
AUGUSTE “NONCO” PELAFIGUE FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 696 
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Fifth Annual Meeting 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 – 6:00 p.m. 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 387 Main Street, Arnaudville, Louisiana 

 
MINUTES 

 

1. Welcome:  H. Allen LeBlanc, President:  Allen introduced himself and then: 
 

• Thanked everyone for their support and encouragement. He stressed the 
importance of membership to the Nonco Foundation. He thanked everyone for their 
presence at the Annual Meeting and then announced the Celebration of the Feast 
of the Sacred Heart and Nonco Memorial French Mass on June 25, 2017.  He 
urged everyone to “fill the church to standing room only!”.   

• Next, Allen told those assembled about the meeting the Nonco Foundation Board 
had with Bishop Douglas Deshotel on October 27, 2016. He promised to keep the 
group informed of developments. 

• Allen said:  “Because of the long time that it may take to beatify and canonize 
Nonco, we may not personally witness this great moment.  But, we all agree that 
Nonco was a remarkable example of what living a Christian life is all about.”   

• The President said that Nonco Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation. We 
are required by law to hold a short business meeting annually; and, of course, we 
want to keep you informed of our progress.  

• Call to Order and Quorum Confirmation (10% percent of membership members)  73 
total members. 
 

2. Allen called on Father Gary Schexnayder for the Invocation. Following the 
Invocation, Allen: 
 

• Thanked Father Gary.. 

• Announced:  “Tonight, we would like to dedicate this our Fifth Annual Meeting to our 
Past President Charles Hardy who is recovering from cancer and also Artist Vincent 
Darby, who has been very supportive of the Nonco Foundation and is a charter 
member of the Foundation.  He is also a cancer patient.  We ask for your prayers 
that they and all cancer patients will be healed.” 

• He also asked that we pray also for all who are listed on our Prayer Lists which can 
be found on the nonco.org website.  

• Allen went on to announce that if guests had not already bought raffle tickets, they 
could see Suzanne Stelly.  He stated that “We are trying to raise funds in order to 
finance Nonco’s canonization.  The more tickets you buy, the more chances you 
have to win!  Please help us out. Our Raffle drawing will be held at the end of this 
meeting” 

 
3. Introduction of the Board of Directors:  Allen introduced the Board: 

  



• Charles Hardy, Past President beginning January 2014 until 2016, a great nephew 
of Nonco 

• Sis Morrow LaPorte, Director and Agent for the Morrow Children, our first Founding 
Member.  Sis chairs the Annual Meeting Committee. 

• Charles Taylor has served as Secretary/Treasurer and is now our President Elect.  
He will assume office in 2018.  Charles has been a charter member since the 
beginning of the Foundation.   

• Suzanne Huval Stelly, Member of the Town Council of Arnaudville and our 
Membership and Raffle Chairman.  She serves on several committees. 

• Jerry Richard, Incorporator and First President of the Foundation and Chair of the 
Memorial Prayer Garden Committee 

• Rod Roy, Director and photographer 

• Betty Roy, Incorporator, Secretary/Treasurer and Website 

• Mary Agnes Hardy delahoussaye Belleau, Director and Chair of the Nonco 
Biography Committee.  She also represented the Foundation at the United States 
Conference of Bishops which was held in Baltimore in 2014. You will hear more 
from Mary. 

• Iris LeBlanc, my wife and our newest Director. 
 

4. Reading of the Minutes of the Fourth Annual Meeting by Secretary/Treasurer Betty 
Roy – Betty reported that there is one correction to the minutes which have been 
submitted.  The name of Mary Agnes Hardy delaHoussaye Belleau was omitted from the 
list of Directors. With that correction made, she moved for the acceptance of the minutes 
as Corrected.  Second, Sis Laporte. 
________ 

5. Financial Report:  Charles Taylor reported that the total income from the start of the 
Foundation in 2012 to date is $33,260.89.  Total expenditures – (which includes forming 
the corporation, the prayer garden, Monsignor Luis’ trip from Rome and the recording of 
the witness statements.  Again, no one earns a salary.  This is a non-profit corporation run 
totally by volunteers) is $7,500.70. Total income for 2016 is $4,183.00.  Total Expenses for 
2016 - $1,904.52.  Our bank balance as of November 30, 2016 is $26,360.22. Charles 
moved for the acceptance of his report.  Paul LaPorte second. 
 

6. Membership Report: Suzanne Huval Stelly – Suzanne reported that we had 7 Founding 
Members and 69 Charter Members for a total of 76.  Suzanne moved for the acceptance 
of her report and Charles Taylor second. 
 

7. Memorial Prayer Garden Report by Jerry Richard – Jerry stated that things were 
moving with the Prayer Garden.  Willie Wyble had worked on trimming the trees and 
correcting the drainage.  Now, Jerry was pushing for large corporate donations to create a 
garden which would represent Nonco’s life. He thanked Willie Wyble for all of his work. 
Jerry moved for the acceptance of his report and Suzanne Stelly second. 
 

8. POWER POINT PRESENTATION:  Next, Allen explained that when the Nonco Team met 
with Bishop Deshotel on October 27th, Mary Belleau felt that we needed a Power Point 
Presentation to tell The Nonco Story.  Mary and Vee Pelafigue were able to produce a 
very nice presentation.  The Bishop enjoyed it.  Now, Mary has added to it and he called 
on Mary to explain the Nonco Story.  Mary asked the group to pay particular attention to 
the slides that made them recall something about Nonco.  She asked the group to critique 



the presentation in order that it can be improved.  A discussion followed the Story of 
Nonco Life.  The comments were all very positive. We should add something about how 
well respected Nonco was in the community. A discussion followed regarding Nonco and 
the animals he raises and sold on the Market Bulletin. Everyone agreed that every penny 
he made went to the Apostleship of Prayer for leaflets to deliver to all who participated.  
Willie Wyble asked the Foundation to consider re-enacting the procession around town at 
the time of the French Mass in June. 

 

9. Introduction of Guest Speaker – Betty Roy stated: — I have heard that Father Gary is 
the busiest priest in the DOL and we are grateful to have him on the Nonco Team. Father 
Gary frequently is requested to return to St. Francis or one of the parishes where he has 
served to conduct funerals, marriages, baptize the children and grandchildren.  He is a 
popular priest.  

 
Born in Arnaudville on July 28, 1942, to Yves and Florence Schexnayder, Father John 
Gary was ordained a priest on June 7, 1969 here in Arnaudville by Bishop Warren 
Boudreaux.  In those 47 years of priesthood, some of the parishes in which he has served 
include St. Peters in New Iberia, St. Edmond’s in Lafayette, St. Michael’s in Rayne and he 
has been Pastor at St. Elizabeth Seton on Moss Street in Lafayette since 2012.  

 
Perhaps because he was a student at Little Flower School, Father Gary eagerly explains 
to his parishioners: “Since the third grade, I have had an interest in the priesthood. After all 
these years, I have tried to keep my focus and be the best representative of the Gospel 
that I can possibly be.  I became a priest to serve God and to serve you.”  And, his 
parishioners and all the “flottants,” as he calls his many friends of parishes he served in 
the past who fill his church at all of his masses, Father Gary is very successful. His 
homilies are interspersed with a few French words and his message is always on track! 
We are proud that Father Gary has agreed to serve as our Canonical Advisor.  He will be 
our contact with the Diocese of Lafayette.  Thank you, Father Gary and Welcome.” 

 

10. Father Gary’s Message: Father began by showing his Smiley Face T-shirt and then he 
asked:  “What can Nonco do for us?” and then, “What can we do for Nonco?” Father 
stated that Nonco’s life was faith-filled and simple.  He encouraged all to live a simple life.  
“It is absolutely necessary for you to attend Mass on Sundays, he said. The Sacrament of 
Confession is very important and Catholics should be obtaining that Sacrament frequently.  
He encouraged all to follow the Commandments.  Nonco did not talk much, he said.  
Nonco led by example.  Father reminded those assembled of the words:  “Jesus, meek 
and humble of heart.  Make my heart like unto thine.”  As Nonco lived his vocation, we 
should do too.  Peace, serenity, come early to church and stay late.  Nonco did not 
complain.  Father also said that Jesus is the reason for the season.  Keep Christ in 
Christmas.  He also praised our new Bishop for being interested in the Nonco Cause and 
for even celebrating Mass in the Correctional Facility on Thanksgiving Day.   
 

11. Appreciation to Father Gary -- Betty Roy thanked Father Gary and gave him a gift from 
the Foundation.   
 

12. Native Sons Display -- Betty called everyone’s attention to the Arnaudville Native Sons 
display of the photographs of the priests from Arnaudville.  She stated that Charles Taylor 
was responsible for the beautiful display in the KC Hall in Arnaudville. 



13. Comments from the Audience – Iris LeBlanc – Iris distributed the 2017 brochure of the 
Holy Father’s Intentions for 2017.  She encouraged attendees to join the Apostleship of 
Prayer.  She stated that it does not cost anything to join but donations are deeply 
appreciated. This is the organization that Nonco spent his life promoting.  She asked 
everyone to join us in continuing Nonco’s work by praying the Daily Offering Prayer and for 
the Holy Father’s Intentions.  She said that each month, he gives us different intentions.  
They are listed in the leaflets which are being distributed tonight. 

 
14. Raffle and Prize Drawings – Suzanne Stelly – She asked Father Gary to draw the 

winning tickets.  Winners were:  1st Prize of $200, Ben LeBlanc; 2nd Prize of $100, 
Raymond Taylor; Gift Certificate to Kings Truck Stop was won by Julie Hardy.  Margie 
Lintzen won the Gift Certificate from Hardy’s Drug Store. Rod Roy won the Gift Certificate 
from Myran’s. Suzanne continued awarding prizes from the Drawing tickets which were 
sold to the attendees as they entered. 

 
15. Thank you by Allen LeBlanc 

 

• Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all who bought raffle tickets.   

• Thank you to all who have donated to the Nonco Foundation in any way.  

• Thanks to the KC for the use of the Hall every time we have an event.   

• Thank you to the Board members who do a wonderful job. 

• Thank you to all who contributed the refreshments and supplies this evening. 

• Special thank you to Father Gary, We are very grateful for his guidance and 
assistance, not only tonight, but in our work of canonization of Nonco. 

 
16. Closing Prayer and Blessing -- Father John Gary Schexnayder 

 
17. Allen Thanked everyone for attending and pronounced the Fifth Annual Meeting 

adjourned.  The Sixth Annual Meeting will be held on Thursday, December 7, 2017. 
 

18. There were 34 people in attendance.   
 

These minutes will be submitted for approval at the 6th Annual Meeting scheduled for 
Thursday, December 7, 2017. 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Submitted by:  Mary Agnes Hardy de la Houssaye Belleau 
 
Approved by:  Membership at 6th Annual Meeting 


