)

31-Mar Indicator 25

This is represents only to a very limited extent a measure for “investing in youth”, as it does not measure all 
types of skill development support that is relevant to ensure a transition for all youth to productive and gainful 
careers and thus ensure their developmental potential is tapped. The limitation of this proposed indicator is 
particularly acute in rural areas of developing countries. Therefore, we would strongly support adding a specific 
indicator on: “Proportion of youth in rural areas with access to vocational business skills programmes”

Pietro Gennari

Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 
(FAO)

31-Mar Indicator 94

Under Goal 10, Target 10b “Adequate domestic and international public finance for ending extreme poverty, 
providing global public goods, (…)”, we would suggest adding an indicator on: “Domestic revenues allocated to 
youth economic empowerment”. This indicator thematically fits also under Goal 03 Target 03C, but it is an 
indicator capturing “process”, it is better placed under Goal 10 

Priscilla A. Idele

UNICEF 
Division of 
Policy and 
Strategy

31-Mar Indicator 41

These are three indicators that have been lumped into one. It will be difficult to measure HIV prevalence, 
treatment and deaths as one indicator. Also HIV prevalence would be difficult to interpret as it is impacted a lot 
by ART coverage.  With scale up of ART, many people will be receiving HIV treatrment and live longer.
We propose the following HIV/AIDS indicators:
a) Number of new HIV infections;
b) Number of AIDS‐related deaths,
A decrease in new infections would be reflective of the success of both prevention and HIV treatment 
programmes, and a decrease in AIDS related deaths would be reflective of the success of ART programmes.
UNAIDS is facilitating the process of developing HIV/AIDS related targets and indicators and would be useful 
to link the development of indicators in UNSD with that of UNAIDS.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching

We find the proposed framework coherent, logical, and comprehensive. The indicators are underpinned by a 
strong rationale and a set of sound criteria for their selection (as listed at page 6–7 of the report).  It effectively 
builds on SDSN’s June 2013 report on “An Action Agenda for Sustainable Development”. The proposed 
indicators provide a solid basis from which to deliberate improvements and refinements to improve their use as 
practical management tool and transparent report card.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching

The proposed indicators framework go in the right direction—in line with the outcome of the Rio+20 conference 
and the wide support shown in the last two years by the international community for the development of a 
single unified development agenda for the post-2015 period, that targets poverty and exclusion and also has 
sustainable development at its very center. As the work progresses, SDSN may consider shaping the 
indicators more to reflect what these mean for sustaining human development and how these measure 
outcomes rather than inputs/processes contributing to better quality of life.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching

The report can be improved by adding the context where it is set  ̶  by briefly reflecting the accomplishments 
and shortcomings of the Millennium Development Goals and the very different global environment today 
compared to when the MDGs were first discussed. For example, the lead agency column which remains 
heavily dominated by UN agencies despite the emergence of a range of influential stakeholders outside of 
government (and inter-governmental bodies), including research institutes, philanthropic organizations, and 
international NGOs. Nevertheless, the illustrative set of 100 ‘core indicators’ within the scope of the proposed 
SDGs and underlying targets are a significant expansion of the measurement metrics in comparison with the 
MDGs.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching
While there is strong convergence, the goals areas are not fully consistent with the 2013 report of the High 
Level Panel – the other technical stream providing inputs to the Secretary General.  Highlighting the 
differences with some explanation for deviating from that report would be useful to readers.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching

We support the proposal to have 2 sets of indicators: core indicators that would be applicable to every country 
and the additional (or tier 2) indicators which would track issues that may be applicable in local circumstances 
only. This approach has been proposed in several forums by a number of organizations, including ADB. It is 
already being operationalized in several countries in Asia and the Pacific under the MDGs where they have 
“adapted” the MDGs rather than mechanically “adopted” them - providing clear feedback to development 
partners and a useful body of experience in order to mainstream the idea for post-2015. This enables countries 
to effectively remain in a common post-2015 development framework but also respond to their customized 
development priorities. Drawing lessons from this MDG experience in the region, customization has been 
strongly highlighted in the 8th RMDGR as an important guiding principle for post-2015. Examples of countries 
that have added local goals, raised the targets, and customized the indicators within the MDG framework are:
o Mongolia added a Goal 9 on good governance and fighting corruption, and specific infectious diseases to 
MDG 6. 
o Afghanistan identified an additional Goal on security and Lao PDR added a goal on unexploded ordinance 
and victim assistance; while Vietnam included a target on violence against women.  
o Armenia, Cambodia, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, modified MDG 2 on education to include eight or nine years’ 
schooling for all children. 
o Cambodia tailored all the targets under the first seven MDGs according to nationally relevant challenges 
(e.g., child labour, breastfeeding, etc.)
o The Pacific widened the scope of Goal 1 because extreme income poverty is rare; Thailand’s case of an 
upper-middle income country demonstrates innovation through MDG-plus, making the MDGs into a floor 
instead of ceiling for human development.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching

In respect of Goal 1, on extreme income poverty, we propose reviewing $1.25 as defining extreme income 
poverty to be more in line with current realities. In 2008, the absolute poverty line was redefined from $1.00 to 
$1.25. It might be a good opportunity to review it at this stage. Updating the cut-off will not add to any reporting 
or monitoring burden. Going forward, for Asia and the Pacific the $1.25 is found to be not suitable. The 
composition and cost of the consumption basket needed for survival is not what it was a decade back. Greater 
marketization has increased the need for cash as more has to be purchased from the market, while human 
mobility, multi-local families, aging, urbanization, communication and money transfer needs have changed the 
components of what is minimally needed.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching

We support the principles underpinning Goal 2 towards “achieving development within planetary boundaries.” 
However, placing development, environmental and demographic (fertility) targets and indicators under the 
same goal, may or may not be the best choice, especially in consideration of the limitations in terms of clear 
definition, availability and collection of data that will be required to monitor/report on several environmental 
indicators. 
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Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching

We note that targets for decarbonizing societies (while eradicating poverty and deprivation) does not include 
indicators on energy-intensity or emissions-intensity at an economy wide level. These would be particularly 
important for countries which have announced their nationally appropriate mitigation actions as reduction in 
such intensities. The MDGs already include a measure of the aggregate carbon-intensity of GDP (CO2 
emissions per dollar GDP). In many countries in Asia, there is a preference for reducing emissions per dollar 
GDP rather than emission per head. The latter can be used to track deprivation – within and across countries 
given the still low overall emissions per capita in developing Asia and the Pacific. 

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching
Consideration could be given to the merits of organizing measures that currently appear under different goals 
and targets into more holistic categories, such as "increased well-being of children" and "transition of youth into 
adulthood." 

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching

The monitoring of the next development agenda after MDGs will depend upon timely and high quality 
comparable statistics on the selected indicators in the monitoring framework. In the absence of such data, the 
exercise would remain futile in many dimensions. A lot needs to be done to build timely and reliable national 
statistical systems in developing countries to meet even their basic data needs. International development 
community which is a major beneficiary of the statistics produced by the national statistical agencies for 
measuring development results needs to substantially step up its support for statistics capacity building. It is 
strongly suggested to include a target to develop national statistical capacities and also committed funding 
support for statistics by donors. It is time for strong commitment from the national governments and 
international partners to dedicate sufficient resources for data collection programs. 

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching

We agree that there is a serious need for major investments in national and international capacity to collect, 
synthesize and produce quality data that is timely, while also being comparable and regular. The MDGs 
monitoring experience in Asia-Pacific shows that out of 60 indicators only around 20 could be monitored on a 
regular basis due to paucity of data. Data for most of these indicators at the country level lagged by 2-3 years 
and for some other indicators even more. The importance of support for data is rightly emphasized in the draft. 
Efforts will have to significantly scale-up in terms of both knowledge management and finance, with additional 
resources provided to countries, especially lower income countries, towards strengthening their statistical 
systems. At the recently concluded meeting of the UN Statistical Commission (4-7 March 2014), many LDCs 
voiced concern over the critical need for adequate statistical capacity to meet data in priority areas such as the 
SNA 2008/household surveys. Unless there is national ownership, compiling the SDG indicators would at best 
be rudimentary.  This is an area that ADB is already in dialogue with UNDP and the other multi-lateral 
development banks.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching

The report also emphasizes annual reporting of indicators and with data disaggregated by various 
characteristics and populations. Many indicators will be dependent on household surveys. Major household 
surveys such as the consumption and expenditure surveys or the living standards measurement surveys, are 
conducted once in 3 to 5 years in most countries. Annual household survey cycle with requirements to produce 
reliable disaggregated data (implying much large sample sizes) will substantially increase the burden of 
national statistical systems which in developing countries are generally understaffed, under-resourced and lack 
in technical capacities. 

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching

Additionally, the national statistical systems have their own national data priorities for collection of economic, 
social and environment statistics – beyond MDGs or SDGs monitoring. These are often included in the national 
statistics development strategies (NSDS). The increased demand of indicators for SDG monitoring may risk 
regular data collection operations of the national statistical offices. The donor support will also get aligned to 
the SDG indicators and poor countries may end up diverting their scarce human resources from other areas of 
work to where the funds become available. Thus an ‘indicator based’ monitoring may adversely affect ‘a 
system-based’ development of national statistical systems.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching

Notwithstanding, a phased approach for countries to compile and comply could be established given the 
number of indicators under the SDG.  For example, in discussions with the statistical agencies it should be 
possible to categorize the indicators into three categories -  within each target in each Goal, (i) selected 
indicators which are feasible to measure in most of countries (with reliable baseline data) using established 
statistical standards and these can be compiled for reporting by the most countries without much problems, (ii) 
the next range of indicators which are conceptually and methodologically well-developed  but for which very 
few countries can report data, and may require much investments in terms of capacity building and technical 
assistance at the country level these can be effectively targeted for monitoring five years from now, and (iii) the 
last category of indicators which have not yet been conceptually and methodologically well-established and 
would require much methodological work, identifying appropriate data sources and testing. For the last 
category, the methodological work and development of standards could be undertaken by a suitable 
international agency, and related capacity building in the developing countries could also be targeted in the first 
5 years before good quality data for reporting could be started by around that time.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar overarching

This feedback takes into account current discussions and processes, experiences from Asia and the Pacific, 
the ongoing work of the Open Working Group on the SDGs and its report to be submitted to the 69th session 
of the UN General Assembly in September 2014.  
Table 1: For some of the “Potential and Illustrative Indicator”, non-governmental organizations and international 
agencies have been identified as potential lead agencies. In the absence of national level (official) data, 
estimates/ forecasts/projections have to be made. Would countries accept such estimates when national level 
data is absent? 

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 01a.

In 2008, the absolute poverty line was redefined from $1.00 to $1.25. It may be a good opportunity to now 
review how absolute poverty is measured and reported. A revised cut-off for extreme poverty can be monitored 
instead of continuing with the earlier $1.25. This does not add to the reporting or monitoring burden. For 
example, with nearly 2.4 billion people now living below $2 (of which 2/3rd in Asia-Pacific), the next 15 years 
should strive to significantly reduce these numbers to end to extreme poverty to be more in line with current 
realities. The composition and cost of the consumption basket needed for survival is not what it was a decade 
back. Greater marketization has increased the need for cash as more has to be purchased, while human 
mobility, multi-local families, aging, urbanization, communication and money transfer needs have changed the 
components of what is minimally needed.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar

Indicator 2: A multi-dimensional measure of extreme poverty will focus on several measures of deprivation that 
will be likely expressed as an index or a combined statistic.  Such indicator often suffers from (i) the abstract 
nature of all indexes which summarizes multi-dimensional data and tries to represent it through a single 
number; and (ii) arbitrariness in choice of weights given to each component.   Critics also argue, for example, 
that while each component must progress separately, a composite measure may not easily show this limiting 
its usefulness as a policy tool.
Moreover, page 36 lines 19 indicates “proportion of population living in extreme non-income poverty” would 
estimate the share of households that suffer from any of the following: among 8 indicators listed (in lines 21 to 
30, page 36) $1.25 poverty (income poverty) is also listed as first indicator ̶ this is not consistent if the intention 
of this indicator is only to capture ‘non-income’ extreme poverty. Moreover, if the indicator will include any 
household that fails to meet any one basic of these 8 needs (which are also covered in indicators in elsewhere 
in the framework), this indicator will be only of limited utility.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 01b. Indicator 3: We note the significance of including stunting as the indicator of long-term chronic food and 
nutrition insecurity, and fully support the inclusion.
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Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 01c
While the target is ‘Provide support to highly vulnerable states and LDCs, to address the structural challenges 
facing those countries, including violence and conflict’, the proposed indicators do not address issues of 
structural change.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar

Indicator 6: Is this indicator for all countries or restricted to countries identified as highly vulnerable and LDCs? 
Further, the limitations of the measurement of this indicator may include the data collection problems – 
administrative statistics (reported through the police system or death registration through civil registration 
systems (and by cause of death)) may not cover violent injuries and deaths respectively due to lack of 
reporting to police and to civil registration authorities in developing countries. Low number of violent injuries 
may be a result of non-reporting rather than a violence free environment.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 02a.

Indicators 10&11:  Rural employment is critical in addressing food security both at the household and 
national/regional levels. Apart from formal/informal, and decent work classification, disaggregation of rural 
employment by types (agriculture/non-agriculture or on-farm/off-farm) can lead to understanding of the 
effectiveness of different approaches to food security.  
It is recommended that gender breakdown is made available for these indicators to reflect gender inequality in 
gainful employment
These indicators could also be in Goal 04.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 02c.

There is no universal agreement for slowing population growth (the rate of which has in any case decreased 
substantially from a peak a little more than 50 years ago). The contraceptive prevalence rate is a better 
measure for reproductive rights, and sexual rights which extend well beyond contraception. Nevertheless, 
“Realization of sexual and reproductive health rights” might not be acceptable to certain spectrum of countries.  
May require rephrasing.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 03a.
Indicator 18: Measuring ‘quality’ in the pre-primary education programs is difficult and this has been 
acknowledged in the comments and limitations. It is suggested that the word ‘quality’ may be deleted from the 
indicator – else the data may not be measuring what the indicator is intended to measure.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar

Indicators 21 and 23: These indicators propose a measure for learning outcomes – which was missing in the 
MDG metrics. Currently, in the absence of any national benchmarks, there are no systems to measure such 
learning outcomes in the educational statistics collected through the schools. It will require lot of effort for the 
countries to establish national benchmarks and develop data collection systems through which the quality data 
will flow from schools for compilation at the national (and sub-national) levels to measure these outcomes. 
National benchmarks may vary from country to country and the indicator may therefore not be strictly 
comparable across countries.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 03c. Indicator 25: "Investing in youth" as an issue is too vague. 

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 04a.

Indicator 26: This is a much desirable indicator. Adding indicator on registration of deaths could also be 
considered. Measuring infant mortality, child mortality, maternal mortality, and age/cause specific mortality 
rates need reliable statistics on number of deaths (and their causes). In the absence of death registration (in a 
civil registry), death statistics are woefully incomplete in developing countries and only alternative source for 
mortality rates are household surveys (DHS, MICS etc). The surveys produce indicators only once in 3 or 5 
years, with inherent time lags and often with large confidence intervals. These are also not suitable to measure 
progress at sub-national levels or by other disaggregation. In the absence of legal death registration certificate, 
often surviving women/children may be denied a claim on inheritance of spouse’s property. Reliable death 
statistics are desirable from health policy point of view also.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 04c.

Indicator 32: It may be noted that data collected from administrative systems on violence against women will 
yield very unreliable (under-estimates) results in countries where such violence is not generally reported to the 
police due to lack of faith/confidence in the police system or social/cultural constraints. Very few developing 
countries conduct household surveys on violence against women or surveys on domestic violence. The UNSD 
has developed methodological guidelines for such surveys which need to be promoted along with capacity 
building in the countries for undertaking data collection on violence against women through household surveys 
for collecting comparable statistics.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar

Indicator 33: This indicator will surely pose challenges in consistent measurement and comparability. The very 
first stage ‘reporting’ of the cases to the police itself can be very unreliable (under-reported) in many 
developing countries where the public do not have confidence in the police or legal system and/or where 
women would not report due to social and cultural barriers. The data across countries may be extremely 
inconsistent. The indicator may better be included in the additional indicators list for the countries to consider 
for monitoring at country level.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 05c
Indicator 49: among the potential lead agency/agencies identified is Gallup. Should private agencies (which 
are profit motivated) be providing national level indicators when they are not part of the “official statistics family” 
and fall outside the ambit of the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics?

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 06a.

Indicator 53:  Minimizing food loss is one of the effective ways in increasing food productivity and maximizing 
the use of scarce natural resources for food production. The disaggregation by stages, such as post-harvest, 
storage, processing, distribution/retail and consumption would be useful in understanding the major causes of 
the loss and coming up with their counter measures.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 06b.

Indicator 54: Apart from conversion of forestry into agricultural land,  the conversion of land for urban housing 
and other municipality use as well as disaggregation of agricultural area (food crops vs  fuel feed crop) are 
important indicators to understand the intensity of competitions over land among food security, urbanization, 
energy security and climate change mitigation/biodiversity conservation concerns.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Indicators 54 and 55: May not require annual frequency, as changes within a one year time frame is small.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Goal 7 ICT is cited in indicator 60 (as well as indicator 99 for Goal 10). Yet given the crosscutting nature of ICT as a 
development catalyst, a case can be made to include ICT indicators under other Goals (e.g., 3, 4, and 8). 

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 08a.

Indicators 71 and 72:  The limitation of these indicators caused by a binary tracking, are already identified and 
described in the indicator report (Part 2). While resolving the limitation, such as SE4All’s multi-tier metric, is 
critical, the approach should be carefully reviewed and tested. Further consultation should be conducted once 
alternative approach is proposed.   
For these two indicators, it is questionable whether there is any correlation in between and if so, it is justifiable 
to keep these indicators separately. 

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar

Indicator 73: While this indicator is for “National deep decarbonization strategies”, it does not consider the 
availability of an international agreement. While it is important and essential to have national strategies in 
achieving 2°C target, international agreement is a defining underlying factor for the countries to set up their 
national strategies. or their level of ambition.
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Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar

Indicator 74: This indicator traces the total GHG emissions, but does not trace intensity-based GHG emissions, 
such as emissions per person or emissions per GDP. While both methods – absolute emissions and intensity-
based emissions – have pros and cons in tracing GHG emissions, presenting them together can give a better 
picture about each country’s GHG emission history and circumstance. The intensity-based indicators are 
already in common use under the MDGs and should be retained. Directionally, however, they tell different 
stories: while emissions per dollar GDP needs to be reduced (through cleaner technologies and greater 
efficiencies, for example), low emissions (energy use) per capita reflect overall deprivation and need to be 
improved as their gap from averages prevailing in developed regions captures relative disadvantage across 
and within countries.  Such an indicator can bring out in-country inequalities clearly as well as cross-country. 
Your team may note that the MDGs already include a measure of the aggregate carbon-intensity of GDP (CO2 
emissions per dollar GDP). In Asia there is a strong preference for reducing emissions per dollar GDP rather 
than emission per head. The latter can be used to track deprivation – within and across countries. Given the 
still low overall emissions per capita in Asia and the Pacific, the gap between average emissions per capita in 
developed countries and those prevailing in a developing country is seen as an indicator of deprivation.  This 
indicator can also be applied within developing countries to track inequality and exclusion.
With regard to the demand-based emissions, it is true that the ultimate users are responsible for the related 
emissions, but not all of the emissions. This is because the producers/exporters also get economic benefits by 
exporting the goods,  therefore, the producer/exporters are still responsible for the part of GHG emissions of 
the exported goods. The exact distinction of GHG emissions between producers and consumers could be 
complex and controversial, needing further study. 

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Indicator 75: To propose including an indicator that can trace the renewable power generation and its capacity.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Indicator 76: As an indicator for transport sector, this indicator does not capture the effort devoted to transform 
into non-motorized vehicle based transport system.  

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 08c.

Indicator 78: While this indicator focuses only on the electricity sector, it is already indicated that this indicator 
can be extended to the other sectors once better methodologies are available.
The incentives to reduce GHG emissions, in many cases, are part of the national strategies, which are already 
covered under Target 73. Therefore, careful approach is required to avoid redundancy. Further, actual 
computation may be difficult in many countries, and this should be considered given the principle of universality 
that the SDG framework is espousing.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 10a.
Indicator 93: "Offshore financial centers" rather than "tax haven" is now the norm.  To promote transparency of 
such centers, it is important to also strengthen the capacity of law enforcement authorities to access financial 
information. 

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar

Indicator 91: Although debatable, the Corruption Perceptions Index maintained by Transparency International 
remains the best available option for measuring corruption.
Notwithstanding, countries should agree to the methodology adopted by Transparency International. In some 
countries corruption perception surveys are undertaken by their statistical agencies or an independent 
corruption watchdog. However, there is need to develop international standards which the countries can adopt 
for collecting comparable data. The indicator should be made part of the national statistical system of countries 
with an international organization taking lead in developing standard methodology and using data from 
nationally representative surveys.  .

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 10b. Indicator 94: The indicator for domestic resource mobilization is based on expenditures, but to support 
sustainable public finance, it is important to also consider the revenue raised by governments.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar

Indicator 96: We reiterate that consistent methodologies should be applied in tracking the climate finance, 
especially in determining its additionality (incremental to ODA). Under the UNFCCC, the Standing Committee 
on finance is still struggling to define what constitutes climate finance, and the additionality issue is still 
intractable.

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Target 10c. Indicator 100: The issue of technology transfer may not be captured by the indicator of “researchers and 
technicians in R&D” which is more related to number of patents on sustainable/new technologies

Takehiko Nakao 
Asian 
Development 
Bank 

31-Mar Table 2 and 
Annex 1

The logic for making a distinction between health as a thematic/cross-cutting area and issue-based and 
education as only a thematic/cross-cutting area is not clear. 

Andrew Rudd UN-Habitat 1-Apr Indicator 64

Indicator 64 is an opportunity to inject some of the spatial dimension that is otherwise missing under Goal 7, 
perhaps by focusing on the efficiency advantages of agglomeration. Our City Prosperity Index might cover part 
of this on the streets and public space front. Another way would be to measure overall spatial configuration 
(either density or built-up urban land cover).

Andrew Rudd UN-Habitat 1-Apr Indicator 70

Indicator 70...does urban green space count private or only public space? We actually debated this when 
designing the City Biodiversity Index (which you've referenced). While some felt that private green space 
should be included (and thus incentivized) because it was still performing ecosystem services such as carbon 
sequestration, climate regulation, air purification, etc, others felt that this should be a governance-type indicator 
with only public (i.e. protected) green space counted because in theory only this could be counted on to 
continue to provide these ecosystem services in the future.

Carlos Albaerto 
Restrepo 
Echavarria

Corporación 
Globalización 
Ciudadana 
CGC

1-Apr

El proyecto en general está bien contextualizado, lo que deseamos aportar desde la Corporación, es que se 
debería tener en cuenta una sub-línea  sobre formación integral para líderes, para que ellos le aporten al 
desarrollo de los #Indicadores2015 .  Con la creación de un programa de formación integral para líderes, se 
pretende una formación, basada en el encadenamiento educativo y que por ende los líderes fortalezcan su 
gestión ante las entidades públicas y privadas, que desarrollen competencias para observar oportunidades y 
generar ofertas que agreguen valor, con impacto positivo, sobre indicadores económicos y humanos, con 
base en las características y exigencias de la sociedad actual.

Rob Wheeler

Global 
Ecovillage 
Network, 
Planetafilia, 
and 
Commons 
Action for the 
UN

1-Apr overarching

1. One of the biggest problems with the existing commitments and international agreements that have already 
been made is that they typically lack sufficient means, mechanisms and funding to carry them out.  The targets 
and indicators that you are recommending so far include the same problem. What is needed instead is 
identifying general means of funding and implementation and then including targets and indicators that reflect 
the need for and extent to which they are being put in place and carried out. You will need to rework both the 
targets and indicators so as to include the processes that are needed to carry them out; but if you do so and 
the international community does likewise then it is much more likely that the indicators will truly become 
operational and the targets and goals will actually be met. If we do not measure the extent to which funding, 
processes and means of implementation are put in place, then they probably will not be. And this whole 
process could become somewhat meaningless. 
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Rob Wheeler

Global 
Ecovillage 
Network, 
Planetafilia, 
and 
Commons 
Action for the 
UN

1-Apr overarching

Each of the targets and indicators must thus specifically refer and include all 3 of these elements; and there 
should also be stand-alone indicators on the extent to which each of these 3 elements are included and being 
provided on-goingly in local, national, regional and the global SDG processes as well. 

I thus encourage the SDSN to call specifically for this to be included in the final outcome agreement on the 
SDGs; however in addition, you ought to include each of the three elements in your draft - either as a 
fundamental indicator that should serve as a basis for achieving each of the Targets and Goals in either a 
chapeau AND/OR under Goals and Targets 2 and/or 10 (cont.)

Rob Wheeler

Global 
Ecovillage 
Network, 
Planetafilia, 
and 
Commons 
Action for the 
UN

1-Apr overarching

2 The need for a specific Means of Finance for each SDG, Target & all Indicators; an effective Assessment and 
Review Process; and a participatory approach to planning, decision making and implementation. 

This should be included in a Chapeau AND/OR under Goals and Targets 2 and/or 10. The SDSN Action 
Agenda Report states that "the SDGs will be complementary to the tools of international law, such as legally 
binding global treaties and conventions, by providing a shared normative framework that fosters collaboration 
across countries, mobilizes all stakeholders, and inspires action. Indeed, as has been demonstrated by the 
MDGs, well-crafted goals will: 

Unite the global community and inspire coherent public and private action at local, national, regional, and 
global levels. Sustainable development must be pursued at all levels of government (local, national, regional) 
and by public and private stakeholders, including business, civil society, academia, and research. Well-crafted, 
outcome- focused goals will foster a unity of purpose across public and private actors. Such goals can be 
applied at local, national, and regional scales, and will shift the focus of debate from “what?” to “how?”

Help guide the public’s understanding of complex sustainable development challenges, including neglected 
ones. Just like the MDGs familiarized decision makers with maternal mortality and other development 
challenges, the SDGs will lay out an agreed list of priority challenges, which will educate heads of government, 
mayors, business leaders, scientists, and other stakeholders about the complex issues that must be addressed 
in combination. Children everywhere should learn the SDGs to help them understand the challenges that they 
will confront as young adults."

This is all well and good however what is not yet mentioned and must be said is that the international 
community has repeatedly found that the extent of implementation is ultimately dependent upon a number of 
key factors principally those of developing specific Means of Finance; an effective Assessment and Review 
Process; and a participatory approach to planning, decision making and implementation. If any of the three are 
short changed implementation typically suffers. Thus it is critically important that these three elements be 
included as a primary and overarching basis for the full set of Indicators and the entire SDG review process.

Rob Wheeler

Global 
Ecovillage 
Network, 
Planetafilia, 
and 
Commons 
Action for the 
UN

1-Apr overarching

3 Developing a Comprehensive Framework and using the National Strategies and Councils to achieve the 
SDGs and all other international sustainable development agreements. The United Nations and its Member 
States need to develop a comprehensive framework for implementing the SDGs, Targets and Indicators at all 
levels of government and society in a participatory and integrated manner. The UN has repeatedly agreed to 
develop and implement Local and National Sustainable Development Strategies; Local and National Action 
Plans on Sustainable Consumption and Production; National Development Plans; and various types of 
Conventions and Protocols. 

The National Strategies and Councils would provide an excellent means through which to develop and oversee 
the SDG process. However a process should then be developed in each country as well focusing on how best 
to fulfill all of the International Sustainable Development goals, commitments and action plans that have been 
agreed to date. A specific target and indicators should be developed focusing on the extent to which each 
country, community and region is in fact carrying out and achieving the SDGs and all of the other Sustainability 
Agreements as well.

Rob Wheeler

Global 
Ecovillage 
Network, 
Planetafilia, 
and 
Commons 
Action for the 
UN

1-Apr overarching

The United Nations and its Member States need to develop a comprehensive framework for implementing the 
SDGs, Targets and Indicators at all levels of government and society in a participatory and integrated manner. 
The UN has repeatedly agreed to develop and implement Local and National Sustainable Development 
Strategies; Local and National Action Plans on Sustainable Consumption and Production; National 
Development Plans; and various types of Conventions and Protocols. 

The National Strategies and Councils would provide an excellent means through which to develop and oversee 
the SDG process. However a process should then be developed in each country as well focusing on how best 
to fulfill all of the International Sustainable Development goals, commitments and action plans that have been 
agreed to date. A specific target and indicators should be developed focusing on the extent to which each 
country, community and region is in fact carrying out and achieving all of the other Sustainability Agreements. 

Rob Wheeler

Global 
Ecovillage 
Network, 
Planetafilia, 
and 
Commons 
Action for the 
UN

1-Apr 53

Additional 
Targets & 
Indicators 

are needed 
under Goal 
3 on Public 
Awareness 

and 
Education 

for 
Sustainable 
Developme

nt

In the introductory section of this paper you again have suggested that the SDGs should provide a normative 
framework that "fosters collaboration across countries, mobilizes all stakeholders, and inspires action" and that 
the SDGs should "Unite the global community and inspire coherent public and private action at local, national, 
regional, and global levels." 
I would suggest that this is probably not too likely to happen unless much more effective methods are used to 
educate the public, as well as those within the educational system, about sustainable development processes. 
I thus believe that the Targets and Indicators you have put forward are somewhat remiss in not specifically 
mentioning and including Education for Sustainable Development. I am a teacher and I am often surprised at 
how few educators are aware of the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development, at least in the US, 
even though we have a very successful and proactive US Partnership on the Decade in the US. 
A specific Target and Indicators must thus focus on the extent to which Education for Sustainable Development 
is supported and implemented within the schools; and the public is kept well-informed at all levels of 
governance and throughout society. 

Rob Wheeler

Global 
Ecovillage 
Network, 
Planetafilia, 
and 
Commons 
Action for the 
UN

1-Apr 35 Target 01a
The section, targets and indicators on poverty should focus on the extent to which access to basic services 
and social protection etc. are provided for all peoples, particularly those living in rural and impoverished urban 
communities where most of those facing extreme poverty live. 
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Rob Wheeler

Global 
Ecovillage 
Network, 
Planetafilia, 
and 
Commons 
Action for the 
UN

1-Apr 61-62
Target 04a 

and 
Indicator 27

The Targets and Indicators ought to focus on the extent to which each country complies with the 
recommendations from the UN OHCHR, treaties and conventions. Given that the all UN Member States have 
ratified or acceded to the Universal Declaration on Human Rights and the UN Charter and that the Declaration 
is quite clear that every individual and every organ of society shall take progressive measures, both nationally 
and internationally, to  provide and secure these basic rights; and given that under Article 28 we are all entitled 
to an International and Social Order that is also sufficient to provide and obtain these rights, all Human Rights 
treaties, protocols and conventions should be mandated to be Universal in nature. And steps should be taken 
to ensure that this is undertaken. 
One means to achieve this would be to mandate that all UN Member States report on the extent to which they 
are living up to all of the various human rights agreements, whether they have signed and ratified them or not, 
through the SDG implementation and review processes. This is really an obligation that all states have under 
both the Universal Declaration and UN Charter. 
Indeed the Targets and Indicators should mandate the development and implementation of a Universal and 
Global Periodic Review of all UN Treaties and Agreements - all of which are essential for ensuring that all 
people's basic human rights and needs are met, whether they deal specifically and directly with the 
achievement of human rights or not. The above would apply specifically to the Target 4a which the SDSN is 
recommending. 

Rob Wheeler

Global 
Ecovillage 
Network, 
Planetafilia, 
and 
Commons 
Action for the 
UN

1-Apr 82 Target 06a Under Target 6a and the related indicator I suggest adding the percentage of the people that are able to get 
their basic nutritional needs met and the extent to which rural people are able to achieve self sufficiency. 

Rob Wheeler

Global 
Ecovillage 
Network, 
Planetafilia, 
and 
Commons 
Action for the 
UN

1-Apr 85 Target 06b

Target 6b reads: "Halt forest and wetland conversion to agriculture, protect soil resources, and ensure that 
farming systems are resilient to climate change and disasters.*" 
While this target and its related indicators are well and good, I suggest strengthening it by adding the need to 
create healthy ecosystems which are fully restored and which provide the basis upon which all agriculture 
ultimately depends. A specific Indicator should indicate the extent to which all ecosystems are restored and 
maintained in a fully healthy, sustainable and biologically diverse manner. 

Rob Wheeler

Global 
Ecovillage 
Network, 
Planetafilia, 
and 
Commons 
Action for the 
UN

1-Apr 86-87 Target 06c 

Target 06c. Ensure universal access in rural areas to basic resources and infrastructure services (land, water, 
sanitation, modern energy, transport, mobile and broadband communication, agricultural inputs, and advisory 
services).
Given that 90% of waste water in the developing world flows back into the watershed untreated; and most 
developing countries and communities do not have the resources required for modern industrialized waste 
processes, it is essential that biological waste treatment be pursued and provided in all countries and regions 
so that all waste water can be processed and treated in an ecologically healthy manner. This is essential in 
order to provide access to clean and healthy water. 
This could thus be added either under Indicator 57 and/or 58 under the Target on Rural infrastructure and 
services. 
Indicator 57 should also look at the extent to which all water, particularly in the developing world, is biologically 
treated and totally clean and the treatment process does not cause further damage to natural ecosystems but 
instead can help to restore them. (cont.)

Rob Wheeler

Global 
Ecovillage 
Network, 
Planetafilia, 
and 
Commons 
Action for the 
UN

1-Apr Target 06c 

 Given the specificity of this Target Area it is essential that it include a more broad based approach as well. For 
example, the Target and Indicators could focus on the percentage of rural communities that have access to 
and are using a community based approach to sustainable rural development where in access to all of the 
needed services are progressively and increasingly made available. 
This should include a determination as to which basic services are needed and the primary challenges that 
must be overcome in each country, region of the country, community and in the whole world, along with the 
extent to which a specific plan is developed and put in place to effectively meet all of these needs. 
One of the Targets and related Indicators should thus focus on the need for and the extent to which a global 
program and network of regional resource and service centers has been developed that can provide access to 
sufficient training, resources and services to meet all people's basic human needs and to enable them to live 
sustainably. 
It must be recognized that the adoption and implementation of Sustainable Consumption and Production 
practices is just as important in rural areas as in the urban setting; and thus a full on program, along with 
Targets and Indicators must address the extent to which SCP is provided in both rural and impoverished urban 
areas where they are most needed. This should also include support for the usage of ecological building 
materials and practices; the provision of employment and income opportunities that can come with the 
transition to SCP practices; etc. 

Rob Wheeler

Global 
Ecovillage 
Network, 
Planetafilia, 
and 
Commons 
Action for the 
UN

1-Apr 91 Target 07a

Target 07a. End extreme urban poverty, expand employment and productivity, and raise living standards.
The Indicators under this target should include the percentage of communities that are providing access to 
basic services for all and meeting all basic human needs, along with the extent to which each neighborhood 
and urban area is doing so as well. 
Living in slums and informal settlements is actually not the problem. The problem is whether all people's basic 
human needs are being met, they are living in a safe environment and situation, they have decent housing, 
income opportunities, etc. It is quite unlikely that we will be able to move all peoples out of slums and informal 
settlements; but we can and should take care of all people's basic human needs. This then is what should be 
reflected and included in the Indicators. 

Rob Wheeler

Global 
Ecovillage 
Network, 
Planetafilia, 
and 
Commons 
Action for the 
UN

1-Apr 118 Target 09a, 
09c

It must be recognized that unless and until humanity moves rapidly towards a circular zero waste economy we 
are unlikely to live within the constraints of our planetary boundaries and the carrying capacity of the earth. It is 
thus essential that specific indicators be added under Target 9a and 9c that focus on the extent to which 
business and governments are or have adopted Extended Producer Responsibility, Zero Waste, and other 
such Circular Economy practices and that such an approach be mentioned and included in the actual Targets 
as well. 
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Sumi Mehta

UNF Global 
Alliance for 
Clean 
Cookstoves

1-Apr 71

In addition to the comments already submitted on behalf of the various programs and initiatives of the United 
Nations Foundation, we are pleased to submit an additional comment on proposed indicator 71:
We are extremely pleased to see the inclusion of an indicator on household cooking energy.  We would like to 
note, however,  that it would be useful to collect information on all types of household cooking energy in order 
to  better estimate the adoption of modern cooking solutions.  For example, the core question asked in top 
down surveys tends to assess the primary or main cooking fuel, and includes a broad range of cooking fuels 
(wood, processed biomass, kerosene, biogas, charcoal, crop waste, LPG, solar, coal, dung, electricity, other).  
If additional questions can be included, information on other fuels used for cooking, as well as detailed 
questions on stove type can also be included. 
Finally, we would ask you to consider including the Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves as a lead agency for 
this indicator; we have been working closely with WHO and SEFA to ensure harmonization of top down 
indicators for the household cooking sector, and anticipate a continued leadership role within these efforts.

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr overarching

The major epidemics of infectious diseases cause high mortality rates in earlier stages of life and therefore 
were prioritized in the sixth MDG. This prioritization should be upheld in the new development agenda as 
premature death due to preventable causes represents the ultimate negation of equitable life opportunities 
and, hence, the most severe form of injustice. In particular HIV&AIDS constitutes one of the most important 
threats to human development as a consequence of several highly specific characteristics, namely the huge 
dimensions of people infected and affected, high mortality in the prime time of life, the peculiar association with 
societal denial, stigmatization and discrimination as well as the devastating socioeconomic impact. Still in 
2010, and notwithstanding substantial progress of access to antiretroviral treatment, out of every six deaths 
that occurred worldwide in the age group 25 to 39 years one was caused by HIV (calculated on the basis of 
IHME, GBD Cause Patterns ). Roughly two thirds of all deaths caused by HIV happen before these persons 
reach their 40th birthday. The very high burden of morbidity and mortality in the age groups when people 
establish families and have to take care for young children, combined with the fact that frequently both parents 
are living with HIV, leads to extreme impoverishment, degradation or loss of resources and harshly reduced life 
perspectives for succeeding generations – unless effective and comprehensive services of treatment, care and 
support are in place. Negative social reactions against key population groups and people living with HIV not 
only aggravate these consequences of the disease, but also increase vulnerability to HIV infection.

Therefore Action against AIDS strongly recommends that the Agenda for Sustainable Development includes a 
separate target for HIV&AIDS and other major infectious diseases considering their crucial importance for the 
chance to live a decent life and in line with the priorities set in the MDG framework. In the light of the 
characteristics mentioned above the response to the HIV epidemic must be seen by the international 
community as a mainstay of progress across all four dimensions highlighted in the Technical Report For The 
Post-2015 Development Agenda prepared by the Thematic Group on Health for All of the Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network: economic development including the eradication of extreme poverty, social 
inclusion, environmental sustainability, and good governance. Looking on the proposed structure of health-
specific targets it appears highly contradictory and inconsistent with the principles of global justice and 
relevance for human development to emphasize non-communicable diseases in both targets 05b and 05c, 
whereas HIV and other communicable diseases included in MDG 6 are not mentioned at all on the target level. 
Instead target 05b should be dedicated to the health MDGs and its formulation should clearly mention the 
necessity to achieve the end of AIDS in the established time frame.  (cont.)

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr overarching

An explicit reference should be made to existing commitments adopted in UN Declarations, namely the goal to 
achieve, by 2015, universal access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support as a critical step towards 
ending the global HIV epidemic” (UN Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS: Intensifying our Efforts to Eliminate 
HIV/AIDS, June 2011, Para 51).  Any shortfalls regarding the fulfilment of this commitment that may exist at the 
end of the MDG timeframe need to be addressed with the highest urgency in the very first phase of the new 
development agenda.  Furthermore, it is of critical importance to address not only individual behaviour, but also 
to confront the social and structural determinants of health, such as discrimination of key populations, 
disadvantage of women, unstable living conditions, and other forms of social inequality and exclusion in the 
case of HIV or hazardous environmental and work conditions in the case of non-communicable diseases.

The spread of HIV and the ability to access effective antiretroviral treatment depends on many social 
conditions and manifold are also the often devastating consequences of the disease – a special case in the 
history of public health. As such, HIV&AIDS is a crucial and intricate aspect of sustainable development and 
human dignity. Moreover, other factors can both positively and negatively affect the spread of HIV as well as 
the treatment of AIDS, and health-aspects in general. Hence, a Post-2015-development agenda must address 
structural and socio-economic determinants of health and particularly of HIV&AIDS in all relevant sectors 
through a comprehensive and coherent approach. All other areas of development should contribute to (and in 
no case hinder) access to and availability of adequate, affordable and effective medicines and health products 
and quality health-services, and formulate respective indicators. Good Health is the very basis of all aspects of 
sustainable development.

Action against AIDS Germany welcomes the acknowledgement of health being interconnected with all other 
goals, as shown in Table 2 and particularly on page 24. However, the description of interconnecting aspects is 
far too limited. As Action against AIDS Germany already commented on a respective SDSN-report in the 2013 
UN-NGLS Civil Society Consultation for the Secretary-General, every goal should have an explicit indicator on 
health- and on HIV&AIDS in particular, indicating if and how the access to (and accordingly availability of) 
adequate, effective and affordable medicines and health products for all is promoted. (cont.)

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr overarching

Social inequality implies unfavourable living conditions and limited scope for self-determination, thus leading to 
poor health outcomes in general and high vulnerability to HIV infection in particular. Even though the topic of 
equity was ranking high in international debates and previous reports suggested to link an “equity-indicator” to 
every goal, this SDSN report Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals fails to follow the recommendation. 
This needs to be corrected! Also, an indicator demonstrating the involvement of populations/communities in the 
development of country-, region-, and especially locally-specific strategies is missing, as well as time-bound 
targets for how to increase access to HIV-prevention, treatment, care and support services, general health-
care services and participation in later funding and programming processes. Combined with measures for 
mobilisation of community engagement and community systems strengthening, such an indicator and 
commitments can increase and secure democratic participation and the representation of all populations with 
specific needs. This would increase domestic ownership.

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr 5 17 - 20

The purpose of SDG indicators is not only twofold as stated in the report, but rather threefold. A third purpose 
should be added after line 20: “Third, an indicator serves as benchmark to assess financial and political 
support from the international community in regard to the fulfilment of commitments made as well as to 
promote and ensure accountability”.

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr 5,6
46-47 on 

page 5 and 
1-32

Regarding the latter, there should be an operating measure that analyzes to what degree the international 
community (particularly donor governments) has fulfilled international commitments, such as achieving the UN 
target for ODA of 0.7 % of GNI or reaching the Universal Access to HIV-prevention, treatment, care and 
support, and others. It is too limited a view to only evaluate national and sub-national reporting. The global 
community must be held accountable for their commitments and responsibilities.
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Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr 7 4--7

It is absolutely right that the SDG indicators should provide for disaggregation by the characteristics of the 
individual. However, to increase progress in providing for HIV-prevention and treatment options to particularly 
vulnerable, marginalized and most-at-risk populations, it is helpful to disaggregate data and findings to very 
particular (though anonymized)  aspects such as sexual orientation, sex-work, drug use. 

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr 11, 24 Goal 3 
indicators

Goal 3 should be directly linked to the health goal by using clear issues to measure / indicators, as health is 
fundamental to ensure effective learning and “to reach development potentials”. With regard to HIV&AIDS this 
implies a link to the provision of measures for the prevention of parent-to-child-transmission of HIV, access to 
lifesaving HIV-treatment for all children and the provision of hitherto lacking adequate child-friendly diagnostic 
tools and medicines.

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr 12, 24 Goal 4 
indicators

The targets, Issues to measure and indicators under goal 4 make this goal too limited in regard to health 
aspects! It is too little to just focus on birth registration and violence against women to achieve gender equality, 
social inclusion and human rights in the health context. The achievement of the human right to health for all is 
critical to achieve all other human rights and as such it is fundamental to link this goal to health aspects 
through a respective target, issues to measure and indicators. It is also of central importance to intensify the 
work with men on respectful gender relationships and responsible sexual behavior.  The sole focus on women 
here is unlikely to produce the intended outcomes and does not do justice to the concept of gender equity 
which involves both women and men.

Gender-inequality, inequity, discrimination and stigmatization play a particular role in prevention and treatment 
efforts in the context of HIV&AIDS. This particularly accounts for most marginalized, particularly vulnerable and 
most-at-risk populations. As such, they are barriers to the fulfillment of the human right to health and human 
dignity. 
Consequently, Goal 4 and respective issues to measure and indicators must call for and measure progress 
with regard to the end of discrimination and stigmatization based on sexual orientation and gender identity, 
social status , and HIV-infection as well as AIDS and other diseases. A national stigma and dicscrimination-
index could be a vital indicator. Particularly with regard to „gender equality“, the realization of sexual and 
reproductive health and rights it is necessary to make sure that women and girls are able to decide when, if 
and with whom they have sex with and to empower them to autonomously protect themselves from a sexually 
transmitted potential HIV infection and to make sure that mothers and newborns are safe and healthy.
Moreover, achieving gender equality, social inclusion and human rights must consequently imply a commitment 
to provide for universal access to adequate and quality essential healthcare without financial hardship as well 
as to finally fulfill the 2011 United Nations commitment to provide for Universal Access to HIV prevention, 
treatment, care and support. 

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr 12 Target 4a Discrimination and inequalities must not only be ended for the named areas, but also for participation in 
cultural and social life.

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr 13 Goal 5 
targets

The targets under goal five are too limited and too unambitious. In the 2013 
UN-NGLS Civil Society Consultation for the Secretary-General, Action against AIDS Germany already 
commented the respective SDSN-report by saying that an adequate health goal needs to aim at ending AIDS 
and all other preventable diseases within a reasonable period of time. An end of AIDS is possible and a global 
development agenda that wants to be comprehensive and bring about “a decent life for all” has to set this 
specific target as a priority of the new development agenda.

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr 13 Indicator 34

Even though we very much welcome the measurement of “physical access” instead of just measuring 
“coverage or availability”, It is not sufficient to only provide for and measure access to “primary health care”. A 
post-2015-Agenda needs to go further and also provide for “essential health care”. According to the United 
Nations commitment to “achieve, by 2015,  Universal Access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support as 
a critical step towards ending the global HIV epidemic” (Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS 2011, also 
committed to in the 2012 Rio+20 outcome document) an adequate indicator has to take these for aspects 
thoroughly into account.

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr 13 Indicator 35

Out-of-pocket expenditure on health must not solely be seen as a percentage of total expenditure on health. It 
rather has to also link general expenditures on health to household-income in order to reflect low-income 
households that suffer from financial hardship caused by catastrophic health expenditure. Furthermore this 
proposed indicator fails to measure the absolute capacity and willingness of the public sector to financially 
support health promotion in a specific country. Especially in some high and middle income countries a 
considerable proportion of out-of-pocket expenditure can coexist with relatively substantial public expenditure 
for health compared to low income countries (e.g. Singapore, Mexico). Thus, general government expenditure 
per capita as well as in relation to total government expenditure (measuring the achievement of the “Abuja 
target”) and GDP, as well as taking into account country specific health financing needs in view of disease 
burden and underinvestment would represent more relevant indicators.

Specifically, general government health expenditure in developing countries should reach at least a level of 5% 
of GDP. As this target would be insufficient to achieve universal health coverage in low-income countries and 
several lower-middle-income countries it should be complemented by a minimum target of public health 
spending of no less than 86 US$ per capita in 2012 terms, which represents the resource need for providing a 
minimum level of key health services in low-income countries and promoting universal access to at least 
primary-level services (McIntyre, Meheus: Fiscal Space for Domestic Funding of Health and Other Social 
Services, March 2014). In addition, this reference value needs to be adjusted according to country-specific 
financing needs determined by epidemiological situations and socioeconomic conditions.

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr 13, 75 Indicator 41

We very much welcome the acknowledgement of this supposed indicator to specifically measure treatment 
rates according to access to the most-effective HIV-combination therapies. Nevertheless, we want to point to 
the necessity of also taking into account the rates of retention and success of antiretroviral therapy.  
Appropriate adherence support, effective monitoring of virological and immunological outcomes as well as 
continuous supply of WHO recommended medicines represent crucial aspects for this life-long treatment.  
Furthermore it is vital to track access of key populations to HIV treatment as well as access to alternative 
regimens in case of toxicity and to second-line and third-line regimens in case of treatment failure. This is vital 
as new and improved regimens, needed for second and third-line therapies by a growing number of patients 
are considerably more expensive. The reason is that only a limited number or even no generics for newer 
medicines-therapy exist. Consequently, an indicator can bring to light shortcomings, particularly with regard to 
hitherto non-adequate availability of child-friendly pediatric diagnostics and medicines. 

However, based on the 2011 UN Political Declaration on HIV/Aids as well as on the UNAIDS “Zero Strategy”, 
Action against AIDS Germany suggests the following four areas as differentiated “issues to measure”  and the 
development of respective accurate indicators:
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Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr Indicator 41

1.     Zero new HIV-infections through

a.     the elimination of HIV mother-to-child transmission
b.     universal access to adequate and effective prevention services, including universal access to effective 
HIV treatment as means for reducing the risk of passing on the virus
c.     reaching marginalized, most-at-risk und particularly vulnerable populations with adequate and effective 
prevention services, including universal access to effective HIV treatment as means to reducing the risk of 
passing on the virus and including adequate products, such as microbicides and needle and syringe 
programmes, opioid substitution therapy and antiretroviral therapy  for people who inject drugs.

2.     End of Aids-related deaths through

a.     Universal access to and availability of effective, adequate and comprehensive antiretroviral therapy for all 
people in need thereof, particularly adequate diagnostics and medicines for children
b.     Reaching marginalized, most-at-risk and vulnerable populations with access options to treatment
c.     Realizing current treatment guidelines of the World Health Organization (WHO)

3.     Elimination of all forms of discrimination and stigmatization, particularly in regard to discriminatory laws as 
means that hinder people to adequately protect themselves from an HIV infection or to adequately get access 
to treatment.

4.     Universal access to psycho-social and material support for people affected by HIV and Aids, particularly 
orphans and vulnerable children.

Respectively developed indicators should directly depict status of progress and as such potential areas that 
need increased support.

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr 19, 20, 21

Goal 10 
indicators, 
particularly 

indicators 
92, 100

The content of goal 10 can have tremendous effects on the access to and availability of adequate quality and 
affordable essential medicines and health products, and on effectiveness and efficiency of health-care services 
itself. As such, health aspects must play a role in regard to “issues to measure” and indicators under goal 10. 
As Action against AIDS Germany already stated in the 2013 UN-NGLS Civil Society Consultation for the 
Secretary-General in regard to the respective SDSN-report, there must be explicit indicators in place to make 
sure that rules for international trade, intellectual property, technology transfer and research and development 
(R&D) are changed or designed in a way to increase access to and the availability of adequate, innovative, 
high-quality and affordable essential health products  that cover specific needs of people in developing 
countries. Furthermore, a substantial increase of public investment in medical research is required in order to 
improve the availability of critically needed medicines and other health products, especially for disadvantaged 
populations including children. If this is neglected, the Post-2015-Agenda must be deemed incoherent and 
inconsistent, as the above named aspects already hinder affordable, effective and adequate treatment of 
diseases – particularly HIV&AIDS.

Marco Alves
Action against 
AIDS 
Germany

3-Apr 20

Target 10 b 
and 

respective 
indicators

The 2001 WHO-Commission on Macroeconomics and Health recommended that developed countries should 
provide at least 0.1 percent of their GNI as official development assistance (ODA) specifically for health. To 
support health promotion and care, particularly in the context of Post-2015 health goals and targets, Action 
against AIDS Germany recommends that the new development agenda  incorporates the 0.1 percent GNI 
target  for health and consequently, to include a respective indicator.

Emma Sacks Columbia 
University 4-Apr Indicator 16 Can contraceptive prevalence rate be explicitly limited to modern methods? Also, can it be for "current use" not 

"ever use"?

Emma Sacks Columbia 
University 4-Apr Indicator 38

There is a need for an indicator specifically on newborn mortality.  As with the MDGs, the targets for child 
health will not be met without an explicit focus on newborns, so this should not be conflated with other child 
health indicators.  Personally, I would suggest an additional indicator on % of newborns receiving a postnatal
care visit from a trained health professional within one week, or a similar proxy for newborn care, as we know 
this is highly correlated with reduced newborn mortality.

Emma Sacks Columbia 
University 4-Apr Indicator 45  I would be careful to label overweight as "unhealthy behavior." There is a lot of evidence around the need for 

structural interventions, rather than individual ones and the use of BMI to measure this is problematic.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr overarching

•    Regarding the cooperation between international agencies and National Statistical Offices, the paper 
mentions there were some missed opportunities by the MDG process. We couldn't agree more and we would 
like to highlight the Memorandum of Understanding (between several MDBs, the IMF and the UN) signed last 
April for the purposes of enhancing our collaboration in supporting the strengthening of statistical capacity in 
member countries.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr overarching

•    As gaps between social groups have persisted despite the progress of the last decade, we are pleased to 
see equity as a crosscutting issue in the post-2015 agenda. We fully support the focus on disaggregated data - 
looking beyond averages and reaching everyone is especially important to institutions such as the IDB that 
work primarily in middle income countries, where the majority of the world's poor live.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr overarching

•    The report also emphasizes the collection of data on a more frequent basis. While we agree more frequent 
data collection than was used for MDGs could be helpful, we also think we should be mindful of the cost of 
collecting such data, especially if progress is likely to be somewhat limited from year to year. We would like to 
suggest a 24 month data collection cycle as more cost-effective than annual. Additionally, the large number of 
indicators (100) will contribute to the burden on countries in terms of measurement and there is a risk that too 
many indicators will overwhelm the attention of the public.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr overarching

•    We are pleased to see indicators the Bank has already been using in its Corporate Results Framework 
appear among the SDGs (e.g. indicator 10 "share of informal employment in total employment"). We are also 
excited to find inspiration for new indicators to potentially incorporate as the IDB updates its Institutional 
Strategy.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr overarching

•    We note that there are no specific targets related with broadband or technology in Goal 3 (Ensure Effective 
Learning for All Children and Youth for Life and Livelihood) and Goal 5 (Achieve Health and Wellbeing at all 
Ages). We suggest that specific targets and indicators can be included as they are in Goal 6. Specifically, 
indicators related to the availability and use of broadband technologies and devices in educational centers 
(Goal 3) and health centers (Goal 5).

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr overarching •    The report rightly highlights the crucial importance of good governance to achieve the SDGs. However, it 
would benefit from a common definition of "good governance".

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 1 •    Goal 1should pursue that all people have sufficient means that reflect economic welfare and appropriate 
standards of life. At the IDB we prefer to rely on a national threshold for measuring extreme poverty.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 4

•    The focus on inequality in target 4a makes it particularly important to Latin America and the Caribbean.  The 
corresponding indicators are perhaps insufficient to monitor progress of such an ambitious target. Further 
break down (e.g. into equitable access to social services, decent livelihoods, democratic freedoms, justice, and 
economic opportunities) could better capture the specified objective.
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Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 4 •    Indicator 28 does not measure discrimination, but instead equality of representation in political office.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 4

•    Indicator 29, which measures compliance with ILO labor standards, raises two concerns. First, the lack of 
international consensus over ILO labor standards. While there is general consensus on "core labor standards" 
(freedom of forced labor; abolition of child labor; right to collective bargaining; freedom of association; and 
elimination of discrimination), the indicator creates a new category of "key standards". Second, certain well-
intentioned standards can inadvertently reduce productivity and harm groups they are intended to protect (e.g. 
very generous maternity leave standards').

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 5

•    Indicator 46. The Household Dietary Diversity Index has the objective of monitoring healthy diets. This may 
be a fair measure in the poorest countries but studies have shown that it is not be a good measure for many of 
the countries in the LAC region, where a higher household dietary diversity score is associated with greater 
consumption of unhealthy foods' . The prevalence of anemia among non-pregnant women of reproductive age 
would be the preferred measure.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 6
•    Along with access to mobile and broadband communication, we think that access to devices will also be 
important. It would be interesting to consider the following indicators: i) smartphones per 100 inhabitants in 
rural areas and ii) computers per 100 households in rural areas.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 6 •     Fixed broadband will also play a role (although it will not be the predominant technology in rural areas). We 
would suggest removing the word "mobile" from indicator 60 to take all broadband connections into account.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 7
•       We concur with the need to develop indicators for urban income poverty and the proportion of urban 
population living in adequate housing conditions. We would be delighted to collaborate with SDSN in 
developing the methodology for these two indicators.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 7

•       We would like to see urban planning further emphasized in the document. Urban plans and planning are 
absent from the report despite their importance in formalizing sustainable development strategies. Given the 
high levels of urban tenure insecurity, it is not clear why the report limits its access to land focus to rural areas. 
Specifically, we would like to see the urban areas included in indicator 86 "access to land in rural areas index".

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 7
•       There are serious challenges to monitoring the percentage of urban population living in informal 
settlements (indicator 65). Perhaps most important of these challenges is the hysteresis with respect to the 
classification of an area as an informal settlement or slum despite improvements in living conditions.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 7 •       Indicator 70 "green space per capita" would perhaps be better measured by access to green area (e.g. 
access to green area within 500 meters of house) to help highlight issues of inequality in urban development.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 10

•      Regarding financing, in many forums the discussion is moving beyond traditional ODA, to capture a 
broader perspective of development cooperation. As an example, while by mandate the IDB's work is focused 
on reducing poverty and inequality in a sustainable, climate friendly way, just around 14% of our annual 
Sovereign Guarantee disbursements are classified as ODA in the OECD-DAC statistics.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 10 •       Additionally, adequate financing isn't just about volume, but about also  effectiveness.  We would propose 
that indicators reflecting the efforts of the Paris, Accra, and Busan processes also be included.

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 10

•       We would like to propose the following possible indicators for sustainable technologies and ICT (indicator 
99):
o      Access:
•       -Coverage (availability) of broadband services as a percentage of population
•       - International Connectivity as Kbps per user o
•       - Penetration of computers as percentage of households
•       - Penetration of smartphones as percentage of population
•      - Average price of broadband services (as USD$ PPP per Mbps) o
•       - Broadband penetration (fixed and mobile) as a percentage of population

Veronica Zavala 

Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank 

4-Apr Target 10
•       People should be at the center of governance. However, this key actor is missing in the paragraph on 
governance for sustainable development (page  122). We recommend the word "citizen" or "people 11  be 
included.

Ellen H. Starbird

USAID - 
Office of 
Population 
and 
Reproductive 
Health

9-Apr overarching

We are proposing a post-2015 goal of universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights.  As a 
metric, we propose "75% of demand for family planning satisfied with modern contraceptive methods."  This 
level of demand satisfied is approximately the average in OECD countries today and is a level reached by 
some high-performing lower-middle income countries.  
 
The proposed benchmark is measurable, consistent with FP2020, and the data for calculating it are available 
from DHS and MICS surveys, meaning it is nationally representative and can be tracked on a regular (if not 
annual) basis.  We believe this indicator is an improvement over unmet need.  It is more easily understood and 
is linearly correlated with contraceptive prevalence, whereas unmet need has an inverse-U shaped relationship 
with rising contraceptive prevalence, often rising as demand rises faster than use and then falling again as 
demand and use come into balance.  
 
Currently, the report lists TFR, CPR and unmet need for family planning as suggested indicators (pp. 10-11) 
under Goal 2, "achieve development within planetary boundaries."  Goal 5, “achieve health and well-being at 
all ages,” lists universal coverage of sexual and reproductive health and family planning in  target 5a, but has 
no indicator related to this target.  I would like to propose that the “unmet need for FP” indicator be replaced 
with the "demand for FP satisfied" indicator described above and that it be placed under Goal 5 rather than 
under Goal 2.
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Ann Starrs Family Care 
International 15-Apr overarching

I wanted to take this opportunity, from the civil society side, to strongly support the suggestion from USAID to 
a) include a target on met demand for family planning of 75% by 2030, and b) to include this target under Goal 
5 (health). As Ellen outlined, the “met demand for FP” target has several advantages:
 
·         It is easily understandable for non-technical audiences (as compared to the “unmet need for FP” 
indicator, which is widely used in our community but is often confusing to non-health/non-FP audiences, 
including policy-makers)

·         It frames the issue of family planning firmly around women’s desires and intentions – the target is to 
provide women with the services they want (as compared to CPR and TFR, which carry the risk of enticing 
countries to adopt potentially coercive practices to get women to use contraception/reduce fertility)

·         Data for calculating the target are regularly collected through nationally representative surveys
 
I hope the next version of the SDSN report/suggested indicators can incorporate this target

Michel Sidibé UNAIDS 15-Apr overarching

1. UNAIDS would like to see an alignment of its post 2015 proposed goal framework of 'ending the AIDS 
epidemic' reflected in the SDSN. Ending the AIDS epidemic is the reduction of HIV incidence and AIDS-related 
deaths to levels such that they no longer represent a major health threat to any population or country. The goal 
and targets necessary to end the AIDS epidemic post 2015 builds on the momentum and unprecedented 
progress made under the MDGs whilst recognizing this as an unfinished business of "Getting to Zero." This 
global AIDS strategy has inspired people around the world and can act as a catalyst for broader progress on 
health and social justice. In this light the following three targets and relative indicators, to be disaggregated to 
measure the various equity dimensions, have been identified and being suggested. 'Ending the AIDS epidemic' 
can be measured by the achievement of the following three targets :

a) Towards Zero New Infections: Achieve an 80% reduction, from 2010 levels, in new adult infections and 
among key populations, and to reach global equity in the rate of new infections among children by 2030.
b) Towards Zero AIDS related deaths: Achieve universal ART coverage - 80% coverage for all people living 
with HIV, including key populations, by 2020 and 85% by 2030 and viral load suppression of 95% among 
people on treatment.
c) Towards Zero Stigma and Discrimination : Stigma and discrimination faced by people living with HIV (PLHIV) 
and key populations reduced by 75% from 2010 levels by 2030

Michel Sidibé UNAIDS 15-Apr overarching

2. The nature of the AIDS epidemic - its interaction with poverty, exclusion, law, gender dynamics, politics , 
taboos and more - has demanded that the response directly confront the political and social determinants of 
risk and vulnerability. Further it is important to note that the multi-sectoral dimensions of the response are 
reflected in other goals some of which have been suggested in the preliminary SDG indicators, such as:
o  Poverty eradication:  Social protection is a critical enabler of progress on a range of development goals, 
including ending AIDS and ending poverty . HIV and human rights advocates promote HIV-sensitive social 
protection and systems that are designed to uphold principles of inclusiveness, gender equality and human 
rights to ensure that protection measures reach the socially and economically marginalized, people in security 
and humanitarian settings and key populations at higher risk of HIV.
o  Education: Orphanhood is frequently accompanied by prejudice and increased poverty , factors that can 
jeopardize children's chances of completing school education and may lead to the adoption of survival 
strategies that increase vulnerability to HIV. It is important therefore to monitor the extent to which AIDS 
support programmes succeed in securing the educational opportunities of orphaned children.
o Youth : HIV knowledge among young people can be an indicator for quality of and access to comprehensive 
sexual and reproductive health education .
o Condom use is an important measure of protection against HIV and other sexually transmitted infections 
especially among people with multiple sexual partners, as well as in preventing unwanted pregnancies.
o Gender: There is growing recognition that women and girls' risk of, and vulnerability to, HIV infection is 
shaped by deep-rooted and pervasive gender inequalities - in particular, violence against women . Prevalence 
of intimate partner violence against women should be measured both as an outcome itself, and a proxy for 
gender inequality . (cont.)

Michel Sidibé UNAIDS 15-Apr overarching

o Women's autonomy to make decisions on their own health, including SRHR and access to HIV services is 
also an important indicator of women's empowerment.
o Equality: Stigmatised and vulnerable populations, including women and girls, men who have sex with men, 
people who use drugs and sex workers disproportionately bear the brunt of the HIV epidemic. The ability of 
these populations to access HIV services, and their protection from stigma and discrimination and other 
violations of their human rights, is critical to ending AIDS and central to achieving more inclusive and equitable 
societies .
o Means of implementation/ Global Partnership: People living with HIV require lifelong access to treatment, 
and increasingly to medicines for NCDs - yet these remain cost prohibitive for millions of people. Systemic 
changes must be made to ensure sustainable access to essential medicines as a global public good, including 
through innovative partnerships, use of TRIPS flexibilities, local production and medicines regulatory 
harmonisation.
o Peaceful and nonviolent societies, rule of law and capable institutions: The participation of people living with 
HIV and affected communities in governance of AIDS programmes is a determining factor in their 
effectiveness. More broadly, collective action and collaboration among multiple stakeholders is central in the 
equitable and sustainable provision of public goods including healthcare, water and education

Michel Sidibé UNAIDS 15-Apr overarching

3. Finally, the strategic goal of the 'ending AIDS epidemic' and the Sustainable Development Goals reflect the 
intrinsic relationship between human rights, healthy people and sustainable development.  Such alignment 
calls for global collective and strategic efforts to ensure:

o A commitment to ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 is secured in the post-2015 agenda, including through 
explicit reference in the agenda's preamble;
o HIV-sensitive targets and indicators under several goal areas, including health, are included to ensure policy 
coherence and action on the social, political, economic and environmental determinants of AIDS, poor health, 
poverty and inequality;
o The eventual health goal reflects a holistic and rights-based approach to health, and includes a target on 
ending AIDS as well as explicit focus on poor and marginalised populations, including men who have sex with 
men, sex workers and people who inject drugs;
o A commitment to ending AIDS is measured by progress on three aspects: significantly reducing HIV 
incidence, scaling up HIV treatment and reducing stigma and discrimination experienced by people living with 
HIV and key populations;
o Inclusive accountability mechanisms are established and/or strengthened that provide opportunities for 
greater citizen participation and ownership in implementing and monitoring the post-2015 development 
agenda.
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Paul Ehrlich, 
William Ryerson, 
Joan Diamond, 
Joe Bish 

Population 
Media Center, 
Millennium 
Alliance for 
Humanity and 
the Biosphere 

19-Apr overarching

On March 23/24, 2014 the Population Media Center and the Millennium Alliance for Humanity and the 
Biosphere co-hosted an expert workshop on the role of global population levels in environmental degradation 
and the threat of collapse.

Our underlying concern was the “perfect storm” of problems now facing humanity and the gap between our 
understanding of the problems and the failure of governments, institutions, and individuals to develop new 
patterns of behavior that will reverse the current trends. The storm includes lethal and escalating threats posed 
by the destruction of our life support systems traceable to current global population size and growth, and 
overconsumption by wealthy individuals and nations, and manifested by climate disruption, toxification of the 
planet, resource wars, widespread poverty, financial crises, and a growing gap between rich and poor (to name 
just some of the most prominent). Even though scholars in the natural and social sciences have extensively 
explored the issues and worked with civil society to produce popular books, films, blogs, and lectures, human 
beings and their many enterprises continue to deplete natural capital at rates far faster than it can be 
replenished, to degrade essential ecosystem services, and place society on an increasingly dangerous 
trajectory.

Our goal was to explore the feasibility of fostering a 21st century social movement addressing one driver of 
these interwoven threats:  population levels.

After attending the workshop, Dr. Alaka Basu brought to our attention your draft SDSN indicator report, which 
addresses these issues from a comprehensive perspective and lays out indicators and frameworks for 
pathways to achieving sustainable development within planetary boundaries. (cont.)

Paul Ehrlich, 
William Ryerson, 
Joan Diamond, 
Joe Bish 

Population 
Media Center, 
Millennium 
Alliance for 
Humanity and 
the Biosphere 

19-Apr overarching

Working with the organizing committee of the workshop and with input from Professor Basu, we would like to  
suggest you consider including the following indicators under Goal 2c. We realize that some of these indicators 
relate to other goals and targets, but we have not cross-referenced them for co-benefits. The suggested 
indicators are:

• Proportion of population with unrestricted access to contraceptive knowledge and supplies within 10 kms of 
their homes;
• Availability of a full spectrum of ‘modern’ methods of contraception through official family planning programs;
• Proportion of schools offering age appropriate sex education beginning in primary school;
• Legal status of abortion;
• Access to safe abortion services and post-procedure care;
• Proportion of women who say they have full voice in determining the number of children they have, including 
factors such as domestic and sexual violence and coercion;
• Proportion of girls getting married before the age of 18;
• Proportion of women whose desired fertility rate is lower than local replacement level fertility.

A fundamental concern of ours is that if we, as global citizens, are truly concerned about sustainability, our 
measures dealing with population dynamics must reflect the fact that sustainability and equity cannot be 
achieved unless global TFR falls to less than replacement level. This was a key conclusion of the workshop, 
and confidence was great that this can be achieved within a human rights framework, humanely, equitably and 
with the values necessary for healthy societies.

We recognize that we are entering your conversation on population and planetary boundaries in the eleventh 
hour; however, if we can be helpful in any way, please let us know. 

Priya Madina GSK 23-Apr overarching

GSK welcomes the opportunity to comment on the draft report, “Indicators for Sustainable Development 
Network” which was recently launched for public consultation.

GSK is very supportive of the approach that the technical teams under the Secretary General’s Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network (SDSN) have taken in analysing potential indicators for the forthcoming 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); the framework and indicators are valuable in providing the detail to 
support the overall high-level goals and will provide a robust structure for high-quality reporting.

It is critical that alongside the development of the post-2015 framework, we do not lose sight of completing the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) between now and 2015. Therefore, GSK reinforces the importance of 
ensuring that the MDGs and original MDG indicators are retained in the post-2015 agenda, together with any 
supporting framework and indicators.

Priya Madina GSK 23-Apr Target 5a

GSK supports the continuing importance of focusing on Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs). Goal 05, Target 
5a, does not currently specifically mention NTDs. Also, although the NTD cure rate is referenced under 
‘Additional indicators that countries may consider’, GSK recommends that an emphasis on the NTD prevention 
rate is also included. 

Priya Madina GSK 23-Apr Indicator 44 
GSK supports the emphasis in the framework on non-communicable disease (NCDs) specifically mentioned at 
Indicator 44 and listed under ‘Additional indicators that countries may consider’; and on HPV, specifically 
mentioned at Indicator 36 and listed under ‘Additional indicators that countries may consider’.

Priya Madina GSK 23-Apr target 02b

With regard to target 02b, GSK supports the inclusion of a target on the release of ozone-depleting 
substances. GSK advocates ending the “essential use” exemption for CFC use in MDIs. In doing so, the final 
phase-out of CFCs would be expedited and protection of the earth's ozone layer and the health of citizens 
would be enhanced, as alternatives to using CFCs in inhalers are widely available. All GSK MDIs have now 
been reformulated to use a non-ozone-depleting delivery system using HFA propellants and manufacture of 
the last GSK MDI product using CFC ceased in 2009.

Priya Madina GSK 23-Apr Goal 6, 7

Throughout the framework, there are a number of goals and targets that reference water use and security – 
GSK is supportive of these. GSK is a signature to the UN CEO Water Mandate and is implementing a strategy 
to reduce the impact of water use by GSK.  GSK's measure of water impact considers the availability, quality 
and regulation of water and social issues across our value chain where water use takes place. Often GSK is a 
relatively minor actor within a given catchment.  To ensure that GSK’s water use is sustainable it may be 
necessary to support projects which are not directly related to GSK’s own consumptions. Where appropriate 
we will work collaboratively to address water issues in the most sustainable way.  

Pharmaceuticals in the Environment: There is currently limited and non-conclusive evidence of human or 
environmental harm associated with pharmaceuticals in the environment (PIE). However, GSK acknowledges 
and supports greater efforts in understanding the long term environmental impact of man-made substances, 
including medicines, and in minimising their release into the environment. Any measures introduced to address 
the issue of pharmaceuticals in the environment should be based on a robust scientific assessment of the 
potential threat posed by PIE and clearly differentiate between the potential impact on health from PIE and the 
potential impact on the environment. 
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Priya Madina GSK 23-Apr Goal 8

GSK is supportive of the framework’s emphasis on curbing human induced climate change. GSK's long-term 
goal is for our value chain to be carbon neutral by 2050.  This means we need to look at every aspect of our 
products – from sourcing raw materials to manufacturing and product use and disposal. Our 2020 goal is to 
reduce our carbon footprint by 25% across the business. However, the traditional view of a manufacturer’s 
carbon footprint has tended to focus on its operations and distribution network. And it is here that incentives – 
primarily around supporting greater energy efficiency – have also tended to focus. However, this approach 
does not capture the carbon footprint of the materials needed to make products. Nor does it capture the energy 
used by consumers when they use manufactured products. 

A broader assessment of the carbon footprint suggests that the most effective and successful strategy should 
focus on the entire value chain from suppliers to end users, not just a manufacturer’s own operations. It also 
needs to address the siloed approach to carbon accounting which fails to discourage imports from carbon-
intensive countries (as their carbon footprint will be accounted for in the exporting country) and fails to 
incentivise suppliers to reduce carbon emissions. 

Priya Madina GSK 23-Apr Target 10c
With regard to Target 10c, GSK is supportive of the principle of integrated reporting for businesses and already 
reports relevant social and environmental information in its Annual Report 
(http://www.gsk.com/investors/corporate-reporting/annual-report.html). 

Jacob Scherr NRDC 29-Apr overarching

Strongly support indicator #64 on the “deployment of a sustainable development strategy for each urban 
agglomeration above 250,000”
For indicator #67, a more specific standard for minimum public transportation might be % of people within 
0.5km of public transit running at least every 20 minutes
Adjust indicator #68 to “population-weighted exposure PM10 and PM2.5 (µg/m3)
Adjust indicator #68 to “percentage of population whose exposure to PM10 and PM2.5 is above certain µg/m3 
(i.e. 15) threshold”
Shift indicator #70 from “urban green space per capita” to place-based equitable access indicator such as “% 
of population under a 10 minute walk to urban green space”
Strongly support and amend indicator #73 with 2020, 2030, 2050 commitments for GHG emissions reductions 
by countries and urban agglomerations above 500,000 people
For indicator #74, under “comments and limitations” for reporting both production and demand- based 
measures: consumption data are largely estimates with much larger error bars than the production data. This 
has been debated in the UNFCCC realm years ago and opens up a Pandora’s box as you then need to also 
count the emissions reductions that countries are exporting as they sell clean energy technologies. The line 
becomes pretty difficult to draw.
For indicator #77, it seems pretty compacted to measure this as per unit of anything, you would need to break 
it down be sector to be meaningful. Why not just use total AFOLU emissions?
Add indicator under Target 8c: “phase out fossil fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption by 2030”
Add indicator under Target 10: “country implements integrated national platforms to register commitments from 
local governments, companies, foundations, and non-governmental organizations that further sustainable 
development goals and targets"

Jacob Scherr NRDC 29-Apr

Table 2: 
Inidicators 
for cross-

cutting 
themes

Global Partnership

Under Goal 7 on cities, “ensure local governments have access to sufficient capital, capacity, and enabling 
policies”
Under Goal 7, “foster initiatives and partnerships within and among all stakeholders within cities, including local 
governments, the private sector, financial institutions, and non-governmental organizations”
Under Goal 8 on climate and energy, “establish placeholder targets based on outcome of COP21” Under Goal 
8, “ensure co-benefits by integrating climate in development strategies and planning” Under Goal 8, “promote 
partnerships among all stakeholders, in line with Secretary-General’s Sustainable Energy for All targets on 
energy access, renewable energy, and energy efficiency”

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr overarching

This preliminary draft of “Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals” is one of the best UN commission 
reports that I have read (though not many). The most impressive parts are three: (1) differentiating “core 
indicators’ and “tier 2” indicators, (2) the “SMART” targets, and (3) most targets need pass the test of “back of 
a business card”. Secondly, the high vision of ensuring the outcomes of trade (or WTO, FTA) negotiations can 
be consistent with achieving SDGs as a whole is also awesome.  Along with other merits, the whole book 
indeed brings the feeling of shifting focus of “debating on what to do” to “how to do”. 
     However, as “how to do” become the leading issues of UN SDSN Commission, supply-side approach or 
criteria need be integrated into indicators, especially on spatial planning related ones. In order to find the 
locations where need be improved, spatial disaggregation data bank is most important for several indicators in 
Goals 1, 3 (minimum shelter living, public transportation, schooling facility/service standards in urban slum or 
low-income areas)¬¬, 7, 8 and 10. The last three goals and targets need political will from central and local 
governments (some projects need partially work with private partnership) together to build (for LDCs) or to re-
generate (for DCs) low-carbon transportation and land use integrated green city system for sustainable 
production, living and ecology. Those targets wording need pass the test of “Website slogans of local 
government”.
The report is especially good at goals that private business can help to achieve. Therefore, my indicator 
revisions and text suggestions below will mainly focus on public-private partnership or pure government long-
term duties. 

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr overarching

Current drafting 100 key indicators among 10 goals are not well distributed, especially among the duties of UN 
Habitat, UNIDO and WHO. Goal 5: Achieve Health and Wellbeing at all Ages takes 16 indicators (34 to 49, 
major responsibility belong to WHO). Some indicators in this goal seem not feasible or necessary to request 
low-income countries. 
     In another hand, Indicators in goal 1 (end extreme poverty including hunger), goal 2 (achieve development 
within planetary boundaries), goal 3 (ensure effective learning for all children and youth for life and livelihood) 
and goal 7 (empower inclusive, productive and resilient cities) can be enhanced or multi-dimension integrated 
via space or location improvement standards for long-term capacity building for sustainable developement.
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Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr overarching

To improve the living quality of human, many low income and lower middle income countries are not doing 
sustainable urban periphery plan or construction for the people. It is mainly due to their shortage of capital or 
land use plan to improve existing slums. 
However in China, there are very little slums. Their urban industry/commerce registration and land use 
capacity, public facility and service system have not authorized to migrating workers from rural areas due to 
historical city population registration [Hokuo] system. Therefore they need tackle the problem from both 
changing Hokuo system and providing public lands for development. 
     As for most LDCs, it is necessary to provide supply-side approach or indicators to examine the institutional 
reform in people-needy countries. Those countries or cities normally need financial support from World Bank, 
regional banks, bilateral or multilateral ODA. Supply-side planning approach need set the location and distance 
minimum requirements for accessing clean water, fresh food market, primary school and medical/nursing 
centers in needy areas. Legislation and serious urban planning administration are necessary. I provide 
Taiwan’s legislations on supply standards of public facility (including children play ground, primary, secondary 
and senior high schools, markets,…etc.) in Appendix Table 1 for reference.  The legislation process is also a 
good process for democracy development. It is most likely to be implemented in countries applying WB loans 
or ODA debts where vita statistics, censuses, administrative records and household survey are more likely to 
be implemented.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr overarching

Goal 4: Achieve Gender Equality, Social Inclusion, and Human Rights have not set enough supply-side 
standards for minimum economic life (i.e. foods, shelter, space for running business, open space) in the urban. 
For example, a small city of 250,000 must provide how many commercial zoning areas; how many acre of 
public land for primary and secondary schools. For cities of more than 0.5 million of population, UN ECOSOC 
need periodically examine the improvement of public infrastructure and service delivery system, such as 
garbage collection and treatment factory; sewage coverage and treatment system. In small cities and rural 
areas, dry toilet (the new tech just innovated by Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation) treatment sites. Therefore I 
suggest to reorganize Target 4a and 4b as well as indicators 26 to 29. Some spatial public service standards 
can put in Goal 5 for achieving health and wellbeing for all ages. We need re-specify the correct concept and 
priority of human rights.  

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr overarching Indicators 63 to 78 for Goal 7: Empower inclusive, productive and resilient cities has not been well organized 
mainly due to the lack of supply-side urban growth planning and management standards.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr overarching

Goal 8: Curb human induced climate change and ensure sustainable energy (change to “sustainable earth” 
can be a better wording because energy is just one of the five key sectors in our daily economic activities) 
current draft composes six core indicators. The last three (indicators 74, 75 and 76) are mixing five sectors into 
three and their measure scales do not reflect the country progress degree. Following Taiwan’s official statistical 
standards, I suggest following evaluation system: 
(1) Patronage share of low-carbon public and private transportation (including car, bus, train etc) in the country.
(2) Carbon emission reduction ratio from energy/electricity production (as comparing to 3 or 5 years ago) in the 
country.
(3) Carbon emission reduction ratio from industrial sector (as comparing to 3 or 5 years ago) in the country.
(4) Carbon emission reduction ratio from transportation sector (as comparing to 3 or 5 years ago) in the 
country.
(5) Carbon emission reduction ratio from residential and commercial buildings (as comparing to 3 or 5 years 
ago) in the country.
It is reasonable if one country selects only three sectors as core improvement sectors in next five to ten years. 
So, this bundle of indicators can be bundled as three for meeting national priority goals.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr overarching

Indicator 92 of Goal 10 can be specified as “Resilient or healthy fiscal indicators”.  So far, this is the most 
ambiguous indicator in this draft. I would like to provide one composite index that Taiwanese economists 
innovated for evaluating creditable local governments. For LDCs, we can set weights of 40% from regular 
budget; 30% short-term debt or cash flow payment ability; 30% long-term debt payment ability. For DCs or high-
income countries, we add one more indicator: sustainable self-manage fiscal funds 10% and reduce long-term 
debt payment ability to 20%. This composite index has evaluated the highest score for Taipei City (5.19), the 
second Hsin Chu City…. The worst counties are Kee-lung (3.63), Nantou County and Hua-Lien County (3.58).
Some modification to meet fiscal statistical databank of each country will be necessary. For example, if China’s 
provincial or city fiscal healthy indicators is to be established in similar way, we will use their capital resources 
of “Investment amount of social fix assets” which can be composed of 30% from government (central and local 
added) budget; 30%  capital out of institution; 20% short-term debt; 20% long-term debt. 
Before BIS, IASB, IFRS, IMF, WIPO, WTO and WB can come out of consensus indicators, I recommend one 
already workable indicator for Asia countries and cities. It is most important to find credible cities because FDI 
need find fiscal reliable countries and cities.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr overarching

Indicator 92 of Goal 10 can be specified as “Resilient or healthy fiscal indicators”.  So far, this is the most 
ambiguous indicator in this draft. I would like to provide one composite index that Taiwanese economists 
innovated for evaluating creditable local governments. For LDCs, we can set weights of 40% from regular 
budget; 30% short-term debt or cash flow payment ability; 30% long-term debt payment ability. For DCs or high-
income countries, we add one more indicator: sustainable self-manage fiscal funds 10% and reduce long-term 
debt payment ability to 20%. This composite index has evaluated the highest score for Taipei City (5.19), the 
second Hsin Chu City…. The worst counties are Kee-lung (3.63), Nantou County and Hua-Lien County (3.58).
Some modification to meet fiscal statistical databank of each country will be necessary. For example, if China’s 
provincial or city fiscal healthy indicators is to be established in similar way, we will use their capital resources 
of “Investment amount of social fix assets” which can be composed of 30% from government (central and local 
added) budget; 30%  capital out of institution; 20% short-term debt; 20% long-term debt. 
Before BIS, IASB, IFRS, IMF, WIPO, WTO and WB can come out of consensus indicators, I recommend one 
already workable indicator for Asia countries and cities. It is most important to find credible cities because FDI 
need find fiscal reliable countries and cities.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr overarching

All indicators need consistency on overall positive or negative measurement for long-term comparison. Since 
goal 1 already adopt measurements on “reducing” poverty, stunting and below dietary concept, it is better to 
add “not” in other indicators which is now in positive proportion scale.
     In this way, no matter which goal is to be discussed for academic, policy and/or loan application, all 
stakeholders can easily get consensus on improvement.
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Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 28 39 Delete “day-to-day politics” or change to “domestic politics”. Such long-term development goals seldom relate 
to day-to-day politics.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 28 40 Delete “short-term”; only keep “business imperatives”. Most public-private partnership projects are not seeking 
short-term profits. Median and long term rewards are most likely expected.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 30 11 Add “or government website” before the period.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 31 28 Add “integrated land use and transportation plan” after “the urban goal”. In addition, it will be better to use 
“urban growth strategy” rather than “the urban goal”.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 36 2~3
Indicator 2: Proportion of population not living in the neighborhood units with 500-800 meters (in the city) or 
reasonable public transportation distance (in the rural) to access safe water, daily agri/food market or stores 
and primary school service.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 37 34 Add “or gas energy” before period.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 39 13~15
Delete indicator 5. Such kind of indicators for measuring Iron, zinc, iodine, vitamin A, folate and vitamin B12 is 
not necessary. Too much business flavor.  There are other important basic elements for human body basic 
needs.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 42 2, 19
Indicators 7 and 8 are related to refugees and UN peace keeping. They are important indicators in evaluating 
the budget usage of UN high Commissioner for Refugees and OCHA. However it is arguable to put such 
indicators into SDG indictors. 

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 45 27

Indicator 11 can be defined as: Share of self-employed SME family business in the total employment. (High 
ratio may not be bad. It may be just vivid type of SMEs-dominated economy. When supply-side urban plan 
indicators (i.e market with parking lot) will be accepted, there will be rising of such employment in LDCs) – 
need one conference by ILO for discussion.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 55 34 Add “and low-income districts of median and low-income countries” after in regions of conflict.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 58 14~15 Delete. It is unreasonable to educate children for global citizenship by age 14.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 59 11
Indicator 24 can be changed to: Senior high school student structure - proportion in occupational (i.e. 
agriculture, industry, commerce) vs. in general (i.e. preparing for entering colleges) (for LDCs) or College 
students structure (for DCs).

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 59 28 ILO need be replaced by UNESCO

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 65 32 Gini coefficient is not easy to be disaggregated by district (space). It may be better to use Palma ratio or simply 
the ratio of the top 20% to the poorest 20%.
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Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 71 1

Indicator 37: Proportion of mental health clinic (or hospital beds) to the general clinic (or hospital beds) – an 
indicator only for cities with population 0.5 million or more. It is not necessary to collect such data in rural areas 
or small towns because the open natural environment is already the best healing environment. (for DCs only 
because it is a kind of luxury indicator for LDCs)

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 92 2 Indicator 64 can be defined as “Proportion of urban habitants not living in well-plan residential, commercial and 
industrial zones.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 94 15 Please add “not” in front of “using basic drinking water”.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 96 18 Add “not living in a habitat” in front of “with access to reliable public transportation”.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 124 29~34 Indicator 92: resilient (or healthy) fiscal indicators

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

30-Apr 128 20 Add UNIDO and FAO.

Lee-in Chen

Chung-hua 
Institution for 
Economic 
Research  
(Taipei, 
Taiwan)

23-May overarching
"Appendix Table 1: The Land Use Plan Standards for Public Facilities, Markets, Residential/Commercial Zones 
- Excerpts of Minimum Requirement of Urban Planning (& Expanding, Review Planning) in Taiwan" can be 
viewed at http://goo.gl/5uMFN8
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