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Redwood’s most popular annual event 

takes place July 1. (See Canada Day poster 

on page 20.) Organizing a party for 

hundreds involves months of planning and 

plenty of work both beforehand and on the 

day. Want to lend a hand? Please visit 

redwoodmeadows.ab.ca or send an email 

to programs@redwoodmeadows.ab.ca to 

find out how you can help. 

 

Town Council, with help from Redwood’s 

Indigenous Awareness Committee, 

awarded education scholarships to 13 

Tsuut’ina students. See page 4 for details.  

Lease negotiations continue. Watch for two 

reports—a preliminary appraisal and a 

phase I Environmental Assessment—

coming out in late June or early July. See 

page 3 for more Council news. 

 

Also in this issue, read why it’s important 

to keep dogs under control at all times, 

what’s going on in Bragg Creek and how 

to avoid Lyme disease.  

 

This is the last issue of the Chatter until 

September. Happy summer! 

thechatter@redwoodmeadows.ab.ca 
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The sports field in Redwood 
Meadows comes alive  

weeknights in May and June 

when kids of all ages come 
out for soccer and T-ball 

programs.  

 

Big thanks go to main  
organizer Kristi Kraychy and 

all the parents and families 

who make this such a fun 
annual tradition.  

 

See page 8 for more on 
spring sports in Redwood. 
 

Photo by Kristi Kraychy 
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CHATTER IN THE WOODS 

 

is a monthly, volunteer-managed 

publication of the Redwood Meadows 

Community Association and is 

distributed via email to residents of 

Redwood Meadows and the 

surrounding area. The Chatter is also 

available online at 

www.redwoodmeadows.ab.ca.  
 

Receive a link to the Chatter on the first 

day of each month by emailing us at: 

thechatter@redwoodmeadows.ab.ca  

A limited number of printed copies is 

available from the Chatter boxes at 

Redwood House, mailboxes and at the 

BCCC in Bragg Creek. 

Contact the EDITORIAL TEAM at 

thechatter@redwoodmeadows.ab.ca 
 

Advertising Rates: 

Business Card $30/month 

Quarter Page  $44/month 

Half Page $63/month 

Full Page  $120/month 
 

Payment is required with your  

advertisement. 

 

Discount rates are offered for six-month 

or one-year commitments. 
 

Deadline for each edition is the 15th of 

the month prior to publication. 
 

Submitted articles must be signed. 

Chatter in the Woods assumes no  

responsibility for the content or  

accuracy of articles printed. The views 

reflected in this newsletter do not 

necessarily reflect the views of the 

editors. 

classifieds 

CHATTER SEEKS NEW EDITOR 

The Chatter is looking for someone to take on the editing and layout of this 
monthly (Sept. to June) publication. The volunteer position requires experience 
with Microsoft Publisher and good communication skills. Knowledge of the 
local community helps! Time commitment is about 15 hours per month. Current 
editor is willing to show new volunteer the ropes. If you would like to get 
involved, email thechatter@redwoodmeadows.ab.ca. 
 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL TRAILS JUNE 2 

Tunes for Trails 2018, featuring live music by Skuzzy and the Woodticks, takes 
place Sat., June 2 at the Bragg Creek Centre. If you walk, bike, hike or ski on 
local trails, you’ll want to help raise money to support their maintenance. Come 
celebrate with your neighbours and enjoy live music, a silent auction and a late-
night snack. Buy tickets at https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/tunes-for-trails-2018-
tickets-45633096821?aff=eac2. 
 
ART SHOW AND SALE AT REDWOOD HOUSE 

Bragg Creek Painters will hold its final show and sale at Redwood House on 
June 15 and 16. Reception takes place Fri., June 15 from 6 to 9 pm. Join us for 
appetizers, aperitifs and art. Show and sale continues June 16 from 10 am to 4 
pm. Free admission and demos all day. Everyone is welcome! 
 

PLAYGROUP RETURNS TO REDWOOD IN SEPTEMBER 

Mark your calendars—a revamped playgroup returns to Redwood House this 
fall, Tuesdays from 10:15 am to noon. Email vbfrench44wolf@gmail.com. 
 
JOIN YOUR FRIENDS FOR A WALK IN THE HAMLET   
The Ladies Auxiliary hosts a weekly walking group in Bragg Creek. Meet at 
10:30 am Wednesdays at the community centre. Email jahand@telus.net. 
 

REDWOOD FITNESS WRAPS UP FOR THE SUMMER 

Adult fitness classes continue at Redwood House M, W, F from 9 to 10 am until 
mid- to late June. $10 per drop-in class. Email anns@safari.ca for information. 

The CHATTER is printed 
by the Bragg Creek  

Business Centre:  

403-949-2333 
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council update 

Lift Station Now Operational—Just in Time for High Water 

Con�nued on next page 

Council met on May 1 and facilitated the  
annual general meeting on May 15. Council 
would like to announce that Neil Thornton 
resigned from his position on Council on 
May 1.  Council has opened nominations to 
replace the two vacant positions via a  
by-election. Nomination forms will be  
accepted until June 4. Forms are available at 
the Townsite Office, 1 Manyhorses Drive.  
 
INFRASTRUCTURE  

The lift station that has been scheduled for install since 
the fall of 2017 is finally operational, just in time for our 
high-water season. A big thank-you to our operations 
manager, Rocky Bond, for toughing it out and seeing the 
project come to fruition. 
 
There are five main infrastructure projects scheduled for 
this year. Councilor Allen will be overseeing the  
rehabilitation of our skating rink, the building of our new 
maintenance building, the changing over of our street 
lights to LED bulbs, the installation of security cameras 
at Townsite entrances, and the improvement of our drink-
ing water intake system. 
 

 EMERGENCY SERVICES 

An emergency preparedness training day was held on 
May 26. Training was a cooperative effort between local 
volunteers, our emergency services department and other 
emergency services partner agencies. Training was  
primarily on our tiger berm equipment, a temporary and 
portable flood barrier that the Townsite owns.  
 
Our operations manager is keeping a close watch on river 
levels and the spring melt for our community’s safety. He 
provides daily and weekly updates to our Townsite  
manager and Council.  
 
The speed sign purchased by the Townsite is now in use 
in our community. Residents are reminded that the speed 
limit is 30 km/h. Slow down, be safe, and share the road-
ways with all our residents.  

 

FINANCIAL 

The 2017 audit was presented and approved at our AGM. 
Copies can be obtained at the Townsite office. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Our emergency services open house was held on May 12. 

A big thanks to those who came out and pre-
sented and to those residents who attended.  
 
Redwood Meadows is pleased to announce 
the awarding of scholarships to community 
members of Tsuut’ina Nation. A luncheon 
was held on May 23 at the Grey Eagle Casino 
to award the scholarships. A big thank-you to 

our Indigenous Awareness Committee for the work they 
did in making this happen. (See photo on page 4.) 
 

LEASE UPDATES 

Lease negotiations continue to move forward, with  
decisions based on four main pillars: the Stewardship 
Agreement, taxation, infrastructure, and valuation and 
finance. To support these pillars and their related  
discussions, a preliminary appraisal and a phase I  
Environmental Assessment have been completed. Both 
reports, which were cost-shared equally between the  
Nation and Townsite, will be available in late June or 
early July.   
 
Other areas that are being addressed and collaboratively 
worked on through this process are relationship-building 
with the Nation; public safety and emergency manage-
ment; mutual agreement on flood mitigation and the  
position on SR1; the scholarship program (as mentioned 
above); June 21—National Aboriginal Day; and the  
annual Powwow, to be held this year from July 27 to 29.  
 
By having a collaborative working and trusting relation-
ship, both parties are moving forward with clear target 
dates and achieving the required key milestones. 
 
For further updates, please come out to the lease infor-
mation nights. This is a chance for our LAWG and Town 
Council to inform residents in person and answer any 
questions. Watch for the date of the next lease  
information night on our website and community boards. 
 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Council meetings are held on the first and third Tuesday 
of every month at 7 pm at Redwood House. Agendas are 
available at redwoodmeadows.ab.ca prior to the meeting. 
To add an agenda item, please contact Townsite Manager 
Julia Kennedy-Francis on/by the Friday before the  
meeting: jkennedyfrancis@redwoodmeadows.ab.ca.  

 

Redwood Meadows Town Council 
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council update 

Redwood Council Presents Education Scholarships  

Mayor Paul Sawler and Councillor Mike 
Decore joined the successful recipients of the 
Redwood Meadows Scholarship Program for 
a luncheon at the Grey Eagle Hotel’s Little 
Chief Restaurant on May 23.  
 
Tsuut’ina students hoping to win a scholar-
ship from Redwood Meadows were required 
to fill out an application form, including  
references from community members, and 
write an essay on how they planned to use 
their education to grow as an individual.  
 
The successful applicants were chosen by 
members of the Redwood Meadows  
Indigenous Awareness Committee. Among 
this year’s recipients are 10 post-secondary  
students and 3 high school students.  
 
Redwood Meadows Town Council would like 
to acknowledge the work of these fantastic 
individuals and wish them the best in their 
future.  
 

Big congratulations go to: Ngatai Crowchild, Cecilia  
Littlelight, Maria Onespot, Lacy Runner, Stephanie 
Onespot, Erin Manywounds, Kimberly Big Crow and 
Kehiw Eagletail, all of whom attended the awards event. 
Several recipients were unable to attend due to school 
commitments. Congratulations also to Robert  
Dodginghorse, Jacob Crane, Donovan Mendez-Big 
Plume and Benjamin Crane. 
 

Mike Decore 

Redwood Meadows Town Council 

Recipients of this year’s Redwood Meadows Education Scholarships pose 

with Mayor Paul Sawler, Councillor Mike Decore and Camille Whitney, 

seated, from the Bullhead Adult Education Centre. 

Wishing all dads and grandpas  
love and hugs on June 17! 
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bragg creek community association 

Impress your Camping Friends with Outdoor Chef Skills 

Hello Community!  
 
And hello summer! We hope that 
you are starting to prepare for a 
warm and fun month that might 
involve time on the trails and out 
in the woods. If you’re planning 
on getting out and enjoying the 
wilderness, we have an outdoor chef class coming up 
that’s perfect for you. This class will take your camping 
cuisine past hot dogs and s’mores to delicious gourmet 
fare that will make all your friends jealous. Outdoor chef 
class takes place Thursday, June 21 at 7 pm (please  
register by June 13).  See ad on page 12 information. 
 
If you are looking to get those kiddos registered in local 
summer camps, head to the BCCA website 
(braggcreekca.com) for details on many summer camps 
that will be happening in and around the hamlet this year. 
If you are planning to run a summer camp, email  

outreach@braggcreekca.com to 
get it featured on our website.  
 
It has been awesome to see so 
many friends and neighbours out 
enjoying the Bragg Creek  
Community Park already this 
year. We want to mention a  

special thanks to Matt Weiers and his family for taking 
the time to pick up garbage and make the park nicer for 
everyone. We sure have a lot of great folks out in these 
woods!  
 
Did you know, we are only A MONTH AND A HALF 
AWAY FROM BRAGG CREEK DAYS!? We cannot 
wait for another amazing outdoor event! The Market 
Square registration is now open for any vendors interest-
ed in being a part of this exciting community event. You 
can apply by emailing info@braggcreekca.com or by 
calling the office at 403-949-4277 and requesting the  
vendor package.  
 
If you are wondering how to get involved in making our 
community even more awesome, why not volunteer at 
Bragg Creek Days?  
 
It’s happening on Saturday, July 21 and Sunday, July 22, 
and there are lots of volunteer options available, from a 
few hours to all weekend long. 
 
Email outreach@braggcreekca.com to find out how you 
can support this volunteer-driven, 50-years+ tradition!  
 
We wish everyone a safe and sunny June and hope to see 
you around the hamlet!  
 

The BCCA Board 

 
If you’re reading a paper copy of 

the Chatter, please  
remember to recycle it.  

 
Thank you! 
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redwood meadows community association 

Spring Sports off to a Great Start 

We have been so lucky to have 
started our RMCA spring sports 
with some incredible weather this 
year! We wanted to extend a  
GIANT thank-you to all of our  
enthusiastic and dedicated volunteer 
soccer and T-ball coaches who are 
helping make this a fun-filled  
season for our youth.  
 
You truly make a positive impact on 
children and inspire in many of 
them a love for keeping active and 
playing team sports.  
 
We would also like to thank all the 
parents who help with set-up and 
take-down each week and those 
who have volunteered for our  
special events such as photo day.  
 
Our end-of-season celebration and 
BBQ will take place on Tuesday, 

June 19 at 5:45 pm. All registered 
soccer and T-ball families are  
welcome to attend. This year we 
will be handing out RMCA gift 
bags, and we have already received 
some fantastic kid-friendly  
donations from businesses in our  
community!  
 
If your local business would like to 
participate, please contact  
kristi.kraychy@gmail.com for more 
details. 
 
Thanks for supporting community 
sport programs!  
 

RMCA Spring Sports 

Rylie Kraychy helps with preparation for 

spring sports in Redwood.  
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wildfire prevention 

Learn to Make a Safe Campfire 

Now that we’re reaching the height of summer camping 
season, it’s important to know the basics about building 
and extinguishing a campfire. 
 
Before you start to build a fire, have the proper tools on 
hand—a shovel or spade, an axe or hatchet and enough 
water to fully put out the fire. 
 
In the backcountry or in areas where there is no dedicated 
fire ring, use this method to build a campfire: Make a  
circle about one metre around; dig or scrape down to the 
mineral soil; then clear away any flammable materials 

within one metre of the pit. Do not leave fires unattended. 
 
To extinguish the fire, let it burn down, spread the embers 
within the fire pit, then add water or loose soil and stir. 
Expose any material still burning, add more water and stir 
until you can no longer see smoke or steam.  
 
Do not bury the fire as embers could continue to smoulder 
and re-emerge as a fire. Repeat until your campfire is cool 
to the touch. Remember: Soak it. Stir it. Soak it again. 

 

With information from wildfire.alberta.ca 
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dogs in redwood 

Keep Dogs Under Control to Keep Them Safe 

Spring has sprung, and with the 
nice weather, we all like to get  
outside more.  For those of us with 
dogs, that means taking them along 
for outdoor activities or just taking 
them out for a nice long walk. 
 
We want to make these outings as 
enjoyable as possible, and many 

believe an off-leash romp and run is an excellent activity 
for our dogs to burn off some excess energy.  While 
there’s no doubt a good freewheeling outing is a fun time 
for both our dogs and us, enjoyment of the outdoors and 
safety for everyone around us should be our priority. 
 
Not everyone loves our dogs as much as we do.  Some 
people are afraid of dogs and don’t appreciate off-leash 
dogs running up to them.  Some dogs are also afraid of 
other dogs, and they don’t enjoy off-leash dogs running up 
to them either. 
 

For everyone involved, we need to keep our dogs under 
control, and we need to respect other people’s personal 
space while we’re out and about.  After all, everyone  
deserves to be outside and enjoying themselves in their 
chosen way. 
 
Unless we’re in an area that allows off-leash dogs, a dog 
park, for example, having our dogs leashed is not only the 
respectful thing to do—it is the safest thing to do. 
 
I love dogs.  Dogs are my life, but even I do not appreciate 
dogs I don’t know running up to me, and I especially don’t 
appreciate it when I have my dogs with me.  I’ve worked 
with sensitive and fearful dogs for my entire career in dog 
behaviour and training, and I am abundantly aware of how 
quickly—in a split second—things can change in a dog’s 
mind. 
 
In today's society, there are more and more dogs who are 
not confident or well socialized.  In fact, fearful dogs are 
becoming almost an epidemic around the world.  Backyard 

Con�nued on next page 
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Con�nued from previous page 

dogs in redwood 

 breeders and puppy mills are more prevalent nowadays, 
and thousands of poorly bred puppies and dogs are  
available on Kijiji and Craigslist. 
 
Dogs are highly social animals, and they have chosen to 
live among us.  They are also highly intelligent animals, 
but we need to remember – they are still animals.  Animals 
see the world and the activities going on around us more in 
black and white than the million shades of grey we humans 
perceive in life. 
 
A dog is more likely to see a situation as either safe or not 
safe, and they need to remember what’s safe and what’s 
not—forever—or the result (from the animal's perspective) 
could be a loss of life. 
 
Many behaviour issues affecting our dog's welfare can be 
attributed to stress and fear.  Just like in humans, many 
attribute aggressive displays as signs of strength and  
character.  In reality those displays are an expression of 
feeling unsafe or feeling threatened.  A confident and well-
adapted person or dog rarely needs to resort to aggression, 
but when animals are anxious and/or afraid, they will use 
whichever tactic, flight or fight, that will ‘work,” and  
feeling safe again is their number one priority. 
 
According to Roger Abrantes, PhD, Evolutionary Biology 
and Ethology, the need to feel safe is more important to 
health and survival (for every living being on earth) even 
over food and water. 
 
So, please, when you’re out with your dog(s), keep them 
under control with a leash.  Your dog may be the most 
friendly and social dog in the world, but there are many, 
many out there who are not, and it’s those dogs, and their 

people, who will suffer in the long run from an unwelcome 
event. 
 
Dealing with behaviour problems in dogs who have come 
to believe their environment is not safe can be a long, hard 
road.  Many of those problems can be prevented just by 
keeping our own dogs under control with a standard 6-foot 
leash, so they’re not infringing on others—people or  
animals—and creating problems that someone else will 
end up taking home to have to deal with. 
 

Lorraine Brown, ISCP.Dip.Canine.Prac 

Canine Behaviour Practitioner 
submitted by: 

Smiling PupSmiling PupSmiling PupSmiling Pup, 
Holistic Canine Behaviour Consulting 
www.smilingpup.ca  
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Were you one of those naturally gifted athletes in high 
school? The ones who competed in and excelled at every 
sport, were adored by coaches and fellow students and 
reaped shelves full of awards for their talents? Yah, me 
neither. As I recall, my childhood exercise regime  
consisted of riding my bike to the candy store and walk-
ing to the church basement for Brownies on Tuesdays. 
 
Okay, I did play soccer—not very well—and compete in 
track and field. But I never considered myself a skilled 
athlete, just someone with a lot of energy to burn. The 
good news about having a less-than-stellar athletic back-
ground is that because I have no glory days to look back 
on, I have nothing but fitness mediocrity to live up to. 
 
On the other end of the spectrum, a friend of mine  
competed at a high level in martial arts until her late 
teens. As an adult, she can also ski, bike, swim, run and 
climb better than most women I know. But she only ever 
compares herself to her younger, fitter, faster self—and 
she always comes up short. She's still fitter than most 

women (and men) her age, but that's not good enough. 
 
If you're like my friend, still comparing yourself to your 
golden high-school self, well, enjoy the memories. But if 
you're not as fit as you once were, maybe it's time to get 
over it. Set yourself some new, more realistic goals and 
get going. 
 
The same advice applies to people who weren't jocks in 
school. Embrace your mediocrity, and then move  
forward. Find an activity that you like. It doesn't have to 
be pumping iron at the gym or running on a track. Just 
get moving in some way.  
 
Challenge yourself to try something new. Summer is 
coming, the perfect time to try hiking, biking, stand up 
paddle boarding, canoeing, kayaking...   You're never too 
old to teach your body new tricks. 
 

Ann Sullivan anns@safari.ca 

Embrace your Fitness Mediocrity and Move on 

fitness 
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care in the creek 

Protect Yourself from Lyme Disease 

People can get Lyme disease when they get 
bitten by a tick carrying the bacteria Borrelia 

Burgdorferi.  A tick is a little spider-like  
animal that attaches to the skin. It needs to be 
attached to the skin for at least 36 hours to be 
able to pass on the infection. 
 
Anxiety around Lyme disease is high. The 
chance of getting Lyme is very low, though. In 2016, 
2,781 ticks were investigated by the submit-a-tick  
program and only 35 of them carried the bacteria.  
Between 1991 and 2016, 87 cases of Lyme disease were 
reported in Alberta, and in all cases, the disease was  
acquired outside our province. 
 
A rash can show up within days to weeks after infection 
by a tick. It’s called a bull’s eye rash because it starts as a 
red spot, which grows and clears up in the centre. Patients 
can also develop a flu-like illness with fatigue, sore  
muscles and joints, headache and fever. Later on they can 
develop neurological symptoms and heart problems.  
Arthritis can occur even several years after infection. See 
your doctor as soon as you notice a rash or symptoms. 

Blood tests are not always necessary to  
diagnose Lyme disease. Initially, blood tests 
can be negative and even after effective  
treatment, blood tests may stay positive for 
several years. Lyme disease can be treated 
with antibiotics. 
 
The best way to  

prevent the disease is by protecting 
yourself from ticks. When you are 
going to be in wooded and grassy 
areas, cover up as much skin as  
possible, wear a hat and use bug  
repellent. Check your skin after-
wards and remove any ticks as soon 
as possible.  
 
To remove a tick, grab it with tweezers as close as possi-
ble to your skin and gently pull it straight out. Wash your 
skin with water and soap and disinfect it. Save the tick(s) 
in a clean, empty container or Ziploc bag and add a small 
piece of lightly moistened tissue or cotton ball to prevent 
it from drying out. You can bring the tick to the clinic so 
we can send it away for investigation.  If you have any 
questions or concerns about possible Lyme disease, ask 
your doctor.  
 
Care in the Creek Medical Centre is accepting new  
patients and we have evening and weekend appointments 
available. Book an appointment at 403 949 2457. 
 
Don’t forget to register on greatcyclechallenge.ca/teams/
careinthecreekmedicalcentre then bike during the month 
of June and help us fight kids’ cancer!  

Dr Annelies  

Noordman  

Lyme disease is 

caused by bacteria 

carried by ticks. 
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picapix puzzle 

The latest Japanese logic puzzle is here!  A picture will 

evolve as you complete the puzzle.  Start with the largest 

numbers or combination of, colour in squares and proceed 

to work back and forth between columns and rows. 

 

The three basic rules are: 

• Numbers represent how many squares you colour in 

to form a group or block.  

• Leave at least one square between these blocks.   

• The sequential order of the numbers is the order of 

the blocks, i.e., top number for a column is the top 

block, and left-most number for a row is the left-

most block. 

 

The “logic count method” shown below is very useful: 

The clue at the left of the row is 6, so count 6 squares 

from the left to right and then count 6 squares from right 

to left.   

Confidently shade in the overlapping squares.  This is 

spatial reasoning.  Even one shaded square can lead to 

others. 

 

This same method can be applied even when there is 

more than one number, remembering to allow one empty 

square between groups or blocks.  Use a second colour for 

elimination of background squares. This is critical for 

solving.   

Remember – no guessing; try using your best number  

logic.  For more information, visit  

http://www.learnpicapix.com. 

 

Created by Diane Baher of Okotoks 

(Solution on page 15.)   
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picapix solution 

The Chatter is a monthly, volunteer-run publication for 
the Redwood Meadows Community Association. We are  
looking for someone to take on production and delivery  
of the newsletter. If you would like to hone your writing,  
editing, layout, proofreading and communication skills, 
please get in touch. The work requires about 15 hours per 
month between September and June. 
 
Email thechatter@redwoodmeadows.ab.ca for information.  
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little schoolhouse news 

As always, this school year has flown by 
in a flurry of wonder and excitement! In 
preparation for our Celebration of  
Learning, we have spent time reflecting 
on our shared experiences and tremen-
dous growth from those first school days 
up to these last few weeks.  

Relationships have been built, skills have 
developed and confidence in learning 
about the world around us has exploded 
before our eyes. We are immensely proud 
of our young learners in kindergarten and  
preschool.  
 

With graduation just 
around the corner, we are 
ready to celebrate! Our 
final field trips to the  
Calgary Zoo and Granary 
Road will bring our studies 
of animals and the  
environment to a close.  
It has been an interesting 
year of exploration and 
adventure for all of us! 
 
Thank you to our amazing 
parent board and all The 
Little Schoolhouse  
families for their unending 
support of all that we do. 
We couldn’t offer the  
programs we run without 
all of you. Thank you for 
another amazing year! 
 
We have space available in 
both our kindergarten and  

preschool programs. To register, 
please go to our website at 
www.thelittleschoolhouse.ca .  
For information on programming, 
please contact me at 
mscara@thelittleschoolhouse.ca or 
call the school at 403-949-3939. 
 

Cara Haar, M.Ed., teacher 

A Year of Exploration and Adventure Wraps Up Soon 

Above and at right: Little Schoolhouse 

students plant seedlings as part of 

their classroom activities.  
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Getting a mortgage from a bank or a non-bank lender is 
more challenging. The new mortgage rules have brought 
tightened qualifying guidelines and have impacted renew-
als, refinances and new home purchases.  
 
However, banks or a non-bank mortgage lender are not 
the only options for a mortgage. In addition to some  
credit unions that have not changed all their lending 
guidelines, there is now a growing group of alternative or  
private lenders who are flexible and open to reviewing a 
variety of situations. While many home buyers and  
property investors consider private lenders a last resort, 
the new mortgage rules have created an opportunity for a 
variety of specialized lenders to enter the market.  
 
Private lending is excellent for:  
• Fix and flips  
• Draw mortgages – willing to provide draws based on 

need vs. completing a clearly defined milestone (i.e., 
lock-up, ready to paint, etc.)  

• Solving CRA back-tax issues  
• Improving cash flow and helping get debt paid down 

faster; even if the interest rate itself is comparable  

• Investors holding larger portfolios of property. 
 
Many private lenders put more weight on the equity in a 
property than on the work you do or the credit challenges 
you may have. The downside can be higher interest rates 
and lending fees.  
 
Smaller institutional lenders, however, are offering  
specialized lending with affordable interest rates,  
reasonable lending fees and flexible underwriting. 
  
A few benefits of specialized lending:  
• Quick closings: The key to a quick close is having 

your financing set up quickly, and specialized lending 
can make that happen. 

 
• Terms of the loan: These loans are for short periods 

of time, usually no more than one to three years, 
which gives you time to get into a position to qualify 
with a conforming lender.  

 
• •Advantages for investors: Because specialized 

lenders have flexibility, they will look at those fixer-
upper rental properties with a keen eye and may fund 
both the purchase and the home improvements. Also, 
there is more flexibility with regard to the number of 
properties allowed in an investment portfolio. 

 
• Diverse repayment options: This is especially  

helpful for entrepreneurs. Payments can be structured 
more creatively and may include interest-only  
payments, prepaid interest, and balloon payments at 
the end of the term or on closing of a sale.  

 
• Construction financing: Bank construction financ-

ing can be riddled with red tape and warranty require-
ments. Private lending may get the borrower more 
money and quicker access to construction draws, 
which in the end, could save time and money when 
building a home.  

 
While qualifying has become more challenging, there are 
still options. 

Candace Perko 

Alternative or Private Mortgage Lending has Advantages  

mortgage information 
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Name Age Courses Contact 

Banon 14 Home Alone, Babysitting course 403-949-4104 

Bo 13 Home Alone, Babysitting course 403-949-8471 

Darian 15 St. John’s Babysitting, Home Alone 403-949-2490 

Elizabeth 12 Red Cross Babysitting, CPR 
403-540-8056 

ekorthuis@telus.net 

Emily 17 First aid, CPR 587-582-2846 

Eveliina   403-949-4968 

Jerrith 14 Red Cross Babysitting 403-869-5634 

Kate 14 Babysitting course 403-860-9525 

Keeling 15 Red Cross Babysitting, Home Alone, First Aid 
403-949-3149  

keelingbarrie@me.com 

Liam 15 Babysitting course 403-949-2090 

Logan 14 St. John’s Babysitting, Home Alone 403-949-2825 

Lucy 21 CPR, First Aid, Babysitting course 
587-586-5129 

lucygracetalman@hotmail.com 

Mackaela 12 
Babysitter’s license,  

standard first aid and CPR-B 
403.969.6732 

macarchambault@gmail.com  

Mairenn 15 St. John’s Babysitting, Home Alone 403-949-2490 

Nolan 11 CPR, Babysitting course 
905-999-0635 

tanyasilvercyr@gmail.com 

Quinn 12 Babysitting course 
403-949-3149 

quinnbarrie@me.com 

Sawyer 13 Red Cross Home Alone, Babysitting course 403-949-8888 (Redwood) 

Tanis 13 Red Cross babysitting course 403-949-3303  

Tessa 12 Babysitting course 403-949-3214 

Tia 14 Babysitting course, Home Alone course 403-949-4475 

Tianna  12 St. John’s Babysitting, Home Alone courses 403-949-3463 

Zara 14 Babysitting Certificate 403-949-4474 

redwood meadows babysitters list 

Disclaimer: The Chatter provides this list solely as a service to the community.  It is the responsibility of parents/
guardians to check all credentials and references before hiring a caregiver for their child(ren). 
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